




C- Ar'-'Pil 'PP:. X N an an da f'/\2AR PubliCATION Re 1 






i;: .»sii 


,*<! , • > -V i. ■ 


mm^ 


:***»'■ 


















Atomic Energy Department 

in the doldrums 
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Step out in style! 

Watch the heads turn! You'll be 
the focus of attention. 

Binny offers you an ever-growing 
r^ge of versatile, durable fabrics 
that keep you in pace 
with fashion... Backed by 
over a century of fabric expertise. 
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Snap up all the fun coming 


your way at picnics, parties, 
birthdays, holiday trips 
It costs less than you think. 
And it'.s fun all over again, 
when you've kept it all with 


just a Click ' Keep a 
Click handy. Contact your 
nearest Agfa-Gevaert dealer. 

Distributors: 

Agfa-Gevaert India Limited 

Rogd. Office: 

Merchant Chambers, 

41, New Marine Lines, 

Bombay 400 020. 
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(if) Re<(iS!«'tt'd (iiJitf'inarks of Agfa-Gevaert, Antwerp/Leverkusen. 
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The aim-and-shoot cameras. 


Click IV 
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Ccinsufor Biiioi Irons, for insltince 
Our coritinuoiis riisoiiir h h.rs rijsiilled 
111 th« development of the widest liingi! 
of lions, sturdily liuill with e 10 niirion 
rhiomuim pl.ttino on elomeiit nitide! 
of mica and resist.ini n wne All 
pxclusivoly designed to iron out evoiy 
pressing pioblein 


Pioneers of household atiol'ances in 
India, H.'i|a| offer the most ni(jrossive 
aiiay of these gadgets - backed by the 
laiqesi network of sales and seivice 
centres in the country 


BUY BEST .BUY liaj^ 








Light up your 
life-style... 
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Carry convenience and 
pride in your pocket. 

At one time or the othr-r, you 
would hnve thought of owning 
a good-quality lightoi which is 
economical A lighter which 
serves you well, whenever you 
need light 


It's here! The lighter you've 
been looking for; 

•Functional in all weathers 
•Leak-proof, gives thousands 
of lights •Operates smoothly 
with the flick of the thumb 
•Adjustable flame, easy filling 
and flint replacement 
•Economical to use ‘Light 
weight yet sturdy, with slim ()tip 
•Elegant, compart and durable 
•Choice of many colours 
•Guaianteed against 
manufacturing defects 



An all purpose lighter 
An all occasion gift 

sfiarl 

(^LIGHTER 

Your Convenient 
Companion 



GENERAL EQUIPMENT 


MERCHANTS UMITCD 


Regd £f Head Officr; : 

2;90, Connaught Circus, New Delhi-110001. 


Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Bhopal, Ahmcdabad, 
Bangalore, Chandigarh, Cu-Uack, Dh.inbad. Cochin, Jaipur, 
Lucknow, and Bokaro Steel City 
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Eveready Safety. 

ecause tonight you may need 
a torch to light a can^e 
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India's first major nuclear accident took place on 
March 14. A crack in the primary coolant tube of the 
Tarapur reactor eventually led to radio-active 
water flooding the hall floor. The Government sought 
to underplay the accident. Why did it happen ? 

Are our nuclear reactors efficiently managed 7 What 
are the lessons to learn ? 



The single greatest reality of our time is loneliness. 
It spares no one. The rich, the poor, the 
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come to terms with It and make It into a muse to 
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Limcatimes 
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\ Vitamin C too. Calorla-watchara prafar 
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<<1^0 oul adi tell lies?” and “Sex 
-l-^and inaian auveruoing’' i March 
9) bv Ashisn Rajadhyaksha were su¬ 
perb. In a crowded world where 
there is stiff competition for sales, 
advertising becomes a purely indus¬ 
trial technique. Those who advertise 
the best sell the best. Even in every¬ 
day life, the one who can impress 
the most with his looks and words 
achieves success. Needless to say, 
all that glitters is not gold. One is 
reminded of an old joke that goes 
thus; Once a man died, and was sent 
to heaven as a reward for his noble 
deeds. In heaven he found himself 
in calm, serene and wonderfully 
fragrant surroundings. After some 
time he noticed a wall which had a 
small window. Looking through it he 
saw a well-illuminated hall where a 
breathtaking cabaret was in pro¬ 
gress. Enchanted, he pleaded with 
his attendant to guide him in. The 
man was warned, and told it was no 
place for him to go to. But he insis¬ 
ted, and was finally led into a seeth¬ 
ing inferno with pools of blood all 
around where people were being 
brutally tortured. Shouting in disgust, 
the man again asked to be taken 
to the hall. The attendant re¬ 
plied that the ball was merely the 
‘publicity department’ of hell, meant 
to lure innocent people from heaven. 
Advertisements—^whether they show 
girls, filmstars, or sportsmen—are 
similarly deceptive. 

Chandra Shaknar Dubey, Bhagalpur 


ALMOST ever.vday there is cme 
advertisement or the other announ¬ 
cing a price-reduction on some pro¬ 
duct in the papers. However, few 
advertisements are as smart and 
s^liah as the Regent King cigarette 
advertisement, showing a girl’s rear 
^p coming dowiL 
najib Ranjcn Sen, New Delhi 


MR RAJADHYAKSHA In his article 
refers to the Britannia advertise- 
nient for “Delite”, its new biscuit 
brand. It is true that many had noti¬ 
ced the word ’’unpecl” on the pack, 
and, in fact, when a friend had drawn 
my attention to it I failed to come 
up with an immediate explanation. 
However, after some thought I arri¬ 
ved at a theory: If one wants to cat 
an orange, one has to ’’unpeel’’ it. 
Here the same word is used to sug¬ 
gest that no peeling is required. 'Ihi.s 
IS meant to imply that the biscuit 
has an orange flavour. ’’Unpeel” 
seems to stand for ’’without peeling”. 
That is the farthest I could go ! 
N. Anand, Coimbatore 

KINDLY do me the favour of rea¬ 
ding carefully, if, as seems likely, 
you have not done so till now. the 
article on advertising, “Do our ads 
tell lies?” offered still-born on the 
pages of SUNDAY. March 9. 1980. 
1 had spent two hours with the writer 
of the article, attempting to explain 
(carefully, accurately, for the better 
part avoiding words of more than 
two syllables) the dynamics of a so¬ 
ciety uncertain about itself (there 
are many such in the Third World), 
and the expression of this uncer¬ 
tainty in apparent symptoms, of 
which advertising is merely one. 

To be misquote is one of the occu- 
oational hazards faced by an inter¬ 
viewee: to be quoted out of context 
is par for the course; however, to 
have attributed to one sudi senten¬ 
ces as, “if I keep drumming Into 
your head that if you use Raymond’s 
Suitings you will be mor«. successful 
with girls, what is wrong with that?” 
is more than an insult to the Ian 
guage. It is blatant, outright fabri¬ 
cation, the very stuff of libel actions. 

Ashish Rajadhyaksha soils the pa¬ 
ges of a periodical which has given 
us, among other splendid things, 
such exquisite insights into the hu¬ 
man condition as the comic strip, 
"Peanuts". Certain therapeutic res¬ 
ponses come instantly to mind. Sym¬ 
pathy and concern? Without ques¬ 
tion. The gift of an Engli.sh primer 


of ‘‘the cat .sat on the mat" variety? 
It may well prolong the agony. Per¬ 
haps, all things considered, a swift 
and merciful frontal iobotomy. It 
could do nothing but good. 

Frank Simoes. Frank Simoes Adver- 
lisino Pvl Ltd., Bombay 

Ashish Rajadhyaksha replies: Mr 
Simoes appears to do himself an 
injustice; he is an extremely art*- 
culate person and our talk cer- 
tainly did not flounder around two- 
syllable words. He offered me his 
views on advertising, which I 
accepted bid did not agree with 
personally, as 1 surely have a 
right not to. Unfortunately, des¬ 
pite his seeming broadmindedness 
on misquoting as an 'occupational 
hazard’ Mr Simoes still does not 
seem to understand the exigencies 
of journalism. A quote is edways 
coloured by the comment on it. 
the light in which it is stated. If 
1 had heartily agreed with him 
and said so just after the quote, I 
am positive he would not have 
accused me of misquoting. Se¬ 
condly, the particular point he 
made that has been quoted, was 
made by him in an elaborate and 
circuitous manner, with examples 
(he would recall talking of my 
lilac shirt, which I had worn des¬ 
pite its not being advertised, to 
make a particular point). I had 
to condense U to one smtence. If 
he doesn't use phrases like '.drum¬ 
ming into your head I can only 
apologise for a wrong choice of 
phrase. 


WHAT is wrong in a firm trying to 
boost sales*by advertising? It is an 
entirely legitimate practice with 
nothing unethical about it. Mind .you, 
no sane person buys something be¬ 
cause a pretty girl in an advertise¬ 
ment tells iiim to do sf>- Also, have 
you ever wondered how colourless 
and drab most of our magazines 
would look if it were not for theee 
“lies”? 

K. R. Avadhanulu, Sambalpur 


Which doctor ? 

C . Y. GOPlNATH’s report ’’Driving 
out devils" (March 9) was interes¬ 
ting. r know of a similar experience. 
My elder sister was once suffering 
from malaria, and being treated by a 
doctor. While she was HI. a para¬ 
medical worker visited our house and 
gave some piljs that he said would 
cure my sister. To our surprise, some 
hours after swallowing a few of them, 
my sister developed strange habits: 
she began throwing out her tongue 
like a lizard, making to catch a i»ey. 
In the meantime, my mother and 
grandmother, thinking she was un¬ 
der the influence of devils, began 
exorcising her by beating her. When 
my elder brother and I noticed the 


inhuman treatment she was receiving, 
we stopped it. We consulted the doc¬ 
tor, and found that the unusual beha¬ 
viour was actually due to chemical 
reactions produced In the body by 
the tablets swallowed. One should 
be careful to consider sudi anomalies 
scientifically. 

P. S. Mool Bharati, Delhi 

THE article on exorcism at Meihndi- 
pur was thought-provoking. Unfortu¬ 
nately, in these twilight zones bet¬ 
ween fact and fantasy, science and 
myth, the material and immaterial, 
little has been investigated. A nor¬ 
mal person with a normal mind Is 
never, I am sure, ’’possessed”. It is 
only when one is under acute emotio¬ 
nal strain, or exposed to natural and 
lonely surroundings, sudi as the ereq 
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around a crematOTium that devils 
enter the body. A combination ot 
phenomena— like friRhitening noises 
and eerie sights—^weakens the soul 
and helps devils to “possess” it. One 
can prevent this by simply refusing 
to be scared. It is a fact that the 
common mind finds acceptance of 
demons far easier than acceptance of 
gods. One ia easier swayed stories 
of Satan, and movies like the Omen, 
Exorcist, and Rosemarj/s Baby than 
by temples and idols. The reason is 
puretv human susreptibilitv. 

T. R. Ramalingam, Calcutta 

THE special report on devils was 
spine-chilling. After reading it, one 
is not sure whether or not to believe 
in the existence of demons. Many 
experiments are being conducted to 
find if they exist; scientists were 
even able to photograph a “devil” 
with a “Kirlian” camera. Going by 
one line of reasoning, if there is god, 
one presumes there must be a demon 
too. 

S. Narasimha Rno, Paradiv 


All's prayer 

T'*HJS refers to E, A. Veerapandlan's 
I letter (March 2) on Mohammad 
Ali’s prayer. When AJi said that the 
"praise of god is the prescription of 
man”, he meant that men possessed 
both bad and good character. When 
one is under bad influence, he should 
pray to god to set himself right. God 
never created man to pray to him. 
When a man acts as a man, he will 
surely transcend all divisive forces — 
of caste, religion, language and 
nationality. 

M, Apposutami, Visakkavatnam, 


Adivasis' enemies 

nPHK lettet “Are adlvasia expenda- 
1 ble?" (March 9) by A. K. Boy. 
MB, is a challenge to the so-called 
democratic Left forces of West Ben¬ 
gal. The fact is that most Left Front 
leaders belong to the “babu” and 
“bbadralok” class and are opposed 
to the leadership of the working class 
and poor tribals. For this reason 
none of them raised their voice when 
an adivasl was killed by police firing. 

The adivasi movement deserves 
full support from every quarter. In 
Hura, Puncha, Manbazar, Kashipur. 
Para, Adra, Raghunatbpur, Santuri 
and Neturi in the Purulia district of 
West Bengal the advasis are fighting 
lor the restoration of land to tribals, 
revision of the list of scheduled tri¬ 
bes and punishment of moneylenders. 
Instead of helping the poor tribals, 
the CPI (M) is supporting th* jothe- 
dars of the areas. I agree with Mr 
Roy that an all-Party probe Into the 
police firing is necessary, because 
tribals are restive and determined 
to get justice. The conditions that 
caused the famous Chhar revolt. San- 
tal insurrection. Kol unrest and the 
Birsa revolt might well be repeated 

I salute the martyr Baghav 
.Murmu who was a victim of the neo- 
TOlonialist “babu revolutionaries.” 

P- P. Mcdiato, Purulia 




Time to retire 

•T'HE Item In "Delhi diary” (Feb* 
A ruary 24) about the lowering of 
pensionable age from 58 to 55 for 
Union Government employees Is 
heartening. The measure could go a 
long way to easing the problem of 
unemployment. After reaching the 
age of 55, most employees devote 
their energies to amassing wealth by 
fair means or foul before they attain 


superannuation. This Is true for botn 
the lower and higher rungs of the, 
bureaucracy. If three lakh .jobs, could 
be given to young people who are 
jobless bv making the older stall 
retire, it would greatly help the 
quality of work in Government offices, 
as well as the economy. The scheme 
‘ihould be applicable to all state (3ov- 
ernment employees and necessary 
Constitutional amendments should be 
made to facilitate this. 

Rajcm Cherian, Hyderabad. 


Policing prices 

'T’HIS refers to Kewal Varma’s 
1 cover stoiy “Can Mrs Gandhi 
stop rising prices?” (March 2). My 
answer to the question is that she 
cannot stop rising prices without ano¬ 
ther emergency. Between 1972 and 
1977, 20 business houses including 
the Tatas, Birlas, and Mafatlal made 
strenuous efforts to expand their em¬ 
pires. This resulted in rising prices 
and Mrs Gandhi responded by enact¬ 
ing the Maintenance of Internal Se¬ 
curity Act (MISA) in Parliament and 
declaring the Emergency. 

The Central Government has al¬ 
ready dissolved nine non-Congress (I) 
state Governments. The obvious rea¬ 
son for the step is thgt the country 
needs a stable Government for pro¬ 
per economic management. There Is 
grave concern about the economy, 
with the prices of essential commodi¬ 
ties showing no signs of falling. The 
main responsibility rests with the 
Central Government. Even after two 
months in power, the Government has 
not given the economy any aerioui 
thought. In Assam, cultivators are 
selling their potatoes at 40 paUe a 
kilo. The violent agitation against 
foreigners and the consequent heavy 
loss of life and property have wor¬ 
sened the lot of the nommon man. 
Blpul Chandra Knomd, Digooi 

MBS GANDHI is making frantic 
appeals to the state officials to arrest- 
all blackmerketeers and hoarders, as 
though policemen hold the key to in¬ 
flation. Actually, the precise factors 
responsible for sugar being available 
in the free market at the control 
price of Rs 2.15 p In 1977, and those 
responsible for the price rise from 


A prescription 

T he report on a wrong eye opera¬ 
tion on three-year-old Nazreea 
at Hyderabad "An irreparable error” 
(March 9) was traric. The loss to 
little Nazreen and her family cannot 
be made good. Such a case of doc¬ 
tors' negligence, might have been the 
first of its kind at the Sarojini Devi 
Hospital, but callousness and care¬ 
lessness are not uncommon among 
the medical profession in India. Since 
a medical career is very lucrative, 
doctors have become greedy and sel¬ 
fish. A strict code of conduct should 
be prescribed for doctors and medical 
courts should be set up so as to en¬ 
sure that this noble p^ession beco- 


Rs 4,50 p a kilo during the caretaker 
Government’s regime to Bs. &-7 per 
kilo during Mrs Gandhi’s rule arq 
too difficult to be defined by ttie 
world’s greatest economists. And .vet, 
Mrs Gandhi wants everyone to be¬ 
lieve that she can control prices in 
the same wav as she could garner 
votes, by simply displaying her 
“hand”. To camouflage her incompe¬ 
tence, the radio keeps blurting out, 
night and day, that prices are falling 
and strong steps are being taken to 
bring them down. If the Janata can 
be charged with “non-performance” 
for its failures on the economic 
front, the present regime can be con¬ 
sidered incompetent in dealing with 
the same problems. Yet, the Pres* 
and other media are averse to point¬ 
ing out the truth. 

The wary know that so far as 
economic problems are concerned, 
choosing between a Congress (1) and 
non-Congressd) Government is Just 
like choosing between tweedlMee 
and tweedledum, because neither Is 
capable of pulling off a miracle like 
that of post-war Germany, Let alone 
mirarles, they are not oven cepable 
of malntainlna existing levels of tha 
economy. We have no Ludwig Erhards 
here, Instead Just hordes <4 gullible 
people, who Mlieve In faitb-curei 
and the hand symbol. 

Even during the Emergeoicy, Mr* 
Gandhi could not arrest the price 
rise. How can one expect her to do so 
in normal times? She always relied 
on strongarm jneasuree to secure 
even small benefits for the poor, 
whereas a better administrator would 
rather relv on smaller measures to 
secure greater benefito. 

K, Kumara Sahhar, Bluru (Andhra 
Pradesh). 


mes what it should be—a service to 
humanity, not a trade. 

M. A. Ahad. Bhubaneshwar 

THE two doctors in question who 
operated Nazreen’s wrong eye, with¬ 
out identifying the disease, unsure 
about which of the two eyes was 
affected, and consulting experts or 
other doctors in a hospital of such 
repute, destroyed Nazrepn’s eyesight. 
In their zeal to test their abilities, 
the two doctors might have doomed 
the life of the poor cliild. Even sus¬ 
pending them now will not comfort 
Nazreen’s parents. The medical au-' 
thorities should assume full charge 
of the child and save her from 
further oomplirations, 

Md Amanullah, Chaibasa, Singbhum 


13 



mk [ROUTINE hv<lraulic check 
for the piitnaiv coolant 
[tube of the Tarapui iiU' 
clear reactor arounct the 
first week ol M.nch .soon 
precipitated a maioi (hm.) A coie 
in elh fywn was not lu.st a theoietical 
posSiwiitv—the horrors ol the Thre<' 
Miteliland crisis loomed larue in tin 
reactor halls, matched only by the 
vivid finaijes ol the “China Syndroin< ’’ 

A srrtall crack (pm hole!) wa.s delec¬ 
ted the coolant tube. An iin- 
mediite ■soliitio'n was to leniove the 
two ^et Ions cracked tube and weld 
in a iptew piece of pipe. 

To.;j;do this, bowevei. is not easy. 
The primary coolant tube carries hot 
radioactive water Irom the reactor 
coreind a small crack is enouKh to 
drain? out sufficient radioactive watei 
coiitaAiinatim' the area in a Hash ol 
a second. Slow but steady leakaRe 
would invariably lead to a fall in the 
wate#level ot the reactoi coie, caus- 
|e temperature' of the core to 
I up relentlessly. Tliis would 
iip the temperature to an awe- 
^several thousand degrees—^the 
energy pumping up the tern- 
re even further. A core melt- 
^'would then become inevitable, 
indard procedure to check the 
r of hot radio.'ictivc water is 
xiff the tube for a short while 
i'ld in the crack. The sealing 
spur was done by using an “ire 
plug'^of liquid nitrogen, penetrating 
deep^.side the tube, hopefully wit- 
holdi^ the pressure of water ftn a 
sullicjently long time. 

llm;:'.'‘acci<lcnt” on March 14 at 8 
a.m. ^lurcd when the “ice plug” did 
not ^inaiii inside the coolant tube 
long ^ough and was pushed out by 
the fleshing water, aftei the bad pipe 
was efit out and beloie the new pipe 
.was .welded in. A tempor.iry plug of 
a so^ w,is then .somehow pushed in 
and field in po.sition by chains.' Tlie 
gush-;was controlled but th«^- trickle , 
wasirt. In the ioitisil gnsh.afl? awful . 
lot ot hot radioactive water, ^me out 
on t^- hall Roor, causing and ' 

hy.stcria. Th© level ob water.;-m.-the 
core ‘^.y that time Ji-ad already gone 
clowrtjj^nd this Wdsi,the. moment wlAn 
alkjTCfljr broke loosc'i. By the time tne 
gusW^was controlletl by plugs chaiiKd 
iiLsid^'<the tube the place was reekJhg 
with i.'.’aitivtv, at , the same tiaie 
thriMtenmg the cxuit to gallop to ^ a 
lissiow hot'teji^^atures. ,(^e Chaia 
.sj'nd(;i)me„.j(iias iU.tel^,jK>t.Jrar off!)3A 
i ouiine i heck, soniof'carell’ss de’qkinis. 
iiiisluiuiig. Jack of pieciiaoii. ,i ^iiat- 
Iv IbJSjjjei del<^ than ajjuwerl l^fa 
leactiir.ha^txHik. within miimli^, 

* 





transtorm a simple routine job to a 
nerve shatte-ring, hoiTifying crisis, 
the magnitude of which, frankly, has 
no precedence yet. 

Simple quegitions remain uaan.swer- 
ed. Why did the ‘‘ice plug” come 
out? Was it a simple error in estimat¬ 
ing the potential pressure of the hot 
Witter or was it because of that In¬ 
sufferably familiar attitude, “Chalta 
hai”? What was the reason for the 
delay between the coming out of the 
ice plug and putting in a temporai^ 
plug, pulled up by chain? Who is 
responsible for the hydraulic testing? 
Was it .just a pin hole crack or a 
large crack, large enough for the hot 
water to seep out incessantly? A 
little bit of water on th© reactor 
floor. Is it not ju-st an old story 
after all. In India there is always 


•the grace of a foreign couatry. It is 
also the only reactor in the country 
which is working, albeit at a slow 
pace, with cracking by-pass tubes, 
cancerous engineers, little puddles of 
radioactive water under a callous and 
pldiiily inefficient management. In 
their air conditioned glamour, the 
Power Project Engineering Division 
-sit pretty in Bombay. Statements 
couched m elegant language for the 
consumption of the public and the 
Lok Sabha ar© the only job of these 
top management people. The hard¬ 
working, breathile.ss engineers only 
end up with heart attacks and in- 
< tirable insomnia. , 

The larger questions involving nu¬ 
clear policy in the country, it appears, 
■Still leiTiain to be answered with any 
degree ol consistency. With all the 
investment, why is there no adequate 
supply of heavy water?. How is it 
that the "Prime Minist’fec,. can oon- 
fideptly say that We are malupg pro¬ 
gress and can face up tO any challenge 


water all over t^ place paby , Pukistan? >) we have 
wK theris no nied ’for -.l^tonium ^ to ^-manufacWt^ 

It must be said that eventylSllv 


there was no “mishap” but fhere 
sure was an accident. Tli© radiation 
received by the engineers, it is .said, 
should not cause any alarm. In a 
country whe,rc life is dirt cheap a 
few radiation patients cause no out¬ 
rage. The whole business just gets 
forgotten. The other issues take 
over the headlines 
those individuals 
don’t know what is in 
Radiation hazards don’t show dp in 
hospital beds overnight. Thev take 
their toll very often after the hue 
and cry turns to imlifferenco. 

The Tarapur power station is one 
of the most polluted nuclear reaclois 
in the world. The situation now has 
gone much beyond iiie.i.surcd state- 


an atomic Bumb in even the neirt a 
months? in a sense- tile USA would 
do India a!great seixrice if it stopped 
supplying the much-needed uranium- 
235 for '^rapui. It is known in 
knowledgeable circles that the oxide 
fuel is goigl ©imugh to,,run Tarapur 
and oiice the *USA Stops supplying 
the .fuel, there is nothing te stop 



US (ontiact. the used, rods of the 
iiMctor arc the entire property of the 
US Governpient and Jndia cannot 
therefore uf© the, re-proeessing plant 
to ext I act jilutoiiiuiii.) Dntv one can 
o.^e the leacicft; _, rg4.'' and lepioccss 
them heie.’the,^. Would luipefully be 
no dearth ot plutuniuiTi.,. The, JRulpa- 
would ^et, ,.yff tllle*H 

uiil 


j^e 

, , , sitni wtml' 

ilv a quejitlon ol ,liSie. 

Would /that- happ<m? Is it 

. K" 


ments and patriotic a-s-xei lions in llW*^ unumd'“ou^^inv imttliixi* 

Lok Sabha. The turnover rate ^he imj^osi 

Worlds in-j^e most polluted areas is 
•r&int^iu:!,.., pic worki rs are chosen 
society where 
one’s rights is just a 
'fTOmwesJ'OPeam. BelvwHin the official 
Statements and the reality thiue lies 
a jjjuge pa|k of maniaired false 
mients. f . ^ 

fever in India ha.s so much 

writteni about the subject with 
Tarapur syudiuiiic. 
iricHitt^'.ligW )watei' iq^ 

IeuniMy'^pendant oiri .. 

j ladi^irti^K^^water! .^I’hat ^Ind of 


jramUnv 
fr, it is 




, -- really 

that siiiipfr? TjHe fir.^ (question is a 
political <gie jnH; answer to that has 
iioiliiiig fq do witji tnfc State of nu- 
cie,ir teriinokigy hei;c o| the- effiiieiiry 
with wnich our ni,[ufcar establish- 
iiieiits gi© run. Hut tic answer to 
the Second question is Inal if Ro 
not lii^hteii our bells t^ access to 
the reproiessing plant mfy not be all 
tha^'gryl A siniple pjl hoi© crack 
pendunt onL.. tu.iV/leati_ lo .i gigantic %oricnt of 
j ladiiirtivK water! Jhat kind of' » 
sL't^-ofe*alhiiy.s. inconsistent >wilih 


thefimage of ii^gh-powci4d nuclear 
teijiiiologv tnjifcg-.iiw.ty vvith dock* 
.--.-•wofl^ 411 e( isuyir^i ^ 








Department of Atomic 
Energy in the doidrums 


By OIGA TELLIS 



S India’s nuclear pio- 
i^iainine hooked helpless- 
,1^ to a disiant, eiu*ive 
urciiir., or is it a KiKaulu 

_ HdS balloon ihat will 

biii.sl uiidei presi'jure ol its own tail 
tiaiiiu.' Uiie Icets tne uay ot rcckon- 
iiiK IS at tianu troin all ttie answers 
I'lveii in toe reoentiv coiicluoed 
session ol t'ai'iiament, the excuses 
ottered by the ciiairinan ot the 
uepaitmcnt ot Atomic hneruy. Mi 
Kuini betona, in nis maratnon Mana- 
idja bayaiiiao Menioiiai lectures and 
several otiier tacts that have come 

lo liiiht. 

In the memorial lectuie-s delivered 
at BaroUa last montii. Mr lloini 
Setnna said “In formulating our 
siratejiv tor inirlcar power develop- 
meiu wo nun to take iiuu account 
lliai wiine our uranium reserves are 
laiher imnk'd, our tliorium reserves 
aie amuiiK the laiiicst in the world. 
Vvo thus chalked out a piojiramine 
WHICH was not ba.'Od on the model 
ol the we.steiH couiitiies but tailored 
to oui own c011(1 moos. The stratcki 
eiivisdKed the fon.'.li ui lion ot natuial 
iiiaiiiiiHi fuelled leaciors m the first 
phase, lollowod by fast breeder re¬ 
actors in the second phase, usin*; 
piiitoHiiini prtMluied trom the Inst 
ptia.se leaciors This would eveii- 
tiiallv be loliowed bv reaciois based 
on the seil-sustaimna thoiium- 
uianinm cytle’’. 

Bv the.se stated objectives, nuclcai 
power stations and heavy wale.r 
plants toi tliese stations form the 
coie ot the lirst phase of the coun- 
iiv's atomic ciierKv projjrammc. To- 
ildv more titan 20 wars alter Ihe-se 
obiectives weie Inst stated, the lii-st 
pliase IS a sittin),' duck, yet to get off 
the ground. To s.iy it’s a total fail- 
uic would he rather harsh in the 
light ol the tact that “an advanced 
sciente and tecniiologv, drawing upon 
a still developing inuustiial base can¬ 
not of (.xjui.se be e,\|K‘Cted to liave a 
.smooth course, towards its goal and 
India’s nuclear etioits have had to 
fate dilliiullies m I his regard’’ But 
the tact remains that the authorities 
ol ifAK (Depariment of Atunne 
Energy) were well aware of the 
arcliair stiuctuie on which they were 
tiying to impose the superstructure 
ol advanced science and technology. 
They were also aware of the "pulls 
and pressuics ot realpohtik" which 
India ha.s had to contend with in¬ 
creasingly bo at best today these 
look like lame excuses for sophisti¬ 
cated, expensive programmes that 
have still to iustifv their existence. 


Itie Inst plMse was to have lour 
aloniit powei plants, nameiv, the 
larapur Aloniic I'ower Station (TAl’b) 
which has two units, and thr<;e otlier 
Stations --Rai.istiuin Atomic I’ower 
Pioject (RAl’l’) with two units, 

Madras Atomic I’ower I’loictt 

(iviAiT’i with two umt.s, and the 
Naiora Atomii Tower Proiect 

tNAi'P) Hr lloMii Uiiabim. considei- 

ed ine lathei til India’s nuclcai- pio- 
giamine h.id envesaged toat these 
staiions Would piodiite. 8,U00 MW ot 
piiwei bv lymi-til in tne seventies, 
V ikraiii bdiabiiai, who siiciecded Hi 
Bliahha Had slashed this hgurc down 
lo 2,(1)0 MW and now in 1080 one 
onds tiiai tiie countiy has only ttou 
Mvv available trom nuclear power. 

Wiidt IS I III- Imutiuiiing iKisition ot 
the atomic power siation-s tooav'.'’ 
Taiapui IS torcilnv made to run at a 
H'uiacd cjpacitv m oruei to strcich 
• 111(1 conseive the avaiiabtc tuei be- 
l ause ot tbc lontinuing uiiiei lainty 
over enriched uranium suppii'-.s Irom 
the UbA. Tile output ot tne two units 
ol 210 MW eacn has been pru- 
gte.ssively rcduied trom 170 MW dur¬ 
ing Its ntth lelueliing lo around 1-10 
MvV in PebiUidv 1070. I’lcsently unit 
i has been simt down since January 
toliowiiig a discovery ol ' pin hole" 
leaks in the bvpass loop, through Hi 
M. R. brinna.s.in, dnector ol the 
Power Projecls Liigineermg Uivcsion 
had said in early March that the unit 


would siait on Maicli 20 and legular 
pioduclion ol powei would begin in 
llie nisi week ot April. But new 
I omplicalioiis have developed as 
scientists tried lo ping the "pin hole’’ 
leass and tiie unit is soil shut down. 
Lacti delay is coslimg the nation 
.wound Rs 5 lakhs Per day 

Regarding MAPPS which has two 
units ol 2^3 MVV each locutcd at 
Kaipakkam near the shoie temples 
ol Mahabanpuram, Mis Indira 
Handhi. woo holds th© Atomic Eneigv 
por.lolio told Parliament, “Tne major 
c.iuses lor the delay m commission¬ 
ing the atomic power plant in Madras 
are problems laced m the tabnc.ition 
ot major items ot equipnieiU. del.iys 
at the maiuil.iclurcrs wmks due to 
labour unrest ..nd power ints .i,s also 
dilliLulties aiising out ot embaigo 
plated bv some countries on the 
export ot certain eiiuipment and 
maierials.” She .said unit oiit' wa.s 
expected to be completed bv tlie end 
ol l:)8V) and unit two bv earlv 1!183. 
Coininissioning would be taken uji 
thercattcr. 

The career of RAPP is even more 
distressing. ’J'he lirsl 220 MVV unit 
built With Canadian collaboidlion pie- 
scnliv works and shuts down tie- 
()uently. According to Mr Hoini 
Sethna, “while tne Canadians were 
rospon.siblc for the design we retain 
ihI the responsibility for I'onslruition 
and installation activities, liiiti.illv 



Indira Gandhi visited. Pokhran m Dtmnnber UU.IH'M accompanied bp K. 
C. Pont, the then Minister for Enerop ami I)r H. C. Sethna, Chairman of 


^ha Alcrmic Energy Commission 

Hoiiiu cquipmunt was Inipoitcd in a 
liiilahed cuiulltiun and later in a part¬ 
ly tnaiiufacturcd cunditiun, with the 
llnal manutacturc and assaniblv donu 
in India. Initlallv os a result ot in- 
tonsliicd indIgonUation ulTnrts, maior 
coniponunts such as ealendrta, end 
shields, .steam generations and fiicll- 
inp machines wore manufactured 
within the country for the Hrst time. 
The tirst unit of this st.ition has been 


in opoialiun lor iiciirlv seven years 
■ind It Is now meeting the tnojur part 
of the eiectriiitv re(|iiirement.s of 
ttiiiusthun.'’ 

Tlu' I'act.s, howi'ver. arc not .so 
glo.s.sv, because what Is at .stake Is 
not engineering skill but the capacity 
to generate power. On this scxire 
UAl'l’ one ha.s let down Raiasthan 
b.idly. It is true that RAPP is the 
target single supplier of power to 


Control Room of the Rajaslhan Atomic Power Station 



Rajasthan. It is to supply 40 lakh 
units a day. According to informa¬ 
tion available, it shouH have sent 
out 12,000 million KWH of power in 
six years ending 1979-80, but this 
supply has never been more than 
3000 KWH. In fact, in the last six 
years RAPP one has never worked 
continuously for even three months. 
And its longest running stretch has 
been for 69 days! To be fair to Mr 
Sethna, we could perhaps give his 
point of view about the RAPP .one 
let down. "In the early stages of 
operation we encountered several 
pro-blems. For instance, we had tur¬ 
bine blade failures due to manu¬ 
facture defldendes in Canada and 
also losses of heavy water during on¬ 
load refuelling operations as well as 
losses from valves, pipes, nttings etc. 
As a result of these ei^riences we 
carried out several modifications and 
design improvements. We also faced 
many problems due to the instability 
of the regional grid and frequent 
severe fluctuations and frequency in¬ 
stabilities, which resulted in the re- 
.ictor being shut down. We have 
dune our best to adapt ourselves to 
this situation by making many 
systems less sensitive to grid in- 
itability." 

So in 1973-74 RAPP one worked to 
24 per cent capadty, in 1974-75 it 
was 38 per cent, in 1975-76 It was 
24 per cent, in 1976-77 54 per cent, 
J 977-78 nine per cent and 1978-79 23 
per cent. RAPP two promises to be 
even more erratic. According to the 
UAE annual report for 1978-79, “unit 
11 of this station Is ready for its 
operations preparatory to taking in 
heavy water for the final stages of 
commissioning.'’ It is reliably learnt 
that trial runs of RAPP two ended 
in minor nccidciit as the tube sheets 
were found defective. There is also 
mystery around the small consim. 
inent of heavy water for the runniiig 
of the plant. The heavy water It to 
come from the Soviet Union. Most of 
the required quantity has arrived and 
it is said n smalt portion U yet to 
come. According to some sources 
this has Anally come, but there is no 
conlirmatlon about this from authori¬ 
tative sources. One can lay a wager 
as to whether it will be commission¬ 
ed at the end of the .year as the 
authorities promise. 

The Narora plant in Uttar Pradesh 
is still under construction, as the 
Prime Minister said. I’he first unit 
will be completed in 1984 and the 
second in 1985. The Government has 
said quite categorically that the 
country will depend ino-easlngly on 
nuclear power and the Prime Minister 
told the I^jya Sabha on March 27 
that additional atomic plants were 
under consideration of the Govern¬ 
ment. 




HIGH brings the focus on 
to another issue—heavy 
water. Without heavy 
water the atomic power 
Jplants, excluding Tarapur, 
which uses natural uranium, will not 
bo able to function. The projections 
made for heavy water were in the 
vicinity of lUOO tonnes bv 1980, to be 
proouced by four heavy water plants. 





One piant was to be developed with 
Indian technulofty and the other three 
with the help of France. Italy and 
Canada. Today, besides the 14 tonnes 
of heavy water produced at Nangal 
with German collaboration, we have 
not added to this in the last 18 years. 
The heavy water plant at Baroda was 
commissioned in September 1977 and 
four months later it blew up in an 
accident. It has been shut down 
since and, according to Mr Homi 
Sethna, it would resume production 
by April 15, 1980. He said in an In¬ 
terview to a news agency that, 
“actually the plant was run on trial 
for about a month in February and 
all sections were found to be func¬ 
tioning satisfactorily. The plant has 
been shut down again briefly for a 
final check-up of the systems.” Acc¬ 
ording to Mr Sethna, “the explosion 
and tire at the Rs 54^»re plant in 
1977 had not been an act of sabot¬ 
age”. He said the various agencies 
which had inquired into the incident 
had come to the conclusion that the 
accident was a result of the mechani¬ 
cal failure of an ammonia quench 
pipe piece at the exit of the ammonia 
converter. This he attributed to the 
poor design standards and the low 
quality of the metal used. Mr Sethna 
lurtner said, “Many such shortcomings 
were noticed in the final stages of com¬ 
missioning of the plant, and remedial 
measures had been taken. Many 
modifications had to be made in the 
equipment and some mincH* parts had 
to be replaced”. According to 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, the loss to the 
heavy water plant in Baroda because 
of the accident was estimated at Rs 
2.7 crores. The plant, she said, was 
expected to resume production in 
April 1980. 

The Talcher heavy water plant is 
ready for cximmissioning, according 
to Mr Sethna. This plant, designed to 
produce 62.7 tonnes of heavy water 
annually, has been ready for some 
time because in the DAE annual re¬ 
port for 1978-79, it was mentioned 
that the Talcher plant “is expected 
to become operational by the end of 
1979". It is now April 1980 and still 
in the "ready-for-commissioning” 
stage. 

The Tuticorin heavy water plant is 
an interesting story. It commenced 
operation in 1978 and has been shut 
down for some time duo to the shut¬ 
down of the ammonia plant of the 
SPlC’s (Southern Petrochemical Indus¬ 
tries Corporation) fertiliser unit. It 
commenced production again in Janu¬ 
ary 1979 but had to shut down again 
due to some technical problems with 
SPIC’iS ammonia plant. The Tuticorin 
plant is attached to the ammonia 
plant and if something goes wrong 
with the latter the former has to 
shiut down. It can produce heavy 
water at the required concentration 
only if it works for several months 
without a Iveak. This it has not been 
able to do because, as Mrs Gandhi 
toW the Rajya Sabha, "the plant 
which began production In July last 
year, has been affected due to power 
failures, frequent interruption in 
supply of ^thesis gas from the fer- 
tlli«r plant and labour troubles”. 

. Regarding the Ktna plant, we have 


been told in the DAE annual report 
for 1978-79 that, “commissioning 
work on the Kota plant is expected 
to start in December 1979 with the 
plant likely to go on stream in the 
middle of 1980”. One still has to 
hear officially about the comm i n- 
ing. And now Mr Sethna .says that, 
three more heavy water plants are to 
be set up in the near future. They 
will not necessarily be connected 
with fertiliser projects but may be 
based on the hydrogen sulphide wat¬ 
er exchange process. 

The question that comes up is on 
what basis is the Department of Ato¬ 
mic Energy making its plans? The- 
DAE owes the country a long explan¬ 
ation on why its existing atomic pow¬ 
er plants and heavy water plants are 
not functioning. TTie country has 
been liberal and lavish in its treat¬ 
ment towards the atomic energy pro¬ 
gramme. It’s tne country’s pnde and 
pie>iige. On»v receniiy the Depart¬ 
ment revised its expenditure on ato¬ 
mic power plants upwards by Rs 
2K#.4l crores and its neavy water 
Plant s expeuditui e by Rs 99.44 crores. 

the nr-st unit ot tne RAFF today 
costs IVs 73.2/ crores against the 
original esumate ol R.s 33.90 crores 
appioved 111 I9t>4. RAFF two will cost 
Ks 92.zt> crores against the original 
Us. 08.16 crores. ine cost of MAl'P 
one Has been revised upward from 
Rs. bl.i8 crores to Rs 107.87 crores 
anu MAPF two from its 70.63 crores 
to Ks 103.02 crores. Tne cost ot tne 
two units at Narora have been revised 
from Rs 209.89 crores to Rs 327.40 
crores. The cost ot the heavy water 
plants at Kota, Baroda. Taicher and 
i'uticorin will now be over Ks 189 
crores against the original estimate 
ot Hs 94.36 crores. Tne fast breeder 
test reactor which seems an even 
mure distant dream titan the power 
planis and the heavy water plants 
will cost Rs 38.72 crores against tne 
original Rs 35 crores. 

Tne utter failure of the heavy 
water plants wnich will be supposed 
to run the hrst stage reactors and 
the dismal performance of the ato- 


line power projects has created a 
cuain of other problems that are 
bringing into question the very fun- 
oamcmais on wnich Indian science 
has been organised. If RAPP, MAPP, 
and I'APlj and the heavy water 
plants had worked according to sdie- 
uule, they would have created a 
whoie Jot of jobs. Tnere wouJd have 
been so many more responsible posi¬ 
tions that sciendsts could have been 
appointed to. Today, because of the 
lack of positions tor upward mobili¬ 
ty, top scientists are stagnating or 
leaving the Department. Tne country 
is losing manpower from this sophis¬ 
ticated area and all that the autho¬ 
rities are doing are restricting people 
from applying for positions outside. 
The Power Project Engineering Divi¬ 
sion (PfED) of the DAE has receiv¬ 
ed a demand from its officers’ asso¬ 
ciation foi permission to apply for 
outside jobs as in other Government 
Departments. It is a disturbing deve¬ 
lopment that the. cream of Indian 
scientists in what was once a presti¬ 
gious department, should want to 
leave. 

Tne Prime Minister had informed 
Parliament that an internal panel 
had been sot up by the Secretary of 
the DAE to review the Department’s 
adminisli ative and management pro¬ 
cedures and practices. In fact, there 
is nothing new about this committee. 
It had been set up in August 1979 
and the BARCOA (Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre Officers’ Assodation) 
had already made its suggestions. 
The officers have also sent Mrs 
Indira Gandhi a memorandum asking 
essentially for a revision of the civil 
service conduct rules. They want a 
debate on how harmful the present 
rules are to a smooth and effective 
functioning of the DAE. These rules 
were made by the British for control¬ 
ling their subordinate staff and not 
scientists or scientific Departments. 
Yet these are the rules by which sci¬ 
entific officers are being harass¬ 
ed. For instance, the officers feel that 
the so called “pin hole” leaks at 
Tarapur could have been rectified bv 


now had the officers been taken into 
confidence. When the first leaks app¬ 
eared, i.()ine engineers had suggest^ 
ed that the wisest thing to do under 
the circumstnees would have been to 
take out the fuel rods and empty 
the (alcndria becau.sc then heavy 
water would not have been needed, 
taken safely. But they were over¬ 
ruled. Today the authorities arc 
disSinissing the mishap to Tarapur on 
March 14 while they were in the pro¬ 
cess of plugging the “pin hole” leaks 
and cracks in the by-pass line. 

SECTION of scientists 
are bitter over the way 
the “pin hole leaks” 
at Tarapur have been 

_I handled bv Mr Sethna 

and his colleagues. This is a never- 
ending controversy, particularly be¬ 
cause the unit which has been shut 
down since November 1979, first for 
refuelling and then because of the 
discovery of the pin bole leaks, Is 
hardly likely to start functioning in 
the very near future. Since it Is past 
the March 20 deadline, the only way 
out would be to appoint a third par¬ 
ty, an independent body like the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission of 
the United States, to give its opinion 
on the happenings at Tarapur. Today 
the authorities sit on judgment on 
their own work and they are hardly, 
likely to condemn or find fault with 
themselves. Since they always cite 
the cases of Japan, USA and Spain, 
it would only be fair to have an in¬ 
dependent watchdog body as these 
countries have. In fact, there is a 
very strong case for a total review 
and reassessment of the aims, objec¬ 
tives and achievements of the De¬ 
partments of Atomic Energy. The 
main issue is why we have 
not succeeded in the principal 
areas of the atomic energy pro- 

S ramme. Dr M. R. Srinivasan, the 
irector of PPED, has said that 
Tarapur has produced electricity of 
the value of Rs 200 crores and was 
responsible for the creation of grpss 
domestic product to the tune of Rs 
lOiOOO crores. Granted this is so, but 
how much has the delay in the 
commissioning of the other plants 
cost the nation. Had we had the 
2,700 mw installed capacity by this 
year as projected, w© would have 
had ancther Rs 40,000-50,000 crores 
of GNP and Rs 1,000 crores of elec¬ 
tricity. 

Till 1970 We had a large number 
of projects that were a success. 
There was the Apsara, the plutoni¬ 
um plant, Cirus, the nuclear reactor, 
the nuclear fuel complex, and the 
Zerlina test reactor and Tarapur 
which was a turnkey project, and the 
Nangal heavy water plant with the 
Germans on a turnkey basis. Then 
in the seventies everything started 
to go wrong. Except the Pokhran 
Implosion all the major projects have 
not been completed or are not runn¬ 
ing successfully. Unless the country 
Faces up to the reality and stoin 
treating atomic energy as a sacred 
sow rather than a commercial propo- 
iltlon, our nuclear ]HX>gramme$ \W11 
remain hitched to a big splendid ple- 
in-Hie-sky. 


The meltdown 


FACT 

fT4HE sirens began whooping 
before dawn. That was a 
little over a year ago, on March 
28, 1979, when alarm lights flash¬ 
ed red on instrument panels in 
the control room of Metropolitan 
Edison’s Unit 2. Few people out¬ 
side the United States had heard 
of Three MUe Island prior to 
the incident, but the sirens had 
heralded the worst accident in 
the history of US nuclear power 
production. Today, souvenir 
hunters at Three Mile Island can 
stop and buy T-shirts that read 
"Happiness is a cool reactor", or 
ceramic lamps shaped li,ke cool- 
mg towers, but the scarg are 
still there to jsee. 

The huge turbine of Unit 2, 
capable of generating 880 mega¬ 
watts of electricity, had tripped 
(shut down automatically) as the 
steam that turned it had some¬ 
how been shut off. This was no 
cause to worry, for technl- 
..,_ns believed that it would be 
easy to locate and correct. As 
things ' turned out, though, they 
could not have been more wrong. 
The reactor of Unit 2 produced 
heat by nuclear flssion and giant 
pumps pushed water heated by 
the reactor to two towering 
steam generators. Within the 
generators, heat from the . reac¬ 
tor’s pressurised water loops 
was "exchanged'* through tiny 
tubes to a second water loop 
that produced steam. This steani 
drove turbines that turned gene¬ 
rators to send 880,000 kilowatts 
of electricity humming out over 
high-tension wires. But the com¬ 
plex machinery of Unit 2 re¬ 
mained silent. 

It soon became clear what had 
happened. A pump on a genera¬ 
ting system hud shut down, cut¬ 
ting ofi water to the steam ge¬ 
nerator. The reactor, however, 
kept producing heat, raisii^ the 
temperature of the water in the 
primary reactor system. When 
the pressure reached 2,350 
pounds per square inch, 200 psl 
above normal, the reactor auto¬ 
matically shut down. Boron 
control rods dropped into the 
core to "poison** and finally 
close down the fission process. 
A valve on the pressuriser open¬ 
ed as planned but failed to close, 
with the result that radioactive 
water gushed into the '*quench 
tank” and overflowed to flood 
the floor of the contahunent 
structure. Some radiation— 
is not known how much—pene- 
trsted the walls of the structure 
at this stage. Meanwhile, the 


nightmare 



All employee of the Three MUe 
Island nuclear power plant checks 

radiation monitor _ ' 

pressure and water level in the 
reactor system began to drop, 
thereby triggering the emer¬ 
gency cooling system. But an 
operator flipped a switch, shut¬ 
ting it off and some of the fuel 
rods melted in the process. 

The sump pump transferred 
the radioactive water to a near¬ 
by auxiliary building, which 
flooded, venting radioactive 
steam. Badioactive water was 
dumped into the Susquehanna 
River the next day, while fur¬ 
ther radioactive material was 
released from the auxiliary 
building. The final and most 
dangerous stage came when a 
radioactive gas bubble formed 
at the top of the reactor, raiging 
the danger of a possible **melt« 
down”. In theory, according to 
experts, this would Involv# the 
reactor core malting its way 
through the steel walls of the 
reactor vessel and penetrating 
the floor ’ of the contalnnient 
structure. The core could drop 
into the water coOlant at the 
bottom of its chamber, or bum 
through the even thicker con> 
Crete base and deep into the 





earth. In either case, lethally 
radipactive eases would be re¬ 
leased, causing a nuclear catas¬ 
trophe. 

To all intents and purposes, 
the radioactive core was damag¬ 
ed during the first moments of 
the accident. This interfered 
with the cooling process and the 
massive heat generated damaged 
half the 36,816 nuclear fuel rods. 
In addition, highly flammable 
hydrogen gas began accumulat¬ 
ing inside the huge containment 
structure holding the reactor, 
posing the threat of a conven¬ 
tional explosion that could 
scatter dangerous radioactive gas 
and^debris over a wide area. 

In Harrisburg, Governor 
Thornburgh asked all residents 
within a ten-mile radius of 
Three Mile Island to remain in¬ 
side their homes with their 
windows closed. Then he urged 
pregnant women and young 
children within a five-mile ra¬ 
dius to move out, and ordered 
all schools closed. Finally he 
advised the four countries in the 
area, with a total population of 
900,000 people, to ready them¬ 
selves for evacuation. Fi.nally 
Harrisburg airport was closed for 
several hours because of the 
radiation hazard. 

Repair work, it is estimated, 
will cost Metropolitan Edison 
nearly $ 400 million, even 
though it is several months be¬ 
hind schedule. There are 600.000 
gallons of radioactive water that 
remain, covering the floor of the 
containment building to a height 
of seven feet, although the radia¬ 
tion level has dropped from a 
searing 30,000 rems per hour to 
a merely dangerous 200 rems 
just above the surface of the 
water. “We haven’t made as 
much progress as we had hoped," 
said Robert Arnold, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of Metropolitan Edison. For 
starters, Me(-Ed were severely 
criticised by local and state offi¬ 
cials for not giving a true asses¬ 
sment of the enormity of the 
situation. In addition, plant per¬ 
sonnel have been found guilty of 
misinterpreting their instru¬ 
ment readings, overriding auto¬ 
matic safety systems and shut¬ 
ting off the core-cooling system 
too early. Finally—and most se¬ 
rious—a report by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission has 
suggested that Unit 2 came clo¬ 
ser to “meltdown" than Met-Ed 
officials realised at the time of 
the accident. 

As if that is not all, NEC leels 
that Met-£d might not be able 
to meet the total cleanup bill 
and has ordered a study of op¬ 
tions if Met-£d goes baiikrupt. 
In addition, the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Conunission will 


deliver its verdict this month on 
whether Met-Ed’s operating cer¬ 
tificate should be revoked. If 
it is, no one seems to know who 
will take over the awesome task 
of cleaning up Three Mile Island. 

FICTION 

T HK movie The China syn¬ 
drome could not have been 
released at a better time. Three 
Mile Island took place a few days 
alter the lilm opened at theatres 
ttirougnout the United States. 
Ihe strange thing about the 
whole afiair was that fact was in¬ 
deed grimmer than fiction. The 
obscure title derives from the 
theory that, were a reactor core 
to lose its liquid coolant, it would 
bum it.s way through the floor, 
into the earth and continue all 
the wav to China. 

It wouldn’t really, though. In 
such an event, the core would 
meet the water under the earth's 
suitace, thereby releasing quanti- 
lies ol radioactive steam, so the 
Chinese have nothing to worry 
about. Jane Fonda and Michael 
^ouglas plav a TV newscaster and 
cameraman assigned to a nuclear 
plant to do a routine segment in 
a series on energy. Even while 
tile duo watch the control room 
from the glass-enclosed visitors’ 
gallery, a nuclear “auxident” 
occurs and the cameramaa films 
the whole report, unknown to 
anyone. 

by the time Fonda and Doug¬ 
las get back to their IV station, 
they find that the plant’s PR man 
has succeeded in persuading the 
news director that what had hap¬ 
pened was not worth reporting. 
So the latter sits on it. Douglas, 
the cameraman (who pronounces 
“nuclear’’ as “nukular”) steals 
the film and gets expert opinion, 
from evidence on the screen, that 
the plant nearly blew up. Fonda 
then trie.s to convince the nuclear 
control-room manager to help 
them to expose what really hap¬ 
pened that day. They run into 
heavv-calibre opposition in the 
form of the power company’s 
chief. 

One ol the veteran engineers 
in the control room, whose role 
is played by Jack I^emmon. joins 
ill the action. He is a firm be¬ 
liever in nuclear power as well as 
the elaborate Fail-Safe system 
which makes its peaceful use 
feasible. But his superiors push 
him a little too hard to recommis¬ 
sion the plant faster than he 
thinks it should be. Lemmon, 
meanwhile, discovers that the 
contractors who built the plant 
falsified their vital safety certifi¬ 
cates. There follows an attempted 
murder and Lemmon seizes the 
plant singlehandcd, while Fonda 
stands by to put his damning 
evidence on TV live. 
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Fiddling with national unity 


E -" IVEN tbe worst critics 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
had believed that what¬ 
ever mav be berfailiuMs 

_on any ftther score, she 

would outshine the Janata in 
sti-tecraft, in the conduct of fore¬ 
ign policy and in handling matters 
of national unity. This l^lief was 
based on Mrs Gandhi’s record. As 
CoUhrosj president, she resolved 
tbc Maharashtra-Gujarat tangle 
gie in i9i)8, as an oroinary Central 
Minister of Information, she ap¬ 
plied the healing touch when anti- 
Hindi riots broke out in Tamil 
Nadu in 1965, and as Prime Min-* 
istcr she brought Sheikh Abdullah 
back into the national mainstream 
by making him renounce his pleb¬ 
iscite slogan, and started sorting 
out problems of integrating the 
north-eastern region with- the rest 
of the country. In a way it was a 
tribute to Mrs Gandhi’s under¬ 
standing of the problems of na¬ 
tional unity that in 1977, when she 
was routed in the Hindi heartland, 
the south stood by her. 

When Mrs Gandhi took back th( 
reins of Government, there was 
a refreshing new initiative in 
Assam. She started a dialogue. It 
was to be expected that there 
would be no easy solution. Such a 
situation requires patience, undc- 
standing, tactful handling without 
conceding on the basic point of 
national unity. Of all persons, Mrs 
Gandhi should have known this 
with her rich experience of hand¬ 
ling such situations. But some¬ 
thing happened and Mrs Gandhi 
suddenly adopted a tough posture. 
The sequence of events is like 
this. The youthful general secre¬ 
tary ol the West Bengal Pradesh 
Congress Committee lands in the 
capital a day after it was announc¬ 
ed on March 12 that the talks be¬ 
tween Assam student leaders and 
Union Home Minister Zail Singh 
had d adliicked. He meets Sanjay 
Gandhi. The idea of an economic 
blockade of Assam is bom. Sub- 
rata then meets Mrs Gandhi. It is 
said that she only listened to Su^ 
ra . ind remarked, “Kuch to ka- 
rana hoga (something has to be 
done) but it should be peaceful". 
Subrata flies bade to Calcutta the 
same evening. In three days the 
blockade agitation starts. West 
Bengal Pradesh Congress presi¬ 
dent Ajit Panja is m the dark. 
West Bengal leaders in Delhi are 
not taken into confidence. Hence 
both Ajit Panja and A. B. A. 
Ghanl Khan Choudhury publicly 
express dissaproval of the agita¬ 
tion. Pranab Mukherjee follows 
the golden rule of discretion be¬ 
ing the better pert of valour. 



By KEWAL VARMA 


When confronted in Parliament on 
March 21, Mrs Gandhi takes an 
equivocal position. ‘T cannot ignore 
the genuine feelings of West Ben¬ 
gal.” Subrata feels emboldened. 
He rushes back to Delhi, meets 
Sanjay twice on March 22, first 
with Ajit Panja and Ghani Khan 
Choudhury and then with Ajit 
Panja alone. Later he meets the 
Prime Minister also. Ajit Panja 
is now a changed person. 
He goes back to Calcutta and sup¬ 
ports the agitation. Mrs Gandhi 
throws away the garb of equivoca¬ 
tion and virtually justifies the 
blockade in Parliament on March 
26. 

It is not only in this case that 
Mrs Gandhi has adopted such a 
course. She has also reportedly en¬ 
couraged Gundu Rao to articulate 
the territorial dispute between 
Karnataka and Kerala over Kasar- 
god. Fortunately, the Kasargod 
problem does not have as dange¬ 
rous potential as the blockade agi¬ 
tation has. The blockade agita¬ 
tion obviously has a limited ob¬ 
jective. This is to create a law and 
order problem in West Bengal 
whicn in turn could create condi¬ 
tions for Central intervention in 
the State. It is not certain whe¬ 
ther the organisers of the block¬ 
ade will succeed in this. But, it 
could certainly arouse the latent 
resentment of Bengalis towards 
Assamese. Mrs Gandhi has thus 
encouraged a move which will put 
the two sub-nationalities of the 
country on collision course. 

Conceptually, an economic 
blockade Is the last step before 
declaring war on a hostile people. 
Can we afford to treat Assam in 
this fashion? The problem has to 
be viewed in the proper perspec¬ 
tive. Over a period of time the As¬ 
samese have been reduced to a 
minority in their own home state. 
The Assamese slept over this and 
the national leadership did not 
care. An eventual boiling over was 
natural Many malevolent forces 
are obviously trying to fish in 
troubled waters. The BSS is trying 
to give it a Hlndu-Musl'm colour. 
Som“ foreign countries aro trying 


to accentuate the unsettling effect 
The Assamese landed gentry Is 
trying to exploit the movement 
against their occupancy tenants 
who are mostly Immigrant Bengal¬ 
is. But all this cannot be used to 
braass the central issue, namely 
the genuine fears of the dominant 
ethnic community seeing them¬ 
selves getting obliterated. 

The problems of fusing a multi¬ 
lingual and multi-sodal people 
into one nation are stupendous. 
The Assam problem can be better 
appreciated if one fact is taken in¬ 
to account. Assam was never a part 
of the Moghul Empire. The Mo¬ 
ghuls did not cross the Brahma¬ 
putra. The East India Company 
made Assam a part of India only 
in 1892. In other words, the his¬ 
tory of Assam as part of this coun¬ 
try is only 150 years old. 

The problem of ethnic minori¬ 
ties could be appreciated from the 
experience of tne UK. It has a 
long; history in the modern period. 
It is a small aiuntiy with a high 
level of industrialisation which 
ensured high mobility of its popu¬ 
lation. It has a unitary form of 
Government. Yet in 1974, when I 
visited Britain I saw Scottish 
nationalism on the march. At Aber¬ 
deen. when I was mixing water 
with single malt whisky, my host 
told me ; “Single malt whisky 
should preferably be taken neat. 
If for the sake of taste, you want 
to dilute it then mix Scottish wa¬ 
ter, never English water.” Then one 
of mv Scottish guides said; “I, have 
three sisters, one of them married 
an Englishman. I have not for¬ 
given her for that, and have never 
visited her since her marriage.” 

The “blockade response” to the 
Assam agitation will only harden 
feelings of Assamese nationalism. 
In addition all the seven sisters 
of the north-east are in turmoil 
Mrs Gandhi should know that 
with confrontationist politics pur¬ 
sued by ber on vital domestic is¬ 
sues, there will not be any national 
consensus behind her in the game, 
particularly when its immediate 
aim is to dislodge the West Bengal 
Government. Also it is too tempt¬ 
ing for some foreign countries, 
particularly the USA and China, 
to help the process of destabilisa¬ 
tion of the north-eastern region. 
The problems of national unity are 
too delicate to be left to “Doon- 
School boys” (Kamal Nath is the 
latest to support the blockade agi¬ 
tation). In the first three months 
of her rule, Mrs Gandhi has not 
covered herself with glory in hand¬ 
ling vital sodo-econoraic domestic 
issues. Let her not go down also 
as the disrupter of national unity. 
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l.LlH’i Preis area is 
on Bahadui'shah 
Zatar Marjf, the road 
namt'd alter the last ol 

_the Kieat Moghuls in the 

Indrupi jslha area ot New Uolht. Tne 
aioa Is lull in history. The name 

null api astha’ has been given to it 
heefiii.se n is .supposed to have been 
toe siic ot us namesake, in the Matia- 
biiaraia eia 1 he area is just off the 
terozeshah Kotla lort and the famous 
cncKei groui.d wnicfa is the venue of 
Test matches. The walled city of Shah- 
lahanabad is a stone’s throw awav. 
Uppo-site tile present Press area was 
the former jail ot IXdhi where many 
freiulom lighters had been kept by 
the British (ihat area Ls now part of 
a medical college). In this Press 
area, very near the 'khooiii darwaza’ 
on Bahadurshfih /.afar Marg (where 
tile Biiiish had done to death two 
soils ot Zfitar) stands the Jiiiban 
Eivnrss bunding, wmeh has bccxime 
the to( .it point of a new epic war 
Ix-iiweeii the Congioss (I) regime and 
a iK'w.^pap.T manageineiit. 

file battle winch is taking place in 
thus ..lea now is brnwecMl tlic Lt. 
Giuoiiior I llpr.iivap.il) of Jfelhi. 
Jagiiiuhan. and Hainnaih (ioimka, the 
ageing patriarch of the Jiuiiun Express 
group the l,..rgest newspaper chain 
111 toe couimv.fiie swoixl ol Uamoclcs 
hangs (Her the now buiiomg ot the 
E.ii/)css coming up belore the old 
one. Tti« comroversv gives use to 
the spot iii.ftion that all otiioials ot 
the new rogime are not serious about 
Mrs (jdiidhi'.s assurance of adminis- 
teimg a healing touch’ to the strife- 
torn iifinon. 

I'he vv.ir w.is sparked off by the 
Upiara.iyapal on the evening ol 
Ma.oii I tie summoned a specml 
Press ooiilerencc and announci'd that 
he was appomUng a mrc<;-meinber 
comiinbeo headed bv V'V. Snaiza, duel 
socrei.irv ol IJelni, to inquire imo 
■'ll rogulai ities " m the. sanction of 
the plan lor the new building ot 
inaiun IJrjirc’si. According to Jag- 
niolian, tiic iiianagement of Indian 
Express,, by vinue ol its close fmks 
with the erstwhile Janata Govern¬ 
ment (beoaiiso of Bamnash Goenk.'s 
pro.ximity to .IP as well ;is the role ot 
Indian Expriss in openiv supporting 
the JP iir.ncment and later the 
Jf.nata Party and Governmeat). had 
got a plan approved by the relevant 
authorities tor the a ’W bui.ding in 
violation ot the masiicr plan ot Delhi 
ana municipal byiaws. 

Jagmohan’s cliarges centred arouna 
four points. I nst, he said that the 
floor-urea ratio (the ratio between 
the built up aica and the area of the 
p.ot) ol the two building.s of the 
Express put together would oomc. to 
360, vvlieieas the building bylaws 
only permitted a r.itio ot 300. Second, 
no provision tor a car park had been 
made m the 'plan and due to in- 
creascid conuiiernal activity in the 
area fo.lowing the con.struction of 
the buldmg. there would be more 
traffic isongc.stioii ’fhird. J.iginotian 
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Did the Express 
break the law ? 


A S PE Cl A L CO R R E S PC N DEN T reports 



The new R.rpreffs building before the old 


alleged that the new.spaper manage¬ 
ment was building 23,000 square feet 
more iioor area tiian the plan allow¬ 
ed lor. fourth, it was alleged that 
the sanctioned plan had been violat¬ 
ed b> tfiio construction ot an uppiT 
basement (a deck above toe baseineni 
but txilow the ground floor). 

While appointing the Shaiza coin- 
inihee to go info the alleged irrogu- 
laniies m the construction of the 
bui.diiig, the Dparaivapal made it 
clear that it the piemises were found 
to be inegmar, then the possibilKy 
<d the budding or part ot it being 
demolished could not be niied out. 
lie also said that the Ex:press 
uian..gen]ent would be able to earn 
anyihiiig upto Its 75 lakhs as rent 
from tne new bui.ding after it had 
been csinsii ucted. The Uparajyapal 
did not stop at that. 

Alter the Press conference on 
March l,he issued Pres.s statements 
on Uie subject subsequcnvly on Maicii 
4 and 8 which were despatched 
through sspociul couiiers to new.:.- 
papei oHices. finally on Maicb 12 
he summoned a Press cxinferencc 
again and announced that tne Shaiza 
panel had hCid tndian Express guilty 
ot irregularities and for having 
violuted the lease agreement, the 
nia,ster pian of Ueihi and inuniapal 
b.vlaws. Tne consequences of the 
iiiioings could be aiiytning, ranging 
tiom demuliviun ol tne wiiole or a 
part of the new buiioing to the Gov¬ 
ernment reentering' that porvion ot 
the cumpuund of tndian Exrpress in 
Delhi wnere the unauthorised con- 
struciion has taken place in violation 
ot ihe lease agrcenieni. 

the Indian Express management 
.should not have been taken unawares 
by the lindiiigs of the Snaiza panel, 
for dll the members were subordinate 
oHitei's ot the Uparajyapdl and right 
troin the beginning the Express 
rnaiidgemenl had been maintaining 
that the arajvapal’s aciion was 
pioinptec jv ’collateral interests and 


political vendetia'. But a warning 
of the possible shape of things to 
come had come to the Express 
management on March J1 Kselt. 
when It had received a noDcx; from 
the Union Works and Housing Mi¬ 
nistry (headed by Prakash Chand 
Sethi) asking them to show cause 
within 30 da.ys as to why the Gov¬ 
ernment should not reenter the lea.s 
ed pioperty in view ol the construe 
lion ot thie ‘additional b.ock’ by the 
Express. The notice warned: “It 
no satisfactory cause was showti, 
further action to reenter upon the 
premises will be taken without any 
further reference to you.’’ What 
will be the fate of the new building, 
m which the Express group reported¬ 
ly has plans of sterling a new Hindi 
daily’? 




HIDE the Shaiza panel 
has held the E:cpress 
inanagernent guilty of 
violating a number of 
laws, the cxpl.ination 
given by the Express management 
to the various allegations agaiast it 
ouglit to be put on record, especially 
because for .some strange reason the 
dai'v newspapers have given a 
rather lukewarm treatment to this 
assault on a fellow new.spaper mana- 
gemen't and the Express’ version has 
virtually gone unnoticed. 

The Mea of the present Press area 
on Bahiadiirshah Zafar Marg was 
suggested to Jawaharlal Nehru bv 
none other than Ramnath f>enka 
who wrs verv close to Gandhij'i b"- 
cause of his links in the South. The 
idea was to give new'-paper manage¬ 
ments sites at «ubs'di'ed rate's and 
to .set up an Indian version of 
T.nndon’.s P'cet Street, The Express 
wa® initiallv gi''/»n the romermn.st 
p'ot near the Tilak Bridge where. 
Pyarelal Bhavan stands today, but 
Pyareial, wno too was very aose to 
Ganuniji, fancied tne site and Nehru 
asKeci LioenKa to take tne comer- 














most plot on the other extreme, 
adiacent to the feruzesnah Kutia. 
When the plans were being lorma- 
liseU, it was sudoeiiiv touncl that 
there was an ancient municipal drain 
wuicn passed under that area. The 
Exnress, therctore, was given two 
Plots and told to build a somewnat 
triangular building on plots nuiiiUer 
nine and ten ot Bahadurshah Zatar 
Marg so as not to disturb tnc drain 
which ran diagonally across the two 
plots allotted to the Express. Hall of 
the piot allotted the Express in 1952. 
therctore. was left vacant. There 
was no masterplan formulated for 
Ueihi when the construction ot the 
buildings in the Press area cxiniin- 
cnced in the early Fifties and theie- 
tore the concept ot leaving setbacks’ 
(sunifi open space in the plot atlcr 
construction) was not there and all 
the buildings except the Express 
(whicli had to perforce level open 
space because ot the dram) weie 
built from edge to edge and no 
setbacks were left on tliosc plots. It 
IS an iro'ny ol histoiv tluat the original 
agreement between the Express and 
the Uethi authorities was signed m 
1952 on behalt ol the Express bv 
its the theji general manager, Mi 
I ero/e Gandhi. 

The Iloor-area ratio of the original 
Express building being 50\). when the 
I'.xprcss management tiKik the plan.s 
for sanction to the Janata Govein- 
incnt, they were told that they could 
not build the new building to the 
60-1 eet height (which is the iioinial 
height allowed lor all buildings in 
the area) because then the combined 
floor-area ratio ot the two buildings 
put together would be much higher 
than the prescribed limit. As a ann- 
prumisc, thev were told to forego one 
floor ol the new building (tJiat is. 
have It one floor shorter than the 
other buildings so as to have a lloor- 
ar<*a ratio ol 360 for the entire plot, 
taking both the buildings together. 
’Ihe Express' management sourc’es 
point out that the floor-area ratio ot 
300 has riot been followed in many 
places. They say that the Delhi 
Vikas Pradhikaran (DI)AJ building m 
the Indraprastha area, the Vikas 
Minar, has a floor-area ratio ot 450. 
Some other newspaper offic'es, situat¬ 
ed only 200 yards away from the 
Extxress have a ratio of 380. 'rhey 
also quote from the sanction letter 
of the DDA, written by H. D. Gohar, 
joint director (buildings) in 1978. In 
lhal letter, (No; F3 (22) ’78 Build¬ 
ings) Gohar has stated that an over¬ 
all (loor-area ratio of 360 is permitt¬ 
ed for the plots with the Express and 
that the installation of Press inacni- 
aery in the basement will enable the 
basement to be exempt from being 
included in the calculation of the 
floor-area ratio. 

As regards parking spacx;, tne 
Express sources point out that its 
building is the oniy one in the Press 
area vvhich has sei-vice lanes on an 
four sides and in addition, there is 
a huge ground next to it near the 
Ferozeshah Kolia, which is earmark¬ 
ed for parking in the area plans of 
the cormn-adem. All other news¬ 
paper offices in the area have service 
lanes on two or three sides only. The 


concept of a ‘setback’ not being lu 
vogue during the time when the 
Press area was built in the Fifties, no 
building has provided for a car park. 
The Express has provided 5,000 
square feet for a car park next to 
the new building, it is pointed out. 
Exwess souroe.s further point out 
that in the sanction letter, Gohar ol 
DDA had said; "Parking on the 
service road is permitted in the same 
manner as it is for other buildings 
in this line". Jagmohan’s charge on 
this score, therefore, appears to be 
untenable. 

As regards the allegation that the 
con.struclion has been done in excess 
of the sanctioned area, the Express 
sources say that prior to constructing 
the new building the manageineiit 
had to realign the old drain at their 
cost (Ks 6 lakhs) so as to make it 
p..ss along the four walls ot the 
compound While th<- drain was 
being realigned, the old brick dram 
bill St and flooded the entire area on 
which the new construction is going 
on. In order to save the foundations 
ol the old building (built in 1958) 
and also to ensure that the service 
lane in front does not lavo in, the 
Iri.tiigiilar plot ol land which had 
been left vacant in the original 
.scheme was dug up to 14 feet and 
fortilied with concrete. A major 
pait oi this area is now torming a 
part of the new building and the 
Upar,ijVi.pars objurtion that the 
ba.sement has been built in excess of 
the sandioned plan and that the 
basenieni is extending out of the 
p'ifith area ol the building perhaps 
stems from this. The Express sources 
Ci<iim tnat Uie 9,ooo *qu,.ie leel o( 
excess biuil area ad.iacent to the 
basement of the new building will 
run be utilised as an extension of 
the basement of the new building but 
instead it will bi' used paitlv as a 
water tank lor the municipal water 
supply to the building and partly a-, 
a static water tank tor lirelighting, 
sumeibing winch need not be over- 
ompnasised in view ot the recent lire 
in tne mullisUnevcd Hmausian i imes 
bunding on Kasturba Gandhi Marg 
and another ore wmch nau broken 
out in a multistorevcxl building on 
Baiaknamba Hoad But if Jagmohari 
Is peeved ><l the possible u.^e ol the 
space adjoining the basement of the, 
new building and is opposed to the 
extension ot the basement beyond 
the plinth area of the new building, 
then liis eyes should again turn 
tovvaids the Vikas Miiiar ot DDA, 
the Express sources point out. The 
Vikas Minar, according to these 
sources, stands on only one-third of 
the plot and the b<-semcut is three 
times the, Piinth area, it is alleged. 

The bone ot conteiitiou regarding 
additional co'iistruction is an upper 
basemeftt, which is being built in view 
of the need to iostal a rotary press, 
fhe rotary machine, it is pointed out, 
has to be approadied at the bast* 
li'vel and at the shoulder level. ’Ihe 
newsprint is fed at the base level 
and the printed newspapers are taken 
out at the shoulder level, which 
normally is kept close to the road 
level so that the vans can pick up 
the newspapers and move out. 


The Indian Express authoritie^ 
claim that they are building a con¬ 
crete slab on the shoulder level of. 
the rotary because wood is prone to 
fire hazards and steel will make the 
niacr very hot in summer. Moreover, 
steel being a good electrical conduc¬ 
tor. it will be dangerous. The con¬ 
crete sliihs are there in thi* Hmdttslan 
'limes and Times of India buildings 
as well, it is pointed out bv these 
sources. The proposed building of 
The Statesman too has a similar pro¬ 
vision, it is learnt. In view if this, 
Express sources assert that what 
-seems to be aa aduinoiial bit of con¬ 
struction has to be looked at differ¬ 
ently as the authorities themselves 
agreed to allow the Express to set up 
a press in the new building’s basement 
Tne .special typo ot iiiacninery need¬ 
ed to bring out a newspaper should 
be kept in view and the upper base¬ 
ment, being an <*,xtension of the 
needs for which thfe use ol basement 
has been allowed in the first place 
by the sanction letter, should not 
also be taken into account while 
calculating tlu* floor-area ratio. ’Fhe 
Hxprpsti management planned ’ to 
seek. jiislioe troni the Supreme Court 
and try to get tho* Delhi Administra¬ 
tion restrained regarding any action 
on the building. Iho giounds on 
which tlio wiit has been mov¬ 
ed in the ixmrt are. 

1. Article. 14 of thft Constitution— 
(‘qiialitj before the Jaw. The Express 
will n.'iserl that while the floor-area 
ratio and other provisioiLs of build¬ 
ings, notably the Vikas Minar, are 
allowed in violation of a strict 
interpretation of the laws, the 
Eipres.'t Ks being singled out. 

2. Possibilities of grievous and 
ii reparable clamage in case the threat 
ot deiiioliiioii Is tarried out 

5. Article 19(])a of the Constitu¬ 
tion—bid to defame and harass thri 
Express and cuilailment of freedom 
of speech by putting a newspaper 
under pressure. 

Whal is interesting in the whole 
(as<! is that while there aie innumer¬ 
able problems of the Union Terri¬ 
tory of Dc'lhi vvhich need the Upara- 
jvapal'.s imnickliate attention, he has 
started de.voting a lot of time to this 
one case coni'eniing n single build¬ 
ing in the Pres.s aiea Even if the 
charge of iiTegularities is proved 
true -is held by the Shai/a panel, 
then was it is not enough for one of 
the lower officials to have dealt 
with it? Or Ls Jagmohan still con¬ 
sidering himself to bp the Vice- 
Chairman of DDA. as he was during 
the Emergency, and thinking that all 
his encrgie.s should be* diverted 
towards dealing with ‘uiiaiithori.secl’ 
constructions? It is strange that he 
should* have held two Pies.s cxiii- 
ferenccs and issued sevcr.il Pre.s.s 
statements on this one Issue. It has 
now come to light that ns ho wanted 
the file on the cMSe bronglit before 
him immediately, one cupboard in 
the municripalitv office h.id to be 
hroken opc’n because the officer 
de.iling with the casp was on leave. 
J.igmohan h;i.s said that he is not 
being vindictive but Ls only tr\ ing to 
undo a wrong deeision ot the .iaiwta 
Government. 



A slum on fire 


A gruesome eviction-spree 



Mice alrocUws in Baiganwadi 

A S lakhs of people in Bombay settl¬ 
ed down to enjoy a long week¬ 
end oil Salnrday, March 15, March 
17 being Rainnavanii, (a public holi¬ 
day), 5,000 women, children and men 
were rendered homeless. Their hut.s 
were reduced to smouldering cinders 
after u two-hour battle with the poli- 
cej, At about 11.30 a.rn., a posse of 
policemen who constitute a part of 
the (k-molitiun .squad, descended on 
the slunidweller.s of Baiganwadi in 
Govaiid aix'a. The hapless women 
and children had never seen so many 
policemen together. The ai«a has 
just one police station which looks 
after the Denoar abbatoir. Jf the 
residents ol Govandi, mostly slumd- 
wcllers, have to lodge a complaint, 
they are required to go to Kurla 


which is miles away. The law and 
order situation in this area is terrible. 
At 11.30 in the morning most of the 
men were away and the women and 
children had to defend their homes 
from the robot-like demolition squad 
of the Bombay Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion. They were in illegal occupation 
oi Municippl Jand and had formed 
the new Baiganwadi Colony three 
years ago. Most of them were swee¬ 
pers, municipal workers, petty shop¬ 
keepers and people doing sundry 
jobs with no staady .source of in¬ 
come. The majority of residents are 
Muslims. A number of illicit liquor 
dens operate in the area. Most of 
the people arc tenants of the slum¬ 
lord Umber Pathan who constructed 
the huts. He later sold these to the 


slumdwellcrs and reportedly made Bs 
six lakhs in the bargain. 

In Bombay slum-lords usually sell 
huts to dwellers and periodically the 
Municipal authorities come and de¬ 
molish them. The slumlord then, 
arrived on the scone, builds new huts 
and sells them oil. It is like a 
deal between the slum lords and the 
Municipal authorities. It is alleged 
that even some councillors are in this 
reckless money-making gaqje. Accor¬ 
ding to, official sources, the Municipal 
authorities say that they warned the 
dwellers in advance about the impen¬ 
ding demolition. But the slum-dwel- 
le»’S say they were not given any 
notice. 

After the incident all political big¬ 
wigs, including tlie former Chief Min¬ 
ister Sharad Pawar reached the slum 
to shed their quota of crocodile lears. 
But sympathy ended there. Five 
thousand people arc in .search of 
homes and thousands have to start 
from scratch as all their belongings 
were destroyed in the fire. According 
to the dwellers, the police set fire to 
their huts with burning rods after the. 
women and children put up resi.st 
ancc. The pohee fired two rounds of 
tear-gas. and in the blur and t'oni- 
motion il is said, set fire to the huts 
also. 

Mrs Mahatrc, the wife of a swee¬ 
per saw her one-and-a-half-ycar-old 
child beaten with a lathi by the 
police. Neither old men and women 
nor children were spared from savage 
police rites. Demolition of slums is 
nothing new. There is a special de¬ 
molition squad in the Bomba,v Mu¬ 
nicipal Corporation witli a budget of 
Rs two lakhs every month. And so, 
onward to the next ruthless demoli- 
Mon. 

OLGA TELUS. Bombay 


Delhi student murdered 

BiHa and Ranga behind bars notwithstanding 


M YSTURY shrouds the biutal mur¬ 
der of a l!) year-old college stu¬ 
dent Gnutam Jaysinghania whose de¬ 
composed body was tound in a shal¬ 
low grave on March 21 (his year. 

At the time ol wilting, the Delhi 
Police seems completely confused 
about the nioiivo and identity of the 
criinin,;‘. Iiuid what is pertiaps one 
ol l-> c!in . 111,-1 uitriguing murders 
in ic !i - file only son of a 
busi. 1 .. in '<uamuddin West, 
a Scjt'i ( l iiii colony, Gautam was a 
final-year i; •r student at the pre.s- 
tigious ‘-1. Slepheiis College. On 
March t) G.iulairi was dropped at the 
i Mall Roa<I bus stop near his college 
; by a friend around 1 p.m. Thai was 
the last turn, anyone saw him alive. 


There was no news of Gautam till 
the jKxt evening when his worried 
family received a letter from him. 
The letter scribbled on two sheets 
torn from an exercise book, bone the 
sketch of a map and was dated 
Match 6. The letter was in Gautam’s 
hand, and evidently written in a hurry. 
It said, “Come immediately, these 
people are very serious. They robbed 
me and are armed with guns. They 
will kill me and kill yo'u. Bring mo¬ 
ney—Ihe maximum. And please 
don’t tell anybody.” The letter asked 
Mr Jaysinghania to come within an 
hour of receiving the letter to a place 
in Govindpuri. There he would find 
two other letters. One would be under 
a car bearing the same number as 


the Jaysinghania car. The other 
would be stuck among a clump of 
electric poles at the spot. The letter, 
received by Mr Jaysingliania on March 
7, was marked “letter number one” 
and was accompanied by a map giv¬ 
ing directions to the spot in Govind¬ 
puri. 

The Jaysinghanias received the let¬ 
ter late because the address on the 
letter, which was hand-delivered was 
wrong. The address on the letter 
which was significantly not in Gaiu- 
tam’s handwriting was G 57, while 
the Jaysinghanias stay at G 77. 

GaulanTs father immediately rush¬ 
ed oH to the appointed place and 
after some difficulty located the 
clump of electric poles. To his sur¬ 
prise there was no car and no letters. 
After waiting near the poles for about 
an hour Mr Jaysinghania came back 
disappointed. He then met the Delhi 
Police chief P. S, Bhinder and showed 
him the letter. Earlier he had re¬ 
ported the matter to the local police. 






where the missing persons could be. 
Mr Chopra is reported to have told 
the police just a few hours after he 
found his children missing, that they 
were lying on the ridge. The police 
did nothing, lu the case of Gautam 
Jaysinghania, the police knew from 
the letter that Gautam or his assail¬ 
ant were somewhere near the spot in 
Govindpuri. In both cases, the victims 
were found in areas the police claim¬ 
ed to have already searched but 
found nothing. In both cases, the bo¬ 
dies were discovered instead by civil¬ 
ians. And in both cases, of course a 
lot was left unexplained. 

The strange facts of the Chopra 
case are well-known. In the case of 
Gautam Jaysinghania, the mystery is 
as lliick. Some of them are very in¬ 
triguing. The exact date on which 
Gautam was murdered for instance is 
still not clear. The police say the 
body was found a fortnight after the 


murder. Gautam's relatives claim 
that the doctors who did the post¬ 
mortem told them he was killed only, 
four days back. There is also the dis¬ 
covery of a wig near Gautam’s grave 
as well as a car both of wbi^ the 
police later denied had an^bing to 
do with the murder. Therb 
are even reports -about an old 
girlfrtend of Gautam who was miss¬ 
ing from her 'h^use from around the 
same time Gautam disappeared. 

The police are presently eliminat¬ 
ing some of the theories, and claim 
that they are (poised for a “major 
breakthrough” in the case. In tte 
Chopra case‘the breakthrough came 
in the shape of the accidental arrest 
of Billa and Ranga. It is to be seen 
now lucky the Delhi police wiU be 
this time. 


AJOY BOSE. New Delhi 


who showed no sense of urgency and 
advised him to wait for a few days, 
instead of panicking. However, after 
seeing the letter from Gautam, the 
police were more serious and the 
Commissioner Mr Bhinder promised 
Mr Jayasinghania that all efforts 
would 1 x 1 made to trace his son. 

The Jaysinghanias also inserted an 
advertisement in the newspapers ask¬ 
ing for information about their miss¬ 
ing son. The police evidently did not 
go very far. After two weeks when 
they failed to find any clue, they 
announced an award of Rs 5,000 for 
information about Gautam. The 
Jaysinghanias received a torrent of 
phone calls from all over the- capital 
and some telegrams from other citie.s 
offering information in response to 
the advertisement, Althougii most of 
tlie details were useless, one phone 
call was particularly mysterious. 

On March 16, exactly ten days af¬ 
ter Gautam disappeared, Mr Jayasin¬ 
ghania got a phone call from an an¬ 
onymous caller who claimed to know 
about Gautam’s whereabouts. The 
caller who spoke in a cultured and 
obviously upper-class accent, said 
he would be waiting that night in 
Iront of a South Delhi cinema hall 
on a yellow motorcycle. Mr Jaysingli- 
ania rushed to the cinema hall but 
was again disappointed. There was 
no yellow motorcycle. 

On March 21, around 2..%0 p.m., a 
chowkidar doing his rcuuds in 
Govindpuri found a nauseating smell 
coming from a jungle in the areau He 
followed the sfnell and found a hu¬ 
man leg sticking out of a bole in the 
ground. The chowkidar informed the 
police who then took about three 
hours to dig out the decomposed 
body with hands tied behind, clad in 
Wrauglei jeans, a fawn T-shirt and 
brown shoes. Later, Mr Jaysinghania 
identified the body as Gautam’s. The 
body lay just haS a kilometre from 
the spot marked “one” in Gautam’s 
letter. 

The post-mortem report which was 
rekased the next day by the police said 
that Gautam had been killed about 
a fortnight before his body was dis¬ 
covered. His death, the report said, 
occurred due to asphyxiation. The 
body was too decomposed to enable 
offidals to ascertain whether it bore 
any stab wounds although some news¬ 
papers quoted police sources as say¬ 
ing that the body bore four stab 
wounds. The murder has completely 
baffled the poUce who are now trying 
to cover up their apathy in the first 
place. According to relatives of the 
Jaysinghania family, Gautam’s pa¬ 
rents are very bitter about the fact 
that the police did not make enough 
^ffort to trace Gautam. 

The parallels with the murder of 
the Chopra children which created 
such a furore two years back are 
many. First^, both came from upper 
class families and disapi>eared in 
broad daylight from crowded streets. 
Secondly, in both cases the police ini¬ 
tially did not take much interest in 
finding the criminals. Again, in both 
cases, the police had some idea of 


Are doctors 



Nazreen Bam and her mother 


H UMAM tragedies become more 
poignant when elders trade 
upon the misfortunes of children. 
How else can one explain the at 
titude of Baliadur Khan and 
Mabinooda Bee. the parents of 
little Nasreen Banu who turned 
blind due to the carelessness of 
two surgeons at the Sarojini Devi 
hospital, a Government-owned hos¬ 
pital m Hyderabad, The parents' 
consent to operate upon the can¬ 
cer-effected left eve is not forth¬ 
coming. The doctors who remov¬ 
ed the wrong eye were immedi¬ 
ately suspended and the chief 
minister, Chapna Reddy, said that 
tiicy would bk ultimately dismis¬ 
sed from service. But the doctors 
are now trying to save their skin 
by hushing up the whole affair. 
It is alleged that the parents are 
being offered substantial sums of 
money in return for helping hush 
up the matter. 

Meanwhile, the authorities post¬ 
poned the op<*ration on thft malig¬ 
nant left eve becau.so the parents’ 
cooseut was not forthcoming and 
promised an inquiry into the tra¬ 
gedy. There are no sigrts of this 
inqiiiiy though more than a month 
has pa.ssed since, the incident. The 
entire affair now has become, a 
bit mysterious and there may be a 
lew skeletons in Die hospital’s 


covering up ? 

cupboards. However, the parents 
of the unfortunate child seem to 
have resigned themselves to fate 
and have decided to extract the 
maximum financial benefits in this 
unfortunate bargain. ’The parents 
appear all set to come to a oom- 
promlse because they know that 
Nasreen is not likely to regain 
her sight or for that matter may 
not survive at all. Their position 
has been strengthened as the two 
surgeons arc definitely in a very 
tight spot and the state Goyem- 
ment is greatly embarrased after 
thp furore in the Vidhan Sabha. 
Perhaps what i.s more important is 
the great publicity which Nas- 
reen’s case received in the re¬ 
gional and national Pi’es,s. This 
medical tragedy was also given 
wide coverage in the international 
Press and ha.s drawn worldwide 
attention. An American lady, 
Elizabeth Murphy, took pains to 
send a clioping from a Florida 
journal which quotes a leading 
octlialmologist at North Shore 
University Hospital in Maqhasset 
saying that it is possible for an 
eye-cancer patient to regain hi.s 
sight. According to this specialist. 
Dr Samuel Packer, a radioactive 
compound called Iodine-125 is 
used bv doctors to focu.s radiation 
precisely on the tumour without 
damaging the surrounding healthy 
tissues and the treatment has 
proved 160 per cent successful. 

At the time of writing, the 
official position is that the state 
■Government has agreed to bear 
the expenses which will be incur¬ 
red for Na.sreen’s treatment in 
America. Nasreen along with her 
mother are to leave for the Mc- 
mori.il Hospital in New York as 
soon as th(> pairers and passports 
are ready. Hoiiefiillv. 

A CORRESPONDENT, 
Hyderabad __ 


Save Orissa's forests 

Tree-cutting permits run amock 


i^l^’VPERATION Cleaning” of a vast 
aiea in the “Reserved 
Forests” under Karanjia Forest 
jDivision in Mavurbhan.j district of 
lOrissa is a racket that could very 
|well enibarraso any Government. Now 
jthat Orissa is under President’s Rule. 
!tbe prospects ol probe into this 
Iscandalous denudation of forests 
allegedly in collusion with local 
lorest officidl.s, seem bright. 

Without cont'ern for the acute 
diesel crisis during the last two 
months, a large number of trucks 
was brought Irom outside to carry 
away heaps of felled trees from the 
reserved forests. Forest officials, 
apparently, had cither no concern nr 
knowledge about the silent valley 
precedent, and worldwide anxiety 
over the ecological hazards of de¬ 
forestation. The global threat to 
tropical rain forests is alarmingly 


high, and the minimum rate of des¬ 
truction is said to be about • 14 acres 
a minute. The World Wildlife Fund 
and the lUCN (International Union 
for Observation of Nature and 
Natural Resources) were so concern¬ 
ed that they had launched a maior 
conservation campaign. Recently 
the Inspector General of Forests in¬ 
dicated that more than five million 
hectares of forest land in India have 
been lost over the past two decades. 
The wav in which forests in the 
Karan.jia division were ravaged 
indicate scant regard for the IGF's 
note of caution on largescale de¬ 
forestations. 

The devastation was the result of 
a conspiracy hatched by a ring of 
proHtcers. Racketeering in permits 
tor felling trees in the ticketed 
lands of tenants is not uncommon. 
What was in the context of the pre¬ 


sent case was the liberal and large- 
scale issue of permits for felling 
trees in the ‘ticketed lands’ and then 
the robbing of trees from nearby 
reserved forests and their removal 
on the strength of the ‘ticketed land 
permits’. An estimated four lakh 
eft of timber were believed to have 
been removed between December. 
1979 and the middle of February, 
1980. The reserved forests were 
stripped of valuable specie.s like Sal, 
Piasal, and Gambhari. Acco'rding 
to the present market rate. Gam 
bhari was now selling at Rs. 30 per 
eft, Sal at Rs. 25 per eft and Piasal 
at Rs. 40 per eft. The Government 
could earn a revenue^ of nearly 
rupees one crore, if the value of the 
pirated stocks of timber and size- 
wood were taken at Rs. 25 per eft 
on the average. The forest officials' 
were however rewarded for their 
alleged help in this wanton destruc¬ 
tion of forest wealth. For $very 
eft of pirated timber, the pirates 
had to paV Rs. two to the al^ttm's. 
Thus, for an esimated four lakh eft 
of illegally acquired timber, nearly 


Getting the Governor's goat 


C ALCUTTA is at last a crime- 
free city...and we are not 
‘kidding’. The Calcutta Police has 
been totally free to do their own 
thing, and was probably doing 
free hand exercises when they dis¬ 
covered that the Governor of West 
Bengal, the sprightly Mr. T. N. 
Singh, bad one of his goats missing 
from the goat-shed (located on, 
the west side, facing the Assembly 
House) on the thoroughly guarded 
Raj Bhawan premises. So the 
police swung into action—^to get 
the Governor’s goat. And the 
public’s too... 

At the crack of dawn on Sunday, 
March 9. one of the “very impor¬ 
tant” goats was stolen, slaughter¬ 
ed and swallowed, its hide being 
sold to an unknown man living 
near New Market for Rs 25. Raj 
Bhawan declined to give details, 
pleading that it was “a minor 
Issue”, but the Governor reported¬ 
ly wanted a police probe. So the 
then Police Commissioner, Mr 
S. K. Sinba, himself visited the 
premises hinting that the Detec¬ 
tive Department would be asked 
to investigate. The State Forensic 
Science Laboratory’s Director, Dr 
Sastbi Choudhuri, too, personally 
inspected the compound. Apart 
from them, the Anandabazar 
Falrika reported that four deputy 
commissioners, several assistant 
commissioners, fingerprint experts, 
a photographer and a police dog 
were aI.so deployed, and as many 
as 40 were on the trail And aU 
for a goat... 

According to an anonymous 
police source, it all started as one 
big joke by the Press on the police, 
and that explained the widely con¬ 


flicting details in the local 
newspapers. Another police official 
felt that the Press was "starved” 
of news and had rung in a “silly 
season” even before the summer 
vacations when they traditionally 
commence in Britain. Yet another 
agreed, but qualified that the seni¬ 
or officials themselves issued. I^ss 
statements, so who to blame? 

On Tuesday, March 11, three 
arrests were made, followed by 
another, and all four (Govinda 
Poddar, Rashid, Asad All and 
Ramesh Das alias ‘Kalia’, officially 
described as “homeless thieves”) 
were produced before Mr M. Roy, 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,, 
Calcutta, and remanded In police' 
custody till March 22, and later 
released on bail, pen^ng further 
investigation. The police could 
trace the bloodstained lungi whi^ 
led to the “thieves”, and the razor 
used for the slaughter which was 
found on the person of ‘Kalia’. 

The Raj Bhawan goat-shed 
houses 14 goats, including two 
billy-goats from Israel bought for 
Rs 8,000 and five Inffian nanny- 
goats kept for cross-breeding pur¬ 
poses, and it was one of these 
Indian goats which was stolen. 
But while investigating this case, 
the police stumbled upon a 
smuggling den where foreign 
liquor and imported gadgets were 
traded though no goods could 
actually be found. The Police 
Commissioner himself gave this 
information and that “various 
criminal acts” were being carried 
on. 

According to the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner (Central). Mr H. A. 
Safwi, the news reports were 


exaggerated. The caretaker, Ram 
Phal, on verification, was found to 
be innocent: and apart from the 
DC himself, only the OC, Hare 
Street was investigating the case. 
Asked if it was wrong to say that 
40 police personnel were on the 
trail, the affable Mr Safwi roared 
in laughter and said, "I would say 
.only one Bub-inspectorl” 

A senior police official, not in¬ 
volved with this investigation, 
said that it was perhaps the words 
“smuggling den’’^ that created a 
bit of a sensation. “It would be 
more appropriate to call it regu¬ 
larised stealing from the pre¬ 
mises.” But was it true at least 
that there was regularised steal¬ 
ing? Grinning, he conunented: 
“Let’s put it this way: where 
there’s a finger, and where there’s 
a pie, the finger is bound to be in 
the pie ’’ 

While it has been verified from 
an authoritative source that the 
Police Commissioner bad curious¬ 
ly, taken a very keen interest in 
the goat-disappearance case,, the 
Press Adviser. Government of 
West Bengal, issued letters 
to all the newspapers claiming: 
“On inquiry it is found that the 
Commissioner' of Police has been 
misquoted... In fact, the local 
police have no information what¬ 
soever about the alleged den of 
smugglers and illicit liquor manu¬ 
facturers in the Raj Bhaumn 

^0 was it who said, ‘Never 
beUeve a rumour—^till it is denied 
by the Government’? 


AN/L GROVER. Calcutta 
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Rs. 80,000 bad to be paid to one 
party in the racket as a share of the 
booty. 

This indiscriminate felling of trees 
in the reserved forest area certain¬ 
ly merited a high-level probe. Per¬ 
mits for felling trees in ticketed 
lands are supposedly issued to meet 
tenant needs like house-building, and 
similar other contingencies. Wood 
acquired from ticketed lands is not 
normally used in general timber 
trade. The probe could also attempt 
to find out the uses huge quantities- 
of timber and firewood cut from the 
reserved forest areas were put to. 
How, firstly, did these stocks find 
their way out of the State, and with 
whose connivance? 

The peak period for piracy in the 
forest was stated to be the first 
fortnight of February. 1980. The 
goods traffic in the MDR (Major 
;Ui5trict Road) No. 10 was so heavy 
during that time, that the road, re- 
Icentlv repaired, was damaged be¬ 
yond recognition. The cause of the 
unprecedented increase in the move¬ 
ment of public carriers on the MOK 


was said to be the hasty remqva.l of 
trees hacked from the reserved 
forest areas. 

Describing the intensity of goods 
traffic on the road during the peak 
period of piracy, a knowledgeable 
source said nearly two trucks sp^ 
down the road every five minutes on 
a particular day. TVucks were 
pressed into the job of transporting 
the pirated trees with fabulous hiring 
charges. Fancy prices were also 
paid for fetching diesel oil so that 
the trees could, be removed with 
haste, speed and drive without inter¬ 
ruption. 

ITiere was also a paucity of space 
in the local Saw Mills ,and the 
Karanjia NAC area for keeping 
stocks of the exploited timber until 
their disposal. Although huge 
stocks had already found their wav 
outside the State, an appreciable 
quantity was still awaiting disposal. 
The clique seems to have been 
anxious to see the balance stocks 
quickly disposetL 

AMARENDRA BOSE. Mayurbhan/ 


Cruelty on tribals 


T hirty three years after Inde¬ 
pendence, freedom, justice 
and democracy mean nothing to 
hundreds of suffering adivasis in 
Madhya Pradesh’s tribal areas. 
Besides poverty and exploitation 
by landlords, they have to contend 
with an increasingly oppressive 
police force: the manner in which 
helpless tribals ’<re draggl'd into 
police stations and brutally tor¬ 
tured — well before trial — sugg¬ 
ests hardly any regard for human 
life. The recent death in police 
custody of a tribal, Khumni, at 
the Ranapur Police station in the 
first week of February is a sad 
pointer. 

Khumni’s crime was stated to 
be that he was drunk, although 
drinking is legally permissible for 
bhils and adivasis under the 
^State’s law. Khumni was brought 
to the police station, and within 
two hours, declared dead. A simi¬ 
lar fate befell Hari Singh of viih 
age Marhwari in Bilaspur district, 
whose wife was supposed to have 
committed suicide. The police took 
it to be a murder, and arrested 
Ihiri Singh on the charge. On the 
same day, Singh mysteriously died 
in police custody, even before he 
oould face trial A head constable 
of the police station was suspen¬ 
ded, and the case was under in¬ 
vestigation .which hasn’t produced 
anything yet. Atrocities are also 
frequent in adivasi-dominated are¬ 
as of Bastar. Ooraswami, a swee¬ 
per, was hauled up in the jpolioe 
station for 'not doing his duties' 
and beaten mercilessly. Doraswa- 
mi was in such pain after the hid¬ 
ing, he almost collapsed, and had 
to be rushed to hospital where be 


spent two months recovering from 
the shodc. In many cases, the poli¬ 
ce are careful not to leave any 
marks of torture in order to prove 
the victim was never brought to 
the police station. Since there is 
no one to speak for them, the poli¬ 
ce get away with it. Figures on 
such incidents in the State indi¬ 
cate there is at least one death 
every month. 

The tribals are terrified of the 
police, so much so that there are 
even cases of people having com¬ 
mitted suicide to avoid being tak¬ 
en to police stations for “question¬ 
ing”. 'Two years ago, a person in 
Balaghat, a district town, took his 
own life before facing the police. 
Manik, a youth in Bhilai committ¬ 
ed suicide in lock-up last year. 

A senior police official told this 
Mporter that deaths in police cus- 
jtoay were generally “accidental 
and not deliberate”. There was 
never any intention to kill any¬ 
body, he affirmed. Pointing out 
one instance of what he called a 
row over a death by accident, he 
said the relative of a former MP 
had died in police custody in 1978 
in Sujalpur, in the Sajapur dis¬ 
trict. The arrested man had sus¬ 
tained a head injury from a brawl 
that was nbt visible, and brought 
to the police station in a serious 
condition. For lack of medical 
care, he died the folfowing mor¬ 
ning. An agitation was started 
against the police, and a number 
of people alleged to have seen the 
man being beaten by the police, 
he said. That could be an accident. 
What about many others ? 

6IRIJASHANKAR, Bhopal 
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Through a crystal, darkly 


IHEY say this story about 
[aa astrologer who made 
[millioDS conning the gulU- 
|ble. From far and wide 

--— they came to see him, and 

paid him fabulously. Though his 
predictions were often wrong, he was 
careful never to make promises. Even¬ 
tually the police got wind of the 
racket, and the Commissioner himself 
went to see him personally. Before be- 
had his palm read he asked the 
astrologer if he would answer a ques-‘ 
tion: “Yes,” said the conman. “Will 
your bluff ever be exposed?” he 
asked. “Oh no,” laughed the astrolo¬ 
ger, “the police in this city are far too 
stupid.” "Wrong on both counts!’ 
said the policeman, as he clapped the 
man in irons. 

I 

Though the astrologer had a hard 
time convincing his captor, perhaps 
with no success, astrology may not 
quite be the evil racket it is made 
out to be. But what is it all about? 
Is it a science? Why do so many 
people depend on its predictions? Can 
astrologers really tell the future? 

Astrology actually was born in the 
Vedic times, when sages recorded the 
movement of the planets and their 
influences on the human body and 
mind. Later, these observations help¬ 
ed deduce certain formulae which 
were passed down from generation to 
generation. Indian sages have classi¬ 
fied astrology as having three sub¬ 
divisions: mathematics, applied astro¬ 
logy and astrological samhita or 
treatises. In mathematical astrology, 
the positions and movements of the 
planets are ascertained, as also their 
speed; while in applied astrology it is 
human fate that is ascertained 
according to the stars and planets; 
finally samhUa deals with the those 
precise aspects of the stars and pla 
nets which produce, alternately, 
favourable or unfavourable influ¬ 
ences on human life. 

Since astrology determines the re¬ 
lation between a man’s life and the 
influences on it of certain stars, it is, 
to all practical intents and purposes,' 
based on scientific premises. It is an 
old debate whether in fact stars do 
have any influence on human life, 
but then again, like so many other- 
eternal debates in life, this has not 
yet found an answer. 

In the Sixties an American satellite 
Imormed scientists on the earth that 
there had been a tremendous explo¬ 
sion in the sun, which increased its 
magnetic powers. As a result the 
ma^ietic sj^era of the earth was also 
mwbed. During this time in the 
So^ Union doctors noted that there 
been an increase in the number 
of patients in hospitals. Many were 
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suffering from blood-pressure, heart 
diseases and nervousness. In the 
course of the investigations that follow¬ 
ed it was found that old manuscripts 
had dwelt on the subject. They men¬ 
tioned that whenever such a disturb¬ 
ance in the sun’s atmosphere occurr¬ 
ed, the incidence of diseases rose. Re¬ 
cently, British scientists mentioned 
in the scientific journal. Nature, that 
the breeding of fishes was directly 
connected to changes in the sun’s 
outermost layer, the corona. The 
sun’s corona increases in width every 
11 years, causing changes in fish- 
breeding habits. This in turn causes 
temperature changes in the waters of 
the seas and oceans. Similarly 
changes in the position of the sun 
cause changes in the secretion of 
cnzym''s in the human body, which 
naturally affet^ a human being’s 
sleep, sex urges and other such func¬ 
tions. 

Scientists have also discovered that 
insects are affected by the waxing 
and waning of the moon: during a 
full moon the number of insects in¬ 
creases. Human reproductivity is si¬ 
milarly affected by the moon. Dur¬ 
ing lunar phases, women undergo cer¬ 
tain bodily changes, especially during 
their periods. A scientist at the 
Wichita State University, has found 
that lunar phases also cause changes 
in human blood circulation and 
create psychological tension. The 
moon not only causes tidal bores in 
the rivers and seas but also changes 
in the land surface. Since the human 
body contains an enormous quantity 
of water—^70 per cent—changes in 
the position of the moon also cause 
changes in the human body and mind. 
The Journal of Inter-dJsdplinary Re¬ 
search conducted a survey on 3,392 
couples and found that women bom 
in July if married to men born in 
March never enjoyed conjugal bliss 
and eventually separated. Divorces 
and marital unhappiness were also' 
noticed among men born in Febraary 
married to women bora in May, men 
born in July and October married to 
women, born in February and June, 
and men born at the end of Novem¬ 
ber marrfed to women born at any 
time of the year. This proves that 
the sun, moon and planets affect 
human life. Astrologers have observ¬ 
ed and proved that every time some 
planets a^ve at a certain spot while 
moving along their orbital paths, the 
earth experiences unheavals in the 
form of accidents and deaths. 

The sun’s light is very special in 
colour, varies In intensity, and is 


composed of seven different colours 
—violet, indigo, blue, greem yellow, 
orange and red. The sun influences 
all planets of the solar system and 
controls their movement. Its atmos¬ 
phere is made up- of hydrogen, oxy¬ 
gen, nitrogen, sodium, helium and 
iron, among other things. Since all 
these elements are present in the 
earth too, there is a link between the 
sun and the earth. 

Astrology and the ancient Indian 
sdence of Ayurveda complement 
each other. Ayurveda has proved 
that stones and the ash of burnt 
stones have curative properties. Ac¬ 
cording - to the science, the human 
body is made up of three main ele¬ 
ments: air, phlegm and cboler. Any 
dhange in the proportion of these 
elements will have corresponding 
effects on human health. Ayurveda 
states that diamond ash cures leprosy, 
diabetes, anaemia, TB, etc The ash 
of the ruby, if consumed, could pro¬ 
long longevity, cure pains, eye trou¬ 
ble and is also an antidote for poison. 
According to the eminent scientist. 
Dr. Meghnad Saha, even wearing a 
stone attracts the rays of the sun, 
which have curative powers. 

The colour of the stone is very im¬ 
portant; the effect of the stone on 
the human body and mind varies with 
its colour. Stones are formed as a 
result of years of heat, and pressure 
exerted on them within the earth’s 
crust. The colour and utility of the 
stone thus varies with the amount of 
heat and pressure exerted on it. 
Since the dtoioe of the stone depends 
on the heat and pressure it has been 
subject to, different stones are 
necessary in different circumstances. 

On the subject of the future, a 
question arises: Why do the fortunes 
of people born at the same time in 
different parts of the earth differ? 
/The answer lies in after-life, a con¬ 
cept implicit in astrology. Sixty-five 
per cent of a man’s actions in his past 
life are punished or rewarded, as the 
case may be, in the present life. This 
accounts for individual differences in 
fortunes. 

How then can it be ascertained 
from personal horoscopes as to who 
would become a Buddha or a rascal? 
The fact is, astrology is not a pure 
sdence but an applied sdence. Its 
application is similar in some respects 
to that of medical sdence; astrologers 
must take into account individual 
peculiarities in the same way as doc¬ 
tors give different prescriptions to 
different persons suffering from the 
same disease. Knowled|^ and experi¬ 
ence is essential for judging indivi¬ 
dual fortunes, and giving accurate 
predictions of human life. ■ 
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RANQUET 


by GOSCINNY 
and UOERZO 




LET'S GET OUT OF 
here. THE ROMANS 
CAN WAKE UP 
MINE HOST/ 






MY WEIGHT’ 
WHAT ABOUT MY 
WEIGHT p 
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AE CAN Move MORE FREELY WITHOUT THE 
CART... BUT YOU'D BETTER GIVE ME 
THE BAG. THE POOR HORSE CAN'T CARRY 
ITS WEIGHT AS WELL AS YOURS. 
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OH YESi MISTER ASTERIX ALWAYS 
GIVES THE ORDERS' MISTER ASTERIF 
IS THE BOSS.' MISTER ASTERIX 
IS always 
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Bhoodan means loot 


ARUN RANJAN exposes the goings-on in Bihar 
in the name of the movement^_ 


tISIVESTIGATION 


I HE armed movement for 
land^ in Bihar followinx In- 
dependen<» was countered 
by Vinoba Bhave’s Bhoo- 

_Idan movement. Today, his 

ideas have been thrown to the winds. 
The Bhoodan Yagna Samiti, a statu¬ 
tory body, was formed in the states 
to look after the kind gifted by the 
people. The expenses incurr^ by 
the body are borne by the Govern¬ 
ment. There has thus been a conflict 
between the people and the Govern¬ 
ment. When the Bhoodan workers, 
cspedally the leaders, started recei¬ 
ving salaries from the Government, 
they were less interested in their 
work aiKi corruption became ram¬ 
pant. Since then statistics have been 
bandied about. No one has bothered 
to And out the internal wor¬ 
kings of the organisation and the 
corruption in the organisation has 
had an impact on even JP’s “Total 
Revolution’’. 

Bihar is believed to be the bastion 
of the Bhoodan movement. Out of 
42 lakh acres of land received more 
than half is in Bihar. The Bihar 
Bhoodan Yagna Samiti was formed 
in 19S4. Acharya Vinoba Bhave nomi¬ 
nated the committee members from 
1934 to 1968. In 1971 he informed 
the Government that the Sarva Sewa 
Society would nominate the mem¬ 
bers since he was “renouncing the 
world*! This was in accordance with 
the law. The Government had a 
right to nominate the Yagna cmi- 
mittee members if Vinoba Bhave 
failed to nominate them for four 
years. Further, the State Government 
also gave around Rs 3 to 7 lakhs per 
year to the organisation and natu- 
‘ally had an interest in it. The Bihar 
[lovernment has given around Rs 34 
lakhs altogether for organisational 
purposes. The figure is around Rs 
one crore if the amounts given for 
dilferent purposes are totalled. In 
1974. at the height of the students’ 
movement in Binar the term of the 
commitee expired. At that time, the 
Congress Government on the advice 
of Vinobaji inducted those opposing 
the students’ movement into a new¬ 
ly foniied committee. 

The Sarvodaya and Bhoodan move 
mcnls have become shelters for lea¬ 
ders who have retired from active 
politics. CoosequentLv. Pandit RaJen- 
dra Misra, the eider brother of Or 
Jagannath Misra, was made the pre¬ 
sident of the committee. The others, 
in the committee were Sarvanarayan 
Das. Mahendra Narain Singh (Sa- 
harsa), Kedar Prasad Mandal (Sa- 
harsa). Nageshwar Sen (Bhagalpur; 
and Shyam Prakash Singh (Gaya). 
The names of Jayaprakash Narayan 
and Uaidyanath Prasad Choudhury. 
who were active supporters of the 
Bhooeijn Movement, were removed 
at tlic insistence of the Government. 
V'l.anba Biiavc also did noi object. 

Th.^ work of land distribution star¬ 
ted i!i;;!;ediatc!'. after the com¬ 


mittee was formed and the pro¬ 
gramme was coupled with Indira 
Gandhi’s 20-point programme. To 
ive the programme wider scope, 
istribution of Government land to 
the landless was also added to the 
Bhoodan movement. And during the 
Emergency, Bhoodan naturally 
came an integral part of the 2()-point 
programme. Due to the paucity of 
funds, the programme had to be 
stopped sometimes. During such a 
stoppage a few of the workers com¬ 
plained to Vinobaji. He called the 
then Congress Chief Minister and a 
state Minister to Paunar. He told 
them that the Government should 
take full responsibility of the Bhoo¬ 
dan movement. The state Congress 
Ministers assured Vinobaji that the 
Government would take full charge 
of the movement within a year 
Vinoba Bhave gave a deadline to the 
state Government: Orte-ber 2. 1977. 

Meanwhile, a conflict started on 
February 17, 1977 between the Pre¬ 
sident and the members regarding 
the posts of office-bearers. The orga¬ 
nisation’s main office in Kadamkuan, 
Patna, was locked uo. Funds belong¬ 
ing to the organisation were deda- 
red unusable. This situation conti¬ 
nued till Jun^l977. In July ’TJ the 
two groups came to a conditional 
agreement. Instead of one secretary 
three came in. The president was 
successful in inducting his protege, 
Nageshwar Sen, as setretary. The 
other two were Shyam Prakash Sin/d^ 
and Kedar Prasad Mandal.' It is 
amaring how the committee which 
wa-s in opposition to the students* 
movement, was reconstituted during 
the Janata rule. The only additions 
to the committee were Narasingh 
Narayan Singh, the president and 
Oevanand Misra. a member from the 


Sarvoaaya Mandal. Tnere had been 
a lot of lobbying for the post of 
president between ’Tripurari Sharad 
of the Sarvodaya Mandal and Dha- 
ramvir Sinf^ the head of the Patna 
Kbadi and Village Industries Com¬ 
mission. 

DbaramWr Singh had made four 
written allegations about Tripurari 
Sharan. One of the allegations was 
that Mr Sharan had kept the then 
hibar Chief Minister, Karpoori Tha- 
kur. awake for a whirie night trying 
to convince him to give him the post 
ot president in the Bhoodan organi¬ 
sation. At present three people have 
their eyes on the organisation— 
Tripurari Sharan, Dharamvir Sinha 
and Sbvam Prakash Singh. 

Erstwhile zamindars gifted around 
17 lakh acres of land to the Bihw 
Bhoodan movement out of a total 
29.96 lakh acres. Ordinary peoide 
who owned little land gave only 
around four lakh acres. Most of the 
land of the zamindars was non-agri- 
cultural. According to the Govern¬ 
ment this land was recognised as 
Bhoodan land. The Government had 
earlier declared that zamindars who 
did not take any compensation for 
the lands could consider the total 
area as given to Bhoodan. The cun¬ 
ning zamindars did exactly that. In 
this way 23 lakh acres of land were 
transformed into Bhoodan land. La¬ 
ter, due to Uie negligence of the 
organisation some wily saxnindan 
managed (Soyemment compensation. 
They also got back their land. Only 
about 18.66 lakh acres of land has 
been surveyed by the Bhoodan wor¬ 
kers. The Government helps out in 
this type of surveying. More tiuu> 
half of the total land is fit for culti¬ 
vation. Out of tto only 2,29 lakh 
acres are uncultivated. In Bihar till 
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September 1969 only 5.32 lakh acres 
of land could be distributed. Alto¬ 
gether 7.83 lakh acres are fit for 
distribution. Initially the or^anisatiMi 
had declared that all the land was 
cultivable. This lapse on the oritanl- 
tion’s part was due to nealikenoe in 
not carrying out the survey. There 
are also serious lapses pegging dis- 
tributitm. The committee, it seems, 
has no fixed norms with which to view 
whether a piece of land is cultivaUs 
or not. Farmers have been given 
papers regarding ownership without 
their having seen the land. Such in> 
stances can be found in Nirmali, 
Marauna, Kishanpur, Supaul in Sa- 
harsa district. Kesria in Champaraa 
district and Bbawra in Ctmapra 
district. 

Two new practices regarding the 
distribution system were observed 
which are detrimental to the whole 
idea of the movement Many land¬ 
holders, usually the large ones, have 
got back their land discreetly. Often 
those who gifted the land realised 
their folly later. Meanwhile, the cost 
of the land had risen considerably. 
The procedure for getting the land 
back is this: After the gifting of the 
land a “jio objeetkn” notice is issu¬ 
ed by the LRuC After some time 
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the land is handed over to the orga¬ 
nisers of the Bhoodan movement. At 
the instance of the Bhoodan move¬ 
ment’s officers ana the related Gov¬ 
ernment officials the gifted land is 
returned. The only thing required is 
the return of the deed with the own¬ 
er in which the gift of land is recor¬ 
ded. Thus there are no records. There 
are hundreds of cases like this. 

The method of looting of land is 
even stranger. The land is supposed 
to be given to the poor and the land¬ 
less. (Interested parties within the 
movement usually make the gifted 
land available to friends and rela¬ 
tives. Such land is also given to Sar- 
vodaya workers in the farms and 
ashrams. These lapses have occurred 

t n MuzaJTarpur, Darbhanga, Shaha- 
lad, Saharsa and Pumea. In Adbaura 
Shahabad, a Sarvodaya leader. Hari- 
krishan Thakur, is fanning land 
belonging to the landless. He got 
this land through strangarm me¬ 
thods. Thus many Sarvodaya and 
Bhoodan workers have today become 
landlords. The doings of a Saharsa 
landlord Mabendra Narain Singh 
are quite scandalous. He exacts his 
“share” from the farmers who culti¬ 
vate the gifted land. Whoever refu¬ 
ses to part with his share is removed. 
It is said that he has acquired nearly 
13,000 acres of land from those who 
benefited from Bhoodan. Mabendra 
Singh is an erstwhile office-bearer of 
the Bhoodan Yagna Samiti. When¬ 
ever honest workers have complained 
about these lapses to Vinoba Bbaye, 
not only has he done nothing but 
he has excused himself on his renun¬ 
ciation plea. 

It is due to the negligence of the 
salaried Bhoodan workers that out oi 
21 lakh acres of land only 6 lakh 
acres have been declared barren. 
Since records are not up to date they 
can be easily transferred. Land was 
earmarked in the movement foi 
many projects. The committee does 
not possess records on the location 
or the nature of the project. Some 
people have made money fay false 


documentation about which the com¬ 
mittee is silent. Thirty Sarvodaya 
workers received Rs 7.5 crores from 
the Government for a pilot project 
for 350 farming families. A lesser 
number of farmers were resettled 
and their condition too did not im¬ 
prove. All the funds have Iw now 
been utilised. 

Thus the committee smiandered 
away all the land that Vinoba Bhave 
had got together for the poor and 
the landless. The committee mem¬ 
bers were busy widi t|ieir little gam¬ 
es and corruption was rampant in 
the set-up. The office-bearers ‘earned’ 
thousands of rupees as travelling 
allowances. Three committees were 
formed to collect a fabulous amount 
for the movement. Until this day, 
this money has gone unaccounted. 
The 250 workers who assisted the 
committee were treated like bonded 
labour fay the affioB-bearers. Hun 
have also been a number of sex 
scandals. Recently, the pro-Narsingh 
Narain Singh group called an emer¬ 
gency meeting and demanded the 
suspension of Kedar Chowdhury who 
runs the Bhoodan office in Ranchi. 
The president N. N. Singh, wrote a 
letter suspmiding Chowdhury but tbe 
secretory, Sfayam Prakash Singh, irtio 
was also a Minister at that time, 
filed a petition in the munsif court 
and got a stay order. Thus the presi¬ 
dent and the secretary are engaged 
in pointless litigation. 

IVo years ago, there was a strong 
move to form ‘Sarva seva farms’ out 
of the land that had been donated. 
But, Mr Bandwadhyay. an officer of 
the Bihar Government’s Revenue de¬ 
partment, who examined tbe propo¬ 
sal, exposed the organisation’s mai- 
functionihg and rejected the idea. 
Then, Bhoodan’s titular chief, S. 
Jagannath, wrote a secret letter 
(number I49/P-78 dated 11.9.78) to 
Siddharaj Dhadda: “I hope that you 
have received my previous letter 
about the Sarva Seva Farm scheme. 

I have learnt that the Bihar Bhoodan 
Yagna Samiti is in very bad shape 
and its president has resigned after 
complaining to the Government re¬ 
garding the behaviour of other office¬ 
bearers. It is alleged that the Com¬ 
mittee had embezzled a lot of official 
funds too. The Bihar Government is 
on these grounds trying to wind up 
our Committee. Mr fiandopadhyay 
was present at the meeting when 
the Sarva Seva Farm scheme was 
discussed. He said that the (^em¬ 
inent bad other plans for utilising 
the land which had been donated for 
Sarvodaya. If this is true, then the 
Bhoodan movement will be adversely 
affected”. Tripurari Sharan, even 
wrote a letter to Karpoori Thakur 
requesting the suspension of Mr 
Bandopadhyay. 

The workers in the movement are 
demanding that the State should 
take over the organisation. They alle¬ 
ge that the committee has even sold 
land at astronmpical prices. '1^ 
committee has no figures or statis¬ 
tics to prove its land-distribution 
operations. The situation is so bad 
that the landless no longer want 
anything from Bhoodan or the Sarvo¬ 
daya committee. ■ 
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If you are arrested 


- j5]T was Rajaji who said 
H that most Congressmen 
■ could be rounded up by 
H any magistrate on 
diarges of vagrancy 
as gentlemen without ostensible 
means of livelihood. The gibe was 
not undeserved; only, it was little 
i-eellsed that the police not seldom 
arrest persons as vagrants simply 
because they have no “ostensible 
means of livelihood.” In a country 
like ours, millions' would answer 
this description. Millions, of course, 

are not arrested but it is only 

right that the powers which the 
police enjoy of arresting persons 
arbitrarily under the ordinary law 
itself, should receive a second look. 
Preventive detention is indefen¬ 
sible, whether under a 
lav^at made specially for 

thg|^|urpose of under ordi- 

naiy^w. The latter aspect has 
been neglected. It is true that in 
cases of arrest under the ordinary 
law there is the constitutional safe¬ 
guard of production before a ma¬ 
gistrate within 24 hours of the 
arrest. Article 22 (1) and (2) of 
the Constitution confers on all per¬ 
sons in India, citizen or alien, cer¬ 
tain fundamental rights on arrest: 

"(1) No person who is arrested 
shall be detained in custody with¬ 
out being informed, as soon as 
maybe, of the grounds for such ar¬ 
rest nor shall he be denied the 
right to consult, and to be defended 
by, a legal practitioner of his 
choice." 

“(2) Every person who is 
arrested and detained in custody | 
shall be produced before the near¬ 
est magistrate within a period of 
twentyfour hours of such arrest 
excluding the time necessary for, 
the journey from the place of ar¬ 
rest to the court of the magistrate 
and no such person shall be de- 
taiaed in custody beyond the said 
period without the authority of a 
magistrate” 

These rights, however, are not 
available to an enemy alien or “to 
any person who is arrested or de¬ 
tained under any law providing for 
preventive detention”. Forget the 
cases of well-off persons in towns 
and cities. It is legitimate to ask 
precisely what do these rights of 
consulting a lawyer or production 
before a magistrate mean to those 
who are simply picked up from the 
streets or arrested in the villages. 
Where arrests are on a large scale 
the magistrates are prone to pass 
a uniform order—remand into 
custody. 

Even ill a country like Britain 
one can be arrested without a 
warrant if the policeman believes 
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you are a "suspected person” loi¬ 
tering in a street or other public, 
place with intent to commit an' 
arrestable offence (Vagrancy Act, 
1824). Known as the “sus charge”, 
this gives the police wide powers 
to arrest people in the streets 
even though there is no evidence 
that the person arrested has at¬ 
tempted to commit an offence. Mr 
Peter Taylor, QC, chairman of the 
Par, pointed out recently, on Feb¬ 
ruary 28 that "sus" is a fallback 
type of offence if the police cannot 
muster enough evidence of a sub¬ 
stantive offence. 

Also, the use of the concept of 
suspicion as part of the offence is 
contrary to the principle of proof 
beyond reasonable doubt. Suspid- 
on, as distinct from proof, is also 
the basis on which the law of pre¬ 
ventive detention rests. Comparable 
provisions are found in the Police 
Acts in various states in India in 
varying degrees of severity. The 
Bombay Pohce Act, 1951 is a rela¬ 
tively liberal statute as police laws 
go. Section 120 of the Act provides: 
“Whoever without satisfactory ex¬ 
cuse wilfully enters or remains in 
or upon any dwelling bouse or 
premises or any land or 
ground attached thereto, or on 
any ground, building, monument 
or structure belonging to Govern¬ 
ment or appropriated to public 
purposes, or on any boat pr vessel, 
shall, on conviction, whether he 
causes any actual damage or not. 
be punished with fine which may 
extend to twenty rupees”. 

The point is that he can be im¬ 
mediately picked up by the police 
under this section. 

The Criminal Procedure Code it¬ 
self confers on the police powers 
wide enough to arrest persons 
arbitrarily. How are morchas or 
demonstrations and the like foiled 
by arrests of a large member of 
persons in advance? By invoking 
Section 151 of the Code: ‘A police 
officer knowing of a design to com¬ 
mit any cognizable* offence may 
arrest, without orders from a ma¬ 
gistrate and without a warrant, the 
person so designing, if it appears 
to such officer that the Commis¬ 
sion of the offence cannot be 
otherwise prevented”. It was 
under this provision that partici¬ 
pants in the land-grab movement 
were arrested. What are the 
safeguards against its abuse? Pro- 
duction before a magistrate; cri¬ 
minal prosecution for false impri¬ 
sonment provided that the state 
Government sanctions the prosecu¬ 
tion; and, lastly, a civil suit for 
damages which worries no police 
officer. Some safeguards, these! 
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S "”" I HE has always been ar- 
rouad. Lurkiaft in the 
crowds. Hiding behind 
street corners. Returning 
. i at dusk, when the first 
/hi®ersof the dark try to lure you 
way from the bewildering beauty of 
rimson swirling in the western sky. 
She has always been around. On 


the constant prowl, waiting to catch 
nte unawares. And then, one day, I 
met her. I was barely six years old 
and had woken up, terrified, to the 
sound of the wind, moaning and low, 
thrashing in ecstasy against the 
branches of the banyan tree out¬ 
side the window, as I listened to the 
brisk patter of the rain running 


against the glass panes. 1 rose from 
the bed to seek shelter but could find 
no one in the house, and as I stared 
out through the window grills in mad 
dening fright, I saw her waiting for 
me. There was no mistaking it. 
There she was, looking me straight 
between the eyes through the grey 
and tattered clouds and, ever since. 


LONELINESS 

Poet PRITISH NANDY tries to capture its mystery 







loneliness and I have known eadi 
other. We have shared this world 
and travelled many weather-beaten 
roads together. 

I remember freak moments of my 
childhood when nothing that I saw 
and knew and experienced I could 
share with anyone, least of all, my 
family. Through a solitary ventilator 
a soft shaft of sunlight would fall on 
the floor of ^ room, honeycoloured 
and laden with magic. And in that 
tiny little area circumscribed and lit 
up by the sun, I saw rain forests 
teeming with tigers and elephants, 
exotic flowers and violet-eyed birds 
winging into a crimson sky. I saw 
the surging aquamarine of the seas 
and strange hydra-headed creatures 
that lived.-ia its bowels and had tails 
like a mantle of mist. I saw un- 
diarted islands, verdant and beckon¬ 
ing, twilights that spread their wings 
to hide the fearful monsoon skies. 
All this, I still believe, I saw. But 



when I told others about it. they 
either scornfully laughed at me or 
treated me gently, with alarm writ, 
large in their eyes. When I wrote 
about this in school one day, my 
English master, a rather silly, m'ddle- 
aged Anglo-Indian called Belgardc, 
thrashed me for telling lies. 

And all the while in my heart 
there was this ache because no one 
would believe me. 

Since then, every time it stormed 
and the howling winds rattled the 
doors, I wanted to know, like every 
lonely child, why the world was so 
angiy. I saw sunsets light up the sky 
in beautiful colours and wondered 
who was the artist. But there was no 
one who would stop and listen to mf 
and give me the answers. That is 
when I realised how lonely, how ut¬ 
terly helpless I was. So, like many 
other children I am sure. 1 tried to 
evolve my own answer to the prob¬ 
lem. Thus, I wove my own world of 
fantasy. I spent hours in a world that 
only I knew. And this gave me not 
Just pleasure but also a shelter from 
the assault of loneliness. The hours 
became kind. I did not have to wait 
endlessly for time to pass as I sat on 
the window sill and drifted towards 
my own, private Innisfree. 

■ HEN came adolescence 

and a new sense of loss. 
My body grew awkward 
and bourgeoned with a 

_strange pain, more cruel 

and unfathomable than anything 1 
had ever known before. Nights 
on end I lay awake disturbed, 
not knowing why this was hap¬ 
pening to me. Everything seemed 
to change. Every experience 
left me bewildered. and often 
wounded. So one day I pulled out 
my old raft and carefully repaired 
and painted it. 1 worked relentlessly, 
V^ithout a pause, without any nest. 1 
even fitted up new sails and threw 
away the old and tattered ones and. 
once it was ready and the tide was 
right, I heaved and lugged and set it 
asail—and I am still not too sure if 
I have really returned home since 
then. 

I had set out on a voyage to dis¬ 
cover myself and, in the bargain, also 
discover the world all over again. 
Strange things were happening to 
me. Unfamiliar vibes were blowing 
in the wind all around me. 1 was 
slowly emerging from a cocoon and 
learning to take wings. The experi¬ 
ence was exhilarating. Everytime I 
touched myself, strange things hap¬ 
pened. A strange world of sensations 
(^ned before me. At eighteen I 
fought with vengeance, tooth and 
nail, and married on impulse to es¬ 
cape forever the tentacles of loneli¬ 
ness. Very soon I discovered, as 
many people do, sometime or the 
other, that neither love nor marriage 
can break this primal interface. I 
was mercilessly ensnared by a deeper 
love. 

My marriage went the way most 
marriages go these days. So I cut 
the knot despite the pain. I have 
never looked back since then. From 


a stranger and an enemy, loneliness' 
came closer. We shook hands and be¬ 
came friends. The language of poetry, 
turned to song. 

I have, yes, loved much and suf*,, 
fered much. But in this loving and' 
exquisite suffering I have come upon 
a strange peace. Of this peace, and 
of my search for it has evolved the 
syntax of my creativity. The heart 
has its reasons, true. But no compul¬ 
sion can be stronger than that of 
love, of that loneliness with whom 
we share our most intimate moments. 
By the time most of us realise this, 
the green valley of youth turns a 
rich gold in the mellow autum sun. 
And thus have I walked through 
many loves, marriages, many solitud¬ 
es. Oftentimes a cold and bitter wind 
has blown and I have thought of stay¬ 
ing on. But while a journeyman can 
sometimes pause, he seldom builds a 
home. 

Everywhere I have looked around 
me I have seen loneliness ravage 
the green of memory. I have seen 
loneliness on the faces of young men 
hanging from the windows of crowd¬ 
ed buses .stumbling along the Espla¬ 
nade. I have seen it on the face of the 
tired beggar, old and waiting for 
death just outside the Asutosh Muse¬ 
um. I have watched old people sun- 
'ning themselves on wan mornings, 
on broken benches in the park, ‘'Uim 
bookends”. Old friends, “memory 
brushes the same years, silently shai^ 
ing the same fears" . . .waiting for the 
sunset^ “the sounds of the dty, rift¬ 
ing through trees, settling like dust 
on the shoulders of the old friends".- 
1 have even seen loneliness In the 
eyes of young, successful executives 
and whizz kids who have found the 
good life; in the eyes of young girls 
in processions, their fists held high 
amidst the rich and the poor, the 
strong and the tiied. the restless and 
the world-weary. I have seen a mad¬ 
man fighting loneliness even as he 
had succumbed to almost everything 
else, from asthma to gangrene, and 
awaiting the inevitability of death, 
have seen much suffering, much bru¬ 
tality all around nts; but never have 
I seen anything more frightening 
than this all-encompassing, all-perv8r 
sive loneliness that has eaten into the 
sinews of our life. 

Whores I have known, hippies I 
have shared an occasional smoke 
with, old men and women whose 
tired memories I have listened to on 
dark evenings of load shedding, sis¬ 
ters ot the poor whom I have watch¬ 
ed offering help and succour to the 
dying and the destitute, little child¬ 
ren who I have seen sitting all by 
themselves even as their friends are 
all sharing a boisterous game of 
streetside soccer; the rich, the ^ele¬ 
gant, the successful; the inffri|ri|» 
meek and the near-dying; theWHi 
who succumbs to life and thej^^K 
who fights it; the intense, 
less and the creative; the clown^Mr 
trajpp and the hobo; whereve^i 
ha^e Idoked, I have seen lonelin^s 
in their eyes. Perhaps I have “a 
sense of heat”. Uka Arthur Miller’s 




hero of Ihe Crucible, whidi “has 
drawn n»e to my window, and every¬ 
one 1 have seen looking up was 
burning in their loneliness”. I have 
watched some of my fronds, sensi¬ 
tive young people making bombs and 
grenades and trying to believe that 
they can change the world. I have 
known, and sometimes loved, the 
restloss young woman who refuses 
to give in to the tiiesome glamour of 
success and keeps her battle on, 
against odds she is often not even 
aware of. I have seen loneliness in 
the faces of housewives catching the 
matinee show, bargemen, pluckers, 
rickshawpullers, cabaret singers, haw¬ 
kers, pimps, pickpockets, priests, poli- 
tidans and poets. The estranged 
wife, the film staj’ working throe 
shifts, the godman with a following 
of dropout millionaires^ the fat mar- 
wari sitting on his gaddi and plan¬ 


ning his next quick-budk deal. Each 
and every one of them have succumb¬ 
ed, at some lime or the other, to the 
bitch-goddess of loneliness. And most 
of them arc perhaps her perpetual 
victim. 


1 HE two most predictable 
ways out arc love and 
religion. The exotic my¬ 
thology of love is based 

-Jon the crucial factor of 

loneliness. There is no image more 
persistent or more compelling than 
that of an elusive love that one seeks 
through an entire lifetime, failing at 
every stage and yet never giving up 
the search. I.ady Jane or Ruby Tues¬ 
day or even Bob Dylan’s Sad-eyed 
Lady of the. Lowlands remain sym¬ 
bols of this eternal quest. For a love 
that is larger than life, and stronger 



than the haunting loneliness of ou: 
times. 

I have remained eternally torment 
cd by love and have always known 
even before I walked into any mean 
iagful relationship with a woman 
that all this is transient and will ent 
one day. But this knowledge that 
have come to accept like th( 
mole on my left index finger anr 
carried all the while in my gypsj 
satchel, has never stopped me fron 
stepping into a relationship and try 
ing to work it out. But love, alas, is 
seasonal and this game of giving and 
taking is based on the needs of sum 
mcr, autumn, winter, spring. Foi 
every time I have built what I fell 
were strong walls and «aid to myseli 
that at last I am invulnerable and 
secure, the storm has come and 
taken me unawares and brought the 
bricks and mortar crashing down. 
And I have stood, rain-drenched, in 
the wilderness, exhilarated and 
damnably alone. The experience has 
never been fulfilling but it has al¬ 
ways been brutally honest. And I 
have packed my bags and walked 
away into the night, once again 
alone. 

Like Robinson Crusoe I am perpe¬ 
tually cast ashore. I have no weapons 
to fight with, no tools to build with. 
I have only my raft, a few odds and 
ends, and someone who can occasion¬ 
ally hold my hand. Surrounded by 
such paraphernalia, I pick up the bro¬ 
ken threads and tie them diligently 
together to try and face life once 
more. Only the past endures and 
love becomes more than a mirage for 
the waylost. Yes, only the past is 
irrevocable, and the loneliness that 
lassoes me to its breast. 

How do you absolve yourself? How 
do you transcend the fear of loneli¬ 
ness? Or, better still, how do you 
come to terms with it? I have seen 
the misery of a lonely beggar dying 
in the backstreets of Howrah with 
not a stitch of clothing on his body 
over his open, pus-ridden wounds. I 
have also witnessed, often at close 
quarters, the loneliness of friends 
who have all the comforts of the 
world for the asking. How does one 
resolve this dichotomy? Not, 1 think, 
by pointing a finger at the haves or 
even the have-nots, but by accepting 
the cruel surge of the sea when it 
lashes at our backs in rage and by 
harnessing its inherent energy and 
converting it into something mean¬ 
ingful and relevant to our fives. As 
Dag Hammarskjold wrote somewhere 
in his posthumously published Dia¬ 
ries, “pray that loneliness may spur 
you into finding something to live 
for, great enough to die for”. 

I once had a friend who was a 
Bharatanatyam daacer, among other 
things. A woman with long rain-tor¬ 
rent hair and deep, cozening eyes. 
She was very beautiful and very ta¬ 
lented; but rile was also very inse¬ 
cure and lonely, and given to fits of 
deep depression. But she fought and 
tamed her albatross with single- 
minded dedication to her art. She 
would torment herself and work till 



every bone and sinew in her fragile 
body could take no more. Often she 
would collapse on stage, but would 
come back again within a few minutes 
with a zeal that few could match. 
Her energy and her joie de vivre were 
contagious, as was her lust for life. 
And she lived to the hilt when she 
was dancing. Not in love or in hate, 
in war or in peace did she find solace. 
Only when her fingers opened up like 
tendrils of a supple plant and her 
feet worked themselves in intricate 
patterns to a rhythmic crescendo, did 
she celebrate life and reconcile with 
the meaning of sorrow. My gypsy 
love may have caused her much suf¬ 
fering but she realised, I am almost 
sure, that life blooms in her entire 
glory only when one has suffered and 
love becomes infinitely tender 
when, reflected upon once all is over 
and done with. 

N the faces of countless 
people in the streets of 
our cities, and elsewhere 
in the world, I have seen 
the terror of lonelinc.s.s 
that comes with age. in India at 
feast the old are loved and often 
even venerated, though the joint 
family system is slowly crumbling 
down and the older members of the 
family sometimes find themselyes left 
alone. But the old people’s home is 
still an exception to the rule. Most 
of the senior citizens continue to 
enjoy the traditional respect given to 
old age. But they know that old- 
fashioned values are crumbling : wa 
all recognise that there will soon come 
a time when, as in the West, such 
family links will snap. When older 
members of the family will be left 
alone to face loneliness, old age. and 
eventual death. 

In the West, it is far worse ; this 
terror of growing old and facing lone¬ 
liness on one's own. Women who 
have crossed thirty and men who are 
over forty in Western boulevards are 
like autumn leaves blowing hither 
and thither in the breeze, lost and 
bewildered. Even though they are 
perhaps more secure than the old will 
ever be in our country, with old-age 
pensions, social benefit schemes, 
medicare and reasonably comfortable 
homes to live in for those who have 
no one to look after them, the fear 
of old age and loneliness has already 
begun to haunt them. They look 
hunted, eternally weary, and as lonely 
ds hell. 

As for the old, only memories are 
“‘t- To quote a famous Simon & 
Garfunkel number, “old friends, 
winter companions, the old men lost 
in their overcoats, waiting for the 
isunset”. ••Time it was, and what a 
time It was, it was...a time of inno¬ 
cence, a time of confidences. Long 
ago...it must be...I have a photograph. 
Preterve your memories; they’re all 
that s left of you.’’ Each person is a 
silent and deserted island. They can¬ 
not rommunicate, hard as they might 
try, tor no one is willing to reach out, 
has, the time, liiis is the 
ultimate tragedy of the long distance 
runner. Everyone else falls out at 


some stage or the other—only lone¬ 
liness remains. 

When I was a young and callow 
youth, hardly sixteen summers old, a 
widow in her early forties lived across 
the street. She was a friend of m.v 
parents and every evening 1 was pack¬ 
ed off to her house to study the com¬ 
plexities of geometry and algebra 
and other such boring things. 'Till 
everything changed one day. Right 
in the middle of studying the sub¬ 
tleties of Pythagoras’ theorem I sud¬ 
denly felt a hand sliding swiftly up 
my thighs like a crafty cobra and be¬ 
fore I could run for my life, the 
widow had caught me in her arms. 
She smelt of mustard and haldi 
powder, and I was an ab.solute green¬ 
horn but always eager to learn. The 
things she taught me I have not for¬ 
gotten till today. I must have come 
quite prematurely but she did not 
seem to mind, and when 1 took 
courage and looked into her face, 1 
could honestly sec no emotion. Only 
her eyes, lost and soulful, harboured 
a loneliness that no amount of physi¬ 
cal love could dissipate. I picked up 
my books and never went back to 
her house again. But 1 had learnt an¬ 
other le.s.son in loneliness. 

.Sex, obviously, is no answer. Cer¬ 
tainly it cannot combat the loneliness 
of aging. 

^ HAT about religion? That, 
after all, is together with 
^x the two most crucial 
influences on our lives 
these days. And like kinky 
sex, kinky religion has come to stay. 
'I'antra. Moonism, Ananda Marg, 
Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, Balyogeshwar: the religi¬ 
ous landscape is today littered with 
ob.scure cults, conmen masqueradinr 
as gurus and godmen, strange sects 
and stranger faiths. The range is 
quite impressive. From the moronic 
•Sai Baba who buggers his paleface 
disciples to the randy Rajneesh who 
sells the predictable package of sex 
and woolly mysticism. From the bel¬ 
ligerent Billy Graham, one time 
private evangelist to Tricky Dick and 
his family and later their most ardent 
defender, who threatens you with dire 
consequences if you do not “save” 
your soul to the insane mass suicide 
inspired by Jim Jones and his fren¬ 
zied mafia on a strange religious trip. 
From the neurotic hotline that the 
hideous Idi Amin has with his god 
to that irrepressible clown, Muam- 
mar Gaddafi who is financing the 
Islamic bomb. A strange zoo indeed! 

It would be difficult for anyone in 
his right senses, however lonely he 
or she may be, to succumb to the 
lure of such a disreputable gang, 
despite the ostensible bribes of a 
quick time salvation, a transcendental 
orgasm, or a cheap ticket to nirvana, 
(^ite naturally, most of us have 
chosen other gods. Carlos Castaneda, 
Teilhard de Chardin, Herbert Mar¬ 
cuse, and nearer home, Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi: to each, accord¬ 
ing to his faith, his inclination. Kahlil 
Gibran, Bob Dylan, Timothy Leary, 
Simone de Beauvoir, Langston Hughes 


or Ravi Shankar; take your pick. I 
prefer Bo Derek; but that’s another 
matter. The ultimate goal is clear. 
Buy a faith to fight your loneliness. 

If only, alas, things were so eawl 
Neither godmen nor religion can take- 
her on. Loneliness invariably wtna 
hands down. Even Marxism, ’tola 
century’s single most alluring faith, 
has been humbled by her. Read the 
poems of Zhivago. Listen to Yevtu¬ 
shenko’s anguished voice. Try and 
enter the world of Neruda, or listen 
to the husky whispers of Nicolas Guil¬ 
len, Ho Chi Minh, Cesar Vallejo, 
Vladimir Mayakovsky, Paul Eluard, 
Rafael Alberti, Nazim Hikmet and 
even Mao Tse Tung, Whoever you 
read takes you to his private little 
universe, peopled by dreams and lone¬ 
liness. Nothing, not even their phan¬ 
tasies can light up the dark and drive 
away the loneliness that haunts their 
poems. Rhetoric cannot find you a 
way out of the maze; nor can the 
subversion of the individual quest. 
For the answer lies within you. 

The psychedelic gestalt inspired an 
entire generation disillusioned by 
Vietnam, materialistic culture and a 
brute establishment Insensitive to 
their concerns and aspirations. It 
produced great poetry and greater 
music; but, above all, it produced a 
great generation. There were many 
aberrations, true. Drugs, dropniuts, 
desperate dreams. But it was a beau¬ 
tiful generation—one that believed 
in love, not war. They fought for 
survival and searched for a place in 
the sun, away from the paranoia of 
being alone. Their prophets were 
people like Timothy Leary and Bob 
Dylan, Allen Ginsberg and Janis 
Joplin. While the super-powers inteur 
si fled the cold war in the sixties, they 
smoked away the blues and called 
for a new approach towards life and 
love. 

’I'he establishment fought them by 
labelling them permissive. They 
accused them of wasting their time, 
being lonely drifters, a generation 
gone to seed. A rather silly accusa¬ 
tion considering the fact that in many 
ways this generation showed more 
sensitivity, and certainly greater wis¬ 
dom If not maturity. Many of them 
opted out of the rat race and chose 
to come to terms with their lonely 
existence, without subterfuge, with¬ 
out sham. They brought in a new 
sense of values, “these rough riders, 
ghost poets, low-down rounders, sweet 
lovers, desperate characters, sad-eyed 
drifters and rainbow angels—those 
high on life from all ends of the wild 
blue yonder”.' Lonely sensitive 
people, touched by sorrow and a sense 
of history. 

The poems they wrote and the 
songs they sang ushered in an excit¬ 
ing new era. Great things happened 
all around. From Liverpool came 
poets like Adrian Henri, Roger 
McGough and Brian Patten and, of 
course, the Beatles, the most original 
musical group of all time—^tender, 
innovative, outrageous. From San 
Francisco came the beatnik poets like 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Gregory Corso 
and the guru, Allen Ginsberg, whose 
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vlsU to Calcutta in the early sixties 
with his boyfriend Peter Orlovsky 
shook the genteel cultural milieu of 
the dty, prudish even at the best of 
times. 

Came Janis Joplin, a tragic symbol 
of success and loneliness in magic, 
aymbion. Bob Dylan addressed his 
audience from the far side of Desola¬ 
tion Row. Leonard Cohen wrote and 
sang of a lonely, half-crazy world 
peopled by shadowy lovers like 
Suzanne and memories half-forgot¬ 
ten. The Beatles successfully turned 
a primitive form into art and created 
a new language and a new kind of 
sound altogether. Form lay shat¬ 
tered. The classicists were troubled. 
The language of tradition gave way 
to a new apocalyptic vision, embrac¬ 
ing chaos, damnation and loneliness. 

But it was not just music and 
poetry which created a moral revolu¬ 
tion. The tired looking drop-outs 
crowding Sudder Street came liorn 
distant lands, dressed in tatters and 
smoking away their blues. Calcutta, 
Bombay, Kathmandu and picturesque 
Goa became shelters for the flower 
children. Ganja was cheap. Sex was 
an easy barter, the simplest way to 
pay your way througli. The, weather 
was good and life was .slow-paced, a 
great relief from the hectic Western 
ambience. India was an ideal place 
to drop out. Drugs were easily avail¬ 
able ; and so was anonymity. And 
even though the odd criminal like 
Charles Sobhraj expioited them, ajid 
even though some of them were occa¬ 
sionally mugged, raped or looted, 
they found India a haven wltere they 


could lose themselves effortlessly. So 
the rich and the bored, the young 
and the tired came in hordes. In 
search of a new quality of life. In 
the hope of fighting their despairing 
sense of disillusionment and lone¬ 
liness. 

Wbnn drugs first came to Calcutta 
and 1 watched my friends getting 
stoned, there was moral indignation 
all around. Parents kept their child¬ 
ren under close vigil. Schools expel¬ 
led the first experimenters, without 
realising that it was all a lark. No 
one, least of all, our teachers and 
parents, knew how to handle the 
phenomenon. They did the worst 
they could, by resorting to the rod 
and not friendly persuasion. That 
entrenched the drug scene all the' 
more. More and more children got 
hooked on, fed up with their unsym¬ 
pathetic parents, stupid class teachers, 
and an irresponsible, unyielding esta¬ 
blishment that never tried to under¬ 
stand them in the first place. While 
Reaitcrx Digest flounslied by nurtur¬ 
ing all the typical middle class fears, 
the software slowly gave way to hard¬ 
ware; cocaine took over from simple 
hashish, heroin from ganja ; the hal¬ 
lucinatory drugs that gave you kicks 
yielded to the more dangerous varie¬ 
ties that got you permanently hook¬ 
ed on; the syringe took over from 
the whiff. 

rhere was one similarity that the 
drugs scene had with the Naxalite 
movement, other than the fact that 
they both took roots in the same 
decade and around the same time— 
and that is, they both provided young 


people a means oi esvaye 
overwhelming sense of ennui, disillu¬ 
sionment and loneliness, that was in. . 
the air at that time. Both movements 
had a self-destructive aura about 
them—and this lent them both legiti¬ 
macy and glamour. But, essentially, 
both chased dreams. 

While most of my friends succumb¬ 
ed to either one or the other, I stay¬ 
ed away—though not always far 
enough—because I was already hook¬ 
ed. Poetry bad entered my life and 
she refused to allow me another mis-' 
tress. I gave up college and decided 
to write. This meant taking up a 
small-time job and moving out of 
home at seventeen. But it was worth it, 
as I spent my next two years working 
on a book of poems ' and trying to 
stave off penury, with the pathetic 
conviction that I would ultimately 
make it. 


ONELY people often make 
it. The most sensitive 
painters, musicians, wri¬ 
ters, dancers and film 

_makers have tried to come 

to terms with loneliness in their 
work, and created in the process 
some truly remarkable achievements. 
Like Jacob, they have grappled for 
long days and longer nights with an 
unknown angel. Sometimes they have 
won; more often they have lost. But 
even in such defeat they have tasted 
victory. 

One look at Van Gogh’s flaming 
landscapes and you would know what 
I mean. Pasolini’s poetry; the vast, 
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empty landscapes that AnscII Adam 
captures with his camera ; the an¬ 
guished lyrics of John Lennon; the 
intense lifetime and dramatic death 
of fsador.i Duncan; the strangely 
beautiful world of Borges. The lone¬ 
liness of Nijinsky ; the obsessive 
vitality of Picasso ; the silent patches 
in the compo'silions of John Cage ; 
the tirc.somc innovativeness of Andy 
Warhol: the bc-autiful and languid 
woral of A(>u and IHirjfa’ in Father 
Panrhalt; Neriida’.s desperate con¬ 
tinent of destiny ; the tenderness of 
Kavi Shankar, the biutality of A 
Clockiemk Oicrnqe. and the elemental 
beauty of Pete Seegar’s .songs. All 
these, and almost everything else that 
you see in today’s troubled creative 
landscape* is tinged with loneliness, 
a sense of loss, and even, at times, 
alienation. 

I ^e this in many of my friends. 
Despite fame, success and creative 
achievement, they remain * insecure 
and unhappy, painfully unfuirilled. 

A friend poet, for instance, lives 
an apparently charmed life, with her 
retired husband, who was once a 
senior bank official, and three lusty 
sons. Other than wiiting poetry and 
pulp fiction, she spends her time 
encouraging young writers and in¬ 
augurating bookshops. Though her 
fiction sells by the thousands in 
paperback, it is only in her poetry 
that she unveils her utterly lonely 
moments. Her wanting to pose as 
the ravishing femme fatale is a lot 
of hogwash as we all know, but be¬ 
hind this overt facade of desperate 
sinning is the ruins of a charred 


sepulchre. Only stray birds come 
and nest in its fractured dome and 
then fly away. She stands alone like 
empty autumn branches, bereft of 
leaves, but she overcomes her depres¬ 
sion by her creative energy and 
writes very, very beautiful poetry. 
And that is why, despite her illnesses, 
despite her gnawing loneliness, she 
manages to live her life to the hilt. 

At a restaurant on Park Street 
there is a fading Anglo-Indian woman 
who dresses in sequin-spattered velvet 
dresses and sings every night, mostly 
about the treacheries of love. The 
neckline plunges to reveal breasts 
that have lost their pride and begun 
sinking. A closer look and you see 
the crowsfeet hidden under layers 
of make-up. The rouge tries to in¬ 
vest thd parched cheeks with a little 
bit of colour but, sadly, she looks- 
more a caricature than a night club 
performer. And yet she was once 
quite a celebrity, popular even in 
distant Singapore. Stories say that 
she only costs a couple of hundred 
bucks a night and lives with a man 
who is fit to be her son. Few can 
understand that the maligned woman 
is running away from old age. She 
may be fun in bed, no doubt, but her 
loneliness is not funny at all. 

When I drive past the Old People’s 
Home on Lower Circular Road, my 
heart invariably misses a beat. I see 
a lost generation sunning themselves 
on balconies, not knowing when the 
end will cx)me. Lorca said, “St 
muero, balcon abierto". But for them 
the balconies have already opened, 
even though they are not dead. I 


look at my old mother, fighting th^ 
good fight and admire her will t<| 
carry on. It must be a strange feel 
ing to be seventy and old, ignored b]j 
the young and pitied by the others. 

And the young? They need as 
much pity as the old, in a society like 
ours which js totally callous towards 
their aspirations and dreams. In this 
gerontocracy, where success and fame 
is usually shared between the infirm 
and the decrepit, young people suffer 
a benign neglect. Look at the list of 
Jnanpith and $ahitya Akademi award- 
winners—or look at the list of award- 
winners in any discipline...and you 
will know what I mean. A charmed 
circle of octogenarians ' and similar 
prehistoric creatures rule the roost. 
This exclusive coterie of decrepit 
academics, faded writers, literary 
politicians and plain senile idiots share 
the awards and the loot on a you- 
scratch-my - back - Charlie - and - I - 
scratch - yours ■ too principle. Forget 
my scene, the Indo-English one: any¬ 
thing I say on that may sound self- 
pitying. But it is ridiculous, for in¬ 
stance, that in BengaU a poet like 
Shakti Ciiattopadhyay, who together 
with Jibanana:nda Das—can be easily 
described as the finest poet of the 
language after Tagore, has never been 
considered for either award. Nor Sunil 
Gangopadhyay, v/hose contribution to 
contemporary Bengali literature is 
almost unparalleled, as is his popula¬ 
rity ais a poet and fictionwriter. And 
look at those who get away with the 
lolly... writers like Sumitranandan 
Pant, Gajendra Mitra, Monindra Ray, 


Dinkar. Putappa and Ashapurna Devi! | 
The reason is simple, ignore the 2 
young and the daring; nurture only f 
those who do not, and cannot, question <r 
the mindless establishment. Crush the 
■best, and crush them young. Establish 
the rule of the totally mediocre. 

We hear of suicide and rape and 
murder. We corns to accept homo¬ 
sexuals, lesbians and people suffering 
front incurable diseases. We recog¬ 
nise their problems even as we realise 
that the criminal is driven to desper¬ 
ation out of sheer frustration and the 
need to jump the gun. Charles 
Sobhraj seeks a meaning to his life 
through larceny or the grand crime 
—just as Billa gives vent to his 
bottled-up anger against the wwld 
he was born into. Ananta Singh 
turns to bank robbery at the fag end 
of a distinguished life as a nationalist 
and politician. The way public mora¬ 
lity is going these days, it is almost 
impossible to distinguish the good 
boys from the bad. Where would 
you rate the Amrit Nahatas and the 
Bhajan Lais ? The dividing lines are 
slowly getting blurred. But while It 
may be difficult to distinguish be¬ 
tween criminals eijad godmen, politi¬ 
cians and bank robots, we-^ll move 
towards our destinies as OTevocably 
as the arrow that escapes the taut 
string of the bow and traces the 
course charted out for it. 

The death of my father left me ' 
shattered and I can never forget his 
suffering over ten long days before 
the end, mercifully, came. In my 
heart there is this loneliness that no 
amount of laughter can wipe out but 
I still push on because I know that 
all that there is on this earth, so 
fleeting and transient, requires us 
strangely, even though we are the 
most transient of all. We try to 
search for meanings, all of us in our 
own little ways, to overcome the void 
that grows in the still oeatre of the 
heart. 



FRIEND of mine, a suc- 
dessful model of ^ six¬ 
ties, hawking a special 
brand of ties that became 
almost synonymous with 
his face, suddenly discovered in his 
late forties that the big, wild life 
that he had lived, the high-powered 
job that he did in an advertising 
agency and the many loves that he 
had run through, were not worth a 
song. So he has settled down in late 
bachelorhood to spending long hours 
before the televisioa set, chewing the 
cud of nostalgia and feediM on the 
infantile fare that Cakaitta TV offers. 
Me Is not an unhappy man; but he is 
certainly a lonely naan. And neither 
his grand passion, photography, nor 
his women can offer him the remedy 
that he seeks. 

Another friend gave up his exdting 
career in film making to go back to 
some obscure family buslnest. Tbe 
last time I mw him was at a Idehdi 
Hasan concert, wiping his tears with 
a comer of a handkerddef as Ua 
more extroverted wife dM>se to shout 
wah wah In her raucous voice. Mehdl 
i^a’s app«m) is siiSlar to the Hind^ 



film song’s. This mushy, sentimental 
fare can appeal only to a special kind 
of mind—the mind of a moron. 

But things were once different. I 
remember the early songs of ^ir, 
Kaifi. Majrooh and Shailendra. They 
were exquisite poems, evocatively 
sung. Particularly in the Gum Dutt 
films; and particularly on the themes 
of loneliness and love. Gum Dutt him¬ 
self came to epitomise the young man, 
waylost and vulnerable, in a world 
that is cruel, unyielding, and traum- 
.tically lone^. Neither love nor tender- 
hesa can win him over. 
came to live bia roles and died tw 
same way, a wreck who wose aulade 
as the aunploBt way out To quote 
Fais's poem on Ttmhai. So gol rosta 
tok-tOKM har-ok nA-igwuar: oinM 
khak-nt dkimUO’diife qoanum ke 
, turagk. Gul karo shomin berha-do mi 
o «Mfio 0 ayo^j opns b^hwob fctoo- 
ron ko mugaTiw ter-lo; ab yahanJeoi 
iMhin, koi rtakin oagal which in 
translation would go 


"The roads that' waited have gone 
to sleep; 

aUen dust has wiped out all foot- 
rteps. 

Put out tbe candles, keep away the 

your sleepless portala 

No one is here. No one will ever 
cornel" . 

Such loneliness is the only tmth. 
Thera Is no way out no redemption. 

As for me. I have oony^ed my 
loneUnets into a riotous celebmtlon.I 
enjoy Mug alone today. And M I 
watm Rina playing with our children, 
forgetting herself and her problemi, 
her i^efs and her lonelineis, I raaliia 
that she has achieved in her own wiiy 
what 1 have searched for so Iona. The 
world that she has built around her, in 
all har innocence, helps her to face the 
emptiness within. Someday perhapi I 
shall be able to do the wme. ^ 
from limelineas, at last, will spring a 
Joyous elan and I shall begin to come 
to terms with a stranger called I. ■ 
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Shuttle diplomacy 


*1 was quite sure I wuuld 
win the title,” Prakash said 
earlier. “I had been acclima¬ 
tised and had also got used 
to various kinds of shuttle¬ 
cocks. Besides, my earlier 
wins had given me tremen¬ 
dous confidence. I think 
Llem Swie King really play¬ 
ed as well as he has been 
playing in the past. I’m told 
that the Indonesian Govern¬ 
ment has been accused of 
not giving him enough 
training facilities or some¬ 
thing Uke thatr 
Prakash, who shaved his 
head prior to the Edmonton 
Games, didn’t bother to re¬ 
turn to Tirupati this time. 


but he was on his way to his 
favourite shrine to offer his 
thanks. Meanwhile, his char¬ 
ming fiancee revelled in a- 
blaze of publicity, with 
everyone clamouring to 
know what Prakash really 
told her when he spoke to 
her long-distance shortly 
after winning the title. She 
managed pretty well too, 
says Ashish Rajadhyaksha, 
keeping the media happy 
with her comments on hei^ 
favourite beat group (BoneyS 
M) and her prospects of 9 
marriage to her affiancedo- 
champion, who must be one^ 
of India’s most popular am-- 
I bassadors by now. 5 






The Aga goes gaga 


His Royal Highness the Aga 
Khan, wnile blitzing tnrougb 
India, was engaged in spray¬ 
ing his not-too inconsiderable 
dubiQons to such charities as 
would require his attention, 
according to his very own 
Press attache. His Majesty, 
however, kept his own in¬ 
terests pretty close to his 
heart, or so it would seem. 
For instance, Ashish Raia- 
dhvaksha points out, he did 
not let on that one of his 
many interests in Bombay 
concerned discreet enquiries 
about the controversial 


Nizam’s jewels. 

The Aga Khan took on the 
mantle of leader of the 
Ismaili Muslim community 
in 1957 when he was only 
20 years old. at the behest 
his granofather. 

When the HRH Prince Aga 
Khcn Ismailia Federal Coun¬ 
cil for India (recently estab¬ 
lished to supervise all the 
philanthropic work he is do 
ing in Inuiajwas contacted to 
confirm the theory that 
he went gaga over the 
Nizam’s jewels, they denied 
It stoutly. 


OKaye 



Geoffrey Reeve, 14- M. Kaye and her Husband 



Culture, 
anyone ? 

It was a star-studded 
occasion at Delnis Vigyan 
Bbavan on March 20, wnen 
literary and other lumina¬ 
ries of all nauonaiities 
gathered to pool their re¬ 
sources and iaeas. Tuey 
were there tor the inaugura¬ 
tion ot the Iiit_rnabonal 
Conference for the Defence 
ut National Cunures and 
Education for Peace and 
Disarmament, organised by 
the Premciiand Centenary 
Celebration Committee. The 
idea benind the conference, 
was to establish and pro¬ 
mote the culture of the 
Third World countries as it 
is felt that western influe¬ 
nces are permeating rapidly. 
The imported “TV-Coca-Oila- 
bubble gum culture” is 
attracting a vast number of 
followers, to the dismay of 
many. Said Faiz Ahmed Faiz; 
distinguished Pakistt.ni poet, 
“It is necessary to identify 
the culture imposed on us bv 
western imperialism as diff¬ 
erent from the culture which 
lives within us”. Mr V. P. 
Satbe, Union Minister for 
Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing, who inaugurated the 
function, proclaimed “Pre-. 
mchand was a son of the soil. 
He took lis from Ivory towers 
to remote comers of villages 
in India”. 


to choose between her Indian 
heritage and the man she 
loves. “You see, at that 
point of time it was very 
difficult for eastern and 
western values to co-exist 
although now of course that 
is quite different. When 1 
was in India prejudices 
were very strong.” 

Her book is also being made 
into a television series, the 
rights for whicb have been ^ 
bought by British producer-i r 
director Geoffrey Reeve. Said 
Reeve, relaxing in the Ashok 
suite of the Maurya Hotel. 
“We have a lot ot research 
to do with regard to the 
period Mrs Hamilton has 
covered but we .intend to 
start .shootlog in about a 
year’s time. Most of the 
will be done at 
iasthan and some of it in 
NEFA. Later cn maybe 1 
will make it into a full- . 
length flim". And what 
about the actors? *T have 
deckled on them as yet, 

I will include many 
Indian actors.” 




































"It was a tremendous feel> Baf luclc 

init. It was ifreat to be 
amonc the top brass of the' 

Army, Navy and the. Air 
Force. Besides, compared to 
the other recipients. I was 
much younger." That was 
former Indian skipper Sunil 
Gavaskar speaking to Haresh 
Munwani about the New 
Delhi ceremony at which the 
President awarded him the 
Padma Bhudian. “I sat 
next to Mother Teresa," be 
said. “I really admire that 
woman for her simplicity. 

The first thing she said to 
me was T wish all the money 
which has been spent on this^ 
function could instead havef 
been utilised to build homes 
for the poor. Don’t forget, take into account the co.sl ol "When I received the Arjuna 
when you are calculating the film that the various Award earlier, we had a com- 
that amount, you have to photographers use as well’ plete dress rehearsal in the 


Carta was here 


"People say that we are pro¬ 
fessional...but we bloody 
well ought to be,” say the 
members of Magna Carta, 
the groim that passed 
through Calcutta recently. 
There were four of them: 
Chris Simpson, George Norris. 
A1 Fenn and Lee Abbot, the 
ituietest of them all, and to¬ 
gether they have a promising 
new sound. "We call it song 
and acoustic music," they 
told Patrick and Arijit 
Ohose, The Magnai Carta 
that came to India has Just 
two members, Simpson and 


Abbot, from the original 
band which cut as many as 
14 albums and which broke 
up recently in Spain (The 

g roblem was basic; it was 
oredom, staleness. Some 
wanted to work it out, some 
didn't). 

Traditional English folk and 
American Nashville and 
country music have been 
their major influences. In 
addition, they also draw io- 
•piration from a wide spec¬ 
trum of musicians including 
Eric Clapton, whom tlicy 
consider the greatest white 



"blues’’ guitarist. Chris Simp¬ 
son, the leader of the band, 
feels that the general trend 
of music will move back to 
"song" from disco and punk 
rock. Of the latter they sa>. 

inc itul.ing Stones did It 
while disco," they affirm, "is 
dead”. Like a lot of other 
musidans, they are familiar 
with highs but as Simpson 
emphasised, "It’s a personal 
thing and it has nothing to 
do with our music." Gallons 
of tea were their stimulants. 
After India, the bond hat 
two concerts lined up in the 




which there is a tour o 
Norway. Meanwhile, they 
plan to release a new album 
on which songs like Danny, 
Onusionai Cannonbaii, Hiun- 
wap t') Spain, which were 
performed in India, will 
feature. 

And Indian audiences? They 
were "fantastic, listening 
audiences". But as Georgo 
Norris, the butt of all the 
Jokes onstage said, "Many 
people think they know what 
they like; actually they usu¬ 
ally like what they know”. 


So Pondicherry turns wet 
again, after an arid seven- 
month spell. Although there 
IS jubilation in the Union 
Territory, the news has not 
caused much of a stir in 
neighbouring Tamil Nadu. 
This lack of excitement is 
due to the fact that, accord¬ 
ing to the grapevine, who¬ 
ever forms the new Govern- 
mjsnt in the state is expect¬ 
ed to end or suspend prohi¬ 
bition. Interestingly enough, 
Bala Paxhanoor, briefly the 
Minister for Petroleum and 
Chemicals in Charan Sindt's 


High ... and dry 


Cabinet, did not contest tlx* 
recent ParliatiKtnlar.y elec¬ 
tions from Pondicherry, his 
home town. “Had he contest¬ 
ed from Pondy, he would 
have been hit by empty 
booze bottles,’’ commented 
one senior Pondy citizen 
who was sore about not 
being able to use his army 
pension on liquid poison. 
Earlier, it was MGR who 
had relaxed prohibition in 
Tamil Nadu, with the result 
that liquor permits were 
easier to come by. However, 
notes Arthur Pais, his good 


work was undone by Gov- 
erner Prabhudas Patwari as 
soon as the MGR Ministry 
was dismissed. But Madras 
is now getting ready for wet 
days. One reliable indication 
is that restaurant owners in 
the city are on the lookout 
for brawny waiters who can 
double as bouncers in the 
event of a drunken brawl. 
Meanwhile, slums in the ma¬ 
jor dties of the state have 
started selling rotgut openly. 
P. S. The harshest variety is 
referred to as "Patwari 
strong". 


I morning, while the actual 
function took place in the 
afternoon. I thought the 
•ame procedure would be 
followed at this function too. 
but I was wrong. To my 
great surprise, there was no 
rehearsal and the fuBo- 
tion itself was held 
in the morning. Had I 
known this I would have 
anUnged to go back to Bom¬ 
bay the same aftemoim 
rather than catch the late 
night fUght back. I am 
bonourea to receive tiie 
award but this would not 
have been passible without 
the efforts and cooperation 
of my team mates. After all, 
cricket is a team game," 
Rather modest for a man 
who has scored 5974 runs in 
Test cricket. 


Verse 
and worse 

There was a time when 
every young Calcuttajn was 
both a radical and a poet. 
The popular coffee house in 
College Street served as a 
meeting point for poetry and 
revolution and the sessions, 
were long and heady, in the> 
last few years, fioetry has 
discovered many new pastu¬ 
res and poetry fionferences,: 
mushairaa and kovi same- 
Ians have become red letter 
days on the city’s cultural 
calendar. And sometimes, 
poetry conferences are un¬ 
usual by themselves. 

One such gathering was o^ 

S snised on. March 22 at the 
ihartiya Rhasha Parlshad 
on Shakespeare Sarani. What 
made it unusual was that 
poets of five different, lang¬ 
uages got together and sang 
or recited from one common 
platform. For the disceroiM 
connoisseur, there was suffi¬ 
cient variety to bold his at¬ 
tention throughout the even¬ 
ing. 

The poem which was ap¬ 
plauded the most, as S. N. 
M. Abdi found out that 
evening, was Kobita Sinha’s 
masterpiece in Bengali. 
Haraprasad Patnaik, well 
known poet, regaled the 
audiences with his Sanyahsi 
in Oriya. Among others who 
read out their poems were 
Hircn Babu Singh in Mani- 
puri, Liladevi Jha in Maithili 
and Hiren Bhattacharya in 
Assamese. The poetry meet 
was presided over by Uma- 
shankar Joshi who had the 
last word. He is a renown¬ 
ed prose writer but on this 
occasion, he ended the even¬ 
ing, uncharacteristically, wiffi 
a short poem of his own. 
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THE WORLD 


politicians never fail to d«- Frenchmen G aulle d 

mers were strongly backing 

a move to oust the UK from . r 

the EEC because of its oppo- ^ ^ 

sition to a common European ' 

agricultural policy that pro- - 

mised to benefit them jp- 

enormously. The schema > 

was finally dropped. . Some 
French political leaders 

shared the farmers' resent- 
ment, though they never 

aired their' views openly, ^ 

until recently. Jacques Chi- f ^ 

rac, the former neo-Caullist '{ 

French Premier, in a TV \ 

broadcast lashed out at Bri- 

tain for jeopardising the •\cn& 

EEC’s most costly agricul- 
tural scheme and said that 
General Charles De Gaulle ^ 

would not have hesitated to Mrs Thaicner ivttn t'resiaent Utscard d’Hstaviq 
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m 




f 




expel her. The broadcast, 
of course, is believed to 
have been made with differ¬ 
ent motives : Mr Chirac is a 
sure contender for the next 
election to the Fren<* Pre¬ 
sidency and is keen to pro¬ 
ject himself as a staunch 
Gaullist. The French-Bri- 
tlsh tiff obviously came in 
handy. Mr Chirac is the 
leader of the krgest Party 
in the Frencn Parliament 
and is wooing the farmers to 
maintain' jit-’* Party’s popu¬ 
larity among the large rural 
population. The speech fol¬ 
low^ a statement of Bri¬ 
tain’s complaint by Margaret 
Thatcher over French TV a 
week before. The former 
French premier accused her 
uf acting in the British tra¬ 
dition : betraying “le fair 
play". 


Carting it all 


Diplomatic cops 


After a series of caucus 
and primary defeats at Iowa 
and Illinois, Edward Ken¬ 
nedy, the underdog for the 
Democratic candidature in 
the US Presidential elec¬ 
tions, came from behind to 
defeat Jimmy Carter at New 
York and Connecticut. This 
In spite of trailing in the 



Jimmy Carter 


pre-election poll. The reason 
for the upset was a wave of 
Jewish opposition to Presi¬ 
dent Carter’s West Asian 
policies. Jews, incidentally, 
form a sizable part of New 
York’s population and the 
resentment against Mr Car¬ 
ter appears to have been a 
sudden development. Com¬ 
puter projections weighted 
returns from the Democra¬ 
tic Party race so heavily 
against Mr Kennedy that 
there seemed virtually no 
doubt about who would be 
the eventual winner. Prior 
to the New York and Con¬ 
necticut elections, 15 per 
cent of the Party’s votes 
were already counted of 
which Mr Carter secured an 
impressive 66 per cent, Ken¬ 
nedy 30 per cent, Governor 
Jerry Brown of California 
three per cent, and a minor 
independent one per cent. 
Mr Kennedy was helped in 
his campaign by his cele¬ 
brated sister-in-law, Jacque¬ 
line Ona.ssis, though not to 
much effect. Meanwhile 'the 
race for the Republican can¬ 
didature was going the way 
of Ronald Reagan, despite a 
minor defeat he suffered 
against former CIA director, 
George Bush, at Connecticut. 
Earlier, all three major 
US TV networks predicted 
that Mr Reagan, who fought 
Mr Carter in the last elec¬ 
tion, would defeat the liberal 
Illinois Congressman John 
Anderson. If popular calcu¬ 
lations are correct, the 1980 
election will once again be a 
Carter-Reagan show. 


Biyaganage Payasena Fer¬ 
nando (48), Sri Lanka’s am¬ 
bassador to the UN resigned 
in a huff after his re¬ 
ported involvement in a 

sex scanda'l and anti- 

Government activities. Mr 
Fernando had come to 
Colombo to attend a confer¬ 
ence of the country’s diplo¬ 
mats, and stayed back after 
it was over to tender his 
resignation. The reason for 
the decision was an official 
investigation into his activi¬ 
ties at New York, that 

appears to have found him 
guilty of subversive activi¬ 
ties and indulgent living. 
The diplomat was believed 
to have actually been victi¬ 
mised for belonging to the 
wrong group in the ruling 
National Party. The state- 


! controlled Lake House and 
Times groups of newspapers 
reported that a "high power 
team of police investigators” 
had gone to New York twice 
and found certain vital sec¬ 
ret documents m the em¬ 
bassy’s premises. The fact 
that Mr Fernando’s prede¬ 
cessor in the post, Mr 
Shirley Amarasinghe, too 
was subject to investiga¬ 
tion suggests that the 
Sri Lanka ambassador’s 
post in the UN is jinxed. 
Mr G. V. P. Samarasinghfl 
a senior public servant 
holding the post of secretary 
to the Sri Lanka cabinet was 
appointed Mr Fernando’s 
successor, while the latter 
planned to return to prac¬ 
tice at the bar, his original 
profession. i 


Ssshhh! 

Noise is known to drive tolerance level for residen- 
peoplc mad. Hence the row tial areas, hospitals, old 
over Concorde, and Cal- people’s homes and spools 
cutta’s Puja loudspeakers, has been fixed at 70 decibels 
West Germany has a unique during day and 60 at night, 
way of tackling the menace. This level equals the sound 
A bill defining tolerable ol surf on a sea beach or a 
levels of traffic noise was waterfall, though the form 
recently passed by the Bun- may not be as pleasant of 
destag. Trie bill requires pro- 'course Noise protection tor 
tective measures to be taken new streets is even more 
in all affected houses, local- stringent—62 decibels during 
at places wnere the toiera- the day and 52 at night— 
ble level of decibels is ex- and those for hospitalt, 
ceeded. Where the protcc- schools and old people’s 
tion involves installation of homes situated on new 
sound-insulated, windows and streets is even less—60 deci- 
doors, the house owner will bels during the day, and 50 
have to bear 25 per cent of «t night The Act covers all 
the cost, leaving the rest West German streets and 
to the kindly scate. The newly laid rail .routes. : 







Accident hy design 


Teased and released 


For the first time, a motor 
car manufacturing firm was 
charged in Winamac, Indi¬ 
ana, USA, with actual homi¬ 
cide because of a suspected 
defect in one of its cars 
which met with an accident 
killing three. The car, a 
pinto 1973 model, a product 
of the famous Ford Motor 
company, is the subject of a • 
controversy in the ' USA. 
Three teenaged girls travel¬ 
ling in the car were burned 
to death in August 1976. 
when a van hit the rear, 
causing the gasoline tank 
to explode. Earlier the same 
year, the Ford company had 
recalled 1.5 million o( its 
Pintos to strengthen the 
gasoline tank. Put the 
! families of two of the vio 
itims did not receive recall 
[notices from the company. 
The judge Mr Ijarold Staf- 
feldt refused to let all the 
prosecution witnesses testify, 
and also refused to produce 


Ayatollah 
at stake 

Demonstrations, crackers, 
burning effigies. These are 
common in any augry city. 
But in Spain, they’re part of 
the festivities. The place 
was Valencia, and the occa¬ 
sion the annual [cUlas, a 
festival of bonfires and fire¬ 
works. devoted to St Joseph. 
The whole dty reverberates 
with the sound of bursting 
crackers as hundreds of 
figures costing more than 
two million dollars go up in 
flames. Each quarter of 
the dty produces a tableau 
of ninots or life-size effigies, 
which are like waxworks of 
Mlebrated personalities. The 
burning is mesint to draw at¬ 
tention to a scandal or 
abuse. Often the figures 
burnt are tenign caricatures. 
And so it was this year 
when among the 611 effigies 
I^ft wing Spanish and Mus¬ 
lim students noticed one of 
Ayatollah Khomeini. The 
protest was immediate and 
loud. - According to 

rastom, one of the many 
figures is actually retrieved 
and kept in a museum as a 
memento of the festival. 
But the Iranians were not 
content with that alone. 
They wanted the effin res¬ 
cued and kept out of sight. 
Faster than it took to pro¬ 
nounce “Ayatollah Khomei¬ 
ni Valencia’s governor wan 
ordered to do the needful. 
The fiesta committee agreed 


all or the 200 documents it 
had brought to prove its 
case. While the prosecution 
relied mainly' on law stu¬ 
dents and volunteers. Ford’s 
lawyers concentrated on the 
specific charge in the case, 
and ignored the more gene¬ 
ral charges against the 
company. They proved with 
the help of a number of 
photographs and other evi¬ 
dence that the car 

was hit when it was station¬ 
ary and not in motion. The 
impact of the collision was 
thus roughly SO miles per 
hour, and not as slight as 
20-30 miles per hour as the 
prosecution had alleged. 
Under existing regulations 
for car manufacturers, a 
gasoline tank should resist 
explosion if hit by a vehicle 
travelling at opto 30 miles 
per hour. That clinched the 
issue. The lesson ; never 
try fighting a corporation 
with lots of money. 


Salamat Ali, the well- 
known Pakistan correspon- 
ucuc lor tile car 
Eamomte tievtew, who was 
tried by a military tribunal 
on charges of inating hat¬ 
red between provinces, and 
dismembering Pakistan, has 
fiualiy been r e 1 e a se u 
after four months ri¬ 
gorous imprisonment. SaJa- 
mat bad written an articie in 
the Review (October 19, 
1979) entitled “An upheaval 
is forecast” on the situation 
in unruly Baluchistan which 
quoted aitonymous state¬ 
ments from a number of 
people to prove his point. 
Though the prosecution chief 
witness Coi Abdur Kauf 
^an admitted that his art¬ 
icle was a “reasonable in¬ 
terpretation” of the situation 
in the province, Ali was 
found guilty and given a 
year’s imprisonment. 

The conviction led to j 
world wide protests and I 


the junta reacted by 
claiming that the im¬ 
prisoned journalist was a 
Russian agent. A newsheet 
caiieu Paitistan News pub¬ 
lished by the Pakistan em¬ 
bassy in London also alleged 
that Ali had written his con- 
trover.:>iui Review articie 
without visiting Baluchistan. 
Eventually, the Review took 
up the cudgels for Ali. Tte 
magazine’s editor Derek Da¬ 
vies subsequently showed 
the Pakistan Embassy in 
London evidence that Ali had 
in fact gone to Baluchistan 
to do the article. 

Mr All’s resent release is 
an Indication of Pakistani 
vulnerability to world pres¬ 
sure. Mr Ali had been re¬ 
leased, according to officials, 
because his sentence had 
been remitted. The journa¬ 
list was reported to have 
stepped out of the Islama¬ 
bad prison on March 29 and 
taken a taxi straight home. 


Operation Shah 



The Shah and Sadat 


In a move that took the 
world by surprise, the depos¬ 
ed Shah of Iran and his wite 
left their piace of exile in 
Panama for another on 
March 23. The ailing and 
reduced Shah arriv^ in 
Cairo on March 24 and was 
received by a sympathetic 
President Anwar Sadat who 
saki the deposed Shah had 
come to stay “permanently”. 
The flight, which took off 
moments after an Iranian 
delegation seeking the Shah’s 
extradition to Iran for trial 
arrived in Panama, was alle¬ 
gedly planned by the USA- 
The Shah was later taken to 


heavily guarded Maadi Mili¬ 
tary Hospital where he wa.s 
successfully operated for 
rem’oval of a cancenms 
spleen on March 29. The 
team of doctors who operat¬ 
ed on him was drawn from 
the USA and Egypt and head 
ed by US heart surgeon 
Michael Dcbakey. The Shah 
was kept in intensive care 
Reports appearing in an 
Egyptian weekly said that 
the Shah’s trip to Egypt was 
arranged in less than an 
hour, and long before the 
Iranian delegation reached 
Panama. Incidentally, Irani¬ 
an authorities had reported¬ 


ly even ordered the former 
ruler’s assasination. In a 
despatch from Washington, 
the weekly said that the 
Shah’s flight was settled 
when one of his secretaries 
phoned the Egyptian amba¬ 
ssador in Washington to ask 
him if Egypt was still willing 
to welcome the former 
monarch. After contacting 
President Anwar Sadat, the 
ambassador promptly replied 
that the invitation still stood. 
The Shah’s departure wa.s 
known only on March 23, 
when he loft. A.s for how 
long ho will stay in Egypt, 

I no one knows. 






KHAASBAAT 


F IS sudden spurt of 
publicity around 
?admini Kolhapurg, the UK 
ilscovery, makes a lot of 
tease. Neetu had once gone 
Jiroutrh a lot of tensions 
worrying about a possible 
Chtntu-Tina link'UP, 

■cnowintt the stories she 
heard of the two of them 
sn location. Now Padniini 
is almost a competitor for 
rina. And you know, a lot of 
publicity revolves round 
any RK ttal—buddint; or 
otherwise! Padminj Is 
Neetu’s safe bet: she is ' 
cute and curvv. which a 
heroine should be, and she 
is not chain like you-know* 
who! 

B irds of a feather flock 
together and in films 
the ones who hit together 
or flop together, flodc 
together. Look what 
happened to SalimrJaved, 
now that they are ‘‘out’’ 
with most of the big camps i 




TiTia:Chinlu’s ex fUxme and Neetu'$ despair 


they were working for. They 
are ganging up with 
Rojesh Khanna who is also 
a black sheep with most 
camps; on his front, things 


Padmini KoUiapwre:RK*a chUd-woman 



are looking better, with one 
or two successful films 
behind him. And to make 
the combination a bit more 
spicy, they are thinking of 
roping in Riahi Kavoor and 
also throwing in 7ma 
Munim. That makes the 
whole thing very chot-potti. 

S HATRV cannot 

understand—or maybe, 
docs not want to—why 
women keep falling for him 
Inspite of the permanent 
competition they face from 
Poonam C/umdranumi. 

Aecna is not the only leech 
In his professional life. The 
number of girls going ga ga 
over him is many. 

Sometimes Shatru’a outright 
re.|ectlon is mistaken for an 
open invitation to ding to 
him. Not that the man is 
complaning. He is a ture 
Saggitarian—and that means 
he loves being subjected to 
the-more-the-merrier kind 
of treatment from the 
opposite sex! 

P LAT new boy Daapak 
Para^r is every inch 
a lady-killer. He is simply 
irresistible to girls who go 
in for the ‘tall.slim-fair good- 
looks’ variety of men. And 
he has this one-way phone 
which keeps ringing at 
frequent intervals, which 
proves he is very popular. 

But it is embarrassing for 
him to be interrupted when 
he is engaged in important 
meeting bv some girl who is 
desperately trying to meet 
him. You can see the 
blushes come and go with 
each brush-off htt gives 
every time the phone rings. 
He’s the guy who is likely 
to keep getting into trouble 
of d very shapely kind, for , 


having a face which is his 
(mis)fortunel If h® is 
really bothered by the 
deluge of girls after him, 
that is. 

A nd look at the fast 
work put In by Riahi- 
Neetu. Before they could 
return from their 
honeymoon the Kapoors 
received a telegram sa.Ying 
the two were parentS'to-bel 
I The two would be returnimi 
with a very young gueat. 
The couple took a long time 
to dedde qn getting married 
—about five years—and evt n 
then Chintu had to be 
literally bulIM into the 
engagement. But looks like 
they’ve made up for the 
delay and got down to 
Muious Khandani 
perpetuation on the doublet 

M ovsnvm chattbbji 

has a grouse ogainat 
most people, whom ahe 
blames for her failing 
career. For instance, ahe 
says that Amitabh got her 
out of the film with Shakti 
Samanta, Baraaat Ki Baat 
when he opted for Raakhee. 
Being Shakti’s discovery 
she expected the role of 
the blind girl espedally 
after the director spoke to 
her about it Then she 
found Raakhee had been 
recruited. So she concludes 
that Amitabh had got her 
into the film. But she 
doesn’t know that the 
superstar doesn’t go about 
recommending heroines 
these days: the makers 
who take him automaiically 
look for a saleable 
proposition and that, 
Moushumi isn’t. We 
presume Raakhee is I ■ 






























KHAAS BAAT. 


S ATHYA studio, one of 
the dullest spots in the 
dtv suddenly active and 
visitors are finding it 
difficult to «et in. It is 
possible that MGR has 
re-started on his acting 
career, or preparations in 
that direction are going on. 
Before these words can 
appear, MGR would begin 
shooting tor Anno Enn 
Deivam one of the films 
he could not finish in 1977. 

One can’t vouch for the 
authenticity of this story 
which is being circulated 
in the dtv. It seems MGR 
has forgotten his fencing 
and one of the scenes of his 
I’urrent films required him 
to play the sword-wielding 
Robin Hood. But he just 
couldn’t put life into his 
fighting. The director of 
the movie was exasperatecl 
and the villain too was 
feeling embarrassed. And 
then some wisecrack 
.suggested that tHe rehearsals 
should continue for a longer 
period and the villan must 
wear a mask resembling 
Karunanidhi. 

A CniKSS Lakshmi and 
director S. Ramanathan 
have a peculiar kind of 
love-hate relationship. 

Three years ago 1 heard 
him cursing Lakshmi for 


acting bitchy regarding a 
role in a Hindi film opposite 
Jeetendra. “1 fixed a 
handsome remuneration 
for her, and vet she 
wouldn’t cooperate”, he 
lamented. But last year l,e 
went out of his wav to 
woo Lakshmi to act in his 
Kannada film Nanobba 
Kalla opposite Raikumai. 
The film was only a mild 
success and Ramanatliun 
hasn’t blamed Lakshini. 

But he’s once again 
complaining that she wasted 
his recent trip to Madias. 
Ramanathan wanted to 
complete some important 
scenes of a long pending 
Hindi film (whose title 
keeps on ebanging) which 
stars Moushumi, Jeetendra 
and Lakshmi. 'Though 
Lakshmi offered him all 
cooperation, she backed 
out at the, last minute. It 
seems the producer of the 
film owed some ,monev to 
Lakshmi. “But I had made 
arrangements for that 
too”, sighied Ramanathan. 
“But she wanted 
the shooting postpoiuMi. I 
know she’s a terribly 
talented actress but when 
will she realise the harm 
she’s doing herscit bv her 
moods? This is precisely why 
she lost the Telugn 
market...” 






Jayabharalhy does the role 
of a nymphomaniac in 
“Chandra Bimbam” 







A fter the Rajnll«mt- 
Sridevi pair, the next 
most popular pair in the 
making is that of Rothi 
and Rujnt. Apart front 
being featured in Devar’s 
Anbumkku Naan Adimai, 
they arc also cast in 
Mxiaraltu KaUU, a film 
being produced by AVM 
who are venturing into til 
production after a gap of 
many years. 

On sets, Rathi and 
Rajni seem to enjoy each 
other’s company. For one 
thing both of them are 
“outsiders” to th« Tamil 
industry Rajiii, the bus- 
conductor turned actor is 
actually a Maharashtrian 
h'oin Karnataka. And tJ>os 
who accuse him of speakii 
Tamil with aa alien 
(Kannada) accent may be 
surprised if some of his 
Kannada producers accused 
him of speaking that 
language with--a Marathi 
accent. And Rathi is an 
Anglicised Punjabi, who 
took up TamiJ films and 
became a .success overnighi 


PiOUSJI 








The good, the bad and the lifted 


F SM ; “The ancient Greeks were 
thinkers because they had 
luckily no prophet to command 
‘Stop thinking, and follow me!’ ’’ 
Item: “No lover of the Krishna 
legend, and the poetry woven 
round him and Radha and the 
Gopis, should visit Madhura 
(sic) and Brindavan. For it 
would rudely break the spell of 
that legend and that poetry. The 
two ancient towns are shockingly 
dirty and stinking, and their 
pandas are ravenous wolves.” 

Item: “Humanism should con¬ 
sist of a harmonious blending of 
the power of Siva, the compassion 
Buddha, the love of Christ, the 
aeal of Mohammad, the material¬ 
ism of Kanada, the logic of 
Nagarajuna, and finally the defi¬ 
ance of death shown by Socrates 
In refusing to disown what he 
believed to be the truth." 

Item : “Gandhi was oversexed 
before he became a saint. Once 
sublimated, bis over-sensuousness 
had provided him with the im¬ 
mense reserves of power.” 

Item: “Morally India was never 
as sick as it is now end perhaps 
never before in India’s history 
were there as many saints as 
there are at present (1970)." 

Item: “A Journalist who works 
under censorship is no better than 
a performing flea.” 

Item: “The gods of a barbarous 
people are crude and cruel. As 
they get civilized, their gods, too, 
get refined. Kali demands blood, 
Krishna is content with milk.” 

Perhaps the best way to review 
a book of this nature, written like 
the Notebooks of Samuel Butler, is 
to band-pick some of the 700-odd 
items and let the reader decide 
for himself. But the selection, 
perforce, tends to get subjective 
and one must realise that the 
above items are obviously the ones 
that personally appealed. Com¬ 
ments vary from personalities 
(Frank Moraes, Nehru, Marx, 
Dayanand, Amir Khusrau, to men¬ 
tion a few) to abstract ideas 
(humanism, museology, myth and 
reality, Saivism)...with factual 
comments on the former and 
opinions on the latter. 

In such a book, it is more than 
normally interesting to know the 
man behind the comments. Narla 
Venkateswora Rao—or V. R, Narla 
as he prefers to style himself 
turned 72 in l>ecember, 1878, and 
is well known for "bis uncompro¬ 
mising stand against sham, hypo¬ 
crisy, cant, irrationalism, super- 


By ANIL GROVER 


stition, fear and deceit”, as Mr 
Sushil Mukherjea (managing 
director of the publishing com¬ 
pany) tells us in his note. Having 
written a score of books in Telugu 
and five in English, his writings 
have been translated into several 
languages, Mr Narla took an 
active part in the freedom 
struggle and has ‘ held several 
eminent posts (member of Rajya 
Sabha; alternate delegate UNES¬ 
CO General conference, Paris; 
member of the General Council of 
the Sabitya Akademi and the Lalit 
Kala Akademi, member of the 
First Press Council of India, etc.). 
He has received a double D. Lit. 
and was editor of Andhra Pradesh 
(1942-59) and Andhra Jyoti (1960- 
77), and had to leave the latter 
during the Emergency on matter 
of principles, even though he was 
of advanced age. and ailing then. 



And it is here that we see the 
real man Narla. “I have delibe¬ 
rately kept out of this volume 
the entries which I made in my 
Notebooks during...the Emergen¬ 
cy. My reason for this is simple... 
right from 1962...I had a strong 
aversion to her (Mrs Gandhi). And 
since 1869, I have developed posi¬ 
tive detestation for her as one of 
the most selfish, unscrupulous and 
vindictive politicians in recent 
times...And yet, I did not campa¬ 
ign against her Emergency rule... 
because 1 had to ask myself 
whether it would be right on my 
part to expose the rotary press, 
and other printing machinery of 
the Journal, its buildings, etc on 
whicn the public has invested two 
and half million rupees, to the 
risk of outright confiscation...! 
should have, I admit, resimied my 
editorship forthwith...All that I 


could say is that. ... I wrote 
nothing in support...Indeed, during 
the whole ];>eriod I stopped writ¬ 
ing even on non-political sub¬ 
jects. Be that as it may, 1 was 
guilty of the grave crime of silence 
when all the higher values of life 
were being ground to dust, and on 
that account, I have, I believe, for¬ 
feited my right to publish now 
what I thought at the time.” 

When a man of such exemplary 
courage and more, honesty, 
publishes entries from Notebooks 
which he has been maintaining 
from 1955 they give an insight 
into him. “While it is not mv 
intention to hurt people ... I do 
want to shock them ... What 1 
want is not that my views and 
opinions, my thoughts and obser¬ 
vations or my cpntentions and 
conclusions should be approved... 
1 will be more than content if 
they are discussed.” 

The author has deliberately 
spaced out longer views with 
shorter ones to avoid monotony; 
and such a book makes convenient 
reading. Yet, one is strongly 
advised to read it in bits and parts 
to avoid encountering repetitious 
thoughts on the same subject often 
(natural, of course). It also saves 
one from forming an unfair im¬ 
pression that the author is preach¬ 
ing. Some items which the author 
finds necessary, are datellned, but 
one certainly feels that a chrono¬ 
logical order would have given a 
better perspective to the book In 
helping one to trace the growth, 
or otherwise, of the author. 

There are, naturally, plenty of 
entries whidi ai>e dull/unconvino- 
ing/trite. To quote: “If life is an 
illusion immortality is a delusion” 
Or: “Only a diseased mind can 
dismiss life as a disease". Or: 
"Science will be dangerous tool 
only when man is a damned fool”. 
While his comments on religion 
are, by and large—opinionated 
there is at least one which Is welF 
barbed: "There are many kinds of 
nervous disorders; one of them is 
religious ecstasy.” 

More unfortunately, when 
the author writes: "Tell me what 
your religion is and 1 can tell you 
what your pet prejudices are". 
Or: “Lifting from one book is 
plagiarism; lifting from^a dozen or 
more Is research that fetches you 
a Ph.D.". Both items ring a bell. 
This, after all, isn’t research. 

Gods, Goblins and Men. by V. R. Narla. 
Minerva Associates, Rs. 60 




VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Btginnino April IS 

This week the Sun alone is in Aries, Venus Is In Taurus and Mars, Jupiter, Rahu and Saturn are conjoined in Leo. 
Neptune and Uranus are in Scorpio, Kethu alone Is in Aquarius and Mercury Is In Pisces. The Moon will be moving 
through Arles. Taurus and Gemini from Pisces. 


ABIES (March 21 — 

f 

^ several excellent op- 

^ portunitles to expand 

your business activi¬ 
ties as to be praised by all your 

friends and relatives. Let your own 
Intuition be your guide to for¬ 
tune. Prosperfiy Is .predic¬ 

ted on the financial and business 
front and ell your hard work will 
now meet with. reQognitlon.You are 
likely to acquire a number of cost¬ 
ly, luxury Items. Good dates: 13, 
IS, 17 and 19. Lueky numbere :e, 
4 and 6 . Favourable direction: 
South and East. 

TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) Be guided by 
j your own intuition. Your 

Interests will be advan- 
ced and a promotion 
will crown a successful week. Your 
business front will remain steady. 
An old person Is not likely to cause 
trouble. A happy romance 

or "event" Is probable. Winning 
prizes is also well within the 
range of possibility. Sports and 
speculation wll! lead to profits. 
Good dalea: 14, 16, and 18. Lucky 
numbers : 7. 4 and 2. Favourable 
direotlon : West. 

a GEMINI : (May 23— 
June 21) Be patient in 
the face of serious, 
but often unexpected 
obstacles to the reali¬ 
sation of your ambitions. Devote a 
little extra attention to minute de¬ 
tails. After a minor setback due to 
disagreements, your business con¬ 
ditions will improve rapidly and 
you will make remarkable pro¬ 
gress. Gain through the occult Is 
also predicted. Avoid all 

disputes. Good dates : 15, 16, 18 
and 16. Luelnr numbers: Nil. Fav¬ 
ourable direotlon : North. 

C CANCER ; (JUNE 22— 

July 22) The results 
wl'l n®* keeping 

with your efforte. Both 
physical and mental 
strain will be experienced. Do not 
lose your temper. Suits and debts 
will cause great anxiety and there 
will not be any easy solution foi 
your problem,. Eschew questionable 
romance ana safeguard the health 
of womenfolk In the family. Good 
datee: le, 18 and 19. Lucky num¬ 
bere: 1 , 3 and 9. Favourable dlree- 
Ven I South. 


LEO (July 23—August 
22] An unexpected 
journey Is likely to fet- 
6h you profitable busl- 
ness contracts. Your 
can expect greater financial gain 
but exercise caution and circums¬ 
pection In dealings with the oppo¬ 
site sex. Suits and debts will cause 
anxiety and you may not find an 
easy solution. Seek and act upon 
the advice of elders and family 
friends. Do not gamble. Good 
dates : 13, 14, 16 and 16. Lueky 
numbers: 5, 3 and 10. Favourable 
direotlon : East and South. 

VIRGO (August 23— 
^ September 22) This 
week your outlook re- 
y mains fairly favourable 
though perhaps not 
quite as much as last week. Apart 
trom a small loss or annoyance 
(probao‘y In some way linkeo wiin 
a relative), your prospects are en¬ 
couraging. Yvu are advised to be 
on your guard against deceptlort, 
especially irt love affairs. Service¬ 
men will expedience ai) enjoyable 
week. Good qaiee : 14, lo and 
17. Luehynufflbora: 3, a and 9. Fav» 
ourable direetlon: North. 

a LIBRA : (September 23 
—Oeieber sa) You are 
advised to take great 
pains not to antagonise 
your employer. Pay 
great attention to business and pro¬ 
fessional pursuit. A fair measure of 
success and good fortune is shown. 
Including gain through speguia'ion 
or gambling. Make no impoitant 
changes during this week. Good 
datee : 17 and 19. Lucky numbers : 
10, 7 and 4. Favourable direct on : 
South. 

SCORPIO (October 23- 
Novembar 21) You will 
J be able to solve your • 
W pending problems In¬ 

volving finance. Cour¬ 
age, faith and fortitude will help 
you greatly In successfully tackl¬ 
ing the problems you face. A good 
week for loVe and marriage corres¬ 
pondence. Your home front will be 
happy. Professionals are likely to 
get transfer orders. Frierds and 
relatives will praise your efforts. 
Wat for letters before taking a cru¬ 
cial decision. Good dates : 13, 15, 
17 and 16. Lucky numbers : 2 . i 
and 8 . Favowotw direction: west 


« SAGITTARIUS (Novem¬ 
ber 22—December 22) 
The planets do not 
favour you. Therefore 
be content to mark 
time and wait for better days. Ex¬ 
ercise extreme caution in all your 
dealings; Practise restraint In all 
your activities. Check all Irritable 
tendencies and do npt orlticioe 
others. Check extravagance. Alter 
a somewhat difficult beginning, 
things will improve. Progress 
will be registered on all fronts.. 
Good datee: 16, 18 and 19. Luclqf 
itimdMrs t 7, 9 and 11. Pavourable 
directien 1 East. 

CAPRICORN (Decein- 
%bar 23 — January 20) 

A beneficial change of 
lob or residence is 
iiboiy. This week 'wl'i 
prove to be a happy one and mode¬ 
rately fortunate provided you check 
all extravagant tendencies. You will 
further benefit through Inheritance. 
Seek and act upon the advice of 
elders. A secret friendship or asso 
elation will prove helpful. Love and 
domestic affairs will bring Joy, and 
good fortune. Good' detes : 13, 14, 
17 and 10. Lucky numbers: 1 , 9 
and 10. Favourable direction; 
South-east. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
^ —February 19) stellar 
portents are setnewhat 
conflicting. Difficulties 
and unexpected rever- 
isats beyond own control will never- 
itheless, be mitigated by help from 
an unexpected source. Watch your 
flnances closely. Avoid property 
deals, foraion Investments and spe¬ 
culation. Good dates : 15,16 and 19 
Luel^ nuBbera : 3, 6 and 9 Favour¬ 
able direction : West. 

PISCES (February 20— 
March 20) Yotir bound- 
less energy and ambl- 
tion will result In suc- 
cess but caution Is ad¬ 
vised against physical overstrain 
and In dealngs with elderly rela¬ 
tives. Secret matters.will progress 
and young people and Intellectuals 
will contribute to your success and 
well-being. Valuable new friendships 
are forecast and beneficial journeys 
and changes are likely. Good dates: 
13, 14, 16 and 19. Lucky numbOm: 
4, 6 and 8 . Favourable diractione: 
North and West. 

M. B. RAMAN 
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does not just clean your 
skin- it has antibacterial and 
antifungal properties too. 
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Now in s 
bigg«r size 

Mnigo Soap made with V. *”**ne55"*^* 
nature's valuable gift 'Necm ^ wrapper, y 
Oil' IS the only toilet soap 
with full herbal and medici- 
nal properties Margo Soap not only cleans, 
it keeps the skin healthy Margo Snap for all 
seasons, all ages. 


Mango 

£oap 


made from pure Neem 
Seed Oil A favourite 
since 1920 


A product of Calcutta Chemical. 


TRAIN YOURSELF IN ELECTRONIC 
ENGINEERINO WITH 
TWO EXPERTS 

Jk AND IREE 

Make your own Transistor with 
^|A tho help of stop-by-slep instruction 

manual framed by IRtt experts. Tho 
course madt by JETKIN6. 
1/ ill the pioneers in manutocturo of 

WuMMD' transistor kits. 

1 for dttailtd bsoklot writt to: 

INSTITUTE 

Southend Road, Batavanogudi. J 
eangalora-S60004^ 
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'''eather hai 






JUST ONE 
HAIRSPRAY 
TAKES CARE OF 
ALL KINDS OF 
HAIRSTYLES 

What good is a beautiful 
hairstyle, if it can't 
stay that way ? 

Long, short or coiffured... 
hairstyles stay naturally 
in place with Poise 
Hairspray. Poise holds 
hair gently, but firmly. I 
Shows up Its gleaming, 
natural highlights. 

Sprays on evenly. 

Brushes clean away. 

No stickiness and 
no flaky particles. 


pose 

HAIRSPRAY 


LET BEAUTY 
GO TO YOUR HEAD 


Merkettd by: Rollio India Ltd. 
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priza rs 30 for the entry given first 


eastern Railway —Statesman (Bullnili 
Chakrabarti, Batanagar) 

KANPUR: A young woman, disap¬ 
pointed by her dark complexion, hang¬ 
ed herself to death in Sarojtni Nagar 
area here. Ramesh Human 23, a newly 
married girl, allegedly committed 
suicide at her parental home in 
Nazirabad. The girl had complaint 
to her mother that her husband dis¬ 
liked her because of the complexion— 
Pioneer (Indira Saxeng, Kanpur) 

NEW DELHI; Shortage of paper 
today (March 10) stalled procc^ings 
in tho court of the metropolitan ma- 


without comment > 


WE never encouraged it /tht| 
Assam blockade). Qn the othe^ 
hand we opposed it. But the Cbh^ 
Minister of West Bengal himself 
has said that it was for a Juit; 
cause—^Mrs Indira Gandhi 

1 AM appealing to the Congress (1) 
leaders in West Bengal who have 
their political axe to grind, not to 
indulge in this movement—dytrti: 
Basu j 

THE leaders of the Left Front see ' 
a>nspiracy behind everything—. 
A jit Panja, West Bengal Pradt^ | 
Congress (h president ' 

MR Jyoti Baisu is very muchi with 
the con.spiracy of goings-<m in the 
north-eastern states — Subrata 
Mukherjee, general secretary of ; 
the West Bengal Piadesh CongreM i 

(I) 1 

AND who is the leader of this j 
niovcmenl? • While the leaders say 1 
Mrs Gandhi is their leader, Mrs ' 
Gandhi lierself speaks against the { 
movement. This is sheer double ' 
dealing and is definitelv not good—^ ’ 
Jyoti BaSu ; 

1 

WE do not think there can be any j 
solution to the Assam problem | 
through this agitation — A.B.A« i 
Ghani Khan, Cboudhury, Union , 
Minister for Energy and Irrigation 

THE Penal Code does not dli-, 
tinguish between the Wind and 
those with eyes—A police offleef 
quoted In New Age after the lathi 
charge on blind processionist! in 
New Delhi 

1HE Moghul empire has come to 
Delhi again. In the Moghul dyaast.v 
every offspring has done the 
parent some damage, one has 
even thrown the father in prison 
to rule himself—^Raj Narain quot¬ 
ed in Indian Express 

ALMOST four months after its 
landslide comeback to power 
Indira Gandhi’s Government otill 
has no economic policy of its own 
—Far Eostern Economic Review 

HAS our Press, out of fear.. §!■ 
ready begun to censor itseu?—■ | 
Rahul Singh in Business Indio 

1 OWE nothing to the Soviets. They | 
didn't give me as much at a pin to 
help In my liberation struggle— 
Robert Mugabe 

RIVALRY among dancers has led 
to an over-emphasis on personal 
publicity... 1 find this the most dis¬ 
tressing feature of today’s dance 
scene — Yaniini Kri.shnamurthi I 
quoted in Contour 


HYDERABAD: A 70-year-old city 
dvocatc was convicted on March 19 
nd sentenced to pay a lino of Re 1 
for breaking a photograph of Mahat- 
pia Gandhi hanging in a couilrooin by 
pelting stones at it. Delivering the 
iiidgincnt tli« scroiid metropolitan 
inagistrate, Mr S. L. S. Ahmed observ¬ 
ed that years ol association in the 
idministration ot justice as a lawyer 
las not taught the accused the first 
csson of obeisance Ip the law. “It 
ooks now ridiculous to send the accu- 
cd to jail. But nevertheless, he 
hould be reminded that at least once 
le was not a gentleman’’, the inagis- 
rate said. According to the prosecu- 
ion, the lawyer. Mr B. G. Keskar, 
ie.spassed into the courthall of the 
iictropolitan sessions judge during 
unch recess on March 28, 1978 and 
ii'uke the photograph of Mahatma 
iandhl. ITie prosecution examined 
leven witnesses, Including the then 
netropulitan sessions Judge, Mr 1. 
lamauarayan Reddy — Imian Express 
Rita Jha, Bombay) 

lYDERABAD: The Army loot one 
f its tanks at Nallapally village in 
ledak district during the recent Lok 
abba elections. Mr Chenna Reddy, 
ihief Minister confirmed In the An- 
■hra Pradesh Assembly that an Army 
fenk left at Nallapally had been itolen. 
pe police had identified the opliwit- 
■e was likely to be arrested soon and 
pe tank recovered — Btoiesmon (Sa- 
rajit Singha. Bankura) 

AMASTIPUR; A cancer apedalist 
^ a police officer are among the 
^ea persona arreated in connexion 
with a traift robbery between Kukta- 
■ur and Hayaghat railway ktationa in 
pe Samaatipur diviaioo of tha North- 


gisiraic, Mr s. a., lanoon. ino magis¬ 
trate in a communication to the 
district and sessions judge said that 
all the 30 cases fixed for the day were 
adjourned because of non-availability 
of stationery. Judicial officersi at the 
New Delhi courts have for the last 
two months been complaining of 
shortage of paper —Times of India 
(S. M. Mehta. Chandigarh) 

BASTl: A businessman, Premchand 
Gupta, of Khalilabad, is reported to 
have died soon after receiving a notice 
from the sales tax office demanding 
payment of Rs 40,000 as tax recently 
— Northern India Patrika (K. M. S. 
Srivastava, Gonda) 

HAMIRPUR: Traffic officers on 

Thursday (March 13) ohallaned 32 
vehicles including those of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Su^ierintendent of Po¬ 
lice and Superintending Engineer 
(Public Works Department) for park¬ 
ing vehicles in the restricted area in 
front of the mini-Secretarlat —Indian 
Express (Aflatoon Desai, Varanasi) 

GWALIOR: Alitogether, aeven per¬ 
sons including a doctor and business¬ 
men, have filed applications for the 
adoption of a male child found here 
recently in a temple. No one had 
offered to adopt a female child found 
in aimllar circumstances seven months 
ago. According to the Additfooal 
District Magistrate, Mr Dhamvir 
Singh, the applications for the adop¬ 
tion of the male infant were being 
processed to find out tho moot desery- 
ing person to take th« child who is 
being looked after bv the staff of 
Kqhiala Raje Hospital Meanwhile, 
in the same hos^tal, walta the aeven- 
month old girl for a parent—Indion 
Express (C L. Gupta, New Delhi) 


a abroad 


WAWA: Citing humanitarian 

Id couipaashmate reasona the Cano- 
Ian Govn^ent haa given Mias 
eelam Kholi, r 22’yearold blind 
dian living in Edmonton (Albma), 
.rmissimi to stay In Canada for a 
The Immigration Minister, Mr 
ibyd Axworthy us said be 


cided to reverse deportation order on 
condition that her family take caro of 
her. Miss Kholi, who has been in 
Canada on a visitor’s permit since 
1977, became the focus of attention 
when her family appealed that depor¬ 
tation to India ivould likely mean dea¬ 
th for ihe blind woman —Statesman 


tion/Ahi ehuMD Mslik 


5 ^ 




safarilite 

BATTERY OPERATED 


I 

vy 


ca!I |53 

An unfailing fiiend in the dark 


pi 



Marketed by: 

60VIMD$ONS ENTERPRISE 

59. Ivergiitin Industnet EstMt 
Matialaim* Bombay-400 011 Pbonc • 


AN EMERGENCY LAMP 

Used in case of sudden 
ELECTRICITY FAILURE, 
Camping ft Travelling. 

Car & Machinery repair etc. 

PEGO patent 
DESIGN NO 141367 

► • STURDY Ef 

^ PORTABLE * 

H • LONG RANGE 

H powerful beam from 

<1 semi sealed large 
metaii^ed reflector 
Hb * SURE-GRIP HANDLE 
that can also work 
as a STAND with lamp 
held at any angle 
« UNBREAKABLE 
Piastre body of 
HH Robust construction 
Bb in beautiful colours 
Wm • NON CORROSIVE 
Plastic body every 
if the batteries leak 
H * SAFE FOR USE 
in mines, collieries 
chemical plants. 

^ reftnerics etc 
• WORKS ON 
3 std sue cells 




MIgd by 

METAL INDIA INDUSTRIES 

3 Safct Naka 6ombav-400 07? 



BRILLIANT’S 
INTEGRATED 
POSTAL TUITION 

ENTRANCEj 
EXANS'BOOSTS 

JL I I A%#ED I 4rMC,PUNE 

#%IbIb WwEI% I CMC.VIIlpNF 

■ A I JNMC.AIIGAI 

INUIA I JtP«tt"''ONO 


HIGHLIGHTS 

OtntoinitKion Swvirf tin Wetltciil Lnile<)rt 
antt then Intiatnip liaim 
OBRNIIANT S flflAW<: IKUSI 

to rfli youf Niieitrr. tiiidn Pie flAodKai 
syNoiius O A ()iii>Mi«i BRiiii q( 3000 
Oiijnciivf type ni(4>LiMins OI’rAr"K« m 
all lypp'i ot Oitt-Ldoni fS<;oys 
Shod Aiisweis Oh| 0 clivt 


AtlMS.iyEWOFlHi 
lAOV HAHQtfliGCHtOClHi 
MAUI ANA AZAD.HiOTlHI 
UCMS. NEWDUHI 
CMC.IUDHIANA 
AFMC.PUNl 
CNIC.VIUQHF 
JNMC.AI IGARH 
JtPMtR l•ONOICHERRy 
MGIMS. WAROHA 
IMS. VARANASI 
ST JOHNS BANCAtOflC 
ANOHHA PRAOfSH 
BIHAR 

HMACHAI PRAOfSH 
MAOMYA PRADfSH 
MANIPUR 
ORISSA 
RAJASTHAN 
UTTAR PRAOtSH 
WEST BfNGAl 


BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 


VOU MAY BANK ON 

BRILLIANT'S 5 WEEK POSTAL COURSE 
FOR IAS PRELIM 1980 

in the Optional Subjects: BOTANY. ZOOIOOY, 
INDIAN HISTORY.ECONOMICS.PSYCHOLOGY. 
PHYSICS.POLITICAL SCIENCE & SOCIOLOGY. 


Also Postal Tu ition f or NT Entrance Exam 1980 
with Brilliant's E^FILCl on Physics 



RANBAXY'S 

A few facts you should know. 


Why not raw Garlic? 


B '- Raw garlic 
cloves have 
to be chew- 
. ed before the 
i'.‘ extract acts 
inside the 
body. But when chewed, 
they leave an unpleasant 
smell. When swallowed, they 
are difficult to digest And :'ie 
extraction is incomplete 


J Whynot 
cooked 
Garlic? 


n cooking, the effective 
medicinal properties 
of garlic are lost. 


Garlic has been well- 
known from earliest 
times for its medicinal 
properties. Medical 
authorities have 
accepted the value of 
,garlic in correcting 
various health problems. 
Garlic can be taken raw 
or cooked or in capsule 
form. But to derive the 
maximum medicinal 
benefits from garlic, it 
should be taken in the 
most effective way. 


VMiy RANBAXY'S ? 

Ranbaxy Laboratories, a trusted name with the medical 
profession, now gives you all the benefits of raw garlic 
—without the smell. Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls contain , 
the pure extract of raw garlic in easy-to-digest, < 

soft gelatin capsules—-the most effective way t 

of deriving the medicinal properties of garlic. * 

RANBAXY'S _ rr 

Help relieve gas and indigestion 
ease heartburn. 

Reduce high cholesterol levels. 

. Help ease disabling joint pains. 

Prevent and control recurring 
coughs and colds. 

Take Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls—everyday | (jlilliLiS I J 

It's a healthy habit. • | i| 


^ two pearls 
> twice daily 
4 ^egularl3 ^ 

fi afLTdi^ i 


The natural way to all-round health. 
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chess 


8p>*«ky (Black) 



Tal (Whtta) to mova 

PoaHton attar Blaek’a 13th moaa 


esUmallhg Whita’s 2Sth mova. He could 
have maintained ttw momentum of his 
counterplay with 23. . . N—H4. 

24. NIN, B a N; a& O—B4IA powerful pin. 
At last White is beginning to re-establish 
control. 

28. . . B-OI; 2«. QR—KBI, K—H2i Tt. 
B—K6, R—07; 28. O-BSI Decisive. Whits 
threatens both mate on B8 and the bishop. 
28... BsR;28.0xB+.0-B3;M.Ok 04, 
KxQ: 31. B—N4, RxONP; 32. RsB-f. 
Resigns. 

MICHAEL STEAIM 


bridge 



THE WINNER of the Bols Brilliancy Prize at 
Lausanne was De Falco, of Italy, for his play 
of this deal against Israel 


Old Rivals 

GAME OF THE MONTH for October is again 
taken from Montreal and features quite a 
battle between the two old soldiers Spassky 
and Tal These two must have fac^ each 
other countless times across ttib chws- 
board in the past 20 years, but 'familiarity 
has bred little contempt Their gamds are; 
still fresh, lively and highly, competitive. 

In this encounter, Tal wins the opening 
struggle most emphatically, but Spassky 
fights back like a wounded lion, finding at 
each stage the move to give his opponent 
the most problems. Under such pressure 
many might let the win slip through their 
fingers it is psychologically not easy to 
maintain control over a winning position 
when the opponent continues to create 
difficulties But Tal's experience sees him 
through No doubt he would have been very 
surprised not to encounter such strong 
resistance from an old rival such as 
Spassky 

White M. Tal Black B Spassky. 

Montreal 1979. King's Indian Defence. 

1. N—KB3. N—KB3; 2. P—QB4, P-KN3; 3. 
N-B3. B-N2; 4. P—K4. P—03; 5. P—04, 
0—0; 6. B—IC2, P—K4; 7. 0—0. PxP; 
Normally in the King's Indian one is not 
■idvised to surrender the centre so early, but 
Spassky has a specific idea in mind. 

8. N X P, R—K1; 9. P—B3. P—B3; And here 
It IS He intends to break with . . . P—04. 
10. K—R1I An excellent waiting move. After 
all these years. Tal can evidently read his 
opponent's mind like a book 
10. . . P—04:11. BPiP. PxP; 12. B—KN5I 
PxP: 13. PxPI The weak KP means little 
compared with White's dynamic pos¬ 
sibilities on the KB file 
13 . . ON—02; (OIAQRAM) 14. N(4>-NSt 
Virtually deciding the game in White's 
favour already. The threat is N —06 followed 
t>y B—QB4 when Black will be trussed up 
like a chicken. Spassky senses the serious¬ 
ness of the situation. 

14. . . R—K4I; 1$. B—KB4, NxkPI; 16. 
B X R. B X B; 17. N X N, O—AS; The point. He 
wins back a piece through the mate threat 
on R7. 

18. P~KR3. OxN; 19.0—N3, l•-a3; Black 
» beginning to co-ordinate his forces and 
threatens to whip up good compensation 
for the sacrifiad exchange. 

B—B4, O—R8; 21. ixP+ 1C—R1; 22. 
R—B3; White's task is still not easy. On 22. 
0R-X1. N-K6 Black will recover his lost 
material. 

22. . . B-«4; 33. M—83, N—K87 Under- 


Dealer, East Game all 


A A 10 6 3 

9 7 

♦ A 9 8 3 
A 8 7 5 3 


A J 5 

V AJ109 6S 

♦ 0 J 7 2 

A 9 

N 

W E 
S 

A K 9 7 

V K O 8 3 

♦ 654 
A A J 10 


A Q 8 4 2 
V 4 2 
♦ K 10 
A K Q 6 4 2 


After a pass by East. South opened One 
Heart arxl finish^ in Four Hearts West led 
A 7 to the Queen and Ace South returned 
the Jack of clubs at trick two When West 
did not cover, the declarer ruffed, drew 
trumps, and played on diamonds. Later he 
led the Jack of spades from dummy and 
East mistakenly played low. Since East had 
passed originally and had turned up witi 
several good cards. South let A J ride and 
made the contract 

Reporting the deal, Phillip Alder implied 
that declarer's play of A J at trick two was a 
far-sighted 'discovery play', designed to 
establish the lie of the club honours But it 
was a natural play lor other reasons. 

I liked just as much another play by De 
Falco. which we saw on Vu-Graph- 


A A K J 

V O 6 3 
♦ K J 8 4 
A K 3 2 


A 8 

VAKJ97S2 

♦ A 6 2 
A A 4 


N 

W E 
S 


AO1096S43 
¥ 10 
♦ 10 9 
A O 9 7 


7 2 

8 4 

0 7 5 3 
J 10 8 6 5 


South played in Four Spiades doubled 
after West had shown a big hand. West ted 
¥ K and switched to a trump Declarer can 
finesse West for ♦ O or can play him tor 
A A X. but De Falco's line was to win the 
second spade with the Queen, lead a 
diamond to the King and return a diamond 
to the 10 and Ace. leaving West on play 
Playing in Four Spades undoubted. 
Nordby, of Norway, in the closed room 
followed exactly the same line Quite a feast 
for the onlookers, as the journalists sayi 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



THE first stamps to have the name 
'Rhodesia' imcorporated in their design 
were issued by the British South Africa 
Company on 11 November 1910 Their 
release coincided with a visit by the Duke of 
Connaught, who had been in South Africa 
for the opening of the first parliament of the 
new union The Rhodesian stamps, finely 
engraved by Waterlow and Sons, portrayed 
King George V and Queen Mary They were 
in 18 values ranging from id to £1 but there 
were so many variations of shade and perfo¬ 
ration that Stanley Gibbons’s catalogue lists 
almost a hundred varieties The El stamp is 
now very scarce in good condition, costing 
at least E400 if mint or £150 if postmarked. 
The stamps are known to collectors as the 
Rhodesian Double Heads'. In 1913 they 
were superseded by an equally long series 
in the normal small format with a portrait of 
King George V in admiral's uniform 




A MEDITERRANEAN conflict of 80 yeers 
ago Is recalled by tins crudely printed stamp 
inscribed in Greek 'Provisional Post - 
Heraklioy 20-paras' In 1896 the Cretans 
rebelled (• ne more against their Turkish 
ruler’- Gr x troops larided on the island to 
suppc e rebels but Greece fared ' idty in 
the er ng war with Turkey The Great 
Powers then intervened to force both 
Ginoks and Turks to withdraw, and Prince 
George of Greece was appointed high com¬ 
missioner In the British zone of occupation, 
centred on Heraklion, stamps were hastily 
pxoduced for use on civilian mail They were 
withdrawn late in 1899, when the firr I issues 
of the new government were ready (or issue. 
The British provisional stamps are now 
scarce and this example realised £95 at a 
recent Phillips auction. 

C. W. HILL 

5r. 
















KADEUVAMP-S 


Here’S 
Amul Milk 

for your 
family 



Pul 2i^ htapad tablespoons of Amul Milk Powder into a 
i-lltre tumbler, Stir into a smooth paste with a little 
warm water. Add hot water up to top and stir. Milk is 
now ready for drinking. Good for use in tea and coffee, 
and for making curds and desserts. Makes you thankful 
for Its convenience. Guaranteed pure. 

Amul 

MILK POWDER 
It's like having 
Q dairy in 
your home 

Marketed by. 

Guiarat Co-opeiative Milk Marketing ‘ VtSf* 
Federation Ltd., Anand. ''♦Vrij* 




The name for a great range 
of steel cupboards 


unrnaicnea construction, unbeatable 
design. In several models. STORWEL 
PLAIN. STORWEL COMPACT, STORWEL 
MINOR. And others. There's enough 
Choice to meet the needs of any home, 
any office. A perfect gift at weddings 
and festivals. Options include 
full-length mirror, extra hanging rods 
and shelves. All this with the additional 
assurance of Godrej quality. 

For additionel security, buy the «. 
Godrej SAFEMYRA? 

All models now available In ready atock. 


Great things come from 









Cancer-detectors 


^ERTAIN requirements need satis- 
^ fying if we are to cure cancer. 
Obviously, we must be able to 
diagnose it, but we must also be 
able to follow its course. This 
makes it necessary to develop sen¬ 
sitive and accurate ways of detec¬ 
ting and monitoring the disease. 
One way this might be done is to 
find substances in the blood which 
are produced exclusively by 
tumours, and then develop means 
of measuring them in very low 
concentrations. Such substances are 
called tumour-markers and an ideal 
one would give a reliable guide to 
the number of living cancer cells 
m a patient. 

A person who has a large tumour 
to have a billion cancer 
cells in his body. Careful physical 
examination of the patient coupled 
With the use of x-rays often fails 
to detect a cancer the size of a 
?nAn would contain about 

1,000 million cancer cells. The best 
tumour^arker now in use makes 
It poMible to detect a tumour smal- 
ler than the size of a pin-head 
containing between 10,OM and 


100,000 cells. This greatly improved 
level of detection can make an im¬ 
portant contribution to diagnosis 
at an early stage of the disease. 

A hormone produced by the 
placenta of pregnant women and 
first identified in 1929 still comes 
closest to being the ideal tumour- 
marker. There is an abnormally 
high amount of this hormone, call¬ 
ed chorionic gonadotrophin, in the 
blood and urine of pregnant wo¬ 
men, but it is almost undetectable 
in other normal people. Its level 
was, however, sometimes found to 
be very high in certain uncommon, 
abnormal pregnancies where the 
‘afterbirth’ or placenta had changed 
into a tumour-like mass resembling 
a cluster of grapes inside the womb. 
This benign tumour is called a 
hydatidiform mole. In five to ten 
per cent of cases they become 
malignant. Cancerous ones, known 
as choriocarcinoma, are fatal if un¬ 
treated. It was found that measur¬ 
ing the chorionic gonadotrophin 
level in the blood or urine of such 
patients provided a reliable guide 
to the state of the disease and its 


response to treatment. The fact 
that this form of cancer is now 
curable m over 95 per cent of cases 
owes a great deal to these measur- 
ments. 

There are many other i^bstances 
in the blood that we can measure 
and use to monitor cancer. Some 
are released by tissues such as bone 
or liver after they have been inva¬ 
ded by the disease. So, if the blood 
is found to contain an unusually 
large amount of an enzyme normal¬ 
ly found in the bones, it suggests 
that the cancer has spread to bone. 
This is obviously very non-specific 
for inflammation following an in¬ 
fection could also , raise the levels 
of enzymes from bone. Occasionally, 
as with acid phosphatase in cancer 
of the prostate, an elevated en^me 
can have special characteristics 
that improve its usefulness as a 
tumour-marker. Antibody-produ¬ 
cing cells that have become can¬ 
cerous may secrete abnormal anti¬ 
bodies. and it is easy to measure 
how much of them there is in the 
blood. They are high at the time of 
diagnosis and fall if the cancer 
responds to treatment. Research is 
now going on to find new tumour- 
markers for common cancers such 
as breast cancer. ■ 
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CHANNA REDDY 
FEELS INSECURE 

DURING the days when Congresi 
(1) m«;n ait over tiie Country were 
complaining of "persecution” at 
tne nancLs of the Janata regime 
Anohra l-radesn was ihe only 
stale wnere Mrs Gandhi’s follow 
ers felt comfortable. Now, ironi¬ 
cally, unoer Mrs Gandhi’s rule, a 
large section of Congress (i) men 
in Anohra are feeling unsafe. The 
innghiing in tne Party has taken 
an ugly turn and Cnief Mlnistei 
Channa Reday, who does not seem 
to enjoy the support of too many 
legislators, has started a campaign 
against the dissident MLAs. Toe 
residences of three ruling Party 
MLAs were subjected to police 
raids in >larch. Tne three leiit)- 
lators are reportedly opposed to 
the Cnief Minister. Tne first 
victim was Janardan Reddy, the 
MLA from Khairatabad constitu¬ 
ency (Hyderabad aty). wnose room 
in the MLA hostel was searcned 
in the second week of March. The 
house of Shiv Lai, who represents 
Karwan constituency, was the next 
target and recently anotner MLA 
from the Hyderabad city area, 
Surendra Rao (Jagtyal constitu¬ 
ency), who is a former Pradesh 
Youth Congi'ess president, was 
subjected to the same treatment. 
The first raid led to a walkout by 
ruling Party MLAs in the Andhra 
Vidhan Sabha in the middle ot 


March, but surprisingly this signi¬ 
ficant event was not mentioned in 
the national dailies in the capital 
and the news agende$ too played 
down the news. 

The campaign against the Chief 
Minister has been stepped up in 
the meantime. Three Union Mi 
nisters from Andhra Pradesh. P. 
V. Narasimba Rao, Shiv Shankar 
and P. Venkatasubbaiah, are back¬ 
ing the dissidents. It may be re¬ 
called that as a Parliamentary 
Board member, Narasimba Rao 
had ensured that Channa Reddy 
had his say regarding the selec¬ 
tion of only three Lok Sabha 
candidates from Andhra Pradesh 
out of a total of 42. A number 
of charges are being levelled 
against the Chief Minister by his 
detractors. The latest relates to 
the inauguration of a market- 
complex near Hyderabad’s race 
course at Malakpa by Chamia 
Reddy on March 17 which was the 
‘Ugadl’ (Teiugu New Year) Day. 
The dissidents allege that the 
State Housing Board had acquired 
the land near tne race course 
with the intention of setting up 
a bousing complex for the poor, 
but Channa Reddy got the plan 
changed and preterred to set up 
a market-complex there instead. 
They allege tnat the snaps in the 
new complex have been allotied to 
escab.isned traders only. What has 
provided more cannon fodder to 
tne dissidents is the fact that the 
Chief Mimster openly ridiculed 



Ganga Reddy, the Minister foi 
Food, Civil Supplies, and Market¬ 
ing, at the inauguration function. 
Channa Reddy is reported to have 
joked about the capabilities of the 
Marketing Minister in the pre¬ 
sence of others. 

What has made matters worse 
fw the Chief Minister is the fact 
that three of his supporters who 
are camping in Delhi (at the time 
of writing) to canvass support for 
him had defected from Mrs 
Gandhi’s Party in the past. Pur- 
shottam Reddy and Sheshglri Rao 
(the Pradesh Youth) Congress tfiUet 
during the Emergeivny) had defect¬ 
ed to the Janata and then to the 
Congres-s (U) before coming back 
to Mrs Gandhi’s fold and Govar- 
dhan Reddy had until recently 
been in the Congress (U). What is 
most interesting is that these 
three were at one time said to 
be close to Vengal Rao, the for¬ 
mer Chief Minister. “Defectors 
are now in the forefront in 
Channa Reddy’s camp’’, say the 
dissidents gleefully. 


A. R. Antulay ( left ) at a Congress (1) Working Committee meeting 
with C. M. Steven and Indira Gandhi 



NEW AlCC CHIEF 

WHO could possibly be the next 
president of th^ All India Congress 
Committee (1)? The names of 
former AlCC president, Sngnkar 
Dayal Sharma, and Mir Quasim are 
being mentioned through the 
grapevine. The AlCC (I) Is at 
present being looked after by 
Abdul Rahman Antulay, the all- 
powerful general secretary of the 
organisation. The extra-constitu¬ 
tional post of secretary-general, 
which was created for Hemvati 
Nandan Bahuguna, has not made 
any impact on the organisation, 
which at present has no properly 
defined division of work between 
the office bearers. Antulay is being 
tipped as the next Chief Minister 
01 Maharashtra and a new list of 
office bearers for the AlCC (D 
presidentship to a (^vemor's post 
Is long overdue. STanjay Gandhi 
may find a prominent position in 
the next secretiu-iat of the AlCC 
(I), it is rumoured. 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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to work well, to work longer* 
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With Orient breeze at your fingertips I 

Guaranteed for two years 
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WILL THE 
OPPOSITION 
RISE 
AGAIN? 


Murphy 8S03. Thu BU*nuw 3-band | 
radio caaautte rucorder with 
oryatal daxity. Tha Murphy 8803 ia 
mcaaed in a tough plaslie cabinet. 

It costa about the same as any oQier 
2-in-l. but with Murphy sound. 

It can switah off autematieally. 

A sleep switch that switches off 
in the amount of time it is adjusted 


microphone can be conveniently 
used for voice and sound 
recordings. The microphone is 
sensitive enough to pi^ up sound 
even from a distance of 10 metres. 
There's a plug for an external 
microphone that can be used to 
reinforce the strength of the 
recording. 



nneliy. tha Mn eaa else be 
used urtttt as extaiMd 



It eaa tape a telaphoae 
eenvenMon. 

You can record a whole telephone 
conversation by using a pick-up coil I 


Listen to the 8503 through its 
built-in loudspeaker or through an 
external loudspeaker; the choice 
is yours. 

The best Imy St Um Ml«e. OWmalu 
er bsliesles, yoeU tatfll to the 
xlelUMss, toae, taxtua Mils tnly 
ptolSaalaaal SMud. 

muMvhum. 

IbuH tovttiMSoiiiid. 
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SUITINGS, SHIRTINGS, DRESS MATERIALS, SAREES. 
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Fabrics from ■the Most Modem Mill TEJCnLK 

There are more than ^ Retail Showrooms throughout the country-one close to you. 
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KUJGK HALCO DRILLS... 


OPEN CAST mm 

KILLICK'HALCO, the pioneers who literatly 'broke 
new ground' in the Irtdian drilling industry, now offer 
you a complete range of the most advanced drills in 
the country—on par with the world's bast I This 
success is in no small measure due to our constant 
research and development, as welt as our technical 
collaboration with the world famed Halifax Tool 
Co. Ltd., U.K. 

Tirice open-cast mining, for instance. Here, our drills 
pOMess an unbeatable record In reliability and 
efficiency They have been used in every possible 
angle and position, at such important mining sites ss' 

I. for Iron Ore 

N.M.D.C.: Salgaocar; Chowgule;Dempo: Timblos; 
Bandekars. (Goa); Tata Iron; Indian Iron; Hindustan 
Steel; Bhilai; Rouikela etc, 

II. for Limo Stono 

ACC; Birla Cement; J.K. Cements; Dalmia 
Cements; Kesram Cements etc. 

III. for Coal 

Eastern Coalfields Ltd. 

Central Coalfields Ltd. 

Western Coalfields Ltd. 

Chasnala Coalfields of IISCO 

West Bokharo Coalfields of TISCO etc. 

IV. Other Mining Applications, such as in 
Hindustan Zinc Ltd. 

Oalmia Magnesite 
Phosphate Mines etc. 

Bharat Aluminium (Bauxite Mines) 

V. Construction Projects 
Kaiinadi Project 
Godavari Project 

Beas 0am Project 
...to name a few. 

Whether it be for open-cast mining, civil engineering 
applications, prospecting or down-the-hole drilling— 
Killick'Halco have the right 'down-the-hole' 
equipment, backed by complete and reliable after- 
aales service. 

For further information why not write to us today? 

Spar» part $ for Drills sre rssdiiy mvsilpblp on rogusstt 
OUR RANGE INCLUDES: 




HALCO 

625 Truck Mounted 
15.2 cms—16.5 cm* 
tfia. drilling 


HALCO 

10.2cms Truck Moun 
-ted Sell contained 
(waterwell and 
prospecting machine. 



HALCO 78 HR 
29 HR on tracks. 


HALCO 400 Trsek 
eomptaie with ' 
compraaaor. 



tWa. diiHteg. 


Sold and serviced by: 


1^ KILLiCK NIXON LTD. 

a X ^ Drilling Division 
— ' I . 31 Muriban Road, BOMBAY 400001 

Branches . Calcutta. New Delhi. 

Ahmedabad. Bangalore. Marmagao, Madras 


Manufactured in India by: ^ 

Killick Halco Ltd. 

in technical collaboration with: 

Halifax Tool Co. Ltd. 

Southowram. Hailfext Yoilts, England, UX 
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AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBUCAMON 


April 13, 1980 


The Janata haa aplit a third tlina, thua finally ridding 
Itaalf of tha moat painful thorn In Ita flaah — tha R8S 
Tha ataga la now aat (or a ooharant raorganlaatfon of 
tha oppoaltlon, ylalding a ganuina aaoular and aoolallat 
altarnatlva to tha Congraaa (I). But will tha laadara 
aink thair paraenal dlfwranoaa? 


Poornima Singh, tha wifa 
of a aanlor Punjab 
polloa offlolal fall to har 
daath from tha baloony 
of a Naw Dalhi building. 

A numbar of CongraaaJI) 
laadara ara Involvad In 
tha oaaa.Ona of tha 
top polltlolana haai avan 
had to raaign from 
Parllamant to apara hla 
party ambarriNmant 


Opiniwt t 

Powar and PolltJoa|Barun Sangt^ IS 


covm STORY 


Can tha oppoaltlon rlaa again ?|Kawal Varma 8 
Bom AgalnlAjoy Boaa 
Convantion eltylSaumItra Banarjaa 
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Pamina haunta PalamauJUrthankar Qhoah and Sajai 
Chakravarty IS 


SUNDAY SPietAL 


JakkM; Portrait of a klllar|0. Y. Qopinath 80 


I'mT'.fro 


RaJandra Jakkal murdarad 
lObpaopla In a aarlat of 
SrIaV klllinga. Hla fathar 
haa diaownad him; hla 
alatar laat aaw him In 1878 
whan ha waa In aolltw 
oonftnamant In Puna. But 
what aort of man waa 
thia, who anjoyad painting 
In aoiltuda, and who waa. 
aooording to hla alatar, a 
vary aanaltiva boyf 



Paimau diatrlet In Bihar la onoa again In tha grip ol 
m Impanding lamina. Daapita tha diatrlet baing 


Mllavaa that thara la nothing to^raai^ worry about 
wwavar, tho foyam tiMt Hw -Buccaastve droughts 
hava wrought on m tniitala ara thara to aaa. 


How did Poornima diaTlAJoy Boaa 34 
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Problem Party 

P us refers to the cover story 
“Withering away of the Janata” 
by Kewal Varnia and the interviews 
with Babuji and Chandrashekhar 
(March 16). As Chandrashekhar says, 
“This Party was never united...” Even 
when it was in power, Morarji Desai 
was powerless; in spite of his bold 
and upright stance, he was unable to 
cope with the problem of individual 
egos. 

B. Vmkateswaran, Goalpara, Assam 

ONE of the main reasons for the 
Janata's success in the 1977 poll was 
that Babuji had joined it. Now that 
Babuji and his men have joined me 
Congress (U) this Party will become 
strong. A Party needs one brave 
leader to succeed, and Babuji fits the 
biU. He could easily solve the Con¬ 
gress (U)’s organisational and other 
problems. He was right in quitting 
the Janata, which was hardly different 
from the RSS. 

Bipul Chandra Khound. Digboi 

IT WAS not any erosion of the Con¬ 
gress’s multi-class base that led to its 
split in 1967. as Kewal Varma savs. 
Those were the days when the Con¬ 
gress was unrivalled, and the people 
at large had only one leader in view 
—Mrs Gandhi. It was the personalitv 
conflict and power struggle within 
the Party that led to its split The 
1980 Congress (I) victory was not a 
result of any wave like the one JP 
bod started. The Janata debacle was 
a typical example of a Party being 
punished for irresponsible govern¬ 
ment. The Janata fooled the people 
for some time with its one-point pro¬ 
gramme, of cnaracter assa-ssinaiion. If 
Mrs Gandhi survived, it was not bC' 
cause . of a “floating vote”. 

K. Rdihika, Madras 


Who heeds nukes? 

N his article “Only nuclear power 
can save India” (Januafy 27, 
1980) Bikash Sinha, with partial sta¬ 
tistical analysis, has highlighted nu¬ 
clear power as the emerging resource 
of the future. The public debate on 
the hazards of operating nuclear ins¬ 
tallations suggests otherwise. No 
doubt the spectre of an energy fa¬ 
mine urges us to search for alterna¬ 
tive sources, but the substitute must 
not only be adefluate and economic, 
but also harmless. In this context wc 
would like to point out a few inter¬ 
esting economic, social and environ¬ 
mental pros and cons of nuclear pow¬ 
er plants. 

The quantity of uranium in the 
world is ertremely small. The techni¬ 
cal processes related with the produc¬ 
tion and purification of fission fuel 
are very expensive, which is why our 
plant at Tarapur remains a futile 
venture. The fact that uranium and 
thorium resources might soon bo 
depleted is a warning against depend¬ 
ing solely on nuclear fission plants. 
What is worse, the major fraction of 
nuclear fuel stocks is reserved for 
bombs, not reactors. Available data 
may show that operating a nuclear 
power plant is much less damag¬ 
ing than most minor wars, 
but the danger of reactor 
acddents within a short time 
should not be judged by mere statis¬ 
tical averages. In fact, it is not the 
nuclear catastrophe so much as its 
origin that is a matter for debate. 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
even now has not succeeded in scien¬ 
tifically estimating the cause of the 
Three Mile Island nuclear reactor ac¬ 
cident. Besides, there have been 
many such accidents which were 
cleverly unpublicised by nuclear 
scientists. Scientists the world over 


Course history 

T'UE articles on th'' \nglo-Iadlan 
* community b.v David and Colin 
McMahon (March 16) made interest¬ 
ing. tnough sad reading to those of 
us concerned. What is happening to 
the communitv would appear to be 
the inevitable historical process tak¬ 
ing place; only this has been greatly 
speeded up bv the mass emigration of 
its members in the last two decades. 

It would be interesting to know 
how the mixed communities of other 
former European colonies have fared. 
But as stratificat'on into castes, com¬ 
munities and what have you are not 
to pronounced or rigid in other coun¬ 
tries at in India, perhaps integration 
ef the mixed population in those 
countries has been somewhat easier. 

To speculate whether the Anglo- 
Indian OQinmunity will be in exis¬ 
tence 100 years from now is rattier 


find it difficult to give any assurance 
about the safe operation of reactors 
ill future, without hazard. The explo¬ 
sion of a fast-breeder reactor, wmeh 
may happen any moment, would be 
very dffiacult to prevent. It is this 
ever-present danger of destruction 
that the Russians and Americans are 
afraid of, not machineguns or tanks. 

Many non-nudeai’ scientists often 
argue that so long as we do not know 
of an idesd way to dispose of nudear 
waste, the efforts to trap nudear en¬ 
ergy are sulddaL The tragedy that 
took place in Southern Urals (USSR) 
shows that the concrete capsule con¬ 
taining radioactive waste is impossi¬ 
ble to destroy, and is corroded by the 
soil of the earth or salty water ol 
the sea. When living beings are e.v 
posed to radiation, cells get mutated 
which leads to genetic imbalance. 
Nobody knows how to tackle the prob¬ 
lems that arise with mutants. 

The mania about nuclear energy 
has prevented research on other sour¬ 
ces of power. Prof A. K. Saha in liis 
presidential address at the Sdenoe 
Congress on February 1, 1980 sug¬ 
gested hydrogen as a fuluic source 
of fuel. He dismissed nuclear energy 
as inconsequential and tull of insur¬ 
mountable hazards. 

Of tbe' three alternatives suggested, 
namely, solar energy, nudear fission 
and nuclear fusion, Mr Sinha has not 
dealt with fusion. In fact, fusion has 
certain advantages over fission in 
many aspects. Products of fusion arc 
not radioactive and hence no fatal 
combination of the surrounding me¬ 
dium is produced. Secondly, fusion 
fuels are. available in plenty in na¬ 
ture, They are not only cheap, but 
almost inexhaustible. Hydrogen and 
its isotope deuterium are the most 
important ingredients in fusion^ 

Dr M. Meyydppan and S. A, Veera- 
pandian, Thanjamir. 


pointless when the future of mankind 
itself is not assured. But Just for 
argument’s sake, one can logically 
assume that as the line of descent is 
through the male, there will be a 
part of the o nimunity in existence 
even if it has lost its recogniflbfl by 
then. One probable development on 
present trends is that with the in¬ 
crease in tbe females marrying out¬ 
side the community and a decrease 
in the r ales marrying, the Anglo- 
Indian t -imunity (as it is currently 
defined) may find itself a minority 
within le mixed population of 
Europ. ail Indian admixture. 

R. M. L. •■/Its, Ca'outta 

I HAD the privilege (tf enjoying very 
intimate contact with a number 
Anglo Indian gentlemen ei^ fanriBea 
of Calcutta. I am convinced that 
they are a community bestowed WltJi 
rare qualities and the city it pooler 
without them In th'-ir 
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cntta Police who retired mniu. 
tbouch they itaked their 'ttvea os 
umpteea occasions for the sake of 
preserving peace and tranquility in 
the city. One might recall Ronnie 
Moore, J. H. Mnrseden and N. 0. 
Knight: Mr Robinson (Jr) is still 
on the force. Funnily, none of these 
illustrious officers ever attended col* 
lege. But their humane approadi, 
professional sincerity, dedication and 
flair as police officers in this trouble* 
ridden metropolis contributed a large 
extent towards civic peace. During 
my long assorlation with Calcutta 
Police for over two decades. I cannot 
recall a single occasion—as when the 
cow elephant “Phoolmala” ran amuck 
in the zoo. the political turmoil of 
1969-72. and the World Table Tennis 
tournament at the Netajl Stadium, to 
mention a few—when Moore was not 
in the forefront of operations. For 
manv major internal administrative 
problems Moore proved to be the only 
remedy. No one can deny that Cal¬ 
cutta’s myriad traffic problems were 
best tackled by N. 0. Knight, popular 
as “Ossie”. In. every arena, be It 
revelry dnriim Christmas, New Year’s 
eve, Durga Puja or fighting danger- 


c. all their good wodk. love and service 
a for Ca^tta went unrewarded. . 
f In 181^ when Jack Henry Marse- 
n den was preparing to mi^te to Aus- 
B tralia, a few other colleagues and I 
». requested him to diahge his mind, 
il He very sadly said that though he 

e was hern and brought up in this city. 

I* be was seen as an alien, 

i, Arm Smgupta, Calcutta 


OFTEN an Anglo Indian is looked 
down upon not for his mixed parent¬ 
age or western life-style, but for 
other reasons. For instance, one 
conid not help admiring the Anglo 
Indian pupils in sdiool for timir 
smartness and skill in basketball 
courts and on dance floors, but their 
conduct was sometimes shocking. 
They set themselves apart from 
members of most other communities. 
Veiy often in their company 1 had to 
be apologetic for being an Indian, 
and a Bengali at that. Most of them 
in sdiool were fond of identifying 
themselves with a “superior" breed, 
and disowning their Indianness. , 

I believe if Anglo Indian qiales had 
tried bard enough, they could have 
found suitable employmient in India, 


whehe they exa^^ 
with open arms. Nonethal^w. in 
spite of their angularities, the Anglo 
Indians are one of Calcutta's most 
colourful communities; with their 
migration. I am, like many othera 
missing them. 

Mnnjtra Majumdat, Calcutta 

HAVING grown up in Central Cel- 
cutta among a large number of Anglo- 
Indians, I nave 'found them quite 
friendly and sociable as neighbours— 
more friendly than members of mv. 
own community. 

Aiabinda Bose, Calcutta 

WHILE your article on the Anglo 
Indians speaks about their agony and 
distress, the photographs do not. 

V. V. Subramanian, New Delhi 

MR McMAHON dug into the roots of 
the Anglo Indian tree, and tried to 
separate the community’s female and* 
male lineage. Till now. no community 
has had any female lineage. Mr MC 
Mahon does one better by teveaUag 
it Moreover, he wants the female 
lineage insured—strictly below (he 
waist at that 

B. Papa Shankar, Bangalord 


Humour wit large 

M J. AKBAR'S Notes (March 16) 
• referring to that well-known 
British asset—^wit—reminds me of a 
character with a soapbox at^-f&de 
Park’s Speakers’ (Corner in London, 
Every speaker there carried his own 
soapbox in those days—the swinging 
Sixties, when permissive Britdhs 
watched skirts with rising hemlines, 
and had "chips” with everything, in¬ 
cluding fish and sex. They called 
him George. Sundays on end, he 
would give the same speech at Hyde 
Park, over and again. His audience, 
faithful as it was. never let him, 
change his words, and very often 
finished his sentences for him. During 
the last world war, when London was 
bombed, George decided to join the 
Navy, “to beat the hell of the enemy”. 
But, as he put it, the “doctor at Uie 
naval inodical board wouldn’t have me 
because 1 had bad teeth”. To this his 
reply was: “Doc. 1 am going to fight 
the enemy, not eat them.” 

G. V. Krishnan, New Delhi 

I WAS surprised at Mr Akbaris jaun- 
niccd appraisal of London. Just like 
the European visitor in Calcutta who 
stands outside the Oberoi Grand and 
geU what he wants, Mr Akbar sought 
out the sex riiops, nude, shows and 
Arabs on his London trip, and got 
them. Yet he is convinced that the 
only reason why every white spat 
venom at him is because of the colour 
of his skin. 

I hold no brief for the batted 
against raloured peop% L-Ini’one/ 
am shocked at LeQdOiuV 
dards, wht^ 

However, as s| if^nt 
at Oxford University. I have 
portunily to visit Lobfimi. 


1 am inspired and stimulated, as 
never before, by its libraries, mu¬ 
seums, theatres and music. In spite 
of my sari and colour, I have been 
welcomed into the homes of many- 
Labour and Tory supporters affice, 
who treat me without prejudice. At¬ 
tacks on Asians here are certaiidy 
not as brutal or frequent as the atro¬ 
cities on barijans which SUNDAY so 
vividly reports, week after. Week. The 
integration of coloured ‘ people in 
Britain is making far more progress 
than those of “foreigners” in Assam. 
In fact, the outcry against immigrants 
in London Is very similar to the situa¬ 
tion. obtaining in Meghalaya, where 
fairskinned Khasis arc making things 
difficult for darkskioned Bengalis. 
The question is economical. In the 
UK, certain categories of jobs are the 
virtual monopoly of coloured people. 

Mr Akbar’s depression in London 
is either due to his unwillingness to 
sample what the city has to offer, or 
his inability to look for features other 
than those he has written about. 
Sreosht Falchoudhuri, Oxford, UK. 

THAT necessity could drive the 
British to any length is proved by 
the fact that they have a "flexible” 
constitution. As regards Mr Akbar’s 
reference to London as “one of the 
world's most depressing cities”, 1 am 
indiiied to ame. But here’s the 
other side of the story: a few years 
bade an English boxwallah, on the 
eve of his departure from India to 
spend the rest of his days at Surrey, 
married a tribal girl, after converting 
her to Christianity. Asked vdiy 
he took such an unearthly decision, 
the foreigner replied: “Well, my 35 
years’ stay In India has shown me 
that even on im empty stomach, the 

r ian Imssy obeys her hubby/*' 
lit Bavik, Uammff, Assam 


Red shorts 

itTPHE Maharajah’s puppeteers”, 
A in “Living” (Mardi 16) made in¬ 
teresting reading. But your descrip¬ 
tion of the hoarding "on Adiaryg 
Kripalani and Krishna Menon” Is in¬ 
correct. Firstly, both were not wea^. 
Ing “red"—only Krishna Menon waa 
Secondly, they were not sporting 
underwear but shorts. Thirdly, they 
. were not “competing against one no- 
•other in a beauty contest”, as you 
suggested, but an electioa from the 
North Bombay Parliamentary consti- 
tuenor. 

Saraswafhi Krishnan, Now DeBit 

Proof, please 

I N “An opposition divided’’ (Mardi 
16) Banin Sengupta writes: “The 
major Left force of the country, the 
CPI(M), though trying to put up n 
bold face against Mrs Gandhi and 
advocating a resolute united fight 
against her, is also trying to hoy 
peace with her secretly. Two of their 
poHtbureau members have met some 

t ersons dose to Mrs Gandhi and 
anjay separately sinoe the Ldt 
Sabha polls and have pleaded peace¬ 
ful coexistence.” The CPI(M)‘s stand 
for peaceful coextstenoe With the 
Coagress(I) is based on sound prin¬ 
ciples, and is not a secret. Mr E. M, 
S, Namboodiripad has already made 
a statement justifying the stand. But 
Uie allegation that two poUtbureau 
members have met Sanjay GandM's 
dose men “secretly*’ Is false. It Is 
only an abortive attempt to malign 
the CPKM)^ Mr Sengupta 
should suDstantiate his aUegation. 
BOindeif Mohanty, Cuttack 
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WINffhe 

opposition 

rise again? 


By KEWAL VARMA 




T he Jaaatai «difloe lies In 
ruin. But can some of the 
debris be gathered again 
and a new edifice built ? 
iHoiMifuliv. a process has 
begun. The original Janata was 
»ut into five Parties, Babuji's Janata, 
Cbandrasbekhar's Janata, R S S’s 
Janata, known as the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Charan S.ngh’s 
‘ Janata, known as the Lok Dai. 
and Raj Narain’s .Janata. On 
the day >of writing this piece, 
at least one of these Janatas 
as ■ 

has merged with the Coagress(U). 
This is only a small beginning of a 
new chapter in Indian politics. If 
its significance has not been properly 
appreciated it is because the Janata*s 
experience has been so disgusting 
that most of the well-wishers of the 
opposition have lost hope of anything 
good emerging. Moreover, one small 
step forward was followed by two 
steps backward. Charan Singh threa¬ 
tened to snap ties with his former 
electoral allies, CPI and CPI(M), 
since he thinks there is nothing in 
common between Communists and 
kisans. 

There are now six opposition group¬ 
ings, four offspring of the Janatas 
mentioned above, the Congress (Uj 
and Cummunlsis. Notwithstanding' 
the motivated and sensational dis¬ 
closure by comrade Promode Das 
Gupta of Russian and Eost German 
diplomats telling him 40 make up 
with the CPI, both the Communist 
Pgrtiei will swim or sink together lu 
the present phase. The potentialities 
of the two -Communist Parties coming 















lies tbe opportunity fdr the Couuiia* 
nists. la the imiaediete conteitt. the 
two Communist Parties, whidi are 
now acting in coordination can play 
an important role in building the new 
political edifice. Chaudhury Charan 
Singh’s efforts to ostracize Cornmu* 
nists will n^t succeed. 

The oddest group among the oppo¬ 
sition is the Bhartiya Janata Party, 
which in effect is a front organisa¬ 
tion of the RSS. . The experience of 
the last three years has shown that 
the RSS cannot be a part of the 
national mainstream in normal times. 
Charart Singh can perhaps be accused 
of raking up the RSS issue to cover 
up his personal ambitions. But then 
Jagjivan Ram broke away on the 
same RSS issue.- He was followed by 
Chandrashekhar, former Congress¬ 
men, except Morarji Dcsai and even 
the Swatantraitc Pilou Mody. The 
Jana Sangh leaders, Atal Bchari Vaj¬ 
payee and L. K. Advani. did make 
feeble efforts to solve the RSS issue. 
But the Nagpur high command made 
short work of these efforts. The RSS 
leadership backed out of its promise 
to pass a resolution barring legisla¬ 
tors from participating in it's dav-to- 
day activities. The RSS started in¬ 
volving itself more and more in poli¬ 
tics. A case in point is its role in 
the Assam agitation. Vajpayee and 
Advani, lacking the courage of con¬ 
viction and dependent as they are 
on the power base of the RSS. ulti¬ 
mately fell in line with Nagpur. In 
his presidential address at the,- in¬ 
augural convention of the new Party, 
Vajpayee did not defend the RSS. 
But later at a public rally, RSS sar- 
karyavah Prof. Rujendra Singh and 
Bhanrao Dcoras, younger brother of 
RSS chief Balasaheb Dcoras, came 
and occupied front row seats in the 
audience. Seeing them. Vajpa.vec 
spent exactly 30 minutes of his speech 
defending the RSS. 


without snapping its umbilical cord 
with the RSS, the Jana Sangh leader¬ 
ship has been making frantic efforts 
to brcdK Its puiiiicdi isolation. Orga 
niser, the mouthpiece of the RSS 
editorialised that there was much 
in common between the Jana Sangh 
^and Charan Singh because the former 
mad an RSS background and the lat¬ 
ter an Arya Samaj background. Then 
(When they saw Charan Singh’s slate- 
fment against Communists on the 
agency teleprinter machines, the 
leadership of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party, without waiting for any clari- 
ncation rushed in with a statement 
acclaiming the Chaudhury’s • stand. 
HowevCT hard the Jana Sangh 
leaKrship may try, it will nat be able 
to break its political isolation in the 
wrrent phase. None of Charan 
Singh s lieutenants will support his 
leader if he ever tries to come to 
terms with the Jana Sangh. There 
are many wcll-mcaaing people Who 
are unhappy with the isolation of the 
Hss among the opposition ranks. 

fcel that this tounity helps 
Mrs Gandhi. Perhaps; in the ntxrt 
fun. it docs. But It is time to ukc 
A meoium-tecm view. So long as the 
«ss is a put of the fnaih oppositiop, 
is?. ®*nw‘Hfeis eh bloc will remain 
>wth GanttbVilftd^ long as'the 



^ATTiftiNifr RflH 


imnoritios are with Mrs Gamittu, jho 
U invincible In eiectbral pottti(% 

Prom anmng the remaining groups. 
Ra| Narain’s. Party can be written m. 
It IS of no conseeuenoe. Hanumen 
can only play second fiddle which he 
has been doing all bis life. First for 
Dr Lohia and later for Charan Singh. 
The three remaining Parties. Charan 
Singh’s Lok Dgl. Chandrashekhar’a 
Janata and the Congress (li), are 
engaged in behind-the-scenes talks 
to put up a common front together 
with the Communists in the coming 
Assembly elections. There are in¬ 
deed many hurdles. Tho Parliament¬ 
ary elections have shown that Charan 
Singh is tbe tallest personality among 
the opposition. He is rigid, unima¬ 
ginative , unaccoramodative. Rut 
people around him are nell-bent to 
get the throe Parties together. Thejs 
are likely to get round the Chau¬ 
dhury. 

So far as the Congress (U) is con¬ 
cerned, what is Jagjivan Ram’s influ¬ 
ence in it? He was cut down to size 
in the last Parliameirtary elections. 
Subsequently be lost further in the 
game of power politics by the man¬ 
ner in which he left the Janata Party 
and formed his own Party and later 
joined the Congress(U). Jagjivan 
Ram would certaii ly not like to have 
any truck with Charan Singh. But 
his views could be ignored by the 
Congress (U). In the porsonality- 
oriented politics of today, Jagjivan 
Ram, however, could be of use. He 
can even now squeeze four to five 
per oent votes. But he will lose his 
effectiveness if there is an adjust¬ 
ment between his Party and Charan 
Singh’s. This is because of the in¬ 
compatibility of the social support 
base of Jagjivan Ram, chamars, with 
the support base ot Charan Singh. 
As for Charan Singh’.s Janata, only 
the Ram Dhan-Krishaii Kant group 
may be imposed to a link-up with 
Jagjivan Ram. Most of the Congress 
(0) people and cx-PSP .socialists sup¬ 
port the move to team up with Charan 

The prospects of u non-Jana Sangh 
opposition coming together are quite 
bright even in the short run. Taking 
a little longer term view, there 
is a political vacuum in the country. 
Mrs Gandhi’s Congress will be slidiiig 
to a centrist or right-of-centre posi¬ 
tion. There is a crying need for a 
broad left-of-ccntrc Party. The Com- 
muni.st Parties cannot exactly fulfil 
this role. The current churning up 
of the opposition Parties can throw 
up a nucleus for such a Party. The 
vyholc range of middle-aged leaders 
like Chandrashekhar. Oevaraj Urs, 
Madhu Lima.ye, George Fernandes 
and Chandrajit Yadav arc broadl.v on 
the same wavelength. If they come 
together and show perseverance, they 
can attract even persons like H. Nl. 
Bahuguna, Atal Bchari Vajpa.yee and 
L, K. Advani. They will have to 
fight a tough battle with the older 
leaders, most particularly Charan 
Singh. The'politics of opportunism 
has Iwen thorouijhiy discredited. 
There is a need to give politics a prin¬ 
cipled thrust and reorient it around 
social groups and classes. It is to be* 
seen whether the middle-aged leaders 
will rise to the occasion or not. 
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Born again 


Former Jana Sanghis are in a revivaiiat mood, 
aaya AJOY BOSE 



" I HE metal lamp which 
adorns the living room of 
Jana Sangh strongman 
Sundar Singh Bhandari’s 
_111 Asbolut Road resi¬ 
dence, has been polished and moved 
right below the portrait of the Sangh 
founding father Di- Shyama Prosed 
Mukherjee. The' lamp, election sym¬ 
bol of the old Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
had been gifted to Bhandari when 
the Party had decided to merge with 
the Janata, and had ever since em¬ 
bellished his living room which ser¬ 
ved as the private Sangh headquar¬ 
ters. It was before this lamp that the 
men of the erstwhile Jana Sangh dis¬ 
cussed their secret strategy during 
the Janata years. 

At last, the veil of secrecy can be 
torn off now. The metal lamp can be 
restored to its rightful place. The 
11 Ashoka Hoad residence can now 
publicly be declared as the Party 
office. And the rebirth of the Bhara¬ 
tiya Jana Sangh, although now called 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, can be 
ufRcialiy announced. Entering the RSS 
cadre-manned national convention 
which the Jana Sangh organised on 
April 5 to announce a new Party, Mr 
L. K. Advani was heard to remark, 
“ob lagti hai apna party (Now it 
looks like our own Party)’’ Mr Advani 
wa; no doubt echoing the same 
feeling of all old members of the 
Sangh. 

Ihe national convention, ostensibly 
of the 'real Janata Party’ but actually 
that of the Jana Sangh, seemed like 
an old boys’ reunion. 

The rebirth of the Jana Sangh was 
inevitable from the day prominent 
leaders like L. K. Advani and Atal 
Bebari Vajpayee were abused and 
threatened by angry Sangh workers 
in Sundar Singh Bhandari’s place in 
February for their ambivalent atti- 
10 


tudo towards the RSS. The tone of 
the workers’ oomplaktts and the' 
mood of the meetihg that day had 
clearly indicated that, for the rank 
and tile, staying on in the Janata 
Party had become an unneceosory 
farce. 

The leaders were, however, badly 
split over whether to remain In the 
Janata or not. Some hardcore RSS 
supporters like Sundar Slnj^ Bhan¬ 
dari and Kushabbao IhaKre had 
made up their minds just after the 
mid-term poll results that there was 
not much point in staying on in the 
Janata. There were others like Na- 
naji Deshmukh who did not mind 
staying on in the Janata if the dual 
membership issue was not brought 
up. The softllners like h. K. Advani 
and Vajpayee were however keen to 
solve the dual membership issue and 
stay on in the Janata, free from any 
loyalties to the RSS. But this proved 
to be an impossible task. When other 
members of the Janata parliamentary 
board insisted on bringing up the 
dual membership issue, Advani had 
repeatedly requested the RSS high- 
command to make a statement absol¬ 
ving the Jana Sangh leadership of 
having any truck with the RSS. There 
viras a time when Balasaheb Dewas 
himself was in two minds whether 
•he should actually take this step or 
not. But hawks like Rajendra Singh 
and the sharp disaffection expressed 
by the rank and file at the Nagpur 
Pratinidhi Sabha forced BalasMeb 
Deoras to take a tough line. 

After the RSS high command tur¬ 
ned his request down. Advani tur¬ 
ned to Morarji Desai to find a s^u- 
lion. Mr Desai, having forgotten his 
old pledim of retirement from poli¬ 
tics, was very keen to take a front 
seal in the Party’s unities and 
made desperate efforts to rppe in 


support for the Sangh iMdSrt. But 
Morarji Daaai waa never « peitictt' 
larly good lobbyist ai^ could not 
convince even his own (Congress (0) 
biodt to vote unitedly for Ills fo^ 
mula. Even sodailsta like Madhu 
Dandavete, who had earUer critid- 
sed Bami JagjWan Ram Tor raising 
the duel membersbis issue, took 
the side of Gbandrashekhsr, thus 
defeating the Sangh in the national 
executive vote. 

While thia came aa a defeat for 
people like Advani and Vajpayee, 
many in the Sangh were secretly ha¬ 
ppy that tile group could now find its 
old moorings again. More than 80 
per cent of the Sangh rank and file 
believe firmly in the RSS credo end 
the escape fnm the JAata strait- 
jacket must be a welcome develop¬ 
ment for them. According to them, 
the Jana Sangh had lost out in the 
three years they were with the Ja¬ 
nata. Their da.y-to-day activities bad 
suffered and most of their units 
had become paralysed. Because of 
the constant attack on commune- 
lism and the RSS, the Sangh workers 
had also lost much aedibiiity in 
his traditional pockets of support. 
The wwkers, therefore, feel that 
the tasks of the. new Party should 
be to go back to the old Sangh 
ideology and reactivate the field units. 
This attitude is reflected by leaders 
like Sundar Singh Bhandari, Nanaji 
Deshmukh and Kushabhao Thakre. 

There Is, however, a different 
viewpoint held by leaders like Ad¬ 
vani and Vajpayee. Since their asso¬ 
ciation with the Janata Party and 
because of ..their individual tempera¬ 
ments, they feel that if the new 
Party hoped to become a national 
Party they would have to move be¬ 
yond the old Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
ideology. Both feel that the support 
of non-Jana Sangh opposition groups 
is also very necessary. 

This dichotomy in the new Party 
was apparent during the natkmal 
convention. Although the delegates 
who attended the convention were 
overwhelmingly the old RSS guard 
and the speeches which drew maxi¬ 
mum respmue were those that call¬ 
ed for the rebirth of the Sangh, 
much care was taken to try and 
project an image of a broad-based 
Party. Portraits of Jayaprakash Na- 
rayan and Mahatma Gandhi were 
prominently displayed beside that 
of Decndayal Upodhyaya. A large 
number of speakers were abo Mus¬ 
lims, the most prominent among 
them bcinff former Housing Mini¬ 
ster Sikander Bakbt. The appoint¬ 
ment of Vajpayee as president and 
Advani as general secretary as well 
Us the inclusioa of some non-Jana 
Sangh leaders like Jcthmidani and 
Shanti Bhushan, also tries to mn- 
iect the image of a liberal broad- 
based Party. * 

nils image is, however, quite 
clearly skin deep for the real con¬ 
trol of the ParW would lie in the 
hands of men like Sundar Singh 
Bhandari and Nanaji . Deshmukh 
who, although relatively in the back¬ 
ground, actually reflect the aspira¬ 
tions of the SanA workers. 






SAUMITRA BANERJEE was on the trail 


[2 


illTHIN a period of one 
week, starting from 
Mardi 30, Delhi witnes¬ 
sed three political conven- 

_____itions, representing differ* 

ent shades of poUtical oinnion. At 
one extreme was Babu Jagjivan Ram's 
convention which, to say the least, 
was bstentatious and. at the other 
was the organised—and well aittend* 
ed—Jana Sangh convention. 

The first to get off the ground 
was Babuji’s two^lay meet. Massive 
preparations had been made and 
a big gathering w«a anticipated. 
Accordingly, arrftngements Ind 
-been made to accommodate JS.000 
people. Unfortunately, for Bsbaji, 
the crowd he surveyed, perche#cfn ms 
red and gold chair, could not have 
added up to more than 400^ and the 
rest of the pandal looked deserted. 
Not that any efforts had been spared 
to bring in the people!- Rows of 
buses stood outside the pandal and 
Harijans from all over Delhi had been 
rounded up, with promises of food 
and money, to attend the convention. 
On March 30, when Babuji reached 
the Feroze Shah Kotla ground, the 
venue, half an hour late at 10.30 a.m. 
he found that the attendance was thin 
and decided to return to the dais 
later. But even when he reap^ared 
at 11.40 a.m. he found the attendance 
no better. 

The red and gold velvet chair itself 
stood out as a sore thumb ag^nst the 
backdrop of paintings of Ambedkar. 
Gandhi and Maulana Azad as a 8.ym- 
bol of the money spent for the con¬ 
vention. While Babuji sat on the 
chair, flocked around him were Raj 
Mangal Pandey, Jung Bahadur Singh, 
Arjun Singh Dhaduria, D. N. Tiwari 
on the dais who spoke for a couple 
of minutes each and the contents of 
tncir speeches were limited to praise 
for Babuji. 

At 6.00 p.in. sharp, Babu Jagjivan 
Ram got up to speak. “Mrs Gandhi’s 
individual authoritarianism and the 
j{j®l*ljRjpnalised authoritarianism of 
*"f.RSS are equally dangerous", he 
f j P«opie who had gather¬ 

ed there promptly started clapping. 
But he did not stop short at that. He 
went on to criticise the RSS for its 
r®'® during the elections and said 
/ri**^*"j elections the Cong- 
* secret 

understanding, that even the Gujarat 
Janata leader. Babubhai* Patel, ad¬ 
mitted this and that later, after the 
elections Balasaheb Deoras had 
offered all cooperation to Mrs Gandhi. 
Faradoxically. when one of the spea- 
TuJf A* the convention had attacked 
Mrs Gandhi. B.ibuji had said, «No 
names should be mentioned”. But id 
?wn speert be touched on ffrtual- 
problems faciag the country 
^ 1 - turmoil in Assam, pever^. 
riring prices, the law wd ordw. aitttg/- 
and the crjsls In AJibi 
t*n*r^ind.said that Mn Caadht" 
not he able to j«ilve them, ■ 


Slmdficantly, a resolution on orga¬ 
nisational nutters adopted at the con¬ 
vention authorised Jagjivan Ram to 
"work for and take whatever steps 
necessary for brining together the 
people throughout the country who 
draw inspiration from the values and 
principles of. the Congress culture 
evolvM during the freedom struggle 
and all others who are dedicated to 
the ideals of secularism and demo¬ 
cracy so aa to build up a political 
capahility to effectively dieck and 
counter the undemocratic tendindes 
pf authoritarianism and the forces 
whidi encourage communal and caste 
confrontations”. This was a dear sign 
that Bahuji’s Janata Party would 
merge with the Congress (U). At 
'the convention the formation of the 
Janata (J) was formalised, and Babuji 
was elected its president. 


T 


HE Janata (S) convention 
followed dose on the 
heels of Babuji’s conven¬ 
tion, on March 3. the day 
__ alter Raj Narain was ex¬ 
pelled. from the Lok DaL It was 
esaentially a small gathering and had 
all the makings of a Jamboree. Peo¬ 
ple walked in and out while the dele¬ 
gates carried on with their speeches. 


8. N. Mishra and George Fernandes 
.would join him sooner or later and 
a leader is one who resigns at the 
right time and does not hang around' 

r hen he is not wanted. 

Everytime someone either arrived 
late or left during his speech, ha 
would stop short and remark: “A/tp 
bora late aaye hoin/' (you are vCry. 
•ate), or “Rahan jaa rahen hoi? 
baitkiye'' (where are you going? Sit 
down). For a time there would he 
absolute silence and all ^es would 
turn to the person whom Raj Naralu 
was addressing. The person in ques* 
tion would shuffle uncomfortably, 
to avoid the attention and sit down 
On the question of whether Hk 
lanata(S) symbol should be given ta 
the Lok Dal, Raj Narain was at Ida 
best He asked the gathering in front 
of him. ‘ Kyu hum lag apni Janata 
(S) ki symbol Charon Singh W' 
dengey? (Shall we give our Janata 
(S) aymbol to Charan Singh ?)” The 
reply was spontaneous: "Nahi". That 
decided the issue. Came lunditliao 
and Raj Narain was seen dttiug 
among a group of journaBsta in the 
middle of the lawn and eating puria 
and sabji. The scene could very well 
have passed off as that of a picnic. 
And many could have missed the 
point that the convention was called 
primarily to launch the new Party. 

At the convention Raj Narain was 
made the chairman or the Janata 




(S(!cular), and he added that the Lok 
Oal was the offshoot of the Janata 
(S) and not vio-. versa. Bholanath 
Singh was appointed general secre¬ 
tary. 

STRIVE to fulfil the a»- 
pirations of JP”, reads 
the banner at the convei- 
tion of the Jana Sangp 
constituent of the Janata 
Party, held on March 5-6. But from 
the delegates who had gathered there, 
it was evident that it was back to 
the old Jana Sangh days. Just out¬ 
side ^e pandal RSS literature was. 
btjine sold Golw.' Ikar's IVe and Our 
gtudestn Organiser and Panchjanya. 
Even ins'de, next to pictures of JP 
and Gandhi was a picture of Deen- 
dayal Upadhyaya. The day before 
the convention began, I.. K. Advani 
at a Press conference had declared, 
"I am proud of my RSS connections". 

But the speakers tried to portray 
a different picture, which was itself 
contradictory. Ram Jcthmalani and 
Shanti Bhushan said that though they 
were not part of the RSS and the 
Jana Sangh they believed that this 
was the only constituent of the Janata. 
Parly (they would call it the next 
day the Uhartiyu Janata Party) that 
would be able to solve th;: problems 
of the people. 

A resolution adopted that day 
reads: "(The Janata Party) reite¬ 
rates the convention's commitment tc 
the basic ideals for which Jayaprakash 
Narayan had launched the Party and 
requests all Parly mcaibcrs to rededi- 
cate themselves to the cause and to 
forge an appropriate instrument for 
the achievement of that great pur¬ 
pose”. But the next day, at the Ram- 
lila grounds where the Bhartiya Jana¬ 
ta Party was born, it was clear that 
even the Party’s announced adher¬ 
ence to JP's ideas were not looked 
upon favourably by a section of the 
delegates. A number of delegates, 
mostly from Maharashtra, Delhi and 
Madhya Pradesh expressed their dis¬ 
appointment at this announcement. 
Again a lari^ number of delegates 
were disappointed that the Party was 
not called the Jana Sangh but the 
Bhartiya Janata Party. Some of those 
who had sent in their suggestions for 
the Party’s name, symbol and flag 
had mentioned Bhartiya Jana Sangh 
as the name of the Party, the tamp 
as the symbol and a saffron flag. 
As a matter of fact when the seven- 
member committee .vnt up to decide 
the symbol and the flag decided on 
saffron and green as the colour of 
the flag, some delegates shouted that 
the flag should be saffron all over. 

Again all speakers praised the RSS. 
its discipline, patriotism and perfor¬ 
mance in the field of .social work. 
The mood of the delegates was aptly 
summed up by a woman delegate 
from Maharashtra who described how 
^e was feeling after “suffering three 
years of continued suffocation in the 
Janata Party”. At the conventibn 
Atal Behari Vajpayee was elected 
the President of the Bhartiya Janata 
Party. But it is felt that the Party 
may soon its name. It might 

M«»H ber< ,. 'a ' .r- Sangh 

clUiva . ; tX. »• 



"They were 
afraid of us" 


L.K.Advani tells AJOY BOSE why the Janata broke up 




Would you describe the 
Jana Sangh constituent 
splitting from the Janata 
Parly and farming a new 
Parly as the rebirth of 
the old Bharatiya Jana Sangh 1 
A: No. The old Jana Sangh Party 
was an ideological Party. Tne basis 
of the new Party will still be the 
real concept behind the Janata Parly 
as it was envisaged by Jayaprakash 
Narayan. And this concept was an 
aggregative one based on a con- 


ocnsu-s. 

Q : But the aggregative nature of 
the Janata Party was essential be¬ 
cause there were four different 
polrttcal Parlies which sought to 
merge their identities into one Parly. 
Now. the Jana Sangh is overwhelm- 
ingly predominant m the new Parly. 
How can it sltll be like the old 
Janata Party ? 

A: The first objective ol the 
Janata Party had been to fight autho¬ 
ritarianism. Tnat it did after it won 
in the March, W7 elections. Tho 
second objective was to be a national 
alternative to the Congress. Tbo 
endeavour of our new Party is 
still the same, and such a national 
Party can be built up only through 
an aggregative consensus and not 
through a single ideological group. 

Q: Jn spile of the Jana Sangh 
being so overwhelmingly predomi¬ 
nant ? 

A: Without meaning to be arro¬ 
gant, 1 would like to point out that 
we were also predominant in the old 
Janata Party. It’s just that we 
chose to be polite and restrained, 
ourselves. 

Q; How do you then explain that 
the Janata Parly has split thrice m 
less than a year and every time on 
the issue of the relationship between 
the Jam Sangh and the RSS? 

A; It's just because we were so 



strong. 1 asked George (Fernandes) 
many times why this RSS issue came 
up again and again. And he said 
it wasn’t the RSS but the Jana 
Sangh that was the issue. You see 
these people were publicly concern 
ed only about the RSS connection 
but privately what theyv were actu¬ 
ally worried about was the Jana 
Sangh. 

Q: Why do you thMc they^ were 
worried so much? Why is it that 
the Janata had split again and 
again till you were left with only the 
former Jam Sangh constituent ? 

A: I told you before, they wen- 
afraid of us because we were so 
strong. We had to constantly exer¬ 
cise restraint. We had to tell all our 
units not to be active. For, if there 
was any activity by workers, it would 
be construed by these groups as a 
show of strength. Our units were 
paralysed. There was no activity. 
For any activity would show the 
strength of the RSS. 

.' There was a lot of crUicism 
of you and other leaders of the Jana 
Sangh constituent by yom- workers 
that you had tried to dilute their 
ideology and were apologetic about 
your relationship with the RSS. 

A : Yes, there was criticism. But 
I don’t think what we did was wrong. 
Uur political opponents attacked us 
by creating a bogey. It wc did not 
restrain our workers, they would 
have a plausible reason to attack 
us. 

Q: Coming to the ‘ question of 
your relationship with the RSS, you 
had earlier said that the new Party 
would try to be the national alter¬ 
native to Mrs Gandhis Cmgress. 
How will you reconcile this position 
with recent statements by RSS chief 
Bakisaheb Deoras about giving sup¬ 
port to Mrs Gandhi ? 

A: This is tho trouble. Why 
doesn’t SUNDAY bother to publish 
the true statements of Balasaheb. IF 
you take the trouble to go through, 
the actual statements of Balasaheb' 
there is no mention at all giving 
political support to her. It is true 
that I made a public declaration Say¬ 
ing that I disagreed with what Bala¬ 
saheb said. But that was because I 
was misled by the newspaper re-' 
port. In any case in prindplo I can 
always disagree. 'Ilie RSS has no 
political control. 

<?: f believe sdme leaders of the 
Jam Sangh constituent have met 
Chaudhury Charon Singh recently. 
Will your new Parly have an electo¬ 
ral alliance with the Lok Dal for the 
coming Assembly elections ? 

A: It is too early to definitely 
commit myself. But we have no ob¬ 
jection in principle to have sucdi an. 
alliance. (■ 




Premier Mugabe's task ahead 



REETA DUTTA GUPTA 
reports from Zambia 

under Sithulc; African National Con* 
Kress under Musorewa and thoFront 
for the Liberation of Zimbabwe— 
rnOLIZI—^undcr James Chikerema) 
was shortlivqd. Widespread inter* 
faction flKhtinK and tribal wranxlinK 
and killing led to the arrest of 
several ZANU members in Zambia 
including the Late Josiah Tongogara 
the “warlord" of Mugabe’s force 
ZANLA (Zimbabwe African Libera¬ 
tion Army). It was around this time 
that Mugabe broke away from the 
original ZANU and formed his own 
ZANU based in Dar-cs-Salaam from 
where he accused the Zambian Gov* 
ernment of detaining his men. These 
men were later released and he mov¬ 
ed from Dar*es*Salaam to Maputo in 
Moxainbique from where he led his 
bush war. 

Mugabe has proved to be the 
chosen leader,. uniting and breaking 
away at the most opportune moments 
and thereby averting a tussle for 



IN Zambia, the failure of 
ZAPU chief Joshua Nko* 
mo, 62, to capture an 
absolute majority after 30 

-lycars of struggle threw a 

damper on liberation jubilation. 
Nkomo's Party fought the guerrilla 
war from Zambian soil and Zambia 
had been must vitally affected eco* 
nomicallv duo to the sanctions against 
white Rhodesia. In the last three 
years the price of essential com* 
inoditlei went up by ISO per cent; 
bridges, roads and railway bridgu 
were blown up in retaliation by 
encniy conmianao units. The air in 
Zimbabwe House in Lusaks, the heed* 
uuarteri and wartime nerve centime of 
ZANU actlvitle*/ socmed subdued. 
School children ehd even bouse boys 
expressed regret. “We wanted Nkomo 
to win. MugalM is a Marxist He 
unco even fought with our President". 
Thuuah victory oelcbrations in Zim* 
MU did not compensate the dimeae 
and doprivatkia suffered during the 
war, ofiicials hravoly maitttemed: 
,The country's support for 
literation of Zimbabwe wje not/bap 
cd on tndlviduab but on the wnd* 
Pie of genuine majority rule.'' 

Robert Mugabe, thi flne orator and 
ouallned African leader 
(BA. bed. BSc, LLB, and BAAdmtn) 
broke away from tho tlhra»*.vear 
alliance to fight the electioa on i 
.separate ticket. Ibe dUance from JM 
ueginning had been a thaky one. Thi 
nationalistic straggle wh^ bMan in 
the early Sixties bed wedcined 
by e diyi^ nproech fm leedlwip 
^ liUSiiMi Accord fbr 

Parties ^ZAPU under Nkomo; ZANU 





leadership. Yet it must be acknow* 
tedged that the PP alliance was 
ponsible for moving the British pod 
tan Smith to go for the Lancaster, 
conference. Using the usual hit*and* 
run tactics, over 50,000 guerillai 
(their number had been kept secret} 
had fought tbo war against an Bffiw 
strong Rhodesisn force equippod wltb 
sophisticated weapons and also 
Napalm and phoepborous grenades 
which were condemned intenutiooai* 
ly. To counteract the nationalist 
struggle, white lUiodeila had the 
Isrsmt number of dviliins (over 
100,000) induding women uwler arms. 
On Government side there were 
.six unifiMined separate foroee whieb 
included the Biihotfs auxiliary 
foroa, the Pfumo Revanhu 


(spear of tho people) and 
•the Zlsco Revanhu (the eivaa of tlw 
people) ewnposod of dilldiwi who 
acted IS informon. Aooording to g 
report of tho Catholic Conunladoa 
for Justice and Peace 20.000 lives 
have bean loet In the war of ttbara* 
tlon. The number of war debttaa fr 
gured over 1,000 a moath on an ava^ 


Says one freedom fiiditer: "Ibo 
anti'PF Mtuie of the British was 
evident during the pre-election scone. 
They tried their utmost to keep us 
at bey. The Governor's oflioe ettrlbu* 
ted most of the ads of Intlinidation 
to us. Comrade Enos Nkala, who has 
been appoiii,tcd Minister of Finance, 
waa even banned by the Government 
from campaigning and therefore fail¬ 
ed to get a aeat in Padiament. Ibe 
Rhodesian security forces were de- 
l^oyed to patrol the border with Mo* 
aambiqua and take law and order in* 
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to their hands while we were treated 
as sinners. But in reality two attempts 
had been made on the life of MiiKabe. 
Several ffuerrillas of NKomo’s ZIPRA 
(Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary 
Army) had been killed by the Rho¬ 
desian unit, even after the cease-fire. 
“The PF guerrillas who assembled at 
16 meeting points after the ceasefire 
which beaan on December 28 to pre¬ 
pare for the election, had fouaht 
mostly with small arms like 60 mm 
mortar, rocket rifles, hand grenades 
and sten guns. About 10,000 to 20,000 
iillhters (a quarter being women) 
were trained every year in sodalfst 
countries and substantially aided by 
the Frontline States, China, Rumania 
and Yugoslavia. 

j ^ ^ mlE'VE lost. No more future 
'for us in a country we 
have built, was the general 
reaction of Europeans in 
southern Africa to the 
victory in Zimbabwe. 
WonUn wearing Tshirts which say 
“Rhodesia is superb" are no lunger 
in a mood to stay on. Said one rue¬ 
fully: "Rhodesia is one of the tew 
developed countries in this region. 
Now wait and see. how the eixmomy 
of lh« country will collapse. De.spite 
the war, things were still cheap and 
everything you wanted was always 
available. There were no shoitages 
of essential commodities os expe¬ 
rienced in Zambia which was 
quite remarkable". Says a black 
Rhodesian; "Ah ! Zimbabwe-Rhode- 
sia has been a superb country north 
of South Africa. True racial discri¬ 
mination was there but there isn’t a 
country as developed as ours". 
While an Afrikaaner says, “Now, 
Zimbabwe is over. All eyes will be 
turned on South West Africa. ’Then 
it will be South Africa. We had 
better go liberal. Cooks like our 
days are getting numbered." 

RejMrts from all over Zimbabwe 
say that business is boenning. House¬ 
hold removal firms and secondhand 
Furniture dealers are cashing in 
heavily as the exodus of whites 
hgures at well over lOfX) a month. 
The Standard Bank Economic Bulle- 
fin published monthly in Salisbury 
estimated a net loss of 15.000 to 


20,000 whites in 1979. The Scorpion 
Society in London which help$ refu 
gees to settle, in Britain is getting 
more than 100 letters a day. South 
Africa and Australia have been re 
cciving over 300 immigration applica¬ 
tions daily. For the wnite.s tnere Is 
no alternative to massive Africnnisa- 
tion of jobs in the public sector. 
Whites must now make room for the 
young blacks. Many Europ.^ans who 
were prepared to live under black 
rule and privately favoured Nkomu 
(though his Party’s shooting down of 
a civilian plane has been hard to 
swallow) to the Marxist hardliner 
Mugabe, have been mortified and 
shocked. 

The white exodus is likely to start 
off the trend so typical |n newly 
independent African countries. As 
more and more skilled personnel 
leave. The accounting, engineering, 
medical and teaching professions will 
try to fill the vacuum by recruiting 
staff abroad on a contract basis which 



offered attractive benefits and inflat¬ 
ed salaries. The war-tom country, 
high up in debt and a military 
budget of 402 Rhodesian dollar last 
year, can ill afford expensive 
changes. Robert Mugabe’s reconci- 
liatory gesture towards the 200,000 
white commuuity and even racist 
Pretoria; his recognition of the subs¬ 
tantial British element in the coun¬ 
try and repeated reassurance to the 
Europeans can rightly be seen as a 
wise and Solomonic step towards 
unification and consolidation. Con¬ 
trary to his earlier statements on 
nationalisation of industries, Mugabe 
has opted for private enterprise, so¬ 
cialism rather than Marxism. Two 
whites, David Smith, former Minister 
of Finance and Dennis Norman, pre¬ 
sident of the Commercial Farmer’s 
Union have been taken into tbe 
Cabinet as Minister of Commerce and 
Industi'y and Minister of Agriculture 
respectively. Jo-shwa Nkomo “father 
of Zimbabwe" has been given Home 
Affairs. Says a southern Africa 
watcher; "The whites have been done 
for ever. In the future, opposition 
is to be expected from dissident 
Africans. Mugabe who got over 60 
per cent of the votes for the 80 seats 
from the Shona tribal urea in tbe 
east, got only one seat in the west 
wlierc Ndebeles are predominant. By 
taking menibeii; from other Parties 
in his Cabinet in spite of an abso¬ 
lute inajoritv, Mugabe, has eschewed 
factionalism and proved his superior 
political ability”. 

Currently the country is faced 
with numerous problems: high rate 
of black uneniploynicnt. inequitable 
dhstribution of land in favour of the 
whites (6,000 white farmers own a 
major portion of the land and a large 
percentage of which is under¬ 
utilized); widespread starvation 
among the rural poor, illiteracy 
among the blacks (475,0()0 dropped 
school during the war), diseases and 
abandoned and orphaned children. In 
a population of seven million people 
one black in every 5 is unemployed. 
The university of Rhodesia’s datum 
line study published last year, states 
that 80 per cent of bladts receive 
wages below the minimum income 
requirement. Besides, there is a big 
disparity in the wages of the two 
races for the same job. White Rho¬ 
desia, once the country with superb 
medical infrastructure. (85 per cent 
were vaccinated during peace time) is 
now rife with malaria, scal^, 
measles and the African killer 
disease—Kwashiorkar (malnutrition). 

Among the priorities outlined bv 
the new Government in moving the 
war-beleaguered country to peace 
are restoring normality by abolition 
of martial law (seventh extension of 
martial law had been made since the 
original pcomulgatioq. on September 
10, 1973) and the law' courts, resettle¬ 
ment of refugees (the war sent more 
than 225,000 in the Frontline states 
who are now returning), integration 
of the forces that have been loyal to 
different leaders into a national 
army ending racial wage discrimi¬ 
nation and expanding education and 
health services to every corner of the 
country. H 
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Left Mrs Gandhi's main target 


W niLL tlM Leftittt of the 
country oooie doaerT Can 
there oe unity between 
the two nutjor communirt 

_Parties of indiaT And, 

ihn yiH we expect the united Lrft to 
play a significant role ^ national 
pities In the near future? 

*^These questions are 
important now because of tta gt 
lowing reasons. Fint of au, m 
bourgeois ojfPO^ion. ^ ^ 

breaking up. Second , the lefw W 
the ruling force in three states rf 
India. These are |he 
gress (I) GovenunenU still surdsing 
Stha country. Thirdly, “me irf the 
leadCTS of the CPI and CPI (M) are 
frantically trying to forge a Uft 
unity. Some Congress (U) teadert 
are also interested in a broad-based 
Left and progressive platform. 
Fourthly, the Russians are also show¬ 
ing a keen interest in the formation 
of a Left alUanoe in India. 

It is true that the bourgeois 
Opposition Parties are breaMna up. 
It is also true that this will create a 
vacuum in the 

country. But will the Lrft Parties 
be able to fill this vacuum? Or will 
the vacuum remain till the bourgeois 
opposition forces can regroup «iem- 
Molves? 

I personally think ttat it will be 
very difficult for the Left forces 
the country to flU the vacuum in tto 
near future even in aUianqs with me 
Congress (U). 1“ ^be Hi^i-8P«^M 
area, the heartland of India, the I^t- 
Ists are still not a force, ^e CTI 
has some influence in BiMr, bttt 
there too they need the telp ai^, 
assistance of some other bourgeoij 
Party to make their presence felt 
significantly. However, even an am- 
anee of the Congreii (U) with 
the Left force# of the atate will not 
make much headWW now. 

In UP. MP, HaJaiittan, Haw^ 
and Punjab Oal^^U and JJ? 
Congreii (U) hiyt no maw foUw 
ing. In the reaote vlUagea of ^ 
Hmdi-speaking ititet,. communitti 
are aUll avoided like fte plague. In 
these dreumstanoes. wiUltbeposaiiTO 
for the Leftist Parties to make mug 
headway in the heartland of In«n 
within the next four or five yem? 
By that time, wUl not one or ^ 
other bourgeois Party berome the 
main opposition force agajn? 

The Leftists of course, wlB come 
closer in order to save their Govent 
meats in Kerala. West J^ngal and 
Tripura. But if Mrs Gandhi and 
Sanjay deddo to puU down theso Go- 
vemmonta can the comblnM Left 
force im thom? . I dw> t tWak tbi^ 
can. THey can create some difScuL 
lies in the states and Parliament for 
some time — but that is all. It \dH 
oe a very short-lived resistance. 
After all, how far did the CPI(M) 
resist Mrs Gandhi during the Emer 
genqy? 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 

No doubt, some of the leaders of 
the two Communist Parties are keen 
to come closer. They are even talk¬ 
ing of an ultimate unification of both 
Communist' Parties. But there are 
also influential leaders and groups in 
both Parties who are opposed to this 
idea. The majority of the CPl(M) 
leaders of West Bengal are bitterlv 
opposed to the suggestion of admit¬ 
ting the CPI in the Left Front of the 
state. 

The Russians are keen on a broad- 
based Left alliance and unifleationi of 
the two Communist Parties of India 
for quite different reasons. From 
what Dr Yurolov (a high ofiSdal of 
the India Cell of the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the CPSU) and Mr Yaku- 
min (second io rank of the Soviet 
Embassy of Delhi) told some Leftist 
leaders in Calcutta recently, it is ap¬ 
parent that the Russians do not want 
the Left alliance to move towards a 
head-on clash with Mrs Gandhi im 
mediately. They would prefer the 
Left alliance to work as a pressun 
group in India, at least for the pio 



ment. They know that the-C^I- 
CPI(M) combine will provide the 
leaders of this Left alliance. There 
are some important pro-Moscow 
elements in the leadership of the 
Congress (U) also. All these men 
together can maintain constant pres¬ 
sure on Mrs Gandhi so that die can¬ 
not go closer to USA and China on 
the “advioe and pressure of her son”. 
The Russians are more afraid 
Sanjay Gandhi than Mrs Gandhi. 

Tnese two high-ranking Russians 
also suggested to some of the Leftist 
leaders of Calcutta that thpy should 
not go for an all-out alliance against 
Mrs Gandhi. They warned them that 
it could hasten the growth.of faadsf 
force in India as it did in Germany 
once. Rather, the Russians suggested 
that the Leftists try to cooperate 
with Congress (I) in some fields 
such as the fight against the commu¬ 
nal forces. They said this may build 
up a bridge between the Congress (I) 
and the Leftists and mav ultimately 
save three Left Governments of the 
country. The Russians are more in¬ 
terested now in stopping India from 
going closer to the USA and China 
than anything else. 

It Is true if the Russians can 
guarantee the safety of the three 
Left state Governments of India the 
Leftists Parties of the country (at 
least the leaders of the Left Parties) 
would not mind keeping their eyes 
closed to what Mrs Gandhi and San- 
jay do in the rest of the country. But 
the 64,000 dollar question is will the 
Russians be able to save these state 
Governments? 1 am afraid, even if 
they dare to propqse such a thing to 
Mrs Gandhi they will not succeed. 

And once Mrs Gandhi pulls down 
any of these state Governments no 
amount of persuasion will stop a 
head-on collision between a majority 
of the Left forces of the country and 
Mrs Gandhi. A majority of the Left 
forces will then join hands with all 
other anti-Mrs Gandhi forces of the 
country — Right or Left. It will 
Jthen be the pre-1977 situation again. 

Mrs Gandhi also cannot allow the 
Left of the country to survive. Her 
traditional base is the poorer sections 
of the people (except in West Bengal 
and in Kerala). If the I.eft can 
make any headway in other parts of 
the country they will first take away 
the poorer sections of people from 
Mrs Gandhi’s influence. That will 
shake the political foundations of the 
Nehru family. So Mrs Gandhi can¬ 
not afford to allow the Left to make 
any headway in other parts of the 
country. She would prefer to demo¬ 
lish the Leftist strongholds before 
they can expand to other areas. And 
this, I am afraid, she will start doing 
within tlvs next 12 months. 

Mrs Gandhi’s comeback and Sanlay 
Gandhi’s reemergence will hit the 
Leftists more than the Rightists in 
the country. 








luir-S'^fea (jH- 


Idi nahu kira, bhaiya 
Pm nahu kira 
Hai rey, mji kira 
So dehecha kera 
Ma dagi khatera 
Komor adha huriya 
Hai rey, raji kira 
Bhu eran keraan. 




BOTHER, there was a 
famine last year. There 
is one this year toa 
When will it end ? The 
mahua fruit has started 
falling and the koinari saag has spr¬ 
outed. For a few days, we will forget 
the famine. 

.^0 run the plaintive words of an 
Oraon song which can be heard in 
the districts of Palamau and Hazari* 
bagb in Bihar. The song, aias, is rath¬ 
er optimistic; reality is more harsh. 
Mahua, which a staple food of the 
tribals at this time of the year, is 
fast disappearing, while the koinari 
leaf (a spinach) is yet to be ^n. Re¬ 
sult : Palamau and Razaribagh dis¬ 
tricts are slowly inching towards 
famine, perhaps far worse than the 
; historic 1967 famine and definitely 
more widespread. To compound matt¬ 
ers there has been little or no rain in 
the past months. 

It is only March. The summer has 
yet to display its fury but. already 
the fields are without water. The 
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Koel river v^ich flows through the 
district Is now a vast stretdi of sand. 
Perennial rivers, streams, watertioles 
and wells oontaio vm little water, 
often none at all. The bard rocky 
saII which is so difficult to cultivate 
la parched and dry. Cultivation has 
yielded no results and farmers have 
watched the outcome with dismay. 
What one finds in the fields now are 
withered stalks of arhar (a type of 
pulse). Still other farmers have not- 
fliven UP hope. In sheer desperation 
they have planted thorny prickly 
pear bushes which produce yellow 
flowers and seeds for burning. 

■ Except for the very rich, ordinary 
farmers have already eaten into their 
reserves—the paddy or wheat they 
stored for seeds has been consumed 
by hungry families With no other 
altemauve. they have been eating 
whatever they can lay their hands 
on. Said Basu, a middle-aged mother 
of three young children in Chipada- 
hor, "I go out to the forest early in 
the morning to gather what I find- 
leaves, benles or roots. There are 
seven of us in the family and often I 
don’t even cook once in the day. The 
children cry all the time. What can I 
do 7” We found her waiting with her 

Famine 

haunts 

Palamau 


husband at around two in tibe alto^ 
noon^for a week’s food ration at a 
distribution centra of Ae food-for- 
work programme run by one of the 
relief agencies. Along with the coup¬ 
le there were nearly a hundred 
others. Fatigue was imt large on 
their faces as some of them bad been 
waiting from nine in the morning. 
fiomeoDs bad told them that the rsr 
tion trucks would be arriving that’ 
day and they bad arrived in throngs, 
with hope in their hearts, to collect 
their dues. 

The people ate at the end of their 
tether. All they want Is Jobs whidi 
will In turn bring them something to 
eat. Thus the only solution is work¬ 
ing in the forests or participating in 
the food-forwork progranftnea. Vllhi- 
gera often go out at three in the 
morning, work throughout the day 
and return at around aight in the 
evening. If they have some food at 
home they eat it, if they have none 
they retire to bed after a drink of 
water, only to repeat the routine the 
next day. Work sites are sometimes 
as far away as 30 km. They undergo 
this hardship in spite of the fact that 
most of them own land—often nine 
to ten acres. Their solvency, there¬ 
fore, exists only in theory for most 
of the land is what is generally term¬ 
ed Tanr (land which is not verv fer¬ 
tile and therefore difficult to oiltiva- 
te. Very few people own the fertile 
land that is known as Don. It is a 
heartbreaking task to attempt culti¬ 
vation of the red volcanic soil of the 
region, which produces virtually noth- 
<ag. 





If the pet^le 18 ft terrible 
coDditioa, the cattle are no tetter 
off. Most animals to the area no. tonft- 
er grate in herds, ney move about 
from forest to forert to march of 
food and water. In Nagar Unteri. we 
aaw cattle whidt had moved about 
from one watering pUoe to another 
without finding a stogie drop. One 
cow Just fell dead to its tradu due 
to thir 


"It is not bad”, said Dr Kumar 
Suresb Singh, the Commissioner of 
the South Chotanagpur divis'on. He 
has his reasons. He Is considered an 
expert on famine, having written an 
authoritative treatise on the Bihar 
famine of 1967. According to him 
the rabi crop was expected, to pro¬ 
duce more. Ine rabi area In Palamau 
Is inddentally 20 per cent of the to> 
tal crop area but it also accounts for 
SO per cent of the total cultivable 
area. Ihe 1967 famine occurred due 
to a scardty of rainfall' in 1965 
followed by a drought in 1966. It is 
not without cause, therefore, that the 
Government expects nearly 1,20,000 
tons as the rabi crop. 

Palamau district, covering an area 


of 12,677 sq kms, with a population 
of 15,04,350 (according to the 1971 
census) bad four years of normal 
rainfall prior to 1979. After the years 
of plenty came the drought of 1979, 
leaving burnt out kharif crops in it< 
wake. In May 1979 rainfall in various 


areas of Palamau ranged from five 
to 59 mm. The monsoon was delayed, 
and even then there was little relic*' 
The Hathia rains (the last rains of 
the year) brought some relief on 
Septemter 26 and 27. The area thus 
created rainfall records. Ranchi ex¬ 
perienced the lowest rainfall since 
1971, Singhbhum (Bstrict the lowest 
since 1956' and Palamau the lowest 
since 1967. 

Crop damage was extensive. Accor¬ 
ding to a survey prepared bv 
AVARD, an Independent voluntary 
relief agency from Patna, the entire 
north-western Palmau district was 


affected by severe dought which re¬ 
sulted in a 90 per cent crop damage. 
Dr Singh maintains that this time too 
there is certainly a most severe sca^ 
city. He toured the area extensively 
for around 100 days to assess the 
situation carefully. According to him, 
the people needed relief so the Gov¬ 
ernment had allotted 2.038 food-for- 
work schemes to that district, utili¬ 
sing 13.77,613 mandays in wh’’ch 6.660 
metric tonnes of foodgrain would be 
distributed. 


Unlike the situation in the past 
Famine, the turnout of labourers for 
these schemes has teen very poor. 
This is one of the maid reasons for 



Digging g weii _ 

the Government’s theory that there 
was nothing alarming about the situa¬ 
tion. Food prices have not increased as 
much as they did last time. In 1967 
prices registered an increase from 
too to 300 per cent. This time they 
have gone up from 22 to 55 per cent: 
Further, the people do .pot look fami¬ 
shed. “Last time they looked like 
walking skeletons”, said Dr Singh. 
Only a few high officials in Randil 
are very worried about the situation.. 
And their sense of urgency has not 
percolated down to the officials of 
Palamau’s district town of Dalton- 
ganj. This was certainly the impres¬ 
sion that one gut after visiting offi¬ 
cials there. 'Voluntary relief agencies 
have moved about from office to office 
to mobilise help for the movement 
of foodgrain. But all their efforts have 
come to nought. We know of two 
such cases. A director of a voluntarv 
relief agency wanted diesel to trans¬ 
port his foodgrain. He moved about 
from office to office in Daltonganj 
and eventually had to' go to Randil 
to move higher offidals. Another pei^ 
son. had to go to Aurangabad for pet¬ 
rol, having got nothing from Patna. 
« 

HE complacent attitude 
of the district offidals has 
meant more hardship for 
the poor tribqls. Feudali¬ 
sm is still rampant in the 
outlying areas. In Garwa, for exam¬ 
ple we met Jageshwar Korwa. His 
was a face that betrayed traces of 
fear and be looked humiliated and 
lost. He was a labourer for Munshi 
Mahato, the village landlord. Jagesh¬ 
war had refused to work for him and 



had gone instead to dne of the food- 
for- work schemea. But things did not 
turn out as expected since be had., 
literally been bought over by Ids 
landlord. In the evening iriien 
Jageshwar was returning from work). 
he was caught by the landlord’s men,’ 
trussed up and beaten with shoes. 
His wife intervened and she too was' 
beaten up. Then there was Prasen 
Korwa from Bandua village near 
Garwa. He had made the initial mis¬ 
take of taking four paseri rice 
(around 12 kgs) from the sarpanch, 
Shivdutt Mahato, in 1971. The value 
at that time was Rs 20. But the inter¬ 
est on his debt started multiplying. 
He has already given the landlord 
two goats worth Rs 150, a bullodc 
worth Rs 170 and around 12 kgs of; 
pulses costing Rs 16. In addition Pra- 
sen Korwa had worked without , 
pay for 15 day? and returned Rs 150' 
in cash. But the sarpanch is still not 
satisfied. Since that fateful .day to 
1971 Prasen Korwa works oh Mahar 
to’s fields with only a meal a day. He 
has a number of mouths to feed at 
heune but for all the landlord cares 
they can remain hungry. And there 
are many more sudi cases. 

The tribai’s life has been one of to¬ 
tal oppression. He cleared the forests 
for agriculture only to see the same 
land taken away by unscrupulous 
landlords. He then went further into 
the highlands to utilise the land there, 
but once again be was thwarted and 
even those lands were taken away. 
The tribal is basically a proud man, a 
fearless man but he is a man vrbo 
does not know how. to assert bis 
rights. He refuses to grovel and teg 
for his food. Instead he spends all 
his waking time looking for jobs. 
This makes him an easy target for 
exploitation. Even when he manages 
to get a job with a contractor he is 
paid very little, while women who 
go out to work Tun the risk of being 
uMreated. We witnessed what life 
could be like for a moneyed contrac 
tor. In his camp near a roadbuilding 
site we saw eight young tribal girls 
taking “care” of him. Oik pressed 
his limbs while another his head and 
so on 1 

Non-availability of food has driven 
awqy a number of tribals from their 
hhpies. The exodus started early in 
November-Debsmber last year and 
according to a number of people em¬ 
phasises the fact that the situation is 
worse this year. It is not surprising 
to find a number of villages wirii oid^ 
the old, the infirm and the children. 
Ironically the Government is also 
exploiting them, albeit unwittingto. 
Project Tiger is a case in point. Kill¬ 
ing of wild animals has now been 


Extent of daauge to emge In Sooth caiotanaffpor AriUaa’ 


Cmps 

Normal area 
under crops 
(in lakh 
hectares) 

Actual area 
covered 
(id lakh 
hectares) 

Percentage 
crop damage 

Normal produc. 
tkm 

(in lakh metric 
tonnes) 

Estimated produc¬ 
tion to 1979 
(in lakh metric 
tonnes) 

Estimated loss in 
production 

In lakh In crore^ 
tonnes of Rs 

Paddy 

lOJll 

9.21 

60% 

8.66 

3.75 

4.91 

124.15 

Maize 

9.77 

9.63 

65% 

0.73 

0.36 

0.37 

4.17 

Pulses 

1.27 

9.67 

54.5% 

0.56 

0.28 

0.28 

7.16 

Oilseed 

9.53 

0.34 

66% 

. 0.28 

0.06 

0.12 

3.47 
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,4 Uttle boy carries his family’s weekly ration 


prohibited by law and anyone doind 
90 is liable to a fine and imprison¬ 
ment. Around Gam. herds of elep¬ 
hants destroy fields of crops and 
though the villagers try to drive 
them away their efforts are often 
‘ futile. One day a few of them got to¬ 
gether and killed an elephant. One 
of the villagers was caught and fined 
Rs 7.000. However, matters are di£F- 
ent when the situation is reversed. 
When a man was killed by an ele¬ 
phant his next of kin were supposed 
to receive compensation to the tune 
of onl^ Rs 3,000. That is not all; vill¬ 
agers have yet another grouse. Often 
cattle killed by tigers are not com¬ 
pensated. Officers, they say, ’ always 
claim that the culprits are not tigers 
but either a cheetah or a leopard. 

An important source of relief is the 
Christian missionaries but they have, 
it is alleged, conversions uppermost 
in their minds. The missionaries on 
the other hand have been responsi¬ 
ble for restoring to the people some 
dignity and self-confidence so that 
they can now stand up and protest 
against oppression. Today, a tribal 
fights for bis land, so it is natural for 
a villager to go and work on a missi¬ 
on-run food-for-work project. He is 
paid three kgs of foodgrain and a 
little oil but more than that he is paid 
fast. The missions start programm¬ 
es only when foodgrain supplies are 
sufficient. The Catholic Charities 
(one of the organisations) have plans 
for 11,91.456 mandays of work for 
their 1979-80 programme which ends 
lin October this year. The other vol¬ 
untary organisation, totally funded 
by the Gov"mm“nt, is the Bihar Re¬ 
lief Committee (BRC). The BRCs 
only problem is supply of foodgrain 
by the Government. People do not 
want to work on the BRC projects 
for the simple reason that foodgrain 
is delayed. BRC has a foodgrain back¬ 
log of 3,000 metric tonnes. The food- 
for-work programme aims at overall¬ 
development of the region. Thus 
miniature dams are being made to 
store water and wells are being dug. 
However, the water table has gone 
down with the onset of summer. 


The Christian missionary has always 
been regarded as an object of scorn 
primarily because of conversions, by 
many in the administration. In fact, 
after the 1967 famine it was said that 
the _ missionaries only gave aid to 
Christians. This time, according to a 
very senior Government official the 
Christian missionaries are still aiding 
people from their own religion. This 
IS nowhere near the truth. A survey 
earned out by the Xavier Institute of 
Social Service, Ranchi, by a non- 
Christian on the beneficiaries of the 
food-for-work programme revealed 
that out of 3,218 random samples 
taken, 1,218 were Hindus, 1,115 were 
Christians, 777 were Sarnas and 107 
were Muslims. To test the truth we 
started surveying beneficiaries and in 
Chipadahor we met bearded Bareilly 
Mian who was rather matter of fact 
when he was asked why, as a Muslim, 
he worked for the Christian mission¬ 
ary run food-for-work programme: 
“Hunger knows no religion. And dig¬ 
ging a well or making a small bund 
(dam) is for the good of everyone. 
And we need help—no matter who 
gives it!’’ 

There are. however, other facts 
which underline the belief that the 
situation is far worse than the admi¬ 
nistration thinks it to be. Of late, 
there has been an increase irt- the 
number of pettv thefts. And often 
the things robbed are inexpensive— 
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a few articles of clothing, a brass, 
utensil 

, The general health of the people 
has been going down. They have bwn 
eating unhygienic food—^wild berries, 
leaves and roots. The administration- 
accents this. Otherwise how can one 
jusHfv the intensification of health 
measures? Civil surgeons and medica] 
officers of the Modes (there are 25 
of them in Palamau district) have 
been requested tp pay attention to 
public health programmes—especially 
the disinfection of wells, inoculation, 
distribution of vitamin taMets, etc. 
According to Government statistics 
8,166 wells have been disinfected; 
1,35,000 people have been inoculated; 
and 2.09..380 people vaednated in 
Palamau district alone. But this is 
all on paper. Said a well-informed so¬ 
cial worker who did not wish to be 
named; “la 1967, a$ far as 1 remem¬ 
ber, according to the Government 
there were only four deaths due to 
starvatiim. After all man cannot re¬ 
main hungry fcH- days on end. In des- 
eration he starts eating whatever 
e can lay his hands on. The deaths 
occur, therefore, not due to starva¬ 
tion but due to acute malnutrition.” 
Already the evidence ia there for all 
to see: Emaciated men and women 
and potbellied children. In Garhwa, 
for example, we heard that a .young 
girl, a student of class one, had died. 
The young child had advanced pne¬ 
umonia and medicines hardly help^. 
Most people suffering from malnutri¬ 
tion are acutely susceptible to disea¬ 
ses. No amount of medicines can 
restore body-resistance. Young mo¬ 
thers, have become anaemia Children 
have been suffering from worms. The 
result is that diseases like cholera 
or any other stomach ailments have 
become fatal. And as pne Christian 
missionary remarked: “ItV a losing 
battle". 

In the 1967 famine, people had 
been more fortunate: Grains and 
medicines started pouring in W the 
ton. Ihe situation was quite different 
in November 1979 when the ^vem- 
ment started helping out. Then came 
the General Elections, and every¬ 
thing was stalled. Trucks and vehi¬ 
cles along with the official madiinery 
were commandeered for the polls. 
After the elections, the Assam agita- 
tiim started and diesel supplies were 
ait off completely. The coal shentage 
held up foodgrain wagons. And if 
the Food Ckirporation godowns bad 
the grain,, the Bihar State avU Sup¬ 
plies and "Food Corporation was not 
fast enough in moving it to the sites 
or Modes where the food-for-woik pro¬ 
grammes are going on. The voluntary 
relief agendes. however,, have their 
own problems in moving foodgralns. 
.The Catholic Clarities carries out 
thfe food-for-work ^grammes with 
grain and oil provided through the 
mdo-American PL 480 agreement. 
Their main proMem was moving the 
grain from ^Icutta port where there 
was a strike, which had stopped t^- 
unloading of grains. As it stands the 
.situation Is grim 
What Palamau needs now Is help. 
From every available source and as 
fast as pouible. ■ 
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from the start 

Amulspray— India's most 
popular baby food 

More mothers using baby food, choose 
Amulspray. than any other baby food. 
Because Amulspray is * perfectly balanced 
e vitamin-ennched * easy-to-digest 
e dissolves easily 

Breast-feeding is Natural... 

Remember, mother's milk is by far the best 
for baby. It is extremely difficult to substitute 
for breast milk. 

All mothers, therefore, should feed their 
infants at the breast as long as the quantity 
of milk remains adequate. 

However, if your breast milk is not sufficient 
for baby, start him on Amulspray. 













Amulspray starts the growth 
only Balamul helps continue 
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Informaiive Amul Baby Book and Balamul Growth Record Booklet in Engiitti 
Baby Book also in Hindi* Marathi. Gujarati. Bengali. Tamil, Teiugu and Malayalam. 
Writ# to Pott Box No. 10124 Bombay 400001 with your complata address and 
na. 1 .00 poataga atampa. 


3rd MOrJTH ONWARDS 
Balamul as well 

No other solid food is good enough for your 
Amulspray baby. 

Why a specially prepared, balanced, 
solid food after 3 months? 

Because your baby is growing so fasti 
I- e doubles his bulb weight in 6 months — 
his brain is 80% developed by three years. 
Milk alone is not enough. Your baby needs 
proteins, vitamins and n'lnorals in a balanced 
lorm — that only Balamul ideally provides. 

Balamul—specially created for the 
Indian baby 

Balamul has been specially formulated with 
the help ol the Ceiitr,.! Food Technological 
Research Institute, Mysore and tested at the 
Christian Medical College. Vellorel 

Balamul—more nutrition, more value 

• at least 25% more protein than other 
branded cereal foods 

• more calcium. Vitamin A and C 

• fortified with balanced quantities of fat, 
iron and Vitamin B Complex 

• pre-cooked in milk. Easy-to-digest 

• delicious, mixes easily with: dal, mashed 
fruits, puddings 

Balamul gives TWICE the value for your 
money then any other branded cereal 
foods i 


Mnrkoled by 
GujarniCofi 


Cof>pef9tive Mi<k Marketing 
Fadpiation Limited. Artand. 



I HE face is unprepossess¬ 
ing. Overhanging thick, 
sensuous lips is a wide, 
projecting nose that rises 
—^-like a wedge and pro¬ 

ceeds without a break up to the fore¬ 
head. Set high on either side of it are 
small, black eyes. The face surround¬ 
ing it is fleshy and amorphous, with 
a wide forehead. The eyes, which 
usually give nothing away, sometimes 
glint with a secret mock.ry. His 
classmates at the Abhinav Kaila 
Vidhyalaya avoided Jakkal. He moved 
with measured, slow steps, and a deli¬ 
berate swagger that dramatised his 
entries and exits. When he spoke, 
his voice was bass, often raised for 
effect. Jakkal somehow eyoked fear. 
And behind his eyes was a methodi¬ 
cal brain that plotted precisely the 
death of ten residents of Pune. Its 
flaw was m^pia. Jakkal’s detailed 






luin‘i>(li<j Jjkk.i/';, /.ICO //Ac ,/ ///csA 
Ho mov hovv to/t some p/o.ismo ol the sight 
of ///s' sister swunnung end sgleshing ebout in 
the poo! et h\n.t.i/)ot Rime, fuit /ns fere did 
not show It Ni.'if/ioi did It reflect the enxiet\ 
thcit took him .If tfie thought of getting wot 
He he ted w.iti'i And when fus brother 
Vivekeneiid.i sti'.ilthily stefked nf) end trippeo 
him into the poof, the boy s expression did 
not chenge No swimmei he silently sank 
end surfaced .1 lew moments letei. splatrerinu 
end flailing >lv //c went di-wn egem, his 
sister Su/hi.'''im c une swimmim 1 rapidly 
to the lesciie 

She stt/f tememher, about hit years latei 
the look on dakk.il r. face ,//. she rained him 
home on her b.!'k Tlvonrihont he never 
said a word." she sav''. 
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She .S.-/14/ her brrther lor the /,/•;/ time rn IhJS 
III a solitaiy rontmrn'i’ni i t'll m Yr^r wade 
('enti.il Prison Pane lie s/iofe little and 
both of them '.tndioosly ayo/ded am mention 
of the miird'in. .hahasmi broke ifown ami 
wept ' Whi.i i-V"'/ c.iriy yon home no\/\ she 
asked bnn .rg.iin .md arjam Thrr pt'rcrne eye\ 
StaruKj a! l-i'r t'd nothnni 


plans (‘iidod with tho disposal ol the 
bodies. He never planned for an 
aftermatli. 

His two henchmen from tlic first 
were Sutai and Gaglap, his class¬ 
mates at Abhinav Kala; later, 
Munwar Sha, studying at the Lakshmi 
Bazar branch of the same college, 
got drawn into the circle of killers 
thrpugh Jagtap, whom he knew. 
Jakkal seems to have been a magne¬ 
tic, cohesive force. Without his 
powerful influence, it seems unlikely 
that these three young men’s lives' 
would have been anything but un¬ 
remarkable. 

Jakkal was only 23 when he com¬ 
mitted his first kidnapping and 
murder. So well did he cover his 
tracks that the murder was discover¬ 
ed only two years later, and that too 
when Jakkal himself led the police 
to the body. Following his instruc¬ 
tions, the police retrieved a drum 
submerged in a lake at Peshwe Park. 
In it were a few bones of Jakkal’s 
good friend Prakash Hegde. 

On January 15, 1976, Prakash, a 
student of Abhinav Kala, was sum¬ 
moned out of his classroom to answer 
an urgent telephone call. A familiar 
voice at the other end told him that 
his father had suddenly taken ill. As 
Prakash hurriedly left, he met Jakkal 
outside the college gate, astride his 












motorbike. He offered Prakash a 
ride up to Vishwa Hotel, which the 
Hegde;> owned, and the young 1^ 
unsuspectingly mounted the pillion. 

l’^.^kash w.is gagged and tied to a 
chair in Jaklcal's tapri or shack on 
his father .s laaid in Erandwana, a 
Pune locality. Near midnight, he was 
taken to I’eshwe Park on a bicycle. 
On the way, Jakkal .suavely assured 
him th.it his problems were over, 
“you’re going home,’’ he told him. 
"Your f.ither has agreed to our 
ternis.” II Prakash had a glimmer 
ot his real fate, there was no way he 
could voice it with his mouth gagged 
In the park, the four young men 
stripped Prakash and forced him to 
lie down on the cold grass ; JagUip 
sat astride his legs to keep him 
down. Jakkal knotted a blue-and 
yellow nylon rope .iround his neck. 
Sulnr held one end, Jakkal the other, 
and both pulled in opposite diiec- 
lions till Prakash was dead. The 
body was slufled into a driini thal 
had been iiiodihed for the purpose 
about 10 days earlier. Two handles 
had been welded at top and bottom. 
A series ol holes had been bored 
along the rim of the open end 
Through these, J.ikkal and his trieiid-. 
now wove the nylon lopo to foim a 
mesh to seal the body in. Then, with 
some diliiuiity, they hoisted tho drum 
on a rope and dropped d jn tin. jmd 
die of I’l'.shvve Park’., lake. 

liowsver, Jakkal's liist murder was 
wasli'd Instead ol delivering the 
i.iosom he d'ln.iiulid, Prakash’.s 
i.’.tiler and the polio.- ley in wait at 
Lokmaiivaiiagar, where the money 
was to be delivered. Of cnuise. Jakkal 
was loo snuiit for them He scouted 
aiound circumspectly, spotted the 
t'lH in 11 , and .slipped .iwav Latei, 
to sidetiack the investigation, he 
mailed a letter vviifleu hy Pukash 
under duress stating thal he had run 
awa.y and was not expected back. 

Jakkal’s career of crime came full 
circle on March 23 the next year, 
when he and his three partners in 
crime murdered another tiusting 
friend, Anil Gokhale. They wiapped 
hi.s body in a sack, weighted it witli 
a ladder, and threw it in the Mula- 
Muth.i river of Pune. The decom¬ 
posed caicass floated up two dicvs 
later. Jakkal. by now cocksuie tb-ii 
be could elude the grasp ol law toi 
ever, had taken to visiting the pi'Iiie 
station at Bund Garden, and criticis¬ 
ing theii efficiency. But the police, 
at u dead end till lli.en, had already 
begun getting iiiterc.sted in this over- 
beating young man, especially as And 
Gokhale bad last been seen in bis 
comptUiy. They took him and his 
fticnas m foi interrogation. Within ,i 
lov'. days, they had enough evidence 
to hook them. With their arrest, a 
V'l’.r of terror ended for TTine. 
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ETWEEN the murders ot 
Prakash Ilc-gdc and Anil 
Gokhale, Jakkal and his 
fiieuds had killed two 
■ ■ - . .ltamilies...a total of «leht 
i !. . attempted two butglaries, in 
", I;- •' and runo, end stolen goods 
:! i.’.'int Bs '25.000. During thi.s 



period, Pune streets were deserted 
after sunset; police patrolled in jeeps, 
and any group of young men found 
loitering after dark were rounded up 
for questioning. 

In the days following their arrest, 
Jakkal and his henchmen used to 
squabble among them.selves, accusing 
each other of the negligence that led 
to their airest, and dissecting their 
'wo abortive attempts at, burglary. 
Jakkal bitterly blamed Sutar for 
having drunk too much alcohol be¬ 
fore their bid to rub the Kolhapur 
oil merchant Arvind Kashid. 

But the bickering is over. In Sep¬ 
tember 1978, W. N. Ipapat, Additional 
Sessions Judge, Pune, sentenced them 
all to death, on charges of entering 
into a t:riminal conspiracy and com¬ 
mitting 10 murders in cold blood. 
Thousands crowded the spacious 
court compound to hear the verdict. 
Uoadiug from a 300-pagc judgment, 
Bapat said, sumewliai dramaiicaily, 
“The accused never saw meadows 
but only graves, never saw stais but 
only oiuil. They learnt htlle about 
litc but much about death.’’ ’The 
“dtcuscu” were dressed mipeccably, 
4 s u.vual; they seemed to legard 
themselves as tolk heroes ol some 
soil. Jakkal is said to liave lost con- 
seiousiiess biieity aliei the senleiice 
\va^ pa.^}<d. Bui one in I'uiie who 
lias sluclied him .it close quarleis, 
says, "J.iKkal never loses conscious 
lu.. He deddis lo lose coidcioii.s- 
uess." 

V\liat turns a young man like 
J.ikkal into a cold-blooded, calculat¬ 
ing l.ii.ei Dois ii I on 111 hi.s hiuou.'’ 

Is it Ins gitl tioiu heredity, iiistalled 
111 his gcuelic code? Oi did he suiter 
a tiauiuatic knock on Ins head as a 
b.ihy, wliicli peinianenlli’ perverted 
tlial vital oigan? Was he the Victim 
ot abciiant dnomosomes, crooked 
endociinc glands, oi was lie jiisl rai.s- 
( d in a VICIOUS environment? 

It woulj be presumptuous lor any¬ 
one but a psyciiologisi who has made 
a detailed study ol Jakkal to attempt 
answus to these questions. What 
follows in this article, then, is not 
analysis or explanalion, but merely 
leii.iii iiuiiguiiig i.ieis .iboul JaK- 
kal’s life, which indicate that his 
mind and iniiei molivalions may be 
well worth a closer look. 

He wa.s hoin and hi ought up in 
one ot I’Liiie'.s most conge.sied locali¬ 
ties, Hudhvvarpetli'. His tattler Yalla 
,)pa .l.ikUal, boie Ihe seats that hie 
le.ive.s on .1 man who decides to lend 
lor liiinselt As .i young man, Yalla- 
PP,i liavelied to I'uno Iruiii .Satara 
(lisiiiet. Ins lioiiK', and taught linn- 
selt pliutogi.ipliy. Virtu,Illy lilting 
liiinseil up b\ the bootstiaps, he, 
liiiall.v .set up cl small studio in 
E.iUshmi Ba/.ii. .ind bouglit hnnselt 
a modest Hal on the third floor ol 
the s.iiiie building He maiiicd, and 


lathered live 

childieii—two sons 

and 

three daugliters. 

Jakkal was 

the 

vouiigest. 




Aieouling 

lo 

psychologists. 

tile 


(liild'., relationship with his pan-nts 
is ciiHial to Ills growHi. Ciiimiial 
teiulcni le.' iii.iy develop it he leels 
that they treated lion iiiijuslly, oi 


deprived him of love, money, or 
gifts. When Jakkal was arrested, he 
stated baldly that his father was to 
blame for turning him into a killer, 
by denying him love. Such a clear 
analysis of his own suhsconscious 
urgings, coming , from Jakkal him- 
scif, sounds carefully plotted rather 
than spontaneous. Besides, despite 
all his ranting, Jakkal still had no 
one to turn to lor help but bis 
lather; he demanded an audition 
with him. 

It was an unpleasant, shrill mee¬ 
ting. Jakkal was abusive, and accu¬ 
sed his father of wishing him dead. 
He demanded that he should sign 
over a p^rt of his properly to Jakkal, 
to pay tor the court charges. Yalla- 
ppej stormed out, .swearing he would 
have nothing to do with Uiis killer 
he had bred. Nevertheless, at the 
crunch, he did pay the Its 50,000 or 
.so winch Jakkal’s case cost. To raise 
the money, he even sold olf part of 
his property around Pune. Of course, 
he never attended the court hearings. 

My meeting with Jakkal’s lather 
was brief and ended pcreinploi ily. 
Ho came across to me as a highly 
cliarged, emotional individual, prone 
to tears and imbiidled outbursts ot 
temper One who has met him says 
that he wa- highly covetou.s of the 
re.spi‘ctabilitv he had won in one 
generation, and dreaded losing it in 
the next (.'onsequentlv, he ruled his 
hou.sehold with an iron hand. 

AHISII pink and blue 
walls give the approach 
to Yallappa’s Swastik 
Studio the l(H)k of a small 
town barbel shop. Lining 
the slaiivvay are old, sepia prints of 
C'OlU’ge alumni meets, luminaries of 
Pime, and unix-al, powder-puffed wo¬ 
men of marriageable age. I knocked 
on the door on the thiid floor, and 
after a pause, it opemed a crack. Ya- 
llappa Jakkal sIockI on the other side. 

His eyes were red-veined and bul¬ 
bous. 'I’he muscle of youth had tur¬ 
ned to flab on his hairy body, and 
be was balding, I got the impression 
•bat he might bang the door shut 
without saying a single word. 

"Who are you?" he demanded, in 
a hoarse •. oice. “What do you want?’’ 

1 made a gesture inquiring if 1 might 
enter, but the door did not budge. 

“I’rn trying to find out a few 
things about your son Jakkal...” I 
began. 

“He Ls not my son” he shouted, 
suddenly. "Do you understand that? 
He’s gone. I wash mv hands off him. 
Now will you plea.vc leave u.s alone?” 

“I am not reallv interested in the 
minders.. ’’ I continued, but the 
word .set olf a fresh torrent. 

“Murders'’’ he .shouted. “Don’t 
dare montion that word before me. 

If you arc a gentleman. Or I will 
call the cops.’’ 

“...as his lathT, you are the only 
(tie who lan tell me if there was 
anything redeeming about .your .son," 

I persi-sted. 

•'Nothing redeeming!” he shouted. 

'T don’t want to talk about him. do 
vou follow that?” He suddenly lowe¬ 
red his voice, and spoke in a quive¬ 
ring, but more controlled tone. 












itice all this Happened, my life is 
wreck. So caretuily built up, all 
ne now. My stall at the studio has 
t me. Our wmdowpanes are sma- 
sneo—people tnrow stones. My 

triends aon t greet me.*’ He witn- 
drew into some grieving recess of 
thougut. Ibi: dour bad uiiened a 
little wider, and 1 saw that Jakkal’s 
tatner v.ure a singiet and a tnm 
green cotton towel. Suddenly, as 
though rousing himself, he said, 
'Have 1 not told you to leave? So 
The door slammed shut 
1 bad hoped also to meet Suhasini, 
Jakkals sister. But my interlude 
with Yaliappa was dearly at an 
end. So tne next morning, 1 tra¬ 
velled to Ltmavla, an hour’s journey 
by train from Pune. Suhasini, a 
spinster, had chosen teaching as her 
vocation, and taught at a school 
here. By ail accounts, Jakkal vtas— 
or used to be—closer to her than 
anyone eise in his family. I hoped 
she might illuminate a lesser known 
siue ol his nature. 

The sdiooi’s authorities have been 
thoughtful to Suhasini, not ostrad- 
■ sing her for her brother’s crimes. 
Her pupils think well of her, for she 
is genue and kind-hearted. “She 
spends her own money to buy gifts 
for boys who do well,’’ one of her 
students toid me. 

Suhasini was in the middle of dau 
when she received news of her 


thers arrest, from one oi her pupils. 
It was some time before she grasped 
its full import. Then the tears came. 
She has still not quite recovered; 
the mention of Jakkal’s name reduces 
her to sobbing hts. She sat in Che 
empty staS room and spoke of her 
lost brother. 

"He was never like that”, she 
wept. ‘ He was so outstanding in 
school. He shone in sport. Every 
day, at bedtime, he would chat with 
me, and teil me all that he’d said, 
and done, and thought during the 
day. 1 cannot believe what he's done 
—somethmg must have possessed 
him. He can't have been himself.’’ 

"Were you as dose even after be 
Mined college?" 1 asked. 

'T took a Hat here in Lonavla for 
Rs 75 a month.’’ she spoke absently, 
not bearing my question. “He ua^ 
to sometimes drive down im his 
motorbike, and spend some days 
here...” 

“Alone?’’ I asked. 

“A few times. Sometimes his 
friends came too-4hose friends. He 
didnt like me to speak to them. Ho 
didn’t think it was correct for a girl 
to mix freeW with boys." 

“How did he pass the time in 
Lonavla?” 

"Oh, they talked. I suppose- I 
don’t know, I had my classes. But 
be liked to paint. Sometimes, he 
brought his canvases, and found a 




lonely spot on a bijl. and painted. 
He paimed landscapes," 

‘‘Did jou and he ever find time 
for conversation?” 

"We grew apart after be joined 
coUege,” she said a little sadly. "He 
was busy, he had his friends, and I 
was preoccupied with classes. We 
spoke less and less—but how could 
1 have guessed how much he’d 
changed?" A new paroxysm of aob- 
bing seized her. With an effort, she 
controlled it, and carried on. “He 
was very particular about how his 
sister behaved. I like Hindi films 
and see as many as I can; he consi¬ 
dered them a waste of time. He used 
to chide me, saying. ‘If you really 
love something so much, you should 
indulge yourself sparingly, or else 
you will grow tired through surfeit.’ 

“Did he enjoy music?” I asked. 

“He was a very sensitive boy,” 
she answered. “I still remember his 
favourite song—he would sing these 
two lines so often...”' 

Gharat hasre taare asta 

Mi pahu kashala naghakade?" 

Translated roughly, these lines 
mean. Why should I seek the stars 
in the sky, when I have them at 
home? This was a different Jakkal 
from the one newspapers knew; a 
man who liked to pamt alone on a 
hilltop; who relished the sentiments 
expressed in song; who believed in 
a frugal attitude toward pleasures. 
Somehow it did not match the image 
of a calculating brute killer. 

In Pune, 1 met Sumi Awchat, who 
had been in Jakkal’s class in the 
foundation course. Her husband. Su¬ 
bash, used to teach in the same 
college. Both of them confirm that 
when Jakkal was at work on his 
drawings, he was serious and utterly 
absorb^. “He had a good hand— 
not brilliant., but well above average.” 
attests Subash. “But his preoccu¬ 
pations took him further and fur¬ 
ther away from studies. We rarely 
saw him in class; his attendance was 
poor, and he fail^ once. He switdied 
to Commercial Art. but had the same 
problems there. In his second or 
third year, he dropped out of col¬ 
lege altogether.” 

“VVe used to avoid Jakkal,” says 
Sumi. “He was not attractive to 
girls, though he used to adopt an 
air of machismo to impress them.” 
But though the girls were unimpre- 
ss^. many others, including tha 
Piiucipal, D. K. Dengle. stood in awe 
oi Jakkal. “Dengle and Jakkal’s 
f.^or were friends,” says Subash. 
There was something more going 
On here than I can understand, be¬ 
cause Dengle was singularly reluc- 
iMt to dismiss Jakkal from college, 
though he made it very dear that he 
lid not like him. and wished him 
out. He finally dismissed him only 
when the order came from higher 

'ip’». 


E 


NCE, Dengle sent a note 
to Jakkal summoning him 
to his office. Jakkal pas¬ 
sed word back that no 
one, including the Prind- 
to order him 


pal, could presume to oraer mm 
about. Dengle, affronted, took him¬ 
self to the art dass, and called out 


to Jakkal. Without looking up from 
his work, Jakkal bellowed, in a voice 
that froze the Prindpal in his tracks 
“OUT!” 

Subash was among the few tea¬ 
chers who could handle Jakkal when 
he was rampant. He particularly re¬ 
members an inddent at the annual 
faculty picnic, to an elevated spot 
known as Amrutanjan Point, dose 
to Pune. 

“Jakkal was always daiming to 
have money problems.” says Subasb. 
“It was one of his favourite topics. 
He said five rupees was too much 
to pay for the picnic, and refused to 
come along. But his purpose was not 
to miss the picnic but to draw atten¬ 
tion to himself. Just as we reached 
Amrutanjan Point, he drove up on 
his motorbike. He must have spent 
more than five rupees on petrol." 

Jakkal proceeded straight to the 
plateau, where the students had sett¬ 
led themselves, and made to Join 
them. One of the professors, P. C. 
Kauible, who thought no good ot 
Jakkal, accosted him and ordered 
him away. 

“Who do you think you are?” re¬ 
torted Jakkal. “Do you own this 
land?” 

A boy in the crowd, safe in the 
obscurity of numbers, shouted an 
obscenity at Jakkal. Jakkal at once 
drew a knife. “Which...said that?” 
he yelled. The professors back^ 
away, and quiet fell over the picnic. 
Jakkal stalked through the a'owd, 
demanding, “Who said that? Step 
out here, and repeat that to my 
face’.” 

Just then. Subash ambled up. He 
quickly sized up the situation, and 
strode up to Jakkal. Talking quiet^ 
but hrmly, he disarmed him witira 
a few minutes. Then be took him 
aside for a chat To his surprise, 
Jakkal broke down and started cry¬ 
ing. “Everyone rejects me,” vyailed 
Jakkal. “I’m not wanted in class.- 
The Principal would like to see me 
out of the college. My parents aon’t 
care where I am or what I do. I’m 
no good to anyone. I’m no good.” 
The outburst was as brief as it was 
unexpected. Jakkal quickly recover¬ 
ed his normal spirits and drove ofi. 

On March 24, 1977, Jagtap and 
Sutar met Subash after an art exam, 
and congratulated him on his having 
become a father recently. Subash 
remembers that the two were dressed 
in black, and had vermilion on their 
foreheads, a sign that they had pray¬ 
ed before attending the exam. No¬ 
thing in their demeanour indicated 
that they had been up till 4.30 am 
ttm previous night. From their rela¬ 
xed manner, it was impossiUe to 
guess that they, with Jakkal and 
Munwar Sha, had killed Anil Go- 
kbale only the previous night 

Anil’s remains the most curious 
of Jakkal's murders, though i^ice 
found enough evidence to impucate 
him. However, several questions 
remain niggling, and unanswered. 
Jakkal knew Anil only casually; he 
was a much closer friend of Anil’s 
elder brother, Jayant On March 23. 
he visited the Gokhale’s bouse look¬ 
ing for Jayant—^whether intending 
murder or not, it is uncertain. But 


Jayant was at a friend's house, pre¬ 
paring for an examination in saeen 
printing the next day. .\nil, who was 
home, volunteer^ to accompany Ja¬ 
kkal to Alka Talkies, wnere be 
guessed Jayant might have gone for 
an errand—and made the costliest 
mistake of his life. Jakkal had appa¬ 
rently decided that since the elder 
brother was out, the younger one 
would have to do. About two hours 
later. Ana’s body was at the bottom 
of the Mula-Mutha river. 

More baffling, it seems that till 
about 8.30 that night, Jakkal had 
been in readiness to go to Thane, to 
have a tooth problem attended to by 
a dentist. But he appears to have 
made a last minute cnauge of plan 
at Sutar's house, and decided that 
it was a night for murder instead. 
Hiis Kself was uncharacteristic of 
Jakkal. for his crimes were usually 
methodically and patiently planned, 
and meticulously carried out. 

I met Jayant in Pune, and asked 
him if he might not have been Jak- 
kaTs actual target. “1 don’t know,” 
he replied. “Perhaps I was. By the 
way, 1 should explain that Jakkal 
was not a friend of mine. No one 
was more surprised than I, when he 
came to my house at 1.30 that night, 
after killing ray brother.” 

Jayant is a slim, somewhat wan, 
young man with an angular face. He 
remembers March 25 well. As be 
drove up to his house on his scooter, 
be heard Anil’s Alsatian Rommel 
baying. This was unusual, for Rom¬ 
mel was a quiet dog. Outside the 
wicket gate of the house, Jayant 
spotted Jakkal and his three friends 
lurking, just as the house lights 
came on. His father, apparently not 
asleep, threw open the door, and 
demanded with some irritatioiv “What 
time is this to come home? Where 
have you been? And where’s Anil? 
I thought be was returning with 
you?” Jayant parked his scooter and 
entered the house, arguing with his 
father. In the - confusion, the four 
young men slipped in behind him. 

Inside the house, a short, uncom¬ 
fortable silence followed. Then Jak¬ 
kal asked innoaiously, “By the way. 
where i» Anil?” 

“I don’t know,” snapped Jayant. 
“He left here with you. you should 
know.” 

There was another odd silence. 
Sutar. Jagtap, and Munwar Sha 
were murmuring to each other, ex¬ 
changing secretive smiles. This struck 
Jayant as odd. for Jagtap was usu¬ 
ally the garrulous one. and Jalwal 
the more reserved. Clearly, tonight 
was somehow different, and Jakkal 
was in charge. 

Finally, Jayant said Iwusquely, 
“What do you fellows want, at this 
time of iiight? It’s nearly two and 
I’m tir^." 

Jakkal gestured that h« would 
like to discuss something confiden¬ 
tial with Jayant. A little impatiently 
Jayant took him into a study, where 
Jakkal said, “Actually, it’s about my 
wedding. You know. I’m engaged. I 
want you to design a special, moaern 
wedding card for me.” 

“At this time of night?” Jayant 
burst out incredulously. “Your mar- 
Coni.nued on p.)ge 25 
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riage can’t wait till tomorrow morn¬ 
ing?” 

"Well, no,” replied Jakkal, un¬ 
ruffled. "It’a a rush job.” 

There was some more aimW* 
conversation, then the four left. Ja- 
yant could not make any sense of it 
—till much later, when the body 
floated up. “I can only guess that he 
came to establish an alibi for him- 
•self. Twice, he asked me where Anil 
was, as though he was truly concer¬ 
ned.” 


AD Jakkal grown reck¬ 
less in his success? Per¬ 
haps. Some of the latest 
studies in criminology 
indicate that one trait of 
the crrmlnal mind is superoptimism. 
The aiminal, in the days and hours 
before the crime, convinces himself 
beyond doubt that the crime will 
succeed and he will not be caught. 
He uses a mental process called a 
“cutoff”, to block out completely 
fears that might otherwise prevent 
him from committing the crime. 

This observation is from a most 
controversial study by Samuel Yo- 
chelson and Stanton Samenow, two 
crimonologists. For 16 years, they 
studied some 240 criminal patients 
at Saint Elizabeth Hospital in Wa-. 
shington DC, spending hundreds of 
hours with each of them, and as 
many as 8,000 hours with a few. 
Then, from more than a quarter of 
a million pages of notes, they drew 
a startling conclusion : there is such 
a thing as a criminal personality. Even 
though it may not be innate, it exists 
from a very early age. For the most 


part, upbringing and surroundings 
only foster it, but do not create it. 

The authors identihed 52 "errors 
of thinking” that characterised the 
crimmal persoiulity. He “can com¬ 
mit brutal acts, without a twinge of 
conscience, and yet continue to be¬ 
lieve that he is-"a good person". He 
rinds the restraints of responsible 
living unacceptable, and even con¬ 
temptible. He disregards other peo¬ 
ple's rights to live safely, but de¬ 
mands that others show him the ut¬ 
most consideration ... Untrustworthy 
himsell, he demands that others 
trust him. If he happens to earn 
others’ trust, he exploits it.” 

Samenow and Yocbeison found 
five traits prominent in the criminals 
they interviewed, and they seem to 
be comparable to several aspects of 
Jakkal’s personality. It is important 
to mention here that no qualified 
psychiatric study of Jakkal has been 
attempted, and this one is not a 
substitute. Samenow and Yochelson’s 
paper is itself the subject of a con¬ 
troversy. 

Extreme fearfulness. They say 
that the criminal mind is virtually 
consumed by fears, small and large, 
real and imagined, ranging from 
heights, water, or closed spaces, to 
ph.vsical injury, death, and most in¬ 
teresting, any event that implied 
"rejection or put down”. There is 
only a little evidence to indicate that 
Jakkal may haye had a morbid fear 
of water. Subasini states that he 
hated water from an early age and 
never learnt to swim. 

Extreme and persistent anger. 
"fhe criminal is chronically angry— 
even as he walks down the street 


it is most dangerous when it is not 
on the surface. Anger is as basic to 
his personality as the iris is to the 
eye.” 

Everyone who knew Jakkal attests 
to his wrath. He expressed it power¬ 
fully, to control and subdue those be 
dealt with. But the most evocative 
picture of Jakkal in a temper comes 
from Jay ant. "Sometimes, while we’d 
be sitting at Hotel Vishwa, drinking, 
tea, I’ve noticed him lose his cool,” 
be says. "It was a chilling sight He 
goes very very still and quiet Hia 
face becomes absolutely expression¬ 
less. He does nothing at all, but you 
get a feeling of solid danger.” 

Zero State, “Criminals trequently 
go through periods when they are 
convinced that they are absolutely 
worthless, and that their situation m 
lite is hopeiess.-.Ratner than 
ring fiat, inert, and despairing, 
is blazing with anger.” TlK only in¬ 
stance ot such thoughits in Jakkal 
is his outburst oi tears during the 
picnic at Amnitanjan Point and bis 
remark, "I’m no good.” 

Lnmmol Pride. The aiminal per¬ 
sonality is able to wrench himlself 
out ot his depressive hts by sheer 
force of will, and replace it with an 
extremely and inflexibly high eva¬ 
luation of himself. This aiminal 
pride usually pertains to questions 
of "manhood’', and a belief that one 
can conquer all obstacles and cha¬ 
llenges, espedaily those involving 
women. 

At one time, Jakkal apparently cla¬ 
imed to have been carrying on affairs 
with 17 girls simultaneously. His 
claims are not supported by the des¬ 
criptions others give. He seems rather 



No swimmer, he silently sank, and surfaced a few moments 
later, spluttering and flailing. 
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The accused' were dressed impeccably, as usual, 
and seemed to regard themselves as folk heroes 
of some sort. 


to have been shunned by women. 
During his year of crime, be nego¬ 
tiated with and got engaged to a girl 
living in Vartak Ashram, Pune. 
Apart from this, he seems not to 
have bad any known “aff,airs”< 
Superoptimism. Jakkal and bis 
friends had a strong at^ty to “cut 
off” thoughts of the consequences of 
their crimes. On December 1, 1976, 
they committed the live murders 
that electrified Pune, and brought 
the crimes into the national news. 
Breaking into Smruti, a private bun¬ 
galow, they garrottM a respected 
Sanskrit scholar of 86. Kasninath 


Shastri Abhyankar; his aged wife. 
Indirabai; their grgpdson Dha- 
nanjay; their grand-daugbter Jai; and 
an old retainer, Sakubai. Huey left 
with over Rs 25,000 w<wth of jewe¬ 
llery and valuables. 

Later, Jakkal boastfully described 
their actions after the murders. They 
had strolled down to an Irani cate 
called G<x>d Luck, and eaten a hearty 
dinner. Then they had returned to 
the Abhyankars’ bungalow, and join¬ 
ed the spectator crowd at the gate. 
Jakkal even claimed that they had 
attended the funeral a few days 
later. Be apparently had an extra¬ 
ordinary capacity to watc^ the after- 
math of bis crimes without being 
distorbed by his own role in them. 

He has had mord than a year in 
solKary confinement in Yerwada pri¬ 
son to review his past and ocmtem- 
plate his future. It seems that he is 
still “cut off” from a complete un- 
Mrst^ing of his deeds. A remark 
in a letter be wrote to his defence 
counsel last Diw^, shows s strikiag 
mw development in his thinking. 

• ■■Everyone is subject to changes” 
he wrote. “I want you to know that 
whatever 1 did, dod dM through 
me. g 
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I Temple cathedral 

By SAHASRAGSHU KANTA ACHARYA 

QATISH Grover has rendered yeoman’s service to an 
O increasingly widening circle of discerning tourists, 
students and the general reader. His book constitutes a 
useful guide to some of the basic problems of Buddhist 
and Hindu architecture and gives an insight as well as 
an understanding into the evolution of architectural 
design and formulae of this perjod. So much historic 
and academic knowhow has been poured into this mould 
that it is lefreshing to find a readable book that is 
t dedicated to both the scholar and the lay reader. 

? Of course, Mr Grover’s tirades against petty Brah- 
f mins like us, who peep about the colossus of our own 
I bogies and who built merely for self-glorification, are 
i amusing. Take for example the author’s assertions that 
f the Urahmins “diverted the attention of the ever-suffering 
il cuminoner from his daily woes to promises of a blissful 
' existence through the worship of the expanding Hindu 
pantheon”, or {in reference to Khajuraho) “the Brahmin 
having earned his due from performing the marriage 
ctMcniony posted erotica on his temples to ensure conti¬ 
nued indulgence by the novice couple’’, or that the “art 
Ilf building was not going to be an exception to the 
“Brahmins merciless Iron web’’. However, immediately 
alter berating the “Brahmin’s iron web” the author 
cannot but acknowledge that the success of the web is 
“buine out by the high quality of Indian temple building 
activity through the centuries”. His views are obviously 
slanted and calculated to arouse the ire of this section of 
the community whose contribution to the texture of 
Indian history is immeasurable. One cannot help but 
feel that the author has been fed on old wives’ tales of 
north Indian Puritanism! 

Starting from the paraphernalia of urban life generated 
by the Indus Valley Civilisation, the book traces the 
development of the permanent architecture of the stupas 
and toranas of the Buddhists, which was inspired largely 
by the timber and other folk forms of the cailicst Aryan 
settlements in the Indo Gangetic Plain. After looking 
at the “seeds of a nationwide revival of Brahminism” 
which were sown under the aegis of the Guptas the book 
traces the story of many Brahmins and Hindu aaftsmen 
in search of an appropriate Hindu shrine. This search, 
research and early experimentation in places like Aihole, 
Badami, Bhitargaon and Mahabalipuram ultimately gave 
rise to what Satish Grover refers to as “the temple 
cathedrals ’ of Tanjore, Khajuraho and Konarak. In doing 
so he also manages to give us an insight io the art of 
rock carving and cutting which gave a unique slant. 

Orissa, the author says^ “is yet another example of the 
crafty collusion whereby the king and priest ruled over 
a people (who^were quite content to live in hovels and 
in mean habitations, but for the houses of gods they 
would shun neither expenditure nor labour.” But more 
substantial answers are to be found in the graphics in 
the. book. For instance, the evolution of the crystalline 
form of the Buddhist stupa from a humble funeral mound, 
or the birth of the Shikhara and the Vimana by the 
applications of rigid geometry to rural forms, or the re¬ 
volutionary concept of the square to the star-like profiles 
ot the Halebid capital, and the resultant temple of Cbanna 
Ke.shva at Belur and Somnathpur Ey Janaka Acharya 
during the 12th century, give us adequate explanations 
and a satisfying sense of their design. The purity of 
<<csign again, of the Meenakshi temple at Madurai is 
given a reasonable analysis. The author, however, does 
niake an attempt to isolate the rather obtuse “theories” 
I'f Hindu architecture in which “formulae are drawn up 
|o indicate bow the thickness of a wall or span between 
yie columns of a temple was to be determined from the 
day or time when construction commenced...the caste of 
4 k ™ajor donor and even the position of the stars In 
ine sky”. At the same time it is equally surprising 
Jo leam that almost all the. apparent “erotica” of Hindu 
Jcmplcs is derived from “the magic of the square”, which 
the Hindu symbolised “stability rather than mobility” 
as implied in the circle of the Buddhist stupa or Leonardo 
oa Vinci’s man in a circle, 

Architecture of India ; Buddhist and Hindu, by 
Satish Grover (Vikas, Rs 125* 
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Have ytni ever wondered whether 
your toothpaste is giving your teeth 
the ]irotection they need ? Maybe it 
isn’t. That’s why you should look at 
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gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
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Macleans fights destructive 
acids harder 

bcl'tover fooil particles in your inontli 
produce acids that destroy tooth enamel. 
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den*onstratc that the acid-neutralising 
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How did Poornima die ? 


(;ii;NL OIK!: 'rinec men 
arc drinking wilii a viva¬ 
cious younii woman at 
the National Sixiits Club 
of India m Delhi. Tne 
woman gulps down her diink-s fa-ster 
than the men. and .smokes continu¬ 
ously. Soon, all glasses arc einptierl 
It is 7 pm. clusiiie time for liquor 
shops in Delhi, liut the men anil 
woman want more liguoi. So they 
decide to (to to th<' Dellii-l aridabad 
brrrder and buy a bottle ol whi-skv 
Even this is emptied all too soon, 
the. woman doing most of the 
drinking. 

Scene two. It is almost midnight. 
The three men and the woman drivi- 
to “(.ulati's", a restauiant in the 
Pandara Hoad m.iikel While the 
men etilei the eating place, the wo¬ 
man stays back in the car. relu.sing 
to get down. ‘‘I am not a whore. I 
will mil go in . ” she .sluiiit.s Finally. 
alter imuh persuasion ■-he agiecs to 
aitoinpaiiv the men Aaothei heated 
argunieiu follows The woman ehaii- 
ges hei mind, and the loursome 
leave The time is .iboiit 12.30 a.in 
Ihe shouting diaws ihe attention 
of the waiters and otiier ciistonieis. 
hut iiiosi choose to i!ismis.s it as 
.mothoi ol the usual diuiiken brayvls. 

Scene lliree Ihe tluizon Hoad 
aparlmeiit.s look dark iiiid desolate. 
Due ol tile three men gel olf the 
c.ir on Cui^on Road to letch ciga 
reties I'l.e pallshop tines not haye 
his lavomite biaiul. India Kings, 
S') he takes a tasi to Connaught 
Plaie to gt;t them Meanwhile, tHe 
other lyvo men dri\e into the Cur- 
ion Hoad apaitments' (ompouml. 
The g.itein III at the hanier gate 
notes the time. It l^ 12 10 a.in. The 
yvoiiiaii Is .siIII quail t iling yvilh one 
ol the men. 

Stene tom ; A womair.s scieam 
shatters Ihi; sileiio- Mnmi'iil.s later, 
the g.iieinan at the biiniei lieai's a 
heavy thud U is .i iitlie at'.ei I.IO 
am. Iho scieain biiiigs choyvkidar.s 
stuirying to the serne Wnniows 
open in manv ol the aPtUtmenls. A 
crowd collects to .see wiiat has hap¬ 
pened. 

Not inoie than scscii minutes 
alter the scream was hetiKl, a gicon 
Ambassador sneaks up to the hai¬ 
rier. The. guteinan stops the lai. He 
notices It IS the same car that diove 
through at 12.40 a.m He tolls the 
two men m the car to wait till the 
cause of the woman's .scream is in¬ 
vestigated I'hc moil get out and 
stait shouting at the galemaii. One 
of them says. "I am a ‘Minister 
and he i3 a Member ol Parliaineiit. 
We don’t know about any scream. 
Let us go, yve have urgent business.' 
The, gateman refii.sc.s to give way. 

One ol the men then asks the 
g.iteinan if he i an go and relievo 
hiiiisoH. biiice Ihe car is in the tsnn 
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AJOY BOSt investigates 



Poorninro Sinijli 


pound, the gateman permits him to 
cross the bariier. Before he can bat 
an eyelid, the surprised chowkidar 
secs that the man, instead of relic 
ving himself, has taken to his heels 
and disappeared into the darkness. 

Mcanwniie, the cnowkidars ..nd 
residents wno have collet ted in tt.e 
compound spot a huad.ed tiguic ly¬ 
ing on the pavement near tue rear 
corner of the ' L" block ot apart¬ 
ments. A closer look snows it to be 
the body ol a woman, clad in a 
snitcar and Kamcez. The kameez is 
torn, exposing tne woman's belly 
and left bieast. Tliere are deep brui¬ 
ses on Ixith iiie beliy and breast. 
Her taco too has a number of biui- 
scs. blood IS ootiiig from her no.se 
and the back ot her head. She is 
obviousiv dead. 

White the iTowd is busy inspecting 
the body, tiic other man starts mo 
ying towards it. On coming near the 
body, he miinibles someti.mg to 
himself and then suddenly, like his 
companion, starts running. With the 
choyvkidars and the crowd giving 
chase, the man jumps over the Cur- 


zon Hoad apartment gates and tries 
to overpower a passing cyclist. The 
cyclist puts up a struggle and in the 
melee that follows, tne man is 
caught. He is also roughed up a 
little in the process, in spite of loud 
protestations that he is a "Menibei 
of Parliament 

While, the aowd is^ roughing up 
the rntn, his companion return.s 
in a taxi after having gut his ciga¬ 
rettes. Seeing the crowd, he too does 
a quick disappearing act. 

Scene live : Home Minister Zaii 
Singh is rung up late at night. A 
few minutes later Delhi Police Chief 
P. S. Bhindci’s phone nng.s. The 
police chief arrives a.t the Cnizon 
Hoad apartments by 2.30 am ttie 
same night. A sleepy ptsycliiati ist is 
dragged out ol bed at 3 am to iden¬ 
tity the woman whose body was 
found. He. deilare.s her to be g psy 
chiatric patient ot his wlio suffered 
from ''suicidal lendeuries”. 

UCII was the drama he- 
liind the de^th in the 
cany hours of I’ridav, 
March 28 of Poornima 
Singh, wife of a senioi 
Punjab Police officer. The man who 
was caught is none other tiian Deven- 
drj Singh Gaicha, a leading Indira 
Congress Member of Parliament. One 
ot the biggest landowners of his con¬ 
stituency, Ludhiana, Garcha was a 
top contender for the Chief Minister- 
ship of Punjab. Elected thrice as 
Member of Parliament, Garcha's 
name was the first to be announced 
by the Congress (D when the results 
of the January mid-tcrin polls were 
broadcast.’ (Many TV viewers will re¬ 
call seOing his face on the screen). 
The man who said he wanted to re¬ 
lieve Kimself and ran away instead, 
was another Congress (1) personage, 
Baibir bingh, the former Health- Mini¬ 
ster of Punjab and a nephew of Sar- 
dar Swaan Singh. Baibir Singh was 
also one of the_ leading Punjab Con¬ 
gress H) politicians and was sure to 
get a post in the Punjab Cabinet 
after the Assembly election. The 
third man who had gone to get ciga¬ 
rettes was Brahm Mahender, general 
seaetary of the Punjab Congress (I). 
The woman whose body was found 
was Mrs Poornima Singh, the 27-vear- 
old wife of Bhatinda’s senior 
Superintendent of Police. Sarab.joet 
Singh, an old friend of G.ncha. 

Poornima’s mysterious death Ls per¬ 
haps one of the mast sensational in 
the histurv of crime In Delhi. Al¬ 
though the police with the signi¬ 
ficantly willing help of Poornima 
Singh's husband and relatives have 
tried their best to dismis.s the whole 
affair as a "simple suicide", too 
manv questions remain unrn'wered. 

Firstly what was the exact rela¬ 
tionship between Devendra Singh 









G«rd»t •nd PooTJdm* 8ln«h? Accor 
jing to tiarcha, he was “only looWng 
-after’’ Poornima bemuse her husband 
toW him to do so. The strain^ rela¬ 
tions between Poomima and her haB- 
band, however, raise doubts about ner 
relationship with Garcba. AcoQ]:dlng 
to her friends and rdatives, within 
a few years of her marriage to Sarah- 
jeet Singh, Poomhna had grown 
tired of living in Punjab and vfanted 
a faster and merrier life. She had 
taken to alcohol and smoking, which 
her husband disaK»x>ved of, particu¬ 
larly because be was a Sikh. 

The unhappy relationship between 
husband and wife is evfalent from 
one particular incident; One day Sa- 
rabjeet Singh took Poornima out to 
the Chinois Ni|^ Club in tbe Oberoi 
Intercontinental in Delhi. Poornima 
as usual, smoked continuously. Sarab- 
jeet Singh repeatedly asked his wife 
to stop smoiung, but she ignored 
him. After a while. Poomima went 
to the toilet leaving her liidi^ed ciga¬ 
rette on the ashtray. When she came 
back Poornima found that her hus¬ 
band had stubbed it out. Furious, 
the woman, slapped her husband in 
public and flew into a tantrum. The 
(ouple hod to leave the night club 
hurriedly. 

As the years passed by, the couple 
were increasingly estranged. Poor- 
niraa was often missing for days tb- 
sether from her husband’s house. 
Because, she was young and beauti¬ 
ful, Poornima h^ enough friends 
willing to take her out. However she 
became increasingly petulant and 
irate. Her husband had paid for her 
visits to a number of psychiatrists 
who did not find very much wrong 
with her except that she was a high¬ 
ly-strung young woman who had tak¬ 
en to drinking heavily. According to 
some friends, Poomima was essen¬ 
tially in need of constant attention 
and would get very upset if some¬ 
body ignored her. 

There are varying reports on when 
Poornima met the slim and dapper 
Gardia but since the latter was an 
old friend of her husband, it is likely 
that the two knew each other for 
<iuite some time. Thore are reports 
that Garcha had an affair with Poor- 
nima for the last few years and even 
promised to marry her. Garcha him¬ 
self strong^ denies this. 

Whatever the tmth is, one thing 
is (itifte clear. When Poomima came 
to Delhi in March this year, she 
chose to stay in the flat where Gar¬ 
cha stayed with a bachelor journalist- 
friend of his, and not with her sister 
and brother-in-law. It was only two 
days latei that she moved to her 
.sister's flat. The fact that the two 
stayed together in the houto without 
another woman is strange for a man 
and woman involved in a platonic 
relationship. So is the fact that Poor¬ 
nima drank with Garcha and his 
tnends. Secondly, the very fact that 
Garcna ran aww from tae spot and 
did not stay hack to investigate 
tbe deeth ot one he deacribed ,aa ’’an 
Old ti lends wife" itself arousw sus¬ 
picion. None of the three Punjab 
Gungresj (i) leaders could later ex¬ 
plain iheir curwus behaviour on the 


nignt Poomima fell to her death. 
What were toey a&aid oft Surety 
not a routine suickle enquiiyT 

Thirdly, Garcha cannot exirfain 
wnat he and Baibir Singh did in the 
mystenous gap of time between 12.40 
am wnen tney reached the apart¬ 
ments and MO am, wnen Poornima 
screamed. In nis statement to the po¬ 
lice, Garcna said that tney dropped 
Poormma at the entrance of the 
apartment block and dkl not go up 
with her in the lift. Wnat then were 
they doing for the whole of 30 minu- 
tesV 

Fourthly, the police theory that 
Poornima jumped to her death from 
(he eigiith floor, wbc\'« tier sister and 
brother-in-law stay, naa a seiious 
loopnole. Just below the eighth floor 
ba.coay from wnere Poornima is said 
to have jumped, tnere are two large 
IV antennas iutting out from tbe 
sixth and nfth floor. Anybody who 
Ifeli or jumped from toe balconies 
above would inevitably hit the ante¬ 
nnas; but these were undisturbed. 
The only two ways Jn which Poor 
mma could avoid the antennas are 
eitner by being thrown clear off tbe 
baicony, or by climbing the toree- 
foot-high railing and leaping clear. 
. For a wmnan less than five feet tall, 
' climbing the slippery rounded railing 



of the balcmiy would be quite a diffi¬ 
cult teat And if she wore high-heel 
shoes, as Poomima dM, this would, 
seem near-impossible. 

ITiese points that must be conside¬ 
red—even if one ignores the fact 
that a person who commits suicide 
normally does not duten bar hand* 
bag in )ier hand as well. 

The contradictions between the 
statements of her sister and broUier 
iu-law and the police version of Poor- 
nima’s death, are also intriguing. 
While the police daimed that Pooi- 
nima had suicidal tendendes and 
took the trouble of contacting her 
psychiatrist at 3 am in the morning 
to prove their point, Foomima’s siv 
ter Chandralekha said that her sister 
was just a "‘happy-go-lucky’’ girl. 
Later of course, tbe police announced 
that all of Poornima’s relatives had 
given an identicml statement—that 
she was suffering from “endogenous 
aepression" ami that she had “suid- 
dal tenaendes" 


The role of the police in the whido 
episoae has been shameful. From the 
very beginning, the police had beeu 
plugging the ‘‘suicide theqw and 
imposed a complete news-blackout 
enterprising reporters. The v^ fact 
that the police Chief P. S. Bhlnder 
was on the case from 2.ro in the 
morning is indication that the police 
were treating the Heath of Poornima 
as a top-priority case and were trea¬ 
ding with care. ,, 

A number of disturbing rep<^ 
about the incidcat drculatcd in the 
capital which both the police, Gardia 
and the other Indira Congressmen 
involved, rrfused to (xirrobornte. One . 
of them is that Poornima had bewrae 
a nuisance both to her husband aa 
wdl as Garcha and neither knew 
hgw to deal with her. Therefore this 
could very well be a motive for f(et- 
ting rid of Poomima. ■ Another POw 
biluy is that Poornima Singh might 
have been thrown from the fourth 
floor whiii is below the TV antennas. 
A Hat on the fourth floor of the E 
block of the Curzon Road apartments 
is reportedly occupied by a friend 
of Brahm Mahender. one of those 
involved in the case. 

The show-cause notice issued by 
the Indira Congress to Garcha and 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi^ or¬ 
ders for a probe into the incident 
mean that Garcha’s political career 
must take a plunge for the moment. 
So will that of his other colleagues 
involved in the incident. Bslblr 
Singh's name has already been tsken 
off the Punjab election committee 
and Brahm Mahender Is likely to be 
removed soon from the general secre¬ 
taryship. There are also many ene* 
mips of Garcha in the Party who 
will not let Mrs Gandhi forget tlw 
incident. The detailed coverage « 
(he ca.se in Yashpal Kapoor’s National 
lU'rald and later an editorial con¬ 
demning; Garcha, are indication that 
many in the Congress (I) are happy 
about his discomfiture. .... 

Whatever turn Garcha's political 
future takes, it is highly unlike y 
that the Government would nctiially 
rewal the full details of how Pooi^ 
niimi Singh <Iie<l. ■ 
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Engineering trouble 
atBombayllT 


J Who is to blame ? 



in Bombay 


O N tbv «urf«cc 'Of UUflCa the reo- 
pening of the Indian Institute 
of Technologv in phases b^een 
March 31 and April 7, 1980 is decep¬ 
tively peaceful l^t. the underlying 
discontent of the students cannot be 
UQ<terestimated. In fact, Director D. 
K. Oe will probably hnd his troubles 
, have only begun. The Bombay 111 
was closed down for the first time in 
its 20-year old history on March 7, 
after the Director was ceremooious- 
ly escorted by the police from a 
peaceful gherao by over 600 students 
of the Institute on March 7. The 
2,400 students from the 10 hostels 
were given three days to Move out 
of the hostels, the outstation ' and 
foreign students were accomodated 
on the neighbouring NITIE campus. 
Tte immediate provocation for this 
action was the gherao M Director D. 
.K- -De by the students. These 
students were expressing their sym¬ 
pathy with four students who had 
gone on hunger strike protesting 
against their being asked to leave 
■the Institute for not meoting the In¬ 
stitute’s academic requiremeqt$. Coll- 
eague.s of these students thought this 
actiem unfair. As one of them ex^ain- 
ed: “Taking the criteria that the, au¬ 
thorities apply in the grading system, 
36 


384 of the 1,484 under-graduates are 
deficient in their performance’^ 'na 
students' magazine Techaik commen- 
ted; “If the Institute takes crb^t.for 
4he 'brilliant' student, why does it 
treat the deficient student so ghabbi- 
]y when he is a product of the same 
system f Of the four, one ' has 
spent only one year in the Institute, 
whereas there are many students in 
the.third, fourth and fifth year class¬ 
es with as many as 20 subjects as 
iMcklog. This particular stud^t had 
a high all-India rank in thek joint en¬ 
trance examination and had every 
chance of improvement if corrective 
measures were taken. The faculty ad¬ 
viser of the student stood ntlf^y be¬ 
hind him. The two forejgii ,itlwenM' 
and one scheduled caste Student were 
admitted with the knowledge of their 
being weak students and there is no 
point in complaining on that score. 
No additional help was given to them 
besides telling them from time , to- 
time that they are defident.'' The 
scheduled caste stiidentShave a pro- 
olem becau-se of their cultural back¬ 
ground and this is evident In the ex¬ 
perience at the Institute. Of the 181 
scheduled caste students adnuftad - 
between 1975-78 there aro*. only '9S 
Jeff’. ■■ 


A fourth year BtTetd* student. Aloy-. 

t pefltto in the 
^inbay High CtMrt and, sitbiAtted 
that, the Dirnctor was no mithority in 
law to take-g deuisioa to dose the 
Ina^tuteaiid ftudents having aubmitt- 
ed an apwgy. no <iisturhed situation 
existed- Yet the Director went ahead 
with the cloaure. He also atated that 
the Director** actions were Mala fide 
as km iganted to ta^le Slle^ irre¬ 
gularities in room, allotment, those 


stiMents _ 
and wmnen ahd al 


in drinking, drugs 
the so called ex¬ 


tremist elements on the eSmpus. 

Meanwhile the Director aonounced 
that be was opening the Institute and 
that all students individually would 
have to sign a declaratim stating 
that; 1) I reaffirm “to abide Iw the 
rules and nooeot the discipline of 
the Institute: 2) I not join any 
coerdve agitation for the purpose of 
forcing the hands of the authorities 
to solve any proUgm: 3) I will not 
participate in any activity which has 
a tendency to disturb the peace and 
orderly lite in the campus and 4) I 
will co-operate with the Institute au¬ 
thorities iu maintaining discipline, 
academic standards and good order 
in the campu*’*- *^e guardians had 
to .sign a separate dedaration which 
says “I have seen the above under¬ 
taking given hv my ward and IJwill 
endeavour to use my good offices 
with my ward to do his/her best to 
observe the uAdertsking given 
above." 

Aloysius Rego went to Court for 
the second time with a petition daim- 
ing that the INrector oi the Institute 
was no authority jn law to frame rules 
of discipline wMdi can only be done 
by VI ordinadoe issued by rae senate. ‘ 
He also contended that the dauses 
of the bond were vague and unlawful - 
and rests arbitrary and unguiddi in 
the Director and tends to violate the. 
fuiMamental rights under Article 
19 of the institution of Iwlia. Rego 
pra.yed for an order to allow him to ■ 
continue his studies unconditionally, - 
signing the boodv The students have ‘ 
been directed to sign the bond under 
protest, without prejudice to their 
right to challenge its legality and 
validity. 

Perhaps most of the students will 
sign the bond because they are inte- 
rested in pursuing their studies. The !. 
Dir^or has won- the first round of 
tlie battle. . But,.to* will oer- ;^ 

tainly conttnu* beoutse the problems^ 
are much deeper. 'The underlying, 
problems of the students lies in the ^ 
atmosphere of th*. campus and the) 
apathy of .the (uubdritles to students 
problems. ... 

In a lettei* dated *B.11.78 a senate 
member noted; “Before feeling indi- ■ 
gnant at students, the senate should 
ponder as te what extent the present ^ 
administration .is ftts^sihle^for ^is^i 
developintm ‘ Oqaviiooal itrithigs in4 
thdt studeflto'fii 
notice maaipulatloB and double band- .' 
ling of students*^ affairs. It wouM bej' 



















a $»i tl&u tf ttN) academidam ootw 
atituting & aenata ahy away fmn a 
full range diadiaaion of tneae gtarisa 
inddeota and dielr effect M atudentaV 
behaviour". He further goea on to 
aay: "In the aenate meeting of 
20.1.7B to juatify the preastng need 
for aenate action, examplea of atu 
dents’ indiscipline were cited, one of 
which was supposed to be drlnkinji 
liquor. It is very unfortunate that 
the senate wad not given time to 
ponder over such delinbuendes. How 
the present adminstratlon of the In> 
atituto can aitidse any lapse on the 
part of students when It permitted 
and participated in the drinking ro' 
vclry with eX'«tudents on the Alumni 
Day in 1975-76? Do not some faculty 
members know that drinks are ser¬ 
ved on occasions in gatherings and 
rooms of the Institute’s guest house? 
Obviously if the senate is asked to 
legislate against drinking on part ot 
students, then sanity demands that 
the senate must, at first, pronounce 
clearly against serving drinks in thu 
precincts of the Institute and partici¬ 
pation of senate members in ddnk- 
ing sessions”. Several incidents oj 
this nature and several, corruption 
charges against the authorities which 
have gone unpunished triggered oil 
the events that culminate in the 


April instead of looking into the ma¬ 
tter seven atudenta. three of them 
inquiry committee, membera and five 
editors of Ttchim were threatened 
with legal action for defamation. 1,800 
students then signed a demand chat¬ 
ter containing three recommenda¬ 
tions including suspension of Mr 
Shanmughan pending the report, of 
an Inquiry committee. The' Director 
appointed his own man as head of a 
committee. Prof Hira Lai, but the 
students objected as he was recently 
removed by a no-confidence motkm 
by the faculty members as Head ot 
the Chemistry Department slnco he 
was found guilty of financial impro¬ 
priety. A mlnisteiial inquiry com-' 
mittee was formed headed by Mr R. 
N. P. Sinha and after that ydt anO- 
.thcr committee was appointed ^th 
Uy. Director R. E. Bedford as conve¬ 
nor. Shanmugban has merely been 
transferred to the Centre for studies 
in Resources Engineering though the 
1IT act invests with the Director the 
responsibility for proper maintenance 
of Institute funds, and gives him the 
power to take action against proven 
embezzlement. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg 
Ther«'. arc allegedly even bigger mal- 
prartitvs like the guest house con¬ 


struction at the cost of Ra .46 laktaa 
to house » people. At a meettag of 
the Board of Covemots on 26.6.70 
adminiatrative approval waa accorded 
for the estimate of construction of 
the new guest house at a cost of Rs 
6,31,000. On 7.9,73 thia figure waa dou¬ 
bled to Rs 13,80,665 and on 11.7.76 
this went up with additional expen¬ 
diture to Rs 23,00,000. On 6.3.76 app¬ 
roval was given for four airvonditlo- 
ners coating Rs 31,228 exclusive of 
taxes. And on 26.11.76 furniture and 
fixtures got Rs 1 J7,990 and kltdion 
equipment Rs 60,727. And if this was 
not enough one new conference-cum- 
instrurtion hall was oonstrurted at 
a cost of Rs 1,50,000 when the Insti¬ 
tute already has five-six halls. So the 
new guest house costs Rs 45 lakhs. 

Against this background of mutual 
suspicion and distrust it would be 
high-handed on the part of the IWrec- 
tor to victimise the students. On the 
other hand a policy of understanding 
and give and take on cither aide 
would natore peace and normalcy 
In what Is saW to be one of the very 
prestigious in-stitutes of learning and 
rcseanli. 
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fast by students, the gherao of the 
Director and the subsequent closure 
of the Institute. 

While the Court has been unaMe 
to give any justice to the students, 
though one of them filed a writ peti¬ 
tion against the illegal rjosure-of the 
Institute, the basic question remains 
as to whetner De will be able to 
bring an atmosphere of trust and 
contidenoe into tne Institute after his 
high-handed tackling of the students, 

for instance 25 per cent of the 
Institute's budget is spent on con¬ 
struction activity and this in the past 
has allegedly provided tremendous 
scxipe for corruption. Citing a oele- 
bratM case of corruption the stu¬ 
dents say In 1976, a atudent, Subli 
Mazumdar, had alleged in a letter to 
Tectmik that a sum of Ri 125 claim¬ 
ed as luggage charges by Mr V. Shan- 
luughan. Lecturer, physical educa¬ 
tion, was never in. fact spent since 
students carried their own Inggaie. 
Mazumdar was called by Diroc^ De 
and President Dr H. H. Mnthur and 
throatrned with expulsion from the 
Institute If he did nut withdraw the 
charges, TtchnUt was censored 
before circulation and the letter was 
removed. In November 1978 whea 
un enquiry committee was constitu¬ 
ted to Investigate the state of the 
gymkhana finances, two memberf ot 
the committee were th^atened htt 
the Director who said: "Be careful 
that what .you do does not boome- 
'“ng on .von". E)a February 24 ,1979, 
the inquiry coQitniUee presented its 
report on the financial iiregularlties 
in the atudenta gymkhana and among 
other things it was found that as on 
March 31. 1977, Rs 1,14,277 WM out- 
stanoing. Other findings included ent- 
pozziement of funds and pianipulstiuu 
'0 settlement of advances. 

The authorities refused to do any¬ 
thing • about these findings and in 


Congress (I) an equal 
partner 

Tamil Nadu has come full circle since 1967 

leader. “And we .should seize this 
monient to avenge the . humiliation 
our Pgrty suU'ci od ut I he hands' of 
the DMK In ’67". But Delhi feels 
that the Tamil Nadu Congress (1) is 
not yet strong enough to contest In¬ 
dependently, and so on April 2, came 
the announcement that the DMK and 
Congress (I) will share JIB seiti 
equally, and the Muslim League and 
u few other minor Parties will con¬ 
test 16 seats in the coming Assemblv 
elections, "This iindersl.tnding won’t 
last'', said MOR, ".S'uoiier or lattr, 
Kuriinunidht will iz>senl Ihc Congrew 
(I) stand on the language issuo". 
Wall posters have already appeared 
in several parts of llv.' state calling 
Kurunanidhl the hetrB.vor of the 
Drnvldian muvitmont. Some of them 
show Ksninanldhl shouting, "Bhant 
Mata ki jal, Indlru Mata sindaba^’. 
tile. Comptatned u well-known Jour- 
i uulist, who wanted to remain anony- 
I inuiis; "Wlien M(iR could woo Mrs 
Gandhi there was no talk of any 
danger to the Dravidian culture and 
Karunonidhi movement, but wIvmi dmk made an 

' ' ■ <11118000 With her, suddenly parochial 

I T 18 a nieusui-e ot the reemergonov paranoia Is created". 

of natkmaUst forces after more C;orrupllon charges are hurted aU 
than a decade In Tamil Nadu that the around, and right now It Is the DMK 
younger members of the Congress^) finding it easier to do s^ At 

wer^usy In tete March sentffng SOS least five relleagues of ^ MGR. all 
messages to New Delhi, requesting i^nlor Ministers in his Cabinet, hove 
Mrs Gandhi to withdraw from the quit, and some have already Join- 
front io that the Congress (I) could ed the DMK. Their firndc against 
m it alone "Our moraki is very MGR may not be very convincing Jlo 
aaid a "oung Congress W) tbs intelligent voter but the dKiK- 
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SAA/MIL/434 


snfliRflT 

UtlBMAKABtE PLASTIC TORCH 



MtUKJM 2 f*D«JM SIff iATfERItS 


EXCLUBVI MOD' DCSCN 

ThA squal* ahapsd body looWa b^LL'CANT and la EASY TO 
OPERATE. 

vcmmuue a wear resistant 

Th* PiMtIc body 13 inada (roin A B S moulding powdvr and 
R«n«clor cover is nude from CLEAR ACRYLIC moutaing powder 
|l IS TOUCH & tIHBHl AKABLL 

RMOOTH A SCRATCHLESS 

Theauiticehasa SATIN IINISH wnli jiiiaciivr i.otour combinations 
and sufflcMnl HARDNESS to make ii SCRATCHLESS in handling 

W-WBATKn A NON-CORROnVE „ __ 

ITvls Torch wiU opeiale efhcieiilty in ANY CLIMATE and Its plastic 
body will NOT CORRODE even il ilie banerlw inside LEAK 
RPARK-PROOF A 

With NO EXPOSED nielal prills, the Kiiflh IS SPARK-PROOi md 
SATE for use in Mines, chemical planis. reSheiies and Laboruiui les 


Marketed by 

OOVMDSONSEMIBIPnSE 

59 . Evergreen Industtlel Estate. 
Meheleami. Bombsy-AOOQ11 
Phones 396B89. 392847. 894884 


AN LMALNG FRtM} 
NTVCDARK 

At/M ABU AT ALL UAOMG STORES 



TRAIN YOURSELF IN ELECTRONIC 
ENGINEERING WITH 



TWO EXPERTS 

AND IREE 

Make your own Transistor willi 
tho htip of stop-by-slep instruction 
manual framtd by IRTE axparts. Tha 
art of course made by JETKIN6. 
tha pionttrs in manutactura of 
do-it-yoursaif transistor kits. 

For dtislisd kesklet writs to: 

XREE INSTITinrE 

Souihond Road, Batavtnagudi, 
Bangaloro-660004 A 



MOKDS 
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Hoped should be M 


Everylhiryg a moped should be 


Suvega: stiB at the top - in mopeds 

Only from Suvega: "balanced" 
design for greater stability and 
front/rear suspensions fora 
smoother ri^. 

X 

Suvega is the only Moped that offers a 
specially balanced,internally reinforced, 
frame design. And the result? Extra safety, 
stability and road gripping power. Even 
with extra load or a pillion rider on! 

What'S more, Suvega's unique front and 
rear suspensions absorb road shocks— 
which means comfortable ride everytime. 

Plus all these star features: 

• Hard-chromed alumipium alloy'"Cylinders 
for longer life and extra Kms. 

• Automatic clutch for ease and econonrty. 

• Needle roller bearings for smoother 
movements and longer lives of parts. 

And Suvega is backed up by the widest 
after-sates-service network and all-India 
availability of spares. 



















sponsored Press is hiRhliKhtinK all 
tlMsc remarks axainst MGR day aflci- 
day. This has certainly created a 
feeling of greater insecurity in MGH’s 
camp. For one thing, the actor-poli¬ 
tician is getting bogged down by in¬ 
come-tax problems once again. Second¬ 
ly his allies, the two Communist 
Parties and the Janata, have been 
giving him too many heartaches. At 
one |mint the Janata wanted to con¬ 
test 60 seats, the Marxists SO and the 
CPI 30. However by April 6, MGR 
had made it very clear to them that 
his own Party would contest two- 
thirds of the seats, the rest could be 
shared between the other partners 
in the alliance. 

Regionalism is not being given 
much boost in this particular election 
as the DMK is in league with a 
national Party—^tbe Congress (I)— 
and MGR is acting in collusion with 
the Communists and Janata who also 
claim to be “national Parties”. It is 
interesting to note that Karunaoidhi 
has not critid.sed the Karnataka CM 
Gundu Rao’s ‘jobs for the sons of the 
soil policy’. Whereas in 1971 when 
the Shiv Sena proposed such a solu¬ 
tion in Maharashtra and launched at¬ 
tacks on the Tamilian and South 


Indian population, Karunanidhi had 
air-dashed to Bombay to offer bis 
sympathies and moral support to his 
people. 

There was a fleeting fooling among 
the younger and nioie iiiiliUint DMK 
leaders that the Party .should also go 
it alone and try to form a separate 
Dravidian Government on its own. 
Since a large number of MGR’s men, 
including the ex-Finance Minister. K. 
Manoharan, and Food Minister. 
Edmund, have joined the DMK. This 
notion was strengthened but Karuna¬ 
nidhi was not interested in encourag¬ 
ing such thoughts—not at this junc¬ 
ture at least. He is fully aware that 
if the DMK docs not .stick to the 
Congress (I) iiis arch-rival MGR Will 
not hesitate to make peace with Mrs 
Gandhi. In fact, MGR has advised 
Ills parlymen nut to pass any harsh 
comments on Mrs Gandhi. “She is a 
rare iiatioiial leader and we were 
allies till llie ulhcr day and it was 
the AIADMK which gave her protec¬ 
tion when the DMK staged a violeni 
attadk on her during her visit to 
Tamil Nadu in '77 and we hope she 
remembers it at least”, says MGR. 

ARTHUR PAIS. Madras 


D(thvTt. t-or those families which 
have no girls, it is difficult to get 
bndes for their boys. When such uii- 
roarriod people in and around Nand- 
pur came to know about the second 
marriage of Dewan Ctiand and also 
the marriage of his two brothers, 
they started taking an interest in 
him. Thus, Dewan Chand got involv¬ 
ed in trade of women and became an 
agent of the traffickers in the Janinni 
area. Young girls from West Bengal 
and Bihar were brought to be sold in 
the State. 

Mr Kliajuria told this corresimit- 
dent that the Stale pulici^ got the clue 
about the sale of girls in Jammu area 
when in July 1979 a Bengali girt 
named Lakshmi was .seen moving in 
the company of an army man on 
Jatnniu railway station. Wheo .some 
policcnKii questioned her. she reveal¬ 
ed how she was brought to . miimi 
area by some pi-ople and sold to a 
person in the border urea of Uanbir- 
singhpura. Sbs hud .secretly fled away 
from the man's house bt-caiise iic did 
not treat her well. Following tins 
statement the police starte I the pro¬ 
be and then raided tlio hou.* e of Dew¬ 
an Chand from where some letters 
were seized. These gave i ic 'rtfor 
mation regarding his link i itii '' lulia- 
raj Bahadur Saxena and ul tors 

Mr. M. L. Sharma, an in pector In 
the Crime Branch, who h aded the 
investigations and had visit d a num¬ 
ber of places ill Uttar Prud ish, I'ihar 
and West Bengal to ai'rest the accus¬ 
ed, has given quite a thrilling and 
sensational account about the poli<x'’s 
efforts in arresting Maharaj Bahadur 
Saxena, who was known in Dah'l 
Canj area as Babi Shadiw ila, Ins 
son Viroo and other According to Mr 
Sharma it took the i several day.s lit 
locate the whci -at >uts of B ibu Sha- 
diwala in Sliahja par as D'-wan 
Chand had never isit-d hi-; house 
but knew him only by 'ight s Shadi- 
wala. The DIG poiic*- said t at the 
letters recovered Iroin Dewan 
Chand’s house indicate tl tt code 
words were used in their Ci rrespon- 
dence by the trafTcke s. The word 
“box” was used tor a 'irl. After tb- 
arre t of Saxena the police tfarly 
took him to Cal uttu to sc.-ird his 
other associates including Maltu and 
others. Mr Sharma na rated how he 
and other policeni n h d to work in 
diliirent guises in Calnitta to locat" 
Maltu, Viroo and Sadhna. C >es have 
been registered against *he accused 
under Section 363 (ki ln; ppng), 366 
(abduction), 366-U (to con? <ire 
commit these offence.), 12t> B (im¬ 
porting into the State for sexual jvt- 
lati inship) a’'d 10? (abetmenO of 
Jammu Kash lir Ranbir 'Vnal Code. 

Notwithstanding the pr visions (>l 
the law tiierc are people who are o' 
the view that most of the girls com 
from very poor fan dies. They shouk 
be settled in life instead of being ex 
ploited in bro'hsls. The DIG disclcsccl 
that p dice ha e not been able to lo¬ 
cate tba parents of many of the girls 
who have been recovered because 
they c-ome from po'^r nomadic fami¬ 
lies. 

GOPAL SACHAR, Sr/nayar 


Sold and married 


They called one of the eacketeers ‘Babu Shadiwala' 

A re women saleable creatures ? 

The recent busting of an aUeged 
gang of traffickers by the Crime 
Branch of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police reveals that there are peopb 
who feel so! The police have so far 
arrested five persons including a 
middle-aged woman named Maltu of 
24-Parganas, West Bengal. The other 
arrested persons are: Maharaj Baha¬ 
dur Saxena of Dalel Ganj, Shabjan- 
pur in Uttar Pradesh; his son. Viren- 
dor Kumar Saxena alias Viroo; 

(.rkh Raj of Biharipur Hira in Fflee- 
bhit, UP and Dewan Chand of Nand- 
pur village in Jammu district. 

. Some members of the aUeged .gang 
mrluding a woman, Sa,dhna, of Cal¬ 
cutta are still at large and have been 
declared absconders. The police have 
traced 20 girls so far. Five of them 
are said to be below 18 years of age 
and they have been termed as “min¬ 
or" which makes the offence against 
*ne accused persons more serious, 
l ie details about the trade of the 
ulrls given by the poMog are quite re¬ 
vealing and indicate social,.problems. 

According to Deputy uispector 
general of the State Police, Crime 
and Railways, Mr M. M. Khajurta, 
ine sale of Bengali and Bibari girls 
n Jammu areas started about 13 
back. It began with the- visit of 
J>wan Chand of Nandpur village to 
f'Sya in Bihar in 1M7. Dewan Chand 
nad gone to Gava for Pinddan of hu 
i Wife who had died. After performing 
jne religious rites when Dewan 
was weeping, some person.<i 
-ame to him with a suggestion that 
T? ®"0“>d get married once again. 

They could arrange a girl for him for 



The accused and the police 


Rs 1,000. He went back to his village 
and after ' in-ocuring Rs 1,000 came 
to Gaya. He was sold a Bihari girl 
named Janki there. According to poli¬ 
ce Investigations some documents 
were also prepared indicating the 
marriage of Dewan Chand and his 
connection with the traffi'kcr.s. After 
some time Dewan Chand thought ol 
his two unmarried brotl.ji-s. A .sum 
of Rs 2,000 was arranged for them. 
He went to Gaya where he got two 
more girls. 

In certain villages of Jammu there 
still exists the old system of marriage 
by exchat^e of girls between differ¬ 
ent families. The system is known as 
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Bust or bust 


TH' -Jf 

1 Mt or 600 i . A I ool j 

TML »• 

THi »i smppi# or coo 1'. A 


The bust of EV1\ (E. V. 

Ramasamy Naickcr) made a 
fuddcn, unobtrusive app¬ 
earance in the temple town 
of Kanchipuruni, on a con¬ 
troversial site barely 100 
yards away from I he Sankara 
mutt. Actually, the statue, 
which cost Rs 3,700, was 
ready as long ago as 1974. It 
was not installed as per¬ 
mission to set it up was first 
denied during the Emer- 
aency, while later the MGR 
Government directed that 
another site be chosen. Dur¬ 
ing a heated debate in the 
Assembly, the OMK boss chi¬ 
ded MGR for not honouring 
EVR, the father of the 

Dravidian movement, and i- — ^ . ..jti* 

^^'Zat^'’ulc'^s^lt’u? wLld ctmlroverml EVR slatnette at Kanchipuram 



come up at the original site. 
The threat in turn ao upset 
the AIADMK members that 
they retaliated by threaten¬ 
ing to puil the statue down. 
Recently, Justice S. Mohan 


F}flf(TBivfT*r7 




declared that the Govern¬ 
ment had no business to 
prohibit the erection of the 
statue. So before a writ peti¬ 
tion came up against the 
judgement the sitpyear-old 
statue was Installed. But 
the mast intriffuing part of 
the whole affair is the in¬ 
scription which reads; 
"There is no God/There is 
no God/There is no God at 
all/The inventor of God is a 
fool/The prQpagator of .God 
is a scoundrel/The worship¬ 
per of God is a b^arbarian". 



Madhumtta Goswami 


Miss Hit Huppertmost in 

their minds 

Is it possible that a hit Madras audiences happy- 
film can so frustrate an au- with a lot of people trying 
dience that most people to get out before the end. 
walk out of the auditorium There were a lot of others 
20 minutes before it ends? who said the nude scenes 
.(Not one day. not two days, were line by them, which 
g'but every day. Yes, it is led to acrimonious debates. 
3 possible indeed, reports Ar- This award-winning Swiss 
othur Pais, in the case of the film is a sensitive tale of a 
'“’JFl-C release. The Lacemaker tragic love affair between 
Modhumua Goswami The movie, which opened two sodallv incompatible 

ci,« !„ ..„i.' ‘ic reoentlv in Madras, attract- people, but audiences in the 

She 18 only 15 years old, u ^d a great deal of attention, city had no time for the 
class ten student who is also According to the grapevine, subtle nuances of Goretta. 
employed with the South- had escaped the In between nude scenes they 

eastern Railway. Mudhuinita censors' scissors and all se- would bang on the floor or 
Goswami hit the headlines yen (albeit fleeting) nude sing boi,sterous songs from 
very re«ntl.v, when she be- loeoes were complete. Well, Tamil films. Then there was 
came the first woman from those who saw the movie at the scene whl^ drew gales 
Bengal to find a platv in the Pilmotsav '78 know for sure of laughter with every show. 
National nadmliitun feam- that the film has indeed The heroine begins eating a 
She caused ouito a flutter heen censored. One scene green mango soon after 
when she defeated the Nu- to suffer was a frontal view sexual Intercourse and the 
llonal champion Kntiwal of Isabeilc Huppert, unham- audience, without fail, would 
Thakur Singh and then oust- pered by any clothes whatso- rock wllh mirth. The rea- 
ed India's no, 2—^Huffrish over, and there must surety sot) : the mango in Tamil 
Nariman — at the selection have been others too. The films is symbolic ofpragmn- 
trials at the National InstI- remaining nude scenes, how- cy. That, they figured, was 


nothing to keep I fast work indeod 


The rea- 
In Tamil 
ofpragnan- 
gured, was 


trials at the National InstI- remaining nude scenes, how- cy. that, they figured, was 
tute of Sports, ‘ Patlaia. Mn- ever, did nothing to keep I fast work indeod. 
dhumita will be part of the - 

contingent to the World Cup • 

Badminton Tournament to It Sti yH 

beheld at Djakarta from w 

May 28 onwards, but success when Calcutta’s Jadavpur of fun and frolic, reports 

has not gone to her head. University (locally known os Manjira Majuradar and the 

When Shlshir Gupta spoke ju) was taken over by the crowds never. thinned. 


When Shlshir Gupta spoke 
to her, he got the impression 
of a girl who was not only 
overwhelmed with joy at her 


worm v,up ___ -- * 

K'-L'S JU-venile paira 

but success When Calcutta’s Jadavpur I of fun and frolic, reports 
0 her head. University (locally known os Manjira Majuradar and the 


JU) was taken over by the crowds never thinned. 

West Bengal state Govern- As an actWo stadentB* union 
ment a few months ago, the spokesman commenldd, "Col- 


overwhelined with joy at her occasion passed by almost us lege festivals should gp 
victories, but who was deter- a non-cvent. But by wav beyond providing boys and 
mined to scale new heights of contrast the university's girls an opportunity to In¬ 
in time to come.* In tho annual cultural festival “Sa- teract intiroataiy’*. All said 
meanwhile she sees a great nskriti 80’’ celebrated from and done, however, what 
deal of Hindi movies and March 27 to March 31. participants will find it ha^ 
her favourite hero is—^you’ve seems to have evoked much dost to forget is tlw com- 
guessed it — Amitabh more interest. Evervonc re- prehensive list of who was 

Ushed the idea of five days paired off with whom. 


Sachchan.- 


Bathed in 
nobility 








>■ -I' v' f 


:P. C. Sethi 





























BARC it worse than Its bite 



There are plenty of them, 
all over Bombay. The little 
bohemian spots whent hiith 
society turns up rexularlv 
and relaxes in unhurried 
comfort over beer or exotic 
dishes. There’s Samovar, 
for instance, attached to the 
Jehangir Art Gallery : that’s 
the artists’ hangout, where 
you don’t really mind trip* 
ping over someone else’s 
legs in the narrow aisle (be* 
sides, it would be terribly 
infra dig to swear). Then 
there is the Alps, in Colaba, 
which also has a pretty high 
percentage of attendance. 
The third is the Victory 
Stall, run by the Time and 
Talents Club and situated 
on the Gateway of India 
waterfront. 

But time is running out for 


Tour 
de force 

To Allan Fernandes, Vice 
President, Sales and Market* 
ing, Oberoi Hotels Interna* 
tional, went another laurel 
this year. He was recently 
awarded the prestigious Tra¬ 
vel Press Trophy, which is 
presented every year to 
people whoso contribution 
to world tourism has been 
outstanding. Last year’s 
Vophy was awarded to ihe 
Minister of Tourism of Bar* 
rados and earlier to the 
chairman of KLM, so it 
Mems as though Mr Fernan¬ 
des is certainly in exalted 
company. And with good 
reason. Mr Fernandes has 
represented India at a num¬ 
ber of international tourism 
conferences and has been a 
guest lecturer on tourism 
promotion and cornmunica- 
**bus at the Indian Institute 
or Mass Communications. 


the Victory Stall, which 
faces closure after 18 years 
of existence. The land on 
which it stands belongs to 
the Bhabha Atomic Re¬ 
search Commission (BARC), 
which plans to use it in or¬ 
der to expand. Legend has 
it that the land, whidi was 
first made ayailable to the 
Time and Talents Club by 
Homi Bhabha. was not barri¬ 
caded from the New Yacht 
0ub that houses the BARC 
offices, and the great man 
himself used to slip out 
every so often for a quiet 
cup of tea and perhaps the 
occasional beer. Things 
have not changed mudi 
since then, adds Ashish 
Rajadhyaksha. The tables 
one rests one’s elbows on 
are the same ones installed 


when the place opened, and 
it is rare to find a diair that 
houses a perfect cane mesh. 
The Victory Stall, which has 
always been run as a chari¬ 
table organisation with all 
the proceeds going to the 
Jawans’ Welfare Fund, will 
soon be moved to the Na¬ 
tional Centre tor Performing 
Arts compound. Timings 
will be from 10 to 6.30 to 
cater to office-going crowds, 
but prices will be hiked and 
the famous menu of dhansag 
on ^ursdays and chicken- 
in*the*basket on Wednes¬ 
days, will be scrapped in 
favour of something more 
uptodate. 

And of course, there will be 
no waterfront to gaze out on 
while eating.’ 



Fag eod 

Veteran smokers had tojad 
other tilings to do. Hiey 
mancbed sweets, they bit 
their fingernails and Uaw 
chewed gum. Sometlnms they 
Just sat around moodily 
but there wan nothing thmr 
could do to reolenisb tiiev 
dwindling supply of di^ 
ettes. When Bombay’s 14,250 
cigarette retailers — every 
single one of them — went 
on strike in the first week 
of April, they weren’t pulk 
ing an April Fool’s prank. 
For smokers. It was agony, 
to say the feast Them 
were serpentine queues in 
front of the railway statona 
that had kiosks, while Wilfe 
Filter was only to be J»d 
by the divinely lucky. The 
price varied, and pactett 
would be passed under the 
counter for between Rs four 
or five. 

It is an old issue, says Asbitii 
Rajadhyaksha. Cigarette 
manufacturers hiked their 
prices three times in the last 
month alone, 'althouiA the 
dealers’ cut remained at 8 
per cent. According to the 
Bombay Bidi Tambbaku 
Vyapari Sangh. this is 'Wen 
less than the percentage 
claimed by lottery tideet 
sellers”. They are holding 
out for a IS per cent cut and 
claim that not a dgarette 
will be sold till their figure 
Is accepted. By way of re¬ 
taliation, manufacturers ac¬ 
cuse the retailers of profit¬ 
eering. 

Meanwhile, the wrangle 
continues and tempers con*, 
tinue to fray, with smokers 
unable to reoondle to their 
fate. More important, how*, 
ever, Bombay air is becom-i 
ing breathable again. 


Hails tax 

So what’s new in Ludhiana? 
Hawking taxes, that’s what. 
According to S. K Sud. 
sources in the corporation 
reveal that the new tax is 
being imposed in consulta¬ 
tion with and on the sugges¬ 
tion of the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment. And, to all intents and 

g urposes, it will apply to all 
awkers within the corpora¬ 
tion limits, who will be 
charged Rs 40 per annum, 
no matter what their wares 
are. This tax will affect 
about 40,000 hawkers In the. 
dte. That’s a lot of voices j 
raised in protest. Come to 
think of it, they should be 
able to notch up quite a few 
-ledbels. 
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Running for Presidency 
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One contender for the both time and breath in the 
American Pn'sidencv who race is George Bush, the 
seems to be running out of CIA ex-chief. Mr Bush has 


Served on a platter 



I made his fondness for jog¬ 
ging a trifle too obvious: 
^wherever his campaign en- 
"tourage settle for the night, 
they can be sure to see their 
hero in the morning, jogg¬ 
ing along roads, towpaths 
and flelds, puffing and throw¬ 
ing back his hair for tele¬ 
genic effect — TV cameras 
^parently follow him. The 
run to the Presidency re¬ 
mains, however, difflcult. 
Mr Bush is competing with 
Ronald Reagan for the Re¬ 
publican candidature, and 
doesn’t seen very hopeful 
of getting very far. Though 
he won against the latter in 
his state of birth, Connecti¬ 
cut. Mr Bush had captured 
only 68 delegates a? against 
Reagen’s 300. To secure 
the nomination. 998 arc 
needed. Mr Bush. 55, is de¬ 
pending for success on his 
record as CIA directo-r, en¬ 
voy to Pekin e and the UN 
and the slogan: "The presi¬ 
dent who won’t have to 
learn.’’ 


Dis^Unlted 

Kingdom 

British marriages are in¬ 
creasingly ending on rocks, 
and in most cases they 
involve disputes over chil¬ 
dren. British divorces have 
soared from 25,000 decrees 
made absolute in 1961 to 
119,000 in 1972 — after 
divorce reform — to 143,000 
In 1978. While unopposed 
divorces can be obtained 
even by post, cases involving 
disputes over money and 
children are piling up before 
law courtsi and are fast 
proving difficult to cope 
with. The British Law Com¬ 
mission has now decided to 
consider seriously on; 
of the major post-divorce 
problems — alimony and 
other financial provi.sions 
made for support of the 
wife. The wife’s right to ali¬ 
mony is now archaic due to 
strains on remarried men. 


It’s simple. Ail you have 
to do is cnoose your food, 
and you will be rewarded 
with a boy or a girl. Ac¬ 
cording to three researdiers 
in Parjs and Montreal, 
Canada,a couple c'ould choose 
the sex of their child by 
simply changing the menu 
of the mother-to-be. Profes¬ 
sor Joseph Stolkovsky of 
Paris University along with 
Ur Henrion and Dr Papa of 
the Port Uoyale Maternity 
Hospital carried out detailed 
experiments and have come 
up with some .savoury de¬ 
lights. Sugar and spice 
would not produce a baby 
girl, but a boy. If a mother 
wants a girl she would have 
to eat a lot of eggs and 
meat without salt. Other 
foods forbidden for mothers 
if they want a daughter 
are tea, coffee, ham and 
sausages. For a boy, food 


with lots pf salt, tea, 
coffee, meat, bread, veget¬ 
ables and fruits are required. 
Milk, cheese, eggs and pas¬ 
tries are taboo. And for 
those with a sweet tooth the 
researchers have said that 
sugar and honey wereoilright 
foi’ nrothers who want either 
a boy or a girl The theory 
of the researchers is based 
on the belief that the "Y” 
spermatozoa needed to pro¬ 
duce males are found in 
foods containing large 
amounts of potassium whiles 
the ’’X" spermatozoa requir¬ 
ed for girls are found in 
foods ridh in calcium and 
magne.sium. The three- 
member team has had a 
success-rate of 81 per cent. 
Professor Stolkovskv has 
claimed of only $ix failures 
among the 38 women he 
has conducted his experi¬ 
ments on iq Paris. 


This*]l give you 
*booze flesh* 


You got something needs 
watching? Hire a flock of 
geese. In Dumbarton, Scot¬ 
land, a flock of geese has 
been guarding -$€00 million 
worth of Scotch whisky stor¬ 
ed in godowns. And the 80- 
strong flock of feathered 
sleuths are good. They have 
been at the job for the last 
20 years for the company of 
Hiram Walker, part of the 
Canadian based firm which 


produoss Canadian Club and 
Ballantine’s whisky. The 
management of tbe coifipany 
is quite liberal towards the 
flock — their wings are not 
clipped. And any time they 
feel they can start flapping 
their wiugs and fly away. 
Hiram Walker are proud of 
their super sleuths. Reason: 
they have not lost a drop of 
the precious liquid in the 
last 20 years. 


Wanted for life 


Desmond O’Hare, a terro¬ 
rist gunman, was once re¬ 
garded as the most wanted 
man in Ireland. But 
Claire Doyle, a shop 
assistant from the bor¬ 
der town of Castleblaney; 
apparently wants him much 
more than anyone else. The 
two were married recently in 
the Irish Republic’s Portlaoi- 


se i^rison. where the groom is 
still in the process of serv¬ 
ing a nine-year sentence' 
Mr. O'Hare, 21, i.s claimed as 
a member of the Irish Na¬ 
tional Liberation Army. Last 
November, he was jailed at 
Dublin Special Criminal Court. 
Needkss to say, this was 
one couple that didn't go on 
a honeymoon. 












Tense about 
the future 

‘Trepsre younelviu for 
the wont", says a (frwp of 
forecasters in a book en¬ 
titled. Future rense, pub¬ 
lished recently Tbe pre¬ 
dictions are based oa the 
Trend Analysis by Relative 
Opinion Teitina (TAROp 
system perfected by ,Mr 
Francis Kinsman, a fore- 
castlna consultant. The 
predictions range from eco¬ 
nomics to politics and even 
climatic changes. .This Is 
beceuse of the unusual 
composition of the IS-mem- 
her forecasting group. Ac¬ 
cording to Kinsman, the 
vrouD was comprised of 
loeooV who were “all etnl- 
’n»nt In one or more of a 
inomW of nrophntlc disci- 
_ •«t'<-n1n|(ers rume- 
miofft.sts. trance mediums 
c’atn’ovant,* .spirit welters 
a-’d «en.«l*<v"s of various 
kinds". Mr Kinsman Is 
supposed to have Inter¬ 
viewed each member ot bis 
group thoroughly and then 
put their views together to 
form some sort of a .ioinl 
statement. 

Here is a sample of what 
they have forecast: Inflation 
will reach "hurricane • pro¬ 
portions'’ and the world 
currency system will col* 
lapse in 19B2. During 
March, July and October 
19ti2, the planets will come 
together and this will result 
in earthquakes and tidal 
waves which will be experi¬ 
enced in all parts of tho 
world. Mrs Thatcher, the. 
British Prime Minister will 
lose her job. However, that 
will not bp for long since 
slie will be recalled to power 
after a “de Gaule-likc period 
of exile". Queen Elizabeth 
will abdicate in favour of 
her son. Prince Charles, 
around 1985. The most hn- 
poriant year seems to be 
1982 due to the economic 
Clash. This will be brought 
about faster by the assassi- 
^tion of President Sadat of 
l-gvpt followed by a war in 
tile Middle East in which 
Israel will be betrayed by 
the USA. The onoc-power- 
|Ul Shah of Iran will also 
^ assassinated by one of 
his own staff. There will be 
war in the late 
1980s Or early 1990 in which 
the adversaries will be 
niwsia, on one side and 
t-hma and Japan on the 
other. For India, there is 
“Opc. at least politically: a 
and Westem-educa- 
jca man might emerge as 


Red and grave 


The Paleitiniane bave 
found a aupporter for their 
cause, albeit an umucceu- 
ful one. Toil time it ia not 
a politician or anotuef world 
leader but a him actress— 

Vanessa Redgrave. Recent¬ 
ly, she along with her bro¬ 
ther, Corin, put up a motion 
in the actors’ union. Equity, 
for a ban on its members 
from working in Israel, and 
on the sale of fllnu and TV 
hlms to that country. It 
was signed by 31 members. 

In her speech to the uoion 
members during a recent 
meeting she oefended .the 
rights of artistes every¬ 
where In the world. The 
boycott call was given be¬ 
cause according to ber the 

rights of the Paleatinlan y^eeia Htdorovt 

artistes were inseparable . 

from the rights of toe Pales- who were accusing Israel of 
tinian people. She believed being a racijilist state, ^ctor 
that the motion brought by Tom Keinpinsli seconding 
her was within the union of Miss Redgrave’s motion 
artistes’ rights. Tne mo- said he was proud to be a j 
tion was supported by those Jew and a communist, ai-l 


though he bad lost a number 
of relatives in Nazi gas 
chambers. 

The Equity meeting was 
dominated ' by the Leftists 
and they ensured that other 
motions were withdrawn so 
that Miss Redfrave's mo¬ 
tion could be debated. In 
spite of that, the Left could 
not mobilise a majority of 
the votes. So the motion 
was defeated by 90 votes to 
86 when the crunch came. 
Said Peter Plouviez, general 
secretary of the union of 
which there are 26,000 
members: “The margins 

by which the motion was 
defeated is not indicative of 
the division of opinion oi 
the members of Equity on 
this issue. I would not 
h^ive thought it would be aa 
dose as that". Many mem¬ 
bers did not attend the 
meeting but they would 
probably have voted against 
■the motion, according *o 
Peter Plouviez. 


Man who won the race I Taking off 



Jesse Owens _ 

Jesse Owens, who dared 
to infuriate Hitler when 
both were at the height of 
their success, died on March 
31, 1980 leaving behind him 
66 years of memories. Bom 
James Cleveland Owens, 
which was contracted to 
Jesse, he achieved in the 
space of a mere 45 minutes 
something which has as vet 
remained uneaualled: He 
broke six world records on 
Mav 25. 19M daring the 

Berlin Olympic Games. He 
won four gold mcdal.s for 
running in the 100 metres, 
the 200 metres, the long 
lump and for taking part in 
the American team which 
vron the 200 metres relay. 
What perhaps roused Hil¬ 
ler’s fury was when he saw 


the black Owens, a member 
of an inferior* race, l.ving 
on the grass hpsidc the fair¬ 
skinned Aryan and Owens' 
long jump rival. Lutz Long. 
Owens’ grace and speed, 
which he superbly maintain¬ 
ed, were what won him the 
controversial honours. He 
proved under Hitler’s nose 
how wrong he was about 
“radal superiority". Now. 
as the Moscow Games draw 
closer, with half the world's 
governments thinking of boy¬ 
cotting them, politics has 
once again been dragged 
into sport. But journalists 
will not bo able to meet and 
ask the great athelete If the 
Russian propaganda couhl 
equal what he experienced 
at Berlin. 


Apart from words and 
smites, airlines stewardesses 
are tmding other ways of 
pleasing passengers on 
tliglits; Stewaraesses from 
three major airlines. Trans 
World, Delta and World 
Airways have been posing 
in the nude for Playboy 
magazine. When the 

directors and lawyers of 
the airlines received their 
advance copies. they 

did nut like what they saw, 
at least offlcially. The air¬ 
lines have thus decided .to^ 
bring disciplinary action 
against the errant stewar- 
dosses. But the In¬ 
dependent Federation of 
Flight Attendants have been 
more businesslike in their 
approach. When TWA ad¬ 
vised Miss Nancy Nachtigal 
that it was investigating 
about her appearance in 
Playboy, she contacted her 
union lawyer. According 
to the lawyer there was a 
streak of hypocrisy in the 
airline’s stand and that the 
union would Rght for Miss 
Nachtigal. The stewardess 
had been handed a letter 
which said that her appear¬ 
ance was a "public abuse of 
the company's image”. To 
this Nancy said that she had 
not harmed the company in 
any wav and furthermore 
hfid posed in her own time. 
Other stewardesses are Lin¬ 
da Lehner from Delta Air- 
wavs and Lindsey Remmell 
from World. 
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T he latest erase for 
plerdaii one's eara has 

S ugm on amomi Bombay’s 
Bt (iris. The “ia” thing 
' BMr fi to wear more than 

E n rtawt or eartop. Some 
our younger actresses 
ve got themselves two 
little extra rinm like the 

'ininitii It th^ rings are 
'made of platinum and 
rfdtudded with nothing less 
'raao diamonds. So from 
.Mgiple to Asena and AaWio, 
evMjmne is doing this very 
*%” thing. Vivacious DtmiAe 
ioaonipanled an exdted 
Simple to get their ears 
"done" and came home 
her tiny, pink, shell- 
iwe eara with Just one extra 
1^ in them, and hubby 
-ftdjaah JQumna Mew a big 
fgae: He stormed at her 
saying sudi fadiions made 
a lady look cheap and ahe 
bMter take the rings off 
immediately: Dimple meekly 
took them <tf—«he is also 
fmn wearing 
neserings for the same 
reason. Going by such 



Vinod: The shareef-badmash Komilla: Gabbar ki pasend 7 


I 't'*' ****Milc 




standards, what would one 
call Reena Roy who had 
both her ears punctured with 
holes along the outlines. 

She now wears all sorts of 
earrings and eartops. The 
older set is yet to go in for 
this new craze I 

N OW they are nicknaming 
Vinod idehra a 
‘shareef-badmash’ for doing 
what he did to his sweet 
smiling wife Meena and 
seeking bliss in the arms 
of Bindiya Gosioami. “He 
always sounded and 
behaved too good to be 
true”, said an actor’s wife 
who knew Vinod through 
her husband. Whidi shows 
that once you are in films 
you must show a bit of ! 
crookedness or else they 
won’t trust you when your 
true oolottis come out And 
that reminds me. If one 
cannot trust Vinod, can one 
believe Bindiya who says 
she is 18 (just turned 18, it 
you please) and looks ten 
years older? 

'PHOSE wild rumours spun 
A mostly by Komilla Wirk 
about Amjad Khan and 
herself, can best be dismissed 
as self-elevatiag fantasies, 
jg She used to hang ground 
r* his sets while he directed 
c; Adhtira Aadm and would 
V refuse to go home even 
gi when he was shooting till 
« late at nigttt And ,he is too 


to leave his sets, especially 
when she cooes and mews 
about how she loved 
watching him at work. In 
an attempt to get her name 
mentioned in print, Komilla 
turned an absolutely one¬ 
sided effort on her part into 
a two-sided love-story. This 
fantasy should fade off in 
the face of reality: Amjad 
Khan's family ! 

M UMTAZ is giving inter¬ 
views and meeting the 
right people in Bombay’s 
filradom like an aspiring 
newcomer. But in spite of 
this and more, she doesn’t 
let anyone forget she is Thu 
Great Mumtaz, who had 
given up everything at her 
peak. That’s all very well 
and to a heroine-starved 
film industry she iS most 
welcome. But must 
Mumtaz tell everyone she 
meets how expensive her 
bangles are (diamond 
bracelets for everyday 
wear) and how the jeweller, 
a top-bracket name today, 
cannot make the same pair 
for anyone else but ber? 

.The height of it all was 
when ^e boasted to a 
friend, another ex-star, that 
she can get her (the other 
ex«tar) a role from a top 
producer-director for 18 
lakhs. And then snidety 
added that the same man 
had been pursuing her to, 
act in his film for a fee or 
25 lakhs. • 

















KHAAS BAAT 


S HE should be spending 
more time in Btunbay 
following the incredible 
sucoess of her mei<len Hindi 
Aim Sorpom but Jauarrradha 
ic seen more in Hydersbed 
nnd Madras studios. 

Recently one saw her in 
Madras enacting one of 
thoae coy, nuptial songs 
under the supervision of 
her favourite director 
Datari Narayana Rao. Clad 
in white, she did look 
ravishing, and exuded more 
poise than before. The film, 
Seelha Ramula (hero 
Krisbnam Raiu) is 
considered one of her 
potential hits. Why didn't 
Jayapradha click in Bombay? 
Was it because her leoond 
Aim Lok Parlok was a Bop? 
After all Jeetsndra too was 
cast in the Aim. and her 
role was rather limited. 
Jayapradha believas that if 
she hadn't begun her career 
in Andhra, and if she did 
many assignments, could 
have accemed more Hindi 
Alms. Oners there 
were plenty, she says, 
but the producers weren't 
willing to come down to 
Madras and shoot the Alms, 
and she couldn't give up 
her 20 haif-rompleted Telugu 
Alms. Something like this 
happened to Lakshmi after 
the release of Julie, though 
some jKople believe that 
she offended the producers 
by her haughty nature. 


D m t think that Mu Ka 
Muthu, Karunanldhi's 
•on. gave up his acting 
career after all his six Alms 
ikwped between 1973 and 
1976? Well, after hibernating 
and being arrested on 
drunken charges for a 
oouMe of times, he's 
bidding to come back via 
west roles. He’s featured 
in a Tamil Alin starring Jal 
S^nkar and Sri VMya and 
directed by T. H. Ramanno. 

fAEEPA was a bit 
L/ disappointed Uut her 
forav into Kannada Alms 
wasn't ail that successful, 
and to make things worse 
she couldn't capitalise on 
the success of Amor Deep 
her Arst-ever Hindi Him. 
(Though Deeps played a 
“aympathetic” role in the 
Aim, ona thought that the 
emphasia was on her booba 
and thighs. And then ono 
guesses Bindii Is still going 
strong In Bombay). 

Deepa however has any 
numb^ of medium-budget 
Tamil Aims to keep her 
busy for the next two yours. 
And she continues to be 
one of thfl popular 
Malayalam artistes too. In 
Madras, director Ka.la 
seems to have a fondness 
for her; he's directing her 
in four Alms including 
Xathai Kdihat Kathal in 
which she is cast opposite 
Vijovon. 




P<rnni in “Shootam", a'TamU'fUm 


B ALV MAHENDM 
succeeded in portraying 
lUs favourite heroins, fliobe 


Z ARINA WAHAB waatt 
Malayalam illmmakari 
to know that ihe’II accept 
iome^“good" aaulgnmenta 
provWod the "banner is 
good". She also attadies 


Aim at leaat. She wat quite 
iinprossive in Ashiotho.. but 
her greeteat performance 
waa ea e alum 
dweller in Paii. In Paii aha 
wai seen with hardly any 
make-up and ana was atlll 
atunning Thia year wiU 
probably go down as the 
moat eventful year in her 
life. Apart from tb# 
peraonat decision she took 
to “marry" Balu Mahendra. 
and walked out on her ' 
mother, she also accepted a 
number of assignments, 
throwing caution to the 
wloda. 


pey wore In terrJHc form in 
N, Sankaron Nalr'i 
ModanatOKwam, the dtit 
version of Love Story. New. 
Zarina la also acting In a 
Aim being directed by 
Bfaaratan. Well, if you 
remember Bbaratan’s 

B ‘>us Alms, Thohara and 
Nirvedham, pteoae 
don’t expect titillation, - 
courtesy Zarina. She oan M 
very exdting when she j 
diooses but iit>rmally^8be i|j 
«taW. • ^ 

PIOUSJI S:il 
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JAISAI.MKR; Deoda village is unique 
in one resncct—it has not r(<x-ivcd a 
bridejsrooni’s party for .several years. 
Proud Bhati Hajpul , who tonipiise 
a'K)Ut 05 per cent of the village, coii- 
5 der bowiiiK before Ihcii bridoKrooiiis 
a humiliatine practice. Till 10 to 15 
years aao, the Raii>i4s even referred 
aoiDK away with their female ofVsprinit 
to avoid the ignominy, villagcis told 
yWting reporters. Tlie situation has 
undergone a chann now and a "baraat” 
U expected to arrive at the villaite in 
another five years —The Statesman 
('Pradip Kumar Datta, Calcutta) 

BANGALOHE; Tw( years ago, they 
lost an Ambassador oar. Two months 
ago it was two typewriters. But they 
are guardians of the law. meant to 
protect people’s life and property. The 
corps of Detectives finds itself in an 
unenviable po.vitiop of having to ex¬ 
plain away the thefts and report no 
progress in finding the missing articles 
and nabbing the culprits. At the press 
oonfeTence on March 31. Mr H. Vecra- 
bhadraiah, IG ' an ' Mr VUityadevaraj 
Urs, Special IGP ^aid the artide In 
ouestiiui had not Itoen recovered fill 
inie. But if thi.s cm happen to the 
.lai'di.iiis of law. what about the man 
,ii the. street?—Deccan Herald (M. P 
V. Prasad, Bangalore) 

INDORE: Bai nsrs and washermen still 
do not solve llarijans in rural Madhya 
I’ladesh for l,‘<ir of social boycott by 
non Harijaiis, according to a survey of 
141 villagers conducted by an Indore- 
based soual organisation. Tea shops 
were barred to Harijans at least in 
two villages and temples out of 
bounds for them in 56 villages, the 
survey pointed out. The survey was 
conducted by 35 workers of the Madhya 
Pradesh Hariian Sewak Sangh, who 
contacted more than 31.000 Harijans 
during an IB^ay padayatra of Rajnan- 
daon, Uj.jain and Ohhaturpur districls 
in Octertier —Times of India (Narendra 
Chauhan, Raipur) 


GORAKHPUR; Who Is mightier, a 
polloenian or a hoineguard? In a com¬ 
plaint lodged with the Cantonment 


|tri1g»f4Ahi Bhutan Malik 


oriza IS 30 foi the entry given fiis' 


police it has been alleged by Mr 
Ishwar Dayal Ojha. a Deputy Superin¬ 
tendent of Police, that while he was 
ou a tour of his circle, a Platoon Com¬ 
mander of Homeguards accompanied 
by Ills staff broke open the lock of one 
(it his rooms, removed his articles and 
tordbly oa-upied it on March 23. Can¬ 
tonment police arc inve-stigating but 
no action has’ been taken so far to the 
utter bewilderment of the police officer 
who himself claims to have been a 
victim of police ‘zulum’, for the sus¬ 
pects the hand of Cantonment police 
behind the episode —Northern India 
Tatrika (Rajneesh Batra, Allahabad) 

HYDERABAD; The Andhra Pradesh 
Minister for Endowments, Mr P. V. 
(..howdhary, assur'id the Vidhan.Sabha 
that the quality of ‘laddus’ being 
distributed .it the famous Tirupati 
temple as ‘pr.isad’ would be improved. 
Replying to the deb.ite on budgrdary 
demands for his detartment, he | 
there was no scope of reducing tl. 
price, in view of thq tiigh t»st of ghee 
and sugar. Earlier in the debate, Mr 
K. V Pathy (Congrcss-1) complained 
that the ‘laddus’ could hardly b<' p c- 
served for two days, wf rcas p ioi s- 
ly thev ised to Ixi fiesh and n x e\ n 
after 15 days —Times of India (Mah^ n- 
dra ). .''indhu, Ujjain) 

BELJAJM; To their amusement,,, 
eighth standaixl Marathi students ar 
earing for their annual ex.- mination 
found the names of a cine artiste and 
a Hindi film in the. Biology question 
paper set the Board of Headmast¬ 
ers Belgaum. 'The teacher, who had 
aet the questions for the Board seems 
an ardent cine fan. fgnoring,the usual 
practice of Indicating sutKqiiestians 
with either numbers or letters, «he 
sub-divisions were shown by 'he’, ‘ma’, 
'ma', ‘la’, and ‘ni’ and another four 
aub-questions with *sa’, ’ra’. ‘ga’. In¬ 
vigilators were baffled when students 
brought this to their notice —The 
Hindu (R. Narayanan, Bangalore) 

A MUSLIM has been appointed bead- 
master of a Sanskrit, school for the 
first time in Karnataka. The appoint¬ 
ment of Mr Mohammed (Hiouse Allah 
Baksh of Sri Jagadguru Sivacharya 
Sanskrit Patbshala has been approved 
by the Education Department— States¬ 
man (M. S. Sriram, Calcutta) 

NEW DELHI; Mr Ratansinh Rajda, a 
Janata member from Maharashtra 
urged the Prime Minister to take steps 
to stop "vested interests" from ex¬ 
ploiting her name and her office for 
selfish ends. Making a special men¬ 
tion in the Lok Sabha, Mr Rajda said 
a liquor vendor at Ulbasnagar, Bombay, 
had given an advertisement in a local 
daily congratulating the people on 
Republic Day. In the advertisement, 
he had published a photograph of Mrs 
Gandhi along with his own— Titnes 
of India (Rita Jha, Bomba.v) 


without comment 


I HAVE great affection for IVfr 
Indira Gandhi and her family 
which is why many people an 
under the erroneous impressioi 
that I am a member of the Con 
gress (1) —Dhirendra Brahmachar 
in Surya 

MY system of working does no 
allow any political interferenoe- 
P. S. Bhinder, Delhi’s new Polio 
Commissioner 

I THINK it will be useful to com 
pare from time to time the lav 
and order situation in all thi 
states, including centrally admi 
nister^ ones — Jyoti Basu in i 
letter to Mrs Indira Gandhi 

JANATA did not fail as a Govern 
meat. It failed only in its politi 
cal behaviour, whidi we are nov 
going to correct — Atal Behar 
Vajpayee after the formation o' 
the B-hartlva Janata Party. 

IHE disintegration of the Janati 
Party has come much earlier tiiar 
expected. I have my full sym 
pathy for persons like Mr Chan 
dra Shekhar, Mr Jagjivan Ram 
Mr Narain and others who are al 
good men — Zail Singh, Unior 
Home Minister 

1 AM glad that the people taughi 
the Janata Party a lesson by de 
feating it in the Lok Sabha elec 
tions—Morarji Dceai interviewer 
in the Indian Express . 

THE kisans (farmers) and com 
munists cannot sit together— 
Charan Singh 

f DO not go anywhere. They all 
come to me —Promode Dasguptr 
quoted in the Statesmen 

PEOPLE used to drive on the 
right side of the street during the 
day and the wrong side at night 
Now it is the wrong side all the 
time — An Iranian taxi driver 
quoted in Newsweek 

PERHAPS Americans are suffer 
ing niereiy the discomfort of Join¬ 
ing the human race— Time 

THIS so-called freedom of the 
Press has readied a state of such 
licence that virtually anything 
can be printed — .Yga Khan or 
the western media 

vVHEN I do well. I’m a good actor. 
After 30 films when I'm nowhere, 
they tell me I can’t act at all— 
Navin Nischal ||uoted in FUmfare 

t’VE met Imran just a few times. 
He’s very talentM mid very good 
looking. But Tm not lookhlg for 
any involvement. Once mtten 
twice shy — Zeenat Amao in an 
Interview in FUmfare 






chess 

HodoMn (Blach) 



SpMiman (WtiHa) to mova 


Ftnmf poFlUon 

M«<Uuin of tha futura 

Tha seconfl of August 1979 was an Impor¬ 
tant day (or chass and tolacommunicatlons, 
marking as it did the first ever live chess 
game to be transmitted on Caefax, the BBC's 
new visual news and Information service 
Not many households at present have tele¬ 
vision equipped to receive Ceefax, so this 
historic event may wall have passed you by 
unnoticed, but its inmlications should not 
be underestimated. Ceefax Is taJlor-raade 
for transmitting chess news add games. 
Normal television is of course an equally 
good medium, but here the snag is to find 
sufficient available viewing time. Obviously 
the viewing public at large would not take 
too kindly to having thair dally diet of 
'Coronation Street' usurped by an analytical 
survey of (he Quean's GambU, but Ceefax 
does not run into this problem. It Is rather 
Ilka a video-newspaper with about 200 
pages and one can switch from one page to 
another at will. This means that it can quite 
comfortably carry information on a wide 
variety of minorlN Interests throughout the- 
day, even in peak viewing time. 

Over the next few years tha number ol 
sets equipped to receive Caefax and its 
independmt telavislon counterpart Oracle 
will probably increase dramatically as the 
facility becomes cheaper, and this could 
prove a real bonus lor chess enthusiasts. 
One could for example switch on to see live 
move-by-move accounts of World Champ¬ 
ionship matches, or major tournament 
games, results, news, or maybe even the 
latest opening ideas. Who knows? Chess on 
Ceefax at the moment is of course entirely 
experimental and Its development will 
depend largely on audience response. 

Meanwhile, the historic game: 

While. J. Speehnan. Black.J. Hodgson 
Queen's OMbit Tarraseh Oefeece. Ceefax 
1979. 

1. N-KB9, l>-04; 2. P-K3: 3- 

^-KNa, P-4NM; 4. B—N2, N-<»3; S. 
0-C, N—U; 9. P-04, 8-K2; 7. PxOP, 
KPxP; 9. P«P, 0-0; 9. BxP; 19.; 

N~B3. P-Of; 11. BxN.QxB; 12. N—K4, 
0~«2; 13. NX B, O x N; 14.0-02, »-NS; 
IS. P—Km, B—B4; The position Is about 
level. Jonathan Speetman now embarks on 
an interesting .plan to try to undermine 
Black's strong OP 

19.P-QN47 0-N3; 19... OxP; 17.0xQ, 
NxQ: 10. NxP favours White. - 
17. ON— N1, P-qm; 19. P-OM, B X N; 19. 
BxB, N-IU: ao. B-m, CMI-01; ». 


KN—B1, P—0917 Sharp play. Black fears a 
possible White build-up on the 08 file 
starting with R—B5. 

32. R-B3, P-OH4I 23. PxOP, VaP; 94. 
N0>-N3. 0-N2;2S.NxP,MxP:a8RxP. 
QxNP; aiaefc has skilfully maintained the 
balance and tha game should now be 
drawn. 

27. R(7)—NS. KR—K1; 29. N—09, H x N; 39. 
BxR. N—B4; 39. R—OBI, O—R9; 31. 
O—B4. R—KB1; 32. R—K1. 0-RS7I In 
mutual time pressure Black begins to go 
astray. White was threatening 33. OxP'f I 
RxQ;34. R—KSmate,but32...N—K3was 
a safe defence. 

»»- 0-09. N-02; 34. B-B9, Q-R4; 39. 

R—ONI IN—N3; He could still hang on with 

35. N—B3:3e.R—N9.Q— KB-f 37.K—N2, 
N—K1: 

36. 0-B7, N—BS; 37. QxQ, NxQ; 39. 
B—OBI A quaint finish - the knight le lost. 
38 . . . P—N3; 39. R—NS Resigns. 

MICHAEL STEAIM 


bridge 


ONE of tha five Bols Brilliancy Prizes at 
Lausanne went to the German player, von 
Gynz. (or a delance he pleyed against 
France. The deal contains other points of 


interest. 

Dealer. Waal. 


N-S vuinerabls. 


J to 5 
to 6 S 
K J 10 5 3 
10 7 


9 7 4 3 
0 7 

9 


K 8 

V 0 S 2 

♦ 9 4 2 

♦ A J 6 5 2 
N B096432 

w e 

s 

41 A 7 

P A K J 

♦ A 8 6 

« K O 8 4 3 

Chsrnla, for Franca, played as South In 
Six Clubs. West led the Jack of spades, won 
In dumrny After his usual two-sacondt 
thought Chemla played a diamond to tha 
Ace. drew trumps, and eliminated the 
spades arxl hearts, finishing m hand. This 
left. 4 _ 


* 10 

¥ — 

♦ K J 10 S 

* — 


♦ 4 2 
« A J 6 

N 

W E 
S 

« — 

¥ — 

♦ 6 6 

« 6 4 3 


A 0 9 6 

¥ 9 
4 Q 
* — 


When declarer led a diamond West played 
the 'Crocodile coup', opening his jaws to 
play the King and swallow his partner's 
Queen, if West falls to do this, then East is 
left on play 

Since the declarer would certainly not 
have led a diamond to the Ace early on if he 
had held AO. the defence was clearly 
marked, though I agree that many players 
would have missed it. What else strikes you 
about the hand? 

First, It was very smart play by Chemla to 
lead the diamond at once, before oppo¬ 
nents were likely to think ol unblocking 

Secondly, it would have been fine play by 
East to go up with the Oueen on the 
diamond lead, preventing any possibility of 
a throw-in should declarer hold. say. A J x 
In diamonds. This play of this Queen from 
Q x can hardly lose when dummy has low 
cards 

Thirdly, East missed another chance to 
dispose of 4 O when the second round of 
trumps was played. 


TERENCE REESE 



ONE of the longeet and most attractive 
aeries of airmail atamps waa Isauad In 
Uruguay In 1929. Re e asa p rinted by Water- 
low and Sons, London, all the stamps vMra 
In the same design, featuring Pegaws. the' 
winged horse of Greek mythology. The Htw 
Issue comprised 17 values from 1- 
cenleslmo to H pe s os but during the early 
1830a the stamps wart gradualiy raprintad 
in dfflarani ootoum ana miw vakias ware 
added to tha aarlaa. In 1989 Hia Bwna design 
was used by a Mcmtovidao priniar for 
stamps in a raduoad alM, again with naw 
vafuas. ao that a complata ooltaatlen would 
numbar 66 atamps. Thair prieaa now range 
from 20p (or the commoneat typat to about 
C20 lor aoma ol the high vNuae In mint 
cofxlltlon. Particularly inlarasttiig art 
envatopaa bearing tha Pagaaus atamps and 
flown on aoma of tha pionaar Intamatlonai 
air aarvkiaa ba tw aari Montovidao and othar 
South Amarioan cwliala or on tha varioua 
fllghta mada by tha iWman Graf Zappelin in 
South Amarioa during tha ISaOs. 




THE leaves, flowers and fruit of wocd'and 
trees are featured on the four winter v-'i'lfare 
stamps now on sale in Wes! 'srmsr < As 
usual, similar designs have b. chosen lor 
the West Berlin series The - r 'nctudea 
this 40 plus 20 pfennigs valut ,how.,ng the 
larch. German stamps beginnii'j wit: those 
of the old States are listed, ill- -drau J and 
priced in the new Stanley Gibbons 'Ger¬ 
many Stamp Catalogue’ (244 pp , £4) Issues 
of the Empire, the Third Reich. The Allied 
occupation zones, the Saar and Danzig are 
also covered. Among the i-.’rrly rarities are 
several from Bavaria and Saxony at over 
C2.000 each but even the West German 
winter welfare issues of the earlv ISOs are 
priced at between £30 and FSl' .<■ st>t This 
catalogue is the first edition Germany 
section in the new Stanley '. series, 

which will comprise 17 voli . iwering 
the stamps o' 'lie world In . 1. 


C. W. HILL 
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VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Btgliininfl AprH M 

This wMk ttis Sun is In Ariss, Vsnss is In Taurus, Jupiter, Mars, Saturn and Rahu are oonjoinad In Lao, Uranua and 
Naptuna are In Scorpio, Kathu Is In Aquarius' and Mercury is in Pisces. The Moon will be moving through Canoar, 
Leo and Virgo from Gemini. 


f ARIM (Marsh t1 — 
April 10) This will maln- 
ly be a lucky week for 
you. There Is a fair 

chance of promotion. 

Domestic affairs will bring a lot of 
happiness and Joy. Publicity or aoolal 

f >romlnance will bring you gain, but 
n many oases also a little unplea* 
santness. You will gain through as* 

oret Information or association. Busi¬ 

ness assoolatas must be kept Iq good 
humouf. Walt for Important lattarsl 
ittiiad dataei 29. 93 and 20. Lu 


numbers: 1, 4 and 8. Pavourabfe 
diraelient South. 

a TAURUS (Apru SI — 
May II) This wilt be a 
week of mixed fortunes. 
Apart from unaxpeoted 
llmasa or disagreement 
with an older person, this week Is 
bound to pass off very smoothly. In 
many oases, promotion will rNult 
from, hard work and applloatlon. You 
are advised to forge ahead on all 
fronts. Partners , and spouses will 
play an exceptionally big part In 
your life during this week. Do 
not Indulge In dubious love advsn- 
tures. dataei 21, 22 and 2A 
Lucky niHiWeret 8, 4 and 7. Pave«*> 
rsMt dbeelieni Norih*wasL 

a aiMINI (May 21 — June 
11) Be prepared for de¬ 
lays ana new problems 
In your profasslonal and 
domestlo affaire. Taka 
nothing for granted, aapaolally where 
proper^ and elders are oonoamad. 
Oonsarve your rasouroas and ohaek 
extravagant tandanoies. Pay atlan* 
tion to mlnuM business details. Your 
hard work and alnoeri^ will now mast 
with reoMriltlon, \ Booka nan 
be your beat frfenda at ma moment. 
Good daleei 23, 24 and M. Lirnky 
numbeiei I, 1 and 10. PaveuraMa 
direotleni Watt 

OANOIR (June It — 
Jidy 11) A wMk of stea- 
dyi rapid progreaa is 
foreseen for you. You 
will gain by your own 
hunches, hard work and antarpriaa. 
Your demeatlo life will also bring 
much Joy. A seoiet matter or asso¬ 
ciation will benefit you and famllyl 
frienda will show great cooperation. 
Pay attention to minute business de- 
tsito and take the advice of alders. 
Be careful not to displease your em¬ 
ployer or chief. Qooa datae: 22, 28 
25 and 28. Lucky numbare: 1, g and 
11. Favourable dtreeben: South. 


S , LIO (July 22 Auguai 
22) A secret matter of 
great Importance will be 
decided In your favour. 
Your professional status 
will JM raised. You will be praised 
by all your frisnds and relatives. Do¬ 
mestic affairs may go beyond your 
control. Your business and financial 
affairs will prosper and a promotion 
Is far from Improbable. Travel and 
push you bualnaaa affairs to the ut¬ 
most. Good dateet 28, 23 and 26. 


roble dlieeliofli North. 

VIRGO (Auguat 22 — 
^ Bepiember 22) Take 
^ ovary possible advan- 
M tags of favourabla stat- 
^ tar Influanoaa. Your hard 
work will now met with recognition. 
Follow your own hunches. Existing 
statlar Influences operating in your 
favour may be lost thro^h extra¬ 
vagance or overoptImIsm. This week 
Win be a happy and suooessful one. 
you must remain on your gua^. Keep 
business assoolatas In good humour. 
Good datea: 23, 24 and 25. Luelv 
numberai 7, 4 and 3. Paveurable 
dtreollem: South and East. 


a LIBRA (Baelomber 22— 
Oeteber 22) Thare Is 
risk of loss and onanoea 
of separation from Joved 
ones, ill healib also 
threatens you. Speculation, dealings 
wHb business partners, courtship, 
marriage and changes should be de¬ 
ferred. Oourage, fwth and fortitude 
will help you greatly In suooassfuliy 
tackling Ike;'-problems facing you 
You may Join some friends tor • pio> 
nio and have a good time. Seek and 
act upon the advice of elders. Do 
not have much faith In new friend¬ 
ships, Oeod daleei 23, 28 and 88. 
Lueky nufflberei 3, 2 and 11. Piveii- 
rsbie direedeni South. 

BOORRIO (Ooieber 22- 
November 21) Good for* 
^ 2 tune and a lot of happh 
^ v SJ heaa la wur portion this 
^ WMk. Some people will 
buy new vehloles, omamentt and 
clothes for their families. Letters will 
bring In good news. This la the right 
time to enter Into business agree- 
merits. ThoN hav¬ 

ing foreign exchange problems are 
likely to And Instant doTutions. Keep 
your' employers In good humour. 
Meet oio friends. Good datee: 20, 21 
and 24. Ltietiy numberoi 4, 8 and 8. 
Favounible dIreeSon: West 


« BAGrrrARIUB- (Novem¬ 
ber SS — December 22) 
Mixed atailar Influences 
indicate some success. 
You will be held In 
high estMm by others. A good 
week for love and matrimonial 
affairs. Your fatplty will acquire 
luxury goods. Sports and specuiatlon 
augur well. Revive old oontlaots to 
ault your Immediate andr. Look 
after the heatthr of ^our family 
mambers. Good dates: 21, 23 and 
28. Luoky numbers: i, 4, and 7. 
Favourable direedons t Bast and 
South. 

^MIIOORNI (Deeem- 
— January |0) 
You will And yourself 
very busy throughout 
this WMk. Boon you 

will be rewarded for your hard work. 
Your friends will pralM you and 
suite and debts will not afleot rou¬ 
tine work. Untimely meals and 
aleepleas nights are bound to 

affect your health. Medical expen- 
dltura is foresMn Iri you family. 

If ^B^iaaariil^ BlWMi 
M, 88 and 28. Luaiv numbers t 
3< ^ and 4. Favourable direeUen i 
Wbai 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
—February 12)Yourarw. 
oOtj adviMd to keep a oon- 
,|gnt watch on your 

business affairs and 
correspondenoa. Be tactful In 

your dealings with those In autho¬ 
rity, lawyers and friends from the 
opposite sex. Your happiness is 
likely to be marred by disputes. 
Borne legal exponMs may crop up. 
An unexpeoted Joumey is alM 
likely. Good datee t 

84, 82 and 22. Lueky niunboroi 
8, 8 and 7. Faveurabte dkoaiioiw: 
8outh4tut and South. 

FilolS (Fobiuary to 
— Moroh 2Q Thtro la. 
risk of ioM and ehan- 
OM Of soparallon from 
lovid ottea. Sate- 
fluard tha haaith of family mambars. 
Spaoulatlen, daaiinga partrwra, 
eourtehip, maniaga and ohangM 
ffluat bo pos^nod. Oouraga, 
faith and fortitudo wttl-halp you to 
bvarooma the probtema of Ilfs. 
Friends of (pa opposite sax. may 
betray you. Good dates i 23, 24 
and 26. Luoky manbars t 3, 2, «td 
8. Foveurabte Aeetton: South. 

M. B. RAMAN 





A helping hand 


1X7HEN piople have 6r an 
arm vnputated, k |o»et has 
to be made to cktdi the tbonp 
before aii artlAeW limb can be 
fitted. Producinf mem baa, sd'far, 
been expansive and ttaie*eon8um> 
ing, reduirlnf th«' ikUk of a tbam 
of craftsman. CSonventmhally, the 
procedure is to carve the appro¬ 
priate shape out of a block of 
wood, or to beat an alominhun 
alloy shee!^ to fib ■ a more 

recent techniquevi.-la. (pi build up 
layers of glais-runforoed plasties, 
applied in the io^ at bandages, 
j^r a plaster cast, of the stump. 

or « deemptS^^ fimb 

take thl finish^ 

irticle is ev«n .Ihen not always 
ihaped to the stump as accurately 
u it really needs to be to avoid 
indue discomfort.. 

Ppr ^e years h has been a|^- 
that (he fiPenUid advanmges 

hermoplaatte aoekets cMul be ’ 


made in a small fraction of thd 
tima taken to produce the conven-^ 
tlooal bnea^^they would do away, 
with corronon problems, be more 
hyf^ehic and would allow the cast 
shapa.'to be reproduced with a high, 
degree, of accuracy. Moreover, th^, 
woulfi ia significantly cheaper.'. 
Technu|ues for plastics-lorming re-^ 
quire n |>>6uid; or pattern, of the 
■uape.that (s to be reproduced, into 
whfck the thermoplastic mater^ is 
injected or formed. The cost of 
making such a tool and setting it 
up on a machine makes tlm tech*' 
nlque .u^twomical unless a large 
nomb^ w^jbarts are to be made to 
that Myrtteiuar shape. But every 
patiem has individual ohysical 
eharUewriStics that have to be 
matched by the socket, so no two 
sockets can'.have identical shapes; 
it is aiMRlttisl, too, that each socket 
. is t' i^* fit. This rules out the 
largeHkkIh production techniques. 

■ A machine developed by 

the Brnmcdkal Research and Deve- 
idpmm, Umt, Queen Mary's Ho^ 
fdwj^wqddR takes up an area^dfi 
'^md^iThalf of a> aquare tnetie.^ 
TbertlUre a large number of mate* 


ri|dy»;ihat may be formed ihto arti^^^ 
fl^l'timlw.' A abort list,^ fhmn,^ 
waf ‘ compiled aftar rejecting thne ^ 
that were obviously unaultable 
through being, for example, not ; 
elasdC'enough, too brittle to with¬ 
stand impact satisfactorily, <»■ : 
prone,to fatigue in the workingff 

S ture. rangft. .After conai* 
emienmMtation, one of the ,, 
iPtifprofyiehes wka aeiec* 
..ted WhiOh,.. incidentally, was so 
cheap''that the cost of a preform >. 
was only about ope pound, sterling. , 
It is likely .that there arc other,',' 
suitable' materials. 

A. cUnieaf trial behan In June 
1977. Ob 12 patients who had 
ubdargona a below-tha-knee am¬ 
putation, .It has since been extend¬ 
ed to 25 ‘patients. Some of them . 
have nqw worn their sockets regu- 
lariy mt more than 27 original " 
polypropylene sockets that were , 
supplied and so far there have " 
been no failures, mechanical break* 
dawns or need for refoting. Ja 
spite" bt-the considerable range in 
the Utn ajod shape at the panentt-- .> 
stumps, one^size of prefortb has 
beeAfoupd good enough. . t. 
^Mkltew process has opened ibcr^ 
wH(y tSstailapg' high quality mc- 
kets "cheaply and quickly. 
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piLHIDtARy 


NOT IN ORDER 

MR ZAIL SINGH, the Home 
Minister, is at loggerheads with 
the Director General of BSF, Mr 
Shrawan Tandon, who does not 
seeni ready to be cowed down. A 
few months ago, during Mr Cha* 
ran Singh's brief tenure, Mr Tan¬ 
don heard some complaints against 
two senior BSF officers who wen 
then posted in Delhi. One of 
them was a DIG who was to be¬ 
come an IG very soon. After 
making inquiries, Mr Tandon 
found the complaints to be well- 
founded, They were made on 

S rounds of misconduct. Although 
ir Tandon knew the two officers 
wen guilty, he could not order 
departmental action. Thenfore, he 
ordend their transfer on dlsdpll- 
nary grounds. 

Toe officers got in touch with 
Mr Cbaran Singh’s secretariat. 
The PM advised Mr Shrawan 
Tandon to withdraw his orders 
but Mr Tandon very politely refu¬ 
sed to yield. He asked his office 
to issue transfer orders without 
any further delay. In between, 
the Governmeoit at the Centre stei^ 
ped down and in came Mrs Gandhi. 
Doth the officers then pleaded 
with some Congress (I) men to win 
favours from Mr Sanjay Gandhi' 
or his ‘ men. Mr Tandon was 
told that Mr Sanjay Gandhi was 
opposed to the two officers being 
transferred. But Mr Tandon 
did not budge. He told the MPs 
that Mr Gandhi had never asked 
him to withdraw the tranrfer 
orders. A very powerful member 
of the PM’s Secretariat then couj 
tacted the Director General and 
asked him to cancel the transfer 
orders. He even issued a note to 
add a touch of authority. Political 
pressure continued. But Mr Tan¬ 
don stood firm. 

Finally the Home Minister him¬ 
self called the Director General 
and asked him to cancel the trans¬ 
fer orders without delay. Mr Tan¬ 
don asked for a wiitten order 
from the Home Minister, which 
was given thereafter. Although 
he cancelled the transfer orders. 
Mr Tandon told the Home Minis¬ 
ter of how he had withstood 

? iressurc to cancel the postings 
rom the former PM. 

In an earlier case also the DG. 
BSF, known for his firm principles 
withstood pressure from the for¬ 
mer Home Ministry and CBI Di¬ 
rector. Mr R. U. Singh, to send an 
officer, Mr Hatui. to the CBI on 
deputation from BSF. After send¬ 
ing a note to the Home Ministry 
h? passed .111 tiriier cancelling the 
lr.in,sfer mclei^ toi tlie two officers. 
But the llonie Minister was annoy- 



Giani ZaU Stnjgh 


ed by his resistance. Subsequently, 
ail proposals »ent to the Ministry 
by the Director General such as 
those for cadre-review and crea¬ 
tion of new posts are being turned 
'down. These proposals were sent 
to overcome stagnation in BSF. 
It seems that the DG will have to 
pay for his honesty and integrity. 
And a force which has not had 
problems of indiscipline, or was 
affected by the polioe ' revolt, 
is now seething with discontent. 

FUND OF ENERGY 

WHILE industry siilFers from lack 
of power, the Energy Ministry 
seems preoccupied with redecorat¬ 
ing the rooms of bureaucrats.. 
About Rs. 25,000 is understood to 
have been spent on doing up the 
rooms of Mr Abfiul Barkat Ataul 
Ghani Khan Chowdhury. It seems 
the Ministry had some funds that 
rehiained unspent on the adminis¬ 
trative account from the previous 
year which the.v would have other¬ 
wise had to surrender. So . they 
decided to spend it. Even under 
secreturies in the Ministry have 

-I-.. - ■ - - ■ - ....... 

A. B. A. Ghani Khan Chaudhury 
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been given Decora carpets. The 
room the former Energy Mini*- 
tee’s PA used has been converted 
into a bedroom. _ 

NO ORIENTER 

THE Bureau for Polioe Research 
and Development (BPR & D) is a 
very important department for 
training and coordinating the 
work of the Indian police. The post 
of Director, training in the depart¬ 
ment is held by an officer of the 
rank of I.G. The Prime Minister 
recently stressed the need to reor- 

? anise aqd modernise the police 
orce. According to her. inddents 
'like the recent lathi charge on 
.blinds occur because of a lack of 
orientation on how to deal with 
situations. But the post of Direc-' 
tor, training (BPR A D), tbei 
officer responsible for imparting 
the training, is lying vacant for 
the last five months. The post 
was last occupied by Mr K. N. 
Prasad, who left in the first week 
of December and joihed the Home 
Ministry to look after crime in the 
Dhanbad belt. The Director, 
training is the coordinator for all 
the polioe training institutes 
ana a’U orientation courses. Sur¬ 
prisingly, Governments have been 
known to appoint only such offi¬ 
cers as head of this department, 
who have fallen out of favour. 

WIMP 

HE IS one of the juniormost 
members of the Lok Sabha, He 
was elected to the Lok Sabha for 
the first time in January 1980. He 
Is very close to the powers-that-be 
in the Congress (I) and has been 
allotted a house on Tughlak Road. 
Traditionally, only Cabinet Minis¬ 
ters and full secretaries are enti¬ 
tled to these bungalows. In rare 
cases a very senior leader can also 
have a house on Tughlak Road. 
But this gentleman in the ruling 
Party is important ; there are 
three telephone lines in this house, 
a police constable to guard it, and 
a host of secretaries to stop pry¬ 
ing journalists from entering the 
bungalow. In case you want an 
appointment with hiui, Mr Secre¬ 
tary would tell you: "Sorry, sir. 
You can try next week. I will try 
my best. You see this week he is 
very busy." Interestingly, the MP 
dors not have a past to boast of in 
the Congress. Dozens of imporlcrf 
cars are always seen tilting out¬ 
side his bungalow — which makes 
it easy to recognise — and also 
crowds of bnsincssnicn in safari 
suits. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Ilaiildns''imssiire cooker 



IburHmldiis 

|ii9«f6rit§elf 

inlhefintyear 

Solve your kerosene 
problem 

Kerosene is difficult to get 
and costs a lot.Therefore, 
every effort must be made to 
use the minimum kerosene 
for cooking. Modern science 
has a solution. 

Scientific, comparativla 
cooking trials with the 
Hawkins pressure cooker 
have proved that on an 
average it consumes 53% 
less kerosene than cooking 
in the ordinary way. Because 
cooking with Hawkins takes 
less than half the time of 
ordinary cooking, you get 
similar savings if you use 
any other fuel—gas,coal, 
wood or electricity. 

The best investment 

By using a Hawkins, an 
average family can save over 
half a litre of kerosene per 
day. Saving on fuel alone 
would pay for your Hawkins 
in the first year itself. Since 
Hawkins is made to serve 
you for years and years, it is 
the best investfnent you can 
make today. 

You need not worry if you 
have never used a pressure 
cooker before. Every 
Hawkins comes with a 
simple, iliustrated instruction 
book, with 127 tested 
recipe8.Ttie book is avadalvie 
in 12 Indian ianguagtes. 





Save on maintenance 

Hawkins gives the least 
trouble.The Hawkins gasket 
arid safety valve last longer 
than in ordinary pressure 
cookers. 

The special Hawkins design 
makes it accident-proof. 
Because the lid opens 
downwards into the pot 
instead of sideways,the lid 
cannot be opened even by 
mistake until the pressure 
inside falls to a perfectly safe 
level.The safety valve is 
under the handle bar so that 
when it operates the steam is 
deflected safely downwards. 

Free service 

Hawkins has a written 
guarantee for 5 years. All parts 
covered by the guarantee 
are replaced free. Hawkins 
service is always free. There 


Hawkins® 


are Hawkins Authorised 
Service Centres with factory- 
trained mechanics in 
115 towns in India who 
provide prompt expert service. 

Invest in your 
famiiy’s health 

You may not know it, but 
a Hawkins is also an invest¬ 
ment in your family's health 
because it gives healthier 
food than ordinary cooking. 
Studies by the Central Food 
and Technological Research 
Institute show that certain 
nutritive elements, particularly 
vitamins and proteins, are 
better retained in pressure 
cooking. And Hawkins gives 
you more hygienic food 
because it cooks at 122”C, 
the temperature used for 
sterilisation. 

Nowadays, you canrfbt afford 
to*be without a Hawkins 
pressure cooker. Buy a 
Hawkins at your nearest, most 
trusted dealer or write to the 
manufacturers. Pressure Cookers 
& Appliances Ltd., 



g) Hawkin* and Hawklnt-Univarsal < 

ara Ragiaiarad Trada Mark* t- 


© 1980 Copyright by 

Ragiaiarad Uaers, Praaaurt 
Cookers S Appliances Ltd. 


The timilrie-finee piessf ire 

thafk made to sene fimr years and years* 





Pace setters for the 8o^s 
Morarjee Mills 


Dress Fabrics. Suitings, Shirtings and Sarees. 

I In pure polyester, cotton and blends. 

te Morarjee Goculdas Spinning and Weaving Co. Ltd 
Bombay 400 012. 
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Wlio was the failed assassin? 
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HOW 

KARMACOLA' 
BECAME A HIT 

By the author 

GITA MEHTA 























^hich one is the real you? 



Poise lets you decide. 

Bewitching. Angelic. Sensuous. Charming. 

Poise has a perfume that's just right for you! 


robe Chantdlc 

Fresh. Wid. Dew-kissed buds. 

The haunting spirit of forest flowers 
Captured for you in a lingering aroma 
Chantefle. A perfume as unforgettable 
as the woman who wears it 

robe Spray rcrfumc 

In three da^g, 'come-hither' 
fragratKes that accentuate your 
persortaity. Musk. Mystique. Cologne. 


robe Eau de lasnun 

The heady bouquet of fresh |asmine, 
to stir the senses. 


poise 

Handkerchief perfume* 

Marketed by iUlt IncBa Limited 


Poise Eau de Lavande 

The gentle whiff of bvender.soft 
arnl sweet as a dream. 

Poise Eau de Vetiver 

The captivating scent of vetiver, 
ful of thiii and ettchantment. 

Just be yourscH. 
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The Agfa looly Q takes perfect 
snapshots in dim, soft light. 
Open the aperture wide to 
f/5.6 to get as much light as 
possible to the film. Set the 
shutter at 1/30 second, slow 
enough tolsllow correct 
image registration. Shoot 
from a distance of 1.83 m. 
with the Isoly firmly on a 
tripod. Use riow film for 
greater shaipness—128 ASA. 
nie result? A perfect picture 
in low light. 


rfect The Agfa Isoly n is a great Se« 

ht. all-round camera. You simply yot 

to adjust settings, distance and 

; as film to freeze a sports scene 

he forever, capture every 

low detail, near or distant, of a 

landscape or get close 
t enough to snap a leopard AQ 

snarlingl Bran 

The Agfa Isoljr n is built to 
German specifications and 
undergoes over 100 exacting 
tests. 

^ ISOLY-II 

fpr piOfC/ZiOIKlI MAfR/. 


See this fine camera today at 
your friendly Agfa dealer. 


Diatfibuiort 

AGFA-QEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 

Branches Bombay • New Delhi 
Calcuna • Madras 

®Reeiatared Trademark of Agta-Gevaen, 
Antwerp/Leverkusen Manufacturers of 
Photographic Products 
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Exclusive Dornier Fabric 
that makes you wonder why 

it wasn’t introduced before 
you bought your last suit 


Discover the Jiyajee Dorn look : 

It’S as individual as you are. 

Jiy.ijfO-Doin ;>uitings are just like you diffei*^nt 

from anything you'vo uvei im.iginod Thit'.s 
!)• .'an -ti? they'rp mad^ on th'=‘ most ver.s^t5l<^ w<^.iving 
today, Dorniei of Wost Germany And porfot 
bv tin-’ i.ingulii Jiyaive fjenius To qivp you an *-*xo5ting 
gal jvy of tftxtureJ and shades. And a looi. so sensuously 
opulen! other suifinqs simplv pale before it ' 

Discover the jiyajee-Dorn weave : 

It’s like nothing you’ve seen before 

NeviT M much t'minpt'iing .skill .md Wf u'lria 

fi.xpiTti.i-H 'i ,v( goal' into snilinq is la Jiv,ij.>i' Floin. That 
js bi-i .ui f llie r'liirimr wc.iviiiu iiicoip'.i iti-'. shuttli'-lf*;,', 
Wii.iviag .iq.iiiat i uaveiitioiidl wt-.iving 'Vhp i.itiiir r-.in I'lo 
wovs-ii fioiii Ki dilli.'i eiil is.'efl v-.mi.s iu.sto,id of jiisl or.o, 
with diffr-ient foloilf;, different rouiits .a.d difforopt 
hbie.s And wh it vou have i.s a r.inqo of <■ 'louts inti 
textures so bteathtakinqly beautiful, other suitiiiys just 
can't match it ' 

Discover Jiyajee Dorn today. 

Then rediscover yourself afterwards. 

Everything you've ever wanted in a .suitinq, Jiyajee- 
Dorn now brings to you De.signed to make the man m 
you look and feel a whole lot bettor When it comes to 
dressing somebody as exclusive as you, Jiyajee-Dorn 
believes nothing less will do 




JlYnJEEDORN 

It makes your presence felt 
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Look,touch and feel Carnaby 
Comfort and style as only 
a great fabric can give 


Ask li> "CO llic hand-pickod 
Carnaby lanjic 
Run ymn palm across ihc 
snnu>lh lu\ni ions fabric 
Imagine i( take shape in the 
hands of a first-class 
professional outfitter. 


Hinnv's Carnaby Collection 
Make it yours. 

l or style and wearing comfoi t 
as only Binny can blend 



r^The 

V^AD 




i^APNABY 

cdk'ction 

Kxclusbe polyesier/wwil 
worst^suiliniis 
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"Karma Cola" haa bacoma an Inatant baataellar and Ita 
author, Qlta Mahta, a naw atar on the publlahing hori¬ 
zon. Tha axtraordinary book datalla how Hindu phllo* 
aophv la balng diatortad and mlaundaratood by thoaa In 
tha waat who aaak Inatant nirvana, Gita Mahta narrataa 
how aha cama to writa thia, har firat book. Alao, tha 
at 07 of har quaat for aalf'axpraaalon. 


On April 14, Ram Bhul* 
ohand LalwanI, a raaldant 
of Baroda. throw a aprlng- 
knifo at Mra Indira Qandni 
aa aha waa laavlng Parlla- 
mant Houaa. Tha throa>and' 
a*half Inch kntfa fall at har 
faat. LalwanI waa promptly 
ovarpowarad by tha PM'a 
aaourlty ataff. Top law and 
ordor aganclaa Including 
tha rntalllganca Buraau are 
probing Lalwanl'a political 
connactiona. SUNDAY ra- 
counto tha drama. 


On papar at loaat, Moham* 
modan Bportinq thio aoaaon 
haa tha boat football team. 
Ita fint taat will ba tha Fa- 
daratlon Cup baglnnlna on 
April 18. How dfd Moham- 
madan Sporting pick up tha 
Maldan'a auporatara In ona 
awaap ? Who organload the 
coup ? Will tha current team 
bring back Mohammedan 
Sporting'a loot glory? The 
club'a paaaionate aupportera 
ara waiting with bated 
breath. 



Some of the worat feara about Aaaam aeem to be in¬ 
exorably coming true. Almost everybody’a taat bet, Mra 
Gandhi’s magical healing powers In dealing with the 
North-east, seems to be failing this time, mat Is the 
mood In Assam where everybody is acutely conscious 
of reaching a watpraheij from where there is no return? 
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Waiting for war 

Arimil Forcc-s: A quiet 
('imlKleiice" (March 23) by 
Saunutra llanerjee lueseiits an over¬ 
view «t linlia’i military stienKth 
and strategy a> tompaiwl with those 
ot her neiuhbour.s 'I'he nee<l to en¬ 
hance our milit.iiy tapabilily was 
first felt after lh<‘ liMi'i war with 
China. M is cleai that I’akistan is 
preparing an atom bomb, but as Dr 
Bhabani SennUpta -say^. very little 
will remain ot 1‘akistaii if the mill- 
tarj junta attacks liuli.i However, 
in order to stienstheii the armed 
forces, obsolete arms and weapons 
must be replaced by efficient ino 
dern armouries and missiles. Besi- 

Blind to reason 

A propos of the report on the 
“Blind lathi-charffe” (March 23) 
by Ajoy Bose, the unprecedented bru¬ 
tal attack bv Delhi Police on a pro¬ 
cession of blind men on the World 
Day of the Disabled deserves to be 
condemned in the .strongest possible 
terms. Bv no .stretch of imagination 
could a few hundred blind men pose 
a law .and • order problem. Of late, 
the atrocities by the police have been 
increasing. It seems reason and 
humaneness are beyond the police. 

41. G. Balani, Bombay 

AJOY BOSE did a remarkable job ot 
descTibing the humiliation of the 
blind men. lit was must callous ot the 
Go\ eminent to beat up and arrest 
the blind instead of ameliorating 
their lot. 

Vinayak Mishra, Delhi 

THE blind attack was among the most 
gruesome of police atrocities in the 
recent past, and calls for immediate 
action. Mrs Gandhi's profuse apolo- 
sies. for the incident might give some 


des. since our rxiuptrv is rich in 
nuclear raw materials, it is onl.v 
sensible to go the nuclear way. It is 
obvious that if peace and security 
in the subcontinent is to be main¬ 
tained, India must prepare for war. 
Soubhaoyabanta Maharana, BnUmyir 

OUR Armed forces have been equip¬ 
ped to some extent with modern 
weapons following the 1971 war, but 
compared to the armies of develo¬ 
ped countries, it is still in its infancy. 
The present numbci' of defence pro¬ 
duction establishments in the ooun 
tiy is not enough to equip an Army 
of a country ot India's si/e. 

Bhupen /lo.su, Jamshedpitf 

EVEN though India's military capa¬ 
bility lias vastly improved, it must 
l)e strengthened owing to tlio .Soviet 
inteiveiitiun in Atgliamstan and the 
US naval presoiU'c in the Indian 
Ocean OlhcM' important factors to 
be noted are the US move to arm 
Pakistan and China's new policy of 
modernisation ot ‘ its armed forces 
Gradually, we shall have to reduce 
external dependence tor weapons. 
Piiouar V. Sudhakuran. Trivandrum 

THE apprehensions and suggestions 
of Air Commodore S Nair (Retd.) 
in “Is the South exposed'?'' (March 
23) deseive special .itteintioii, and 
should be examined in detail by ex¬ 
perts. At least military intelligence 
on the high seas as well as the 
super power op^Mations m the re¬ 
gion must be closely watched What 
is must important is that we will 
have to deade onr strategy as 
quickly as possible, and make suita¬ 
ble budget provisions. 

R. N. Lahtrt, Calcutta 


solace to the victims, but will it bring 
a sense ot security to thousands of 
mtimid,iit<-d citizens? The law has 
been I rained in the interest of citi¬ 
zens to give them a sense of security, 
not for suppoiHing tyranny. The Chief 
Mmister of West Bengal, Mr Jvoti 
Basu said of the guardians of the 
law “The mentality of the police 
cannot be changed overnight. It will 
take some time.’’ But pm-soos in 
.luthoritv should realise that if faith 
in the Guvemnient is lost, the coun¬ 
try will fast approach the stage of a 
1 evolution 

41. Narasimha Rao, Paradip 

WORDS fail to convey the sense of 
shuck and disgust at the brutal as¬ 
sault. It seems cruelty and calluus- 
ue.ss arc common attributes of the 
polue But this is haidly sui prising; 
raping teenaged girls and torturing 
innocent people in lock-up are other 
crimes the police are known to com¬ 
mit most fiequently. Only when they 
arc -subject to the same torture, in¬ 
sult and hiinuiiatiun will the police 
learn a lesson. Alter last May's po¬ 
lice agitation in various parts of the 


Hail The Mall 

A SHOK KAMATH’s “Many a slip’’ 
(March 9), projecting the even¬ 
ing English daily from Madras, 
Induin Sun, looks biased. The new. 
daily, which carries Tamil and Eng¬ 
lish repoits, does not stand any com- 
pari.soii with The Mail cKher in news 
content, printing or presentation with 
a neat get-up f have been a regular 
reader ol 7 he Mail for alxiut three 
deciHles The only defect with it is it 
now lacks the peppy, .straightforward 
i‘<lilorials ol the late Mr Hayles- For 
the p.ist tew year.s, it has developed 
timidity to be critical of the govern¬ 
ment ami of thel’arty which is in po- 
vyer so much so it gives the impres- 
-sion it is a government publication. 
It Is thus natural its editorials tend 
to be drab and read like a -schoolboy’s 
essay. That wav. perhaps. The Mail 
is losing its credibility. Yet. I do not 
go to bed unless .! read The Mail in 
the evening. It Is opium for me. 

V. G. Iyer. Madras 


Dastardly attack 

‘ ‘ A NOTHER Churchman murder- 
xm cd’ (March 23) by S. P. Sagar 
pi evented anothei sad picture of 
Bihar s deteriorating law and order. 
After the barijans, it is now Christian 
priests who are tailing victim to anti- 
socials. It was shiK'king to read about 
the way Father Mathew was killed, 
and the repeated attacks on priests 
and nuns fur years. Such crimes can¬ 
not be expected in any civilised and 
secular country. The Government 
must be prompt in apprehending and 
punishing the culprits. 

Pradrp Choudhury, Dupgapur 


country many ot the policemen's 
grievances were redressed and steps 
were taken to improve their living 
conditions. Yet they continue to be 
highhanded. 

Bijay Kumar Jaiswal, Katihar 


THE Day of the Disabled was oQe of 
the sauciest in the history of India. Is 
this the respect that policemen lighP 
in the heart of the capital show iKe 
disabled on a day devoted to their 
well arc? Your report described the 
incident in detail, and it is the dut\ 
ot every citizen to protest against the 
police action. Merely s.vmpathising 
with the victims and appointing a 
commission ot enquiry wilt not solve 
the problem. The Governineiit should 
take stringent dc^ioi against the com 
cerned authorities and the Minister 
in question should step down Mrs 
Gandhi’s statement in Pai liament that 
it was not clear whether the police¬ 
men lathi-charged the processionists 
or were simply trying to hold them 
back is misleading. She should know, 
better than anyone clsp. that police¬ 
men never “hold back’* a procession. 

C, G. Koruna, Bangalon^ 




( WILL be failing in my duty if I do 
not condemn such a blmd and brutal 
attack. The incident should make 
every policeman bann his head in 
shame. The use of force was unnece- 
ssaiy. Even if some persons tried to 
break the police cordon, the stronit 
police contingent could easily have 
stopped the blind men without resor¬ 
ting to violence. Who are really 
blind? The police or tho handicap¬ 
ped? The police in the capital should 
iuiow that the uniform does not give 
them licence to run amock. 

Sized Muthahar Saqaf, Killai 
(Tamil Nadu) 


Another death 


MIAEATH in police custody’' (March 
ly 23) by S. N. M. Abdi reminded 
me of a si^lor case wnicb came to 
light four months before that of Ka- 
mai Thakur. On the night of Novem¬ 
ber 13, 1979 at about 11.30 pm. 21- 
year-old Narain Roy, the son of a 
Haitway employee who himself wor¬ 
ked tor the National Textile Corpo¬ 
ration of India was brutally beaten to 
death by hoodlums with rods, bboja- 
lis and lathis. His body was mutilated 
and thrown into a gutter that is com¬ 
monly used as a urinal. The police 
was nowhere to be seen till tber next 
morning when a passer-by spotted 
the body and informed the adjoining 
Gulabari police station. The police 
informed the family of the deceased 
only after the post-mortem was com¬ 
pleted, and handed the body over to 
them. Narain was once a resident of 
(iolmohar Colony, and later shifted 
to Salkia. He was, incidentally, a 
friend of Kamal Thakur. If the Con¬ 
gress (I) Claims that Kgmal was their 
worker and raised his case in the 
State Assembly, why were they silent 
about that of Narain? Not a single 
enquiry was conducted into Narain’s 
case, ..although he had no criminal 
record. Narain’s parents wrote many' 
tetters to the CM Mr Jyotl Basu 
■bout their aon’s case requeating him, 
to bring the culprits to book, but 
nothing was done. 

Fartm, Howrah 


An appeal 


M y AHJNG husband Is undergoini 
dialysis twice s waek. Both his 
Sidneys have failed since April 1879. 
we have been appealing for a suita¬ 
ble kidney from donors since than, 
but to no avail, since the doctm are 
not sgrealna to a kidney tranapiant. 
M.V husband haa undergone 100 dia¬ 
lysis treatments, and we have spent 
about Rs 60,000 so far. We are find¬ 
ing it very difficult to continue the 
dialysis and sustain the family at the 
same time. If we purchase a Haamo 
Y>sl.vtis unit we could continue the 
dlalyau at home and the family could 
survive. The cost of the equipment 
and installing it would be around 
Rs one lakh. Iherefore, I appeal 
|o .vour readars for donations to save 
the life of my husband, and our 
family. 

Thampeon, 70 , Krishna Naaar 
Virugambakkam, Madras— 600 OM 
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Curse of partition 

'T'HIS refers to “Pakistan: para- 
h dise lost" (March 25) by Ra- 
jendra Sareen. Toe British Govern 
meat exploited Hindu-Musiim senti¬ 
ments to divide the couniry for 
“convenience of sway” The com¬ 
munal hatred grew to such a pitch 
I that the Muslims could no longer 
stay in India. The nation was thus 
apportioned, apparently to prevent 
further bloodsiM^. The process of 
partition wi.8 sought to be completed 
in due course. All the Hindus of 
Pakistan were to be brought to In¬ 
dia. But when numerous Hindus left 
the erstwhile East Pakistan to set¬ 
tle in India, our national leaders 
pleaded with them to stay back in 
their homes. Even Gandhi entreated 
them not to abandon Pakistan, and 
assured them of safety. Didn’t odr 
leaders therefore encourage com¬ 
munal riots? 

Later in 1964, several Hindus were 
driven out of Pakistan. I'hey came 
to India as refugees and bad to ralv 


on official aid. Many Bengalis also 
sought refuge in Assam, which ac¬ 
counts for the present turmoil iu 
the state. Thus partition could nei¬ 
ther solve the problem of Indian 
Muslims nor that of Pakistani Hio- 
dus. 

Dilip Kumar Roychowdhuri, GonSta 

MR SAREEN deserves ail praise for 
his critical article. But he should 
have aiso mentioned wbat Subaat 
Chandra Bose haa to say aboui parti-i 
tion, aiong witn excerpts trom spee¬ 
ches by jmnan. Nehru and Maulana 
Azau. Most Hindus do not agree that 
Jmnan, Nenru, Patel and Gandhi are 
equally responsible for partition- Su- 
bhas Chamira Bose was one of the 
few who aroused a secular spirit, 
among members of all communities. 
It is a pity that our soaal problems 
are seen from a communal angle: 
most social prob.ems can oiuy be sol- 
vea through class struggle and not 
communal riots. To sec problems to 
such a naiTow perspective can oniy 
encourage national aisiutcgraiiun. 
iWuimahniu Sen, Bangalore 


Right or wrong ? 

''PHIS refers to the article “Mrs 
I. Gandhi takes a right turn” (March 
23) by Kewal Varma. Can toe author 
denne what a “right” or ' left” policy 
in India exactly is? When the CM ot 
the Left Front Government of West 
Bengal invites multinationals or mo¬ 
nopolists like the Tatas to invest in 
the state or when he permits Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation, a private 
agency, to start a new power plant 
or when the Leftist West Bengal 
Finance Minister submits a pro-capi¬ 
talist budget, these are described as 
“lett policies" and actions. When 'he 
CPI and CPI (M) ally with diehard 
t^actionary, communal and regional 
Parties 'like the DMK, Akalis and 
Muslim League, even these Parties 
become “progrewive" and Leftist. 
When the CPI (M) governments ot 
Tripura and Weat Bengal kill Naxa- 



First Number one 

tJITRBN Fralcaah Padukone was 
Vf playing in the final of the All 
England Badminton Championship at 
LoMon, I was haw searching the re- 
owd books to find whether any In- 

r - - - - - - - 


lites, tea garden workers and dock 
workers, their actions are not seen 
as Fascist but “left and democratic”. 
But when the police make a lathi- 
charge on blind.s without her know¬ 
ledge. Mrs Gandhi is at once called 
a Fascist. 

By the way. what is happening in 
the world at large? Are the Russians 
and Chinese going “left” or "right”? 
The talk about “left” and “light” 
policies is a stupid controversy whJcii 
has caused a lot of damage to our 
economy. What we need today u 
pragmatism and productivitv- The 
Communists and so-called leftists in 
the Congress in the early Seventies 
misled Mrj Gandhi into going in for 
large-scale nationalisation. The lef¬ 
tists later destroyed the organisation 
by ruthless trade union blackmailing 
Mrs Gandhi should never commit the 
same mistake. 

R. Banerji, Calcutta 


dian had ever risen to the rank of 
the world's number one in any indi¬ 
vidual sports event. The answer was 
obvloualy none. With his facile vic¬ 
tory over the reigning champion Lim 
Swie King of Indonaiia in the All 
England event and having already 
won the Danish and Swedish Cham- 
pionahipt, Prakaah has broken the 

the age of 15, when he be¬ 
came the junior chanipion and also 
India's number one, Prakath has ne¬ 
ver looked back. He was ruthlessly 
consistent, and was never seriously 
threatened with facing defeat over 
the last nine years at the hands of 
any seeded player. In fact, the gap 
twtween Prakash and the other In¬ 
dian players was so wide, he could 
not even practise hard enough for 
the All England Championship. It was,, 
only by dint of his dedication to the 
game th^ he rose to the unbelieva¬ 
ble position of the world’s number 
one. 

H. K. Dutta, Bokaro Steel City 
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HOW 
KARMA 
COLA' 
BECAME 
A HIT 

By the author 

GITA MEHTA 

No book in English by an Indian nulhor 
has aroused as much interest in recent times as 
'Karma Cola'm which Gita Mehta has lashed 
out at the absurdities that sunotind the 
whole guru syndrome This is the beautilul 
Gita Mehta's first book, and she never really 
expected to make the splash she did—reviews 
dripping with praise in the most powerful 
English newspapers and magaxmes, interviews 
on television, on ladio and /list about 
everywhere Here. Gita Mehta 
(who nappens to be the dauqhier of 
Biju Patnaik) explains, in an exclusive article, 
how exactly the book was written and sold 
In India. Karma Cola', published originally by 
Jonathan Cape, is being distributed by B / 

Pnhficatinns. 


Publishing 
and Being Damned 

Somebody asked Jack Nicholson, 
Academy Award^inning filmstar and 
hot ItoUywood property, hour he. 
became an actor. He replied that he 
IMS hangvng around Los Angeles and 
one day he drifted into a film. Add¬ 
ing, "Best damned piece of drifting 
[ ever did." 


I HE American edition^ of 
mv book came out at the 
end of November. Since 
then I have been fre- 
I qiiently asked how I came 
to write this book. Actually what 
happened was that I accompanied my 
husband to a party in New York three 
years ago As I didn’t know anyone 
I was peering glumly into my glass 
of poi.sonou.s New York water, won¬ 
dering if I could last the next hour, 
when an acquaintance came up and 
exhorted me to circulate. He made 
a passionate case for his view that 
wives who were not in perpetual 
motion at professional parties treat 
ed a bad impression for theli 
husbands. So, t^ing a deep breath, 
I plunged into the social whirl. And 
lo! A hand plucked at my sari, follow¬ 
ed by a sonorous voice which said. 
“Here's the girl who's going to tell 
us what Karma is all alMut.’’ 

grabbing my cue, I replied in 
equally witty fashion. "Karma is not 
what it’s cracked up to be.” 

And the voice said solemnly, "Write 
it.” 

As the voice belonged to the pre¬ 
sident of the largest publishing house 
in America I resisted the temptation 
to tell him he was barking mad. But 
when the voice followed up his idea 
by telephoning me continuously for 
several days after the party, I sug¬ 
gested th.st we talk face to face about 
his problem. Such conviction I felt 
could only come from a person in 
imminent danger of conversion to the 
several madnesses of orthodox 
Hinduism. 

“Why me?” I asked when we met. 
“I am not a writer. I do not condone 
this marketing of philosophy as a 
new narcotic. And I am not a 
theologian.” 

“But you’re an Indian,” he replied. 

I then realised that the problem 
was not a personality flaw, but a 
fantasy which had been so widely 
and so successfully marketed that 
even this intelligent older man 
thought it a perfectly reasonable 
assumption that my sari gave me 
powers of metaphysical perception 
denied to the rest of the human race. 
Worse, he was prepared to back his 
assumption with a cash down pay¬ 
ment. In the presence of such lunacy 
I took two gambles. I didn’t take his 
cash, and I- did take his advice. Which 
is how I came to write this booV. 

Best damned niece of circulating 1 
ever did. 






JHE cash rejection situa¬ 
tion created waves in my 
happy home. Everyone 
tried to impress upon me 
■that a bird in the hand 
was worth two in the bush. But I 
knew what 1 was doing. I was going 
for the Big One—Total Control. No 
heavy-breathing editor telling me 
which chapter should stay and whidi 
should go, no fights to the death over 
the title of the book. I was after all 
a veteran of the terrible wwld of 
film-making, where if you are not pre¬ 
pared to accommodate the chopping 
and changing of your work, your lUm 
either doesn’t get finished or doesn't 
get shown. Certain eminently reason¬ 
able voices of doom did point out 
that having written a book I mi^t 
not find anyone willing to publi^ it. 
But I believed that the American who 
had brought up the subject in the 
first place would rush my finished 
.manuscript into print. 

You have to have that sort of 
fantasy if you’re setting out to do 
anything as dumb as writing a book. 
And, cocooned in my naivete, I wrote 
one. On a red plastic typewriter 
called, optimistically by its makers, 
Valentine—but for me no love object. 
The keyboard jammed, the ribbon had 
to be rewound digitally every other 
page, and the spacing medianism 
was so eccentric that frequently two 
paragraphs ended up typed neatly on 
one line, creating a bar of impenetr¬ 
able blackness. 

Then there was the spoor of my 
entire household tracking across the 
pages. Rings from my husband’s 
mugs of coffee, muddy paw prints 
from the dog demanding a walk, 
stains from sandwiches dropped by 
children, grease from my own bands 
rushing between curries and creati¬ 
vity, grocery lists and urgent house¬ 
hold tasks, doodles on the comers by 
impatient friends and relatives, tele¬ 
phone numbers interspersed fn the 
immortal prose. In short, nobody 
was taking my literary career serious¬ 
ly. Which meant I bad to find Inner 
Resources. 

As I washed the dishes or unplugg¬ 
ed a jammed toilet or ministered to 
another guest in the usual unending 
stream of houseguests, I firmly re¬ 
peated the following mantra, "I aqi 
not Gerald Ford. I can walk and 
chew gum at the same time”. 

The mantra worked a treat. One 
day the boc^ was finished and wing¬ 
ing its way to my agent in New York. 

There is such a thing as having 
the right thing in the right place at 
the right time. It’s called ludc. In 
the very week that my shabby sheets 
began circulating in the cathedrals of 
American publishing, news was break¬ 
ing of a religious community wtidi 
committed mass suicide In 
Guyana by quaffing gallons of a 
lethal mixture of Kool Aid and 
cyanide. Suddenly, religious fantasies 
were no longer ‘beautiful’ and ’self- 
fulfilling’. liiey had become to a 
shocked America ’horrible’ and ‘self- 
destructive’. American newsmen. 
American legislators, and a stunned 
American citizenry were asking each 
other WHY? And certain American 



piibljshinK liou.ses befian to take a 
closer look at my work to see If I 
had any answers. 

I was. a; they say in the trade, hot. 
Too hot for the gentleman who 
oriftinated the idea—who appeared to 
have lost interest in his whim coin- 
pletely. But hot enough for two 
other publishing houses to fight over, 
and as is so often the case, the bigg¬ 
er ftuv won. That left me in the 
happy position of laughing all the 
way to the bank—despite the doom st¬ 
ars at home. Or so I thought as I 
nervously signed in quadruplicate the 
slxtv-page contract that held me 
more or less responsible for anything 
that might happen in the future, 
barring a nuclear holocaast. 

There followed a four month 
period of nothing. Then T received 
the galleys. That unbearably moving 
moment when your badly typed 
manuscript comes back to you, turn¬ 
ed by some magic alchemy into 
printed sheets, and all that is requir¬ 
ed ot you, after the thrill of seeing 
yourself in print, is a wild flourish 
from your quiil indicating All’s Well, 
or as G. V. Desani would have it, 
suggesting to the publishers that they 
Carry On Boys and Continue Like 
Hell I Except that as you run your 
eyes down the yard-long sheets you 
discover that someone has rewritten 
your book. Without so much as a by 
your leave. Furthermore, there Is 
some difficulty in discovering what' 
they have rewritten as the book has 
been printed in an illegible type 
which is a cross between italics and 
Sanskrit. Assiduous research reveals 
that this is an Occidental printing 
invention called Oriental typeface. 

Flagging the galleys at six-inch in¬ 
tervals are pink slips with queries 
from the edrtorial department which 
are so breathtaking in their pedantry 
that somehow anger changes to wild 
applause. For instance, the pink slip 
which dismisses the whole chapter on 
Benares with the following note, 
"Author please note no such place in 
India as Benares. It is Varanasi, No 
river near it. Ganges River finds its 
confluence 28 miles north of city. 
Please refer Page X Volume X 
American Encyclopedia X." 

And then there Is the curt note 
from the editor saying that neither 
the creative people nor the chairman 
of the company like the tKle, and 
the tales persona eay they can’t aell 
anything called Karma Cola—it’a to 
meaninglais. 

That's it, I vow, aa I aend a cable 
to my agent in Ne w York Instructing 
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her to return their money, cancel the 
contracts, and start all over again. 
But I have left It too late. Legally 
they own my book. All right. Then 
I won’t cooperate in promoting the 
book. That shakes them a little. 
They’re a very promotion-oriented 
company. They concede the typeface.^ 
Hiny concede Benares, But on the 
title they won't budge. In six months, 
you haven't suggested a single al¬ 
ternative, I shriek. They concede 
the title. But, they say, I must pro¬ 
duce a subtitle explaining what the 
book is about. Tricky, I say. It’s 
taken me two hundred pages to ex¬ 
plain what the bock U about. But 
I’ll try. 

And I do. I may have lost Total 
Control. But at least I didn't accept. 
Unconditional Surrender. 

T IS at this point that I 
discover the wonderful 
world of writers. Aa I 
engage in mortal combat 
with the publishers 1 dis- 
rover I am not alone. Tales of com¬ 
fort are related about the anguish of 
other writers. Joseph Heller pitdiing 
a tent outside the skyscraper offices 
of his publisher and living in it for 
three weeka until his editor agreed to 
aee him. Ed Doctorow rushing into his 
editor's office and trying to strangle 
him and the editor having to lock 
himself into a cupboard to stay alive. 




James Clavell wondering whether it 
was possible to take out a contract 
on his publisher and how did one 
pake contact with the Mafia. And 
dozens more. 

Above all, there is that mytbolMi- 
cal hero of the writer’s world. The 
author who got so fed up with the 
endless messing up of his work that 
he hired an airplane and dive-bomb¬ 
ed the. Random House building in New 
York where he knew his editor was 
having a meeting. The editor look¬ 
ed out of hia window in the middle 
of Manhattan to find a demented 
writer weaving in and outr of the 
skyscrapers, making scary faces under 
his crash helmet. Of course the 
editor called the police and of course 
the author was charged with dis¬ 
turbing the peace—but all the writ¬ 
ing fraternity agree, what a noble 
martyr for what a noble cause. 

These stories are balm to my battle- 
scarred soul. I have not discovered 
such a sympathetic group of people 
since all those ladies shared their 
experiences with me, sometimes in 
overwhelming detail, when I first 
became an expectant mother. 1 decide 
that all publishers are cads and to be 
avoided like the plague. Then I re¬ 
member that I’m married to one. 
Meanwhile my husband’s worst night¬ 
mare has come true, the one that 
leaves editors bathed in cold sweat 
in the middle of the night. He is 
married to a writer. The battlelines 
begin to harden, family meals are full 
of the tension of enforced small talk 
to disguise the hostility of implacable 
enmity. We're dealing—inadequately 
—with some pretty neavy dmnestic 
karma. 

Fortunately, a package arrives one' 
morning with DO NOT BEND stamp¬ 
ed all over it. On opening the pack¬ 
age we discover the cover to the 
American edition of my book. There 
it U, the conceded title Karma Cola, 
and the subtitle Marketing the Mystic 
East, and then—is it possible?—a 
picture of a aafhron Oolda Melr being 
passed off as a facaimile of an Indian 
guru. 

Family ranks are immediately 
closed. Desperate telephone calla are 
mede to America. America eoya it is 
too late to chenfa anything. Finellv 
we agree a oompromite—euggaitaa 
by ni.Y emiaantly practical twelve- 
year-old eon, Yea, America taye, wa 
can give Golda Meir a mouitacha. 
When are you coming to promote the 
book? Next month? Perfect. Don’t 
cell ua till we see you. 


KTIROMOHNO a book in 
■V America is a trial by fire 
■v and error. But it leavei 
you with all the akilla of 

." ii , a street fighter, equiiming 

you to be anything In later life from 
a heroin dealer to Prime Minieter of 
India. 


For Instance, there you are in a 
sound-proofed room high in the 
dovecotes of e warren of security- 
guarded public buildings at the for 
end of New York Ctty and a fat man 
in a shiny shikar suit asks a series 
of rapid fire questions in the follow-. 


ing aequmice: 





“Who shot you in the middle of 
your head?” (apse-up of interviewee’s 
red tika on forehead, pan downwards 
to shell-shocked eyes.) 

"You say humour helps people not 
to be indiscriminate. Well the Klii 
Klux Klan discriminate too. How 
long have you been a member of the 
Klu Klux Klan?” (Audience notes 
nice middle-aged Indian lady’s colour 
and confusion, as she struggles to 
find the right words to convey that 
she is the wrong hue for admission 
to the ranks of the KKK.) But as she 
floimders the interviewer is on to the 
next impossible question, “Now Mzzx 
Matey, I’m sure our lady listeners 
would want to ask you—a proper 
Indian—a really important cosmic 
question. What are your hints for 
cooking an ethnic Indian curry?” 

The pubiisners are ruthless. They 
put you on the road and make you 
do between six and seven of these 
radio interviews a day. In between, 
there are interviews on the telephone. 
Itiree-houV interviews in your hotel 
room, a quick rush to the bathroom 
to re-tie your crushed sari, run a 
comb through your trizzy hair, and 
make a dash for the television pro¬ 
gramme. The lact that the television 
euinpanies want to interview you 
really excites the publishers. They 
are the hnal bastions of media hyper¬ 
bole. the colour transmission evidence 
ot star quality. 

The only piece ot intorination you 
get lioni the publishers when you 
beg tor a hint, a clue, anything to 
prepare yoursclt for the ordeal of 
appearing on a TV show which you 
have never watched and have no 
opportunity of watching because 
you’re either on a plane, in a taxi, or 
telling someone how to cook an eth¬ 
nic curry, is. “Just don’t wear a white 
watchmacallit. Whatever you do, don’t 
dress in a white thingummy!” 


Wrapped obediently in a coloimed 
ihinguinmy 1 go off to the TV stations 
only to hnd that the whole format of 
American media defies compiehension. 
la Boston on a snowbound December 
moining the producer ot a show for 
ABC television informs me that Til 
be the third guest. Being the third 
guest means that I come on for a 
quick ten minute ninthrough of In¬ 
dian metaptiysics. immediacely after 
a boutique owner and her models 
finish displaying “Sweaters for Christ¬ 
mas". Indian metaphysics is followed 
m Its turn by someone illustrating 
Irish cubking. Irish cooking is fol¬ 
lowed by Protessor J. K. Galbraith 
piedicting the nature of Recession 
in the Eighties. If there’s any me¬ 
thod in tnis madness 1 fail to fipd 

It 


The full irony of my situation be¬ 
comes intolerable when 1 appear on 
NBC television in California. 

I'ne network sends a huge fur- 
lined limousine with an elaborate 
I'V antenna worn like a proud tiara 
nn its sleek black roof, to spirit me 
away to the largest Air Force base 
on the West Coast to appear on a 
talk show. The base is 40 miles out¬ 
side Los Angeles and even the 
,Rican diwiffeur shows signs 



ded gates, and make our way past 
dozens of huge hangars, manned by 
belligerently curious Air Force per 
soiinel, until wc finally reach our 
destination, Hangai 43. Massive 
triple landing strips stretch into the 
horizon in front of the hangar. We 
park with trepidation behind a bat¬ 
tery of blue chemical toilets and 
look tor someone to tell me what 
to do. Meanwhile all around us 
helicopters are taking oil and land¬ 
ing. Every tune a monstrous heli¬ 
copter lands, it discharges its curious 
cargo—a covey of Santa Clauses', 
descending to earth like plump 
moths, shaking with Christmas boii- 
hmnie. “Ho Ho Ho ” •they gurgle 
at the camera, while 1 stand ri'otcd 
to the spot, torn between dismay 
and delight. 

Suddenly 1 am surrounded by a 
group of over-familiar strangei-s who 
are running their fingers ihrougn 
niy hair, shaking their heads in di.s 
appointment. 

“The hair’s bad. It really needs 
body. Lucy, get the hairspray. Jesus, 
will you look at that skin! Founda-. 
tion, for Gawdssake. Make it puw ‘ 
der too!” Lucy rushes otf to a huge 
truck parked behind the toilets and 
comes back with largo heated rollers. 

“We only got blonde colour make¬ 
up,” she says querulously. My hair 
IS pinched and pulled around the 
curlers. The make-up man is rubb-, 
ing make-up on my faco and dusting’ 
it oH with powder. I can sec inv 
rcllection in his dark glasses and I 
look like a very tired geisha girl. A 
piuducer’s assistant breaks into the 
cosmetic frenzy. 

“She’s on next! Jesus get those 
curlers off her!” But the urgency ol 
his message is lust in the folds of 
my sari as the gale force winds on 
rtie tarmac whip yards of silk over 
his eyes and mouth. He spits out 
iny sari like a man possessed, as 1 
stand there in all my bi'inused In¬ 
dian vulnerability—surrounded by 
this iniineiise and dwarfing evidence 
ol high technology, electric rollers 
in inv hair, blonde make-up caking 


mg around me, in the middle of an 
Ail Force base, waiting for the .Santa 
(Taj.:3es to wind up their Christmas 
hiiaiity, so I can sit on the high 
chair with a heavily rouged Aineri- 
lan gentleman and expound on the 
hoHoi.- ol marketing jn<i eleCfronie 
communications. I ix'member — in 
the light ot inv own .sulvtitle Marke¬ 
ting the Mystic East —the .story 1 
tell in my book about the Sufi mas- 
ler who cxiunsels his American fol¬ 
lower, “Be careful how you laugh. 
You b<?come what you laugh at". 

The next day I am at the airport 
to catch a plane to another Amei i- 
c.m city to tell more r.idio inter¬ 
viewers and TA^ ehaiinels and fea¬ 
ture writers about shiittie religious 
and marketing and junkies and pass- 
IMirt rackets, when I notice yet 
.igain that the etficiciit and conipi’ti- 
live American nationals who are 
qiieiiiiig to gel into ilie aiu'ialt aie 
.ilw.ivs pipjieil at the po.st bv what 
is btiginning to be a steieotypp set 
ol characters, namely, a Rabbi with 
his tall h.it, ,1 Japane.se biisinussmaii 
with hi.s (opv of Biuimessweek, and 
me with my slippery, sari While the 
goixl gu\s (|iii'iie amt stay on their 
maiks, really lor a last lake-olf, we 
I hire always seem imlepemleritlv lo 
find another door le.idiiig to the 
same aiiTr.dt, thereby boarding the 
pl.uie first- -witli m.isimum (oinfort 
aixl miiiiimini lo.ss ot dignity 

[ find this ,1 con.soling phenome¬ 
non as 1 .skitter across the American 
I’ontineiit AIiIhiurIi they have put 
Gokt.i Meir with a moiistnrhe on the 
cover of mv IXMik, and written in 
their Dlmb tliat karma im*an.s war. 
,iilo fopv-ediled into the text th;it 
•people from Kerala speak Kannad.i. 
'ind spnl me to place.s where they 
put your li.iii- in heated roller.s, .ill 
in the name of being published, the 
fait remains that with all their 
high-tecli arn'ssories, it’s the J.ip, 
the Rabbi and me, who are the 
champs at working our wav out of 
.1 tight corner 

So. bruised but not quite damned. 


Gita Mehta: 
A Star is Born 

By NIRMAL MITRA 



-N ENGLISH aristocrat 

and scientist {presumablv 
in search of salvation) 
was looking for a sadhu 

_whose urine, he had 

heard, tasted like rose water and was 
B holy potion. The long search end¬ 
ed in an obscure village in Andhra 
Pradesh, where he discovered the 
sadhu has a large following. He 
went up to the sadhu, and made a 
request for the sadhu s urine. The 
sadhu turned to the crowd and an 
nounced that he would have the 
honour of distributing bis urine that 
day. He went inside and filled up a 
vessel with the liquid and'offered it 
to the white Englishman. The Eng¬ 
lishman took it; the urinh certainly 
did not smell like rose water. But 
the sadhu bad otfeied it. So the 
Englishman in search of divinity 
drank up the urine in continuous 
gulps. And found that it was just 
ordinary piss, with nothing divine 
about it. And he also found the 
assembled crowd of villagers cheer¬ 
ing sardonically at this foolishness. 

One of the many hilarious ways 
some foreigners, commonly called 
hippies, are pretending to learn about 
Hmuu philosophy. The lac.dent is 
from a chapter entitled "Behind the 
mine c'uiitiiii ill uica Menta's Kar¬ 
ma Cola, u book about "wes-tern 
marketing" of Hindu philosophy. By 
western marketing Mrs Mehta means 
the instant sale of formulas for 
readymade comfort and progress, 
which, let alone everyday consumer 
necessities, has not even spared Hin¬ 
du philosophy. Hence the never- 
ending stream of hippies slnoe the 
SlKiles, when the Beaties gave up 
everything to learn about spiritualism 
from Manarishi Mahesh Yogi and 
the sitar from Pandit Ravi Shankar. 

Mrs Mehta's idea about what the 
hippies were doing here is simple : 
they were wasting their time. They 
found in India’s poverty and squalor, 
an ideal refuge from their mechani¬ 
cal nightmare, and were goaded into 
believing that living in poverty was 
what Hindu philosophy was all about. 
What they were looking for was not 
God or the meaning of life and after¬ 
life; they were just doing the "hep” 
thing. For help they went to a hand¬ 
ful of racketeers who dished out 
exciting notions of "nirvana made 
easy" — much like the roadside 
hoarding that makes life look infi¬ 
nitely simple to the poor. The gurqs 
were and are doing business — on 
their own terms. 

Mrs Mehta was born in 1942 into 
a family gnd generation that was 
actively involved in the freedom 
struggK. Her father, the famous 
Biju Patnaik, was arrested three 
weeks after she was born. “There 
was tension in the house that dav.” 
she says. "After father was taken 
away, someone suggested getting rid 
of the guns. My mother then took 
them away in a car and dropped 
them right in front of the Police 
■Commissioner’s house without know¬ 
ing it.” 

Her first school was a convent in 
Krishna cult devotees : the feat is 
to repeat 





Kashmir but after trouble erupted 
in Daramulla when the raiders came 
in 1948, she was rushed off to Wood- 
stuck in Musoorie. Later, her mother 
decided she should change school 
because she feared Gita was becom¬ 
ing tomboyijb. She was sent to 
Loreto Convent in Simla. She atten¬ 
ded college for one term in Loreto. 
Calcutta (1959) and then went to 
Sophia College, Bombay University, 
from where she graduated with lite¬ 
rature in 1963. All this while, she 
took interest in national politics. She 
recalls having gone to a massive 
rally at Bombay’s Arad Maidan in 
protest against the toppling of the 
Kerala United Front Government by 
Mrs Gandhi. “I could see I \^s the 
only woman in the gathering, and 
the police wouldn’t teargas the 
crowd while I was there. Times have 
changed now,” she said. Mrs Mehta 
also liked flying, and went to the 
Flying Club in Bombay, (Her 
father’s flying abilities are well- 
known,} 

Mrs Mehta sat for the Cambridge 
University entrance examination and 
qualifled. “1 had broken tradition by 
doing that. My. mother was quite 
anxious.” Eventually her mother 
ave up dissuading her from going, 
ut remained half sure she was going 
to marry a foreigner. Gita Patnaik 
joined Girton, one of the two wo¬ 
men’s colleges in Cambridge at that 
time. It was here that she met Ajay 
(Sonny) Mehta, her husband. “Sonny 
is very unpretentious. Doesn’t even 
bother to shave when he goes to 
oiBce — because he just refuses to 
play the babu game, and is also 
afraid of cutting up his faoa. He 
taught me a lot about occupying 
your own space,” Mrs Mehta says re¬ 
ferring to his individuality. Mrs Mehta 
passed out with an M.A. in literature 
and later took to teaching Greek 
tragedy at Cambriuge, while her 
husband got a double M.A. in history 
and literature, and became director 
of Pan Books. The couple have a 
son, Aditya (13), who studies at 
Westminster, “among the more ega¬ 
litarian schools in London ', as Mrs 
Mehta says. 

Mrs Mehta’s first venture was to 
write the 17.000-word treatment for 
a TV film on the 1967 United Front 
Government in West Bengal. She 
was later “fed up” with the Thames 
TV head, Jeremy Isaacs, whose 
office she stormed into one day to 
tell him his films were nongense. 
Isaacs had told her that nothing bad 
happened in India after the Raj. To 
prove how wrong he was, Mrs Mehta 
did a fine film on the transition of 
the Maharajas. This was followed 
by another film shot In and around 
Delhi called "In search of a para¬ 
dise”. The film was a collection of 
interviews with Indians talking about 
their problems, and portra.Yed the 
interaction between rural and urban 
people. Even HSS shakhas were 
shown. “I begged, borrowed and 
stole the money. This was my first 
independent venture. But it was 
only after I finished making it that I 
realised my problems bad only begun. 
It took me a much greatec effort to 
sell the film than to make it.” Mrs 


Mehta, with her limited funds, ran 
fropi pillar to post in two continents, 
persuadiM TV bosses to accept the 
movie. ’The film finally sold in 28 
countries. 

Then came Bangladesh. Mrs Mehta 
was one of the few women journa¬ 
lists to have reported on the 1971 
war in the middle of the fighting. 
She entered Bangladesh from Belo- 
nia, travelled with the Mukti Bahini, 
and made four films on Bangladesh. 
The first film was made before the 
war. in November 1971, an NBC 
production called “chronologue”. She 
even did nightly news coverage for 
an American TV network. "The film 
would be flown everyday to Hong 
Kong to be satellited to the USA. I 
remember the PM had seen all my 
films,” she says, raising her eyebrows. 
If anything, Mrs Mehta’s experiences 
in Bangladesh shocked and stunned 
her. She recalls the scenes of horror 
when young women would be raped 
as men sat in a circle near them, 
unconcerned, playing cards; when 
four raxakars were bayonetted to 
death in front of Press reporters 
(“It was the reporters, I should 
think, who were responsible for that. 
The guerrillas were killing for the 
-cameras.’’) when middle-aged women 
would rush to the border with ther¬ 
mos flasks in their hands, only to 
watch the fighting; when refugees 
walked listlessly across the border 
on their way to Calcutta. Mrs Mehta 


had even met (jeneral Ziaur Rahman 
when he was a Major in remand. 
“He looked the confident type, with 
enormous control over his anger. But 
he was very burqua-consdous. I 
spoke to him from a distance,” she 
says. Among her lighter moments 
during the war was when her Mukti 
Bahini escort, a middle-aged Bengali, 
asked if she was Reita Faria! And 
the moment she doesn’t like to re¬ 
member was when she and her crew 
were caught near Comilla, when they 
walked straight into a Pakistani 
brigade. 

A fast talker, Mrs Mehta is full 
of praise for the new Indian maga¬ 
zines, and thinks they are coming 
out with reports that were never 
thought of before. The legacy of 
British bureaucratic middle-class writ¬ 
ing has been disowned, she sa.v8. 
There was a time when the lUvstrat 
ed Weekly was the only magazine — 
even though it catered to toe west¬ 
ernised elite. Now there are so 
many new and readable magasines 
that come otit with the news stories 
eveiy person — whatever his social 
level — would like to go through. 
Another case of marketing, Mrs 
Mehta says. “The British taught us 
how to market products among the 
elite. But American marketing seeks 
to capture the massea This is wdiat 
present-day Indian magazines are 
doing. AOd not all vI it is bad/’ 
she atfiima ■ 
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T was around 9.45 a.m. 
The Prime Minister Indi¬ 
ra Gandhi had finished 
addressin); the lariie Kd- 
theiiiiK that had lolleeted 
‘ Pai lianieiit lliiuse. The 
KCii.siun was the 89th liirth anniver¬ 
sary ot Dr It. It. Ainhedkar and Mrs 
■landhi had tome to iiarland hi.s 
itatuc and addiess a funetiun oraa- 
aised by the Dellii .Scheduled Gasles 
Federation. 

The crowd was a mol lev one, with 
a fair .spiinklinii of sli.iven Ilnddhist 
moiik.s from Anib'dkar Itliavan. 
There were also oiiile a few lonu- 
haired students fioin Maharashtra 
bclonftinK to a militant .sclie.-uled 
castes oreauisation. 'I'liere was real- 



iu.st out.sidi 








ly notbing to aisnagtusa me lean, uanani sioppea to taix to xar jogin- security men — a normal security 

wolfish-looking man with long blade der Kawade, a leader of the agitation procedure used for all VIPs in ca% 

hair streaked with grey clutching his for the renaming of Marathwada of trouble. 

plastic air-bag. from the rest of the University, there was a commotion After Mrs Gandhi left, all those 

2,000 strong crowd. As constable in the front line of the Jostling crowd present were told not to move before 

Tek Ram of Mandir Marg Police kept at bay by the police cordon, the police told them to do so. The 

Station who was on duty, would later Before anyone could realise what knife was picked up from the ground, 

recall, “I remember catching a was happening, the long-haired man It was a spring-actuated knife with 

glimpse of the man but there was clutching a plastic bag leapt forward a four-inch blade, sharpened at both 

nothing peculiar about his appear- from the crowd and threw a knife sides to make it a stillcto type of 

ance and I lost him in the aowd". at the Prittie Minister. His knife weapon. 

Mrs Gandhi finished addressing arm was however inadvertently obs- The assailant meanwhile was trem- 
the crowd and started walking slow- tructed by the men alongside and the bling with fear and when the police 

ly, flanked by a ring of security men, throw lost its power. The knife asked him whether he had thrown 

towards her car. Just ahead of her lobbed into the air, grazed a security the knife, he readily confessed. He 

was M. V. Ka'ushal who had taken man’s arm and clattered to the was clad in a printed fawn coloured 

over Just five days previously as Addl- ground harmlessly near Mrs Gandhi’s shirt and black trousers and his bag 

tional Police Commissioner of Delhi feet. contained two changes of clothes, a 

Range. Kaushal who was Ch.ef of For a moment everyone froze. Delhi Transport Corporation bus 
Security Police before was today do- Then Tek Ranr, who was nearest to ticket and a railway ticket. The 

ing bis old duties because nobody bad the assailant realised what bad hap- police also recovered Rs 453 from 

been appointed in his place. pened and pounced on the man who various places on bis person Includ- 

While Mrs Gandhi walked she submitted without any resistance, ing inside his sock and back pocket, 

stopped often to talk to some of the Meanwhile, a bewildered Mrs Gandhi Later, on interrogation, the man 

organisers of the function and some asked loudly, “Kya hua?” (What has identified himself as a 37-year-old 

scheduled caste leaders who stood happened?) Tek Ram told Mrs fitter in a Baroda textile factot'y and 

near her. Most of the crowd how- Gandhi, "Yeh chaku feka tha” (This named Ram Bhulchand Lalwani. He 

ever were kept away at a distance man threw a knife). Before Mrs lived alone in Baroda with hi.s father 

of about six feet by a rope cordon Gandhi could say anything else, she — a deeply religious man who had 

held by a ring of policemen. As Mrs was whisked away into her car by taken a vow of silence for the last 

Mrs Gandhi sitting in the midst of Buddhist monks at the function honouring Dr Ambedkar. 




M.'vt'i.il v<‘cJi.s .md wntiMi a number 
»tf ri'liKiDus books. Wluoi .iskod b\ 
llio pciticf tlic i)|i| in.Ill wroto in aiiT 
wor tli.il in^ son ImiI (li‘..ippi'airfl 
two lyc^iinj.l, 

V..ilw.'ini on iiiton'OK.ilioii .s.nd tiial 
ill' tiiid lonii' to Delhi bv the Dehi<i 
Dun flxpiess th.it veiv moirnnu He 
s.nd tli.il he ii'jd Ml th" nioiiliiiK 
p.ipei that the Piiine Mniistei was 
coniiiu', to the Ambedk.n anmveis.nv 
fundioii .It P.irli.inieiii Mouse and be 
had t.ik.'ii .1 itl(. bu^ to I’aihanient 
from the station 'I'lle polne how¬ 
ever, could not expl.iin an adec|iiate 
motive lor I,.ilw,ini's i.isli .iction. 
Allhoiifth he spoke both in Hindi ami 
I'nKlisli, l.alw.ini's .niswers were iiiiii 
bh.'d and iiicohi'ieiit .nid the polire 
believe lh.it he may well be inentallv 
unstable. 

i'liKluiiiOs into Ins past levealed 
that he wa.s a baclvlor who w.is very 
quanelsoiiie in natiii'e. Me had ipiar- 
relled with Ins Itaroda landlord and 
lost several ca.ses aeaiiist him in the 
Hifili Couit and Supremo Court. 
Lalwaiii is also reported to have 
issued cycloslyled p.implilets attainst 
his landlord. the court ludccs ami 
the then Prime Minist.'r. Moral n 
Desai. 

Ill tact, III one ot liis slaloments to 
the police, Laiwani is repoited to 
have .said that he had thrown the 
knife at Mrs (landhi to .ittcact atten¬ 
tion to the wrong done to him bv 
llie coin Is and the foiiner Govern¬ 
ment. The police have also reason 
to believe tlial a brother ol l.alwani 
was involved peripherallv willi the 
Uaroda Dynamite cas'. The brother 
was however not chai fiesheeied since 
there w.i.s iiisulfii ieiil evick'iKS* 
agam.sl Inm. Whether this could be 
suflirieiil motive is however not sure 
The police deny that tliere is anv 
truth to a report bv the pio-lndlra 
CmiL'ii-ss d.nlv Niitioyiul Herald that 
Lalw.ini was goaded to the a.ss.)ssma- 
lion bid bv a USS woiker. 

Interestingly, the Prime Minister 
her-selt and top olliciaK of the Gov 
einmenl were extremely reliic-tani to 
publicise the attempted ass,issination. 
One of the reasons for the long delav 
before the poliix' disclosed details of 
the case was the fact that Mrs G.in- 
dhi herself was very k.''en to plav 
down the incident. 

The biiJllier. Kislian l.alwaui. a 
depiilv engineer m the Gujarat Piil> 
lie Works Depjiliiieiit, has been 
detained bv Hie police toi mterroga- 
tioii. So have the Ifaioda Depulv 
Mavoi Pi at. IP If.ii Uamchandani and 
thre.? otheis since Lalwaiii mentioned 
theie ii.imes in the coiiise ot his lll- 
lorrogalion li\ the polics'. 

Ol the live det<iiiie(l. lliree have 
some politic,il connections. Rani- 
chandani was .1 member ot the lor- 
mer J.ina Sangli .iml two others, 
Radlia Krisli.in Chatulwani. an 
el"ctiomc goods dealer, and Vishnu 
Sliaima, lel.iil agent lor garment n 
aie reported to be membeis of the 
RSS Policx* enquiries have revealed 
that Kami liaiid.mi and .Sliarma u.sed 
to stay III (he same housing lomplex 
as Lalw.iiii. <.:haudwani was a gocHl 
li'iend ol L.ilwam’s brother. The 
detained iiersoiis however have no 
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iimnnal record, nor could the policx' 
till the date ol writing pin down any 
conspiraev helimd Hie .issassiiiutiun 
attempt. 

Most of Lalwaiii''. tesliimmv during 
iiitei rogation was iiuoheieiiL It is 
friie that at one stage in the interro¬ 
gation, l.alwaiii bliiited out that he 
was being Ihreak-ned by (^Ihandwani 
and Vishnu Sharm.i to try and asSas- 
sinale Mrs Guiidlii Kill, according 
to a pohex; oHicei who was present 
during the intei 1 ogation. this c’ould 
well have been ,1 sialemeiit made out 
ol lear and keenness to pin the 
blame on .someone. This is boine 
out bv the lait that l.alwani kept on 
cuniradictiiig himselt. 

In anv case staleinenis extolled 
during the stress o! interrogation are 
olteii unreliable ami Laiwani was 
given the full Irealmeni bv the Spe¬ 
cial Drancli ol the Delhi Police. When 
1k‘ w.is brought to couri the clav 
alter his arrest for lurtlier police 
remand. Laiwani iuulcl liaidiv stand 
and he was brought in an ambulance 
instead ot a police van. 

A Smdlii Supreme Court lawyer K. 
L. Panjwam, who oflered to repre¬ 
sent l.alwani lor liee. later lold the 
magistiale thal liis client had been 
beaten sc'verelv. He also said after 
a few minutes of talking in private 
with Laiwani that liis client was 


foiciMl to confess Ins intentions ol 
killing the Piiine Minister. Accord¬ 
ing to police sources, despite .sus- 
taiiieil interrogation, they have not 
been able to establish an adequate 
motive behind the assassination at¬ 
tempt. 

Mrs G.i.idlii herself did not seem 
p.irticiil.irlv keen to plav ii|) Hk; inci¬ 
dent. At a high-level meeliiig a few 
hours aftei Hie incident took place, 
Horn-- Mioislei Zail .Smgli is lepoited 
to li.ive lonveved Mis Gandhi's un¬ 
willingness to give much publicitv to 
the attempt on hei lilc. In fact, this 
was the lea^oo why the polioe delay¬ 
ed giving loform.ilioii about the 
.ittempled assassination to the Pres.s. 
Other (amgiess (I) politicians were 
remarkablv sohei in their comments 
about the inciili-nl. Mr .Sanjav Gan¬ 
dhi was content to |ust sav, “Only 
Iriistraled elements do .such mischief. 
No same element believing in demo- 
crac'v could indulge in such arts”. 

Laiwani underwent a medical exa¬ 
mination at the SSC Hospital on 
April 17. The report of the medical 
examination and the medical opinion 
on the treatment was explained to 
newsmen bv Dr B. B L. Mathur, 
m«>diral superintendent of the hospi¬ 
tal who said that Laiwani was suffe¬ 
ring from iaundice and needed hos- 
pitaliration. ■ 



-lAUHATT, Thursday. April 

!0: The ten-day - long 
‘peaceful Gana Satva- 
graha’ called by All 

_. Assam Cana Sangrani 

Parishad ended today with a lot of 
fanfare. Over half a million people of 
all ages and fiom all walks of life had 
participated. They had courted arrest 
eagerly and in thopsands. They 
cau.scd no worries to the guardians 
ot law and order who in return re- 
maincHl friendly and understanding. 

The late evening announcement' 
(hat the Prime Minister, who had so 
far insisted on at least a temporary 
sirspension of the agitation as a prior 
condition to her visit to Assam, in 
tact was reaching Gauhati on Satur¬ 
day for talks made the leader^ of the 
Oil Blockade movement jubilant. Sens¬ 
ing victory, groups of young students 
expressed joy in the normal manner— 
they shouted slogans and exploded 
li. e-crackers. 

Friday, April 11: It was approach¬ 
ing 5 p.m. Time, for the ‘Change, Of 
Guard’ at Narengi, some 20 kilo- 
rne,tres away from Dispur, aiul the 
hub of the oil blockade movement. A 
city bus peacefully hiiacked by agita¬ 
tors came frain (iauhatj and disgorg¬ 
ed old men. young men, women and 
children near the Oil India office. 
Picketers all. come to do their etint 
in the round-the-clock vigil. To 
ensuie that not a drop of Assam 
('rude oil, totalling about 5.2,'i million 
tonne.s, was taken out by pipeline to 
be proce.sscd at Barauni refinery in 
Bihar, set up despite the protest of 
the Assame.se people. 

Even before the last satyagrahi 
was out, the bus starfed filling up 
with tired volunteers who had al¬ 
ready completed their shift, contribut¬ 
ed theii' daily bit to the cau.se. 
Minutes ticked by Lalrnati Hills wore 
in the background, and a gentle 
breeze blew across the green valley. 
A passenger train puffed Gauhati- 
wards. Suddenly a student leader, 
looking like a younger Bruce Lee, 
lost his temper. “Where is Duke? 
Where the hell is he gone? Why 
doesn’f he take this damn bus away?” 
he shouted. Duke, somebody explain¬ 
ed, was having his tiffin. I^ke app¬ 
eared after a quarter hour, supreme¬ 
ly unruffled, a youth in jeans and in 
no hurry. If there was a touchi of 
defiance in the air, be certainly un¬ 
derlined it. He took the wheel like 
a professional and sp^ away. 

Meanwhile, other groups arrived on 
other vehicles—private buses, public 
buses, vans and trucks. Unfurling 
identity banners, unrolling tarpaulins 
for lady participants. And one by 
one, the wheelers departed loaded 
with the day’s picketers. The fresh 
arrivals occupied allotted positions 
along the oblong red-brick office 
building in the centre of. I^rengl, 
pipeline complex. The long journey’ 

nangaptMlli refugee carnijr in- north 
K&mrup 
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of crude oil had been e^ectively 
•topped by the most orcanisM, wide- 
•pread and longlastlng movement 
Auam has witnessed. Neither sticks 
nor carrots have shaken the move- 
iment'a young leaders. Their persis¬ 
tence has puzzled politicians outside 
the state and made locai politicians, 
most of them seasoned, feel quite 
Impotent. 

The euphoria of last night was 
however missing in Narcngi, There 
was this gnawing apprehension that 
Mrs Gandhi's extremely brief visit 
meant no surrender on her part, and 
she was coming with only a 'take it 
or leave It' stubbornness. A section of 
the AASU (Ail Assam Students Union) 
leadership still held that she had 
really no alternative but to agree to 
the 1961 cut-off year mark for detec¬ 
tion, deletion of names from voters' 
lists and deisortation of so-called 
foreigners in Assam Whale\er the 
Union Government s.iid, the oil 
blockade was hurting their interests. 
Therefore, the Prime Minfster'.s 
keenne.Ss to get the movement with- 
diawn. And since the students also 
knew their strength, they were not 
going to give up the initiative or 
advantage. “If they (students) could 
run Iran keeping Khomeini as a 
figurehead, why can’t we?" a.sked a 
leader. H<’ was however peeved 
when a journalist wanted to know 
who was their Khomeini. 

I met fndrajit Raruah at Narengi 
and was greatly impressed. An 
engineering amsultant by profession, 
thfrtvish. .slim and utterly collect^ (I 
»8W him padfvlnjr it group of 
enraged young boys who wanted to 


pick on a photographer from outside, 
with calm logic). lodraiit explained 
why he had to move Gauhati High 
Court for a stay order against those 
two Disturbed Areas Acts. “We can't 
let the Aijuiv march oyer and apply 
force on peaceful satyagrahis. We 
preach no violence and do not want 
to be provoked.'' ho said. He also 
went on to as.suie me. as some other 
movement leaders later did, that the 
agitation was not anti-Bengali, not 
iintl Muslim, not pro-secessionist. 
"Sure we realise Mrs Gandhi’s 
difflailtics. If she deports those 
Muslims into Bangladesh, there will 
be an international problem, tf she 
sends them to other states in India, 
it's a national problem. Sure. But 
what are we to do about it? It so 
happens that most of the foreigners 
are Muslims, and they tipoak Bengali. 
But that We cannot Igelp. How can 
wc allow our own language and 
ailture to be swamped by another? 
No. Sir, we can’t drop our agitation 
now.’’ 

Uater, we visited Gana Sangram 
Parishad. Purbanchal Lok Parishad 
and the AASU offices in Gauhati. 
Top leaders were mostly absent, un¬ 
derstandably bu.sy in discussions 
chalking out the strategy for talks 
with the Prime Minister tomorrow. 
What would she say? How much 
fould she roiirede'' Tho.se second 
rankers holding the fort either knew 
Ips.s about their leaders’ mind or were 
being cautious. But they rertalolv 
were eager to talk about the history, 
the geography and the philosophy pf 
the movement. They seemed con¬ 
vinced of the rightness of their stand, 


and of eventual vlaory. And like 
their leaders they also took great 
rare to emphasise the non-violent 
nature of the agitation, and Its 'non- 
pnrorhiaP and ‘secular’ stance. 

The good old Mahatma had never 
hud ic so good. No AASU poster 
ever lot gets him. His pictures are 
everywhere, beaming from all direc¬ 
tions. At Narengi, in Dispur and 
Gduiiati. on stunning trees and mov¬ 
ing vehicles, inside shops or offlocs. 
Student leaders swear by him all the 
time almost to a fault. Tne practice 
no doubt helps in advertising non¬ 
violent intentions or explaining away 
killings and other dark deeds. Surely 
one should see that no true followers 
ot the great saint could have stocq>cd 
so low! » 

Borjhar Airport, Gauhati, April 12: 
The LAP plane landed on the dot. 
Out came Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, followed by the Union Home 
Minister, Giani Zail Singh. She had 
a Rajasthani printed sari on. She 
had discarded mehhala, a traditional 
Assamese dress, this time, remarked 
a VIP to a top official dose to the 
Governor. Was the gesture symbolic, 
meaning business and catling all to 
take note? Or. was the official being 
free with his imagination? 

Outside, tile customary crowd visi¬ 
ble on such occasions was conspicu¬ 
ous by absence. But a contingent of 
Congress (1) workers that had been 
stopped at the gate by security men 
staged a demonstration. Inside, Mrs 
Gandhi had completed exchanging 
greetings with the assembled VIPs 
and was asking the veteran leader, 
Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, about 
his health. She turned to bMrd the 
waiting hellonpter a few yardi away. 
Latlt Imley, an ex-MP from North 
Lukhimpur and must likely Assam's 
future Chief Minister ^ould the Con¬ 
gress (I) form the Ministry, came 
hurriedly and whispered to her. 
nodded and swiftly went out past 
securitymen to meet the disgruntled 
Partymen. She was almost mohb^; 
people were shouting an/prily. The 
police rushed in. brandistiing lathis, 
creating further confusion, ^fore 
cairn was restored, a policeman lost 
his raised stick to a pair of hands 
that pulled hard: to his con.stemaUon 
the unlucky policeman discovered 
that an enraged Prime Minister had 
robbed him of his weapon. She re¬ 
turned the lathi and amidst shouts of 
‘zindabadi’ went back to heli¬ 
copter. 

Dispur, Javmharnagar State Guest 
House No 1; Within ten minutes of 
her arrival from Borjbar. the PM 
began talks. Till 1-15 p.m. when she 
addre.ssed a Press conference, one 
group after another entered the main 
lounge of the guest house to meet 
her. She sat at the head-table, papers 
in front, a pencil poised, thoughtful, 
like a reporter courting woixls in mid- 
sentence. 

On her left sat Lalan Prostal Singh, 
the governor, who had been in 
chai'ge of this ■ problem region for a 
long time (far too long, some people 
say, to be detached and unbiased). 

To her right, the dapper Union Homo 
Minister. The Prime Mining sat 
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and listened intently, frequently in* 
tervened to clarify matters, took 
notes, asked brutally frank questions, 
expressed displeasure with an admi¬ 
nistration that had been pitiably in¬ 
active and patiently prejudiced, spoke 
up her mind quite freely, surprised 
leaders bv revealing how well she bad 
done her' homework. And she never 
forgot to wish good Bihu tidings to 
all her callers. 

She met the representatives of 
Assam Sahitya Sat^a, Ail Assam 
Gana Sangrani Parishad, AA5U, 
Mahila Samiti, Jatiyatab^i Mahila 
Samiti, All Assam MinwHy Students’ 
Union. Citizens Rights Preservation 
Coininittee, Assam College Teachers' 
Association, Tea Gardens Tribes 
Youth Association, Assam Plains 
Karbi Darbar and MLAs belonging to 
all Parties. In short, all tho^ \Aio 
wanted her to visit Assam or sought 
a meeting, got accommodated. Except 
for the AASU leaders no social pre¬ 
ference was shown to any group, and 
including them, no quarters given. 
Time allotted to various groups 
naturally had to be rationed. 

She made it p.ain from the very 
beginning that .she wanted a quick 
settlement, but not at any cost and 
preferably on her own terms. There 
were priorities she would not disturb 
to please anvone. She cautioned all 
that the present state of restlessness 
was not helping anybody’s cau.se. A 
backward State in an under-developed 
country could not really afford the 
luxury of •’he r -rv-mfus '<>&- and hurt 
the current agitation was daily inflitt- 
ing. She reiuacO to accept that the 
movement wa.s entirely peaceful, that 
it was not anti-Bengali. anti-Muslim 
or separatist. She warned that danger¬ 
ous forces were being unleashed by 
the stir and the Centre would not 
remain a passive sp^tator. She said 
the number of foreigners (45 lakhs) 
was clearly exaggerated. 

She was verv sharp on a student 
leader who acted impertinentlv. She 
came down like a ton of bricks on a 
Gana Sangrani Parishad leader who 
chose to be belligerent. From a safe 
distance the leader in question later 
breathed hellfire. Later still, while 
nursing his wounds the same hero 
lamented; Those so and so Janata 
leaders (the actual woi^ used was 
naturally more vivid), how could they 
let this iniquitous woman out of the 
hen-coop! 

To the AASU leaders, however, she 
broached a proposal which, if accept¬ 
ed, could have paved the way for a 
.solution. She souf^t to overcome 
the thorny cut-off year controversy bv 
suggesting a starting year instead. 
1971, for initiating the ofHdal pro¬ 
cedure to detect and deport foreign¬ 
ers’. Talks meanwhile would con¬ 
tinue, and if necessary, the question 
of detecting foreign presence opened 
beyond 1971. This, in other words, 
could be called a phased out cut-off 
period and therefore, a concession. 
The AASU leaders either did not 
grasp the significance of the offer, or 
deliberately ignored the olive branch. 
They were reluctant to drop the agita¬ 
tion and lose prominence and initia¬ 
tive. Perhaps the very mention of 


the year 1971 put tiiem off. even if 
the context here was different. ITiey 
saw red and insisted on the National 
Register of Citizens 1951 as tfae only 
arbiter in determining who was a 
foreigner and who was not. The 
PM’s repeated reminder that her 

A victim of the alteged rape 


government had certain obligations 
to Parliament tthd to International 
law, that without Bangladesh’s con¬ 
sent no one could be pushed across 
the border, fell on closed ears. 

As the marathon talks onni^inue^l 
inside the Cucst H'^us'' cerri'^ors 
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TRAVEL. 


on feel that you have 
tome to a very spcaal 
plate when you disem¬ 
bark from >our flight at 
Kilimanjaro Intoriiation 
al Airport. For a start, the airport 
itiielf appears to be located in the 
very shade of the mighty snow-cap¬ 
ped Mount Kilim.injaio, the highest 
mcniiilain in Taiuania. While you 
wait for you luggage, you arc sur¬ 
rounded on all sides by tourists. Some 
of them are young and starry-eyed, 
others grey-halrcd and pensive. They 
come from all corneis ol the world, 
although the majority of them are 
from (iertnany and the Scandinavian 
countries. Most of them carry the in¬ 
evitable cameras, for there is so very 
much to record on film, moments 
and sights that words will never ade- 
(lualely describe, such is the natural 
beauty of the an^a. 


If your ultimate destination is 
Mount Kilimanjaro itself, then you 
take the road to the right of the air¬ 
port, bypassing Moshc and finally ar¬ 
riving at Kibo on the Kilimanjaro 
range. Must tourists, however, take 
the road that goes off to the left of 
the airport to Arusha, which is 28 
miles away. Arusha is a small hill 
town, which is apparently sleepy at 
night but full of life and vitality du¬ 
ring the day. Climatically, it is very 
similar to Shillong in early Septem¬ 
ber. 

Arusha is dwarfed by the immen¬ 
sity of Mount Mcru, which looks 
down on the small town. It is a beau¬ 
tiful sight at night, when the sodium 
vapour lamps of Arusha bathe the 
streets with light and the mountain 
in the background. There are plenty 
of hotels there, although the best — 
Mount Meru and the New Arusha— 



are quite expensive. The Tanzanian 
Government knows full well that the 
majority of the people who visit the 
area can aflord to pay for the 
comforts they arc used to at home. 
So they have to pay, and pay haud- 
somcly. Today the place is mush¬ 
rooming with hotels for the well-to- 
do. 

It IS also mushrooming with 
shrewd tour operators. They arrange 
hunting .safaris, sightseeing trips and. 
for the camera buffs, special photo¬ 
graphic safaris into the wilds. There 
arc plenty of tourists and so there is 
plenty ot money in organising these 
tours. Shopowners have benefitted 
too. and the trinkets they sell are 
always in great demand. Some shops 
sell zebra hides, elephant's hair ban¬ 
gles, lucky bones and other such cu¬ 
rios. The Tanzanian Meercheum 
Limited produces fashion ornaments 
for ladies and pipes and other novel¬ 
ties for men which are all made of 
meercheum clay. There are shopping 
arcades almost everywhere one looks. 

Arusha’s streets arc aswarm with 
Volkswagen '■combis’', Land Rovers 
and large tiucks that are built to 
carry all the paraphernalia that ac¬ 
companies a camping expedition. 
They are run either by the tout ope¬ 
rators or by Government-owned cor¬ 
porations. There are scores of private 
operators, but some of them would 
not think twice before rooking a 
client. Many of these shady opera¬ 
tors are referred to by the local po¬ 
pulation as Asians, and are generally 
looked on with derision. However, 
most of them hold British passports. 

On an average a sightseeing safari 
would cost about the equivalent of 
about Rs 8,000 if one takes a Volks- 
wagon. A trip in a L^nd Rover costs 
slightly more although it is more 
economical for a group of tourists 
rather than a single person who 
wants to hire the jeep for himself. 
The best thing is to hire an a car 
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aa4 drive it yoursetf, but this is out 
possible if oqe does not speak Swa- 
hill fluently. The only other option <s 
to Uke an Eoglisb-speaking driver* 
cum guides This mode costs about Bs 
16,000. ' 

The most popular game park in 
the area is the one at Lake Maoyara, 
which was once the favourite stomp¬ 
ing ground of the novelist Ernest 
Hemmingway. The great plains of 
Serengetti also get the attention 
they richly deserve and which they 
have roeived from time immemorial 
Behind the popularity of Serengetti 
is a father and son combination, Fro- 
fessor Bernhard Urizintek and his 
son Michael. The Tanzanian Govern- 
ment is grateful to them. In fact. 
Michael died in a plane crash on one 
of the hills and was buried at the 
edge of the Ngoroogord Crater, 

where a monument erected by the 

Tanzanian Government stands in his 
memory. 

erengelti must surely 

rank as one of tho ail- 

time wonders of tho 
world, with its prairie 

grass extending from all 
sides to the horizon itself. When you 
die deep in the interior you Icel that 
you would surely have lust your way 
if It had not been for the slate-colour¬ 
ed road. There is not even a solitary 
tree in the vicioity, just acre upon 
acre of endless grass that seems to 
stretch to eternity. The plains of 
.Serengetti are now divided between 
Tanzania and Kenya, although the 
bulk lies in Tanzania, So massive is 
the expanse of the plains that they 
actually stretch to the borders of 
neighbouring states. 

Perhaps toe first asj^ct about East 
African parks to. strike a foreign 
visitor is their vastoess. No ca'tle 
glaze there, and there is no sign of 
human habitation. In some areas, 
however, one finds the red-robed, 
seven foot, pastoral Masai tribes¬ 
men. who serve to give places hke 
Ngorongoro an indescribable atmos¬ 
phere. Inte.-estiokly enough, they 
have never indulged in agriculture 
since they feel that digging up their 
moiberlaod is unholy. 

The ooncentratioa of game animils 
irt this region has to be seen lo be 



,-a 



believed. The plains themselves are Thby bgve beon built witb. tho aW' 
teeming witb ufe. If you drive across rage white tourist in mind, and cater 
the pfaitniu you will never cover a dir- to those who are used to paying ex- 
tanoe of 1,000 yards without sighting orbitant rates for luxury. On an ave- 
some of the hordes of wildlife. The rage, they cost about Rs 400 per 
variety to roind-boigUng. There aie night per person. Personally 1 did not 
herds of Thomson's Gazelles, Grant’s care much for the lodges as they are 
Gazelles, wildebeest, zebras, giraffes, somewhat incongruous in such natu- 
impaias, elands: among the bird.s ral surroundings, aithougb there are 
there are bustards, sand grouses, obvious^ several others who tbink 
secretary-birds and red-crested vul otherwise, or else the lodges them- 
tures. Tliere to plenty of scope for selves would not be there at all. 

the caroeraman or tl» lovir of wild- One cannot help but wonder ^tor 

Ufe.'At present, there are more tlmn a visit to the game parks of Eari 
fifteen lakh game animab at Seren- Africa why we in our country do not 
getti take the same pains to attrart tourists 

fn Tansnnia the Forest Depart- to our game sanctuaries. If "* <114. 
went has constructed beautifui lodges the tourists would bring in millions 
leep inside tbn game sanctuaries, of dollars every sea^ It must be 

rhese ledges, some of whlcA have admitted however that the ^ricans 

aeen daisied by French architects, have a great advantage. After all. 

am hold as many as -300 people, they have Serengetti. • 
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Coup on the Maiden 

Who financed the star-studded Mohammedan Sporting team ? 
S. N. M. ABOl investigates 



SurojU Sengupta 


SUnhbtr Alt 


Utio.ikar Ganguly 


I OR the veteran football 
fan in Calcutta, the new 
seaiion i>tartb every year 
on a heady note with the 

__announcement by the 

Indian Football Association (IFA) 
of the transfer date for players. The 
transfers, apart from givinit the fans 
a precise idea of their club's strength 
in the season's matches, also set at 
rest scores of rumours which fre- 
guently compel a loyal fan to lose 
hours of sleep. This year, the trans¬ 
fers began on March IS and ended 
on_ March 30 but at least one intri¬ 
guing piece of speculation still 
haunts the minds of countless football 
fans. This applies particularly to 
supporters of Mohammedan Sporting 
—a club which has purely on its own 
account becomes a tragic, enigmatic 
instilulioii on Calcutta's Maidan. The 
question to which innumerable foot¬ 
ball followers would like an answer 
is whether Haji Maslan (of all peo¬ 
ple !) actually played a role in build 
ing up Mohammedan Sporting's alf 
star big-budget team this year. 

Haji Mastan may not have extend¬ 
ed a helping hand but the “rumour" 
has by now become almost a convic¬ 
tion. Mohammedan Sporting fans, 
scattered as they are over Park 
Circus. Raja Baiar. Colootolla and 
Metiabrus areas of Calcutta, have 
Haji Mastan's name on their lips and 
in their simple hearts the ooe ex¬ 
smuggler has earned a place of 
veneration. Mohammedan Sport'iig 
has been down in the dumps for many 
years and Its passionate aad often 
unnify supporters are convinced that 
the Mastan magic will work this year. 
,Su much so that many fans turn up 



A. K. Dulta, Ike club's coach 


Moftd. Akbar 


daily at the club's premises because 
they think that Haji Mastan attends 
the practice s ssions! And excited 
fans are dutifully spreading the 
“good word'*. A short, scruffy, lungi- 
clad waiter in a popular restaurant in 
oentral Calcutta told me between at¬ 
tending to hordes of customers: 
“Sahib, this year Moharamedio 
Sporting will take home all the tro- 

f ihies. We have the best team in 
ndia. We have robbed East Bengal 
(club) of all its gems. Mastan has 
cartloads cff currency notes. He is 
also getting some Iranian players for 
the team. Sahib. I tell you, this is 
going to be Mastanbhai’s unbeatable 
team . The refrain can be beard 
almost everywhere. 

■ Voluntary donations and black 
money platy an important role in Cal¬ 
cutta football but it is difficult for 
anybody to substantiate these aUega- 
tkMs. Under-the-table ffnandal dMl- 
ings leave even income-tax offkers 
pussled. In the case of Mohammedan 
Sporting*s alleged oonnection with 
Haji Mastan. there is a fair asBouat 
of circumstantial evidence which can 
be used to investigate the “rumour". 

The Big Three on Calcutta's lla^’ 
dan cannot exist on membmship fees 
alone. The growing popularity of the 
game has raised playen's feea by 
leaps and bounds. Therefore funds 
have to be found in order to racnilt 
the best footballers. Apart from the 
Player's fee. the dub also invariahiy 
bears other expenses: food, lodgfag 
aad sametimcs vneation expnoMW for 
the “star". Ironicalhr. on popar a| 
least, Calratta faothoH staTmUona 
amateur status. Fuads, howavor. on 
not pose much of a proMom laaiohr 





due to the presence of private spon¬ 
sors. Each biff club has its Kod* 
father or godfalher.s who are inter¬ 
ested in power. The ea.siest way of 
at'quirinE power is through dona¬ 
tions. Elections to the club’s offices 
are normally limited to those who 
ran provide funds after assuming 
office. Apart from private donations, 
honorary memberships too contri¬ 
bute to a club’s coffers. For instance, 
this year, Mohammedan Sporting is 
enlisting honorary members — Rs 300 
apiece. 

OW Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing bagged seven East 
Bengal players is perhap.s 
equally interesting. Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting club 
officials maintain that they were lent 
a helping hand by Surojit Sengnpta. 
East nengal’s elegant .suprrstar until 
last year. "Surojit knew that his club 
had definite plans to stab him in the 
back. So he wisely crossed over to 
our side’’, said a Mohammedan 
Sporting executive committee mem¬ 
ber. It is true that Suroiit was at 
loggerheads with a section of East 
Bengar.s officials. La.st year there 
were rumours that Surojit would face 
disciplinary action which could even 
lead to his suspension. Sensing this. 
Surojit derid^ to switch over to 
Mohammedan Sporting. * The club’s 
officials not only welcomed him with 
open arms but also empowered Surojit 
^ start negotiations with other East 
Bengal Delayers on behalf of Moham¬ 
medan Sporting. According to club 
officials, this move was initiated 
around mid-Pebruary. 

By the third week of February. 
Surojit had four East Bengal players 
in bis bag namely; Chinmoy Chat- 
ierji. ShyamsI Ghosh, David Williams 
and PniMiita Banerfee, Theae players 


had been always close to Surojit and 
derided to cast their lot with hfm. 
Once a settlement was reached, these 
four players along with other Moham¬ 
medan Sporting players were taken 
to Ranchi and lodged In a hotel. 
This was done to prevent the players 
from changing their minds. Initially, 
March 3 had been fixed as the date 
for soccer transfers but later It was 
postponed to March 15, When the 
tran.sfer date was extended, the play¬ 
ers were taken to Varanasi and then 
to Bombay. Only on March 14 did 
the players arrive in Calcutta by 
air and they were lodged in tte 
Rajasthan Guest House on Zakcria 
Street. The next day they signed 
for Mohammedan ' Sporting. More 
than half the battle was already won. 

In the mean time, Surojit took a 
trip to Singapore. According to Erfan 
Randerian, Mohammedan Sporting 
paid Surojit’s travelling expenses. 
In Singapore, Surojit reportedly spoke 
to two other East Bengal star.s, 
Bhaskar and Shabbir All who were 
assisting India In the pre-Olympic 
soccer tournament. Surojit’s trip ap¬ 
peared an innocent one as he was 
after all covering the football tourno- 
ment for two Bengali publications. 
His Job done, Surojit returned to 
India. Five East Bengal players (in¬ 
cluding Surojit) had already signed 
up for Mohammedan Sporting and 
the club officials waited for Bhaskar 
and Shabbir with bated breath. When 
the Indian team returned from Sin¬ 
gapore, Surojit, along with a few 
Mohammedan Sporting officials, was 
present at Mesnambakkam airport. 
Madras. Acavdiug to a leading 
English sports magasine, Surojit was 
also accompanied by a posse of pri¬ 
vate bodyguards, apparently supplied 
by Mohammedan Sporting club. At 


the airport. East Bengal officials were 
present to make a lasiditdi attempt 
to dissuade Shabbir and Bhaskar from 
leaving East Bengal but before they 
could reach them, the two were 
whisked away in a car. The same 
day they took a flight for Bombay. 
A few days later, they reached Cal¬ 
cutta and signed up for Mohammedan 
Sporting in the presence of Erfan 
Randerian, the club’s president. This 
is the intriguing tale of how Moham¬ 
medan Sporting bagged seven East 
Bengal's stars. 

Though there is no proof of Haii 
Mastan's financial contribution, some 
person or persons have definitely 
given the club a lot of money in the 
fast few months. Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing’s current team, studded with 
soccer superstars, has cost a fantas¬ 
tic sum of money. Yearly member¬ 
ship fees do not go beyond a measly 
Hs 2 lakhs. In contrast, the top four 
Mohammedan Sporting players this 
year have cost the club slightly over 
Its 2 lakhs. This figure was supplied 
to me by an unimpeachable source 
who also declared that it has cost 
over Rs 8 lakhs to build tj|e full 
team. Including reserves. Now, where 
did 'all this money come from ? When 
I put the question to a well-known 
member of the executive committee, 

I was told : "What the owner of 
Gulabi Team (meaning Erfan Rande¬ 
rian) has done for the club, nobody 
else can ever do. He gave us every- 
thing with generosity. In the last 
20 years nobody donated sudi a 
fabulous sum. If Mohammedan 
Sporting can take home even two tro¬ 
phies, the investment will be worth¬ 
while’’. The Federation Cup tourna¬ 
ment begins on April 18. ft" will be 
the flr.st test for the club’s new' cost 
ly outfit. ii 



rhoiogfiptM by Nikhil UhAlKichaiya 
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LIVING 



Watilunii a paradrop is al¬ 
ways impressive, but almost 
anyone wlu> has witnessed 
the breathlakinjc spectacle 
of skvdivinR will tell you 
that the latter is dehni- 
telv the more enthrallinff <•( 
the two. It entails pluiiftiiit; 
Ironi a hiRh flying aircraft 
and treetalling for sjoveral 
thousand feet without open¬ 
ing one’s parachute, only do¬ 
ing so at about 2.500 feet. 
^ if the fall of thousands 
ot feet is not enough, the 
skydivers then try and land 
on a specified spot which is 
usually marked on the ground 
with coloured strips of cloth. 
During the recently conclu¬ 
ded Air Force Sports Festi¬ 
val at Kalaikunda. Subhash 
Sarcar got the opportunMy of 
w-atching a spectacular dis¬ 
play of skydiving. The ten 
parachutists, led by Squa¬ 
dron Leader D. K. Dhingra 
iTOked « if they would miss 
me landing zone due to the 
strong breeze but each land- 
was i^ect. Squadron 
Leader Dhingra, incidentally 
was first Indian Air For- 

United States for special 
Psira training. 

And what it the parachutes 
not 0Pe.n? Flight Lieute¬ 
nant Mahaian, one of the 
oilicers who took part in the 
display, smiled. “Each of us 
nos an extra chute • strapped 
on although of course it is 
smaller than the main 
parachute”. 


Mystified 



jNo matter what you order by:? 
f way of a meal at the tiny? 

X village of Ayodhipatnam, ■' 

^chances are that you will be ’ 

; served tomatoes in one form 
Z'or another. Not at all sur 
< prising when you consider 
that tomatoes sell at the un¬ 
believably rockbottom price 
of five paisc per kilo. Even 
restaurant owners in Salem, 
a mere seven kilometres 
away, have begun to concoct 
tomato dishes by the dozen. 

And their counterparts in 
Madurai and Coimbatore are 
not so far behind, either. 

You ask for a masala dosa 
and you find it contains more 
tomato than potato, declares 
Arthur Pais. As if that is 
not enough, you hardly see 
the traditional coconut chut¬ 
ney any longer: it has been 
replaced by—you’ve guess¬ 
ed it—tomato chutney. How's 
I that ? 

The only people who seem 
to be worried are the far- It’s one of those on-again- 
mers. And with good reason, off-again things, Parveen’s 
for at one stage last year, film career. After her recent 
the price of tomatoes reaich- holiday in Bali where she 
ed Rs. 10 per kilo. Now, cooled her heels for some 
tomatoes are sold in huge time, she returned to Bom- 
baskets that hold as much bay. The grapevine has it 
as 30 kilos apiece. 1^ most that she completed her 
interesting thing is that the work in the Sippys’ prestl- 
baskots cost more than the gious film Shaan and was 


tomatoes they contain. 


in the process of completing 


her other assignments which 
she had dropped when she 
suddenly left for her holi¬ 
day. Knowledgeable sources 
predicted that if Parveen 
did another bunk, it could 
well be her last. And now. 
all of a sudden, no one' 
knows where she is. Holly¬ 
wood perhaps? Or on a holi¬ 
day with yet another mystic? 




Ever since the Holy Father 
came to the throne of the 
Vatican, he has been making 
pilgrimages and visiting 
places. First it was Poland, 
his homeland then it was the 
USA and Ireland. TTie Pope 
has been moving around a 
lot. The Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of India, seidng 
the opportunity, has extend¬ 
ed an invitation to him to I 


visit India. The Pope is sche¬ 
duled to visit theAUippines. 
and Africa whidi means be 
will not be far away from 
Indian shores. The Vatican, 
however, has not adcnowled- j 
ged the invitation but if he 
does come it will be the sec¬ 
ond visit to India by a Pope. 
So we may yet extend a 
swaoqtom to Urn, adds; Ti>- 
thiankar fihnwti 


He has committed one faux 
MX after another since he 
Mcimie Governor of Tamil 
Nadu. But Prabhudas Pat- 
wan s latest is as good as 
dll those that went before. 
At a function organised by 
the Hindnackgachar Sgbha, 
repoitf Arthur Pais, he pro¬ 
claimed “I wish I could 
speak in Hindi; it is the lan¬ 
guage 1 love most but I can¬ 
not speak it here (in Mad¬ 
ras) . Now how about that’ 
Although External Affairs P. 
V. Narasiraha Rao spoke in 
Hvderabadi Hindi, Tamil 
Nadu's Governor decided to 
address the gathering in his 
®jng-«>ng English. 

I.,?-"*®’**®,.Is 

to believe that Patwari is a 
sunplc-mmded Gandhian who 
shuns all trappings of pomp 
and splendour. When he 
took over as (tevenuH*. for 
instance, he said he was 
n« going to use an Impor- 

Pi?* I** prefer¬ 

red the old ^bassador. 












No sweat 


Wheel of a time 



sTtaere was this person who 
j-looked so familiar, sitting at 
i^Bombay’s Victory Stall and 
^wolfing down quantities of 
lefaicken dhansaag. It was 
tt only after he had viished the 
'two huge dollops of walnut 
ice cream that he was recog¬ 
nised as Farokh Engineer. 
"You can get used to so 
many things in Blighty coun¬ 
try,” a relaxed Engineer 
told Haresh Munwanf, “but 
ou miss the Indian food. 


n ^FTiTs H 9 H-V* ^ iU’kS I 


of sweating. I love Bombay 
and the atmosphere heroand 
I’m sorry that many or the 
older establishments are now 
disappearing.” 


Bugged 



- Ui 


^In addition, to keep the 
Isider company, there are 
' people who clap to a rhythm 
or sing rumbustioua film 
songs. By way 'of variation 
there are iproups of eunuchs 
who are specially commis¬ 
sioned to dance and provide 
special entertainment. Local 
children, too, add a lot of 
^lour and to complete the 
overall picture there are bla¬ 
ring loudspeakers, colourful 
tubelights and garishly dad 
dancers. And of course, there 
is 9 , series of breatbtakhig 
stunts by .the cyclist .him- 




erous appla 


"This is not religloui pro 
paganda, dear traveller, this 
concerns you.” So ran the 
first sentence of a pamph¬ 
let distributed by a faceless 
group of commuters on the 
suburban electric trains bet¬ 
ween Tambaram and 
Madras Beach station. The 
target of the attack ? The 
bugs that infest the suburban 
trains. 

The pamphlet exhorted 
commuters to laundi a 
campaign "on war footing” 
against the buu. Himself a 
victim, of bugbites on the 
trains, Asfiok Kamath 


claims that he was among 
the first to sign. 

'Die pamphleteers looked 
like college students. One 
of them quipped, "On the 
face of it, this campaign 
against bugs may appear to 
be a trivial thing, but the 
fact is that the bug popula¬ 
tion has increased so dras¬ 
tically that it seems the 
authorities are actually 
tareeding them in large num¬ 
bers”. 

P.S. The pamphlet condudes 
with the exhortation, "Go 
ahead and donate blood. 
But not to bugs”. 





Cold facts 


Going around in small circles 
may not be a virtue by tra¬ 
ditional standards, but it 
certainly has belpi^l people 
like D. Lazar earn an hiHiest 
living. In a circular arena 
about 20 metres in radius. 
Lazar undertakes cycling 
sprees which normally vary 
in duration between 72 hours 
and 10 days, during which 
he does not set foot on Mo¬ 
ther Earth. The cyclist eats, 
sleeps and does just about 
everything on the bike, while 
the only thing that is taboo 
is dismounting 
The fiagging-off ceremony is 
completed with a great deal 
of fanfare and tom-tomming. 


Everybody knows that 

glacial ice can be pretty 
old on occasion, but just 
how old it is can be mighty 
difficult to ascertain. Ac¬ 
cording to experiments con¬ 
ducted by the Physical Re*, 
search Laboratory, Ahmeda- 


bad, the oldest specimens 
of ice contained In the 
Nehnar Glacier of Kashmir 
might be all of 1000 years 
o.d. What, as old at all that? 
By that reckoning it is just 
a little older than some of 
our politicians. 


Kesfl Mn addition, lent a helping 

na VlllK a pan hand by way of providing 

Lreturn ^ tickets for all 
^he international stars as 
swell, so fans had an oppor- 
^tunity of seeing some 
,, 5’legendary players of times 
'2 gone by. There were Rohan 
I Kanhai, Sonny Ramadhin 
and Fred Titmus matdiing 
their talents with Glenn 
Turner, Richard Hadlee, 
Javed Miandad, Imran Khan 
and of coursq our own Gavas¬ 
kar, Kapil and Vishwanatb. 
Mok than anyone else, It 

Th-M ^ was the fans who had a field 

lioariUng, day; two field days In fact 
faatlvity during Thi national carrkP-which The cricketers were in an 







miff 




■ ■ - '• 

- — -- 



. P»y«o in wnicn reao; "captain calling rare of any sort Perhaps 

members: Plaara that was ^ so many hearts 

^ iodJ^too. did not miM keep your wickets in an fluttered every time Imran 
opportmdty to diaplay upright position.” Alrfiadia, Khan smiled. 


great draw and both before 
and after the performance, 
the cyclist is given a 
tor’s reception by local real 
dents. Ashok Kamath spoke 
to Lazar before one of his 
performances in Tambaram 
Sanitorium, a suburban loca¬ 
lity about 25 kilometres 
from the heart of the city of 
Madras. Said the ace cyclist, 
‘T do three performances 
every month and sometimes 
I get a local sponsor. More 
often than not I depend on 
what comes to me by way 
of the hwidi that is sent 
around. I turned profesiio- 
nal three years ago and I 
am not only able to support 
a family but also donate 
some .money for noble cau¬ 
ses. For example, the prd- 
ceeds of this performance 
will go entirely to the con¬ 
struction of a temple here, I 
receive only a .token amount 
for my services" But isn't 
Lazar a Christian surname? 
"It doesn’t matter to me 
that I am raising money for 
a temple. After all, all gods 
are one," declared the 20- 
year-old cyclist. 


Up with 
Downes 

So there is yet another per¬ 
son who wanu to coampion 
tne nob>e cause of tne 
Indian bustard. An AuKra- 
lian wilOiife expert n^med 
Downes feels tnat the bird 
can be saved. 

Mr Downes, who began 
breeding Australian bustards 
in 1865, achieved a signifi¬ 
cant breakthrough within 
just eii^t yean. Captive 
breeding, h« claims, helped 
double the bustard popula¬ 
tion within four yaars. He 
suggeita a joint Indo- 
Auatradan projeri: to aave 
the buitarda. wnich are dis¬ 
appearing ao fast from the 
deserts of Rajasthan. 
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SASTHI BRATA 
DOES IT AGAIN!!! 


Loyalty above all else 


Hera is 

latest outrageous^W 
m bombshell of a book \ 

r THE SENSUOUS ^ 


GURU 


A lusty romp across kinky 
America by the author of 

CONFESSIONS OF AN 
INDIAN LOVER which 
has sold over I million 
copies. 

Siry yoi/r copy today f fis. JO 

PLUS 

7 OTHER SPRING 
SENSATIONS 


SHOOT AT SITE 

by Ashokamitran Rs. 7 

The lives, loves and lusts of 
haid-living film slais (in a fine 
lianslation from the Tamil bestseller) 

BLUE JASMINE Rs. 8 
by V. Balakrishrian tt 
R. Leela Devi 

A powerful novel about a 
man's search lor beauty and truth 

MARTHANOA VARMA Rs. 15 
by C. V. Raman Pillai 
(tr. by R. Leela Devi) 

The widely acclaimed 
hisloiicol novel from Keiala 

SUPERMARRIAGE 
SUPERSEX Rs. 8 
AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 
CONJUGAL HAPPINESS 
by Amjpama Niranjana 

A bold honest book that will add new 
rest to the joy ol sen in marriage 

HUMORIST'S 
HOO'S HOO Rs. 8 
by K. P. Bahadur 

A naughty, uninhibited, 
utterly lunny book (with 
provocative illustiatiorrs) 

PROFILES IN 
ACHIEVEMENT Rs. 9 
by Ajay Rai 

this could be your life story 
if yo(i w.int success 

CAMEL TO 
CADILLAC Rs. 8 

Profile of the Gulf States 
by C. H. Mohammed Koya 

You might want to go to the 
Middle-East .read all about 
the Promised Larid in this book 


Rush your order today 
Post free by VPP 
on 3 or more books 


STERLING PUBLISHERS 
W PVT. LIMITED 


New Delbi-110016 



By KEWAL VARMA 


ILNCT; Mrs Gandhi assu 
ined office three 
months brick, she has 
been showing remarka- 

_Ible sinkle-niindedness 

iti revvardinc and punishing people 
in thp adininistratiuii. She also has 
her oidei ot priorities in this 
".spriiiRcleanins'’ ui tlie bureau- 
cracv. The scoreboard wa.s opcmed 
with the Delhi Administidtion, The 
old police coinmissiunor was shun¬ 
ted out and P. S. Blunder was 
brought in his place, superseding 
seven IPS officers of the union 
territory’s cadre. P.iilier Bhin- 
der’.s wife was given a ('.ongiess 
(1) ticket from Puiudb and she 
IS now an honourable member ot 
the Lok Sabha Then came the 
turn of Jagmohan. Since he Wd.s 
too junior tn the service, he re¬ 
signed from service before he 
Wiis crowned Lt Governor ot 
Delhi. Under the law, the f-t 
Governor is the effective execu¬ 
tive hcqd of Delhi without being 
answerable to any elected body. 
P N. Behai who was joint secre¬ 
tary in the Primfc Minister’s 
secretariat during the Eincrgeni-v, 
was also not forgotten. He has 
been made president of the New 
Delhi Municipal Committee. Next 
to the police commissioner and 
the U Governor, the vice-chair¬ 
man of the Delhi Development 
Authority is the most important 
pt'i'.son in the local administration. 
To tliis post was brought V. S. 
Vailawadi. He was deputy com¬ 
missioner of Gurgaon when land 
was allotted to the Maruti factory. 

The local Delhi Administration 
became her first target for very 
good reasons. Delhi is being 
sought to be made the first train¬ 
ing ground in administration fur 
San jay Gandhi. In the olden 
days, the heir-apparent quite 
often used to be made first a 
subedar of a province. There he 
would test his untested ideas, 
burn his lingers and in the pro¬ 
cess become an experienced 
administrator, If Delhi gets a 
new look administration, this will 
become a model for the rest of 
the country. But, perhaps. Delhi 
is too small a plaw. Hence, UP 


IS also sought to be turned into 
a laboratory for experimentation. 
Saniay Gandhi recently held a 
meeting in Lucknow of senior 
officials headed by the chief se¬ 
cretary who also falls in the 
Bhinder-Jagmohan category. Stiff 
the Delhi Administration will con¬ 
tinue to get the highest and clo¬ 
sest attention of 12, Willingdon 
Crescent (where Saniay still lives). 

After the local Delhi Adminis¬ 
tration. intelligence agericies gut 
the highest attention from Mrs 
(iandhi. The Intelligence Bureau 
chief, S. N. Mathur, was replaced 
by T. V. Rajeswar. Both these 
gentlemen have interesting histo¬ 
ries. The Intelligence Burauu 
chief is the topmost policeman of 
the country. Mathur was brought 
in to this job just two days be¬ 
fore the Emergency was imposed^ 
But then he led Mrs Gandhi up 
the garden path. His agency gave 
Mrs Gandhi to understand in 
1976 that she would get 350 seats. 
It is believed that this was the 
clinching factor in Mrs Gandhi’s 
decision to overrule Sanjay and 
order elections. Mathur oonti- 
nued III the job after the Janata 
came to power, strengthening the 
impression that he was being 
rewarded tor “misleading" Mrs 
Gandhi. Rajeswar was number 
two to Mathur. T’he Janata Gov¬ 
ernment revertcxl him to his pa¬ 
rent Andhra cadre. But the Con- 
greiss (D-controlled State (Jovern- 
ment retained him in Delhi as 
its special commissioner. 

Alter the Intelligence Bureau, 
the Central Bureau of Investiga- 
•tion (CBI) is the most prestigeous 
intelligence agency of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. Its chief was 
R. D. Singh. Ho had the “distinc¬ 
tion" of masterminding the "ope¬ 
ration break-up” of the railway 
strike of 1974. Yet, .is "iff-luck” 
would have it, before he was 
made the CBt chief, R. D. Singh 
was in charge of the special cell 
ot the CBI which prepared cases to 
launch prosecution against Mrs 
Gandhi. He has been succeeded by 
J. B. Buwa who has superseded 
many ot bis service colleagues. 
The story of N. K. Singh. DIG in 
the CBI, is now well known. ’Ibere 
are live senior officers of the 
CBI who have been packed off. The 
director-general of the Border 
Security Force, Rajagopal, could 
not have expected a tetter deal. 
He was secretary to the Shah 
Ckmimission. When.the copies of 
the Shah Commission’s report have 
been withdrawn and courts, in¬ 
cluding the Supreme ^urt, are 
dropping case after case, Raja¬ 
gopal has been asked only to go 
back to his parent state. 










The Hume Ministry is obvioui* 
ly a most importaat instrument 
of the Central administration. 
T. C. A. Srinivasanvardhan who 
was shunted out from the Home 
•Ministry within a <week of the 
declaration of the Emeraenev 
and was brought back as home 
.secretary within a week of the 
Janata coming to .power, could 
not obviously have continued as 
home secretary under Indira 
Gandhi. He was replaced by S. M. 
H. Burney who was information 
secretary during the Emergency. 
The secretary, personnel and the 
establishment officer of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India h«ve also been 
changed. They hold key positions 
as they are crucially involved 
with the postings and placings of 
officers in the Central Govern¬ 
ment. In the economic Ministries, 
the banking secretary, M. R. 
Shroff and the civil aviation se¬ 
cretary have been changed. It is 
said that when M. Menezes. chair¬ 
man of the Railway Board, was. 
getting an extension, a courier 
from 12 Willingdon Crescent ru¬ 
shed to the Rail Bhavan to stall 
this. But he reached too late. The 
notification had been issued by 
that time. The Planning Commis¬ 
sion appointed by the Janata Go¬ 
vernment was virtually sacked. 



Jagmohan 


The Qret list of new members in* 
eluded the name of I&aliq Naqin, 
a Delhi economist. But hts name 
was mysteriously omitted. He 
was a card-holding CPI member 
3U years ago. With the appoint¬ 
ment of the new team, the Plan¬ 
ning Commission could be rena- 
•nied "ex'Secretaries ^mmisadon". 
What has happened so far is Just 
the beginning of changes in top 
eronomic administration. Friends 
of 1. G. Patel, Governor of Re¬ 
serve Bank, are keeping their 
Angers crossed. 

What will be most interesting to 
watch is how far the principle of 
“rewarding loyalists” is pursued 
in appointing seven Judges ot the 
hupreme Court as these vacancies 


will arise in the next nine months. 
The total sanctioned strength of 
the Supreme Court is 18. 

In the public sector, beads have 
begun to roll and new blood has 
been inducted in the aviation set¬ 
up. The chairmen of both Indian 
Airlines and Air India have been 
changed. The change^ in the two 
corporations have served to trans¬ 
mit signals that public sector un¬ 
dertakings will be a source of 
patronage for loyalists. 

In the carlv Seventies, the con¬ 
cept of committed bureaucracy 
was quite fashionable which 
meant that the bureaucracy should 
be committed to certain princi¬ 
ples and programmes and not to 
individuals. In this period of "com¬ 
mitted bureaucracy'’, many changes 
were made, particularly in the 
public sector. It did yield results. 
For instance the capacity utilisation 
of steel plants was increased 
liom 65 per cent to 95 per cent, 
V. Krishna Iyer was appointed 
to the Supreme Court when com¬ 
mitted judges were in vogue. But 
his subsequent judgments showed 
that he is committed to the philo¬ 
sophy of social change and not to 
d personality. This was evident 
from the conditional stay order 
granted to Mrs Gandhi following 
the Allahabad High Court judg- 
. meat. Now what is happening is 
vulgarisation of the concept of 
committed bureaucracy. Top men 
selected on the basis of personal 
loyalty often don’t measure up to 
the requirements of the job. If the 
performance of public sector and 
departmental undertakinga doesn't 
improve, the economic future of 
the country is bleak. Similarly, 
in tho general administration of 
the country, Mrs Gandhi solely 
depends on the bureaucracy. In her 
scheme of things, there is no 
place for non-ofneial agencies, in¬ 
cluding her own Party. Hence, in¬ 
efficient bureaucrats at tho top 
and demoralised bureaucracy be¬ 
low can lead the country to it first- 
rate crisis. 

The bureaucracy was made a poli¬ 
tical football by the Janata. Mrs 
Gandhi is only returning the com¬ 
pliment. What Is, however, new 
is the spirit of revenge against 
bureaucrats. Here we will- recall 
one. incident. 'There was a police 
inspector who pulled out a hair 
from the moustache of Govind 
Ballabh Pant in 1942 when he 
was arrested. When Pantji be¬ 
came Chief Minister of UP. the 
file for promotion of that particu¬ 
lar police Inspector came to him. 
The old man remembered the in¬ 
cident. But he asked: "What has 
the DPC (Departmental Promo¬ 
tion Committee) recommended?” 
He was told: “The DPC has recom¬ 
mended his promotion”. The old 
man shaking his head, noted; 
“C^curred’' and signed the file- 
Those were the days, those were 
the people! 
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Dip unto death 


The casualty list has touched hundred 


s. iiitithi provides di inking water tor 
only hall an hour every dav. Con- 
sequentlv, the pilRiims are forced to 
drmk unhygienic water from the small 
canal which passes by the skle of the 
vilhiRC Vcmulavada has just been 
upgraded to the status of taluk head- 
niiarter.s. Until last month it was 
part of Sircilla taluk, which had been 
dec lared a disturbed area because of 
Naxalite activities. Mr 1*. V. Nara- 
siinha Itau, External AHairs Minister 
IS from Vangara village, just 60 kilo- 
iiic.‘tre.s away. Surprisingly, neither the 
I'.xternal Affairs Minister nor other 
State Ministers who belong to the 
district bothered about the problem.s 

t. '.ced by thci pilgrims although the 
Ministers had received temple bonouis 
on important occasions. Ironicallv. 
Narasimha Rao was at one time in 
chai ge of Health and Endowments 

There is no dearth of funds lor the 
temp o. The temple itself i.s adminis¬ 
tered by a board of trustees chosen 
by the Government. The trustees 
have at their disposal nearly a crore 
of rupiec'.s which is earning intere.st. 
In sharp contrast is Tirupathi, India’s 
leading shrine which spends most of 
its earnings on amenities fur pilgrims 
besides running a string of institu¬ 
tions for Oriental studies and devo¬ 
tional music. The trustees of the 
Sliaivaite temple on the other hand 


are trading on the gullibility of the 
pilgrims and their deep faith. 

Even after the latest tragedy, the 
temple trustees are more interested 
in canvassing for the reopening of 
the temple instead of drawing up 
concrete plans. Already rumours arc 
rile on the temple premises that the 
tragedy h:.d occuiTi'd due to a ‘‘pollut¬ 
ed” woman bathing in the pond. If 
tlK.t was the case, the pond would 
not ha\e been more dirty than what 
It wa.-. when the tragedy occurred 
Local pt'ople, in fact, nmiplhined that 
they could smell the foul smell of the 
ponds water from a mile awav when 
it w -s bi'iiig drained opt even after 
ten d..vs of the deaths All through 
the Government has maintained a 
strange .silence There was not even 
a sin:;le Press commiinniue about the 
temple deaths even three weeks after 
the episode And it was only due to 
.1 mohissil correspondent that the 
midon; was blown up. 

The Andhi.i IVadesh (iovernor. K. 
C. Abiaham's notilication on April 16. 
1960 declaring the entire district of 
Karimnagar cholera-affected makes it 
obvious that the epidemic remained 
even thiee week.s after what was stat¬ 
ed as gastroentei itis. Th(. nutilic.ation 
ve.sts powers in the District Medical 
Officer under the Infectious Diseases 
Act to deal with th<‘ situation. But 
what is intriguing Is that when the 
Governor issuesi this notiticution the 
Director of Health, Dr M. Venkatrao, 
was trying to convince the Pr&ss that 
the epidemic was very much under 
control. All but a dozen villages 
were pronounced free from epidemic. 

KALYANI SHANKER. Hydetabad 


Violence on la wyers 

Police did not even spare judges 


ERE was not a hint of impend¬ 
ing death in the muiky temple 
pond. But tiagedv was to bid,ill a 
number of thos(» who bathed in the 
wa.ers of tne thousan'i \ear-old 
Shaivajte temple at Vpiiiui.iv ,Kla. 200 
kilometres away from the citv of 
Hyderabad Rainanavami wtiicli was 
celebrated on March 24, witnessed 
hundreds of joyous pilgiiiii.s dicing, 
alb( il unwittingly, with death 
At the time of going to press, the 
official death toll tiad reached 100 
with 400 oth.Ts lighting tor their 
lives. In a chain of fatal events, the 
(oniamiiialed waters of the Oundam 
(pi nd) had infected several batJiers 
who contracted gastroenteritis an<l 
carried the epidemic to their villages. 
The State Medical Directorate con¬ 
firmed that they had located 497 
cases in Karimnagar distiict alone. 
The district admini.sliation and the 
medical diiectorate woke up after a 
week with an uneasy conscience and 
only after hearing that a large 
number of pilgrims had died. Medical 
te; ms were belatedly sent in to the 
villages lor inoculation and other 
iiied.sure.s to check the epidemic. Then 
wi-dom dawiud on the authesrities to 
order the closuie of the temple for 
an indefinite period and to drain off 
the stinking stagnant water from the 
p.md The tragidy, however, could 
h..ve been avt'ited if the temple 
authoiities had paid attention to the 
saiiitery conditions 

'Ihe deaths could have been in 
thoii'- iiids this year Usually, lakhs 
of piif'.i mis visit the temple on the 
ocra.sion of Maha .Shivaratri. This 
year, however, thanks to the scare 
generated by the libruary solar 
eclip-io there were only a few hundred 
devotce.s. The only important occa.sion 
after the eclipse was Rainanavami, 
ordinarily dearer to the Vaishnavaite 
votaries Nobody on the temple pic- 
mises could explain to me how the 
Sliaivaite temple came to be associat 
ed with the Ramanavaini festival. To 
hundreds of pilgrims Shiva or Kama 
is the same and they do not want to 
draw a line distinction. After all as 
someone said: ' Dcinudu is demudu” 

(Go<l is god). The temple known 
historically as the Rajarajeswari 
temple is one of most famous Siva 
temples in the .south. Indeed, next 
to Tirupathi. the Vcmulavada temple 
attracts the largest number of pil¬ 
grims throughout the year Pilgrims 
visit the temple not only from the 
Teleiigaua region but also from 
neighbouring Maharashtra. Yet the 
town, whose population sub-sists on 
the earnings from pilgp'fis. does not 
possess basic amenities. There is hard¬ 
ly any drinking water. The panchayat 


M arch 20 . 1980. in the Gwalior 
High Court premises lawyers 
and their clients are talking to each 
other. There are a few undertrial 
prisoners in the Court lockup. Ghan 
Prakash Garga, un advocate, passes 
close to the lockup He is called by 
one of the undertrials. Prisoners 
talking with their lawyers while in 
lockup is an acxx'pted practice and 
Garga naturally starts talking to his 
client. The head constable guarding 
the lockup objects. He has a rea¬ 
son. The Gwalior High Court lock¬ 
up has huge door-like openings on 
two sides with iron bars. Many 
undertnals have escaped in the past. 
Hence the objection from the police 
constable. However, Garga does not 
listeji. Soon, a heated exchange en¬ 
sues. By this time, the police con¬ 
stable has been joined by one of his 
colleagues. According to eyewitness 
reports, one of the policemen hurls 
a shoe at Garga. but misses him. 
The shoe, however, finds a target— 


another advocate. Shivkumar Singh 
Kushvaha. By standees who had 
seen the incident, want to beat up 
the police, seeing the indignity 
suffered by the advocates. 

Some advocates in their effort to 
re.^ore sanity take the two head 
constables. Man Singh and Dharam- 
pal Singh, who were guarding the 
lockup, to the bar room, upstairs. 
The advocates phone the Collector 
and the Superintendent of Police to 
inform them that they had, brought 
the policemen to the bar Votim to 
save .them from the public's vyrath. 
The Madhya Pradesh Non-Gagetted 
Police Employees’ Union (MPNPEU) 
quickly comes to the rescue of their 
colleagues. They say that the two 
c.oiistables ore being beaten up- The 
station house officer of Indra Gunj- 
police station, Sujan Singh, bearing 
of the incident rushes to the spot. 
A few people, however, prevent him 
from going to tbe bar room. Two 
other SPs, KJshan Singh and Saini 






Singh, also reach Ihe Court premises. 
They are stopped by some people. 

Later, however, they prevail upon 
the people and are allowed to go 
inside and talk the matter over. 
After some time the Collector. S. 
Laxmi Narayan and the SP, Mahesh 
Dutta Sharma, arrive on the scene 
and succeed in pacifying the lawyers 
and the police. 

Meanwhile, the ludra Gunj police 
station control room receives a 
phone call which says that a riot has 
occurred in the High Court premises 
and that policemen have been con¬ 
fined. Immediately, a police force 
rushes in to rescue the detained 
policemen. They go in with lathis 
and slogans against lawyers on their 
lips. The victims of their wrath 
are all those wearing black coats. To 
.save themselves, some lawyers actu¬ 
ally throw away their Mack coats. 
However, two High Court judges, 
Justirejj A. R. Newarkar and Har- 
govind Mishra, are assumed to be 
lawyers and beaten up by the police¬ 
men. Justice Newarkar, complaining 
about a sub-inspector, said he had 
kept hiis hand on his revolver which 
had provoked the justice to shout: 
"Do you want to shoot a High Court 
judge?” 

The lathi-charge created an atmos¬ 
phere of insecurity. The Gwalior 
Bar Association and the MPNPEU 
have made wild allegations against 
each other. Justice Yogeshwar 
Daval of the Delhi High Couil is 
probing the incident to ascertain the 
fads. It is, however, certain that a 
lathi-charge injuring 25 was made: 
probably the first instance of a lathi- 
charge on advocates within the pre¬ 
cincts of a court in the history of 
independent India. 

The MPNPEU has its own stoiT to 
tell. They maintain that when the 
advocates started talking to the pri¬ 


soners me constables objected, 'ihey 
feel that lawyers should seek the per¬ 
mission of the Court or the superior 
police officer before speaking to the 
undertriais. In the exchange that 
followed, the advocates were man¬ 
handled. Later, the policemen were 
taken to the first floor of the court 
building, beaten up and kept confin¬ 
ed in a bathroom. The policemen’s 
union has further stated that SHO 
Sujan Singh, went to the first floor 
to tackle the situation peacefully but 
was pushed out and an attempt was 
even made by the lawyers to snatch 
away his revolver One of hi> 
epaulettes was tom in the melee, but 
the sub-inspector succeeded in sav¬ 
ing his revolver. 

Subsequently the transfer of two 
DSPs was oideied. It has turthei- 
irked the MI^NI’EU. Sureiidra Singh, 
Parihar. president of the union, ha:, 
demanded the transfer of Justice.s 
Newarkar and Hargovind Mishra 
At a Press conference in Gwalior, 
he said that a.s police per.soniiel 
were being traasferri>d to ensure a 
fair probe, the two ludges who 
were also a party to the inudent 
should also be transferred. 

T he State Government through Mr 
R. N. Nagoo. retire<l Jnspector- 
Cieneral of Police, Madhya Pradesh 
and presently one of tlie two advi 
sens to the Governor (the State is 
now under President's Rule), wan¬ 
ted to dispose of the matter bv 
ordering a probe by the Chairman 
of the Madhya Pradesh Revenue 
Board. Many in the administration 
feel that enquiries by Revenue Board 
personnel are always eyewash, 
in 1975, when the police committed 
atrocities on college students in Rai¬ 
pur, the then Chairman of the Reve¬ 
nue Bodixl. B. K. Dube, now Chief 
Secietary, was deputed to conduct 


the probe. The report of the probe 
is yet to be received. It was only 
when the Gwalior incident was rai¬ 
sed in the Luk Sabha that the State 
Government ordered a judicial pro¬ 
be under pressure from the (iovem- 
ment of India. The chairman of the 
MP Revenue Board had already star¬ 
ted his enquiry but he had to aban¬ 
don it due 4o the announcement of 
the Home Minister that a judicial 
probe had been oidcred. 

Since the incident, advocates all 
over India arc agitated. In Madhya 
Pradesh, advocates from the capital 
to the smallest town protested by 
hoveotting cHiurt proceedings for one 
to two days. In Gwaliui, tlie High 
Gourt Bar Association has announ¬ 
ced an indefinite bo\<otl of the 
court Sarhiadra Diwecli, president 
ul the Gwalior Bar Associauon, has 
refused to withdraw the boyexett 
in spite of the judicial probe*. Advo¬ 
cates are demanding the suspension 
of the. SP. Gwalior, and other police 
officiaLs <cs well ics the transfer of 
the Collector, Gwalior, 'nie SP was 
a party to the lathi charge, they 
say. The Districi authorities failed 
to take prompt adiun against the 
sub-insi>c ctor who went to the High 
C.ouit with a loaded levolver and 
the coastables who beat up the 
lawyers They waited till a complaint 
was made bv the High Gourt l^cii. 

The MPNPEU is not prepared to 
take all lying down. It has deman¬ 
ded criminal prosecution of three 
lawyers who, acxxirding to them, 
assaulted the two head constables 
who were guarding the under-trial 
pri.saners; cancellaticiii of suspension 
and release ol the station house 
olficcr, Indra Gunj polkx* station. It 
has also demanded cancellation of 
licences of thi ee pi actising lawyers 
who had beaten up the police con¬ 
stables. The police in fact, disoonti- 


K F. Ruistomji, Member Police Commission, with Ihe DIG Raipur and office bearers of the MP Non-gazetted 
Police Emplayees’ Union 












nued the practice of escortinK under- 
trial prisoners to the court in sup- 
rt of their demands. , The offlce- 
arers of the union have threaten¬ 
ed the Government with a statewide 
'agitstion by their members if their 
demands were not met. The district 
|bodies have also demanded that 
prbf should be imposed on lawyers 
In areas of work which may brina 
them into conflict with the police. 

Though no official oonfirm^ion is 
iBvailable, the Judges have also ex¬ 
pressed their unhappiness. Some of 
the senior judges told 'SUNDAY: 
''Why should a police personnel be¬ 
have In such a manner with a High 
Court judge? They had their clash 
with the lawyers but their lordships 
only wanted to pacify both, the 
sides’’. Union Housing Minister P. 


C. Sethi, who has been deputed bv 
the Prime Minister to tackle the 
roblems of Madhya Pradesh tried 
is best to remove the bitterness. 
His first announcement was that the 
injured personnel among the advo¬ 
cates and policemen should be given 
treatment in Bombay et Government 
expenses. He called ’ oh the High 
Court judges, lawyers, policemen 
and met the injured persons. Before 
leaving he instructed the advisers to 
the Governor to remain at Gwalior 
and try to pacify the parties con¬ 
cerned. He specifically instructed hj$ 
own Partymen Congress (I), to see 
that po political colour was given 
to the Gwaliox incident. 


M V.KHER. Gwahar 


Poor porn 


Kerala Government gets tough 


K erala’s Marxist Chief Minister. 

E. K. Nayanar. who is also 
Minister for Information of the 
State has taken the first step to dis¬ 
courage “bad films”. He has sus¬ 
pended the state scheme for the 
payment of a subsidy of 50,000 
to every film shot in Kerala. "Indis¬ 
criminate payment of an amount to 


anything tba't is produced is not 
considered desirable by the Govern¬ 
ment ”, the Cnief Minister said. Mr 
Nayanar does not want to give equal 
pavment to good and bad films. He 
believes that “undesirable pictures” 
should not be eligible for state aid 
and encouragement. 

The Nayanar Government is pre¬ 



pared to face criticism from any. 
quarter on this score. The new cnte> 
rion for the distribution of subsidy 
will be finalised after what the StsM 
terms "open discussion”. Tb« qua¬ 
lity of the films and their uigibi’ 
lity for subsidy would be bro^t 
out through discussions. The Govern¬ 
ment's decision to eliminate the 
“bad films” has been widely appre¬ 
ciated by the people. In chooslM 
the filnu for state awards for 1878, 
the committee appointed by the Ke¬ 
rala Government had orltJclsed the 
producers for giving promiuesoe to 
sex, violence and drinking scenes in 
the films. The seven-member com¬ 
mittee headed by Mr Tbakazi Sivar 
Sankara Pillai, an author of inter¬ 
national repute, bad reviewed 42 
films and found that sofne of them 
justified the accusation that films 
were used for “sexploitation”, with 
adol(>.scent boys and girb taking 
roles in such films. The oommitteo 
felt that this tendency should be 
stopped. It went against the tradi¬ 
tions of Malayalam dnema and the 
culture of Kerala. The members 
also wondered how such scenes es¬ 
caped the eyes and scissors of the 
Censor Board. Equally despicable 
according to the committee, were 
the scenes of violence in the films. 
“The impact of such scenes on young 
minds had to be considered in ail 
seriousness’’, obsedved a member of 
the coihmittec. In one film, in adfii' 
tion to scenes of repeated rapes, 
there were eight murders and three 
suicides. Lust was found to be the 
theme of most ol the films; there 
were only a few which did not con- 
(cnti'Hte on bedroom scenes. Many 
Malayalam films are becoming popu¬ 
lar In non-Malayalam-speaking areas 
and even In the Hindi belt because 
of the sex they contain. Said a Delhi 
•tourist who was on a visit to Ti*!- 
vandrum, recently; "We could not 
understand Malayalam, but we un¬ 
derstood the language of sex”. 

The subsidy scheme was introdu¬ 
ced by Mr K. Karunakaran when be 
was Home and Information Minister 
in the Achyuta Mcnon Ministry, 
with a view to helping genuine but 
struggling producers who need finan- 
dal aid. The original amount was 
Rs 25,000 and the first dozen produ¬ 
cers who received the subsidy deser¬ 
ved the encouragement. But very 
soon, film magnates and other vested 
interests began to influence the 
Government and by the time Mr S. 
Varadarajan Nair became Informa¬ 
tion and Finance Minister, the sub¬ 
sidy was raised to Rs 50,000. Fur¬ 
ther, the subsidy began to be given 
without discrimination. It is belie¬ 
ved that the Director of Public Rela¬ 
tions was transferred because he was 
firm that only films of good quality 
should be chosen for the subsidy. 
Out of the 64 films chosen for sub¬ 
sidy 40 are stated to be of Iwid qua¬ 
lity and of Ibw standards. ’Those 
who are now capitalising on the 
Malayalam sex-filnu boom, better 
beware tbelr days may be numbered. 


G.S. KARTHA. Trivandrum 



Learning from Watergate 


-ROFESSOR Archibald 

Cox occupies a special 
niche in America’s 

legal and political his- 

__ tory. He was the US 

Solicitor-General during 1961-65 
and is currently professor of law 
at the prestigious Harvard Law 
School. But his name became in¬ 
extricably linked with the fight for 
civil liberties in democracies when 
he was appointed Watergate 

special prosecutor. ‘The day of 
the long knives’ in Washington 
when he and others were sacked 
by Nixon is history. Our experience 
ot the Emergency and the fears 
some of us now have about Hie 
future of civil liberties in the 

country make this great libertarian 
eminently qualified to comment on 
the state of affairs in the two 
countries. 

What exactly did he think was 
the role which the judiciary, the 
bar and public opinion could plav 
in the protection of civil liberties? 

1 asked him recently in Bombay 
"1 think all three, the bar. judi¬ 
ciary and public opinion, are very 
important. I’h® bar has historical¬ 
ly been defenders of civil lib<?rtie.s 
It i.s important that they continue 
in the same tradition as the bar 
of High Court of Bombav duiing 
the early part of tine F.meigenry. 
The judiciary, of course, must 
independent to serve this function 
It is as we say in the United States, 
the ultimate protector of civil 
liberties. The written guarantees 
in our Constitution are enforced 
by the judiciary which protects 
the fre^oin of speech, religion 
and other rights. 'I'hat protection 
bias been cxuistantly expanded in 
rec'ent years, and also strengthen¬ 
ed. Public opinion, I think, is im¬ 
portant in two ways. First, if 
public opinion understands the 
importance of the freedoms of 
speech. Press and political associa¬ 
tion, then there is less danger that 
the executive branch will attempt 
to suppress civil liberties because 
public opinion can operate as a 
check. Then, the second way in 
which public opinion is desperate¬ 
ly important is to support the 
judgments of the judiaary. A 
court, as you know, no power' 
to enforce its decrees against the 
executives, no physical powers, no 
powers of the pursfe to cut off 
money. Ultimately, K is public 
opinion supporting a judicial 
decree which makes the written 
pmstitution and the judiciary pro¬ 
tectors of civil liberties. 

“This was very important in the 
c^ of the Watergate matter. You 
wll remember that President 
Nixon, when he was ordered to 
turn ovOr the tapes, said that he 
would not comply with t^ 
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Liberties 



By A. G. NOORANI 


court order. There was no wav 
in which the court could 
make him do that. It was 
a matter of great worry to me 
that he might surcessfiilly defy 
the court because if he did then 
the weakness of the judiciary 
would be exposed and who could 
toll how often judicial decrees 
would be violated in fhe future. 
But the American people under¬ 
stood that a free .society and their 
libc'rties rest on the rule of law 
oiiforcx'd bv the court and within 
72 hours the outCTy of public 
opinion forcecl President Nixon to 
romplv with the court’.s order and 
I think that the rule of law was 
greatly strengthened by that ex¬ 
perience” _ 

So the lesson is that for effec¬ 
tive judicial cfieck you need also 
strong public opinion which would 
sustain the judiaal check; ^at 
exclusive reliance on the judiciar.y 
is counter-pixiduclive? “Well, tne 
public must understand wuat the 
judiciary is doing. Tnc public 
must understand tnat the judiciary 
is protecting it. Af'er all, if you 
don t have freedom ot speech and 
Pi e*s then there is no way of ex¬ 
posing corruption or abuses 
ot power by the Govemnient, 
no way of knowing how 
officials of the Govermnent 
may, perhaps really be injuring 
the interest of the people. All 
this depends on debate and dis¬ 
cussions. And it is very important 
that tne public be educated to 
realise that. Judicial judgments 
can play a great part in educating 
the public to understand the ini- 
portance of civil liberties. So. it 
IS a sort of symbolic relation 
between the two.’’ 

The judiciary itself should then 
be scrupulously independent and 
impartial. "Absolutely. One of 


the reasons for which the Supreme 
Court of the Umted States stands 
so high in the feelings of the 
American people is that the justices 
aiways nave been—nearly alwa.vs 
have been—scrupulously indepen¬ 
dent and have not been influenced 
bv political loyalties and Tarty 
considerations and things of that 
kind. ” Weren't appointees to the 
US Supreme Court bench political, 
though there is thd check of con- 
lirniation by the Seuace? How 
effective has this check been? “It 
has prevented a number of app¬ 
ointments that would have teen 
very bad. The important tning is 
even though an appointment may 
te made sometimes with political 
consideratioDs in mind, once the 
man goes on the bench he is tn- 
depenaent. Because on the bench 
he puts oft all political loyalties, 
all political concerns...And 1 think 
this transformation is chiefi.y due 
to the tradition. 

But it also means that onoe US 
judges reach the Supreme Court 
bench they do not aspire for any 
other job in the Government. “Oh, 
no, that is suiely true. Indeed, 
very few ot our justice ever leave 
the Supi'enic Court bdhch except 
when they become old and ill and 
are unable to carry on.” So he 
disapproved of appointing retired 
Supreme Court judges to any ex¬ 
ecutive post? ‘'That would be 
against our tradition. Personally I 
would disapprove of it vei-y 
strongly." 

Have there teen any cases 
where judges have gone out of 
their way, either by letter or 
public .speech, to please the Pre¬ 
sident of the day? “I know ot 
none. I know of ntme. And cer¬ 
tainly a public letter would be very 
much disapproved.’’ Or any politi¬ 
cal speech or speeches which 
smack of politics? “Our justices 
scrupulously avoid public comment 
on polHical issues.’’ 

There is also some controversy 
about the role of the judge on the 
bench. Should he te a ’legalist’ 
or an ’activist’? “Now that Is a 
very difficult question. 1 think a 
judge on the tench faces a dilem¬ 
ma. He is charged with deciding 
according to the law and not acc¬ 
ording to bis personal opinions. So 
on that side it is bis duty to te a 
legalist. On the other band, the 
law must change and grow to meet 
the needs of the society and 
society’s, needs change and deve¬ 
lop. So that the judge, even while 
he is bound by law, must also take 
social needs into account and the 
great judge somehow manages to 
ayoid both horns of the dilemma. 
He is an activist in part, but he 
trie.s to maintain and continue the 
traditiim.’’ 
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Would you rather drink 
your dinner than think 
about your toothpaste— 



Have you ever wondered whether your 
toothpaste is giving your teeth the 
protection they need ? Maybe it isn’t. 
That’s why you should look at 
Macleans. Because Macleans actually 
gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
which is necessary for their health. 

Macleans fights destractive 
acids harder 

Leftover food particles in youi mouth produce 
acids that destroy tooth enamel. Is your 
toothpaste alkaline enough to neutralise these 
acid attacks ? Macleans is. Because Macleans 
is specially formulated with an alkaline base. 
Laboratory tests demonstrate that the acid- 
neutralising action of Macleans protects teeth 
better and longer. 

Macleans fortifies tooth enamel 
simultaneously 

Clinical tests prove that Macleans helps 
protect teeth from caries. The Fluoride in 
Macleans combines with tooth enamel to 
strengthen it and increase its resistance to 
decay. 

Only Macleans with its two-way action fights 
acids while it fortifies tooth enamel 

Get Macleans today 
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Populism wasn't 
everything 


By VIVEK SENGUPTA 

PAKISTAN’S tragedy has of course been the failure 
a first of centralised Party politics and thereafter of 
Parliamentary democracy and the ready and freauent in¬ 
troduction of martial law. A comparable tragedy has 
been that of Zultikar Ali Bhutto. He was the only Pakis¬ 
tani leader who enjoyed mass adulation of the sort the 
Father of the Nation, Quaid-I-Azam Jinnah received. After 
the trauma of 1971 he pulled the shattered and dismem¬ 
bered nation out of the woods and vyas in the process of 
giving it a stable democratic polity when he ruined it all 
by rigging an election which his PPP (Pakistan People’s 
Party) was bound, anyway, to win. The generals who 
disregarded world opinion and banged him manifestly did 
so to safeguard their own regime. But, unwittingly, they 
turned him into a martyr and the spirit of the dead 
Bhutto will haunt Pakistan’s destiny for decades to come. 

Salmaan Taseer is a chartered accountant who is also 
a journalist. He met Bhutto as a student in London in 
1966 just after he had quit Ayub's Cabinet: “His youth- 
fulness, his rhetorical powers, his fashionable 
Left-wing views and his fervent Pakistani nationalism all 
served to captivate me.’’ Charmed, he joined th© PPP and 
became a Party functionary. And now he has prtxluced 
a brilliant fact-packcd political biography of his hero, 
always careful not to gloss over the many failings of this 
multi-faceted statesman. 

Like many other Third World leaders. Bhutto came 
from an affluent background. He wa$ a Sindhi wadera 
(feudal landlord) and imbibed the ways of Sindhi feudal 
politics—“inter-family squabbles, land disputes and in¬ 
trigues... a proclivity lo-r apparently senseless vendettas 

f rand gestures, an exaggerated insistence on the debt of 
riendsnip, and an atavistic recalling ot past feuds and 
links. His father Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto was a stalwart 
of Sind politics. His signal contribution to the creation 
of Pakistan was his successful fight for the separation ot 
the Muslim-majority Sind from the erstwhile Bombay 
presidency. 

Shaluiawaz raised Zulfikar (called after Caliph Hazrat 
All's sword) as his political heir and gav© him the best 
of education—Cathedral School, Bombay, Berkeley and 
Oxford. In his student days Bhutto shone as a politically 
aware debater and, in his views, was firmly nationalistic 
and Islam-oriented. 

After six years abroad, Bhutto returned home in 
1953, determine to make a career in politics. These were 
the years of greatest polKical flux in Pakistan. Between 
April 1953 and the martial law of October 1958 it had as 
many as five Prime Ministers. During these early years, 
while practising as a lawyer, Bhutto concentrated on 
developing political contacts. He came particularly close 
to H. S. Suhrawardy and Iskander Mirza. It was under 
Iskander’s patronage that in 1957 he made his debut in 
the United Nations (at the General Assembly), la later 
years, Bhutto was to make repeated appearances at the 
UN, delivering some of the inhst soppily theatrical add¬ 
resses that were ever made there. Tliey were revolting 
but the masses back home loved him for them. 

With Tashkent Bhutto metamorptosed into a 
populist politician. In June 1966 Ayub sent off his new 
adversary on long leave. He discovered himself the nii^ 
he took the Khyber Mail from Bawalplndi for Larkani. 
At every small station throughout the summer night 
huge crowds gathered to greet and gvland .him. Bhutto 
BOW knew where *tiis power base lay. In subsequent 
years, he was to make full use of the masses in the 
claaaic fashion of Mark Antony. 







A CONCOMITANT of his populism wfta bis adoption of a 
Leftist stance. He oombined his brand of socialism with 
a paradoxical relish for the intri<tues of the feudal politics 
of^kistan. Unwilling to share the platform with others, he 
started his own Party (PPP). His unanimous election as 
CSiairman was the only election ever held in that Party. 
Writes Tasecr: “His) domination of the. Party exceed 
even that of Jinnab over the Muslim Lea«rue...afld vet 
because of its domination by Bhutto, it remained his crea¬ 
ture and its very existence depended on him personally.’’ 

The anti-Ayub movement spearheaded by Bhutto led, 
to the martial law regime of Yahya Khan. In the 1970 
elections—^the first direct polls at the national level—the 
PPP bagged West Pakistan while Mujib's Aw'ami League 
won in the East to the extent that it could form a gov¬ 
ernment on its own. But Bhutto would not let that be. 
Taseer does a fairly competent job of diluting Bhutto's 
guilt for the subsequent dismemberment of Pakistan. 
However, he does own that being the cleverest—political b 
or otherwise—of the three protagonists Bhutto ought to 
•have known the consequences of his stand. “Yet Bhutto's 
role in the breakup of Pakistan stopped short of active 
connivance with the army...Mujibur Rahman never accus¬ 
ed Bhutto (of that;.” But, significantly. Bhutto withheld 
the report of the Hameedur Rahman Commission, which 
he had himself appointed to probe Pakistan’s dismember¬ 
ment. 

The birth of Bangladesh saw Bhutto taking over as 
President of the truncated Pakistan. He set the broken 
nation on its feet, galvanised the masses, was responsible 
for initiating work on the Pakistani Bomb, gave the 
country a constitution and ordered elections which lu; 
won. At the Mme time, he began by retaining martial 
law. He set up horrendous "security’’ end Intelligence 
organisations manned by thugs who snowed up for. whst 
they were by turning approvers during Bhuttos trial, He 
Indulged in personal vendettas, persecution sod bounding 
of foes political or otherwise. 

In lorsign policy, he abandoned confrontation with 
India and was now all for conciliation. Tasoor regards 
Uie Simla Accord as Bhutto’s personal triumph. But, if 
Bhutto returned from Simla with Pakistan's territory and 
ielf>r«ipect intact, credit muit also go to Mrs Gandhi 
that she did not allow Simla to turn Into another Ver* 
sallies, for well It might have—she was at the height of 
her power then. 

Bhutto, for all his likenesses with Mrs GandhJ—both 
being populist, strongly nationalistic authoritarian leaders 
—had not much more regard for her than Yahya ("'Iltat 
woman"): “With all her saris, the red spot on her fore* 
head, her little smile, .she'll never succe^ in impressing 
me...a diligent drudge of a schoolgirl, a woman devoid of? 
initiative and imagination...! can’t believe she succeeded 
in getting that degree in history at Oxford. 1 completed 
a three-year course at Oxford m two years and in three 
years she was not capable of Anishing the course.” In 
public meetings the showman Bhutto regaled his audlenoes 
with ribald lampoons of Mrs G and on one occasion 
after Ayub sent him on long leave indulged in double 
entendre saying: "I am not supposed to be in good 
health but I can auure .you, no matter how poor mv 
health, k ia good enough for Indira Gandhi." 

There can be no two waya about the fact that the 
PPP rigged the 1977 elections. Bhutto admitted as much 
but in nandliag the opposition agitation Bhutto di8pla.ved 
none of the political astuteness for which he was well 
known, ft was ironical that he was overthrown by 
General Zia whom he had appointed Chief of Staff over 
the heoda of several officers and whose family was sent 
to America gt state expense by Bbutto to enable the 
treatment of his mentally retarded child. 

Was Bhutto guilty of the murder of the father of 
Ahmed Raza Khan Kasuri, a renegade PPP member and 
the Raj Naraln of Pakistan? At worst, he might have 
been an obetUM- through he was describwl the "principal 




biggest blunders." Mrs Gandhi bad that wisdom: he 1^ 
not. He paid for it wift bis life. 

Being a VIkds pubUcatkm, tbe book does not dis- 
•ppolnt, altboui^ proofing errors abound.. 

flbunb, by Salman Tsaaer, Vlkae, Rs 60 
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Lying down on the job 


Well, one thinf* is for sure i 
The two in the pitiuic don't 
Ket easily rattled by people 
around them. The youn/t 
couple on the Fort Lauder¬ 
dale beach (or .should we 
say on a Uiwel on the beach) 
are two (ollege students who 
are making the most of their 
annual spring break. And. 
by iippearances, enioying it 
too. Thi.s south Florida town 
is a popular rende/vou.s point 
for .students, an e.stimate;! 
230,000 of whom make the 
trip every year in groups or 
singly And .sometimes, may 
wo .idd. In pairs. 



Slim chance 

Dr Galina Shatalova, a 
Moscow woman doctor, was 
famous. She no longer is. 
The doctor is believed to be 
the creator of a diet wbitA 
not only cures the sick but 
manages to “turn martyrs 
into happy, smiling people”. 
Her diet created such a stir 
that a special meoical coun¬ 
cil was set up to study it. 
That was last yegr when 
cases of diabetes, asthma 
and allergy diseases were 
surprisingly cured wnen 
those afflicted started taking 
Dr Shdtaiova's diet. Then 
someone somewhere sat up. 
And the Presidium of tne 
Scientihe Mcuical Council 
of the US.SR Muiistry of lab¬ 
ile Health began conducting 
Studies on the wonder drug. 
The Presidium, coinprLsing of 
diet specialists and 'iood 
therapists" published their 
findings in the Russian ma¬ 
gazine, Health. Dr Sbata- 
leva’s wonder diet bubble 
Was burst and the experts 
claimed there was “nothing 
new” about it. They also cri- 
tiased the woman doctor's 
proposal of reducing the 
daily calorie intake to 1.000 
along with 20 grams of pro¬ 
teins. According to them, it 
was unacceptable and with¬ 
out any scientific basis. As 
such she had said that she 
was against human beings 
consuming meat more than 
twice a week. This was so 
because humans were des¬ 
cended from vegetarians and 
naturally were better equip¬ 
ped to live on vegetables. 
The doctor maintains thbt 
vegetables should, therefore, 
either be eaten raw or light¬ 
ly boiled. But the best c-ure.>i 
for diseases are drndelion 


Bordering on 
the impossible 


Escaping from Hungary 
may not be much of a pro- 
b.em if you know longrdis- 
tance lorry driver, Brian 
Clark, from Langford, Nottin¬ 
ghamshire in Britain. He 
helped a Hungarian family 
to come out of Hungary 
last yeai'. Hungarian Ljos 
“Frank” Schuszter, a welder 
and his two daughters. 
Gabriella and lldiko were 
smuggled out in tool boxes 
attached to the bottom of 
the lorry. Mr Clark however. 


claimed that he had not 
broken Hungarian law since 
the 'family was not in his 
vehicle when it was crossing 
the border. 

Mr Clark’s duty has once 
again called him to Hungary 
to collect a cargo of textiles. 
And he went in spite of all 
the pleas made by Hungari¬ 
ans not to go back to their 
country. They fear that he 
will be arrested for aiding'^, 
and abetting people to es¬ 
cape. 


Cries, not for 
the Prize 

WHio are the Mothers of 
Plaza de Mayo? Often 
known as the Mad Mothers 
and Mad Women, this Ar¬ 
gentinian gipup has been 
proposed for the 1980 Nobel 
Peace Prize. Xbeir cause is 
justifiable. All they want is 
some information about titfiir 
next of kin—brothers, fath¬ 
ers, sonSi daughters or hus¬ 
bands. who have been made 
to “disappear” as a coose 
quence of the oppressive 
regime of General Jorge 
Videla (below). General Vi 
dela came to power follow¬ 
ing a military coup in Mard) 
1976. However, the Mothers 
will not get the award since 
the political issues involve4 



Pope on a rope 



Terminal Fury. Thaf*» 
what actor Steve Mc(Jucen 
suffered tiom when he read 
a story in the Natumal 
Enquirer, America’s highest- 
selling tabloid which said 
that he was .suffering truni 
terminal lung cancer. The 
40-year-ol<i star was almost 


_ apoplectic with wrath. “It’s 

leaves. Long live leaf power 11 ridiculous, a cruel lie’ the 


star ranted. And he means 
business too. The paper, 
which is bought by nearly 
five million Aiiioncans, is 
going to be in deep waters 
soon, as McOuecn plans to 
file a multi-uiillion dollar 
lawsuit. 

But the owner-publisher, 
Generoso Pope, doesn’t seem 
to be too worried yet, even 
though other showbiz cases 
amount to a grand total ol 
more than $30 million 
Among others who have been 
outraged is actress Carol 
Buruett who wants C4.S 
million damages because the 
Enquirer claimed she had a 
drunken set-to in a Washing¬ 
ton restaurant with Henry 
Kissinger, then dumped a 
glass of wine over a guest. 
Tlien there is veteran actor 
Rory Calhoun who has filed 
a suit fur an identical sum 
over a story saving he too 
had cancer. ‘A lie.” he ex¬ 
plained. "that c«.st me four 
TV roles because producers 
didn't want me dying on 
their sets.” 


are only relevant to many 
of the Latin American coun¬ 
tries. The proposal for the 
prize came during a confe¬ 
rence of Latin American In-' 
tellectuals in Exile some 
months ago. 

The Mothers’ group is a 
leaderless one and their 
actions come through “gut 
reactiou”. They are cam¬ 
paigning for the 15,000 peo¬ 
ple (according lo AnmesW 
International) who have 
“disappeared” in the repre- 
,.ss!ve military regime. 
Till January 1978. every 
Thursday afternoon, the 
women gathered and march- 
ed slowly round the main 
square of Buenos Aires in 
front of the Government 
Hou.se to draw attention to 
their plight. They succeed¬ 
ed since they . were ordered 
not to gather in the square 
again after January. But 
their spirits cannot be re¬ 
pressed, they meet in chur¬ 
ches. The dictatorial re¬ 
gime has not stopped perse¬ 
cution. This time, however, 
their target is a different 
organisation—-the Relatives 
of Persons Detained or Dig; 
appeared for Political IUsg> 




Horsing around 


Grave doubts 


At last Mrs Ibatcher bss 
found suppoi^ fPt' OLvm- 
Ic boycott move. And it if 


British Equestrian Federa* 
tion, the only one of the four 
members ci the British 
Olympic Association to sup¬ 
port the boycott This means 
Ithat Captain Mark PhllUpi 
and Princess Anne, both 
members of the equestrian 
team, will not take put in 
the Moscovr games. The 
decision of the Federatioo 
presents a dlfflculto for 
hince PhlBp, a president ot 
the International Equestrian 
Federation. He is supposed 
to attend the Games in his 
official capacity but now with 
tt numbw of equestrian 
teams from many countries 
not taking part he is seri¬ 
ously considering if it would' 
at all be worthwhile to make 
his presence felt in Moscow. 


Gross 

purposes 

Grudflxion, it seenu.is the 
"in” tiling in tne Philimiines. 
In fact, over Easter tnree per¬ 
son^, among them one wo¬ 
man, were cnidtled, lor the 
latter, 21-yev-old Ludana 
Reyes it was the fourth 
time. Ludana believed she 
had seen and spoken to her 
creator. Acconiingly. she 
wanted to undergo the same 
suffering as Jesus Christ: 
hence the crudhxlon. So on 
April 4, in front of nume¬ 
rous sealots, they crudhed 
her outside a church at 
Paombong. Those who wit¬ 
nessed toe crudhxlon could 
not restrain t&emieivee and 
youna and old alike rush¬ 
ed forwud to wet their 
hsndkerduefa in the blood 
which poured from the 
wounds on her pilms. But 
ahe did not see either her 
blood or the people, aince 
the fainted when tne first 
Mil was driven through one 
Of her palmi. She wu, how-i 
ever, released from bar | 
egMy aftar only 10 ssoonds. 

Although Ludana was oru- 
ciiM sioiu she had company 
Miy IS muae eway. Two men 
were crudhed, aUo for the 
xouithtimeinsucceasion. But 
uelr reasons were totelly 
different. For 31-yeer«ld 
■tract hawker, Mario Bagtas, 
vudhxton was one way of 
thanking God for curing bis 


™eB. unemployed Alfredo 
s. 28, had Umaelf cru- 
hoping to have hb bro- 
hemTjf )»t^mle. 



In a graveyard beside the 
River . Irwell in Salford, 
England, there is a plain 
tombstone. The crqss. which 
leans a little to one side, 
has an inscription that savs 
“In memory of Prince Peter 
Lobengula”.According to the 
inscription, he died on Nov¬ 
ember 14, 1913, aged 38. Just 
who was this person with 
such a strange surname? 
According to Evelyn Vigeon, 
senior keeper in the Peel 
Park Museum at Salford, 
"He insisted with his dying 
breath that he was a king’s 
SOD. But offldaldom would 
not have it”. 

He could have been a 
prince, for a King Lobengula 
of the Matabele was over¬ 
thrown in 1893 bv Cedi 
Rhodes and the survivors of 
his family were dispersed. 


Peter Lobengula. it is known, 
came to Britain in 1899 with 
an exhibition called “Savage 
South Africa” which perfM- 
mea at Earl's Court, London 
and he played the part of the 
deposed king's son. After 
the show flopped, Peter ran 
off with a red-haired actress 
called KRty, an Irish girl, 
although it is not known how 
he came to settle in Salford. 
More puuling is how Peter, 
if he was Indeed a prit^ 
died tuberculosis after 
working down a coalmipe. 

But that Is not all. Arthur 
Chadzlngwa, in London for 
ZAPU, the Zimbabwean poli¬ 
tical Party that is most 
dependent on Matabele sup* 
port says, "If this truly was 
a son of Lobengula. his re¬ 
mains shall be taken back 
to his birthplace”. i 


Arch 

enemy 

Since July 22. 1976, French 
Archbishop Monsifmor Mar¬ 
cel Lefebvre, has defled the 
authority of the Pope. He 
was suspended from his 
priestly duties by Pope Paul 
Vl on that day almost four 
years ago. Undeterred, on 
April 7, 1960, the 74-.vear.old 
rebel prieat created history 
by defying the Pope for the 
flrst time In his priestly 
capacity. On that day he 
velebrated the TridentIne 
fflui in the Church of San 
Simeon Piccolo in Venice, 
even though the Tridentine 
Latin Musa was forbidden bv 
the Second Vatican Ecumeni. 
cal Coundl in the Sixties. 
The Maas la aald in Latin, ‘ 
which is language of the 
Catholic Church. Howaver, 
the Tridaatlne form of the 
Mail ia forbidden slnoe the 
prieit standi in front of the 
altar with hii back to tha 
oongragation. ThU Is not 
done in the new Mass where 
the prieat stands behind tha 
altar. 

Mooilgnor Lefebvre wu 
uked Iw the Pope to recon- 
aider hla decision, but even 
attar a leven-bour long 
period when he was question, 
ed by the Vatican'authorities 
the priut hu not bent down, 
instead, he baa gone one 
step further: the Vatican, he 
said, ooBtaina "a.' nest of 
fubverslon and heresy”. Since 
ne "wanted to die a Chris¬ 
tian” the Archbishop does 
not want to be a part of the i 


Moses proposes 


Did the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution stamp out reli¬ 
gion from the People's Re¬ 
public of Cbina? Not a 
chance. According to Bishop 
Moses P. Hsieb. a Chinese 
Anglican, "the people of 
China are thirsting for 
something spiritual”. Chris¬ 
tianity is spreading faster 
now than it did before 1949, 
wben China turned to Com¬ 
munism. In Fukien province 
alone there are arouqd 20,000 
ChrUtians. Attenoance at 
one of the churches, the 
Flower Lane Protestant 
Churen, hu improved siea- 
dily and it has averaged I 


1,500 people since the church 
reopened last October. Chiofl, 
meanwhile, has been grow¬ 
ing more liberal toward! all 
religions and has allowed a 
few churches and mosques 
to open. Bishop Hsieh who 
lived in England ^m 1948 
to 1950 mignt be a Maoist at 
heart—he wears a Mao Jac¬ 
ket and boota—but he it a 
true bishop looking after the 
spiritual needs of hit flock. 
His bishop's robes were con¬ 
fiscated ourlog the Cultural 
Revolution but he hid two 
Bibles—now a forgotten co¬ 
mmodity—a hymnal and a 
prayer book. 






Shaan Abou Talth 


made a £5 million offer for 
the film to prevent Its 
screening, it wu turned 
down and the film shown. 
But there could be serious 
repercussioas in store for 
Britain as the .Saudis are 
threatening to break off dip. 
lomatic relations and sus¬ 
pend oil exports and con¬ 
tracts worth several millions 
of pounds. 






















tiQHOTGUN" Stnha'n 
w Idt('.sl |>d>lllIIO i.S to 
lire ' bldiik-s" u-l Uuit tall 
wall, Avntabli iiacvhun. Anti 
not iiidiu ,sc(‘ni pliMsetl 
with It KL'tcntiv, on tiu- .siMs 

Ol NUM'Cb, Sll.MU l.S 

suppoised to have di'liboia- 
tuly iiiullVd up his slcp-s 
to irrit.ito llu- 
inipei'tablc aiul .stylish 
Amitabti. Uul the lait is tli.it 
Shatm can’t take two slcp.s 
on the dance lluor with 
grace and perfection, 

Rajesh Khdiina too has 
the same ' piobic-in '. I’he 
two can Hail their amts and 
swing their hips in a song 
sequence but they cannot 
match the skill of Hhashi 
Kapoor, Mitliun or even 
Danny. No wonder, Sh.itrn 
flunked his steps on the sets 
of Nasf'eb and un.settled liis 
co-star Amitabh rather bad 
ly, Ainitabh’s wife, Jaya 
Bhaduri, 1 can remember, 
couldn’t dance to save her 
life. She made an utter 
mess of th© dahi e sequent'es 
in Bansi Biriu and I'.k Nazar 


but no oiip dared to say 
anvihiiig bi'caiise it was Java 
Bh.idiiri! 

J U'^T when yOu thought 
that eveiylhing WuS line 
with Oaniiii, look what's 
happened llis giil Kim is 
repoc'ed to have w.ilkcd out 
on luiii an<l the obieit ol 
hei tanev is a iiutet unlikely 
person -Miinmohcm Desai. 
who ha.s given In i' a big 
bre.ik in hi.s iii.iiiinioth 
\cntuie Nasci’b II thLs is 
true, Klin probably doesn't 
know Ih.n in Desai's lilni 
•she will onh be one among 
reallv big .stais like Hemti, 
Reciia Roy and others. But 
in Pannv’.s lilni, she will be 
the sole heroine, and look, 
if it weren’t for him, she 
would still be knocking 
around I’or onoi' Kim should 
be grate! ul to Danny for 
casting her opposRc Rajesh 
Khanna. 

D espite the fabulous 
advance reports. The 
Burning 1 ram has turned out 


to be a damp squib. Are all 
disaster movies heading for 
di,sa.ster? Simple love tales, 
like Khubsourat and Khwab 
seem to have caught the 
tanev of all movie-goers^ 

A certain amount of tension 
IS to be expected when 
a lather directs a him 
stainng ins son. Especially 
so, when the lather is still 
handsome and attractive to 
women and for the son it is 
a maiden venture. Sunil 
Dutt IS directing Rocky in 
which his son Sunjay is ca.st 
and despite it being a 
family affair, occasional tiffs 
crop up. For inslanc'e, Sunil 
is an old-fashioned father 
and does not approve of the 
coochie-cooing that Tina 
and Sunjay may want to 
indulge in. being the young 1. 
uninhibited lovers they are! | 

3 

F inally an actress has c 

come along who can § 

All Jaya Bhaaurt's piace in 
the him inaustry; she 
matches Jaya in looks and* & 


acting talent. The sweet, 
churniing girl can even 
prove btrder than Jaya. This 
girl, Deepit Naval has 
arrived witn Rk Boar Pkir 
and even if the turn does 
not fare well at the box- 
oflice, UeepM s cLss cannot 
go unnoticed. She needs the 
right type ol hlms to 
project ner image and an 
imaginative hint maker 
sbou.d soon give her the 
right break Harveen, 
Ranjeela and OMier aspiring 
actresses shuuid waicn out. 

E ''VEN it Zarina Wahab 
t isn’t exactly number one 
on the silver .screen, SuC is 
certaiDiv doing piettv well 
on tne smelines. One gets 
to .see her at ad tiie impoi- 
taiit t unctions ana paities. 
Sue IS always present at 
programmes arranged by 
various groups tor raising 
tunas for cnanties and 
receiRly made a trip out to 
Dubai with her “close 
triend’’ Shabana Azmi. To 
an intents and purposes 
the trip was a great success 
and 'Zarina came back 
looking very happy and 
yes, slightly heavier tnan 
she was wnen she left. Now 
sne self-consciously pats 
her extra weightage and 
says she is going to knock 
it all off in a hurry. Now 
that will take some doing! 



Zarina: aecond Nft 




ZO 













OHE wore outrageous, 

O flimsy dotnes and a 
weird hair style in her 
maiden him Aaravam, a 
Maiavaiain soft porno 
direrted by Bharaian. Just 
out of the school then. 
Suchitra went through her 
"sexy" role with carefree 
abandon. In one of the 
"famous” scenes in the film, 
she was asked to rush 
through a stream and all 
that she had to do was to 
/ift her dress upto her knees, 
[hnit members recall that 
buchitra lifted her dress 
up to her navel and rushed 
through the water. The 
cameraman ana the director 
had to remind Suchitra 
that the censors won’t pass 
the scene. A bit of modesty 
was accordingly injected in 
the next shot. Throughout 
the shooting of Aaravam. 
Suchitra must have been too 
conscious that she was the 
second heroine of the film 
and that heroine Premila 
was expected to steal the 
limelight. Well, Aaravam 
Wasn’t a hit and Premila 
didn’t exactly create a stir, 
never mind all those clase- 
ups of her boobs. And 
Suchitra too didn’t become a 
mcoess overnight. Recently 
she changed her name to 
Vlava and currently she is 
JU.SV shopping for "sexy 
oics". she has a couple ot 
ramil films on hand, one of 
hem opposite popplar music 
lirector Ganesh wno’s 
•laving the lead role for the 
irst time. Maya isn’t 
exactly in the lead: another 
lewitmier Poumamt is, but 
dava's scintillating dances 
le expected to be the 
iighlight of the film. Maya 
jvs she’s prepared to do 
■nv damn thing as long as 
he Script demands it 
haven’t we heard this 
iready’). Some studio-hands 
elicvp that she’ll soon 
epiacf Jayamalmi as the 
omph girl. Well, it 
'on'l be all that easy, 
a.vamalini is the Helen of 
1 C south and she is still - 
' good as any dancer. 

wasn’t really 

' bad in her recent Tamil 
im Ivargal Vithyasamana- 
urgal Her eyes can still 
d you on fire though she 
lems to have lost interest 
getting rid of her spare 
2)ie modest success 
this film may not get her 
ifss'ifwncnts in Tamil 
happy with 
films. “She’s a 
-rriBc actress and quite 



viewers to make any film a 
success. The producers of 
the Tamil film Sri Devt 
think otherwise; they feel 
that the presence of a 
chiinpansee will increase thi; 
popularity of the film. The 
chimp is featured in 
a couple of song sequences 
too—one doi’sn’t know whe 
ther the chimp gets the 
chance to' sing, i’hc previous 
film made bv the same 
concern had a donkey doing 
all .sorts of things The 
film also had a washer- 
woman heroine who showed 
her cleavage gencrouslv—• 
and with great aplomb. 
Saritha may not be all that 
willing! 

S RIPRJYA is once again 
paired with Siuajt 
Gunesan in an upcoming 
Tamil film Sanqili which Ls a 
remake of Kaiicharan. This 
means that Sivaji will play 
a dual role—a notorious 
gangster and a police 
officer. _ Which also means 
that .Sivaji will have an 
opportunity to indulge In 
verbal hv.steria Sumitra is 
also ca,st in the film. This 
role should do her career a 
world good. 

PIOUSJI 


Kamalahasan in "Hell” 


cooperative", says producci 
M. 0. Joseph who has 
lust signed her to play the 
lead in his new film Ammani 
The film will be directed 
by Hariban who seems to 
have replaced /. V. Sasi as 
♦he most .sought after 
director in Malayalam films. 

'T'ELUGU actors often 
* prompt their producers 
to entitle a film after their 
I names. Many films of 
\ N. T. Rama Rao have the 
word Rama or Ramu thrown 
in: Challenge Ramudu is 
Just one example. And now 
Kruhm is acting in Ktladi 
Krishnudu. A newcomer 
Madhiubala, is paired with 
him. Wife Vijajfanirmaia 
directs the film. 

/"VNE thought that Vijayan 
V/ and Saritha would be 
ab.e to attract enough 



Radhika 




(his india 


without comment 



HYDERABAD: A teacher pestered 
eadlessiy by a student wanting to know 
his rating in the public administration^ 
paper of the first semester examination' 
lost his temper, shouted at the latter 
to leave him alone and bit him. This 
was on Monday (March 31). The 
student did leave him alone, only to 
return the following day, witii a dozen 
teethgnashing students and beat up the 
teacher. The teacher, who is also chief 
warden of the hostels, has been admitt¬ 
ed to hospital. Eleven hostel wardens 
have threatened to resign unless the 
defaulting boys are booked. Vice- 
Chancellor Ram Reddy has directed the 
principal of the concerned, college to 
inquire into the incident and punisn the 
guilty —The Hindustan Times (Rai 
ncesh Batra, Allahabad) 

UNNAU; D. S. N. College, the only 
post-graduate college of Unnao dis¬ 
trict (UP) has been closed sine die by 
the principal following an hour-long 
exchange of Are between two groups of 
students in the oolite campus on 
Tuesday (March 25). The exchange of 
the Are had also taken place on Fi 1 r 
following ■ row between the warring 
groups over two girl etudeats—T/ts 
Thnsi of IHcUa (P. S. Gadgil, Nagpur) 

HUNSUR; A public examination began 
one hour late for want of quoitioa 
papers. The students of Arst B.A. who 
were taking their annual English ex¬ 
am ination on April 2 at the MFC 
Cullega centre here, had this rather 
unusual axpartenca. It it reported that 
Mysore University had not sent the 
question papers to the centra. When 
this was realised at the eleventh hour, 
the college principal sent a person to 
iinother college to get one question 
paper which was then cyclostyled and 
distributed to the students. In the 
same centre, Arst B.A. and B.Com (MR) 

S udenta received English question 
‘pers, some printed and some cyclo- 
vled. The university, it is said, had 
Bt both printed and cyclostyled copies. 
It students allege that in the cyclu- 

ia 


pii^e fs 30 (or the entry given first 


styled copies the name of the university 
was missing, though the questions them¬ 
selves were similar. The principal of 
the college has reported the matter to 
the university—Jndion Express (K. S. 
Soma Sunder, Bangalore) 

LUDHIANA: Hundreds of people yes¬ 
terday (April 2) witnessed a unique 
phenomenon—saffroa (kesai) rain over 
and around Atam Bhavan on Shivela 
Saglanwana Road where a leading Jain 
saint Mahasati Lejyyawati ig lying on 
her death bed. Eye-witnesses said that 
a seven-colour circle was witnessed 
around the sun at midday and a few 
minutes later saffron rain started and 
it fell on several buildings including 
Atam Bhavan. A PTI correspondent 
rushed to the spot and saw several 
women collecting wet saffron. Spots of 
|wet saffron could also be seen on 
{various buildings — The Hindustan 
iTimes (Partho Bhattacharya, New 
iDelhi) 

TIRUCHI; Traffic was paralysed for 
loearly an hour and a half at Thalava- 
jpalayam village on the Karur-$alem 
{road in Karur taluk last evening (April 
1). A crowd of local villagejrs pro¬ 
tested against the posting of a Harijan 
sub-postmaster for the village post 
office. The crowd consisted of caste 
Hindus. The crowd also protested 
against any move to shift the post- 
oince to the Harijan street in the 
village. It is said that the village 
post-olAoe in Thalavapalayam village is 
lunctioning in the residena’ of a caste 
Hindu. Mr Ganesan, a Harijan who 
was posted as sub-postmaster for this 
post-office came yesterday (April 1) to 
lake charge of his assignment. A crowd 
ut more than 200 caste Hindus wa.s 
said to have prevented him from tak¬ 
ing charge. They also objected to the 
move to shift the post-office to a 
Harijan street. The new sul^post- 
master could not take charge—Jnoion 
Hxpreis (L. Thlruvarangaraj, Salem) 

UJJAIN: Sadhui peiTonnlng vuiious 
Yougic feau are drawing largo auwds 
in the Kumbh fair hero. Whothor it 
be Yogi, Hathyoga, Sumvdhi or medi¬ 
tation, these lodhus seldom fall to 
catch the attention of the pilgrims 
here. Two agdhus—Dalblr Gir and 
Tulsidas Khandesart—are said to have 
bean on their feet for the lut nine 
and five years respectively. Subeistlng 
only On fruits and light diet, they in¬ 
tend remaining in the some poatur* for 
many more years to come. Manant 
Vijayendra Puri of North Kashi dalms 
to have been keeping his right haind 
raised for the last eimt months. When 
approached, he said fie would continue 
doing that for 12 years. This was his 
way of praying to God for welfare of 
the human being, the SO-yearold sadhu 
said—Tha Hindustan Times (Rashmi 
Gupta, Rishikesh) 


THE Hindu society Is not the mo¬ 
nopoly of caste Hindus—Jagjivan 
Ram 

TIlJu we promised him (Jagjivan 
Ram) Prime Ministership, and 
elections were held, he considered 
us good people but nqw as we lost 
the elections/people did not vote 
for him, we are bad—A. B. Vaj¬ 
payee 

BABU Jagjivan Ram has become a 
symbol of the law of dimini^ing 
returns in Indian politics. In three 
years, the Avc-star hero has become 
an expendable extra—Mainstrcom 

'IHE Congress (J) wants to throw 
us out of the Goveniment >n our 
State. We also want to throw out 
the Congress (I) from the Centre. 
This is legitimate enough. But 
why the hurry? There is no need 
to get impatient about it, nor is 
violence necessary — Jyoti Basu, 
Chief Minister of West Bengal at 
the CM s’conference in New Delhi 

THE previous Government resem¬ 
bled a buffet dinner party. There 
were no chairs, no places for each 
person—everyone just came and 
look whatever they could get— 
Zail Singh, Union Home Minister 

HE (Sanjay Gandhi) is basically a 
Leftist — Vasudeva Pannicker, 
Youth Congress general secretary 

THE family planning programme 
will never be a programme of our 
Party as long os the people do not 
want It—Sanjay Gandhi 

DO I took like a goonda or a raplit 
to you? Thanks to the Press, even 
tome of my close friends have 
.started to believe these weird tales 
—Jagdish Tytler, Congress (1) MP 
snd Delhi Voulli Congreii chief 
quoted In llluslrutfd WeeMv 

IP wa do not aerve the people, wa 
hsva no right to be in power— 
Zail Singh 

CHARAN SINGH Is the wont Im- 
der I have come acrou. He is alow 
of mind, indeciiivc, authoritirlan 
—much more than Mrs Gandhi— 
Ra| Narain quoted in Ctirrent. 

IF the Sovieta succeed in taking 
effective control, of the Persian 
Gulf, Europe and Japan will be 
at their mercy—and mercy la not 
one of their most notable virtues 
—Richard Nixon 

TODAY, how things have changed I 
A 12-year-oId not onlv knows what 
lesbianism is, but understands its 
practice—Ismat Chugbtai, Urdu 
authoress on the stir which her 
short story tihaa/created 








VARETYI 


chess 

Su (Black) to move 



Oonnar (WMM) 

FouHon »n»r WMm't 15th mov». 


checkmate the white quean with _ kf—B6. 
19. N—N1, O—N3; 20. B—K3. Q^N7;;)1. 
N(2)—113 Poor knight It would have done 
belter to start its career on QB3 after all 
21 . . . N—B6: 22. NiN, OxN (R8); 23. 
N—N1,0 X P; 24 B—B4, N—fl4; 25. R-Q2, 
O—AS; and White resigned. The immediate 
threat is 26 B—R5 and after 26 P—K3, 

NX B; 27. NPxN (or 27 KPx N. R x R+ 28 
O X R, B-^-B6l) B—N7', the threats of 
R—B8 and . B—B8 are murderous 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 



Problem 1 Game all, the bidding goes 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
— — No t» 

No No dble No 

7 


IBM 1979 

The IBM Tournament In Amsterdam this 
summer ended in a tie for first place be¬ 
tween Vlastimil Hort of Czechoslovakia and 
Gyula Sax of Hungary. For Hort it was, 
surprisingly enough, only his first, tourna¬ 
ment victory in Holland despite numerous 
appearances in Dutch Tournaments over 
the years, which only goes to show just how 
strong these events really are. For Sax too 
the result must have been particularly pleas¬ 
ing, as he was on his honeymoon 
Without doubt Sax is one of the most 
exciting players in the world His scintillat- 
.ing play in the last Olympiad in Buenos 
Aires was one of the foundations of the 
Hungarian victory there His style can best 
be described by saying (hat, if he were a 
-boxer, he would be said to carry a very 
heavy punch Indeed. I give'as an illustration 
his game against the Dutch wandmasler 
Jan Hein Donner. Donner is quite a charac¬ 
ter, the Inspector Clouseau of the chess¬ 
board, combining as ha does the inspired 
and the absurd with Sbeh delightful convic¬ 
tion. His coups In Amsterdam included 
coming .to the opening ceremony 10 
minutes after its conclusion and arriving for 
his game against the Czech grandmaster 
Jan Smejkal a mere 24 hours after Its 
scheduled start. Ih each case he was quite 
convinced of the accuracy of his own 
timekeeping. In the following encounter 
Donner's k^lc Is no match for Sax's punch. 
White: J.M. Donner. Black- G. Sax 
IBM Tournament, Amsterdam 1979. King's 
|ndlan Defence-, Panno Variation. 

1- P-CM. HoKBS; Z P-QB4, P-KN3; 3. 
^N3, B-412; 4. B^2,9-0; 8. N—KB3. 
P--Q3; 8. 9-0, »-B3; 7. ^-08. N-Ofl4: 
8 . KN-02. B-a4; 9. N-II3I7 According to 
Donner the development of the knight on 
QB3 is 'illogical' as it will later become a 
target as Black develops pressure on the 
jeog diagonal. To a large extent this is true, 
hut still the move 9. N—R3 smacks of 
artificiality. 

9 . . . p_k 3; 10. R—N1, PxP; 11. PxP. 

12. N-a2. B-03I Oonnar was 
waiting lor 12 . . . P—ON4: 13. P-ON4I 
PxP; 14. NxP and the knight comes to B6. 
13. P-M3, R-BI; 14. P—KBS, R—KI; IS. 
>^1. (OUAfUM) P-B8t Powerful play. K 
1«. P-^, then 19 . . . P—86' 17. PxN. 

19.BxP,B-RSf19.R-^1.fF-K5. 
20. BxN. RxB: and R(6>-QBS. 

19. PaP. NaP: 17. R-^. N-418; 18. 
"**09. N—M Btp^a domination of the 
# A91l|BiMl|i..tM,ji)^ to 


South holds 

BAS 9A1064 e05 BQJ973 
How many points out of 5 would you 
award to (a) Pass, (b) INT, (c) 2NT. (d) 3*. 
(e) 3NT7 

Problem 2 N-S 'game. Ihe bidding goes 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

IB 1* No 29 

No No 2NT No 

7 


North-South are not playing negative 
doubles (If they were, the failure to make a 
ncmative double would have some bearing ) 
South holds 

98742 VJ985 4 AO 9AK2 
How many points out of 5 would you 
award to (a) Pass, (b) 3*. (c) 3 4, (d) 39. 
(e) 497 

Problem 3 Game all, (he bidding goes 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
— 19 No No 

dble No 29 2 4 

7 

South holds 

9A75 9K109 4 KQ10 9K1074 
How many points out of 5 would you 
award to (a) Pass, (b) 29. (c) 2NT. (d) 39. 
(e) 3NT7 

Problem 4 Love all. the bidding goes. 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
No 39 dble No 

7 


south noids 


98752 9J103 4A108 9A54 
How many points out of S would you 
award to (a) Pass, (b) 39, (c) 3NT, (d) 4*. 

(e) 49? 


Problem 8 Game all, the bidding goes 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

INT No 3NT No 

No No 


9 Q 

9 K JS 
4 0108642 
9 96 2 


9 J 10 9 6 4 2 
9 09 3 
4 A K 
9 0 5 


N 

W E 
S 


Weal leads 9J. East plays the 5 and 
South the 7. On a low diamond from dummy 
East plays Ihe 3 and South the Jack. How 
should West plan the defence? 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



Not so much a has-been as a never-was, this 
^oof stamp was featured in The Poetege 
Stamp, a philatelic journal now defunct In 
December 1911. At that time its meaning 
was plain, and the event is still Important 
today, but doss anyone now remember- 

(a) whose was the portrait? , 

(b) what was the significance of hia 
costume? 

(c) what event in 1911 prompted the issue'? 




SMCE 1969 the Channel islands of Guern¬ 
sey and Jersey have been running their own 
postal services and issuing stamps of their 
own. To mark the tenth anniversary of 
'jx>stal irrdependence' Guernsey has issued 
tour stamps featuring different sections of 
the post office This 15p stamp shows staff 
at work in the Philatelic Bureau, which was 
opened In 1971 to cater for the increasing 
number of collectors of Guernsey stamps. It 
now has almost 37,0(X) deposit account 
holders, including well over a thousand 
each in the United States. Canada and West 
Germany. A quarterly news-letter giving 
details of new issues and the first day cover 
service can be obtained from the Philatelic 
Bureau. Head Post Office, Guernsey, Chan¬ 
nel Islands. New stamps planned for 1980 
include a series to commemorate the 6(Xh 
anniversary of the Guernsey police force 
and three high values for the definllhm 
series featuring Guernsey coins. 

r. W HIM 
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Sunday week 


Beginning April 27 

This wseK the Sun is in Aries, Venus is in Taurus, and Jupiter, Mars and Saturn are conjoined in Leo. Neptune 
and Uranus are in Scorpio, Kethu is in Aquarius and Mercury alone is in Pisces. The Moon will be moving 
through Libra and Scorpio from Virgo. 




ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) This week 
will prove to be happy 
and moderately for¬ 
tunate provided you are 
able to check extravagant tenden¬ 
cies. A beneficial change of job or 
residence Is likely. An elderly lady 
will prove very helpful. This week is 
particulariy favourable for sports, 
speculative ventures, investments 
and travel. Domestic affairs augur 
well. Good dates: 26, 29 and 30. 
Lucky numbers: 2, 4 and 7. Favour¬ 
able direction: South. 

TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) Be on your 
guard agalnat deception. 
Avoid quarrels at all 
ooata, and do not make 
needleai ohangea of any kind. 
This week will surely bring some 
good fortune. You are likely to en- 
eounter severe competition on the 
business front. Your private Ills 
may pose a few problems. Sooisi 
sotivltles must be reduosd to the 
minimum. Pay more attention to 

business details and take the ad¬ 

vice of eiders and family friends. 
Good dates: 27. 29, l and 2. Lucky 
numbers: 3, e and 10. FavouiaMo 
direetient West. 

OEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) Your profes¬ 

sional and financial 
affairs prosper exceed¬ 
ingly and a promotion 

is far from improbable. Travel and 
push business to the utmost. Take 
reasonable risks and forge ahead on 
all fronts. Letters from distant places 
will bring good news. Friends 
of the opposite sex may 
prove very troublesome. Keep your 
temper under control and curb all 
erratic tendencies. Seek the advice 
of eiders and family friends. Good 
dates: 28, 1, 2 and 3. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 3, 5 and 9. Favourable c.lreo- 
Uent South-east. 

CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) Be careful not 
to displease your em¬ 
ployer or chief. Pay 
attention to business 
details and take the advice of 
elders. A new friendship will pro¬ 
vide encouragement, i This week is 
not favourable for love and rom¬ 
ance. You will gain in diverse ways. 
Good dates: 27, 1, 3 and 4. Lucky 
numbers: 1 and 4. Favourable direc¬ 
tion: North. 






LEO (July 23 — August 
22) A valuable new 

friendship may develop. 
You will experience a 
welcome change for the 
better. Gain through romance, child¬ 
ren and speculative ventures are 
predicted. Let your own Intuition 

guide you under the present cir¬ 
cumstances. You may benefit 

through secret information or 
association. Yoqr strength of 
character should help you to get 
over s number of problems. Pub¬ 
licity or social prominence will 
bring you unexpected profits. Good 
dates: 27, 28, 28 and 2. Luolw 
numbers: 2, 11 and 10. Favourable 
dfreetien: West. 

VIRGO (August 21 — 
•sptamber 22) This Is 
going to be a modar- 
ataiir fortunata waak for 
you. Let your Intuition 
guide you, For servloemen a pro¬ 
motion will orown a suooassful 
week. Your business affairs are 
likely to prosper. At the weekend 
be a littia more careful in all your 
dealings. Love and matrimonial 
affairs will bring good fortune. 

Good dates: 28, 1,2 and 3. Lueliv 
numbers: l, 5 and 7. Feveurable 
direetlon: North-west. 

LIBRA (September 23 — 
October 22) Be pre¬ 
pared for delays in 
business and domestic 
affairs. Take nothing 
for granted, especially where pre^ 

e and females are concerned. 

will gain by your own hard 
work and enterprise. Differences 
with bualness' partners should be 
amicably settled. A secret associa¬ 
tion will prosper. Pay a little extra 
attention to health. For servicemen, 
a promotion la on the cards. Good 
dales: 29, 30, 1 and 3. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 5, 7 and 8. Favourable dlrsc- 
Son: South-East. 

SCORPIO (Oo;ober 23 
— November 21) This 
is going to be a'very 
lucky week. Your cher¬ 
ished goals will soon 
be achieved. Push all your ventures 
to the utmost. Business partners 
and spouses will play an excep¬ 
tionally big part in your life. An 
important journey is foreseen. Some 
opposition from an elderly relatl\m 
or associate, is likely. Good cates: 
26, 29, 31 and 1. Lucky numbers: 
6 and 3. Favourable direction: North 






SAGITTARIUS (Novem¬ 
ber 22 — Oeoegiber 22) 
This week Is exception¬ 
ally lucky. If you oan 
concentrate on your 
professional work, success Is as¬ 
sured, Take every possible advant¬ 
age of existing favourable influenoes. 
Follow your own hunches. This 
week will pass off very smoothly. 
Some unreasonable opposition on 
the part of qn old person of the 
opposite sex Is to be expected at 
the weekend. Check all extravagant 
tendencies. Good dates: 28, 30,1 and 
2. Lucky nunAers: 2, 4 and 8. Fav¬ 
ourable direotlon: South. 

CAPRICORN (Oeeamber 
23 — JMuary 20) Prao- 
tloe taot and disoratlon 
In all your dealings, 

^ ^ problems oan be 

averted If you ksep your tamper 

under control. You need mantel 
pesos at the moment. Cultivate 

young rather than old parsons. Pro¬ 
perty deals should be postooned. 
Although your recent diffloultles 
will gradually cease to woriy 
you, you will oontinue to experi¬ 
ence minor problems. A secret mat¬ 
ter, perhaps a love affair, turns to 
your advantage. Good datae: 1, 2 
and 3. Lucky numbers: 6, 8 and 11 
Favourable direction : North 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
^ — February 18) A 

mixed grill la your 
portion. You are ad¬ 

vised to exercise tact 
and restraint in order to avoid a 
quarrel. Apart from minor disagree¬ 
ments with an old parson, this 
week Is moderately fortunate. In 
many cases, hard work and 
application will lead to a promotion. 
Take all reasonable risks and 
forge ahead. Good datae: 30, 2 
and 3. Lucky numbers: e, 7 and 9. 
Favourable direction: EasB* 




PIBCBS (FabRMiry 
20) Be on 


20 — 

March 20) Be bn yogr 
guard against decep¬ 
tion. Conserve your 
recent gains and do 
not be extravagant. Some people 
will be promoted. On the domestic 
front there are chances of a be¬ 
reavement. Safeguard the health of 
your womenfolk. 'Good 

dates: 29, 30, 2 amd 4. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 7, 4 and S. Favourable dSree./ 
Sen: South. 

M. B. RAMAN 










It’s amazing 
what time can do to 
your money at 
Oena Bank... ^ 








SAMRUDDHI DEPOSIT 
SCHEME 

Your <jrfvinf|s qcow ;il .in .imaging 
spued because your inluiesi too 
earns imIcmcsI 

RECURRING DEPOSIT 
SCHEME 

Turn YOU' sni.'ill inonthlY savings 
into big future investments 

FIXED DEPOSITS 

Biilli.iiit prospects (or the money 
that you c.in satcly put aside 

CASH CERTIFICATES 

A safe investment which 
multiplies Itself. 



[ji;: DENA BANK 

■ (A Nationalised Rank) 

Fot details visit your nearest ^ Central Office Maker towers E, 
OENA BANK branch wmmLm Cuffo Parade. Bombay 400 005 

Dedicated to peop/e's progress and prosperity 
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RESIDENCIES _ 

HOW did the British react to the 
class distinction in the bureau¬ 
cracy? Kvidenc*- ol this is avail¬ 
able tioni one of the drawiniis 
displayed at the ‘‘MakinR of New 
Delhi” exhibition which was oriiu- 
nised on tiv gulden jubilee ut the 
founding o( the eiKhlh city of 
Delhi, which became the seat of 
British powei m India. Sir Ed¬ 
ward l.iilvens, the chief aichite<1 
of the new (ity, had in a rouiih 
sketch described the three cate- 
Kories ot public servants for whom 
he had to desiRii houses — thin 
blacks, thin whites and tat whites 
— meaniiiK the lower level Indian 
oHicials, the lowei k-vel British 
officials and the seiiiui British 
officials, lespeclively. The amount 
of plaiinint’ that went into the 
making ot the city is also eyident 
in the sketch, which shows provi¬ 
sions mode tor peep.il, neeiii and 
tamuii tri'es. Iiicideiilallv, two 
houses meant foi ‘tat whiles' 
which were used as the model 
for the lest of the hoii.ses ol that 
lateuorv were lO, Onoeiiswav 
(now .lanpath) and (>, ffastiiiKs 
Hoad (now Krishna Menon Maitt). 
lO, J.inpatli was the ofiict‘ portion 
ot I.. 1 I Bdliadur Shastii’s residen¬ 
tial complex diiiinK his biief te¬ 
nure as Biiiii.;' Munster and later 
housed tlie I’le.ss (.^onimission and 
the Inditin Youth ConRcess durina 
the Emergency, Now it is the re- 
sldeiio'.- ot Vies' -President llidaya- 
tullah. And (!, Krishna Menon 
Marg, which oriRinallv was the 
residence ot Sn lleibrrt Baker. 
Liityen’s assistant, h.is been for 
years occupied by Babu JaKjivdn 
Ram. Houses do seem to get the 
lesideiits they de.serve. 


YOUTHANASIA _ 

THE Youth Congress (1). which 
had kept a low profile at the time 
of the distribution of tickets for 
the Lok Sabha elections, is active¬ 
ly in the fray for tickets for 
elections to the nine Assemblies. 
The UP unit has reportedly asked 
for 70 per ci'nt of the seals in the 
State and the Maharashtra unit 
has put up a somewhat modest 
demand for 100 scats. But the 
Maharashtra boys have gone a 
step further and threatened that 
they would gherao the state elec¬ 
tion committee members if their 
demand was not met. To top it 
all. at a Press statement recently, 
they claimed that their plan had 
the approval of Youth Congress 
(I) president Ramchandra Rath 
and the MP from Amethi. Sanjav 
Gandhi. 


RECEIVED WISDOM 


n.itional council of the organisa¬ 
tion the YC boys will concentrate 
on organising eye camps all over 
the country, continue the cam¬ 
paign against dowry and plant 
trei'.s. Talking ot the qualities 
desirable in a prospective Chief 
Minister, Sanjay Gandhi said, “he 
should be acceptable to all sec¬ 
tions in the Party, he should Ix' 
able to carry all Party legislators 
with him”. How many of the 
aspirants to Chief Ministership 
would qualify by these standards? 

OM MAKWANA ~ 






SANJAY GANDHI went on a 
whirlwind pre-election tour of 
Punjab. On April 10 at Gurdas- 
pur, accompanied by ^ Sukhbans 
Kaur Bhinder, the local MP (wiife 
of police commissioner Bhiader) 
and other top leaders of the Pra¬ 
desh Party unit, he told newsmen 
that he had dropped the family 
planning programme. “The people 
do not want it as vet and so we 
will not promote it” he said. 
What will be the task of the 
Youth Congress (I) boys? Accord¬ 
ing to Sanjay Gandhi, who at pre¬ 
sent is not even a member of the 


DO you remember Mr Om Mehta 
who'took all the important deci¬ 
sions in the Home Minisitry before 
and during the Emergency ? Mr 
Brahmananda Reddy, the then 
Home Minister, had very little 
power while his State Minister, 
Mr Mehta was all powerful. His¬ 
tory is repeating itself in the 
Home Ministry. After Mr Zail 
Singh, the next seniormost in the 
Home Ministry should be Mr Ven- 
katasubbiah, the senior State Mi¬ 
nister. He is a veteran parlia¬ 
mentarian. But AIR does not 
think so. All India Radio gives 
top priority and publicity to Mr 
Yogendra Makwana, the other 
State Minister, who is shaping up 
well to become another Om 
Mehta. Mr Makwana is the all 
powerful man of the Home Minis¬ 
try and if things go according to 
pattern, Mr Venkatasubbiah is on 
his way out 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 
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when you’re fightii^ 
stubborn and severe dandruff 
you need a shampoo even 
stroller than Clinic. 






Clinic 

Special 




CLINIC SPECIAL 

We know that you are happy with Clinic; it has 
worked on your dandruff. But we also know 
that there are some people whose dandruff Is 
stubborn and severe. That's why we have 
introduced a new formulation that helps clear 
stubborn and severe dandruff. Even more 
effectively than Clinic. It's Clinic Special. 

So now there are two Clinics. 

Clinic for normal dandruff. And Clinic Special 
for stubborn and severe dandruff. Together 
they are the answer to all dandruff problems. 


A quality product by HINDUSTAN LEVER UKUIH) 
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SECRET TRIP TO 









Itor spoiitttMWl 


Thet's right f Your faSjspurtt® uBjcac 
Maaza Mango ai^ $Qon,^; 
Thums Up. are hot it^ 

These, brands arii..iji^rt)duoiil^; .' 
and marketed by . 

Kuwait ^ UA.E., 

Nigeria. Singapgril anti N^ 
more pi^i^-lr^'itt 
stages of hetgi£Wdfii:'%'^ 


country to' 

ftariGt^eft>^af|Bir Ip U.^. 

w Yofic «adkf'IM im |ll>' 
iiao,tVir^ ^ it 
'4m eVHMM llhS > 










DyanoKiTV. 

H shomn how faryouVe 
progressed... 


Programmed to your 
lifestyle with unmatched 
sophisticated features- 
the result of Dyanora’s 
advanced research. 

Take a look at a Dyanora 
TV. It is indeed a picture of 
sophistication that's reflected in 
its impeccable performance. 

You’ll see a picture that is 
demonstrably superior: clearer, 
sharper, more precise. 

You’ll also hear sound that far 
exceeds your expectation. Pure 
sound that’s reproduced through 
true hi-fi speakers and amplifiers. 

Research that has led 
to sophistication 

This heavenly marriage of 
picture and sound has resulted 
from pyanora’s rich experience 
in solid state TV technology. 

Dyanora today possesses 
India's most advanced TV 
research laboratory—where 
you’ll find some of the top talents 
of the country at work. 

This combination is what has 
made Dyanora so successful in 
brinmng forth virtually every 
single significant TV innovation 
in me country in recent years. 

Like India's first solid state TV 
with ICs. The first multi-channel 
solid state TV. The first TV with 
a true hi-fi sound. The first TV 


with facilities for playing a tape- 
recorder or a record player 
through it. The first TV-cum- 
stereo system. The list goes on. 

Today in the E>yanora range, 
you’ll find such advanced 
features as push button input 
selection, separate Bass and 
Treble tone controls, lockable 
shutters, neon light indicator. 


90 mm dual cone speakers, 
moulded plastic rear cover, to 
mention only a few. What’s more, 
all the models have 12-channel 
tuners. 

That’s Dyanora for you, 
matched to your progress, tuned 
to your lifestyle...Dyanora, me 
omer name for your progress^ 





you'ie lookihg for. 


OTNAVISION UMilED 

' j t^dras ^)0 020 
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8 reasons why. 




Outstdo fitting hd 
tof maxKnum 
cooking <;p«ice 



Service centres 
elt over 
the country 


India’s first pressure cooker 
is still India’s most widely used 
pressure cooker 
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IHE coining of the Janata 
Party to power in 1977 
meant many things to 
many people. Israel saw 

-'it as an opportunity to 

fuUU a long-awaited dream : full 
recognition by India. This would 
be an important and dramatic dip¬ 
lomatic coup by Israel if it was 
ever achieved. India had been in 
the forefront, in various internatio¬ 
nal bodies, of promoting the Arab, 
and particularly the Palestinian, 
cause. And India’s voice, despite 
the eiforts to muffle it, still carried 
weight at the United Nations, and 
more so in the non-aligned move¬ 
ment. 

The appointment of Mr Atal 
Behari Vajpayee as the Foreign 
Minister was seen by Israel as an 
encouraging sign. Not merely thi.s, 
the Israelis a.so felt that Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai would be 
sympathetic to their cause. They 
were aware, as much as anyone 
else, that Morarji Desai was interes¬ 
ted in shifting the Tndun image 


IHEFULLSIQIDrOIF 

MOSHEDAXAFS 

SECRETIRIPTO 

raniA By M. J.AKBAR 
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AsHMAdiA By M. J.AKBAR 

An Israeli newspaper first published 
the news that Moshe Dayan had visited India 
secretly during the Janata rule. This was 
denied in India by the ex-Foreign Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee; when former Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai was asked about 
Dayan's alleged visit, he refused to comment. 
The Israeli newspaper had nothing more to 
say on the subject. - We publish details about 
this mysterious trip which Moshe Dayan 
made, in an exclusive story. We confirm that 
Moshe Dayan did indeed make the trip, and we 
expose how precisely the whole game 
was played. 
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away from the strong pro-Russian 
colour it had acquired after 1971. 
The fact that the former Jana 
Sangh formed such an important 
power group in the new framework 
also pleased the Israelis. The Jana 
Sangh’s active championship of 
Israel against the Arabs had oeen 
music to Israeli ears all through 
these years when Israel has been 
an outcast in India. 

Though we do not have full dip¬ 
lomatic relations with Israel, Israel 
has been allowed by the Govern¬ 
ment of India to maintain a pre¬ 
sence in our country, mainly to 
YacUitate the transfer of such Jews 
as may want to migrate to Israel. 
The Israelis maintain a consulate 
in Bombay. The Israeli consul 
genera] begah activd lobbying to 
obtain full recognition for his co unt 
try, and in th^s he was'helpeoa 
gteat deal by the Americans, wha 
quite expectedly, showed special 
interest iji this Israeli effort Any¬ 
thing which took India away from 
the non-aligned bloc, and brought 
the nation closer to the Amerijcan 
sphere of influence, naturally would 
ilnd favour with Washington. 

The Israeli consul general actu- 

gj, . . . .. -- 






FAfeign Mini«tef Vajpayee to per¬ 
suade them to sive Israel full re- 
.oKtiiUon. But both told hijn that 
this was not possible, for both 
practical and poLcy reaspflp. To 
begin with, the Government of 
India could not change its Arab 
policy overnight. And the risk of 
alienating the oil-producing Arab 
nations was simply not yet worth 
taking But the Israeli consul gene¬ 
ral did not give up. He then play¬ 
ed a high card. He sent word 
that General Moshe Dayan, then 
Iijrael's Foreign Minister, would like 
to pay a visit to India. 

The initial reaction of both Prime 
V mister Desai and Foreign Idinis- 
ter Vajpayee was negative. They 
said this was impossible. But the 
Israelis went on making this re¬ 
quest, through their friends and 
directly. At last. Morarjl Desai 
and Atal Behari Vajpayee gave in. 
The formula worked out was this : 
Moshe Dayan would come as a pri¬ 
vate citizen, using a different 
and he should be disguised 
enough to avoid being recognised. 
The Israeli consulate in Bombay 
and two top Indian security offi¬ 
cials made all the arrangements for 
Moshe Dayan's secret and dramatic 
trip to India. 


name, 

well 


IND so Moshe Dayan 
came to India. He arriv¬ 
ed by a regular carrier, 
with a false passport. 

-1 He was weariirg some 

make-up and he hacf taken off his 
lEamous and identifiable eye-patch: 
instead, to hide his blind eye, ha was 
wearing dark glasses. He was ac¬ 
companied by two Israeli security 
personnel. They landed in Bombay 
and were put up in a hotel. An air 
force plane came from Delhi to 
pick them up; the air force people 
had no idea who their distinguished 
looking passengers going to Delhi 
were. 


They stayed for four days in 


days 
e. Fri 


De’hi at a private residence. Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai and 
Foreign Minister Vajpayee both 
went to see him, but separately. 
They went without fuss, as if they 
were dropping in to visit the per¬ 
son at whose house Dayan was 
staying. Desai went twice to see 
Dayan; Vajpayee also went twice. 
Other than Desai, Vajpayee and the 
two Indians from security, no other 
Indian was aware of Dayan's sec¬ 
ret visit. Normal security person¬ 
nel had, of course, been posted 
around the house in*which Moshe 
Dayan was staving, but they had 
no idea whom they were guarding. 
Not even Vajpayeea deputy, Same- 
rendra Xundu. who was the M-nls- 
ter of State for ibeterna] Affairs, 
nor the Foreign Secrets^ JMP* 
Mehta were . awiare ofithatwt. 

Both Desai and Vajpayee made 
India's position vis a vis Israel 
clear. They said that their Govern¬ 
ment had some sympathy for 
Israel's position, but ft had greater 
sympathy for the Palestinians .and 



the Arabs. They told Dayan that 
durable peace in West Asia could 
only come about if a peaceful and 
amicable settlement of the Palesti¬ 
nian question could be reached 
between the Arabs and the Israelis. 
They attured Dayan that India 
would try and Impress upon the 
nations of West Asia that if Israel 
agreed to settle the Palestinian 
question through talks, they should 
give up their slogans of war and 
allow Israel to comdst peacefully. 
India would welcome any effort at 
a paacaful sattlament of the com¬ 
plicated problem. Desai and VaJ- 
jayae disappointed Dayan by stylng 
that Indie couIB not allow an laraeli 
embassy to start functioning in 
Delhi at the moment. 


General Moshe Dayan did not 
use all his time in Delhi only in 
diKCussions. He went out a.ght- 
sceing and shopping too. He shop¬ 
ped in Connaught Place, and saw 
some of the historic landmarks of 
old and new Delhi. He even took 
a trip to some villages in Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh. And then, 
after four days in Delhi under the 
Pr me Ministership of Morarji 
Desai and the Foreign Ministership 
of Atal Behari Vajpayee, General 
.V.oshe Dayan want away, as quietly 
as he came. Leaving behind ano¬ 
ther chapter In the kind of aecret 
diplomacy which Henry Ksslnger 
made so famous. And leaving be¬ 
hind many questions in the minds 
of India's traditional friends. ■ 









IHK.N at 3,30 p.in. on Apnl 
18, ttio Cauhali HiRli 
Court partially liltoO its 
leamiiM .stay oi-dcr on the 
__I Assam tioverninent noti¬ 
fication (IctlariiiR Ihi; stale a tlLstui- 
betl area, a new and inoie dramatic 
phase ol the iiiiie-month-old move¬ 
ment in the state aRainsl foreiRii 
nationals” heKaii Almost iminedia- 
tcly at the Stale's adniini-straUvc 
headipiaiteis in Dishpur near Gauha- 
ti, the Goveirioi. the chiel senetaiv 
and aimv and poliee oHicials went 
into a huddle whiiti lasted several 
hours. What they were puttiiiR the 
linishiiiR touches to would b<>come 
known the next day. but what they 
weie hoping loi was a coiu'iiliatoi > 
move on the part ol the (laii.i San- 



Bv SUBIR ROY 


aiam Parishad which was leudmi! the 
agitation. Tlie Parishad Oeaders were 
simultaneously meeting in (.auhati to 
determine iLs future course of action 
alter Mrs Gandhi’s futile visit to 
Assam on April 12 in search of a 
solution, rhe news from the meeting 
was bad: No. the oil blockade would 
not be lilted. Instead, a new phase 
of the agitation would begin on April 
22 Ihe die was cast. 

At midnight. April 18 19, the Ijii- 
vernor. Mi L. P. Singh, issued the 
Assam Preventive Dctentiop Ordi¬ 
nance under which 48 leaders of the 
Movement were iniinediatefly arres¬ 
ted, piominent among them being 
Mr Bhiigu Phukaii, General Secie- 
tary of the All-Assam Students 
Union (AASU), Mr Nibaran Bora of 
the Purbanchaiiya Lok Parishad and 
Mr Atul Bora, Convenor of the Gana 
Sangram Parishad. An equally pro- 
niiucnt leader who evaded an^st and 
went underground was Mr Praiulla 
Malianta. President ot AASU. 



P.atad Smha 





"' Even is the 

dine from door to door, imotb^ cru¬ 
cial drama unfoW^ at ttoe piMllne 
headQuarters of OE India Limited in 
Karengi ii6ar Gauhati. Narongi had 
become a symbol of AsMm’s ]^otest. 
Round-the-clock pickets from Dum¬ 
ber 27 last year had stopped the 
flow of crude from Narengi to the 
Barauni refinery. The 2.000-odd pic- 
keters who had almost completed 
that night’s vigil there suddenly 
lound that the crunch had finally 
come. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Kantrup arrived with a formidable 
force and asked them to disperse. 
They saw that this time the Govern¬ 
ment meant business and the fact 
that most of the picketers that night 
were from outlying villages dinched 
the issue for the Sangram Parishad 
volunteers. The picketers gave them¬ 
selves up, Narengi was “cleared" 
and the army posted at the township. 

The first indication that residents 
of Gauhati got of the impending 
curfew was when at around 4 a.m. 
vehicles with loudspeakers went 
round parts of the city announcing 
the imposition of an indefinite cur¬ 
few in the city from 5 a m. It was 
not as if everyone was in the dark. 
'ITie people taking part in the move¬ 
ment knew all about it and so did 


junior magistrates who were prepar¬ 
ing themselves for all manner of 
curfew duty. Even the more know¬ 
ledgeable shopkeepers told some of 
their important patrons the previous 
evening; “Buy up today, tomorrow 
we will be closed." As the day broke 
on the city, cooled and washed by 
overnight monsoon rain, some areas 
witnes.sed a flag-march by the army. 
As for the police posses posted at 
important intersections, there was 
not much evidence of patrolling or 
Shops were closed in most areas, ex¬ 
cept Siflpukhuri, Chandmari and Ujan- 
bazar. The police would ask a shop¬ 
keeper to pull down his shutters and 
immediately after they left the boys 
would ask them to pull them up. 
People began to come out of their 
houses and form little clusters. Those 
first few triddes would finely be¬ 
come a torrent. 

The nine o'clock news over AIR 
announced that the blockade at Na¬ 
rengi was over. So symbolic and 
emotive had the blockade become 
that soon the mood began to grow 
sullen. People could be heard saying: 
“If the curfew could be broken (ear¬ 
lier in December) in Nowgong and 
Nalbsri then why can't we do same 
here?" In Dess than an hour a veri¬ 
table groundswell had developed. 
The cry was, “Let us go to Narengi" 
—^which was where all roads led to. 
eventually. The processions started 
in little groups and, on approaching 
their destination, became massive. 
Everyone was being exhorted to come 
out of his house. 

By 11.3U a.m. two lakh people had 
poured into the Bamuni Maidan area 
and were proceeding towards the 
Industrivl estate. In the industrial es¬ 
tate there was a police picket of 
about 30, midway between the two 
gates. Processions poured in through 
both and soon the logistics of the 
situation became dear. The police 


bidtdt wgs wseiged. Ana wnat was 
more significant was that with the 
police were the DC, Additional DC 
and SP of Kamrup. Only the perso¬ 
nal car of the Additional District 
Commissioner .was in sight, not even 
a Wireless van. Thirty scared police¬ 
men and the top brass of the city 
administration were surrounded by 
a sea of humanity. It would have 
been impossible to rescue them. SOo- 
gans rent the air and soon a verbal 
battle begun between the Sangram 
Parishad leaders deputed to control 
the crowds and the officers. They 
demanded the lifting of the curfew 
and the withdrawal of the “black" 
ordinance. “Arrest all of us", the 
leaders said, pointing to the masses. 
The DC, Mr Kamaleswar Bora, a 
benign, balding, middfle-aged man. 
was at his wit's end. Withdrawing 
the Preventive Detention Ordinance 
was beyond his powers. But he would 
lift the curfew if the people beha¬ 
ved in a disciplined manner and did 
not try to break the cordon and go 
on to Narengi. At 12.30 p.m. with 
the aid of a public address system, 
the DC told the crowds around him 
that the curfew had been lifted. The 
movement leaders present with the 
DC went along to his office where 
the formal order lifting the curfew 
was pa.ssed. 

The news wa.s greeted with re.soun- 
ding rheers in the streets. Gana 
.Sangram Pari.shad volunteers com¬ 
mandeered an auto-rickshaw and 
went around announcing over a loud¬ 
speaker that the curfew had been 
lifted and, more important, no crude 
was flowing out of Narengi. Shops 
sllowly reopened. As evening descen¬ 
ded, groups at street corners discus¬ 
sed the day’s happenings exactly as 
they do after a soccer match. Even 
after clearing the pumping station at 
Narengi, crude could not be sent out 
because right up the line to the well¬ 
head Oil India employees refused to 
work. A combination of incredible 
administrative ineptitude, a sponta¬ 
neous resentment and the ability to 
keep the movement peaceful gave 
the indigenous Assamese a victory 
and boosted their morale. The admi¬ 
nistration’s nose was bQoodied and 
someone would have to pay a price. 

That very night the Sangram Pari¬ 
shad announced a fresh agitation 
from April 22 which was wider in 
its scope than previous phases. After 
oil it was now the turn of bamboos, 
jute, timber and plywood. These 
would not be allowed to leave Assam. 
Other than the routine picketii^ of 
state, and Central Government offices, 
there would be a "cycle march” in 
the villages on AprN ^ to popularise 
the movement. A “martial sound” 
would be given on AprU 30 by rick¬ 
shaws, cars and anything that came 
In handy. May 1st would be “peace 
and harmony” day when everrane 
would wear white badges and hoist 
white flags. A call was also given to 
surrender adl government awards by 
the recipients in Assam. A begin¬ 
ning has already been made in this 
with the return of a tamrapotra. 

After tbe previous day's victory, 
April 20, Sunday saw Gauhati city 
in a relaxed mood. Tbe mood in tbe 


state secretariat, Janata Bhavan'il 
control room was different. There wag ’'! 
intense preparation which found 
pression in a massive police mol^^ 
sation at the Chandmari crossing on 
the way to Narengi. The day’s agita- •, 
tion programme set the pace for the < 
next few days’ activity. From around i 
10 am groups would begin to emerge 
from neighbourhoods and siov^ . 
coalesce into a procession as the^' 
Chandmari crossing approached. At 
the crossing the procession would be 
stopped by a strong police coidoo. : 
There the people would squat on the ■ 
road about 200 yards R-om tbe cor¬ 
don and shout slogans intermittently... 
A good kilometre, before the oo^ ' 
ing, the road would be lined every -, 
few yards by little tables With jags 
of water and plastic glasses for the r 
thirsty. Crowds would gather on the 
roads. The atmosphere would va^ 
between one of festivity ai^ coofto 
sion, with an undercurrent of tension. 

On Sunday about 30,000 joined the 
procession. At around 2.30 pm pe» 
iplc in small groups went right up 
jto the police cordon and squatted 
,before it. Since this constituted a 
^violation of .sprtion 144 Cr PC, Which 
was in force, they courted arrest. 
The voluntary arrests were conduc¬ 
ted in a manner characteristic of tbe 
.agitation: Walk in through a notio¬ 
nal barrier, put your name down to 
record your arrest and walk out the 
other way. ft was all very peaceful, 
and organised. 

But the peace and the calm was 
not in evidence the next day, April 
21. For some reason people that day 
refused to end the squatting or court 
arrest. Thu: tension grew. People, 
mostly young men and women, sat 
on the road and shouted slogans, 
refusing to budge. The Depu^ (k>m- 
missioner pleaded with them for 
over an hour, but to no effect. The 
battle lines were clearly drawn. 
There were three cordons of police¬ 
men at distancc.s of a few yards from 
each other. Most of them were CRP 
and junior Assam Police ofliclals. 
Between the second and the last 
cordons a big thick coil of barbed 
wire flay stretched out. The helmeted 
poflicenien, with cane shields, lathis 
and leg guards were backed up by 
tcargas squads. 

First came the arrest of those sit¬ 
ting right in front, mostly women, 
but many more remained in the first 
few rows. Those arrested were put 
in buses which were parked behind 
the police cordons. From the bus 
windows the agitators flayed arms 
and shouted slogans, creating the 
false injpression that the polieg had 
their tormentors right behind them. 

A harassed DC went up and down 
tbe cordons trying to argue but was 
met with a volley of slogans and 
abuses. A.young mar. vyho had been 
arrested while talking to two of us 
and had managed to sneak behind 
the police lines, literallv broke down 
with emotion 'and cried. His friends 
took him away. 

The police finally went on the 
offensive at 2.45 pm. First there were 
the teargas shells. People had come 
well prepared with gunnv-bags and 
drums of water. They tried to grab 
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the flying shells with their gunny- 
bags and throw them in the water. 
In a scene reminiscent of the distur¬ 
bances on Calcutta’s College Stieet 
in 1966-67, some students threw a 
couple of shells back at the police, 
breaking the ranks of one of the 
cordons. The policemen ran to the 
streetside houses for water to splash 
on their eyes. The lathi charge was 
quite severe. People stumbled over 
each other and ran for cover. Some 
tripped and fell. 

Those who got the worst of the 
blows were women. Stones were pel¬ 
ted back at the police. Some ran 
into the wayside AIR compound with 
the police hot on their heels. Later 
a home guard at the AIR gate said 
that the lathis fell on him also. In 
minutes the area was turned into a 
battlefield with the police making 
forays into side streets from which 
small groups tried to creep up be¬ 
hind them. It was aflmost over in 15 
minutes. Chappals and crumpled 
durees on whicm i>eop1e had squatted 
lay in the dust on the road. A thorny 
bush by the roadside bad acquired 
the look of an unique collage. Little 
bits of women’s shawls of different 
weave and design, had stuck to it. 
Then came the wail of ambulances 
to carry the wounded away. Two 
boys who were badly injured and 
unaUe tp get up from the road were 
carried back to a police .jeep and 
administered first aid by policemen. 
A sub-inspector of the Assam Police 
showed me a hand bruised by a brick¬ 
bat and said: “We took the lead in. 
chasing the boys to save them from 
the CRP lathis and they abused us”. 
The day’s tally was 150 injured, 27 
^hospitalised, and three seriously in¬ 
jured. Many of the injured were wo¬ 
men. No police official could say how 
many teargas sheUs were fired. 


As we made a detour and emerged 
on the other side we saw a remarka¬ 
ble phalanx of lawyers in immacu-. 
late black and white, proceed stiffly 
in a TOW to join the demonstration. 
We came back at 8.30 pm to find 
people walking up in single file, 
“courting arrest”, turning back and 
some rejoining the queue in an end¬ 
less roundabout. A weary additional 
DC whom I had seen there in the 
afternoon, kept mumbfling, “Let’s 
stop it here”, as government officials 
took down names of those arrested 
by candlelight at a table in the mid¬ 
dle of the road. 

April 22 was the first day of the 
renewed agitation with picketing be¬ 
fore Government and public sector 
offices. The monsoon was in full 
swing. At the Chandmari crossing 
people squatted peacefully on both 
sides of the road. And in the after¬ 
noon they quietly courted arrest. 'The 
Government headquarters at Disbpur 
were deserted and in the rain they 
wore a sepulchral look. At 10.30 
the office of the Press Information 
Bureau (PIB) bad a lock hanging 
from it. Only the top brass had arri¬ 
ved. There were no pickets before 
these offices. A dry wit said there 
was no need for the picketing here, 
“for it was going on right in the 
homes”: The women wouldn’t let 
the men go to work. 

In fact, a notable feature of the 
Assam agitation has been the active 
role women are playing in it. The 
percentage of women in demonstra¬ 
tions rtnges between 60 and 30. Mid¬ 
dle-aged householders in private con¬ 
versation appear perplexed while 
they agree wich the basic aims of 
the movement. They are nevertheless 
mystined by the zeal with which their 
womenfolk have plunged into a pub¬ 
lic agiution as never before. Various 


explanations are offered. In any pea¬ 
ceful agitation a large number of 
women reduces the cnances of vio¬ 
lence on either side. Another theory 
is that in a very strongly male-domi¬ 
nated society, women have seized a 
chance to come into their own and 
work shoulder to shoulder with men. 

While the public agitation has been 
peaceful after the Naibari riots, there 
is always an undercurrent of tension. 
A state Congress (I) leader and MLA, 
Mr Hiteswar Saikia, was allegedly 
the target of a ^enade attack in 
which a man died. One version says 
that the grenade exploded in his 
hand, another that he died of a 
bullet wound. The car in which he 
was travelling to his hometown Na¬ 
zira, in Sibsagar district has been 
seized for forensic examination. In 
another inddent a CPI (M) MLA was 
attacked with lathis m Goalpara dis¬ 
trict. He had been organising resis¬ 
tance to the movement. Minority 
leaders have a bounded look about 
them. The threatening phone calls 
keep coming, they say. 

Tne hardening of stands on both 
sxles and the Intensification of the 
agitation has its real genesis in the 
unsuccessful meeting Mrs Gandhi 
had with the Gana Sangram Parisbud 
and AASU leaders in Gauhati on 
April 12. Her meeting with them 
was very short and lasted not more 
than 20 minutes. Not much of nego¬ 
tiation could have gone on, anyway. 
At the Press conference in Gauhati 
she gave the impression of being 
very firm on 1971. In a subsequent 
clarification she said that she did 
not discuss any cut-off year. A possi¬ 
ble fall-out of the fiasco of April 19 
may be the quick arrival of Mr H. C. 
Sarin as the prindpal adviser to the 
Gwemor. Wdl he repeat in Assam 
what he achieved in Telengana? ■ 
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internahonal report 


Battle of Bristol 

There could bet repurcussions elsewhere, 
reports TARAPADA BASU from London 


HE battle ol Uri&tol was 
fuuiibt oil April 2, three 
weeks before the first 
anitiver >ai v of Bta r 

_ Peach’s deutli. allcKedlv 

caused by pofict; brulalilv at South- 
all duriiiK/an anti racial demonstration 
on April 23 last year. The flare-up 
occurred alter a polioe raid on the 
Black and White cafe located on Bris¬ 
tol’s Grosvenor Hoad at 3.20 pm. The 
violent reaction of younit.stcrs, mustlv 
born in Britain of West Indian or 
mixc'd parentaKe, to the raiding poli¬ 
cemen ignited the battle and within 
minutes the situation was out of con¬ 
trol. The police abandoned the 
scene at 7 pin. An orgy of rioting 
and looting in the area followed: 19 
policemen and policewomen were 
Injured, polia’ patrol cars were over¬ 
turned and burned and buildings in¬ 
cluding a bank set on rirc. It was 
not until 11 p.m. the fir.st policeman 
entered the area and reinforccm.nts 
could reach only at about midnight. 
Twenty-one people, including whites, 
were arrested and accused of looting. 
Home Secretary William Whitelaw 
Immediately demanded a report from 
the police chief. In his emergen¬ 
cy statement in the House of Com¬ 
mons on April 3 bjfore MPs left for 
the Easter break, he said "all the 
evidence suggests that this was not 
in any sense a race-riot. 

In the orgy of violence, a mob of 
about 200 pelted policemen with 
stones, bricks and bottles. Then the 
looters moved in. Twenty-one 
people were arrested for offences 
involving stolen property and, 
public disorder. Losses are esti¬ 
mated at more than one millioiij 
pounds. Eyewitness reports con-. 
Armed what the chief constable or 
chief of Bristol Police, Brian Weigh, 
has said; the majority of those 
arrested were whites. These reports 
also conArmed thgt police provoca¬ 
tion was apparent. At the cafe 14 
policemen entered to question only 
four persons. Soon after, hundreds 
of blacks gathered outside the cafe. 
By then the police force had swelled 
to 80 men with police dogs and 
another 400 policemen were on stand¬ 
by call. The proprietor of the cafe 
had not been charged with any off¬ 
ence and had been remanded on bail. 
Yet ttv 2 police force went in to deal 
witti alleged offences under the Drugs 
Act and Licensing Act, accord,ng to 
police chief Weigh. He added: "We 
do these operations from time to 
time. They are routine. There were 
not too many policemen in the raid 
but local people objected to the pre¬ 
tence of police there." 

Rightwing Conservative MPs in- 
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William Whitelaw, Home Secretary 


eluding members of the Home Affairs 
committee have urged the Home 
Secretary to sack Weigh as they be¬ 
lieve he was “seriously at fault in 
allowing the creation in effect of a 
temporary ‘no-go area’ at the height 
of the disturbances". Polls conduct¬ 
ed for a television programme reveal¬ 
ed on April 10 that a deep distrust of 
the police exists among the people 
in some parts of the country, parti¬ 
cularly south London. Hostility to¬ 
wards the police was clearly' reffect- 
ed from replies to questions put to 
220 people of West Indian origin in 
Brixton of Greater London after the 
Bristol episode. In its coverpage pic¬ 
ture captioned "Bristol—latest" Lon¬ 
don’s satirical weekly Private Ev« 
dated April 11 published a picture of 
a line of policemen with one of them 
purportedly saying "Eeny Meeny,” 
the second, “Mlno Mo’’, the third 
"Catch a nigger by his toe” and the 
fourth “If he hollers, run like hell 1" 
Labour MP Arthur Palmer who went 
to Bristol to see the extent of damage 
in the area within his constituency 
said, “I have always been gyvare of 
the tension under the surface in this 
area. This was a confrontation bet¬ 
ween black youths and the authority 
rather than a Aght between black 
and whites. I think the police are 
in a cleft stick. They may be criticis¬ 
ed for faiding this cafe but if they 
had ignored it, they would have come 
under attack from the white popula¬ 


tion. Much 61 the rundown charac¬ 
ter of the area is due to the policies 
of local authorities. Council flats 
house a large number of black fami¬ 
lies who find themselves next door to 
other black families who pay less for 
their accommodation in the old teir- 


|UT the area has no race 
problems. The violence on 
April 2 was directed aga¬ 
inst the police," said one 

_lold resident of the area 

who has been here since the 
Thirties. Reverend Keith Kinler, an 
Anglican priest in the area said: "It 
was clear the needs of a significant 
minority in the community had been 
too long neglected”. He added "there 
is acute unemployment and poverty. 
People here feel the pressure of frus¬ 
tration, despair, anger and hassles”. 
Mr Weigh defended his decision to 
pull his men out for four hours be¬ 
cause : “The situation could have 
caused seridus injury to police and 
innocent bystanders after it became 
so ugly and violent”. He further 
added : “If the local people think we 
let them down, well, 1 understand 
their feelings. But we had to take 
this decision in the best interests of 
everyone.” 

In the absence of the police the 
area was virtually turned into “no-go 
area” and the looters from within 
the area and outside did their devas¬ 
tating jobs thoroughly for four hours. 
But the police claimed that it was 
not made into “a no-go area” as a 
policy. Racial Equality Commission 
chairman David Lane who visited the 
area said : “We are extremely sad 
this has happened. An inquiry might 
be h^ful. I want to get more ac¬ 
tion. 'There has been too much apathy 
6n the part of the nation. What hap¬ 
pened in Bristol could happen else¬ 
where in the country”. 

In London, police, social workers, 
and community . relations specialists 
believe that vvidespread disorder 
could occur. Person or persons res¬ 
ponsible for the death of Blair Peadi 
^n Southall have not yet been brought 
to book though the incident occurred 
jover a year ago. A walk is being or¬ 
ganised on April 27 to help the cause 
of anti-radalism for whldi Blair 
Peach gave his life In Southall. The’ 
Ireport of the unofficial committee of 
lenquiry established by the National 
Council for Civil Liberties to investi¬ 
gate Peach’s death on April 23. 1979 
Was published on April 22. 

A community liaison police officer 
said: “We are keeping our fingers 
crossed that the Bristol riots won't 
he repeated in London. We know 
from past experience that one inci¬ 
dent can trigger off fairly major 
trouble”. Since April 5, tbire !■ 
reported to be a growing rift between 
the Conservative Government' and 
Mme leading members of the Aslan 
and black communities over the Home 
Secreta^s decision to drop five 




tMinbers of the. Commission for Raci* 
b 1 EquaUty. Four of them are colour¬ 
ed and the fifth is Miss Gwen Rickus, 
whf^/has not been as critical of the 
GovOrof ,,mt’s immigration policies as 
her foul'non white colleagues. Some 
of the immigrant leaders have open¬ 
ly declared, “We have decided no 
other Asian or black will sit on the 
Commission. Anyone who does so 
will be treated like a leper in our 
community”. 

But there are others who are hop¬ 
ing to be nominated by the Home 
SecretarVi Commission’s chairman 
David Lane thought some of the reac¬ 
tions of the immigrant leaders were 
premature and overplayed. He hop¬ 
ed that Home Secretary Whiteiaw 
would appoint “an equivalent number 
of black and Asian commissioners 
who will be just as committed to the 
cause of racial justice as my five re¬ 
tiring colleagues to whose work 1 
wish to pay tributeVMr Lane, a form¬ 
er Conservative MP from Cambridge 
who was appointed chairman of the 
Commission by a past Labour Gover¬ 
nment has been as critical of Con¬ 
servative poUdes on some issues as 
his dropped colleagues have been. 
Those dropped did not ask for their 
•retirement’. Mr Lane is therefore 
having difficulties in explaining the 
action of the Home Secretary and to 
justify his own position as he was 
appointed before them. 

On April 8 Pakistan-born barrister' 
Kadri accused a High Court judge of 
radal bias and asked him to step 
down as chairman of a tribunal hear¬ 
ing charges against another coloured 
barrister. But after conferring in 
private with other tribunal members. 
Mr Justice Parker said he would con¬ 
tinue and denied that he was racial¬ 
ly prejudiced. The disdplinary tribu¬ 
nal was held by the senate of the 
Inns of court and the bar against 42- 
year-old Mr Rahasya Rudra Narayan 
who practises in Birmingham. He 
denied four charges of conduct un¬ 
becoming of a barrister and two of 
professional misconduct. Guyana- 
born Narayan bad insisted on a public 
hearing and this is believed to be the 
first open trial of a barrister in 200 
years. The hearing was frequently 
interrupted by about 100 demonstra¬ 
tors in the Grays Inn quadrangle who 
shouted “We object to Parker” and 
“Racist Parker out, out", Mr Kadri 
who is Narayan’s counsel, skid the 
charges arose out of a letter he wrote 
to the president of the Birmingham 
Law Sodety. This alleged that black 
prisoners were being denied their 
right to select barristers of their 
choice and that the attitude of some 
Birmingham solidtors-sprang from 
"a radst philosophy.” 

Tte Easter holidays — from Friday 
April 4 to Monday April 7—ended 
with scores of arrests at seaside re¬ 
sorts and football matches. All poli¬ 
ce leave was cancelled and reinfor¬ 
cements were brought from nearby 
areas to seaside areas. Those who 
created disturbances and smashed 
shop windows and public property 
were described by the police as “tra¬ 
ditional holiday mob” mostly from 
London. In one seaside resort alone. 



Margaret Thatcher with V. B. Chavan 


damage to shop windows and other 
properties totalled thousands of 
pounds and fines of about ten thou¬ 
sand pounds were imposed by a spe¬ 
cial court set up to deal with those 
arrested. Shopkeepers bian> 2 d the 
gangs who blamed the police who 
blamed the Civil Rights supporters. 
All these, however, did not get even 
a remotely racial interpretation, but 
Bristol stood out as an example of ra¬ 
dal confrontation even though the 
Hoipe Secretary and others main¬ 
tained that < it was not really “race 
riots.” 

Some Conservatives and Labourites 
may argue that a section of West 
Indian youth — estranged ^-om their 
famiUes—rejected approaches by the 
police in Bristol where it had been 
authoritatively 'claimed that good re¬ 
lations existed between the blades 


and the police because these youths 
have “subculture with a substantial 
criminal fringe”. So the police were 
not dealing with the black immi¬ 
grants but “the irreconcilable worst 
group of those immigrants”. 

But the radst fringe of the Bri¬ 
tish people and the police—saverai 
of them returned from Britain’s for¬ 
mer colonies—do not treat the colour¬ 
ed humanly or as equal to the white. 
But ail these elements are a fair 
minority in contrast with the large 
majority of law-abiding fair-minded 
and liberal Britons. This contrasting 
picture of race relations in Britain is 
before tbe authorities, but those In 
vantage positions who hold differing 
attitudes should changO notes and get 
together if they do not want to see 
a repetition of the battle of Bristol 
“Isewhere. ■ 
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A colourless scheme 

SAUMITRA 8ANERJEE reports from Delhi on the colour TV controversy 



The TV antennae for Satellite Instructional Television Experiment (SITE), 
' which introduced television to rural areas, far agrtcuUural education. A 
Planning Commission sub-group said in a report : “...adding colour has 
a great impact; it reproduces nature as it exists...*’ 


lOUR years aKo, V. C. 
Shiikla’s proposal for the 
introduction of colour 
TV was turned down by 
-1 Mrs Gandhi’s Govern¬ 
ment. But the controversy started 
anew when in the beginninK of 
March., the Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting. Mr Vasant 
Sathe, declared while releasing a 
colour TV set developed by Weston; 
that : "Colour television is no 

luxury". ThouRh people in the 
electronics industry argue in favour 
of the introduction of colour TV, Its 
role in the overall development of 
the electronics industry, as it exists 
in India today, has to be assessed. 

According to the recommendations 
ot a Planning Commission sub group, 
"As a further advancement of tele¬ 
vision technology, colour television 
has been playing a prominent part 
in recent years. As in well known, 
adding colour has a great impact; it 
reproduces nature as it exists. Psy¬ 
chologically, when colour is added to 
a visual scene, it adds a new dimen¬ 
sion to perception. This has been re¬ 
cognised in almost all countries of 
the world where television has al¬ 
ready established itself in a big wav. 
Even in developing couiitiies where 
television is being iiitroduced. the 
emphasis is going straight on colour 
’elevision. This technological mar- 
/cl has to be taken note of for gradu¬ 
al introduction of colour television in 

pur national TV .system.Colour 

Itelcvsion is one signiricant segment 
of coasunier electronics area which 
is experiencing exponential growth 
in the world market. Also in view 
of the prospect of obsolescence of 
black and white technology and the 
inherent impact of colour TV over 
black and white, the sub-committee 
.recommends that at least an experi¬ 
mental programme on colour TV 
transmission and recentton may be 
envisaged." 

At present, the cheapest black and 
white television set which costs ab¬ 
out Rs 2,500 has about Rs 200 worth 
of imported components. Roughly, 
one out of every three TV seta has 
imported picture tubes. Those who 
are arguing in favour of colour TV 
say that with the increase in the 
production of colour TV all over the 
world, the demand for black and 
white components has shrunk. Its 
production has gone down and its 
price up. Beside, most countries 
have stopped manufacturing . bla^ 
and white components. And aince the 
demahd for television in Indie Is not 
much, it would become uneconomical 
for Indiq to manufacture these com¬ 
ponents. Besides, some of the com¬ 
ponents' wc have to buy for the black 
and white television, Uka video tape 


recorders (VTR), are colour compa¬ 
tible. Again. India has agreements 
with at least 25 countries for the ex¬ 
change of TV programmes. But since 
India cannot offer any colour pro¬ 
grammes in exchange, it has not been 
ab'e to avail of- this opportunity. 
Therefore the argument put forward 
.is that India should advance techno- 
loiricallv. and this could possibly be 
achieved with the introduction of 
colour TV. The export markets 
would widen—the market for black 
and white TV is virtually non-exis¬ 
tent n''w wltlj the proliferation of 
colour TV. And India cou'd compete 
In the world market. Said S. T. 
Vachani. Managing Director of Wes¬ 
ton Electronics, the manufacturers 
of Weston 'TV : "Television is bast- 
raMv a labour-oriented product. In 
India labour 1$ very cheap. Nearly 
one-twentieth of a country like 
Japan. 

“There Is therefore a lot of poten¬ 
tial for the manufacture and growth 
,of colour TV In India. And If we turn 


to co'our TV. then we ran go in for 
laree-.'cale exports. Colour television 
r!»n also s“rve educetlonal purposos 
mere onmoetcntlv than black and 
w^lte. It is more anpealing and 
therefore more retentive, and for 
and medicine It is mud) more 
he.»ofiii when von can .see the col¬ 
our of ehemlcal.” 

But this Is onlv one aide of the 
pirture. It Is e<.sential to g«aes» the 
costs.Involved in the prodtiction of a 
colour TV set. A colour TV set when 
proouced would cost about Rs 
lO.UUU and initially at least, all 
spocinc colour components would 
have to be imported. Even when 
colour components orp manufactured 
in India, It is eaclmated that a colour 
TV set would cost no lass tnoa Rs. 
,7,QUO. Again, In India a blu^ and 
white Tv set costs tttrice as much is' 
a television sot sold in otnar south¬ 
east Asiin countries. 

'The chances, therefore, of selling 
colour TV sets at relatively low pepu- 
es to capture the export market «ra 






dim. Besides, a question wnich aris¬ 
es is : Wiien other Indian electro¬ 
nic products like cassette recorders, 
radios and transistors cannot com¬ 
pete in the international market and 
there is a need to improve the quali¬ 
ty of the products, what guarantee 
is there that colour television recei¬ 
vers would have an international 
market? 

As far as the domestic market is 
concern^, no survey so far has been 
conducted on the number of people 
who would go in for colour televi¬ 
sion. The number, in any case, would 
not be substantial. In a country like 
India, where the vast majority ol 
the people cannot aifuixl a black and 
white television set, colour television 
would hardly have a widespread im¬ 
pact. This is more so in the rural 
areas where there is no electricity 
even to operate the set. Unless, of 
course, as Mr Vachani suggested: 
“If you don’t have electricity, use 
batteries”. This unfortunately is rath¬ 
er unlikcli. 

Besides, little can be done to re¬ 
duce the cost of a colour television 
set. Bven though the Information 
and Broadcasting Minister has said 
that “colour TV is no luxury” yet 
black and white television sets, 
radios, and cassette recorders are re¬ 
garded ss luxury items and fall un¬ 
der the luxury tax bracket. There 
is little justitication and no reason 
why colour television should be ex¬ 
empted from this tax. Even Mrs 
Gandhi's Emergency Goverijmcnt re¬ 
cognised the exorbitant cost of a 
'colour television set. In September, 
1976, under V. C. Shukla, the then 
Minister for Information and Broad¬ 
casting, a committee had been set up 
ito explore the possibilities of intro¬ 
ducing colour television in India, "rhe 
committee had recommended experi¬ 
mental colour transmission of one- 
hour duration and advised that pro¬ 
grammes like Krishi Darshan and 
educational and children’« program¬ 
mes be given priority. But one rea¬ 
son why the idea was shelved was 
the cost of the colour television set. 
It was then ostimated that a colour 
television set would cost about Rs 
15,000 and would therefore be be¬ 
yond the buying capacity of most 
teieyi,$ioa. .viewers. 

I The initial investment will be 
huge. The studios for example con¬ 
sist of cameras, telecine equipment 
and VTR. The VTO has to be impoi- 
ted and 70 per cent of the rest is 
maijufactured in India. With the in¬ 
troduction of colour Tv more new 
UMuifMnent will have to be imported. 
The black and white camera, which 
costs about Rs seven lakhs would 
have to be replaced by the colour 
camera which would cost around Rs 
10 lakhs. And the colour teledne 
equipment costs twice as much as 
the black and white equipment. To 
set up a Mack and white television 
[Studio it costs about Rs -five crores, 
whereas to Instal a new colour tele¬ 
vision studio it would coat an addi¬ 
tional crore. Besides, new wardrobes 
1^ sets will have to be set up and 
the Hinting faeWtiea impnnrea. The 
programme nc oduftto n coat wottl4. 


move up from about Rs 8,000 pei 
hour to about Rs 15,000. Main¬ 
tenance too has to be taken into 
acoouni. . For example, in the 

Delhi station, the maintenance 
cost would move ' up from ab¬ 
out Rs 1 crore a year to about Rs 2 
crores. Besides, Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL) Ls producing most of 
the equipment necessary for the 
transmission of “black and white” 
programmes. With the introduction 
of colour TV, all colour equipment 
would have to be imported. 

The amount invested in colour 
television could very well be invest¬ 
ed in other spheres of the electro¬ 
nics industry. Telephone lines could 
be improved. The entire telephone 
system in India consists of outdated 
equipment. And improvement in this 
sphere is more important as it aff¬ 
ects a larger section of society. The 
emphasis should be more on impro¬ 
ving the state of existing ek-ctronio 
goods, rather than go in fur colour 
te]cvi.sion immediatelv. After all, is 
it not more necessary to have better 
black and white television sets be¬ 
fore going in for colour television ? 
In rural India, there arc no faciliti¬ 
es even for the repair of transistors 
and radios. 

The electronics revolution, the 
most important technological break¬ 
through since world war II, has by¬ 
passed India. The output of India’s 
electronics industry is only 44 per 
cent of the global output and a 
fraction of the output of Third World 
countric.s like Brazil, South Korea 
and Taiwan. The annual rate of 
growth of the value o.f output over 
the past ten years has been less 
than half the rate in the rest of the 
world. People in the industry feel 
that the blame for this should go to 
the Electronics Commission (EC) and 
the Department of Electronics (DOE). 
They say that the policies of these 
organisations have led to stagnation 
in the electronics indastry. Especi¬ 
ally, since they are based on the 
as.sumption that a high technology 
industry which has witnessed major 
technological breakthroughs every 
few years, can reach a competitive 
level in complete isolation from the 
rest of the world and within the do¬ 
mestic market. This, in the case of 
India is extremely limited. The 
strurtpre of duties, the critics feel, 
imposed by the EC and the DOE, is 
irrational as the import of raw mate¬ 
rials and components is discouraged 
while assemblies and finished go^s 
encouraged since they are subject to 
lower rates of duty. This has led to 
la lack of incentives to develop in- 
digenou.«lv and a consequent cripp¬ 
ling of the industry. 

However! the Sondhi Committee, 
which was .set up to review the en¬ 
tire electronics policy and organisa¬ 
tional set-up and recommend chang¬ 
es has prepared a report which en¬ 
visages the scrapping of the EC as it 
considers the EC to be verv restric¬ 
tive. The committee has recommen¬ 
ded lowering of duties, liberal and, 
duty-free Import of second-hand 
machines end simoliflcation of im¬ 
port procedures. Save the report* 


•'Unfortunately, the Indian .scene in 
electronics, even after two decades, 
is marked bv a .«low rate of growth. 
Production In 1978-79 was an'lnsigni- 
ficaiit share of the global production. 
This is unfortunate as the most im¬ 
portant of all resources in this fteid 
IS possessed by this country; namely' 
an aPundance of skilled and em¬ 
ployable manpower and a high deg 
ree of technological competence." 
Un the licensing policy for the 
electronics industry it says: “A c»'itl- 
cal analysis of the present status ot 
the electronics industry in the cxiun 
try shows that the investment, prp 
diiction and employment gcneiatiun 
have not been as high as expected 
paitiv because of the elaborate 
tructure for screening and rigid con- 
lul un all matters connected with 
.the licensing or expansion of new 
I'apabilitics and approval of projects 
ill this sector. In other sectors of the 
industry, the regime of industrial 
control has kept puce, at least to 
some extent, with changing needs 
and has been progressively relaxed, 
ill electronics, on the other hand, the 
emphasis so far seems to have been 
mure on regulatory rather than on 
developmental and promotional as¬ 
pects. For example, the General In¬ 
dustrial Policy provisions regarding 
automatic growth diversification and 
liberalisation of investment procedur¬ 
es and maximum utilisation of in¬ 
stalled capacity for units coming 
within the ambit of licensing do not 
seem to have applied to the electro¬ 
nics sector as vigorously as in other 
areas”. 

rhe Sondhi Committee report, 
however, neither identifies the basic 
.•strategy of electronics development 
in India nor the fields where 
thic industry could maximise its ad¬ 
vantages and make a thrust into the 
world market. And as one insider 
commented, “The Sondhi Committee 
report provides just the bare mini- 
mums. Even if the report is imple¬ 
mented, India will not be having ad¬ 
vanced technology." 

In view of this it is clear that the 
Government is not likely to take a 
hasty decision. As the Information 
and Broadcasting Minister recently 
'said in Parliament while replying to 
:a question on colour television, ''No 
decision has yet bden taken to intro¬ 
duce colour television nor has any 
project been prepar^ for this pur¬ 
pose. However, keeping in view the 
fact that colour TV technology has 
replaced black and white techno¬ 
logy in most parts of the world, it 
is proposed to examine the potenti- 
alitic,s, keeping in view the cost, 
manufacturing capabilities and the 
technical requirements of both trans¬ 
mission and reception". 

But the question is : If we are to 
move towards new technological 
frontiers, would the introduction of 
colour television Help substantially ? 
What is important is not the intro¬ 
duction of colour television which in 
the Indian context would be an iso¬ 
lated phenomenon, but an overall, 
balance growth of the electronics 
industry and a thorough review of the 
Goynrnment’s policy on electronics. ■ 
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EXPERIENCE 


Happy trouble-shooting 


-- lOME people may be 

'itware that The Sea 
Wolves, wndcb recently 
completed an 1 l-week 
l .nhooting schedule in 
Ucihi and Goa, is the hrst major 
international nlni to be shot almost 
entirely in India durinit the past dc- 
caoe and a hail. Ine antipathy of tne 
inoian government to foreign film¬ 
makers since the overblown encoun¬ 
ters with the ill-fated Nme Hours to 
Rama and Louis Malle’s television 
scries on Inuia, is a matter of com¬ 
mon knowledge. 

'What magical charisma, therefore, 
did the proaucers of The Sea Wolves 
need to successfully manoeuvre -their 
way through the labyrinthine corri¬ 
dors of power to be allowed to -set 
up so outrageously ambitious a pro¬ 
ject in India? 

"None”, says Euan Llyod, the Bri¬ 
tish producer of tne Him. “Absolutelv 
none. 

"Certainly”, he adds, “some of your 
procedures are cumbersome, time- 
consuming and, to us, inexplicable. 
However, once we agreed to oomplv 
with all the rules—and there were 
many—we were allowed to bnng in 
and take out all our equipment and 
personnel without any problem”. 

What exactly are the chronological 
procedures and logistics involved in 
making a foreign him in India with 
special reference to The Sea Wolves? 

"The first step”, says Harold Buck, 
associate producer of the film, “is to 
submit the script for approval to the 
Ministry of Information and Broad- 
cisting together with a proposed 
schedule of dates, durations, loca¬ 
tions, broad requirements, etc.” 
However, approval of the script is— 
as the Americans say—^merely a tic¬ 
ket to the ball game. It doesn’t 
necessarily guarantee a seat at the 
show. Minutely detailed lisU toge¬ 
ther with accurate valuations of 
every item of equipment the produc¬ 
tion company was Ijkely to need 
through its 11-week sr^edule in India 
had to be submitted to the Finance 
Ministry many months in advance. 
No item, however small, would be 
allowed to pass through the fine 
toothcomb of the Customs authori¬ 
ties unless included in this prelimi¬ 
nary list. 

Furthermore, separate lists were 
required of ‘Equipment’ a# opposed 
to ‘Expendables’ (i.e. statumery, 
light bulbs, camera tape, make-up, 
chalk, etc.) on which t.hgre is a puni> 
tive duty of 120 per cent. As a mat¬ 
ter of incidental interest the even¬ 
tual freight of the him sent to Delhi 
weighed in at ten and a half tons— 
of which two and a half Jkilograms 
ai^unted for the aforesaid list it¬ 
self. 

In order to escape paying an im¬ 
possible amount of duty oa equip- 


By ASHA BHANJDEO 


ment worth several hundred thou¬ 
sand dollars, the production company 
cither had to secure an import 
liccncx; — a process for which one 
lifetime has been known to be in¬ 
sufficient — or to obtain a mystical 
mantra known amongst the enlight¬ 
ened as a TBKE — Tourist Baggage 
for Re-Export certificate. Separate 
TBREs were iXMjuirtd for each port 
of entry, in this case two, Bombay, 
Delhi. Goods brought in under a 
TBRE are exempt from import duty. 
All items brought into the country 
under a TBRE certificate must be en¬ 
tered on somebody’s passport. The 
jiroduction company was therefore 
obliged to ‘distribute’ its massive con¬ 
signment among the passports of a 
few of its unit members who were 
then in the -somewhat odd position of 
being unable to leave the country—or, 
for that matter, their jobs—^for any 
reason whatsoever before completion 
of the film, unless they took a large 
part ol the equipment with them! 

However, if script approval is a 
ticket to the ball game, a TBRE 
merely instructs the usher to direct 
you to your seat. The show Irf yet to 
begin. Customs officials at each port 
of entry now had to be persuaded 
that the precious 'iBREs obtained 
actually meant what the alphabetical 
permutations (xmveyed: a somewhat 
lormidable task as most of us can 
feelingly testify. Once the Customs 
officials agreed to accept tihe TBREs 
—can this now be said to be the 
happy end of the line? ‘‘Not yet”, 
says Harold Buck. “Actually, this is 
the point at which we really knelt 
down and prayed”. 

Lists of requiremodts hod been 
prepared in faraway London many 
months back. Each department h^ 
been given strict instructions with 
regard to ‘Equipment’ and ‘Expend- 
abies* which needed to be listed and 


Roger Moore and Barbara Kellerman, 
in a scene 



packed separately as per Indian regu¬ 
lations. If one ^gle ‘Expendable’ 
happened to have found its way by 
mistake into a crate marked ‘Equi^ 
ment’ there could, literally, be hell 
to pay. And there were over 1,000 
crates to contend with! “However,” 
says Harold Buck, “by the grace of 
somebody up there, there were no 
mistakes and our ten and a half tons 
of freight were cleared by Delhi 
Customs in the record and gratifying 
time of only two days.” 

Special rules necessarily apply to . 
the Import of raw stock which is 
neither equipment nor an expenda- 
abie. The producers were allowed to 
import their requirement free of dutv 
provided every foot of film imported 
—used, unused, discarded or wasted' 
including end bits — waa accounted 
for and eventually taken out of the 
country. The film’s 'rushes’ flown to 
London every day for processing, 
therefore, left in sealed Ixixes past¬ 
ed down with more vital statistics 
than those of a double line of chorus 

? :irls. The same procedure had to be 
ollowed for rolls of film for still 
photographs. 

And now. with cast, crew, equip¬ 
ment, expendables and raw stock 
safely in the country, the producers 
prepared to face the trickiest prob¬ 
lem of them all: the import of 
large quantities of arms, ammuni¬ 
tion, explosives, squibs, etc (albeit, 
dummies) needed for the film’s ac¬ 
tion sequences. Since the hardware 
came from both the USA and the 
UK, permission had to be obtained 
from the dvil aviation authorities of 
both countries to carry the consign¬ 
ment on oommerdal airliners of the 
two countries. Sanctions were then 
needed from this country to bring 
the hardware into Indian airports 
and to offload it on to Indian soil. 
Once in Bombay, the cargo had to 
te placed in the custody of the locgl 
police and was tak^n awav by them 
under heavy escort for storage under 
police guard. Similar procedures hnd 
to be ioilowed in order to transpoiT 
the arsenal to Goa where it remaiiu-d 
in police custody until required fot 
use under daily police supervision 
Since guns are listed as ‘Equipment’ 
but ammunition and explosives come 
under ‘Expendables’ and as such 
charged with heavy duty, much ol 
the ti^earm-fodder was purth.ised in 
India. 

It certainly says a great deal, not 
only for the meticulouo planning and 
persistence of the film unit but also 
tor the genuine cooperation of the 
many authorities in India that in 
spite of the horrifying mileage ol 
red tape and the marathon paper- 
chases involved. The Sea Wolves 
actually manag^ to start filming 
dead, on schedule on November 23 
laist with David Niven and Trcvoi 






Iluwitid IricinK the camera on a 
crowded .street m Delhi not far from 
Kashriiere Date. 

Aftei the two weeks in Delhi 
came another major headache — the 
massive logistical problem ol pack¬ 
ing and tran.sporting ten and a half 
tons of valuable equipment and ex¬ 
pendables, over 300 pieces of person- 
Hf baggage and a cast and crew ol 
over 100 half wav acros.s the countrv 
to Goa with minimum los.s of time. 
The initial plan to tran.sport all 
hcavv equipment by road inside the 
trucks which housed it, was hastily 
abandoned when it was discovered 
that a straightforward lourncv of 
four or live days could take up to 30 
due to the numerous — and often 
argumentative and expensive — 
check points and octroi wsts along 
the road from ITelhi to Goa. Further¬ 
more, although transporting person¬ 
nel by scheduled flights would cer¬ 
tainly be cheaper, the time lost in an. 
ovei night stop in Bombav and in the 
temperamental uncertainties of 
Indian Airlines’ schcdule.s, were con- 
sideied too hazardous in ternK ot 
possible dela.v'S 

Eventually, empt.v equipment 
truck.s were despatched bv road 
while the dismantled equipment it¬ 
self was llovvn to Goa partly by 
scheduled Airbus and partly bv 
chartered Viscount. The ca-st, crew. 
offi(: 5 .''per.sonnel and personal bag- 
ga|j|-,'ijlew to Goa direct from Delhi 
uvS'Chartercd Indian Aiilines Boeing 

ffle last shot went in the can in 
.D«9t>i„At 5 pm on Friday, December 


7. The first shot in Goa was taken 
at 10 am on Tuesday, December 11, 
les.s than four da.ys later — a re- 
iiiaikable feat of organisation, disci¬ 
pline and professionalism in an in¬ 
dustry which operates on the maxim 
that time is. indeed, money- 

The move from Eielbi to Goa put 
tnc production company back bv 
.ilmost Bs. four lakhs. The 737 char- 
Ici alone is said to have cost in the 
region of Hs 90,000 an hour of flying 
tune. 

I he Sea Wolves had a total of 61 
days of filming and was completed 
cvactlv on schedule, almost to the 
hour, on February 5 in Goa. “Part of 
the credit”, says producer £uan 
Lloyd, "must go to the magniAcent 
Goa sun. I have never filmed ahv- 
where else in the world where there 
IS guaranteed sunshine for so many 
cxm.secutive days with no interfer¬ 
ence from the weather”. 

What special undertakings, If as.v, 
did the iilm company have to give 
the government before permission to 
film in India was granted? The ans¬ 
wer is, none. Gertain things are, of 
course, taken for granted. It was 
understood that the unit would pat¬ 
ronise Air India as much as possi¬ 
ble. Emplovmcnt of Indian personnel 
and expenditure of a large amount 
of foreign exchange are also inevi¬ 
table. The total amount of money 
brought into the country is estima¬ 
ted III the region of two million 
dollars. Certainly, the unit's daily 
expenditure ran into around Rs. two 
lakhs per day. 


In fact, contrary to what most 
people believe, the conditions the 
Indian government imposes on all 
lilmmakers of foreign origin, are not 
only minimal but also reasonable and 
easily fulfilled. Film producers have 
to sign a bond with the peserve Bank 
as to the total value of the goods 
brought in. The bond is cancelled 
once the unit leaves the country. The 
I & B Ministry appoints one of its 
oHicials as the governmental ‘watch¬ 
dog’ on the set to ensure that the 
appioved script is adhered to and 
that the film contain* nothing that 
might be considered derogatory to 
the country. Finally, the completed 
flim must be shown to an Indian 
diplomatic mission abroad. 

Has it all been worth it—the red 
tape, the paperwork, the yearlong 
preparations, the delays, the uncer¬ 
tainties, the headaches and the 
hassles? “Most definitely”, says Euan 
Lloyd. “India has proved easier to 
film in than many other countries. In 
fact, I hope that other foreign film¬ 
makers will follow our example. 
Perhaps your procedures need to be 
simplified and the uncertainties need 
to be ironed. out but if foreign film 
producers behave themselves and 
obey thg laws of the land with 
strictness. I have no doubt they will 
receive the same warmth and co¬ 
operation that we did". 

So, the next time you feel weight¬ 
ed down with the burdens of bureau¬ 
cracy while waiting in a queue at a 
rationing office—don’t complain. It 
could be much worse. * 






Soviets 
blundered in 
Afghanistan 

By MADHU LIMAYE 


T " "IHE situation m West Asia has been steadily 
deteriorating in the last two years. The pro¬ 
cess of detatcning Sadat’s Egypt from the 
Soviet orbit, wnicb was initiated % the United 

_IStates Secretary of State, Mr Henry Kissinger, 

was given a fresh impetus by President Carter. This led 
to the strengthening of the American posKion in the 
northern sector of West Asia. However, the bastion of 
US strategy—Shah's Iran—began to disintegrate even 
whUle fresh progress was made by the Americans in 
bringing about “rapprochement" between Egypt and 
Israel. The revolt of the Iranian people against the Shah 
regime assumed massive proportions in 1978 resulting 
linaiW in the overthrow of Snah's absolute monarchy. Iran 
has been in turmoil ever since. The foundation of the 
Amencan strategic plan, based on the feverish arms 
build up in the Gulf region, collaps^ overnight. 

Hie Iranian revolution was fuelled by many in¬ 
gredients, the dominant being the revival of Islamic 


tundamentaiism the Shia sect. The Uberafl an^‘ 
Marxist elemmits were Mso important gs far as the, 
iiiuustrial working class, rural poor and middle clast! 
were concerned. While the struggle for supremacy 
within the badly fragmented Iranian polity continues it 
is difficult to say what the find outcome vyould be. But. 
it is Clear that this crisis has had repercussions not only 
in Iran but in the neighbouring states also. The various] 
nationalities in Iran like the Kurds, Azarbaijanis, Turks,'j 
Arabs and Baluchis belong to the Si^i sect and the Shigi 
fundamentalist upsurge has not reconciled these re-] 
calcitrant minority groups to the Tehran authorities. In ^ 
the southern oiA bearing Kbuzistan region the Sunni Arab8'"j 
arc in a majority and their uifntion had paralysed Iran’s : 
oil production for a long time. Neighbouring Iraq—in 
which are located the main pilgrim centres of the Shias^ 
—has an overall Sunni majoriW- However, among the^ 
Arab speaking pe<H>le in that country, Sbias constitute g" 
majority. Iraq is obviously auffering from the spillover 
etfects of shattering events in Iran. 

Under the Shah, Iran not only maintained relations 
with Israel, the monarchist regime generally pursued an 
auti-Arab policy. The smaller Sheikns feared annexation 
by Iran. The Palestinian Liberation Organisation has now 
won an important ally in the new Iran. To that extent 
the Amencan gains in the northern sector have been off¬ 
set uji turmoil in thp Gulf region. 

TMv turmoil has other side etfects also. In the oil; '■ 
bearing states there is a vigorous drive against the im* 
migrants and large scale expulsion of immigrants will 
have an adverse effect on the economies of the neighbour¬ 
ing states, including India and Pakistan. We arc running a 
Iradd delicH, and decrease in remittances and further 
rise in crude oil prices will be a severe blow to our people. 








The Iranian crisis compQetely unsettled the Americans 
and they began to review their strategy in the Indian 
Ocean area. Several new proposals were made such as 
the creation of a credible Rapid Development Force and 
establishment of an independent Fifth Fleet on Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean. Anyway, the American 
hostages crisis led to a massive naval build up bv the 
Dnjted States with a counter build up by the Soviet 
Union, fiistability and insurgency in Afghanistan have 
produced several Afghan regimes within a short space oi 
time. Mr Daoud's republic regime was replaced bv Mr 
Tarakki. Mr Tarakki was in turn overthrown by Mr Amin 
and, after the massive intervention by t^ie Soviet troops, 
Mr Amin himself was liquidated and a new regime of 
Mr Babrak Karmal installed in his place. The social 
base of the successive Afghan governments has been 
progressively narrowing and the consequent uncertainty 
has aggravated. 

While there is no need to overdraw 4he similarity 
between increasing American involvement in Vietnam in 
the Sixties with the deepening Soviet involvement in 
Afghanistan—after all Afghanistan has a common land 
frontier with the Soviet Union—it seems to me that the 
military intervention of the Soviet .tfnion is a blunder of 
the first magnitude. However, one can easily perceive 
why the Soviets blundered into this situation. The events 
in Iran had caused deep anxiety in the Soviet ruling 
circles. TTiey feared that their own Muslim republics 
would get infected by the religious revival in the Islamic 
world. The Soviet defence forces were afraid that Islamic 
fundamentalists as well as the American intelligence net¬ 
works would not mily create more trouble in Afghanistan 
but set up a hostile regime there. 

While representatives of Pakistan have stoutly denied 
that the Afghan refuge^ in Pakistan are being trained 
by Pakistani authorities, the provocative speedies made 
by President Carter’s National Adviser, Mr Brxeziiuki, in 
the presence of Pakistani anthorities in the Afghan re 
fugee camps Show that the Americans are determined- to 
use these, refugees for mounting a guerSla warfare. While 
h is unthinkable that the Pakistani President would pro¬ 
voke a direct military clash with the Soviet Union, he 
is aever enough to see that'the current Afghan aisi.,. 
wl]^ increasing tension and escalating military conllici 
in the, area, has provided him with a golden oppoitunity 
to strengthen his own internal position. In the name of 


external danger he has already effectively ailenced the 
opposition forces: the elections in Pakistan have Ixmn 
-in^mitelv postponed. Hie crisis ha.s also opened up the 
a‘“5 pr«^"Fridav.‘-Dccembcr lakhs per nay. 


possibility of Pakistan receiving massive military and 
economic aid from the United States and its allies with¬ 
out Pakistan’s having to modify its nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gramme. The Pakistani President is bound iA exploit his 
new opportunities to the fullest extent possible. 

All this has adversely affected the security environment 
of India. W’c in India have to take our stand prima. 
from the point of view of (a) preserving our national 
independence; (b) strengthening the integrity of the 
nation and (c) ensuring our national security. In the 
last 32 yeais the Americans have been pursuing a policy 
which has very little regard for the interests and sus¬ 
ceptibilities of the Indian people. Whoever is the Pre¬ 
sident and whichever Party he belongs to, there has been 
an amazing consistency in the American policy towards 
India. 


^ HILE trying to understand the possible Soviet 
motives in moving troops into Afgnanistan 
amt defending India’s security imeresls we 
must take note of the following: 

(a) that there has been a massive induc¬ 
tion of the Soviet fmees in Afghanistan; (b) tnat these 
troops have crossed the frontiers of an independent 
sovereign state; (c) that the argument about invitation is 
neither here nor there, the fact being that the Soviets 
were actuated by purely security considerations; (d) that 
unlike India’s Bangladesh operations Soviet military in¬ 
tervention is not going to be of a short duration and that 
Soviet troops are likely to remain in Afghanistan for a 
very long time; (e) that Soviet intervention has provided 
a vretKct for the Americans to step up their military and 
naval build up in the Gulf and Indian Ocean area; (f) that 
the American presence in the first instance had notliing 
to do with nor was it provoked by the Afghan crisb; it 
had been there tor a’ long time and had been increased 
in response to the collapse of their military bastion in 
Iran; (g) that the American hostages crisis, the threat of 
a blocade of Iran, the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan 
and the American response to this event have all revived 
the cold war and have incriiased the area of military 
conflict; (h) that the danger of an unstable Pakistan arm¬ 
ing itself to the hilt constitutes a grave threat for India’s 
security; (i) that the Americans are over-reacting delibe¬ 
rately because tough postures heflp President Carter 
secure re-election in the fall this year; and finally (j) that 
its West European allies, except Britain, are cool to the 
American efforts to overheat the situation. 

It is against this background that India will have to 


formuOate its policy. This policy, I think, should be 
based on hard-beaded reaHism. There is no scope for 
emotional outbursts of any kind. To whip up an anti- 
Soviet hysteria would in no way advance India’s security 
interests. To launch an emotional outburst against the 
United States will also not help much. 

The second point I would like to make is that the 
approach to the Afghan devellopments, milHary build up 
in the Indian Ocean and the pouring of massive arms 
into Pakistan should not be made a political Party issue. 
India’s internal economic problems are very grave. The 
poUitical problems, especially in the north-east, are also 
very serious. There is enough ammunition for internal 
controversy in this. There is no need to extend this 
Party conflict to the field of national security. I would 
therefore like a national policy to be evolved in regard 
to the West Asian crisis. It is the duty of the Govern¬ 
ment to take the opposition into confidence. The opposi¬ 
tion must also desist from the temptation of making 
Afghanistan an issue of Party strife; there is no mileage 
to be derived either for the Government or for the 


opposition. 

The next point that I would like to make is that 
disapproving of the Soviet military build-uj^ in Afghanis* 
tan and the American military build-up in the Gulf and 
the Indian Ocean area by themselves do not constitute 
a viable policy. The intensification of the cold war and 
the extension of the area conflict win not increase 
India’s security. On the contrary, the danger of Pakistan 
being sucked into the vortex of the ccmflict will increase 
OUT anxiety manifold and it will be impossiUc in that 
situation for India to stay out. 

Priority must therefore be given to the reductimi of 
tension in the area. A solution must be worked out 


whereby Soviets will be induced to puU out of 



tan wittiout loss ctf face. A fundamentalist and reactionary 
regime in Afguanistan or may not omstitute a grave 
threat to the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is the 
largest country in the world. Its inoductive capacities 
are vast, and it has now achieved military parity with 
-the United States. It can look after Hself very weB. But 
a chain of fundamentalist reactionary states from Saudi 
Arabia right to the borders of India would certainly con¬ 
stitute a serious threat to India. Hie massive American 
build-up in the Indian Ucean area, far from providinR 
additional security to India, will actuaBy complete its 
encirclement. 1 would like to warn that in future, be¬ 
cause of this build-up, our Indian polity will become 
subject to extraordinary outside pressure. Our eoergy 
qiust therefore be directed towards defusing the crisis. 
The help of every country which is interested in de- 
escalation should be mobilised towards this supreme 
objective. The EEC, especially West Germany and 
France, Austria, Yugoslavia, the Scandinavian countries 
all can help in their own way. Even Japanese coopera¬ 
tion can be sought. The regional South Asian approach 
•can also be dovetailed in this concerted effort. Tne ex¬ 
tremist American reaction to the current crisis is the 
result of the cynical election strategy of the Carter 
forces. There is reason to believe that a softening will 
come after November. But the intervening period is a 
difficult one. 

After making a number of contradictory statements 
it appears that the Indian Government’s approach is 
graduaUy approximating to the policy which patriotic 
people have advocated in the last two months. It is 
obvious that the pro-American elements in the country 
will not approve this policy. They would like to foment 
anti-Soviet hysteria, completely disregarding the feet that 
India’s defence effort and India's security today depend 
to a great extent on good Indo-Soviet relations. They 
wUl also totally disregard the fact that the Americans 
have done everything in their power during the last 32 
years to undermine India’s position in the Indian Ocean 
area. It is useless to riunind them of the American 
stand on Kashmir, on Goa and on Bangladesh. It is 
futile to ask them to read the Nixon Memoirs and 
Kissinger’s latest book. Hiey are serving their own 
interests. 

Among the other world powers only China seems to 
be bent on a iMlicy of fanning the conflict. China hopes 
to profit by increased Soviet-American confrontation. 
They would also like to use Pakistani territory as a base 
for guerilla operations in Afghanistan. But all this will 
not promote our national interests. Whatever may be the 
current difficulties of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan it is 
well to remember that Pakistan is extremely vulnerable be¬ 
cause. the Soviets too can exploit separatist tendencies in 
Pakistan. 

Wc must warn Pakistan about these dangers. We 
should assure them again and again that we have no 
designs against them. We should also persuade the 
Soviet Union to reassure them. But at the same time 
the President of Pakistan must give up bis rearmament 
plans, prevent the "refugees” being u^ as insurgents 
and agree to a real non-aligned Afghanistan which is not 
hostile to the USSR. It is laughable to maintain that 
the Americans have a vital stake in the Gulf ten thousand 
miles away from their homeland but the Evicts have no 
vital interest in Afghanistan! 

The question is whether the Americans will accept a 
non-aligned Afghan regime with which the Soviets can 
live. A neutral state on the model of Switzerland or 
Austria or Sweden presupposes a high level of economic 
development ‘ and internal stability. These conditions * 
not exist in Afghanistan. Besides this status cannot be 
imposed on it by outside powers. Other powers have no 
right to deny to the Afghans their right to freedom. 
Guarantee against outside aid to insurgency, withdrawal 
of Soviet troops and a non-aligned Afghanistan alone 
can provide a solution. 

While India will have to maintain state-to-state rela- 
fioiw with all the West Asian countries, it is clearly in 
India’s interest to have non-fundamentalist progressive 
regimes in West Asia. We must therefore strengthen 
further our relations with Iraq. Syria and the Palestinian 
Liberation Organisation. Meanwhile we should expand 
wr eronomy, bring about improvement in our infrastruc¬ 
tural facilities and strengthen our defence forces. 
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Islampur: Police 
go berserk 


By TOOSHAR PANDIT 


B n April 7. a cluster of 
hamlets scattered over a 
ten-square mile area on 
the north-eastern fringe 
of West Bengal was brut¬ 
ally destroyed, after twenty hours of 
police barbarism. What now remains 
of these villages — Balancha. Ring- 
kua. Guabari. Phulbari. Borogochha, 
Gondolgochha — within five kilo¬ 
metres from the subdivisional town 
Islampur, in West Dinajpur. along a 
metal road, are the skeletons of 
charred huts, rubble and ashes. The 
inhabitants, victims of hate, live on 
charity, or scavenge the debris for 


anything they can salvage. Armed 
para military Border Security Force 
and the Eastern Frontier Rifles man 
the Islampur police station and warily 
prowl the village roads substituting 
for the regular policemen, now con¬ 
fined to their barracks by a Govern¬ 
ment order. Huge shards of clay 
pots, litters of dimpled tin cans, 
mounds of charred paddy, chunks of 
baked mud. gaping chasms in the 
walls, sullen faces, the glint of sun¬ 
light on broken pieces of glass, the 
twisted tangle of corrugated tin and 
bamboo poles, heaps of burnt bay* 
polythene tents, revive memories of 

- ---- .1 



Only in the relative ralm 
late In the week could a 
real count be taken of the 
devastation. Tim toll ‘JJ® 

dead and several injured, Prop^y 
worth an estimated Rs 2 million was 
damaged, with 600 
gutted rendering some 3,^ farmm 
and potters, mostly the lower arte 
migrants from the erstwhile Eart 
Pakistan, and Muslims, ^omelesi 
Whotesale looting by **5?. 
turned them paupers. Tim sf***S}® 
present only a partlai F'****!^, I 
the damage is more psychoIo»cal 
than physical. Even after seven days 
fear kept many villagers away from 
their homes and village. 

The biiarre story of ■vengeanre 
and violence begins with the a"«wl 
of a posse of six poheemen led by 

the oflicer-in-charge of the 

police station at Phulbari viltage in 
a jeep on Sunday April 6 
7 p.m, ostensibly to answer a t'P 
from the adjoining 
station, about a possible dacoiW m a 
bandookwalla (literally, a house wtb 
a gun) residence. As the jeep Mt 
the metal road and ^tched on to the 
village track, the officer ordered its 
headlights to be dimmed and the 
engine muffled, and drove to the 
two-stormd stucco ,residence of Sarat 
Pal. one of the two affluent vdlaRers 
owning guns. From there, OC and 
two other policemen backtracked for 
about 500 yards to the residence of 
Suren Modak, the only other person 
owning a gun and a pucca house. 

Suren’s second son Sankar, 21, was 
standing in front of the house when 
the police walked up, and asked him 
to fetch his father. “Tell him, bara- 
babu is here,’’ one of them growled. 
When. Suren came out, the officer 
wanted to know if had a licence 
for the gun. He had. then the officer 
asked, who might be near the gun 
then. “Possibly, my wife,’’ Suren re¬ 
plied. “Then go and be with her and 
don’t dare to come out,’’ the officer 
cautioned. Suren went in. He recalls, 
“But even before we could serve 
some tea to the visitors, shots rang 
out from the direction of Pal’s resi¬ 
dence. It bad to be the dacoits, we 
thought. I raced out to the porch 
‘Why don’t you do something!’ I 
begged the policemen. But, they 
scarcely moved.’* 

Nobody in the village really knew 
what was happening at Pal’s resi- 
denoe but everybody suspected the 
same thing: the dacoits had come. 
They cannot be faulted for this. 
Three of the five police stations— 
Islampur, Goalpokhar and Chopra— 
in the Islampur subdivision are loca¬ 
ted close to Nepal, Bangladesh and 
Bihar borders, and offer an ideal 
sanctuary for smugglers. The local 
people are not only bitter about the 
mounting incidence of £rime and vio¬ 
lence in the area but are also firmly 
convinced that the police was active-, 
ly nursing the criminals. The feeling 
that the police cannot or will not 
protect them has led the villagers to 
rely increasingly on their own 
strength and stimulate in them a ten¬ 
dency to take the law Into their 
hands. Thus, tba sound of the llnf 
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shot draftKod many villagers out on 
the road with whatever weapons they 
could pick up—kitchen knives, dag- 
ffers, swords, meat choppers, lances, 
sticks, bamboo poles, iron bars. The 
crowd swelled as Suren, bottled up 
in his room bv the police, fired a 
couple of blanks in reflex response. 

“ lUT what was really hap¬ 
pening at the Pal resi¬ 
dence ? Khiramani Pal. 
23. wife of Sarat Pal’s 

i_-1 nephew Hajen, 31, says 

that soon after the jeep stopped in 
a vacant tot about thirty yards from 
the house, some policemen came and 
kicked the front door splicing it into 
splinters. One policeman grabbed 
Sarat Pal’s wife to know if her hus¬ 
band was at home. No. she said. 
Another asked where the gun was. 
She bluffed them bv saying that she 
was only a maid servant. The ru.se 
work>''d. She ran awav. 

Rajen remembers that the first 
thing he thought of was the gun 
locked up ill a first floor room. "As 
I climbed the stairs, the policemen 
pulled down vet another tin door at 
the entrance of the main building. 
But, I picked up the gun before they 
reached the top of the staircase. A 
shot rang out pretty close. Then an¬ 
other. 1 moved to the rear balcony. 
From there I saw four pcopl---three 
in uniform and one in plai dress— 
fan out in different rooms. Then, 
the sound of the boxes and the trunks 
being broken open. When I heard 
them talking about the gun. I clim¬ 
bed higher on to the roof and, clutch¬ 
ing the gun fiimlv, dived, landing on 
the thatched roof of the outhouse 
thirty feet below, and went on to the 
road where a crowd had alneadv col¬ 
lected. Among them I spotted mv 
uncle Sarat Pal and handed the gun 
over to him’’. 

These testimonies clearly empha¬ 
sise that the policemen went on a 
looting spree as soon as they moved 
into the Pal nesidence after scaring 
awav the inmates with gunfire. The 
police, however, insists that the da- 
coits had actually raided the house 
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engaging them in an encounter in 
which both .sides exchanged fire, but 
the dacoits escaped. The villagers 
think that these explanations are 
afterthoughts. They argue that if the 
OC had been serious about catching 
the dacoits he would have had come 
better equipped and with a larger 
force, not with six men of which one 
was in plain dress. They also deride 
the police claims of laying an ambush 
for the dacoits by pointing out that 
what they really did was to bottle up 
the two people in the village who 
could have had offered most resist¬ 
ance to the dacoits. Neither was the 
help of the villagers sought. If the 
dacoits had raided the Pal residence, 
how was it that the inmates did not 
see them ? If there was an encoun¬ 
ter where have those empty shells 
of the bullets fired by the dacoits 
gone ? No wonder, the villagers have 
dubbed the claims as “the fantasy of 
phantom dacoits’’. 


And yet, it is hard to believe that 
an officer-in-charge of a police station 
was taking his men to a village to 
loot the people so brazenly. It is 
also possible that some of Pal’s afflu¬ 
ence may have come from deals that 
are not strictly legal. He always had 
good relations with the police till 
they soured in January. Why ? A 
row over kickbacks.? Nobody knows 
for sure. Howeveg, the presence of 
Nibaran Bal, a police constable as¬ 
signed to another police station and 
long known as a conduit between 
the polios and the underworld, in 
plain dress, appears to have encourag¬ 
ed such speculation. One assump¬ 
tion is that the police wanted to 
settle things with Sarat Pal and 
Nibaran was asked to negotiate the 
deal as the OC cooled off in Suren’s 
place. But, the policemen apparent¬ 
ly went beyond their brief. 

HE villagers worked 
themselves up to a frenzy 
when the inmates of the 
Pal house told them that 
_the policemen were loot¬ 
ing. The mob swelled to over 500. 
They surrounded a ground floor cor¬ 
ner room in Pal’s house where five 
policemen, including the OC who had 
come to rescue his men, stood help¬ 
lessly. The policemen threatened to 
shoot, but the mob was in such a 
fury that even artillery could not 
have had scared them away. They 
punched, and kicked and clubbed the 
cops. Some elderly residents feebly 
attempted to intervene but gave up 
when they themselves were threaten¬ 
ed with violence. Outside, the police 
jeep was set ablaze. When the fury 
'subsided, two policemen — Harish 
Sarkar and Nibaran Bal—were dead. 
The OC and two others, forcing an 
opening through the mob, escaped 
with wounds. 

LARGER contingent of 
policemen headed by the 
SDO and the SDPO and 
buttressed with the CPI- 
(M) anchal pradhan of 
Islampur, Adhir Biswas, arriv¬ 
ed for the second time in 
the village at about 10 p.m. 
Strangely, the local anchal pradhan. 
Pal of the Forward Bloc was com¬ 
pletely ignored as the police sum¬ 
moned Jiten Bhowmik, 67, CPI(M) 
member of the local panchayat for 
his assistance in persuading the in¬ 
mates of the Pal house to vacate the 
building for the police to pick up the 
corpses. Bhowmik remembers; “I 
circled the house once and found all 
the doors and windows closed. A 
policeman who detected a small 
crack in one of the windows said, 
|Gues$ it’s open, and you can reach 
it by climbing on my back’. Imme¬ 
diately, he went down on all fours. 
I slipped through the window, re¬ 
aching the room where the corpses 
lay spread-eagled in a.pool of blood, 
their eyes pulled out of their sockets, 
the arms almost severed, and blood 
oozing out from the gaping wounds 
all over their bodies. The police 
entered, retrieved two rifles and a 
revolver (the police say the mob 
had snatdied them away) lying bv 









‘'ic' ~Tfi'' 


villagers inside, arrested two people, 
Bhantu and Indratnohan”. 

Meanwhile, the villagers had also 
been massing before the house. They 
would not allow either the charred 
jeep or th-a bodies to J)e removed 
until the policemen had been punish¬ 
ed for the attack. After some hassles 
and promisinjf action, the CPl(M) 
pradhan, Biswas, finallv persuaded 
the villagers to let the police take 
the corpses. The josp remained (it 
was towed away seven days later). 
In the meantime, the polios however, 
arrested one person—Ramesh Modak, 
a BSF personnel posted in Assam 
who had come to the village on leave 
—from the crowd. 

At the police station, the other 
policemen were throbbing with ten¬ 
sion and anger. Some tone off their 
uniforms. Others stamped all over 
the place with hate in their face and 
murder on their lips, feeing the 
bodies, they grew even more furious 
and demanded orders to raid the 
villages. In the confusion, a police¬ 
man fired in the direction where 
Bhowmik, Biswas, the SDO and the 
SDPO were talking, missing Bhowmik- 
narrowly. 

At dawn on Monday April 7, the 
SP Avasthi and the additional SP 
Vinode Sharma arrived at the police 
headquarters followed by a van load 
of armed police. The reinforcements 
brought by them soon joined the 
other, policemen in demanding re¬ 
venge. Thumping the. desk, they 
repeatedly asked the officers to lead 
them to the villages. The situation 
was close to a mutiny. B.y then, a 
large crowd, mostly the residents of 
a nearby police colony where qne of 
the dead polloemen Nibaran lived, 
had filled the police station com¬ 
pound. The friends and the family 
members of Nibaran in the crowd 
demanded explanations from the SP 
for the death. “Wh.y did the OC go 
with such a small force? Why did 
he take Nibaran with him although 
he did not belong to his police sta¬ 
tion?" they asked. “You have got 
my father killed,” Nibaran’s son 
screamed. By 7.3() a.m. the crowd 
had swelled to over 1,000 and inclu¬ 


ded quite a few local leaders of 
different political Parties. Particular¬ 
ly vocal was Gautam Gupta, a 
Congress (1) activist, who, however, 
claims that he had gone there to 
diffuse the tension. Soon the crowd 
started pelting stones and smashing 
the window panes, and, finall.v surg¬ 
ed into the police station pushing 
and punching both the SP and the 
ASP on their way to the lock up. 
They wanted the arrested persons. 
Bhantu, Indramohan and Ramesh to 
be handed over to them. “If you 
don’t”, they warned, “we will get them 
ourselves from the lock up”. All this 
encouraged the policemen to become 
even more defiant. “Jai Ma Kali” 
shouted the policemen. The crowd 
shouted bark : “Death to the easter¬ 
ners”, As all the pleas for restraint 
went unheeded, the ASP, Sharma. 
offered to lead the policemen to the 
villages to trace the murderers, hop¬ 
ing this would soothe them. Soon 
they were out on the road. 



lATAN Chandra Ro.y, 38, 
the headmaster of the 
Matikunda Primary 
School was returning 

u_I home at Balancha village 

at about 10.30 a.m. when he spotted 
a police van parked on a bridge 
some 1,000 yards away. The police¬ 
men were chasing the pedestrians 
bound for the Monday market dt 
Matikunda. They were also snatch¬ 
ing cycles from those who were on 
wheels. After some time, nine 
or ten policemen strayed into his 
house and started beating him with 
the butt of the rifles. “I told 
them I was a schoolmaster but they 
went on beating me. As they drag¬ 
ged me towards the van. my 78-.vear- 
old mother, my wife, my son — ail 
fell over me. They pushed my 
mother aside and she fell unconsci¬ 
ous: they kicked my wife apart. 

My son barely escaped being shot.” 

Vandalism began as soon as the 
policemen left the limits of Islampur 
town. Their first act of carnage 
was setting a betel vine on fire at 
Balancha, one and half kilometers 
from the town. They followed it up 
with more arson and looting as they 
rolled on. Satish Sharma, the mana¬ 
ger of a local co-operative shop at 
Ringkua village says that a group of 
policemen came to his shop and 
asked for water. “After they drank 
it, one of them pulled out a match 
box from his pocket, lit a bundle of 
.sticks, and threw them on the that¬ 
ched roof before leaving”. 

The police did as they wished. It 
they saw flames dying down at some 
place, they would pour more gasoline 
to revive the fire. The looting and 
plundering went on unabated. They 
threw Suren’s youngest son Biswa- 
nath. 14, into u burning heap of hav 
with his hands tied behind his back. 
Another policeman, however, pulled 
him out, and cut him loose alter he 
had .sustained serious burns. 

From one village to another it is 
the same sordid story. At Boro- 
'gochha village Bholanath Pal mourns 
the death of his wife Kaileswari 
holding in his arms their livc-dav old 
daughter wrapped in a burnt rag. 
Kaileswari died on Wednesday April 
9. The child was born just as the 
arson started on Monday. “They 
kicked her as she tried to run. I 
should have taken her to the hospital 
then, but did not, fearing further 
reprisals. Finally, when 1 took her, 
it was too late”. Bholanath .says. At 
Gondolgochha, 100-ycar old Jalalud- 
din saw the house where he was 
born crumble before his eyes. “All 
others fled. I was slow. I am an 
old man. They took me out under a 
tree and punched me till I went 
down,” he said. 

The language of force was direct, 
savage and mindle.ss. There can by 
no excuse, political or personal, for 
the orgy of wanton destruction in 
which the police indulged for over 
three hours. What has really boen 
lost in the village of Islampur are not 
just some huts and shops but the 
very substance of the civilired notion 
that the police protects. Faith is the 
casuaUgr. ■ 
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COME ON,OBeLlX, 
AND DON'T FORSCT 
THE SHOPPING 
BAS/ 
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RAISE THEAUm/ 
nMse me ALARM!.! 
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ALA^M is SOLY AAlSSO, 
A^ TMS HAWBOUA OA 
GeSOCR/BATUM 

ecHoes 70 THi souno 


ALL HANDS 
ON SHORE/ 


CAST OFF 
THERE/ 




NO, DON'T/ 
WE'RE JUST 
COA/IINO ON 
SHORE/ 
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To benefit the rural millions.f 


r^s 

In our own colony at Khopoli, 

the quality of life is our mam concern 


Where food grows, 
water (lows through 
Zenith steel pipes. 

This IS our promise of 
plenty. 

Take our steel pipes 
exports. We not only 
pioneered these in 1964 
but are India's leading 
exporters today 


Earning piecious foreign 
exchange from over 
fifty countries. Winning 
export awards 
As we've grown, we've 
diversified Today, our 
rolls and shears cut 
paper, wood and shape 
metals Our special steels 
keep buses, trucks, cars. 


trains, even bicycles on 
the move. Soon, our dye 
intermediates will colour 
the textile world. 

No matter what we do or 
make, we are committed 
to the quality of our 
products and more—the 
quality of life. 
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Leading the blind 


FTER voting massively 
for Mrs Gandhi—and 
in a country as big and 
variegated as India, 

_Jthe support of 43 peo- 

ple out of 100 ought to be consi- 
dened massive—the nation is look¬ 
ing over its shoulders and wonder¬ 
ing if it has done the right thing. 
Prices are rising and Mrs Gandhi 
has been doing nothing. Populi.st 
leftism, which saw her through 
the seventies, has fallen by the 
wayside, and the 20-point program¬ 
me is a dodoistic revival. To con¬ 
noisseurs of Mrs Gandhi’s career, 
her inaction is not strange ; she 
rarely acts unless she is at bay. 
The people at large are aware of 
this, but they would rather not 
remember the inconvenient truth, 
for Mrs Gandhi is still India’s best 
bet for action. It does not matter 
if her action is convulsive and 
sporadic, for it is convulsive action 
which has been pulling us out of 
tight spots ev<?r since 1962. Steady 
action needs a steady philosophy 
of growth bringing in steady divi¬ 
dends, and none of the main¬ 
stream Parties of India is left with 
any such philosophy. In that sense, 
the election of Mrs Gandhi signi¬ 
fies the end of ideas and of ideo¬ 
logy, and the beginning of an era 
of pan-Indian blindness. We all 
want Mrs Gandhi to act. but does 
any intellectual or economist or 
would-be prophet have the fog¬ 
giest idea of how be would have 
acted if he had been entrusted 
with a mandate as massive as Mrs 
Gandhi’s ? If a bunch of blind 
men were to be asked to elect a 
leader who could deal most suc- 
oessfully with a tiger who had 
broken loose amongst them, they 
would of course elect a person 
with the surest convulsive in¬ 
stincts. 

Would the picture be much 
rosier if the Janata Party had won, 
or more impossibly, the Lok Dal? 
Luckily, an answer to this ques¬ 
tion is not hypothetical; it can be 
deduced with a fair degree of ac¬ 
curacy on the basis of what has 
been happening to the opposition 
since its rout three months ago. 
Here are some «f the scenarios of 
the road which we did not take. 

If the Janata Party had won, 
Mr Jagjivan Bam would now be 
the Prime Minister of India, ful¬ 
filling—like Morarji Desai and 
Charan Singh before him—the in- 
tensest, unstated ambition of his 
life. (They all want to become 
Prime Ministers without knowing 
what they would do with it.) And 


By RAJEND RA MATHUR 

in less than six months, the works 
would have begun. 

Jagjivan Ram would not have 
liked to serve as the Harijan 
facade of the RSS; he would be 
crediting the Janata victory to his 
own personal stature rather than 
to the cadres of the_ Sangb. _ The 
Sangh would be boiling with inner 
rage, for Jagjivan Ram would be 
describing them as the proverbial 
dog beneath the bullock cart who 
thought he was hauling the whole 
Toad. Party elections would still 
be out of the question and commit¬ 
tees would continue to be ad hoc. 
Jagjivan Ram would perhaps be 
trying to Congressise the Janata 
Party by engineering defections 
from the Congress (I) and Cong¬ 
ress (U). They would have taken 
place even if he did not try. Chavan 
and Chandrashekhar would have 
fretted at the spectacle of Cong- 






ressmen uniting under the tanner 
of Jagjivan Ram, but mild-manner¬ 
ed Swaran Singh would be exten¬ 
ding his fullest cooperation. Re¬ 
alignment would be the need of 
the hour, for Raj Narain, sore with 
Charan Singh, would need a new 
home, and Madhu Limaye would 
be seething with a new thesis. In 
the hierarchy of untouchability, 
the Congress (I), the RSS and the 
Lok Dal traitors would be placed 
differently by different factions. 

If the Lok Dal had won, the 
works would have started imme¬ 
diately. Raj Narain would have 
instantly found his new mission; 
the demolition of Charan Singh. 
“The dictatorship of Charan 
Singh’’, he w'ould have thundered, 
“is much worse than the dictator¬ 
ships of Indira Gandhi and Morarji 
Desai put together.” 

If Jagjivan Ram had been the 
Prime wunisteri we would be wit¬ 
nessing strange bedfellows uniting 


to dislodge him. Charan Singh 
would be making overtures to the 
RSS and the RSS might be joining 
hands with Mrs Gandhi to pass a 
motion of no-confideno; against 
Jagjivan Ram. Or the Prime Mi¬ 
nister might be making a deal 
with Mrs Gandhi, promising the 
abolition of the special cdurts and 
sundry other prosecutions. 

Newpapers would be informing 
us of these mighty and tempe.stu- 
ous happenings dav after day, 
while nothing really would be hap* 
pening. 

Jagjivan Ram would have been 
as devoid of ideas as Mrs Gandhi 
is; no man holds back his origi¬ 
nality . until his seventy-second 
year, waiting to unleash it after 
be has become Prime Mini.ster. 
Charan Singh, on the other hand, 
would have gleefully leapt into 
several abys.se.s without looking. 
His Government would have come 
unstuck in no time, because drastic 
measures need prior preparation 
and the creation of a political base 
to sustain them, for which Charan 
Singh would have no aptifude. 
The measures would boomerang 
on him and finish him off, provid¬ 
ed that he had not already been 
done in by his Hanuman. Inaction 
and whimsical action would have 
brought us to the same point: the 
point of non government. Follow; 
ing a different route, Mrs Gandhi 
too compulsively arrives at this 
very point. 

It should be obvious from the 
above that the alternative to Mrs 
Gandhi next time cannot be the 
spent forces of contemporary op¬ 
position. Having proved barren, 
mindless and factious once, thev 
do not deserve another chanre, fm 
they are sure to repeat 1977-79. 
Qualitatively, they are bound to be 
poorer than Mrs Gandhi. And yd 
it is strange to sec heptagenarian 
leaders posing themselves as the 
wave of the future. 

The alternative is yet unborn. 
It shall be born when new politi¬ 
cal forces come up from below and 
assert themselves. When Harnans 
really mobilise as a political force, 
their authentic leader would sure¬ 
ly not be Jagjivan Ram, who has 
been for 34 years a part of the 
establishment. When farmers cul¬ 
tivating 15 to 20 acres land toge¬ 
ther more effectively, would thev 
still have a hare-br.iined Charan 
Singh as their 'Ic.idcr ? Would 
the opposition have no better 
tactician than factious Madhii 
l.imayc V It is difficult to believe 
that the nation has become so 
fruslratingly bairen. 
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Ministers in the making 


I HERE will be major 
changes ia the Central 
Cabinet soon after the 
state elections. At 

-1 least two or three 

Central Ministers are expected to 
go to their respective states after 
the state elections to assume new 
responsibilities, so there will be a 
few vacancies. Some important 
Ministries have also not been fill¬ 
ed in as yet while some of the 
present Ministers are likely to be 
shifted to other Ministries accor- 
ding to the assessment of the 
Congress (I) High Command in 
the light of their performance 
during the last four months. 

Among the Central Ministers 
who arc expected to go to their 
own states B. Patnaik seems to 
be a certainty. The Congress (1) 
is almost sure to get an absolute 
majority in Orissa and Patnaik, as 
the “most trusted” politician from 
Orissa, will be selected as Chief 
Minister of the state. He remain¬ 
ed with Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay 
during the days of their crisis 
and however hard Biju Patnaik 
and Nandini Satpathy may try. it 
will be impossible for them to 
weaken JB's position Ih the Delh. 
Durbar immediately. 

Giani Zail Singh’s name is also 
being mentioned for Chief Minis¬ 
tership. If he goes to Punfab, 
either Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao 
or Mr C. M. Stephen will take 
charge of the Union Home Minis¬ 
try. Zail Singh is still considered 
to be very close to Mrs Gandhi 
and Sanjay — but they cannot 
be satisfied with his performance 
in Parliament. Some important 
persons close to the Party High 
Command feel that Zail Singh 
would be more at home in the 
Chandigarh Secretariat and Pun¬ 
jab Assembly than in the Union 
Home Ministry and Parliament. 

Will P. C. Sethi be also sent 
back to his own state? There are 
suggestions that because of his 
111 health he would do b.tter in 
Bhopal than in Delhi. But nothing 
will depend on this suggestion 
and everything will be decided on 
the assessment of Mrs Gandhi 
and ^njay. They would defi¬ 
nitely not like to nuke V. C. 
Shukla the Chief Minister of Ma¬ 
dhya Pradesh. But who wil 
then be the Chief Minister In 
Bhopal? Dr Sankar Dayal Shar- 
ma? That is also most unlikely. 
Then would not Sethi’s name 
come up iMturally? 

Of all the Central Ministers, 
Narasimha Rao, Pranab Mukher- 
Jee and Vasant Sathe are reported 
to be considered “most successful” 
by the Party High Command. 
Their performanoes, both ia the 
Secretariat and in Parliament, are 
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being rated as “first class” and 
“high second class” respectively. 
With virtually no experience in 
international diplomacy what Mr 
Rao has done so far as Mrs Gandhi’s 
Foreign Minister is considered to 
be “excellent”. Pranab Mukher- 
jee’s performance as the leader of 
the Rajya Sabha, where the Con¬ 
gress (I) was in a minority till 
the other day, is being considered 
as “first class’’. It is being said 
that what he achieved in Paris 
during his short visit is a “mir¬ 
acle” — though facts of this 



Vasant Sathe 

“miraculous achievement” are not 
being disrlnsed iromediatelv due 
to security reasons. Vasant Sathe 
was given the formidable task of 
building up a rapport with the 
Press, which, the High Command 
thinks he has been able to do 
with tact and intelligence to a 
large extent. 

But all these “successful" Mi¬ 
nisters bold very important 
portfolios. So, it will not be 
easy to shift them to other impor¬ 
tant Ministries. If Zail Singh 
goes to Punjdb and Mr Rao is 
made the Home Minister, then 
Mrs Gandhi may personalty take 
over the External Affairs Minis- 

S ir. There is talk that Pranab 
ukherjee will be given the 
Ministry of Revenue and Banking 
again, by bringing out these two 
important departments from the 
Finance Ministry altogether. But 
who will then be given the Minis¬ 
try of Foreign Trade whidi has 
become an empire In itself and 
which is expected to be enlarged 


farther in the near future? Sathe 
can be given some other additional 
Ministries, but in the miust of his 
first assignment the High Com¬ 
mand is most unlikely to shift 
him to any other Ministry how¬ 
ever important that may be. It 
should be remembered that none 
of these “successful Ministers” 
are known to be 100 per cent 
Sanjay-men as are A. B. A. Gani 
Khan Chowdhury, Zail Singh and 
A. P. Sharma. 

Some new persons will also 
have to be taken into the Cabinet. 
This time, it is expected to he a 
“long term” arrangement (at least 
for two years) and as such no 
Minister is expected to be in tem¬ 
porary charge. More Ministers 
will naturally be needed to fill the 
vacancies. In dreies close to the 
High Command the names of Su- 
khadia, Salve and Bahuguna are 
still being mentioned. Of course, 
if Bahuguna “tries to play any 
trick” during the Uttar Pradesh 
state election then his future in 
the Congress (I) will be complete- 
3 ly seated. 

a Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay will 
I face more difficulties in selecting 
% the Chief Ministers than in nomi- 
s nating the new Central Ministers. 
The Congress (I) has no accepted 
leader in any of the nine states 
and in all the states 
the prospective leaders are vying 
with each other to prove their 
loyaltv to the High Command. 
But the High Command knpws 
and during the last months has 
clearly realised that only loyalty 
will not do. The question of tact, 
effidqncy and acceptability will 
also have to be considered. Re¬ 
cently, Sanjay is reported to have 
commented : ’Nobody is mv man. 
Like any other organisation our 
Party would also like to select the 
right person for the right job’. 
The main question is : Who is the 
right person? 

No doubt, effidency will be 
considered. The Congress (I) will 
have to run the state govern¬ 
ments and the country. The 
problems are vast and the situa¬ 
tion is very complicated and tense. 
No single leader, however, effld- 
ent he or she may be, can tadcle 
this situation alone. Efficient 
assistants and helping hands are 
needed. But, in spite of this, 
loyalty and reliability will also be 
important factors during the se¬ 
lection of Chief Ministers and 
Central Ministers in the month of 
May. The High Command would 
not definitely like to boost anyone 
(however efficient he may be) 
who may try to harm them in 
future or may change sides in the 
question of succession. 




NEI>AL:RE-ENTER 

DEMOCRACY 



N another few days, May 
2. to be precise, the peo¬ 
ple of Nepal would troop 
to the polls to dedde whe¬ 
ther the authoritarian 
Partyless panchayat or a multi-Party 
system of polity should rule the coun¬ 
try. For the first time in the history 
of the country 72 lakh voters would 
on the basis of universal adult fran¬ 
chise participfite in a national refer¬ 
endum the significance of which could 
hardly be overstated. Even a cur¬ 
sory glance at the Nepalese political* 
scene would leave no room for doubt 
that 1980 is destined to be a turn¬ 
ing-point in the kingdom’s contem¬ 
porary history. If 1950 was a water¬ 
shed in the life of the people, 1980 
is most likely to determine whether 
Nepal would remain a single political 
entity or break up into as many mu¬ 
tually hostile political units as there 
are ethnic and linguistic groups. 

The battle lines have been drawn, 
contending passions aroused and th 
aspirants for the electorate’s sanction 
are grimly biding their time to make 
or mar things. And that in the name 
of the King, country and welfare of 
the nation. A bloody revolution 
catapu'ted Nepal into the 20th cen¬ 


tury in 1950. it is now set to make 
up for two lost decades through yet 
another revolution, albeit bv consent. 
Sounds paradoxical ? No reason whv 
it should if oue takes a close look at 
the men who are in the limelight, al' 
the circumstances and. of course, the 
dumb multitude that drags an exis¬ 
tence which holds out little hope and 
no prom'sp. 

By common cons-'nt th-* E^on-Har- 
vard-Tokyo-educated 34-,vcar-o!d K’ng 
Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, tenth 
in the line of the Shah dynasty foun¬ 
ded by Prithvi Narayan Shah, and 
6S-year-old form-r. fir'^t an ' so far 
last elected Prime M'nvster, Bishwe- 
shwar Prasad Koirala. are the two 
men who matter most in the life of 
the ruggedly beautiful land of the 
Himalayas. On a collison course 
until recently, the two are now in a 
rapport that not a few look askance 
at. The responsive relations between 
King Bmendra and Koirala are at 
once the most puzzling and reassur¬ 
ing factor in the N»palpse equation, 
depending on which side of the fence 
one is. 

At the time Koirala, the undisput¬ 
ed leader of the now technically ban¬ 
ned (the panchayat system forbids 


the existence of political Parties) 
Nepali Congresa, made the 1950-51 
revolution. King Birendra was an in¬ 
fant. His grandfather, the late King 
Tribhuvan, was virtually a prisoner 
in the hands of Mohan Shumsher, 
the last of the hereditary Hana 
Prime Ministers who despotically 
ruled Nepal for a century. Kng 
Tribhuvan cast in his lot with the 
Koirala-led democratic forces to rid 
the country of the stranggiehold Rana 
feudalism had put on it as well as 
to liberate the institution of monar¬ 
chy. Between then and Kng Biren- 
dra’s accession to the throne in 
January 1972. following the death of 
his father King Mahendra who had 
sent Nepalese democracy to the 
block, the political situation had 
undergone a sea-change. The Palace, 
which had assumed absolute power, 
was locked in a fierce struggle with 
Koirala who was determined to res¬ 
tore Nepal to democracy. 

For better or worse the develop¬ 
ments since have facilitated the in¬ 
itiation of a maaningful dialogue be¬ 
tween King Birendra and Koirala. 
This has eventually encouraged ^em 
to identify the areas of agreement 
regarding the basic problem of Nepa- 










lese politics—restitution of democri* 
tic iovernment to the people. Muc t 
to the chagrin of the Partyless pan- 
chayat faithfuls and even some of 
his own friends. Koirala’s repeated 
emphasis has in recent times been 
on two points: (a) King Birendra’s 
bona Sdes are not suspect; (b) the 
need for effective cooperation be¬ 
tween the Palace and the people to 
get the country back on the rails. 
As Koirala recently said at a refer¬ 
endum rally in Bhairahwa, the king¬ 
dom would not be able to come to 
grips with the crisis that confronted 
it unless democratic rule was re¬ 
established. Equally true was the 
fact that neither democracy nor 
monarchy would survive without mu¬ 
tual cooperation. More, . he empha¬ 
sized, in the given context “monar¬ 
chy’s role in nation-building is para¬ 
mount”. He has at the same time 
cautioned whoever would care to 
listen that since “moharchv is an in¬ 
stitution acceptable to all...it shiu’ 
not be involved in any controversy". 

HIS was no music in the 
panchayat exponent’s ear. 
The advocates of the 
Partyless panchayat de- 
mocracy. an evident con¬ 
tradiction in terms, have been con¬ 
tinually harping on the note that it 
enjoys the King’s unreserved support. 
For the system is the only effective 
answer to the kingdom’s problem of 
politics. Through public spee^es. 
Press statements and cleverly mani¬ 
pulated reports in The Rising Nepal 
the country’s only government-owned 
Eng’ish language daily, broad hints 
are given to the gullible that, wha 
ever might have been the dsvelo 
ments since the King’s referendum 
announosment on May 24 last year, 
Xm Palace counts on them to pull it 
off. With crude cunning the pancha¬ 
yat camp exploits every available 
forum to sell the line that the Palar- 
and the panchayat system are but 
two sides of the same coin. In fact 
the serarity and safety of the Crown 
and the country are inseparably, lin¬ 
ked up with the continuance of the 
panim^at system. As former nomi¬ 
nated Prime Minister Tulsi Giri, one 
of the most sharp operators in the 
pandiayat camp, put it some days 
ago, "threat to it (Nepal’s national 
interest), if an,v, would come, not 
from outside, but from fifth colum¬ 
nists such as the banned Nepali Con 
grots’’. 

Taken at their face value the rau¬ 
cous cries of the panchayat promo¬ 
ters would suggest that a favourabh 
referendum verdict is a foregone 
conclusion. Tap any of the senior 
puchayat leaders, for instance, 
Matrlka Prasad Koirala (elder half- 
brother of B. P. Koirala). Kirtlnid 
Bista, Tutsi Giri, Nagendra Pratad 
nijal (all former nominated Prime 
Ministers) and the present Prime 
Minister, Surya Bahadur Thapa, an.1 
he would reel off a fantastic volume 
M itatiiitlcal data to estabhsb that 
w Partyless pandiayat sysem in¬ 
heres ,ln it all ^ virtnres and none 
OT the vices (ff every conceivable 
bM®d of daniocratic polity. 

. Ilieir arnUMm Jn. that KIm 


Mahendra had introduced the pan- 
chayat system "because nationalism 
and democracy were difficult to 
maintain under a multi-Party sys¬ 
tem”. Tulsi Girt would go a step 
further, convinced as he is that noth 
ing is unfair in war and love, and 
assert that “the panchayat system 
was peculiar to the Nepalese people 
and was not less democratic than the 
democratic system obtaining in any 
of the rich countries”. Comments are 
unnecessary, considering that it will 
not be very easy to find Girl’s peer 
even among amoral panchayat pro¬ 
moters who habitually make a vir¬ 
tue of political opportunism. 

Talking of Giri, one cannot help 
mentioning that few Nepalese politi¬ 
cians can match his capacity for 
rationalizing even the most blatant 
act of perfidy and personal aggran¬ 
dizement. More than once he has 
been the country’s nominated Prime 
Minister only to be given the sack 
for mucking up matters, internal as 
well as external. Until rocentlv he 
was under a cloud for his alleged 
involvement in what is known as the 
“carpet scandal” ~ a multi-million 
rupee export racket that made a 
great stir in the country. The former 
Prime Minister had maintained a low 
profile since the May 24 referendum 
declaration last year. Giri is report¬ 
ed to have told some politicians that, 
as soon as he would able to get him¬ 
self absolved from the “carpet scan¬ 
dal”, he would expose all about the 
graft, corruption and misuse of pub¬ 
lic money men in high places indulg¬ 
ed in. Not only that, he would 
spare no pains to unhinge the Party¬ 
less panchayat system which was a 
“fraud” on the people. Most pan¬ 
chayat leaders hold that Giri who 
cuts up rough at little or no provo¬ 
cation and who reportedly enjoys 
the support of the now disbanded 
Rastrawadi Vidhyarthi Mandal, an 
outfit of fanatically panchayat sup¬ 
porting musclemen, is indeed a thorn 
in their flesh. But there is little they 
could do about it. for Giri has pat¬ 
rons who are too powerful to be 
touched. 

HAT the pancha.yat camp 
is a house divided against 
itself is not exactly news. 
^nlike-Alexander Dumas’s 
Three Musketeiers, every 
one of the senior panchayat leaders 
stands for himself, for the Palace’s 
patronage, for personal power and 
all that goes with it. Matrika Prasad, 
otherwise a suave person, is a pan¬ 
chayat campaigner not because he 
has convinced himself that the as¬ 
tern is based on sound principles and 
guarantees a cure for what ails the 
country. After all. he was president 
of the Nepali (Congress at the time 
of the 19a0-51 revolution; and be 
could not possibly have unlearnt all 
the lessons of history he had learnt 
the hard way. But then, lack of Will 
to undergo suffering and make sacri¬ 
fice, the desire for power and the 
good life plus family conflict have 
landed him in the company of men 
not one of whom would hesitate to 
consign him to limb when It comes 

in tha tmiuit. 


Matrika Prasad is not unaware of 
this. He is also alive to the fact that 
be could never occupy the Prime 
Minister's chair unless the Pakoe 
desired it and that his panchaya't col¬ 
leagues would oppose him severally 
and collectively. And he is aware 
that the present Prime Minister 
would feel no qualms about desert¬ 
ing the panchayat camp should the 
referendum verdict go in favour of 
the multi-Party system. 

In terms of resources, however, 
the pjuichayat camp is apparent^ 
very firm on its legs. Knowledgeable 
sources confirm that the panchayat 
propagandists have so far collected' 
about (Nepalese) rupees (100 Indian 
rupees-145 Nepalese rupees) one 
crore fifty lakh. Others apart, the 
panchayat camp is aided and a^tted 
by all manner of vested interests, not 
excluding a sizable number of former 
Ranas, laoded interests, businessmen 
and those who have during the IB 
year pandiayat rule benefitted 
their active assodation with the sys¬ 
tem. It would not do to suggest 
that the system has no committed 
supporters. It has and the bulk of 
them are from the offldailv constitu¬ 
ted network of basic panchayat units 
in the rural and urban areas. 

It is a hard fact that the pandiayat 
camp also has allies in the royal 
family, King Birendra excluded. Some 
very influential members of the 
sprawling royal family, who control 
between them the most sensitive and 
complex segments of the administra¬ 
tive apparatus, have a high stake, 
both political and economic, in the 
authoritarian system. Small wonder 
that nothing would stop tliem from 
throwing a spanner in the works. 
And the ramified organizational 
structure the panchayat system has 
spawned over the years, particukrly 
in the remote hill areas where the 
20th century still has a tenuous foot¬ 
hold, wojild be of considerable help 
to the anti-democratic forces. Intri¬ 
gues and conspiratorial politics, ex¬ 
ploitation, physical violence and the 
nearly total absence of any effective 
opposition have generated a climate 
of fear and fatalism. Continuous 
drumming on the point that the in¬ 
stitution of monarchy and the pan¬ 
chayat system are indissolubk inter¬ 
linked has not gone to waste. Could 
it be denied tiiat until the other day 
King Birendra was the most eloquent 
champion of the panchayat system. 

The picture has another side. The 
panchayat camp no longer enjoys the 
King’s active patronage. Not 
that the King has suddenly 
groivn tired of exercising absolute 
power. Bather a combination 
of factor has obliged him not 
to ignore the writing on the wall. 
He knows it quite well that a Mction 
of panchayat hardliners and exter- 
nai& inspired forces of destabilisa¬ 
tion bad a band in the irsoa ud 
vlolenoe that rocked Kathmandu last 
May. Neither is he in the dark ab¬ 
out the aspirations of some of bis 
dose rekticHis. not to speak of their 
extensive flnandal interests. Also, 
if Iran reminds iff tite tragedy ths^ 

misht Kafall » 






The cool idea from 




Koirala’s words and deeds assure him 
that the democrats form a dike bet¬ 
ween anarchy and the institution of 
monarchy. He is convinoed that 
Koirala is not talking for effect when 
be says that the Palace and the peo^ 
pie must pull together for an effec: 
tive response to both internal and 
external challenges. 

Of the numerous other factors 
which are likely to queer the pancha- 
yat camp’s pitch, the blighted econo¬ 
my is certainly a major one. The 
performance of the economy in the 
last two decades has been generally 
indifferent and, at times, positively 
counter-productive. In spite of the 
steady inflow of fairly large quan¬ 
tum of foreign aid and assistance, 
reasonable mobilization of local re- 
soui'ces, elaborate planning and what 
have you. the economy has refused 
to oblige the panchayat administra¬ 
tion. If official economic experts 
who are wonted to making under¬ 
statements, for instance. Y. P. Pant, 
call the economy “unsatisfactory” 
others would say that it is in down¬ 
right bad shape. The fact that Nepal, 
which has all along been exporting 
food, “seemed likely”, as Lok Raj 
Baral put it. to be converted “into 
a food importing country” speaks 
volumes for the difficult state of the 
economy. The panchayat govern¬ 
ment’s management of the economy 
is a sad account of utter inefficiency, 
wasted opportunities and wrong prio¬ 
rities, of acts of malfeasance and 
misfeasance. It seems the economic 
policy formulators do not even have 
an understanding of the cruel prob¬ 
lem of poverty that smites the peo¬ 
ple. The acting president of the 
Nepali Congress. Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai, is not far from wrong when 
he says that the Id-year panchayat 
rule has only increased the already 
massive volume of poverty and un¬ 
employment. As he said at a 
Bokhara Bar Association meet recent¬ 
ly, “the rich had become ridier and 
the poor poorer under the panchayat 
system”. 

To illustrate the point, five fami¬ 
lies, not of Nepalese origin, have, 
during panchayat rule, literally 
climbed from rags to riches. They 
are still making their pile, thanks 
to the highly profitable two-way 
traffic between them and the pancha¬ 
yat leaders. And where the poverty 
line gets drawn is anybody’s guess. 
The economic stagnation is much 
too severe to escape even the most 
superficial observer’s notice. Soaring, 
prices, a shrinking employment mar¬ 
ket and nil growth rate indeed would 
not help narrow the panchayat camp’s 
widening credibility gap. 



IF cowardice is infectious, 
courage is perhaps more 
CO. For proof, just stet 
into the Nepali Congress’ 

-— offlee at Ranipokhari. 

With eaoi day that passes, increasing 
numbers of people from almost every 
walk trf life come there to identify 
themselves with the ^mocratic for¬ 
ces. Streams of young mea and 
wwnea, fbefr eyes sparkling with 


toaders might give them. Their re¬ 
quests are modest; campaign lite- 
ratare, posters and strips of blue 
cloth—^blue happens to be the elec¬ 
tion colour allotted to the multi- 
Party camp. More often then not 
th^ draw a blank, for the Party, 
coffers are always empty. A few 
words oi encouragement, instructions 
to make do with locally collected re¬ 
sources are all that Krishna Prasad 
spares the young idealists before 
ordering them to remote areas, to 
reach some of which might require 
quite a few days’ trekk,ng. 

The Nepali Congress, its long years 
in the wilderness notwithstanding, 
has a large cadre of committed 
workers. Its organisational base, 
however, is not as strong as might 
be desired. To make up fur this 
there is the charismatic Koirala who 
projects a picture of quiet confidence. 
He has no doubt about the outcome 



Matrika Prasad Koirala 


of the referendum; and he firmly 
believes that King Birendra will not 
break his word. As he sees it, the 
lingering shreds of suspicion, if any. 
have been dispelled by the King’s 
want of general amestv. Which, in 
fact, has put the panchayat camp at 
a disadvantage and done the demo¬ 
crats a good turn. It may not be 
irrelevant here to touch on other 
groups and individuals that have 
made common cause With the demo¬ 
cratic forces. For instance, Dilli 
Raman Begmi, along with former 
Prime Ministers Tanka Prasad 
Adiaiya and K. I. Singh. Besides, 
there are the communist groups, both 
pro-Beijing and pro-Muscow. True, 
numerically and otherwise the pro- 
Moscow communists led by Keshar 
Jung RayamJhl count for little. But 
this does oot aooir to the groim 


functions unuer Monmohan Adhi 
kari’s leadership. Founder of thi 
communist movement in Nepal, Adhi 
kari is said to be the leader of oni 
of the pro-Beijing groups. The fac 
of the matter is that Adhikari, whi 
is BeUing oriented, is the only Nepa 
communist leader with a certaii 
following. Admitting his friendl; 
attitude toward China. Adhikari tol 
me, in no uncertain terms, that h 
was first and last a Nepal patriot ani 
that the point at issue currently wa 
not communism but the restoratio: 
of democracy. In the circumstancei 
the only course open to him was t 
work for the success of the mult 
Party camp, of which, Adhikari read 
ly conceded, Koirala was the unriva 
led leader. That is why he chose t 
cooperate with the Nepali Congress, 

This is not to suggest that tb 
Nepali Congress will just romi 
through the referendum. It is han 
strung by forces and factors that jus 
cannot be wished away. Relentles 
persecution and suffering over a tw< 
decade long period have not left tb 
Party unscathed. Dogged, almo: 
all along by the interminable proces 
of fission, fusion and fission, it 1 
certainly in no position to claim tha 
it is as purposefully united today a 
it was when it won, hands down, tb 
country’s first general elections i: 
1959. Lack of resources, intra-Part 
conflict and, above all, the larg 
gaps in the leadership chain hav 
had their adverse effect. Could i 
be denied that the distance, albei 
in terms of leadership qualities, hi 
tween Koirala and the rest is mud 
too great ? Another complicatin. 
factor is the presence of the hi. 
pqwers. They are not disinterestei 
odlookers; each has its own set o 
reasons to take more than merel 
an academic interest in the going: 
on in Nepal. It is just that som< 
do it braaenly while others prefer t 
act on the sly. This is somethin, 
the democrats can hardly afford t 
ignore. 

Be that as it may, it docs not cal 
for much inside knowledge to sa; 
that things will never be the aam* 
again in Nepal, irrespective of th< 
referendum verdict. Even if th< 
panchayat group gets through, tb 
kingdom will not revert to tb 
authoritarian system it suffered fron 
these past two decades. Fur tha 
matter, a carbon-copy of the West 
minster variety of Purliamentan 
framework will not immediately be 
come operative should the pcoph 
opt for the multi-Paity system. l)u 
one thing Is sure and it is that post 
referendum Nepal, no matter whai 
nomenclature its political systen 
might adopt, will have no more than 
two alternatives to choose from 
Either its political system must dc 
pend for its survival on the peopte 
ensuring their participation in the 
decision-making process, or it musi 
brace itself to meet the challenge ol 
the forces of disruption and disinte 
gration. King Birendra knows it, sc 
does Koirala. Whicli, in a way, ex 
plains why the . two are talking 




Move over Zia 


But who win take his place ? 



P KISTAN’s mibtary regime was 
never regarded as a stable poli¬ 
tical enterprise in any major capital, 
with possible exception of Peking. 
The Chinese leaders have, over the 
past two decades, amply demon¬ 
strated their fondness for Pakistan’s 
uniformed Presidents, but even they 
must now be developing serious 
doubts about Zia’s viability. Develop¬ 
ments in Pakistan Over the last 
month indicate that the dictator’s 
isolation is virtually complete. The 
General is more unpopular than he 
was at the time of Bnutto’s execution 
a year ago. Undoubtedly aware of 
this fact, he recently told Pakistani 
Journalists; “I am not a know-all. 
There are many Pakistanis who are 
abler than I, who are more capable 
than I, more competent than I. They 
must come at the right time to take 
off from where I leave. But I must 
leave at the proper place and not 
Just run away”. The fact of the 
matter is that the overwhelming 
majority of the country beheves that 
there is no time like the present for 
the General to dapart. Z.a’s lefusal 
to share power gradually isolated him 
from the right-wing political Parties. 
Many of these have lost all credibi¬ 
lity for having collaborated with the 
military in the first place. In reality 
they were cynically utilised hv the 
fit Generals who felt the need for a 
modicum of civilian support in the 
period leading up to Bhutto’s execu¬ 
tion. Their services were dispensed 
. ■’’^^-•'«'n__jtft«rwftird»- Todav even 


the neo-fascist Jamaat-i-Islami has 
withdrawn its support and called for 
a civilian Government. 

The new crisis is clearly a result 
of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
Zia was confronted with a real 
dilemma. The fact that hatred for his 
regime is almost universal inside 
Palcistan meant that he could not 
utilise the Soviet intervention to win 
mass support. The response of the 
Pakistani people to Afghanistan has 
been extremely muted. Many of Zia’s 
opponents cherish the hope that the 
Red Army might solve their problems 
with a quick thrust onward to 
Islamabad. In private they will even 
say so. Immediately after the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, the Penta¬ 
gon and the US wanted to transform 
Pakistan into a US military base. 
This display of indecent haste fur¬ 
ther limited Zia’s options. A regime 
as unpopular and unrepresentative 
as bis could not afford a decision 
which might further inflame public 
oplnioa So the US plan was reject¬ 
ed on the grounds that the £175 
million being offered was ‘peanuts’. 
At the same time Pakistani civil ser¬ 
vants made it known to the United 
States that most of the aid should, in 
any event, be routed through China, 
which was still regarded as the coun¬ 
try's ‘oldest ally’. The State Depart¬ 
ment was displeased and talk of re¬ 
placing Zia began to be heard in the 
corridors. Aware of what was taking 
place, the desperate dictator threw 


out some feelers to the Soviet Union. 
He offered to allow mutually agreed 
inspection teams to be stationed on 
the Pak-Afghan border and stressed 
Pakistan’s comm.tment to ‘non- 
alignment’. The Cuban Foreign 
Minister recently visited Pakistan to 
assess the situation, but Moscow it¬ 
self has yet to respond to the over¬ 
tures. 


Between 14 and 17 March there 
was a half-baked attempt at a jcoup 
designed to topple Zia. It failed and 
a Chinese military delegation in the 
country led by Xiao Ke, Vice- 
Minister of Defence, pledged in pub¬ 
lic support ‘as ever’ the struggle of 
Pakistan ‘and its armed forces’ to 
safeguard the country. Zia dismiss¬ 
ed two of his senior military col¬ 
leagues and appointed six new 
Lieutenant-Generals. The two dis¬ 
missed men. General Faiz Ali Chishti 
and Ghulam Hassan, were relieved of 
their military commands and dis¬ 
missed from the Federal Cabinet. 
General Chishti had been the master¬ 
mind behind the coup which toppled 
Bhutto in July 1977. An extremely 
aggressive and self-confident officer, 
be had clearly chafed at the succes¬ 
sion of mistakes made by Zia. 
General Ghulam Hassan, a Pathan 
General, was the Co-ordinator of the 
Intelligence Services and third most 
powerful General in the country. 

Some weeks prior to his removal, 
Chishti had visited North America and 
Britain, While in London he had 
been unusually frank in informal dis¬ 
cussions with Pakistams resident in 
London. He stated that Zia was a 
disaster for the country; that his in¬ 
cessant lies were an embarrassment 
to the military; that the army was 
in a demoralised state and ‘‘I’ve 
reached the end of my patience”. 
Whether Chishti was being groomed 
to take over from Zia by the US State 
Department is an open question, but 
American Journalists had evinced a 
remarkable interest in his movements 
since last December. Chishti remain¬ 
ed confident even after his removal 
A friend who rang him from London 
and asked what he intended to do 
was told: ‘I’m at least the elected 
President of the Rawalpindi (^If 
Club 1” 


rue break-up of the unity of the 
top echelons of the army is the stron- 
^manifestation yet of the crisis 
?• Pakistan, Zia is seen as a 

liability by the United States. But 
who can replace him ? Another coup 
would not necessarily improve mat¬ 
ters, though it might provide a bridge 
to the leadership of Bhutto’s People’s 
Party, which would win a majority 
in any election. But an election could 
prove to be an expensive gamble. It 
would unleash a set of mass moblli 
sation and in Baluchistan it 
would return a nationalist Govern¬ 
ment 


7ABIQ ALI. London 
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The cigarette war 


Smoking injures the vendors, too 



■Dhama of cigarette retcMers opposite the Municipal Corporation 


UVTEXT time you stop to buy a 
packet of agarettes, tuink 
about the poor vemipr’s economic 
exploitation at the hands of manu¬ 
facturers. Come to toiok of it, the 
courteous vendor is obliging the own¬ 
ers of cigarette industry. What does 
the vendor get in return for sefliing 
the cigarettes? Hardly anything; eight 
paise as gr^s promt on a packet 
means a daily gross income ot only 
Rs Id if a vendor sells as many as 200 
packets. And most vendors don’t sell 
as many as 200 packets; tuey subsist 
on tne saies of bini, pan matcnboxes 
and cold drinks. Tnis is grave in¬ 
justice and we decided to do some¬ 
thing about it”, tne organising 
secretary of the Mumbai Biui-Tam- 
bakbu Vyapari Sangb, Mr Harisb- 
cbandra Shetye, told SUNDAY. 

To press thek demands, ttie Sangh 
launcbed an indennite strike on 
April 4 and ever since not a single 
vendor in Bombay has reportedly 
traded in cigarettes. Till the time 
of going to press, there has been no 
perceptible softening of stands on 
either side—^the 14,500 vendors re¬ 
presented by the Mumbai Bidi- 
Tambakhu Vyapari Sangb and the 
cigarette manufacturers by the Ciga¬ 
rette Manufacturers’ Association. A 
compromise seems to have been rul¬ 
ed (mt and each side is apparently 
waiting for the other to surrender. 
The prelude to the strike was the 
dhama outside the factories of the 
two major dgarette manufacturers 
In the city—Golden Tobacco and God¬ 
frey Phillips on March 27. 

The Sangh’s most important 
demand is that the cojnmission for 
vendors must be raised to 15 per 
ceiU of a cigarette packet’s market 
price and the wholesalers be given a 
cimmission of 2.5 per cent. If and 
when the cigarette manufacturers 
accept this formula it would mean a 
gross profit of 37.5 paise for the 
vendor and 6.5 paise for the whotte- 
on a packet of cigarettes priced 
at 2.50, The Saagh has com* 
mun^ted its demand to all the five 
^“rpal dgarette manufaciurers; 
Godfrey PhUilpa. nc, Golden Tobao 
“etlonal Tobacco and the Vaiir 
Sultao Tobacco company. 


The Mumbai Bidi-Tambakhu Vya¬ 
pari Singh was founded in 1968 under 
the leadership of George Fernandes 
who was responsible for initiating 
trade union movements in other 
fields too. The office bearers of the 
Sangh contend that over the years, 
cigarette vendors and wholesalers 
have been treated vwy shabbily by 
cigarette manufadurers. The prices 
of cigarettes have skyrocketed during 
the last decade but the vendors’ 
commission has remained static. Acc¬ 
ording to the Sangh organisers, the 
Government should hav£ intervened 
in the matter long ago and brought 
an end to the ‘ unpardonable and 
savage exploitation”. Ashok Vaikul, 
the Sangb’s secretary and the owner 
of a small cigarette shop in Bombay 
told SUNDAY; *‘Wc were agitating 
for some sort of common commission 
that is, trying to get for ourselves 
something akin to what the Govern¬ 
ment gives for aU essential com¬ 
modities. For instance, the grain and 
groceries retailers get 15 per cent. 
Also, lottery sellers get 15 per cent 
and the retailers of non-essential items 
like liquor get as much as 35 per 
cent as commission. Despite the fact 
that cigarettes are luxury items, on 
an average we only get six per cent 
as commission”. A cigarette vendor 
told SUNDAY: ‘‘What I earn as com¬ 
mission is shameful. After sitting in 
the cigarette stall for more than 14 
hours every day, we can't earn more 
than Rs 10. Tnis is the gross profit. 
From this sum we have to substract 
the establishment cost, among other 
things. Eventually, our net income 
works out to less than Rs 9 every 
day”, 

Ashok Vaikul is confident about 
the success of the strike in Bombay. 
He says: “We first gave the manu¬ 
facturers an eight-day ultimatum to 
amend their rates of commissions. 
They did nothing. So we dkt what 
we bad said we would. Since the 
htrike not a single cigarette pack has 
been lifted from any ot Bombay’s 
cigarette manufacturers. We are for¬ 
tunate in one way. Since 
smokers found it impossible to 
buy cigarettes, they switdied 
over to nidis where our com¬ 
mission is ctmsiderabiy higher, bet¬ 


ween 30 and 35 per cent. We have ttte 
strength to see this strike throu gh ” 

The Sangh has now taken up the! 
task of taking their struggle to other 
parts of the country. A delegation 
of Sangh workers came to Calcutta 
in the third yveek of April and orga* 
nised a meotina which was attended 
by a large number of i^oles&lers and 
vendo|(s. Tlie Sangh proposes to 
orgenise a strike in Calcutta while 
the Sangh office bearers who had 
travelled from Bombay tdd SUNDAY 
in Calcutta: “We are happy wiHi 
the response we received. We shall 
soon go to Delhi and Ahmedabad to 
meet cigarette vendors and whole¬ 
salers”. On March 22, the grout 
left for Ahmedab^. 

Calcutta has roughly one lakh 
vendors, most of them without a 
proper licence issued by Corporation 
authorities. The initial investment is 
paltry enough to attract a large 
number of unemployed people. As a 
matter of fact, Calcutta is the largest 
dgarette selling centre in eastern 
I^ia. irc dominates the market in 
the region and the vendors and 
wholesalers are yet to form a proper 
union. 

The Mumbai Bidi-Tarobakhu Vya¬ 
pari Sangh recently won a small 
batfile against dgarette manufactur¬ 
ers. Sometime ago, ITC launched 
Classic, a luxury brand priced at Rs 
10 but the vendors in Bombay re- 
fused to sell it unless they were 
given 15-per cent as commission. ITC 
did not agree to this demand and as 
a result vendors did not sell Classic. 
On the other hand. Golden Tobacco 
agreed to dish out a 15 per cent com¬ 
mission on their new product Panama 
Prince. As a result of this, dgarette 
vendors are making 28 paise as profit 
on everv Panama Prince pack. The 
Sangh is also responsibfle for boosting 
the sales of Sivakasi match boxes in 
and around Bombay at the expense 
of Wimeo. Sharad Rao, the Sinjffi’s 
pre-sident says that the movement of 
.cigarette vendors will soon become a 
'national phenomenon. 

R. A. Poddar. chief executive 
advisor of Godfrey Phillips is bitter¬ 
ly critical of what the Cigarette 
Manufacturers’ Assodation (CMA) 
calls “blackmail” on the part of 
vendors. He toQd SUNDAY in Bom¬ 
bay: “You have to remember that 
the vendors have made absolutely no 
investment—at one time we calculat¬ 
ed that their annual profit on invest¬ 
ment works out to over 740 per cent. 
Most of the vendors are selling the 
cigarettes at inflated rates and earn¬ 
ing 1.500 per cent as profits in the 
process. And why are vendors in 
Bombay alone demanding larger com¬ 
mission? All'over the country vendors 
get a .standard 6 per cent commission”. 

It however appears that the move¬ 
ment will soon have the country in 
its grip. Unfless a compromise is 
reached, in the near future smokers 
of all .shades will face an acute' 
dgarette .famine. In Bombay, most 
middle class and lower middle class 
customers have already switched over 
to bidis. 

S N. M. ABO! and ASHISH 
RAJADHYAKSHA. Bombay 
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III VA/I cuA.tux 



What was Emmanuers 
crime ? 


A case of no clues 



O N tbe momintf of Mardi 29. 

Enunanuefl WillTamt, 22, ftnUfaed 
his bath, got ready and left nU home 
for Mehta Export, the factory where 
he worked. On the way he stopped 
at a tea stall near his house at Moor 
Lines, Delhi Cantonment, to have a 
cup of tea. Even before ne could 
get his cup of tea, he suddenly felt 
a hand on his shoulder. He turned 
around and saw constable Vijay Pal 
Singh, standing next to him. Before 
he realised what was happening he 
was whisked away to the Delhi Can¬ 


tonment police Nation for interro¬ 
gation. The reason: be was suspect* 
ed to be invoQved in the kidnapping 
of a girl, Raj, who had been missing 
fCHT the last two days. Raj. a 14- 
yearold girl, and daut^ter of Jaipal 
Singh, a gate keeper at Palain dnema 
worked as a maid servant in a nearby 
locality. On March 27, she went out 
for shopping but never returned. To 
this date her whereabouts are un¬ 
known. Anxious about what had 
happened to his daughter, Jaipal 
Singh went to the Delhi Cantonment 
police station and lodged a com¬ 
plaint. He, however, did not flSe an 
FIR until March 31, wherein he stated 
■that he suspected that Emmanuel 
might be involved in the kkinapping 
of nls daughter. Sometime back he 
had found a photograph of Emmanuel 
in tbe poasession of Raj. Suspecting 
that they were having an affair, he 
had admonished her. Further, he said 
that on the day his daumter dis¬ 
appeared, some people nad seen 
Emmanuel around the locality where 
he lived. In the meanwhile, accord¬ 
ing to D. F. Williams, Emmanuefl’s 
father, word had got around that the 
police had taken away his son. He 
waited throughout the day for him to 
come back home. When finally, till 
the evening Tie did not return, he 
went to the police station to inquire. 
There he found his son in police 
custody, sitting in a comer and weep¬ 
ing after being subjected to torture. 
A shnilar pattern developed in the 



following days. Either on his way 
work, or while returning from worit^- 
Emmanuei would be picked up bF- 
the police, interrogated and. then re*'; 
leasM, Emmanuel would return home 
a troken boy and teB his father the’ 
torture he had gone through. 

Helpless at what was happenin#,; 
D. F. Williams, finally approaCheQj 
Mrs Vhnal Nari, an ex*Metropolltatt..’ 
Councillor and Member of the- 
Contonment Board for help and; 
advice- On April 8, Mrs Nagi, after, 
hearing the story went to the poSice 
station and met the Station House 
Officer. She also saw Emmanuel In. 
the police lock-up who, she said, on- 
seeing her said: “The police will kiu^ 
me, they won’t leave me. Pleate help 
me get out of here”. Once again,- 
that night Emmanuel waa released. 
But this did not stop his piliiht 
Emnumuel’s father said that every 
day the boy was taken for inteirogo* 
tton and he returned home in a bad 
condition. On April 11, too, Emma* 
nuel was taken tor interrogation by 
the police at around 4 In the evening. 
And the same day after a ooupla of 
hours, Emmanuel was found lying 
by the roadside about a 100 yards 
from his house, in an unconsdous 
state, frothing at the mouth. Im¬ 
mediately, dTf. Williams’s neighbours 
contacted him. He rushed to the 
spot and took his son to the canton- 
meut general hospital. Tbe doctors 
at the hospital referred the case to 
the Safdargunj hospital, where Em¬ 
manuel was admitted in the emer¬ 
gency ward. At no stage, despite the 
repeated beatings, could the police 
extract a statement from Emmanuel 
saying that he was involved in tbe 
kidnan>ing. For five days he battled 
for life, all tbe while unconscioua 
and in a state of coma, unable to 
utter a word. On April 16, at 3.30 pm 
he died, without having issued any 
statement. Before his body was re¬ 
leased, a post mortem was conducted. 

That evening Emmanuel’s body was 
brought to Moor IJn^, to his home 
and was put in a coffin. By this time 
word of Emmanuel’s death had spread 
and tempers got inflamed. Relatives, 
friends and nei^bours who were 
aware of the police beating decided 
to take the body in a procession to the 
police station. With cries of "Khooni 
police hai, hai’’ (murderer police, 
shame, shame) and “Baocha mar dWa. 
hai, hai’’ (they have killed a child, 
shame, shame), the procession pro¬ 
ceeded to tbd police station. Moat of 
those in the procession carried Uad( 
flags and some had even draped 
themselves with black shawls. As 
the procession reached the police 
station and people refused to move, 
the SP and the ASP arrivM. A. M. 
Das, the general secretary of tbe Air 
Force Civilian Workers Union, who 
was leading the procession along 
with Mrs Vimal Nagi, then explain¬ 
ed the situation to the aenior police 
officials, who assured them that the 
matter would be looked into. Finally, 
after a fou^hour Dong dharna. and 
after the assurance had been given, 
tbe body waa taken to the cantonment 
cemetery and Emmanuel’s body was 
laid to rest in tbe presence of senior 
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-*laval Sfaigb involved in the uHcnv 
getlon, have been ausp^ed pending 
an inquiry. 


Though no final medical report has 
been made out, according to the poet* 
mortem repmrt a greenish substance 
was found in Emmanuel’s stomach 
and it is claimed that he died due 
to some unknown poisoning. But the 
real cause of the death will be 
announced after the examination of 
the viscera. The medical report also 
says that no signs of external injury 
were found on the body of EnunanueO. 
But it is common Imowledge that 
police beating does not always leave 
marks on the body. And as a police 
officer admitted, "He was given bMt* 
ings, but not third degree ones”. 


According to Mrs Vimal Nagi: 
“The police tortured hbn so mudi 
that he probably decided to commit 
suicide. He could not take the 
torture any more. After all. if every 
day you are tortured without imy 
hope of the beating ending, then 
whet do you do?” Emmanuel’s father 
suspects foulplay, and as be told 
this reporter, "It was because of the 
police that he died. I can tell you. 
my son was innocent”. There are 
some interesting facts, however. 
Though the police, on the basis of the 
information given by Jaipal Singh, 
suspect that Emmanuel did have a 
hand in the disappearence of Raj, 
they did not either arrest or nffidal- 
Iv keep him in police custody. Yet. 
they regularly brought him over for 
police interrogation and kept him for 
considerably long periods of time, 
Secondly, there seOms to be a con¬ 
tradiction as far as the number of 
occasions on which Emmanuel was 
interrogated is concerned. Though 
the police authorities should have a 
record of the exact number of times 
on which a person is interrogated the 
statement issued by them says: 
“Emmanuel was callled for interroga¬ 
tion to the police station three or 
four times”. Emmanuel’s relatives 
and neighbours, however, say that be 
was called for interrogation virtually 
every day. The police are also 
singularly tigbt-lipp^ and defensive 
on this issue. “An inquiry is on and 
therefore we are in no position to 
.say anything. It is only after the 
inquiry is over that the facts will 
emerge,” said Dr K. K. Paul, SP, 
South Delhi. But the police maintain 
that they bad no band whatsoever 
in Emmanuel’s death. 

The police maintain that they see 
no reason why they would be involv¬ 
ed as no complaint was made against 
the police between April 11 and 16 and 
say that the mattbr was polMldsed 
after the death of Emmanuel. But 
as Emmanuel’s father said.'' “At that 
tipie we were more bothered .about 
saving the life of my son. We did not 
even think of complaining against 
anyone." Again, the police w that 
they got to know of Emmanuers con¬ 
dition only when the Safdargunj 
hospital authoritka informed raem 
that it wae a medico-legal caee of 
suspected polsouliw. Whet the police, 
however, admit is that “some irre¬ 
gularities were found in the invest!- 


^ the case” as a result of 
whidh twiM^lioe personnel were sus¬ 
pended. The nature of the irregula- 
riUes they refuse to reveal. The "arre- 
gularities” are beiim investigated by 
Additional D^ty Commissioner of 
Police, Mr Sewa Dass. Whatever 
may be the cause of Emmanuel’s 
death', bis father will now be without 


his only son. Shortly after his deatb^ 
a delegation was led to riie w 
Governor’s bqyse and Mr M. 
Jagmohan has promised to pay ooi^ 
pensation for his death. But will tbal 
compensate for the loss of his only 
support during bis (dd age? 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi ■ 
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> TOP producer thought 
It he was beioff very wise 
*en he wanted to sign 
» Roaichee for a role in 
« of his overcrowded 
ttltistarrers. It was 
pposed to be a very 
aallenging” role and 
erefore the producer 
sumed that the star 
■ttcerned would not 
unand a fabulous sum. 
ae very name of the 
.■oducer was supposed to 
ake the .star jump for the 
»le. But KaakJiee is not 
ist another star—she is 
1 individual who thinks, 
/hen she quoti'd her price, 
le man acted in typical, 
nide fashion. He told her 
lat if she didn’t agree to 
leir price (peanuts) they 
ould take the next plane 
> get another star and she 
ould jump for it at half 
teir offer! He thought the 
ureat would force Raakhee 
to accepting his offer. On 
le contrary, it put her off 
unpfetely! 


S PURRED on by her films' 
success, Rekha has 
become bold and innovative. 
Like she did this Madras 
fiJm with Kamalahasan 
when she found out that 
another South tndian sex- 
bomb, Kalpana Iyer was 
slated for that role. Never 
before had Rekha gone out 
to ask for roles, leave «k«e. 
one in a film from Madras. 
And now shn has gone one 
step further to prove to 
Rmkhee that .she can also 
wear white in her teir 

Vogita; Kishore Kumar*s 
loss is Muimn's gain 




like Raal<>hee did in Kabhi 
Kabhie and Tapasya. Good 
for Rekha; at least she is 
concciitiating on her work. 

N OW that the Kiahon- 
Yogita divorce has come 
through, will R be long 
before Leena offidallv 
begiiis living with Kishore? 
And will it mean Mithun 
wd Yogita tyinig the knot 
legally? Hope that doesn’t 
upset the scales because 
Mithun is a rising star and 
marriage might tilt the 
balance unfavourably for 
him. Yogita, who was 
showing a bit of promise 
after her Kishore-marriage-* 
flasoo. may again dip d(^. 
Why can’t such girb (like 
Rekha and Porveen) w1k> 
need to be constantly in 
love with a man stay that 
way—they make a hash out 
of their marriage, by 
hurrying their spouses into 
it unwillingly and then 
making a hash out of their 
careers by ooocentrating 
on other things besides 
their worki 

W HAT started as a 
helpless undertakbig 
might well turn out a 
, money-spinning venture: 
Raahesh RoiHan was 
helping out a friend who 
wanted to make a film, end 
then the friend badchd cut. 
So Raakedi made Aap he 
Dmane and if the advance 
reports are to be trusted, tile 
film ehould do very well. ■ 








KHAAS BAAT 


r n iiTi Tiwi i^ wrrii i It iTiiwtnii q iii rigi i Tp i w ^ 


E ven during the ‘*inf 
yean of 

Karunanidhii’s regime. 
Madras was never notorious 
for the hind of film parties 
wUch take place in Bo<id>ay. 
In ^aip contrast, such 
parties and get-togethers 
have become commoa 
today: mx>phant joumalists 
we shepberded into a safe 
hotel their fantasies 
are irrigated by alcohoL 
Of late, some actors and 
actresses too are throwing 
"wet" parties in their hotel 
suites. And a heroine with 
a musical name organised 
/one such hinge but some of 
; the journalists were 
reportedly annoyed as she 
kept the best b^e for her 
producers and served 
second grade aloohol to the 
Press. 

I N one of his forthcoming 
films Hitler Vmaneth, 
actor Shiaji Ganesan is 
shown wearing a Hitlor-like 
mask. That may be the 
only connection the film has 
with Hitler. Years ago. 

SivaJi produced a film 
entitled Vietnam Veedu, a 
terrib^ melodrama about a 


house of perpetual conflicts. 
In one of the scenes from 
the script (vdilch was also 

S eed by Sivaji). he was 
saying: sons 

are never good to me but, 
then why should 1 complaint 
After all even Gandhi’s sons 
weren't faithful to him". 
Well, one of Gandhi’s 
grandsons who’s an IAS 
officer wrote a letter to 
Sivaji Ganesan corret^ng 
. the observation. Sivaji 
promptly dropped the 
incorrect line from the 
script and didn’t include it 
in the'film toq^ Incidentally, 
of late>Sivaji is showing 
greajt^ aptitude for decorative 
titles. He has acted in 
General Chakravarthy, Justice 
Gopmath, Pilot Premnath, 
and now. Hitler Vnumath. ■ 
Suggested titles: Stoitn 
Muthnehamy, Marshal Tito 
Manickam and Mountbatten 
Mannarsamy. Please note, 
PIOUSJI holds the 
oopyright for these titles. 

N OW that Kamaltthasan is 
accepting assignments in 
Hindi (he has three Hindi 
films on hand), it’s high time 
some enterprising pr^ucer 





Sripriffa in a seme from ‘’NachUram" 



remade his Tamil 
super fail Kalyana Raman. 
As the dini'^t Kalyanam, 
Kamalahasan was superb 
and the film puUed aowds 
solely because of him. 

Recently when Madras 
Doordarsfaan gnuounced 
that Kalyana Raman, would 
be telecast, dozens of 
letters; mostly from 
students, requested the 
Doordarshan authorities 
not to telecast the film 
during the examination 
season. And some 
‘‘miscreant’’ (was it a 
student?) even telephoned 
the Doordarshan Kendra 


and announced that four 
bombs bad planted 
inside the building. The 
film was telecast according 
to schedule. Scores of police 


personnel combed the 
sprawling Doordarshan 
Kendra and realised after 


four bour^ that it was only 


a hoax. 


H OW can we have yet 
another hero oall^ 
Mohan when LakshmPs 
.actor-husband Mohan is 
still in the field? The 
makers of Nenjathai 
Killathey feel that 


Lakshmi’s Mohan may not^ 
stage a come-back in Tamil 
tibns ait all (we hear he has 


ri couple of Mslayalatn 
films), and people have 


even forgotten his 
existence. As a matter of 
fact, he was never popular 
iu Tamil films and hasn’t 
acted in more than four 
Tamil films. And Mohan 
seems to be an intelligent 
and sensitive person. He 
avoids sticking to his wife'! 
saree. When Ljkshmi took 
up the direction of a 
I'amil-Kannada bilingual, 
she didn’t even v^ispt'r hei 
husband’s name during thi.- 
casting. When asked why 
she didn’t do so, she 
quipped: “He just didn’t 
suit that role" 

S RIPRTYA’s Nalchaihiram 
too has opened to full 
houses: if the initial 
enthusiasm is carried on, 
the film will help to prop tip 
Sripriva’s sagging ixipularity 

R AJNI SHARMA wants 
SUNDA'V' readers to 
know that she ha.sn’t given 
up trying for Hindi lilins: 
She has a couple of 
assignments like Salle Pe 
Salta (the film has live 
heroes including Amilabh 
and live heroines). And 
though Tamil prinlucers arc 
paying more attention to 
her than Hindi ones, she 
believes her stars will soon 
shine in Bombay. 

PIOUSJI 
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THE WORLD 


Barely musical 


Stiff upper Hair today, gone tomorro* 

maI Two hundred of the best- nice to young people, no 

groomed heads in England matter what their idiosyn- 
The Chucnel (the British gathered in Eastbourne for crades were. Mr David Col- 
Channel Tunnel) is not yet the annual conference of the dough, president of the 
dead. Around 1975. when National Hairdressers’ Fede- body, told his members that 
the British Prime Minister ration. And what did they it was not their business to 
Harold Wilson backed out of confer about? Oh. well, the moralise on their clients. He 
the Anglo-French project be- kind of attitude that drives insisted that they should 
cause of hnancial reasons, people to use boot polish oq open their minds—and dows 
the French were rather an- their hair, for instance. In —to all people, no matter 
understan- addition, they were told to how outlandish they looked, 
dable. since the idea of the modernise their views and be Punks for instance. 

Chunnel has long enjoyed . . 

late, however, under 'Z\ Rutining—not a country 

Mrs The Shah has done quite arrived in Cairo on March 14 
ipatOTer, the project has re- a bit of travelling lately, al- this year, where Sadat was 
ceiveo a shot in the arm. As though it would seem that determine to show his 
regaras Oovernment involve- he has finally found a place gratitude to the Shah for the 
Ihe of sanctuary. From Teheran, help that the former Iranian 
cvrp • 1 - /3'lway, which dty he left on January monarch extendi to Egypt 

I * !r*,9**y hod 16, 1979, he went to Aswan in the face of a boycott Iw 

„ totally committed, and from there to Morocco. Arab nations following the 

However, there are o-hers in From Morocco it was a long Camp David peace agree- 

way to the mtot with Israel. There has 
Who have impressed the Con- Bahamas and then to Mexico, been a furore over the Shah’s 
seryative Government with He was in New York from arrival in Cairo and the 

December 2. w'arm weQcorae extended by 
financing of construrtlom One 1979 and in San Antonio for Sadat has increased iK'essure 

weeks In December on the Egyptitn President to 
Af ti,^ollo^ing wWch he celebrat- redouble his - demonstration 

Cham? TuLd*Group^^e Panama. He of lovaltv to the Arab cause. 

company has approached the 
French Government about 
the project but the Govern¬ 
ment is silent. 

No wonder then, that 
Frenchmen soy: “But it is 
not the French you mugt 
ask about the tunnel—we 
have always wanted it. It is 
the BritiM who must de¬ 
cide’'. 


cloud for some time, but not the picture shows them with brought to theatres thh> 
their music. No sir, their Vailerie Perrine in a scene summer with a 13.5 million 

music continued to go places, from the movie itself. AI- price tag. Looks as if The 

The group was later asked though you wouldn't think Village People are baring 

to do a film—Allan Carr’s so, judging by their cost- up well to the demands of 

“Can’t Stop The Music’’ and umes, the film is being Hollywood. 


Two hundred of th© best- 
groomed heads in England 
gathered in Eastbourne for 
the annual conference of the 
National Hairdressers’ Fede¬ 
ration. And what did ^ey 
confer about? Oh, well, the 
kind of attitude that drives 
people to use boot polish on 
their hair, for instance. In 
addition, they w^re told to 
modernise their views and be 


nice to young pmple. no 
matter what their idiosyn- 
crades were. Mr David Col- 
clou gh, president of the 
body, told his members that 
it was not their business to 
moralise on their clients. He 
insisted that they should 
open their minds—and doews 
—to all people, no matter 
how outlandish they looked. 
Punks for instance. 


Rutinitig—not a country 


The Shah has done quite 
a bit of travelling lately, al¬ 
though it would seem that 
he has finaBy found a place 
of sanctuary. From Teheran, 
which dty he left on January 
16, 1979, he went to Aswan 
and from there to Morocco. 
From Morocco it was a long 
bike all the way to the 
Bahamas and then \o Mexico. 
He was in New York from 
October 22 to December 2, 
1979 and in San Antonio for 
two weeks In December 
following which he celebrat¬ 
ed Christmas in Panama. He 


arrived in Cairo on March 14 
this year, where Sadat was 
detennin^ to show his 
gratitude to the Shah for the 
help that the former Iranian 
monarch extended to Egypt 
in the face of a boycott by 
Arab nations following the 
Camp David peace agree¬ 
ment with Israel. There has 
been a furore over the Shah’s 
arrival in Cairo and the 
w'arm weQcome extended by 
Sadat, has increased j»-essure 
on the Egyptitn President to 
redouble his' demonstration 
of lovaltv to the Arab cause. 



Programmeil 

action 

Computers are the “fav-- 
oured tools of people who 
dominate. They serve to 
exploit, to document, to con¬ 
trol and to punish. To-, 
morrow telematic teconiques 
will inaugurate 1984’’, said 
the Conuniitee To Liquidate 
Or Neutralise Computers 
(CLNC) in a letter to tto 
newspaptf. Liberation. The 
Committee membere, ‘tech¬ 
nicians in the computer field, 
well placed to appreciate its 
dangers to society’’, have 
lived up to their name and 
their ip^essed ideals. In 
early April they set nr© to 
the computer works of 
Pnilips Data Systems at 
Toulouse, near Paris. And 
to clinch their objectives the 
group removed programmed 
tapes containing mater^ 
“destined lor use by French 
forces and secret services’’, 
which loss' Philips has deni¬ 
ed. The company, however, 
need not have worried about 
lasing business, thanks to 
the CLNC group whidl is 
also known as Direct Action. 
The urban guerrilla group 
members destroyed program¬ 
med tapes of their rival 
company — CII-Honeywell- 
BuU. 

And the French Govern¬ 
ment? They are not bother¬ 
ed about any direct action. 
Inspite of the attacks the 
Cabinet has decided to ex¬ 
pand the existing memory 
banks for industrial, i^dal 
and public use. As far as 
the CLNC is oonoemed, that’s 
more fuel for their tires. 


Who’s right? 

BsAlet dancers of the Rome 
Opera House staged a wild¬ 
cat strike on Ai^ 10, only 
hours before the opera 
Gisells was sdiedulad to 
open- Giselle sttnred twobi 
names Rudolf Nureyev an 
Carla Fracd. Tbs atara. nor 
used to this sort of treat¬ 
ment, declared that they 
would dance im^iective of 
what the Rome Opera House 
dancers did. Badcitage, 
Nureyev told the striking 
dancers, “In a true demo*' 
cracy- the right to strike it 
saaed but so is the right to 
work’’. Not surpriiim^. 
then, as he went to won(« 
the 32 male ud fenute 
danosrs walked on to the 

• atetement 
about their strike. 







Save my 
Teddy 


Dogged 

resistance 



This B one dog who 
has earned his salary 
many times over. Rats, the 
Britiw army cross-bred 
Corgi terrier, was honour¬ 
ably discharged from the 
Services after a vet found 
that his health was going to' 
the dogs. More than being 
physically ill. Rats has been 
mentally shaken. Reason: 
for the past couplle of years 
he was based in Oos^ag- 
len in Northern Ireland, 
and while accompanying bis 
human colleagues on patrtd, 
he braved the occasional 
bombs. He has also been 
injured by something called 
a “car bomb” and been 
burnt by a petrol bomh In 


fact, ' he still has four 

S ieoes oi car metal in his 
Ddy from the first mishap, 
when he also received head 
and leg injuries. In add^ 
tion, he has presented 
virith a gcrid medal for 
devotion to duty. Hie 
Prince of Wales Company 
of the First Battalion 
Wedsh Guards, with whom' 
he did his last stint of 
duty, gave him a fitting 
farewell. Since Rats loves 
Army helicopters, they few 
him to his place of retire¬ 
ment in one. His place of 
retirement,, incidentally, js a 
secret since Irish terrorists 
have a price on Rats’ head. 
It’s a dog’s (life indeed! 


Body 

beautifiil 


Bitter Pill for husbands 


Pope John Paul II has 
been known to do a lot of 
things; hug babies, watch 
circus clowns perform, write 
poems and even see his oWn 
play being enacted at the 
Vatican. Recently be was 
asked to perform a rather 
extraordinary miracle. .At 
Rome’s Fumicino Airport, 
36-ycar-old James Leo Con¬ 
nor from Philadelphia paced 
up and down wearing a 
sandwichboard with a mess¬ 
age imploring the Holy 
Father to help Senator Ed¬ 
ward Kennedy win the 
Pennsylvania ■ ‘primary. And 
the Senator did win! 


(en)Lighten 
your pockets 

Where is the World Gov¬ 
ernment of the Age of En¬ 
lightenment? It is in Buck¬ 
inghamshire, in the stately 
ancestral home—Mentmore 
Toweis—oC Lord Rosebery. 
Ai.u mere are Ministers, toa 
There is the Minister of In¬ 
formation and Inspiration 
and a Minister of All Possi-| 
bility. The function of the 
World Government is to take 
those who have been unable 
to find mental peace on a 
“joumey towarus creative in¬ 
telligence.” The Minister* try 
to explain how mental peace 
cap be achieved through 
transcendental meditation. 

Most of those who visit 
Mentmore Towers have tried 
drugs and hormones, the 
whole works. In desperation 
thev each spent a pound for 
a day of “enlightenment”. 
But what they received was 
nothing. 


11 you have been deprived 
of something, revolt. That’s 
precisely what the wives of 
European Economic Com¬ 
munity bureaucrats in -Lux¬ 
emburg did. Their demand 
was that their husbands— 
based in Strasbourg—return 
permanently. The European 
Parliament is now in Stras¬ 
bourg while a new £1,200 
million building has been 
built to house *it permanent¬ 
ly in Luxemburg. Parlia¬ 
ment staffers, who number 
about 800, have to commute 
to and fro for one week 
every month along with tons 
of documents from Luxem 
burg to Strasbourg. 

Wives and husbands tole¬ 
rated this shifting tempora¬ 


rily because they had been 
told that the Parliament 
would shift to Luxemburg 
permanently this year. ITiat 
never happened since the dh-i 
partment which controls the 
Parliament’s working life 
passed by seven votes to four 
the dedsiou to remain in 
Strasbourg. The loneOy wives 
have aQready signed a peti¬ 
tion to be handed over to 
the Chairman of the EEC 
Mr Roy Jenkins, to shift the 
headquarters permanently to 
Luxemburg. There is a 
standing joke about tiie 
Luxemburg wives: that 
they do not have to resort 
to the Pill because their 
husbands are hardly ever at 
home. 



Wfloever heard of women 
flexing their musdes? Well 
in the beginning of April 
there was a body building 
Championship in Atlantic 
Ci^, USA where 33 con¬ 


testants not only showed 
their well-formed muscles 
but also their bodies. The 
judges agreed on the dtoioe 
of 24-year-old Rachel McLisfa 
of Harleton, Texas as the 
winner. There goes me 
more sacred preserve of 


Them planes 
don’t fly no more 





American military planes 
don’t fly. The US Air Force’s 
F-15 and F-16 and the Navy's 
F-14 and F-18 are having 
serious technical complica¬ 
tions. These planes have 
engines that wear out too 
fast, stall in manoeuvres el¬ 
even explode in mid-air. If 
they are to be. kept irt com¬ 
bat readiness their defects 
have to be set right, so the 
Pentagon is diverting urgent 


defence funds to keep these 
four aircraft types flying. 
Costs are also rising. A single 
F-18 costs around 17.4 
million dollars. Once the 
planes are in the air they 
can outfly or outshoot any- 
■thing that flies today, acc¬ 
ording to the Pentagon. But 
till the technical problems 
are ironed out the USA is in 
a losing race against other 
super powers. 


Economy 

drive 

''The most massive and 
profound industrial rev<4u- 
tion in peacetime history” is 
about to take plac^ in the 
shape of what the American 
Press terms “yvorW cars”, 
said Ford Motor Cmnpany 
chairman, Philip Caldwell. 
They will be smaller, will 
consume a lot less fuel than 
other American cars and will 
also be marketed inter¬ 
nationally. These models, the 
Ford Escort and Mercury 
Lynx, will have components 
from 12 different countries, 
will be assembled in the USA 
and Europe and sold almost 
anywhere in the world. 
General Motors another big 
name in’ the car industry will 
make its first “world car” in 
1981, while American Motors 
and their French partner 
Renault will join hands to 
produce a .similar car in 


49 













LIVING 


Jurisprurience 


Picking up the tempo 


Goa’s most eligible bachelor, 
the young and debonair Law 
Minister Dayanand Narve- 
har. a busy lawyer until he 
took to politics, has a serious 
problem on his plate. Four 
women employees of the 
Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court have complained to 
him that fornication within 
the court premises is not at 
all unique. Narvekar, whose 
good looks have set many 
a pretty heart aflutter, did 
not remain insensitive to the 
occupational hazards of the 
young damsels and ordered 
an immediate police investi¬ 
gation. However, the acting 
Inspector General of Police, 
Prabhakar Sinari bowed out 
on the plea that the conclu¬ 
sions would in no way 
enhance the reputation or 
prestige of the .ludiciary. 

By way of a gentle rehiinder, 
Mario Cabral e Sa points out 
that about a year ago. PWD 
plumbers were summoned to 
unclog the drains of the 
court’s privies. There was a 
mat deal of ribaldry when 
they emerged with over 150 
used rubber condoms, but 
discretion being the better 



part of valour, no one enquir¬ 
ed into the mystery. 
Meanwhile, having failed by 
way of the police, Narvekar 
referred the matter to the 
Central Governmeitt and re¬ 
ceived the answer that the 
Judiciary was to appoint its 
own vigilance officers. But 
then again, that doesn’t solve 
many problems. Narvekar is 
already ordering an investi¬ 
gation into the case of a 
young female typist who, 
lacking legal qualifications. 
Is about to be appointed a 
judge. 


Neither of them saw the 
"No Entry” sign at the cros¬ 
sing of Royd Street and Free 
School Street, Calcutta. The 
driver of the three-wheel 
tempo swung bis vehicle ac¬ 
ross the corner and the mo- 
torcycUst, close on bis heels, 
did likewise. The shrill sound 
of a police whistle rent the 
surroundings and the two 
lawbreakers were flagged 
down by an indignant traffic 
constable - All of a sudden 
there was the sound of an 
engine being gunned and it 
became clear to all around 
that the tempo driver was 
taking the opportunity to 
make a quick aetawa.v. The 
coBitable swiftly order¬ 
ed the motorcyclist to start 


Airs line 

What Is the maximum fine 
(under the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act) if 
one causes injury or death 
to an animal? Be it a horse or 
a squirrel, the penalty is Rs 
'SO. Despite this, the Madras 
branch of the Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to 


Please God, how about a few goals 


If you don’t have a god, wor- 
ahlp an idol. But what if 
you don’t even have an idol 
to worship? In Calcutta, 
reports Arijit Sen. the 
answer is simple. Find 
yourself a goalpost, get 
yourself a pundit and 
then kneel down and 
pray. Each year, the first 
day of Baisakh (Bengalf 
New Year), brings football 
officials, players and fans in 
their thousands to the mal- 
daa. the scene of many an 
epic soccer battle. At most 
of the big soccer clubs, a 
goalpost is put up amidst a 
great deal of pomp and cere¬ 
mony and at the hour ap¬ 
pointed by the Hindu alma¬ 
nac, a pundit invokes the 
blessings of the almightv. 
One has never been able to 
nnderstand the invocation 
but it is obviously directed 
towards the dual bleaslngs 
of saving and scoring goals, 
to the satisfaction of the 
club in question. 

The origins of this ritual 
date bade to the days when 
trophies became more Im- 
Mrtant than anything else. 
Ihe recruitment of top pla.v* 
era Is also backed up by 



bringing the game within the 
ambit of the Kali temples 
of the city of Calcutta— and 
the pundits, of course. How¬ 
ever, the gods have never 
been able to keep everyone 
happy at the same time. 
This year, April 14 saw thou¬ 
sands brave the scorching 
heat to gather on the Mohun 
Began and East Bengal 


S rounds. But, while East 

engtl’s prayers ended at 9 
am. Mohun Bagan’s began 
une hour later. The lnte^ 
venlng period was utilised 
^ the supporters of both 
Clubs to exchann bridebats 
from the ramparts, during 
whidi 30 teenagen were in¬ 
jured. Talk about teUgioua 
oJUtanoe. 


up and chase the errant 
tempo. The ensuing race did 
not last long as the motor¬ 
cycle soon overtook the tem¬ 
po and the policeman—^who 
was riding pillion—was able 
to flag it down once more, 
this time for keeps. The 
chastened tempo driver had 
to contend with a very irate 
policeman, while t^e motor¬ 
cyclist waited nervously to 
see what was going to be¬ 
come of him. After it was 
all over, the constable walk¬ 
ed up to the motorcydist. 
"And you”, he announced 
grandly "are free to go since 
you helped me.” And to 
prove his gratitude, he eras¬ 
ed the motorcyclist’s num¬ 
ber from his book. 


Animals has filed a case 
against the producer of a 
Tamil flQm, Kali. It was 
during the shooting of this 
movie that ten horses were 
recently injured in a fire. 
Since there was no fire ser¬ 
vice unit in attendance and 
it took more than eight hours 
to ad m it the horses to the | 
veterinary hospital, two died. 


Tenants* 

penance 

The things some people 
think of! Madras must be 
the only metropolitan dty 
in India where houseowners 
advertise their preference 
for prospective Brahmin ten¬ 
ants. 

There is the case of an ultra¬ 
conservative Brahmin house¬ 
owner in Santhome who is 
trying to throw out his 
tenant—who is also a Brah¬ 
min — because he doesn’t 
much care for the latter's 
fondness for fish. 

And he is not the only one 
having problems. Arthur 
Pais recently underwent a 
rather strange experience 
while househunting with his 
fiancee. When he saw a 
house that he liked, he 
naturally dedded to discuss 
the rent. But he received a 
shock instead when the 
owner told him discreetly, 
"We are pious Catholics tod 
we don’t like the idea of giv¬ 
ing out our house to people 
who roam around together 
even before they are 
married. For that matter, 
bow can we be sure that 
you’ll ever get manied?” 







The Hit King 


“You want to know what’s { 
tbe safest business in blms? 

You put up a large, impre-j 
ssive set tor your him, and . 

once your him is completed, 
start renting it out to mro- 
ducers wno are making films % 

in languages other tnan your 
own,” says O. Rama Naidu, 
one ol the shrewdest and 
most successfinl producers 
down Souttk Naidu has half 
a oozcn Telugu hits to his 
credit, and is now putting 
hnishing touches to his am¬ 
bitious Hindi venture Ban- 
dish starring Rajcsh, Hema, 

Danny and Tanuja. Earlier 
he produred such bumper 
hits as Frem Nagar, Dtl- 
door and DU Aur Deewor, 

”1 signed Rajesh and Hema 
much' before Rajesh staged 
a comebaefe through Amor 
Deep, and Hema was already 
receiving bad publicity, thanks 
to a couple of films but 

then 1 sell my films on the His next venture, a remake ful, comfortable dubbing Madras) was among the first 

basis of the story and both of one of tbe hits in Telugu theatre in Madras. Mr B. few invitees to bless tbe new 

Rajesh and Hema did good stars Jeetendra, and of Nagi Reddy, himself a very venture. Reddy was “Mtron 

work for my Prem Nagar" course Rajesh Khanna. Naidu successful producer and saint” Naidu when the 

Rama Naidu told Arthur Pais, reocntlly opened a very use- studio-boss (Vauhini in latter forayed Into | 


All at sea 


C-Ct r r f': 




First he had his hands and 
wt bound with metal chains. 
TImo Nathubhai Pabade, 
Ued 54, slipped from the 
boat that, was carrying him 
toto the waters of the 
Jamuna. A motley crowd of 


it 


about 100 people cheered ex¬ 
uberantly as he did so and 
then waited in anticipation 
to see how long it would 
take the swimmer to reap¬ 
pear. It took a few seconds, 
but his head soon bobbed 


above the .surface am^ the 
ipeople cheered again, this 
time slightly louder than be¬ 
fore. Pahade kept afloat for 
half an hour before he made 
his way to the shallow waters 
and was picked up by the 
boat to be brought back to 
shore. Tbe intrepid swimmer 
was unchained by Vid.vab 2 n 
Shah, president of the Guja¬ 
rat Samaj and, free of his 
shackles, he waved gleeful¬ 
ly to all those who stood 
around. 

Said Pahade. “I have swum 
the seven seas but 1 have 
not kept this honour for m.v- 
self. It is for the youth of 
today and the children of 
tomorrow”. And, Saumitra 
Banerjee adds, he has literal¬ 
ly swum the seven seas, all 
within tbe period of just one 
month. However, Nathubhai 
Pahade is not just a swim¬ 
mer; he was involved in the 
Independence movement and 
during the 1942 Quit India 
movement, was sentenced to 
eight months R1 by the 
British. Incidentally, he is a 
dancer as well and has been 
performing Kathakali and 
Bharat Natyam for many 
years. He bases bis style of 
swimming, with his hands 
and feet bound, mi 
Pranayam, a yogic ex¬ 
ercise and says it was 
bis desire to do something 
different that prompted him 
to take up this challenge. 


Film 
feast *80 

A little hoy tugs your sleeve 
and says "Two for six” Tran¬ 
slated. that means he is 
offering you dnema tickets 
at three times their genuine 
price of Rs two. This 
actually happened to Paran- 
joy Guha Thakurta before 
the screening of an unsub¬ 
titled print of G. Aravln- 
dan's award-winning film 
Thampu during the Calcutta 
Film Festival '80. Indden- 
tally, this was the first-ever 
Indian film festival of its 
kind organised by a state 
Government. 

Between April 11 and 17, 
four of the dty’s premier 
dnema halls in the New 
Market area screened about 
60 films including ten Ray 
evergreens and some old 
Bengali films, many of them 
obtained from the Pune 
archives. With most of the 
non-Bengali films (there 
were over two dozen in 
Telugu, Malayalee, Tamil, 
Kannada, Hindi and Oriya) 
being subtitled and with 
tickets going at nominal 
prices, filmgoers in Calcutta 
responded enthusiastically. 
With a bonus Bengali New 
Year holiday thrown in, 
most of the four daily shows 
ran to packed houses. And 
though many tried to prove 
otherwise, certainly a good 
time was had by all. 








W)uld you rather wear 
dentures than think 
about your toothpaste- 

now? 



Have you ever wondered whether your 
toothpaste is giving your teeth the 
protection they need ? Maybe it isn’t. 
That’s why you should look at 
Macleans. Because Macleans actually 
gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
which is necessary for their health. 

Macleans fights destructive 
acids harder 

Leftover food particles in your mouth produce 
acids that destroy tooth enamel. Is your 
toothpaste alkaline enough to neutralise these 
acid attacks ? Macleans is. Because Macleans 
is specially formulated with an alkaline base. 
Laboratory tests demonstrate that the acid- 
neutralising action of Macleans protects teeth 
better and longer. 

Macleans fortifies tooth enamel 
simultaneously 

Clinical tests prove that Macleans helps protect 
teeth from caries. The Fluoride in Macleans 
combines with tooth enamel to strengthen it 
and increase its resistance to decay. 

Only Macleans with its two-way action fights 
acids while it fortifies tooth enamel. 
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Poise Deodorant keeps you 
,, nice to be near . .. all the time. 

Use it after a bath for a delightful 
feeling of freshness. And aii-day 
protection from body-odour 
. Poise RoJI-on or Spray -, 


In delicately:fresh 


ROU.ON ft SPRAY 
DEODORANT 







VARIET 


Bj Sunday week 


BaglMilng Nqr « 

This wMk the Sun and Mareuiy ere In Aries, Venus is in Gemini, and Jupiter, Setum, Mere end Rehu ere eonioined 
in Leo Uranus end Neptune ere In Scorpio, and Kethu stone is in Aquarius. The Moon will be moving through 
Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces from Sagittarius. 


of a sudden change 
on your business or 

■r-W prolaasional front If 

the threat materialises, a change 
for the better will result. The rest 
of this week will bring a tot of 
domestic Joy* Your business affairs 
will prosper and you, will . mal« 
lamastlc headway, p*** '*•••' 
ours love and marriage. You are 
advised to check gil extravagant 
tendencies. Good dales: 6. 7. 8 and 
10 Ludw numbers: 4, 2 and 8 
Pavourabis dbeetien: North<wesL 

TAUIIU8 (Apni 21 — 
May 22) A valuable new 
/ vri friendship may deve- 
r4 - lop this week. Be con- 
P) (but 

sure) progress and meet Inevitable 
delays and obstacles with patience 
and tact Occult advice may prove 
very helpful at this iunctore. Exer¬ 
cise care and discretion In your 
dealings with friends of the op- 

g osite sex. Devote a 

ttle extra attention to business 
details and some good fortune will 
he yours. Otoed dates: 5, 7, 9 and 
10. Ludw manbeie: 3, 6, and 9. 
Favourabfa directton: South. 

f GEMINI (May 22 — 

^ June 21) This will be a 

4 week of mixed fortunes. 

^ Pay great attention to 

your financtal and pro¬ 
fessional affairs Hard work, your 
own hunches and elders benefit 
you. A property deal will be 
clinched in your favour. Many will 
win promotions through clever 
hunches. Some unreasonable op¬ 
position on the part of an old person 
of the opposite sex Is to be 
expected Good daloa: 4. S, 7 and 9 
Lu^ numbers: 2, 7 and 8. Pfnreur- 
Able dirsolien: Nordi. 

CANCER (June 22 — 
Jdy 2^ A (air measure 
of success and oood 
fortune -is indteated. 
Speculatton is llksfy to 
p«r. Your prospects have now oom- 
btotely ohan^ tor the better. You 
will be hoM by high otoeials and 
• proffiotton is probable. Letters 
tram distant places wHi bring good 
neiM. Your domestic front tsM ra* 
main a soured of ^ 


ARIES 


the threat 




S LEO (July 22 — August 
22) A busy weak Has 

efteed of you. Make the 
best of existing favour¬ 
able influences. Mors 
than average success is prsdictsd 
for moot people. In many 

casee, promotion will result from 
hard work and application On the 
aoeiai front, things look slightly 
cofflplloatad. Accept all reasonable 
riaks and forge ahead on all fronts. 
Walt for iettare before taking an 
important decision. Good dalea: 4. 
8, 7 and 9. Lucky numbers: 1, 3 
and 9. PaveuraMe direction: East 

f 'TK' VIRGO (Aufuet 23 — 
J/L S Ea pla m bar 22) Exerciss 
? caution and raatraint 
'j)') J profassional 

and personal Ufa. Take 
nothing tor granted Keep away 
from gembitog, betUng and speouia- 
dvs ventorea On the whole this 
week dhpuld prove modermteiy 
kicky. A journey may have to be 
postponed. Domestic problems will 
be solved at the weekend. A 
friend of the opposite sex may give 
you cause for worry. Qeoa dties: 
6, 7, 0 and 10. Lut^ numbers: 7, 
8 end 10. Favouiabie direction: 

vVMKe 

URRA (September 23 

of mixed fortunes Is 
\ j J1..V: pre'dlcted for you, A 
•uddon change of (or- 
tune wUI strengthen your position 
and your success will be praised by 
all your friends and relatives A 
new friendship will brighten your 
prospects. A ^emotion is probable 
You will gain In business by using 
i^ginei methods. Your domestic 
lifo will not pose many problems 
Legal problama should be piomptly 
handled. Good dates: 4, 6, 9 and 10 
LuMqr ttumbare: 2 . 7 and 9. Favour- 
able dfreettons: East and North 

SCORPIO (OOobar 23 
~ Itovamber 21) This 
5 week begins on a 
^ bappy and joyful note 

A happy romance is 
toreouit You will gain In specuia- 
flvp venturee. You ere, however, 
■dviaed not to taka neodleas risks 
TTM wepk to particularly favou.able 
lor iMiilnen mansion and sgacuto- 
Sve InvdstmanL Letters 

wW brlM RMd news. You are 
atMMd, m j^NSpfr all axtrayagant 
WMrSUM: 4, S. 7 fold 
i, mm MjEtwer 4. 7 asd 2. 
RMMRpillP »WM) Sm Eopth-eitot 


M RAOITTARIUR (Nevam- 
^ barn —■ paee m bar 22) 

A medteuffl of aueeaaa 
and happiness to pre- 
meted, especially if 
extravaganea, kni suila end heavy 
axpendlhtr* are avoMad. Influential 
retofives and friends, especially 
womantolk, wlH prove helpful 
Your home front will remain lively 
and loyful. Be discreet in speech, 
corresoondenoe and actions. You 
ere likely to meet an old friend of 
the opDosIte sex. Goad datoe: 4. 5 
end 8 Lucky nu m be rs ; 3, 2 end 9 
Faveuiabtai dboeltont West. 

CAPRICORN (December 
*• •— Jaaaary *0) One 
^ of the most important 
CrW^ i and axciting waeks In 
recent times lies ahead 
of you. Expoctad and •maxpacied 
good fortune to predicted. Your 
domestic front will present a happy 
picture. Veiuabie new friendships ere 
foreseen. Unexpected medical ex¬ 
penditure Is predicted. Borrowing 
or tonding money may iead to un- 
naceasary problenw. Good oatoa: 5. 
8^ 6 and 9. Lueiw Bu mb et e ; 7, 2 
and 9 Lucky mmbero: 7. 2 and 9 
Favourable dlreetion: North-west 

AQUARIUS (januaiy 21 
- fabraaiy 19) This 

cult end trying Safe- 
guard your health and 
that of your womenfolk You wiil 
benefit in diverse expected and un- 
expectsd ways. A promotion is on 
the cards. Guard against physical 
and mental overstrain. Be discreet 
in epeech, correspondence and 
actions, Mernage, changes and 
travel should be postponed Good 
datea: 8, 9 and 10 Luciv numbers: 

4. 7 and 10. Favotnabie dfraeiton: 
West 

.rfj. PISCa (February 20 

“ March 20) Your 
power of reasoning and 
naon perception should 
aneble you to success- 
luily circumvent trsachory and evil 
machinationa, particuiariy in busi¬ 
ness. Watch ffnences carefully and 
do not speculate. Intellectual activi¬ 
ties are well sfpnlfled Make 

luw while the aun shmas. Exercise 
care end prudence where doeu- 
manta era ooiwerned.Ooeil dates: 4, 

5, 7 and 9. Lncte nuwbate; 1 , 2 and 

A Fw i gw Qs Wiat and 


M. B. RAMAN 
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CONFERENCE AND 
WEDDING AT ^ 

SUDARSAN 

GROUP OF HOTELS i| 



. . have an edge over other# mv ^ I 

A h.ill In ’.<>.)! 'I'/O With aiuJi‘< viMul 
serf :;(*! VK'f's telex ef«' .itr >'nonucjl i dies 

fr-l w^•'l(hn^|S^ i er*‘r)tion'. we rdt'. dti intj** ri 
Pun^hil ^ ei.l* I t.jin V<'M <|uf' I H.t.'hi ('‘liti Iiifi 
Mipjhiii itni n.i«]<-s .ff r.Hij hi ee'inili’!• m i).. - ■ 

l‘M the weiIfi'ti't fii-tilt < ^uio .f eithei imi 
hdlls (J| Olii . (Id' loiiS Idwtr 


MoniiAth Rom BOODOI 

Phon* S120ai 74S3 

A Mini wont d with maxi 
coMK)nr*> 


'E^f H/ESI 

RMiatoncy Road Rangaiora MO 026 
Phona 63206 Tala* M7 

llIXURY WHHIN VOUR 
RIACH 



Inttant Reservation 

Call Madias 812061. Bonibav 230890/2.11061. 
Bangaloie'53265. New Delhi-66 4062. Caltiiila 263887 


dm^ 

safarilite 

BATTERY OPERATED 



dHiiD 


An unfailing friend in the dark 


AN EMERGENCY LAMP 

Used in case of sudden 
ELECTRICITY FAILURE, 
Camping ft Travelling. 

Car ft Machinery repair etc. 


REGO PATENT 
DESIGN NO 141367 

• STURDY ft 
PORTABLE - 

• LONG RANGE 
poweitui beam Iroin 
<1 semi sealed large 
meialired rellectoi 

• SURE GRIP HANDLE 
that can also work 

as a STAND wilb lamp 
held at any angle. 

• UNBREAKABLE 
Plastic body ol 
Robust constiuclion 
in beautiful colours. 

• NON CORROSIVE 
Plastic body even 

it the batlenes leak 

• SAFE FOR USE 
in mines, collienes. 
chemical plants, 
lelineiiea etc 

• WORKS ON 
3 sId sue cells 



Marketed by: 

60VINDS0NS ENTERPMSE 

tl. Eesigieen Istfeslrisl Eilele 


’ ilfSi'Tt' I; 


Mekflasaii. Beakar-tM OH Pksat • 3 SZM 1 


MIgd by 

METAL INDIA INDUSTRIES 

3 Seki Nika erniSei'tOO 073 



Allahabad Bank’s . 

Pension Deposit Scheme is pla^^^ 
to make your retirement secure. ^ 

I This Pension 

Uetirement ^ou need to depo^t^^^ ^20 months, 

each month for a peno quarterly income 

After which you „,„gyhile your principal surn 

for as long f ,'^ct you can choose the period ol 
remains completely n „ you tehre 

your deposi. so tha. i. yyo,K. : 

This table will give you an idea^mwmj_ 


Peiiod ol Monthly Monthly 
Deposit neposit 'nw"® 
(Months) 

-- ~ Rs 68 50 

63 RS. 100 /- (Irom BSlh 

. " month) 

1 -- Rs.lOO 00 

1 64 Rs.lOO/- (from 86th 

I ® month) 


Quarterly 

Incomo 


Rs. 207.50 
(from 87th 
month) 

Rs 30* 00 
(from 88th 
month) 


Lump Sum 
ispayabie 
at closing 
of account 

(aspor 

Bank's roles) 
Rs. 8291/- 


Rs. 12.157/- 


Moreover W vou wish, this regular income can also 
vie on any beneficiary you choose. 

Find out the details at the nearest branch. 


ALUHABMI BMW 

YOUR OWN BANK 

<A Governmani ot India Undartaking) 


















chess 


Pohigaavsky (Black) 



Kasparov (WhHa) to move 
PotMon attar Black't 13lh mova 


A IWW Fl«ch»f? 

IN THE PAST year a 16-year-old Russian has 
been making an impact on ihe world scene 
unknown since the early days of Bobby 
Fischer His name’ Well, there seems to be 
soma contusion over this point Although 
he IS known to Ihe world as Garry Kasparov. 

I am reliably inlormed that he is known to 
his father as Garry Weinstein This seems a 
curious anomaly, especially in a country 
which does not go in for stage names 
Whatever alias he may decide to adopt, 
Garry Kesparov/Weinstein's play and 
results bear the unmistakable stamp of true 
genius. He first sprang to light in last year's 
Soviet Championship, which having qual¬ 
ified for the final, itself a remarkable feat for 
a then tVyear-old. he made a sensational 
start and was actually leading after six 
rounds Naturally such a pace could not be 
sustained by one so yourtg, but his final 
score of 50 per cent in such comply would 
be highly creditable for an established 
grandmaster ol twice his age To prove this 
success to be no mere flash in the pan. the 
Soviet Chess Federation sent him to play in 
the international tournament in Banja Luka 
in Yugoslavia last spring Not only did he 
win first place, but he came through 
unbeaten, 2 points clear of a field including 
Andersson. Smejkal and Petrosian Not a 
bad baptism into international chess 
Without doubt Kasparov and Weinstein 
are destined to become champions ol the 
world Here is a game which is already 
famous as their first win against a World 
Championship contender 
White 6, Kasparov Black. L, Polugaevsky 
USSR Championship Final 1976 Sicilian 
Defence 

1. ^-K4. |x-aa4; 2. N—KB3. I»-K3; 3. 
B-04, P a P; 4. NIP. P—QB3; S. N-<m3, 
O—B2; 9. B—K2. P-ON4; 7. B—B3, B-N2: 
f. 0-«, N-QB3; 9 N sN. Px N; This posi¬ 
tion is known to theory as being very com¬ 
fortable lor Black, but Ka^arov 
immediately sets Ihe game alight with a 
hitherto unknown pawn sacrifice, 
to. P-K6I7 OiP; 11 . B-K1, G-B2; 12. 
8-II6I B—K2; Not 12 . . . P—N3? 13. 
0-041 


13. R a P, P-413 (OIAORAM) Apparentty a 
total refutation of White's play. 

14. R—Kit So swnpla. It 14... Px B'lhen IS. 
0—04. P—83. 16. 0—011 fpllowad by 
QlfR-i- keeps Ihe sAtack very much alive. An 
eatieerdin^ cencapbon. 

M . . . iMMt 1A. 

NtW 


IS . . . Q—N3; 19. BxR, OaO; 20. RPxQ, 

K X B; It is Ihe ensuing phase of the game I 
lind so impressive A rook is usually no 
match for two bisitops in Ihe endgame, but 
Kasparov m.-inages to establish an unshak¬ 
able grip on the position, despite the 
ri^uced material 

21. QR—Ol I K—B3; 22. N—05 i 6 x N; 23. 
R X B, P—KR3; A lalher pathetic attempt to 
develop his ruok, but what etse can he do’ 
24. R X RP. R—R2: 25. R(5>—K5, K—02; 26. 
R(5)-K3. R—N2; 27. R-03 i K—B3; 28. 
R_R3, R_N3: 29. R—KB3I Stronger than 
29. R X P r K - 04 when the black king 
becixnes .tclivo 

29... 8—B3; 30. P—B3. K—02; 31. R—031 
K—82; 32. R—KB. N—K2: 33. R(B)—OS, 
N—B3: 34. R(8)—Q7i K—N3: 35 R x P, 
B—K2; 36. R—K3, B—03; 37. P—B4. 
P—BS; 38. K—R2, B—B4; 39. R—K2. 
P— N5: 40. R—K4, P X P; 41 P x P. B—B7; 
42. RxP, BxPi 43. K—R3. B—KB; 44. 
P—fl4, N—R4’ He had to try 44 H N6 ^ 
45 K R2. RxQP, 46 HxH. BxR, though 
alter 47 R- |(B7 White's kingsido pawns 
would certainly decide Ihe issue in his 
favour 

45. R—N4+ K—84, 46. R—B54 Resigns 
The knight is lost 

Footnote Black did not man.ige to move his 
king's knight until move 32' Can this be a 
record’ 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


ONE Of the surprises of the European 
Championship was Ihe uneven form ol the 
Swedish team that had won so impressively 
in Denmark two years ago. On this deal from 
an early match against Israel they were 
badly off course at both tables 


Dealer, North E-W vulnerable 
A A 0 9 6 
¥0387 


♦ 5 

A A K J 7 


A - 

V K 6 

A 0109863 
A O 9 8 6 4 


N 

W E 
S 


A 

6 

A 


A KJ108S4 

9 3 

A A K J 7 4 2 

A — 


7 3 2 

A109542 
10 5 3 2 


The Swedish NorlK-South pair seemed to 
charge at the grand slam 


SOUTH NORTH 
- 1A<1) 

1NT(2) 2A 
3 A (3) 3 A 

5NT(4) 7 A 

No 


(1) Conventional, 174 

(2) Positive and showing at least five 
spades. 

(3) Diamond suit and 3 to 4 controls. 

(4) Apparently a grand slam force, asking 
partner to bid seven with two top honours in 
spades. 

East led Ihe Ace of hearts, so the Swedes 
soon knew their fate The Israeli bidding 
was much better co-ordinated 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 


— 

29(1) 

No . 

2NT 

No 

3B(2) 

No 

3A 

No 

4A 

No 

4A 

No 

4A 

No 

4NT 

No 

5B 

dble 

6A 

No 

NO 

dbte(3) 

No 

No 

No 



(1) ROdMin Two Diamonds. Indicating a 
strong 3-suitar. 


(2) Showing that the short suit was 
diamonds. 

(3) Presumably a Lightner double, cor¬ 
recting the previous request to lead a heart. 

Holding the King of hearts, West 
neverllieless opened BK, on which East 
dropped the 10 The Vu-graph audience 
naturally thought a diamond would follow 
and that the Swedish pair in the closed 
room would bo relieved to find they hed 
gained on the board But West, seemingly 
wilhoul reflection, led a club at trick so 
the slam was mads No doubt it was difficult 
for him to picture Ihe declarer with a con¬ 
cealed six-card suit. Possibly, too. the 10 of 
hearts was not the right card in their signal- 
linq system. 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



EVEN BEFORE the first stamps, the Penny 
Blacks, wore issued in 1840, the Treasury 
was obsessed with the fear that unscrupu¬ 
lous people would wash or bleach Iho post¬ 
marks from used stamps in order to re-use 
them, The printers. Perkins, Bacon and Co. 
and Thomas Oe La Hue !.ld., conducted 
interminable exporimonfs to develop an 
indelible postmark and a fugitive printing- 
ink One result of these researches was the 
issue in January 1880 of this unexciting 
penny stamp known to collectors as the 
Venetian Rod. The stamp is stiti very com¬ 
mon it postmarked 







A NORTH SEA oil drilling production plat¬ 
form, Statfjord A. is featured on one of three 
new Norwegian stamps devoted to modern 
engineering pro/eets In Norway Another 
new Norwegian issue is a miniature sheet 
containing lour stamps which show aircraft 
used in polar exploration This is intended 
to publicise Norwex 80, the international 
philatelic exhibition to be held In Oslo in 
June London will also be staging an inter¬ 
national exhibition at Earls Court In May 
and the Post Office plans to issue a minia¬ 
ture sheet to mark the occasion. Other 
British issues during 1980 will illustrate 
Britain's contribution to 1h# world ol muaic 
and will commemorate the conlerraries ol 
the Amateur Athletic Association and the 
Welsh Rugby Union. 

C. W. HILL 
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To see a smile light up the eyes of a child, to 
give your family a long planned holiday- 
these are the tittle joys that give life meaning 
Today while you are young and can save 
some money start a Nlrantara Oapoall with 
Canara Bank A sum of money, no matter 
how small, deposited either every month, or in 
a lumpsum, makes an additional source of 
income for the rest of your life Canara Bank 
soon starts paying back the amount to you 
Month after month, year alter year Forever, 
Money lor luxuries, money for happiness 
Money to retire comfortably on A never 
ending source. While your capital stays intact, 
for the day you want a lumpsum 

Canara Bank's farsighted Nirantara Depoalt 
IS for young people who want more out of life 

Drop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch 
for details. Our other special schemes are 

Kamarfhemi, VWywHdM and Bafakshema. 
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this India 


without comment 



UJJAIN ; The sale of country liquor 
has increased manifold here thanks to 
Kai Bhairav the drinkinK deity, whose 
temple across the Kshipra River is a 
centre of attraction for Kumbh pil- 
rims. According to tempOe priest Sun- 
erlal, more than 500 devotees arc 
visKing the temple every day as com¬ 
pared to some M to 40 on other days. 
He expe^ed the number to swell 
from April 13, the second auspicious 
bathing day of the Kumbh. Normally, 
the ‘prassad’—in this case liquor—is 
ofFerd to deity in the morning and in 
the evening, but these days it is 
being offered about a dozen times on 
request from the visitors— United 
News of India (Y. Ramakrisbnan, Ma¬ 
durai) 

SHAHABAD : Just for a cup of co¬ 
ffee, the Super Fast Bombay-bound 
Miner Express was detained for over 
an hour at Wadi junction. A passenger 
of the train, who took a cup of coffee, 
found the quantity was less and cold. 
He manhandled the vendor and that 
created the trouble. The Railway Po¬ 
lice who appeared on the scene, were 
pushed out by the irate passenger. 
Then the sub-inspector was forced to 
bring down the passenger, who was a 
militaryman, seized his movement or¬ 
der and identity card. After taking his 
written statement, he was allowed to 
move. A report has been sent to his 
military unit for disciplinary action— 
Indian Express (K. $. Soma Sunder, 
Bangalore) 

NEW DELHI: There was panic as 
patrol cars dashed tx> the Bank of 
Maharashtra in the Dholpur House on 
Shahiehan Road on April 1 and amed 
wards took up positions. The bank 
had received an anonymous telephone 
call that it was going to be raided. 
The petrified bank e^dals immedia¬ 
tely informed the police xho swung 
into action. It was only later, when 
the police control room had received 
,■ several bogus calls during .the dc' 
that the officials reaSised that these 
were the usual April Fools Day pranks 
-^Tht Timas of Indhi (Satyajh Otakra^ 


prue fs 30 for the ciniry giVeo first 


PANAJri: The body of a three-year- 
old boy was practically eaten up by 
ants in the Hospicio hospital morgue- 
mat Margao. The Speaker of the Goa 
Assembly, Mr FToilano Machado, said 
he bad himself seen the child’s body 
a$ the parents were from his oonsti- 
tuency of Cortalim. Mr Herculano Dou- 
rado (Gongress-D had moved a calHi ( 
attention motion on the death of the 
boy, Rehman Agha, who was admitted 
to the hospital on April 8 after an 
acci^nt and died there. The Health 
Minister, Sheikh Hassan denied that 
the death was due to negligence. Be 
said he was not aware whether the 
body, as alleged by Mr Dourado, had 
been eaten ants. At this stage, the 
Speaker intervened and confirmed the 
charge—The Statesman (Kajal dlia- 
krahorty. Calcutta) 

UJJAIN : Mr Arjun Singh Dharu, 1^ 
der of the Lok Dal group in tne 
di.ssolvdd Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sa- 
bha and a former ^ate parliamentary 
secretary, has rejoined as sub-inspec¬ 
tor of police. The Ujjain district supe¬ 
rintendent of police. Mr D. D. Gupta, 
told UNI that Mr Dharu, after repor¬ 
ting for duty, bad gone on 6ve days’ 
leavA. He will be posted at some police 
station in Ujjain district, the superin¬ 
tendent said. Mr Dharu had been 
missed from service on the charge 
^corruption but the high court subse- 
<mently ordered bis reinstatement. By 
that time, Mr Dharu had won the 1877 
assembly election and become a par¬ 
liamentary secretan. According to 
dal sour^, Mr Dntru’s returt to po¬ 
lice service entitles him to a large- 
amount of compensation and salary 
arrears—The Times of India (Santha 
Bamachaniran, New Delhi) 

NEW DELHI: Two constables of the 
Delhi Armed Police — Rampal and 
Bishipa]—^have been arrested for alle¬ 
gedly trying bo sell one of the two 
cars stolen from Gurgaon a few days 
ago, according to the police. It is sta¬ 
ted that the two cars were found 
abandoned in Delhi on Monday (March 
24). According to the police the con¬ 
stables tried to sell one of the ears 
(RJA 7787) to someone in the Jama 
Masjid area —The Statesman (M. P. 
Gupta, Ranchi) 

UJJAIN : It is not all simple living at 
the Kumbh Mela here. The tents and 
shamianas of some of the leading 
sadhus now here to attend the mela 
are equlwed with fans, coolers, refri¬ 
gerators and telephooes. Of course 
some of them still ^fer 'Khas Tattis’ 
to keep them cool, with their ’chelas’ 
frequently sprinkling these with water. 
35 telephones have already been pro¬ 
vided to leading sadhus and the tele¬ 
phone authoritlM are recuving re¬ 
quests daily for more and moK connec¬ 
tions—Nagpur Thnas (A. B. Visbwa- 
karma, Amravati) 


1 HAVE two leaders (Inl 
Gandhi and Sanjay Gandhi) and'' 
long as I have their support, I " 
fxmtinue to be the Chid Minlst., 
here. We aU belong to the Indm 
Krupa Poshaka Nataka MandM 
(Indira-blessed drama troofwM 
Gundu Rao, Karnataka Chief 
Ulster quot^ in Deccan Herald 

I DO not need to impress Saniij 
Gandhi and that too by shoutih 
in a'Lok Sabha—Jagdlsh lytti 
Congress (I) MP, quoted 
Onlooker 


WE cannot afford to have leodefTij 
who want to stick on to their seatii 
till they die—^IHiaram Veer, UttOf; 
Pradesh (Congress (I) president 

EVERYONE daims to speak fojf; 
the people even if his Party hM- 
won a paltry five or seven seatl.) 
I apeak for the people, because' 
belong to a Party that has wM^i 
over 350‘seats. I say “Janata” 
me— Giani Zail Singh ; 


THE police have dheq again gone ; 
crazy — Frontier on the police > 
brutality near Islampur in West' 
Bengal 


RAM is dead while Hanuman Is: 
alive—and kicking — Raj Narain 
quoted in Jndion Express 


THE United States is a monstrous 
leech, sudUng the Mood of man¬ 
kind; the Soviet Union is the 
burial ground of so many people; 
in France, housewives becomn 
part time whores to buy furniture: 
Israel is a nest of vipers; Saudi 
Arabia «is an inferno of harems; 
and China stands on naked force 
—Bant Sadr, President of Iran 
quoted in Current 


WHAT do 1 buy with 200 niUlion 
dollars? The hostility of the Soviet 
Union, and that does not suit me 
—General Zia-ul Haq of Pakistan 
in Time 

WHENEVER they (the Press) 
didn’t know what I bad boisled 
they would say it was a googiy— 
B. S. Chandrasbekfaar, ex-'Test 
cricketer quoted in Sportsworld 


I DON'T think there is ever a 
stage where you can say you are 
a writer. If you get too big for your 
boots, you can always read a page 
of Tolstoy and you’ll be humbiM 
—Ved Mehta quoted in Asiaweek 


THE most dangerous profession in 
India today is being a company 
director—^Aditya Biria in India 
Today. 

THEY (westerners) would come to 
my recitals high on dope ami 
would smoke pot and make love 
while I pflay^—Ravi Shankar, 
altar maestro 






CENTRE OF 
ATTENTION 


THE Pradesh Electiuii Cunimittees 
(PECs) of the Congress (1) met 
on April 18 to finalise the Assem¬ 
bly ticket lists in the nine states. 
Overheard in Delhi Congress (1) 
circles on April 17 : 

0 ; What will the PECs do? 

A : They will compete with 
each other to go to 1. Safdarjung 
Road to tell Mrs Gandhi that thev 
left the decision to her ? The 
PECs have been so constituted 
that no unanimous dedsion can 
possibly emerge. The possibilllv 
of a decision by a majority vote 
is remote. Therefore, many Con¬ 
gress (I) men in the capital feel 
that the ultimate choice will have 
to be left to the Central leadership. 
As an example, they point out 
the composition of the Punjab 
PEC, which has 13 members. 
Eight of them arc shared equally 
by the two main rival groups led 
by Giani Zail Singh and Darbara 
Singh. Two belong to Chaudhurv 
Balram’s group and the remaining 
three to Swaran Singh’s camp 
The balancing factor will be Swa- 
ran Singh and in all probabilii\ 
the indecisivcncss of the Punjab 
PEC will land the list in the hands 
of the Centre. 


THE BARODA 
MUDDLE CASE 

"BARODA” has become an impor¬ 
tant name in Delhi. While on 
the one hahd the Supreme Court 
was busy hearing a petition aeek- 
ing the reopening of Hie Baroda 
Dynamite Case, Lalwani of Baroda 
stepped in with the “Baroda Knife 
Case". Interestingly, the lawyers 
in both cases have the same sur¬ 
name. While Ram Panjwani is 
trying to persuade the Supreme 
Court to reopen the Baroda Dyna¬ 
mite Case, R. L. Panjwani appear¬ 
ed for Lalwani in the assault case. 
R. L. Panjwani is lesser known so 
the publication of court reports 
caused some embarrassment to 
Ram Panjwani. who is a ruling 
Party lawyer. 


IDENTITY CRISIS 


March 31. All Delhi and Punjab 
papers — the language papers in¬ 
cluded — carried the news on 
April 1. Brahma Mahendra did 
not issue any contradiction till 
the evening of April 2. He issued 
a statement after consulting Mr 
Bhagwan Singh Siddhu, President 
of the Patiala Rural DCC (I) and 
also a leading criminal lawyer of 
Patiala who has vouched for Ma¬ 
hendra. Sanjay Gandhi has also 
critici.sed the CPI leader, Mr 
Gupta, at a public meeting in Pa¬ 
tiala for making remarks in the 
Rajya Sabha 

Who is Brahma Mahendra? He 
belongs to Patiala and is the son 
of an income-tax practitioner. His 
age Is about 35. Stays in Modi 
Building, near Anardana Chowk, 
Patiala. He was never a func-. 
tionary of the Congress (I) or 
Youth Congress (1) till he sud¬ 
denly became — thanks to Mr 
Kamal Nath — Secretary of the 
Patiala PCC (1) in 1979. He was 
a hangeron and clo.sely associated 
with Kamal Nath. Devinder Singh 


TITLED 


THE man to watch in Delhi 
is Jagdish Tytler. He is now sit¬ 
ting officially in the PM’s house 
every morning and evening, handl¬ 
ing the public appointments of 



Garcha, MPs. and others. For the 
last five years or more, he was 
always in Delhi, very often in the 
Western Court, sometimes even 
forging MPs’ signatures. His sta.v, 
generally in Room 54 can be veri¬ 
fied from the Western Court „ 
reception. _ 

What was he doing in Delhi? 
Did he have aav ostensible means, 
of livelihood? Was he doing any 
political work or other activity? 
No. Was he involved in a stab¬ 
bing incident (over an attempted 
misbehaviour ’ with some girls)? 
The case was registered and he 
wa-s in Rajcndra Hospital. Patiala, 
lor over a month. He was in Delhi 
trying to arrange Sanjay Gandhi’s 
Patiala programme and, on the 
night of the incident, he was with 
Devinder Singh Garcha and Mr 
Balbir Singh. Brahma Mahendra 
also used to frequent the tempo¬ 
rary residence of Oarcha at 
Dli/67. Shahjahan Road Flats 
which is in the name of Chawla, 
a .journalist workidg as a stringer 
tor the fndktn Exj/reas. 


Mis Gandhi. While this rise in 
the status of Tytler should have 
made his opponents in the Party 
jealous, a section of them are 
happy. After all, they say, power¬ 
ful men like R. K. Dhawan and 
Yashpal Kapoor will soon be join¬ 
ing the anti-Tytler camp. 



WHO'VE RUSHED IN NOW ? 


SHRl BRAHMA MAHENDRA, 
General Secretary, Punjab Pra- 
dc.sh Congress (I) Committee, is 
alk'gedly involved in the Poor- 
nima Singh episode. Mr Bhu- 
pesh Gupta, CPI leader of 
the house, stated the episode in 
the Rajya Sabha on Monda.v, 


The Afghanistan situation has 
given rise to a new brand of politi¬ 
cal humour in the capital Re¬ 
cently a poster appeared on the 
walls of the city which said : 
"Travel free : visit the Soviet 


Union before the Soviet Union 
comes to visit you. Fw particu¬ 
lars contact Russia’s comrades 
available all over India.” 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Ktv-for rich sound and 
clear reproduction, 

OSlV —the multi-channel TV- 
ts the last word in sound 
clarity Its forward-facing duel- 
cone hi-fi speakers reproduce 
perfect Sound. 

BSIV's superb all-solid-state 
circuitry ensures matchless 
picture clanty. 

EClL's proven electronic 
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the making of every EStV 
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an Entertainer Extraordinary I 
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Mrs Indira Gandhi has completed more than a 100 days 
in office. SUNDAY commissioned an opinion poll in the 
four ma|or cities to find out the degree of Mrs Gandhi's 
popularity after being returned to power. 



Ram Bulchand Lalwani 
who made an abortive at¬ 
tempt on the life of Mrs 
Gandhi is awaiting trial. 
What drove Lalwani to 
throw a spring knife at the 
Prime Minister? Was he 
trying to draw attention to 
his personal problems ? 
Or, did he have other mo¬ 
tives ? OLGA TELLIS 
draws a profile of the fail¬ 
ed assassin. 





> u 
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Sophia Loren, ftaly’s living legend, began life as an 
illegitimats child amid grinding poverty and wartime 
ohaos. Wm present extracts from an intimate biography 
by Alan Levy whieh project Sophia as woman, wire and 
mother. 


Baba Qurbaohan Singh, the ruling Nlranitarl chief was 
shot dead by unidentified men on the night of April 24 
at the Nlranitarl Bhavan In Naw Delhi. After five un> 
auooassful attampta on the Baba’s Ufa, the killers finally 
met Witt) auooesB. A few arrests have been already 
made and the task of tracking down the Baba's killers 
hu bean entruated to the OBI. P. 8. Bhinder. thi Oathi. 
Polloa Oo^iaalonar eallad ttila ''iha beat planned 
> murder I have bvar laan in my earaar”. 


COMMBNT 


Opinion 6 

An eye to lndia|Oavld Selbourne 37 
Civil LibertiesjA. G. Noorani 42 


STORY 




Opinion polllPathfinders, fndia 8 

Where is the government that works ?iM. J. Akbar 

The limits of charismalPran Chopra 

Mrs Gandhi's second coming|Qeorge Fernandes 


SPECIAL REPORT 


The man Ram Bulchand LalwanljOlga Tellls 24 


INVESTIGATION 


A shocking assassinatiunlAJoy Dose 18 


CONVERSATION 


Interview with Prafulla Mahanto|Partho Chatterjee 16 


Mission impossible|Tirthankar Ghosh 32 

More about the mysterylAjoy Bose 

Fighting encroachments brutally|Kalyani Shanker 

CINEMA 

Khaas Baat 44 
VARIETY 

Chess|Bridge|Stamps 46 
Sundayweek 47 
This India 48 
Without comment 48 
Comic strip; Peanuts 

OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

Asterbc 22 
The World 3l 
Living 49 
Delhi Diary 50 


Cover transparency of Mrs Gandhi by PankaJ Sbeh. 


Editor M. J. Akbar 

AmIMSHI (ditor Subir Roy Editorial Still Niimul Mitn. ' ^ 

Oivld McMihon. Slumitri Binirtvi. Tirlhinkat Qhuili, S. N. M. Atxti 
Oilhl CorrMpondint A|oy Bom 

Art OIrMtoi BIpul Quha Ami Art DIroetor Amiyo Bhmiaoharya 


I Ansndl Btnr Pitriks Lid. liom t Prvlullt Sirktr StiMt, 

1 by i«pp«dliyi Roy and orlntad at Anandt Ollitt Pyt. Ltd^ 
ohama No, VIM Caloutta 700054 and at Oath Publieatlona 
oytpsiuh High Road, Madrn 100014, 


























Dirt cheap ? 

T his refers to the cover itory 
‘'AcciOent at Taivpur" (Apni 6) 
wherein your special correspondent 
says obliquely: ‘ In a couiui v where 

lite is dirt cheap, a i<-‘W radiation 
patients cause no outraiie." 1 do not 
think our country, or any other for 
that inaitcr, Qooks down upon its 
higluy qualified technical personnel. 
In fact even though wc are yet to 
achieve ihe degree of safci.v-conscious- 
ness of the advanced coumne-s. the 
industrial worker in Inoia is ainone 
the best cared tor. My eniplovei 
M/s Bharat Aluminium Company Ltd 
Korba (M.l’.), for instance, tukes good 
care ot its empdoyces. Even b^tcr 
medical facilities are provideo in steel 
iants and companies like IILC and 
HEL. Anyone working in a public 
sector undertaking can rest assured 
that his life and heaKh is not treated 
as ‘dirt cneap'‘. 


Lucid, moving 

pitlTISH NANL>Y in his touching 
IT and evocative essay on '‘Lone¬ 
liness" (April 6) rises from the level 
of humdrum journalism to literary 
heights. His style is lucid, to the 
point of ppignantlly sentimental 
pathos. He has touched upon all 
aspecU of contemporary importance, 
dwelling on personal experience. The 
concluding paragraph about his own 
children, a mark of prulound artistic 
merit, is particularly moving. 

C. K. Mohammed. Telltcherry. 

MOST • of us. irrespective of age, 
combat lonediuess by reading or listen¬ 
ing to Vividu Buaraci. ft is often 
said that only books can snare your 
emotions; they arc your lasting 
friends and your best friends are the 
worst enemies of your books. 

Koneti, Cuttack. 

1 - 


I <<in assure your special corres- 
pundeiil that my own codlegc mates 
who have been working with the 
Atiiiiiic Energy (knnraission for over 
ten years are hale and hearty, far 
from suffering from incurable in¬ 
somnia or heart attacks. Engineering 
is a held ot calculated risks. Al¬ 
though we work in conditions of ex¬ 
treme heat, dust, radiation and wiiait 
have YOU, wc have chosen this career 
fully aware of its occupational 
hazards. 

It is true that accidents do not just 
occur, they are caused. Yet, there 
are bound to be pin boles in pipes, 
run out-s in furnaces, shoit circuits 
in transmission lines and loose 
scaiTuUdings at construction sites: it 
is only human to err. Olga Tellis 
(‘‘Department of atomic energy in the 
doldrums", April 6) should know ttiat 
if at all we are failing today in 
any field, it is due to lack of ex¬ 
perience. 

B. S. Atmt, Btlaspwr. 

I HAD the opportunity of visiting the 
Tarapur Atomic Power Station and 
watemng it in full operation. Opera¬ 
tional problems at tne power station 
are not unusual. The only tning ex¬ 
ceptional about tlic present situation 
is that one has to take precautions 
against radioactive contamination and 
damage to the reactor core. Tne fact 
that this was prevented is a vribute 
to the competence and hard work of 
the power station personnel. Blaming 
the Department ol Atomic Energy 
for the delays in implementing the 
Nuclear Energy Programme is aflso not 
fair. Olga Tellis herseif describes how 
factors like labour trouble, power 
shortage and similar external trouble 
have slowed down the work. No doubt, 
we woufld have been better off if we 
had been producing the projected 
2,700 MW of nuclear power, but the 
scientists are the least to blame 
M. /V. Sa.'itn. Visakhapalnam. 


THE causes of loneliness can be 
varied — parental neglect during in¬ 
fancy, lack of proper company in 
youth, marital and family strains. 
^nelincss,_ in swne form or another, 
is an inevitable lifeQong companion. 
One can overcome loneliness only if 
he acquires mental peace and equani¬ 
mity. 

A. H. Subramaniam, Pune. 

LONELINESS is nothing new. From a 
ptattorm peddler to the professor of 
ptiilosuphy, men from all walks of 
life can easily identify themselves 
with the autnor. But ihe author has 
not said what could heal humanity 
from this malady. The remedy lies 
in education. The modern system of 
education, as we all know, is a failure. 
Academic institutions are breeding 
only machines and nothing else, 
machines with no character 
Prai,anna. Cudda.ore. 


Not I 

'pHis iJ with reterence to the 
.uncle How the Illustrated 
became a weekly habit ’ (March 30). 
There is an erroneous reference to 
me in the artido. I am not the editor 
ol I he Sunday edition of the Times 
uf India. Mr Girilal .Iain is the editor 
ot both the daily as well as the 
Suiidav edition of the paper. 

Fotma Zakaria. Bombay. 


Picking on parents 

■pH reference to “My son doesn’t 
m .0 sciiool anymore” by the 
Itev KuruviUia ChaiiUy (March 2), 
the author has aptly expressed the 
anguish of many parents and educa- 
tiouists. But his contention that the 
hasty overburdening of children in 
nurseries with more work and less 
play is solely due to the pressure of 
the parents who do not know the 
rudiments of child psyrJiology and 
education is only partially correct. A 
parent need not be a degreediolder 
m psychotiogy or education in order 
to know and cater to the needs and 
longings ot his child. While every 
parent is thrilled to the point of per- 
.sonal fulhiment when they see their 
little ones stait to read. wrKe and 
chime a rhyme, many of them do 
know it is unjust to overtax their 
chiidren wrth work. They know it is 
useless to stop and protest.. They arc 
simply hcflpless us they watch their 
chiloren being moulded to meet the 
demands of a system that prepares 
them for employment. 

Being a teacher, I would like to 
draw attention to the schools in 
Nagaland. Privately-owned E;iiglish 
meuium schools have sprung up 
galore, al promising Cambridge 
i^andards. The mediocrity of the 
education imparted through all these 
schools is pathetic There is absolute¬ 
ly no incentive for the students to 
learn more than what is prescribed 
in the books or to seek the joy and 
wonder of learning and discovery. 
Nor do the teachers care to become 
competent in their profession as 
teaching has also bca>me just an¬ 
other means of earning a livelihood. 
Nobody is to blame as the s.vstem 
,meets the demands of the sKuation 
sufficiently. 

To support the views of the Bev 
K. Chandy, attention also must be 
drawn to the new curriculum, pres¬ 
cribed by the Directorate of Educa¬ 
tion, Nagaland, especially for the 
children of the primary section. So 
far they have been two years 
in Kindergarten prior tp class one, 
but the new curriculum catapults 
them right into class one after a 
single year of pre-primary schooling. 
The time prescribed in the curri¬ 
culum for creative activitiei. games 
and spiMts is appreciable. But it is 
inhuman to confront the tiny tots, 
after spending wily a year with an 




•Iphabet and number book and leam- 
inK a few rhymes, with two separide 
bo^ on Alternative EnKlisfa and 
two other books on environmental 
studies and practical moral science. 
Can the time provided for play — 
which wiM fteouently not be iwoper- 
ly utilised for lack of facilities — 
adequately compensate the damage 
done to the children otherwise? 

It is only natural that every con¬ 
cerned parent will want his child to 
study more than to play. But the 
edur^ionall authorities should know 
better. 

Joy Joseph, Wokha, Nagaland. 


Corrupted, disrupted 

<<OHOODAN means loot” (April 6) 
D by Arun Kanian was very re- 
veaung. It is not tne government, but 
the people who should oversee the 
operation of such voluntary schemes. 
The Bhoodan movement was not oofly 
a total failure but also generated 
corruption and dirty politics. What 
the zamindars gifted to the people 
was wasteland, and Vinoba Bhave 
earned himself a name for K, To 
make matters worse, the ‘saint* of 
Paunar developed an Indira mania; 
how could a non-poditical person be 
partial to a particular political Party? 
Paul J. Mannemplavan, Garo HUls. 

Remember ? 

W ITH reference to “Zimbabwe is 
burn” (March 23) by David Caute, 
in the jubilation that iKxompanied 
the emergence of Zimbabwe as a new 
and independent nation, many forgot 
the man who made it all possible. 
Lord Carrington. *Whether due to in¬ 
gratitude or forgetfulness, this lapse 
is unforgivable. But for LordCarring- 
toa's able negotiation, the two un¬ 
compromising guerrilOa leaders would 
never have come to terms with the 
bi-radal regime of Bishop Abel Muzo- 
rewa. The fact that Lord Carrington 
belongs .to that fast disappearing 
breed of men who arc content to 
remain out of the limelight, does 
not excuse the failure to acknowledge 
his laudable contribution. 

Sathish Jayarajan, Bangalore. 


A thriller alright 

O NE thought that book rev».;wers 
descend from heaven once in a 
while, to have a swipe at the author 
of a new publication before return¬ 
ing to their bliss. Vimal Balasubrah- 
riianyam’s review of Le Carre’s 
Smiley’s People (“Death rite fw a 
departed spy’’, March 23), however, 
breaks new ground: he is certainly 
more representative of the genre of 
com^mon readers. Where one disagrees 
with him is when he forgets that a 
thriller is a thriller—^whether it is 
highbrow or lowbrow remains irrele¬ 
vant. It serves its purpose if rt keeps 
the reader engrossed, that is, causes 
him to miss an appointment or over¬ 
stay on a running train. Le Carre 
succeeds admirably in this. 

A. Das Gupta, Calcutta 


Ditto Hindi films 

I T IS not unsual to read a variety 
of views and banalities on adver¬ 
tising and its many vagaries. Bdt it 
it rare to see the writer hopelessLv 
cuipable in his own writing, of toe 
sms which he lays at the door of 
auver Using. 

The burden of Ashish Rajadhyak- 
shds soug ( Do our aus teiu lies?” 
Mia-cu S)> is ihrit auverusmg misleads 
the poor muronic consumer. Ue then 
expands, to his own ratuer more in- 
teiugent readers, on iheones and re- 
searen fiooings wuich are entireLv 
quaint ana can for a' cnapter and 
versa reference. He says glibly: “A 
recent smdy has proved that one of 
tne reasons wny Hindi cinema has 
been so effective in mouloing work¬ 
ing class tastes is that tney needed 
a more accessible fasniim-culture as 
alternative to the* elite exclusiveness 
ot the culture that advertising ooos- 
tantly emphasises to them but at the 
same time makes known to them that 
it is not for either their purses or 
tueir tasies”. 

Undoubtedly this “recent study”, if 
it exists, was conducted among peo¬ 


ple who have not been near Hindi 
hiros, nor know that the very legiti¬ 
mate and stated daim of a pumber 
of successful Hindi filnundeers is to 
create an escape and a fantagy in 
their films for the greater entertain¬ 
ment of their audience; and this is 
reflected directly in the fashfoiKad- 
ture that their films portray. 

Instead of relying on information 
that appears to be patently dubious 
it might help if the writer of the arti¬ 
cle exposes himseif to the popular, 
super-hit Hindi movies in town; then 
maybe his outlook on adveriising 
will be less jaundiced. 

In another pflaoe Mr Rajadhyaksha 
blithely declares that the Moditbread 
ad now guarantees footwear longer 
life. Whereas, there is no mention irf 
footwear in the ad; in fact it pur¬ 
ports to sell superfine tlvead for 
embroidery and displa.vs a fuil-slxe 
gown embrddered with Modithiiwd. 
So if people who are allegedSy aom- 
ning iidvertising are bent on being 
misled by it, can you blame advert!^ 
ing? 

C. Passanah, Chief of OperatUmt, 
Clarion Advertising Services Ltd, ' 
Bombay. 


My book too 

A NGLO-INDIANS : the forgotten 

community” by David McMahon 
(March 16), bore special significance 
for me. I am perhaps the only person 
to have written a novel in Bengali, 
dealing with Anglo-Indian life. The 
novefl, Suatrint (Unchaste), published 
in 1955. was a result of my interest 
in a community which was bom and 
bred in an environment of poverty, 
ignorance and evil. It was a study of 
those people who have been neglect¬ 
ed by both, the Indians and Euro¬ 
peans, people who have western 
manners dress and habits. 


Man's monopoly 

S UNDAY, in spite of its male 
chauvinistic presentatioa of nude 
females on its pages, has done a 
commendable job by highlighting .the 
notorious Mathura rape case (“Wo¬ 
men against rape” by Olga Tellis and 
Saumitra Baiierjee, March 30). The 
bankruptcy of our decadent social 
system is once again evident: two 
policemen after committing rape 
could go scot-free. How can our 
highest court of law fail to see that 
a podice station cannot be a place for 
legal or illegal intercourse, and that 
no woman should be summoned to a 
police station for investigation? 
Under these clauses alone, the erring 
policemen can be punished. 

It is encouraging to witness such 
an organised movement against the 
piijosophy of treating wmnen as 
animals. The protest mardies in 
Delhi and Bombay are a good beginn¬ 
ing. It is the duty of every riitht- 
thinking citizen to raise his voice 
against the merciless exploitation of 
half of mankind, and the poUoe, who 
cannot protect a helpless girl like 


This work of fiction is a record of 
the day-tOHlay Sife of a young Anglo- 
Indian girl, her associates and lovers. 
Ct is not a romantic iticture as painted 
by John Masters in Bhotoani Junc¬ 
tion. The name. Unchaste, was itself 
ironicaO It was in keemng with the 
mmmon notion that women of tbg 
Anglo-Indian community nave no 
exemplary morals. On the other hand, 
my fictional heroine was a noble per¬ 
son, who sacrifices herself at the 
altar of truth. 

After a few editions, in 1967, I ro 
named the book Urbastr Narak (The 
Conn Dancer’s Hell). 

Ramapati Basu, Calcutta. 


Mathura from the ravages of maniacs. 
Kalyan Bhattachariee, ShiUong. 

THE report unmairiu the ugly face 
of society. The tragedy ttf Manjula 
and MatnurnrM nothing but the re¬ 
petition of an did tale. Rape is man's 
monopoly. R is the most brutal and 
heinous social crime; its perpetrator 
suffers little sodal censure, while the 
victim is put to shame for the rest 
of her life. The protest .of urban 
women against tiiis crime may be a 
sign of maturity and willpower, but 
the same degree of consdousness is 
yet to be seen among the weaker 
sectiODsi A recent survey shows that 
out of ten cases of rape, in seven the 
victims are from the weaker sections. 
Chandra SheMutr Dubey, Bhagalpur. 

IM SPITE of all my sympathks for 
the anti-rape movement, we were 
shocked to see the jidiotograph of the 
mock rape. In fact, it has mocked the 
movement itself instead of moddng- 
the rapist This is dear from the. 
expressions on the faces of the 
spectators — among whom are even 
cbiHdren — who seem to be amused. 
Soumyadeb Basu, Uomanjan 
Dasgupla, Hooghly. 


COVER STORY 


100 Days of Indira Gandhi 

Opinion Poll by PATHFINDERS: INDIA 



January 1980, India went to the potlm to elect a 
new Government. After 33 monthm of the Janata 
Government, Indira Gandhi promleed “a Govern¬ 
ment that worke". 

To the people at large, this meant controlling rim¬ 
ing prices, better law and order and Improvement 
In the quality of f<f». They gave her a nu^orlty In 
the Lok Sabha and $valtedfor the promises to be 
fulfilled. 

April 1980. Sunday commissioned 
PATHFINDERS: INDIA, a leading marketing 
research organisation to find out how the people 
Judge her first hundred days In oJBPIce, 
PATHFINDERS: INDIA conducted e. poll In Delhi, 
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. A random sample 
of over 2000 adults In these cities was Interview¬ 
ed by PATHFINDERS field staff on the Slot of 
Aprtt 1980. 


Promloeo, Promiaeo 

The Congress (1) election campaign 
opened with a headline on the rise 
In onion prices between March 
1977 and December 1979. 

The other advertisements in the 
Congress (I) campaign pointed to 
the insecurity among ti'e citizens from ruffians, thieves and 
other criminals, the plight of women, unavailability of essential 
commodities and the power crisis. Indira Gandhi asked the peo¬ 
ple to elect “a Government that works” as the choice against 
‘‘one which wants another chance to mismanage your 
country”. ■ 

Opinion on whether she has fulfilled her promises differs in the 
four cities. The North and South, for ail their other differences, 
agree that she is fulfilling her promises (52 percent in Delhi and 
51 percent in Madras agree). The people in Bombay are of a 
different opinion (36. percent agree, 45 percent disagree) while 
in Calcutta they are undecided 




DELHI BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS 


Fay More, Oet Less 

The prices have risen even after 
Indira Gandhi’s return to power. 

Economic Times Index of wholesale 
prices for food items which stood 
204.8 (1969-70-100) on the day 
Indira Gandhi was sworn in as 
Prime Minister rose to 213.2 by April 21J 980, an Increase of 
4.1%. In between the prices had risen further, most sharply In 
the case of sug^tr. 

The people have felt this where If hurts—ln their pockets. The 
majority of people in all four cities feel that Indira Gandhi hsi 
not been able to check the price rise. The strongest Indictment 
Is In Caloutta (63%) while Delhi Is least critical (55%). 







The crime reports during the period before and after Indira Gan¬ 
dhi faking charge do not show any marked difference Reports 
of robbery and murder continue to appear even after the return of 
Indira Gandhi. 

The opinions perhaps indicate a feeling of security more than 
actual improvement in law and order. 















Ammim•—Ready To Explode? ^ 

Assam was in turmoil even before f 

Indira Gandhi took charge. But I • 

perhaps the developments in Assam I ^ 

are too distant to involve people J J?L^f I 

closely. X 

A large proportion of people have I 

not expressed any opinion on how Mrs. Gandhi has handled the 

Assam situation. 

Among those who have expressed an opinion, the majority feels 
that she has not been able to handle the situation well. 


Saiday Gandhi, MP 

Sanjay Gandhi, though elected from 
Amethi with a thumping majority, 
continues to be Indira Gandhi’s 
Achilles heel. 




The young Vs. the not so 
young 




ComtroUmd pHem rim*? , 


BOMBAY CALCUHA MADRAS 


iudira: Yesterday And Today 




Indira Gandhi was Prime Minister f , 

for ten. years earlier. This was a I 

period which saw many events in- 

eluding the nationalization of banks, | / 

liberation of Bangladesh and the 

Emergency. ^ 

The poll asked whether people thought she Is as good a Prime 
Minister now as she was then. 

A majority in Delhi and Madras think so, while opinions are 
divided In Bombay. A large proportion in Calcutta had no 
opinion. 


Approum of Smt^v'm rotoT 



WomU tkoyvoimfor ImdhmT 


BOMBAY CALCUHA MADRAS 
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i bnty 8% of the people In Bombay and'Calcutta approve of 
role Sanjay Gandhi is playing in national politics. Delhi 
i: and Madras seem more willing to forgive and forget with 26% 
■ j In Delhi and 25% in Madras who approve. 


Eduration and opinions 
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Witt She Be Elected Today? 


Indira Gandhi’s party won a large 
proportion of the votes polled in 
Maharashtra (53.3%), Delhi 
(50.5%) and Tamil Nadu (54.1% 
with her allies) in the 1980 Lok 
Sabha elections. In West Bengal 
her party polled 36.4% of the votes. 

Support for her is higher today in these cities. If an election were 
held today about 60% of the people in Bombay. Delhi and 
Madras would vote for her. A large proportion of Calcuttans' 
have not expressed their opinion on this question but among 
those who have expressed an opinion, the majority would vote 
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Charlmnui Or Performance!? 


In mum, Ifcc jvofi ithowm that one hundred daye 
after returning to power, Indira Gandhi con- 
tinuee to he very popuUar and would win a 
miMeable nudorlty In theme cMf«. 

Thim Im In mptte of her not doing well on mpecifte 
Immuem and the abmence of support for Sanjay 
Gandhi. 

Perhaps this Indicates a vacuum of leadership 
where Indira Gandhi Is the only choice. Or could 
It be the victory of charisma over performance? 







Where is the Gonemment 
that works? 


By M. J. AKBAR 


Irultrajt ke boat par 
Muhar laga tit haath par 
(.'hint pahuncha saat par 
Mitti ka lei paanch par 
Aur dwset ghunsa taat par 

INCK upon a time, just a 
hundred days or so ago. a 
different verse was sweep¬ 
ing across that great 
tr^ilional battlefield of 
(ndiiaii rulers, the Gangctic plains. 
That vense went. Na jaat par na pool 
par, IMirajt ke boat par, Muhar 
laijegi haath par (Not because ot 
(aste or creed, but on Indira Gandhi's 
proiiiKse, the ballot paper will be 
stamped on the hand symbol). This 
was the verse which gave Mrs Gandhi 
virtoi-y. Within the verse quoted 
above, which is quite obviously a 
sardonic tak(M>ff on Mrs Gandhi’s 
earlier slogan, lie the seeds of defeat. 
Traiislaterl. the verse means: ‘We 
heaid Mrs Gandhi's promises and 
voted for her, but sugar now costs 
Bs 7. kerosene costs Rs 5, and diesel 
is only available after a fight’. India’s 
most effertive cximmunication system, 
word of mouth, has already begun 
traasporting the new ver.se to the 
remote villages of the north. 

The disarray that troubles their 
rank.s, and the dismay that informs 
theii- hearts, may make the current 
splintered opposition totally incapable 
of reaping any rewards from the 
growing sense of despair among the 
people. The frustration has two face.s 
On one side there is the sorrow of 
seeing yet another bielfective govern¬ 
ment. paiticulailiv in the midst of 
such national turbulence as we have 
rarely witnessed. And on the other 
side there is the anger that, this time 
around, the opposition seems even 
more incapable of providing an alter¬ 
native. (This explains one of the 
contradictions visible in the opinion 
poll we have published in this issue. 
Kveii where the maiority of th<“ 
people, indict the present government 
on Its handling of prices and law 
and order, they still say they would 
vote Mri Indira Gandhi if a poll 
were to be held now). 

But historv tells us—indeed. It 
tells us repeatedly — that the bigge.st 
.sin in politics is compflacen^; when 
the people change their minds they 
do it with decisiveness and ferocity. 
It those in the opposition today qre 
being dismissed as nas-beens, one has 
only to consider what people 

were saying about the loy¬ 
alists in Mrs Gandhi’s camp 
all through 1977. "Finished" was 
the mildest term used to describe 
them In the 1977 As^mbly elec¬ 



tions. Mrs Gandhi never once stepped 
out of her house to campaign, such 
v/as the public fury against her. The 
current flot in the opposition are at 
least mak'mg some noises, however 
vague they may sound. Circuni-stances 
make heroes and villains out of 
politicians I have always maintained 
that the real miracle in Indian politics 
was not the return of Mrs Gandhi to 
power; the real miracle was the 
retuin of Morarji Desai after the 
desolation of 1971. After aU. even in 
March 1977 Mrs Gandhi still had 25 
per cent of the Indian people behind 
her: what popular support did Morarji 
Des,ii ever cmnmand personally? 

The sentence that really brought 
Mrs Gandhi back to power was the 
one that cxmld be heard aU over dur¬ 
ing the campaign for the 1980 polls: 
“Is dash ko srrf Indira Gandhi hi 
chala sakti hai’’ (Only Mrs Gandhi 
can run this country). This was faith 
in the image, of a tough, no-nonsense 
ruler Time and Morarji Desai bad 
dimmed some of the more unfortunate 
memories of Mrs Gandhi’s rule, and 
tinted her decade in power wHh the 
glow of firm government. Even the 
Emergency, though still perceived as 
an aberration, seemed now an aber¬ 
ration in the right direction, a tilt 
towards firmness rather than a tilt 
towards drift. The first hundred 
days of Mrs Gandhi’s present govern¬ 
ment have put this faith under strain. 
Bi.sing prices, deteriorating law and 
order, and the inability to tackle the 
Assam problem have created seriou.s 
dents in that image of the saviour; 
this IS hardly the De Gaulle who was 
promised. And if this belief—that 


Mrs Gandhi is a firm ruler—collapses, 
then the whole government will 
collapse, as there is nothing else 
which sustains this government apart 
from her personality. And in the 
eighties, Mrs Gandhi will have a 
much shorter "honeymoon period” 
than she had after her 1971 victory. 
The last time, despite having the 
enoimous achievement of Bangladesh 
in her reenrd, it took only a litttle 
more than two years for her popu¬ 
larity to start sinking. If her popu¬ 
larity was at an exceptional peak in 
1972, it had also c»me to a dangerous 
low by mid 1974; by mid 1975, Mrs 
Gandhi had clearly become a loser. 
And Mrs Gandhi certainly begins 
with less goodwill in 1980 than she 
started with in 1971. 

The Janata government was run 
as a exmsortium - of powerful State 
chieftains presided over by an oteti- 
natc and incompetent chief whose 
2 survival depended largely on the 
factional struggles keeping the chief¬ 
tains at each other’s throats. In Mrs 
'Gandhi’s case it is the opposite. Here 
an all-powerful leader presides over 
sycophantic regional politicians whose 
survival depends on how vigorously 
they can nod their heads m assent. 
The new motto is: ‘I have no 
ideology. Indira Gandhi is the 

ideology’. 

This was not the case m 1971. Then 
the Congress Party still had enough 
room for fresh air—indeed, room for 
both fresh air and steam. To many 
it actually seemed as if Mrs Gandhi 
was ushering in a new era of social 
justice, and that this change would 
come through' parliamentary demo¬ 
cracy (many journalists, not to men¬ 
tion othei assorted intellectuals, were 
willing to do the trumpeting for the 
new age). That was a decade ago; 
and during that dawn of the seven¬ 
ties. for many talented men and wo¬ 
men it seemed that the revolution 
proposed by Nehru was coming into 
its own. The leadership of the pre¬ 
sent opposition is full of people who 
were with Mrs Gandhi then: Chandra 
Shekhar, Y. B. Chavan, Jagjivan Ram, 
Chandrajit Yadav...Eveiyone was tea 
years younger. Even Mrs Gandhi 
By October 1979, the problems of 
1980 were clearly visible. The agita-. 
tion in Assam had begun, and qui^- 
ly the movement had become power¬ 
ful enough to preveht any elections 
from taking place while the rest of 
the nation went to the polls. The 
shortage of diesel and power was 
playing havoc with both industry and 
agriculture, adding to the miseries of 
a vast drought across two-thirds of 
the country. If the drought did not 






turn into a major famine it was be¬ 
cause of tbe nealthy food stocks 
built up in tbe past, but the possibi¬ 
lity of another rainless year was 
high. And the power shortage could 
only grow worse, further damaging 
production. Prices had startr^d rising, 
and the new government would have 
to do something to keep tbe traders 
In check if prices were to be held 
in control. Political instability had 
contributed to a deterioration in law 
and order. And by the last week of 
December, Russian troops had enter^ 
ed Afghanistan, suddenly changing 
the political map of the region. 

And so the nation expected that 
Mrs Gandhi, when she came to po¬ 
wer, would immediately take things 
into hand: here, after all, was a ladv 
who had been Prime Minister for 11 
years, returning to the holm of 
affairs with a majority which left her 
free of any worries about instability 
In the very first week after her vic¬ 
tory, there was a psychological im¬ 
pact on the nation. Worried traders 
did immediately slash price.s. And 
then Mrs Gandhi began putting toge¬ 
ther her government. A first Cabinet 
was announced. . Policemen and. 
bureaucrats began to be shifted 
around: legitimate enough; a politi¬ 
cal leadership must have persons it 
can trust at the administrative level. 
Friends were promoted, enemies 
shunted out to where presumably 
they could do least harm. After that' 


Afer that, nothing. Prices increa- 
.sed, lawlessness increased; the Cabi¬ 
net remained incomplete, the budget 
could not get ready and there was 
little sign of any new economic policy 
oh the horizon. The marketplace once 
again began to buzz with debates and 
rumours about personalities and their 
quarrels—no policy was available for 
discussion. Some Cabinet Ministers 
became the suUeet of unhealthy ru¬ 
mours (unhealthy for them, that is); 
the Youth Congress and its leader Mr 
Sanjav Gandhi became increasingly 
more powerful, and dressed in their 
kurtas and pyjamas they grabbed a 
large portion of the Assembly nomi¬ 
nations; Mr H. N. Bahuguna, as ex¬ 
pected, was humiliated and ignored 
by turns; slightly less expectedly. Mr 
Kamalapathi Tripathi too found him¬ 
self in the doghouse; nine non-Con- 
gress (I) state governments were 
dissolved, two were bribed Into sub- 
mis$ion (in Haryana it is rumoured 
even the oflfice typewriters of the 
Janata Party defected), and in those 
states where the Centre could not 
find the guts to dismiss the govern¬ 
ments, the local Congress (I) loud¬ 
speakers began making hostile noises 
(not even the venerable Sheikh Ab¬ 
dullah, who had openly supported 
Mrs Gandhi in the national polls, was 
spared this embarrassment). 

Well, what was new about all this? 
This seemed like politics as she is 
spoke. Par for the course. Was it 


true then? Was Mrs Gandhi just 
another politician? 

While a million words have been 
written about how the Emergency 
affected the nation, no one has realLv 
bothered to explore how the Emer¬ 
gency, and the consequent loss of 
power, may have affected Mrs 
Gandhi. Has it made her, at heart, 
less confident? Like justice, power 
must not only be exercised but also 
seen to be exercised. Power to guide 
and control events, to lead matters 
to a resolution: not power merely to 
stifle debate and cow down presumed 
or actual opposition. One may be 
wrong, after all it is only an impres¬ 
sion. but there seems an uncertainty 
111 Mrs Gandhi’s style of functioning 
this time which is quite uncharacter¬ 
istic of her. . , , r 

The verse at the beginning of this 
piece is the reaction of the common 
roan to Mrs Gandhi’s first hundred 
.days in power—and therefore worth 
far more than all the blah blah that 
journalists dish out by way of aMf 
lysis. Even if the rulers ignore toe 
media (and most do, whether they 
admit it or not), it Is suicidal for them 
to ignore the people. As the Assem¬ 
bly elections will most probably 
prove, Mrs Gandhi’s equation with 
the people still remains positive. Even 
If they are unhappy they wiU not 
condemn her or her government so 
soon. But they may not wait very 
long. 


The imits of charisma 


By PRAN CHOPRA 


IF they could consider things objectively, even 
the most fervent supporters of Mrs Gandhi 
would nut claim that her government has 
covered itself with glory in the liist hundred 
mays Nor, however, would her most bitter 
opponents gloat over this fact if they could consider 
things objectively. As for that limited number of mode¬ 
rate and sensible people who are neither her enemies nor 
sycophants, but only want a Government that would be 
good for the country — they are scanning the horbon for 
such a goverament as fanners may scan it for clouds in 
a year of dimight. 

Certain things go to Mrs Gandhi’s credit, conspicuous 
among them, the fact that she takes initiatives while 
others on^ wait Among the top politicians she is always 
tbe first to be seen wherever toe action Is, whether it ■ 
Assam or the aoene of the assassinatioo of the Nirankorl 
Baba In New Delhi or other areas of aotte tension lod 
distress. Ibis hu always been and oontlbuea to be her 
strong point. 

Sometimes'her InKlstives break asw ground, as in 
the case of Afgbanietsn and, to t lessar extent, Assam. 
On the Afghsnlstsn issue, she brougtait Bulk to e more 
yleble posiuon then the previous government had. end 
for I tone India looked fika playing • role behind toe 
toenee of the kind she used to In the d«M of her greater 
diplomatic glory. Forajgn VIPs again fau on New Delbi 
Ilka autumn iMves. On Assam «w oama up with a for 
mulatlon wbioi, for a tona, Omna olaoar than any otlur 
in doatag tha gap batwean toe government and tne 
student liadarBEip. 

But ueitner are toe inltiatiw ee ftequent ae toay 


should be nor are they as successful as one would widi 
them to be, and they could be both, as they used to be, if 
Mrs Gandhi could recapture her operational style of ten 
years ago. Over a whole range of issues, her iwesent 
government is waiting upon circumstances Instead of 
guiding them as she used to: it is reacting to events as 
though they were isolated fragments, not the inter-related 
symptoms of a spreading disease requiring a compreban* 
sive policy design for curing it. What is worse is that its 
whole functioning is so non-systematic today that It is 
simply not able to take a comprehaasive approach. 

Two examples of the situatinn are t]|gt, a hundrM 
days after it should have been preaented. m are stil 
without a proper Midget, and nothing Uka a policy on 
prices, is anywhere in sight- If prioaa have come down 
fractionally in a few places, they are going up elsewhere 
and the socumulated pressure of hitfi prices upon the 
aYtrsga ooasumar is as heavy as it aver was. Soma 
improvamant has been claimed in toe transport of oosl. 
But too power famine remains. In soma araas It is more 
scuta than before and In others, ^ -paUcy raapooMi to 
ft have been fantastic in tbair folly. 

Tba prospect is grim. Like a tied to a tree with 
a tlw i^owiing around, we wait halplassly for toe naxt 
mcrasse in oil prices. It Is true that tbara it notolng wa 
can do to tame OPEC. But tha oouatarbslanclng assur 
•noa we used to have, that there will always be enough 
foreign exchange to meet tbe Import bill, is slipping 
away. Management of the domestic enargy reiources. 
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K M Kis^a^ 


is the decibel ilcvel of its denunciation. If the. niurdere 
and mysterious deaths, which have lateily occurred in 
Delhi, ha<l occurred before January 8, they would have 
been severely denounced as proof that there caii^ be no 
safety of Ida without u Goveriiinent led by Mrs Gandhi. 
Today their condemnation is less noisy. 

Political controversy is also less noisy, but that does 
not mean there is less controversy. The noise is less 
because less is allowed to leak out. The splinters and 
fragments ot the old Janata Party are still fighting their 
wars of attrition in open places and in full publk view. 
But that noi.se is so famiiliar. and now so inconsequential 
loo, that it attracts little notice. On the other hand, the 
more interesting and significant noises, such as those 
made by the Batiugunas and the Vasant Dada Patils, are 
not allowed to travel very far from their throats. But this 
artificially created silence is, in some ways, more disturb¬ 
ing, just as muitlcd cries beard from a room you cannot 
enter are more disturbing than an open brawl in a street. 

If some of all this .sciunds uniair to Mrs Gandhi. K is 
in a sense a tribute to her. She is the most charismatir 
politicnan India has had ever since Nehru's charisma bi*- 
gan to decline in the late 1950s. Charisma arouses expec¬ 
tations, and in her case, they are backed bv the memoiy 
ol her enormous achievements in the period 1970 to 1974, 
which 1 regard as the finest in the history of independent 
India. The memory is soured by the two years of Emer¬ 
gency, the darkest in the history ol Indian democracy. 
But the Emergency period, or. at any rate the first half 
ot it. was redeemed bv one thing; the Government bad a 
sense of purpose and the people, the feeling that things 
were being done, and fast. 

So the two most remembered periods of Mis Gandhi's 
power have left behind them the impression that she is 
a leader who, right or wrong in any other wav. would 
impart to the Government a sense of purpose and direc¬ 
tion. That has given arlded power to her charisma and an 
added edge to expectation.s. 



Some people expected nothing less than mirade.s 
and, therefore, were bound to be disappointed. But many 
of those who expected nothing more than the earnest 
beginnings of a serious effort to put together “a Gov¬ 
ernment that works", to quote one of Mrs Gandhifs most 
popular election slogans, have also been disappointed. 
The first hundred days are long enough for such, an 
etfort to start, but the effort i.<i not visible, yet, and that 
is the cause of the disappointment among those who are 
neither her enemies nor sycophants. 

Why is it not visible'? One reason lies in the pressure 
of politics, which in three ways has played havoc First 
ot all, many excellent policies and persons have been 
jettisoned by the Government for the mere reason that 
ailthough they had worked well by the country they had 
done so under the Janata Government. They were among 
;he factors responsible for making the two years of 
Janata rule the best that the Indian economy has known 
lor growth and for price stability. Therefor*, these per¬ 
sons and policies had to bo thrown out. 

In replacing these persons, whether at the political 
or administrative levels, the sole criterion has been 
loyalty to the new rulers, nflt competence for the job. 
TIim is the second way in which poditics has played 
havoc. This may be good politics, perhaps even 
necessary politics, considering the scandalous betra¬ 
yals which have marked recent party politics. But, it is 
not good government. The third damage politics has 
done, and that in spite of the massive majority won by 
Mrs Gandhi in the Lok Sabha elections, is that policies 
likely to prove unpopular, however good they might be. 
have been held back at least tiill after the Assembly 
elections. This is part of the reason why we still do not 
have a proper budget. 

There is also perhaps a deeper explanation for the 
absence of any serious effort as yet to put together "a 
government that works" with a proper set of policies. 
The makers of the legend of charisma have, perhaps, 
themselves become its victims. The legend is not only 
that Mrs Gandhi alone can save India but that she can 
do so all by herself, armed with nothing more than her 
charisma and the love of the people for her. Not her 
party, not her colleagues, not her policies but only the 
magic of her pcisonalily Is needed to do the trick. There¬ 
fore, her Party and her Party colleagues are quite content 
to dump the whole business at her doorstep, which means 
the Government moves only as one person does. In doing 
this her Party and her colleagues, and perhaps she her¬ 
self, are ignoring the proof offered by her own present 
and past experieno;, that there are limits to what charis¬ 
ma can do. Jt can make good policies and a good team 
work better^ it cannot become a substitute for them. 

Mrs Gandhi was at her best — and then she was 
the greatest! — when she had a good team around her 
and could give the team the shield of security of her 
own popularity behind which they could confidently work 
and give her all their best. They did so preparing for 
her sensible policy choices in great detail, and then wBh 
her own fabulous intuition, sense of timing and decisive 
thrust she took the final decision, and with good team 
work to help her, in which her own leadership was the 
best ingredient, she pushed the decision through to the 
end. That was charisma plus Government, each reinforc¬ 
ing the other. But deprived of this combination her 
power walks on one leg. 

Perhaps Mrs Gandhi is aware of all this more than 
anyone else. £ome people in Delhi believe that there is 
an acute re-assessment of the self going on wKhin her, 
and her innumerable recent visits to temples and saints 
are not an empty gesture to the orthodoxy of the poor, 
whom she claims as her special constituency. "Ihey are 
part of a self-searching and a quest. Perhaps that is .so. 
>nd if it is. one wishes her luck. For better or worse, 
she is ^oing to be at the helm of affaiw for years to 
come, and for the country’s sake it had better be for the 
better. 

But apart from this new quest she could turn with 
profit to the more worldly knack that she used to have-~ 
to discover talent among the lesser men around her, to 
deploy it with shrewd wisdom, and to get the best out of 
It by giving it the kind of backing whid only her thtfls- 
ma can give. Huit would be getti^ the best <wt ef 
durlsmt. 




Mrs Gandhi s Second Coining 


-HUNDRED days of Mrs 

Gaodhi’s Second Comiiu 
(with apologies to Pro¬ 
phet C. M. Stephen) are 

_behind us. There have 

been no illuminations like at the time 
of the celebration of the Dynamic 
Decade of the earlier period. But 
facts and figures have been ofBdallv 
released to assert the glory that was 
the Second First Hundred Days. 


Mrs Gandhi won her election on 
three slogans, albeit hyperbolical, 
which for a variety of reasons did 
succeed in catching the imagination 
of the people. First, rising prices. 
"Even onions cost Rs 5 a kilo,” went 
the shrill refrain across tbe length 
and breadth of the country. Sugar, 
diesel and several other essential 
items figured in the campaign against 
the Janata-Lok Dal Parties. Second, 
the law and order situation. The villa¬ 
gers were told that in Delhi none 
could move out of their homes after* 
sunset, that women were being raped 
at every street corner and school¬ 
going children abducted and murde¬ 
red. In the cities one was fed with 
the supposed total collapse of law 
and order in the counbyside. Third 
tbe non-performanoe of the govern¬ 
ment and tbe inner-Party clashes 
that broke up the Janata Party. The 
nation needs a stable liiovernment, a 
government that works, was the slo¬ 
gan. 


Now, what is the record? 

Prices have been moving upwards 
with a vengeance. Sugar and diesel, 
cloth and manufactured items. About 
vegetables and edible oils and meat I 
shall refrain from quoting figures; 
every consumer is' exposed to them 
at the shop counters. However, accor- 
(hng to the government's own sta¬ 
tistics, the general index of whole¬ 
sale prices moved from 224.2 (1970- 
71 = 100) on January 11, IMO to 
229.2 on April 5—a 2.2 per cent in- 
CTease. The index had moved up bv 
2.4 per cent between August 25, 1979 
and January 12, 1980. It is, therefore, 
obvious that the monthly increase in 
the wholesale prices was much more 
in the first hundred days of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s government than in the ISO 
days of the Charan Singh govern¬ 
ment, which was only a caretaker 
government. As always, the whole¬ 
sale index tells only a part of the 
story. The retail prices never figure 
in the index. 

As for onions^ the farmers who 
STOW them in Nasik and Pune get 
anywhere betwr-en 10 paise to 60 
Wiis® per kg while the consumers pav 
fuything from Rs 1.50 to Rs 2.50 per 
kg all over the country. When th 
lermers demanded a support price of 
M jwjse per kg, two of them were 
shot dead in mid-March in Pimpal- 
gaon of Nasik district, and over 500 

ha Chakon 

of Pune district 

The law and order situation in the 
does airi villages have deteriorated 
tu a point where in a place like 


By GEORGE FERNANDES 



Delhi, the police have stopped brie¬ 
fing the Press on the crime situation. 
More harijans have been killed dur¬ 
ing the 100 days of Mrs Gandhi’s 
regime than during any hundred days 
during the 33 years of freedom. 
There has been a phenomenal in¬ 
crease in train robberies in th se 100 
days, with a gang of dacoits holding 
up a suburban train in Bombay—an 
unprecedented event—on the 100th 
day of Mrs Gandhi’s rule. 

The killers of the young Delhi co¬ 
llege student, Gautam Jaisinghania, 
are still at large. Baba Gurbachan 
Singh, the spiritual leader of millions 
of Nirankaris, was shot dead right in 
his home. To top it all. Youth Con¬ 
gress (I) leaders have taken to mo¬ 
lesting scboolgoing girls on a picnic 
at Naraini In Orissa, the oldzr gene¬ 
ration of Congress (I) leaders, like 
Devender Singh Garcha, MP. have 
been involved in inddents that have 
made ordinary people question tbe 
integrity of the law-enfordng machi¬ 
nery. 

Tliere have been communal riots 
in Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Maha¬ 
rashtra and Uttar Pradesh which 
have been either blacked out from 
the Press or played down to escape 
adverse attention from the people. 
And in Delhi, even the blind were 
not spared from the blows of a police 
force that is now headed in the capi¬ 
tal by a man who was put up for 
trial on a charge of murdering a 
man in his custody. 

As for the promise of a govern¬ 
ment that works, there is still no- 
sign that it is working. For the first 
time in 33 years of free India thh 
country is without a complete Cabi¬ 
net for a hundred days. . 

There is no Defence Minister, 
though the borders have become ex¬ 
tra-sensitive with the Afghan and Iran 
situations escalating every day. There 
is no Minister of Steel and Mines. 


though this is one of the crucial eco¬ 
nomic portfolios. There is no Mini¬ 
ster of Industry though it is he who 
more than anyone else has to provide 
the overall direction and monitor in¬ 
dustrial growth. There is no Minister 
of Labour, and industrial relations 
continue to receive ad hoc treatment. 

As for those already in the Cabi¬ 
net, with a few honourable excep¬ 
tions, most of them are faceless 
harks, anyway. 

The non-governance is nowhere 
more manifest than in tbe north ea^ 
tern region of the country. Tbe ham- 
handedness of the early weeks has 
been substituted by sheer madness in 
recent weeks in dealing with Assam. 
But it is not only Assam. Every 
state in that region is up in anhs 
against the neglect and exploitation 
of tbe last three decades by the 
Brown Sahibs of Delhi who treated 
the north-east as a colony whose peo¬ 
ple bad to be patronised. That po- 
Ncy has been pursued with more 
ruthlessness during these last lOO 
days. 

The hundred days have also crea¬ 
ted an atmosphere for the Press, 
which had earlier gone to town 
against the Janata-Lok Dal govern¬ 
ments, to discover the virtue of self- 
discijpline. But sadder still has been 
the fate of tbe judiciary. If a Justice 
Shah who headed the commission has 
been told that he was nothing but 
perversion personified, the judge 
who heard cases of fraud, corruption, 
misuse of authority and other crimi¬ 
nal offences against the ruling elite 
of the pre-March 1977 days have been 
asked to eat every word and every 
action of theirs during the - 33 
months of Janata-Lok Dal rule. 

Were the hundred days utilised to 
draw up new perspectives, work out 
new priorities? One wonders. Mrs 
Gandhi has hardly had any time for 
such mundane exerdses, 'what with 
her preoccupation with temple hop¬ 
ping and tbe favourite game of state 
government toppling. The factotums, 
however, have been at work, disman¬ 
tling such job-oriented programmes 
as tbe District Industries Centres, 
the bandloom and handicraft sectors, 
village and cottage industries. The 
vice-president has already been made 
to sj^ak twice on the need to let 
multinational industrial corporations 
enter India, obviously in such sectors 
where the Janata government did not 
allow them to operate. The Minister 
of Energy has been wanting to hand 
over the power sector to private en¬ 
trepreneurs. The- Minister of Infor¬ 
mation and Broadcasting has made 
the startling discovery that colour 
television is the ultimate answer to 
the problem of India’s poverty! The 
mother has reiterated her twenty 
points, and tbe son has missed on 
one of his to present us with four 
points. 

A more dismal record of the first 
one hundred days must be hard to 
find. 
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No Deportation, No Oil! 


Monday. AprU 28. The central offux of the AASV 
within the precmcts of the Cotton CpUege 
was humming unth excitement. At obout 2 p.m.ftwo 

lud^Ttivlts told PARTHACHATTERJEEoI^J^Y 
that Rraluila Mohanta. the firebran^ 
svearheadtng the Assam agitation from hts hiOMUt 
tc^id meet him. Soon, a white Ambassa^ car untt a 
t'RESS tag on its windshield materialued on the jxxrm 
outside. Two members of the AASU executive coming- 
tee iRaiKhawa and Bora asked Chatterjee to get mo the 
rear sMt. They sat m the front. Aft^ drwing forjm 
houi* the car stopped before a small bungalow m tM 
outskirts of the town. Chatterjee was escorted mo the 
house where he had to wait for another tm mmutes 
before Mohanta himself appeared, “welcome’, he aaid. 
And the interview began. ___ 

Q: Have you had any commwuaUion from the 
Government of India for fresh negotiations since your 
talks on April 12 with Mrs Gandhi failed? 

As • No. 

Q : Are you willing to begin a fresh dia,,^ue7 

A : Yes, we are- But Mrs Gandhi must create the 
atmosphere for a fresh dialogue. 

Q .■ What do you mean by that ? 

PrafuUa Mohanta.with Bhrigu Phukanin the background 




A : She must go back to the April 12 positiao. 
colleagues are detained. Curfew has been imposed. 
Assam has been handed over to the military and the 
CRP. Our people are suffering. How can we cany on 
negotiations under such conditions 7 If Mrs Gandhi is 
ready willing to find out a solution she must withdraw 
dll r^ressive measures. 

Q; If such a congenial atmosphere ta created are 
you going to put any further preconditions before 
resuming talks? 

A : We don’t have many preconditions ... (We 
have only one condition) the determinatimi of foreign 
nationals in accordance with the National Register of 
Citizens of 1951. That must be the base year for identi¬ 
fication of foreign nationals. We are pressing for only 
identification now; about the deportation (of ibreigners), 
we are prepared to leave that opea That on bgsubject 
to further discussions. 

(?.■ Why are you giving top priority to the foreign 
ers* issue when the econome issues that plague Assam 
are obviously more vital ? 

A : We consider the foreigners’ issue as our major 
economic issue too. They are telling upon the economy. 

Q; Don’t you think that the. deportation of lakhs 
of people is almost impouible.? 

A : We don’t think so ... And if deportation is 
not possible, then the Government of India can distri¬ 
bute the fmeigners among all the Indian states. 

Q: J doubt whether that is feasible. 

A : How can you expect Assam to bear the burden 
alone? It is the duty of the Govermnent of India to 
persuade the other states u this matter. 

Q; Have you thought of the human problems in- 
volvea? You have to uproot thousands of people once 
again after they hove been rehabilitated. By this time 
they have made Assam their home. They speak Assam¬ 
ese, their sons and daughters have been married here. 
You are suggesting uprooting two or three generations. 

A: We coiild discuss humanitarian cases sepa¬ 
rately It is also possible that after identification and 
deletion of their ahmes from the voters’ list, we can 
agree to a certain point that immigrants who have come 
before a certain date may be kept in Assam — say 
people who have come befwe 1961. But for those who 
came after that, there is no room in Assam. 

Q; What about Hindu refugees from Bangladesh 
who came before 1971 — that is, before Basigladesh was 
bom? They were mostly settled under govermtient 
schema. 

A: Their dtizenshlp status can be traced firom 
government records. If they were rehabilitated by the 
government they will have no probldnu. 


that this is a problem. 

A ; But, so far, nothing has bean done about R. At 
lout we donx find the fovenment to be seriou* tbont 
It. We asked the government to aeal the bontart. Noth* 
Ing hap bten dona. 

QWiU you allow the foreigners to aelt off their 
property before leovbig? ^ 

A: Tbet hei to be decided by the law of the lend. 
1 penonally think that all (tbair) poa a aiiioaa are dMgal 
Q; will thore be daportation in pnam, or gt one 
gof. 

A: It must be by phaaas, acoordJag to e prepared 
liet. We would like to give top priority to the dep(wte> 
tloa of thoM pao^'wno houtad tho Pakiatanl flag 
during IMS in tha char lands. I will abow you wtate 
they are. (Ha aski bli oottaafuaa. to bring a OUK tbay 
do; thiy bring a bugs map. Re tu intarmwerif 
Q; How om you wemify fnose people eftet m 





many vvomt 

A : Tfae police have all the names. 

Q: What will you do if Parliament amende the 
Citizendiip Act of 1955 and confers cttisenAip on all 
Banaladeshi immigrants who entered India bettpeen 
J95I and 1971 ? 

A : We must omiose sudi an Act. 

Q; Don’t you think that the IncUra-Mujib poet pro¬ 
vides enough room for Hindu immigrants from ersttmile 
East Pakistan to be accepted as naturalised Indian citi- 
tens if they entered India before March 25, 1971 ? 

A : This pai!t has little constitutional validity. 

Q: Why have you started this movement after so 
years? 

A : Most of us were not bora when the influx 
started. Our elders may be responsible for (the neglect); 
we are not. 

Q; One of the arguments used to make the cate 
that foreigners should be sent away is that Assam will 
be 'culturally swampetP. Do you mean that Assam is for 
the Assamese alone ? 

A : Not at aU. We have no worries about tiiose 
non-Assamese populations in Assam who are boaaflde 
Indian citizens. Their number is not alarming. 

Q: How do account for the violence in the North 
Kamrup villages (in which Bengalis were attacked) ? 

A : We condemn such incMents very mudh. The 
incident took place following a murder of an Assamese 
boy by some anti-social elements. We must guard against 
such incidents even under provocation. 


Curfew has been im^sed. Assam has been 
handed over t6 the military and the CRP. 
Our people are suffering. How can we carry 
out negotiations under such conditions? 


Q; What is your politics? 

A ; 1 have no politics. I do not belong to any 

party. You can call me a Gandhiite. Gandbiji has inspir* 
ed me very much. 

Q: Don’t you think that the oil embargo is causing 
harm to the nation? You say. No Deportation, No Ou, 
isn’t it ? 

A : Yes. Because foreign nationals are causing 
more .harm to us. And, after all, we are conserving oil, 
not throwing it. into the Brahmaputra. 


NEXT WEEK'S SPECIAL 

THE SAGA OF 
KAMDEO SINGH 

An investigation into the 
life and death of Bihar’s 
most notorious dacoit, 
the man from Begusarai 
who ran a private 
kingdom. The most 
powerful politicians paid 
him homage till he was 
killed by the police 
on April 18, 1980. 
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MR ANK ARI BABA 

AShockkig 

Assasshation 

ByAJOY BOSE 



lOR Baba Giirbadian 
Siucfa, spiritual bead of 
the Nirankari Sikh sect, 
the writing on the wall 

—;--—(was visible several years 

back—^"Killer Gurbachan Singh can¬ 
not be spared’*. Tbe slogan had been 
a ronstaat scream on the walls of 
various cities for quite some time 
now. After five unsuccessful attempts, 
the killers finally found their marie 
right in the heart of the Nirank^ 
Colony, just a few yards from tbe 
Baba’s house on the night of Amril 
25, 1960. * 

It was around 10.35 at night The 
Baba was returning from a'function 
at Paharganj. He was in his blac^ 
Mercedes, DH07, sitting on the front 
seat next to the driver. Baba’s wife, 
Kulwant Kaur also known as Matajl. 
sat at the back. The blade Mercedes 
was followed by three other cars 
and a motorcyde.- The Mercedes 
swept through the gates and stopped 
a few yards in front of the Baba’s 
apartments. Baba’s bodyguard, who 
was travelling in one of the other 
cars, got out and rushed to open the 
car door for him. .Gurbachan Singh 
had taken only a few steps before 
some devotees who were waiting in 
the compound bowed down before 
him to toudi his feet. The bodyguard 
was only a few feet behind the Baba. 
Mataji, meanwhile had walked up to 
the house and was about to open tbe 
front door. 


It was at this point that the first 
shot rang out. It hit the bodyguard 
who staggered and slumped to the 
ground. The second shot went 
through the Baba’s right shoulder just 
when he turned around upon hear¬ 
ing the sound of tbe first shot. The 
bullet pierced Gurbachan Singh’s 
trachea and went through ctearly. 
Four more shots followed. Two hit 
devotees, one rioochetted off a stone 
and the fourth made a deep gash in 
the body of the blade Mercedes. 
The whole shootout was over in a 
matter of seconds. Absolute pande¬ 
monium followed. Groups of Niran- 
karis rushed' hither and thither sear¬ 
ching for cover. What caused more 
fear were two grenades which bad 
been lobbed into the compound. One 
grenade did not explode but it sent 
the Nirankaris screaming for cover. In 
the melee, a few of the Nirankaris. 
including Mataji, rushed to the Baba’s 
aid. Later, some Nirankaris claimed 
that the Baba had named his sac- 
oessor in his dying gasps. According 
to Mataji. however. Baba could not 
•peak. Only his lips quivered. A glass 
of water was ImmghL He took a few 
sips and then shunped to the ground 
dud. 

Baba’s bodyguard, Pratap Singh 
■Iso lay dud. The two devotees who 
were, touching Baba’s feet, when the 
tragedy occurred, escaped with minor 
mjurtes. The jawssination had been 
a complete success. 

Within half an hour,' the DeBd Pp- 
lioe led by Comimasionu P. S. Bhin- 


18 







A-JEW-83 














der readied .the spot A thorough 
f search of the entire colony, however, 
failed to locate the assassins. Even 
the police dogs lost track after a feW 
' hundred yards. The next day Bhmdet 
; would call it “the best planned mur- 
^ der I have ever seen in my career”. 
I Investigations revealed that the shots 
i that had gunned down Baba Curha* 
if chan Singh came from a rcsthouse— 
I the Nirankari Satsang Bhavan. The 
i' assassins had fired from room 14 on 
I the first floor of the Bhavan. The 
I resthouse, which was about 20 feet 
[ from the compound in front of the 
^ Baba's apartments, is the place where 
Nlrankaris normally stay when thev 
come from places outside Delhi to 
visit the colony and pay their respects 
■ to Baba. 

Boom 14 is the corner room of the 
resthouse, just next to the staircase. 
The main window of the room faces 
the Baba's apartments. The windows 
of the room were old fashion d, 
divided into many one-square-feet 
glass panes. One of the panes was 
broken and the assassin had obvi¬ 
ously pointed his gun at the Baba 
through the hole in the pane. The 
room had also an ideal emergency 


exit—the bathroom window. Hw 
grill of the window had been remo¬ 
ved. Just next to the window <n the 
outside wall was a drainpipe teadUng 
right down to the ground. 

The assassins had obviously plaiir 
ned the murder for quite some time. 
On the day of the assassination the 
room was vacant In fact the room 
is generally reserved for important 
guests of the Nirankari MandaL The 
assassins are believed to have bad 
good connections inside the mandal 
to have acquired the room in the 
first place. There were at least two 
assasdns. One fired from ijuide the 
room through the bole in the window 
pane. The other, standing on the 
balcony in front of the room, had 
lobbed a grenade into the compound 
after the shots were fired. The gre¬ 
nade, however, did not burst. Another 
grenade which the assassins must 
have dropped when they escaped, 
was found near the staircase in the 
Bhavan. The two assassins took diffe¬ 
rent routes for their escape. While 
the man who fired the shots is belie¬ 
ved ^0 have escaped through the 
bathroom vdndow, the grenade-thro¬ 
wer had run down the staircase. 


Both, however, led in a waiting vehf-' 
de udiidi pnwabty had a few more 
aocomplieea. The murder weapon was 
a .30 semi-automatic rifle firing a 
magazine of six bullets. The grenades 
were sUndard army H-36 types but 
were solbe years old. This must have 
Impaired their working condition. 

The police found a number of in¬ 
teresting objects in the room: a 
sword, a screw-driver, a pair of pliers, 
a shirt and a wooden box in the shape 
of a log. Investigations revealed that 
the screwdriver and pliers were giv¬ 
en to Ranjit Singh, a carpenter vdio 
had joined the Nirankari Bhavan 
about two months back. Ranjit Singh 
had. however, left the Bhavan two 
weeks before the assassination. The 
shirt had a tag-mark of an Ambala 
tailor. Police parties sent to Ambala 
found that the tailor shop vfas fre¬ 
quented by Ranjit Singh’s friend and 
would-be brother-in-law Harinder Pal 
Singh. While, Ranjit Singh was found 
missing from his home across the 
Jamuna, one of his friends, Harjin- 
der Singh, an electrician, was detain¬ 
ed by the police and later confessed 
that Ranjit Singh had talked about 
a murder plot against the Nirankari 


Mrs Gandhi comforts the sorroiostrieken Mataji 










lat fc Th « t urn wu tlrf* 

Silgh wko owiMi a 
wanihap ia CaoMi^ Fboe. DaU. 
Tiaaitlnttoni aba jaaaabd that laa* 
Jit UaA had aaalM for a passaart 
abottf^ wmdia hade. His appHea- 
tioa bd. h o waasr , haen rejaded 
aWmatfi it m» bgr a Mender 
of Parliament AcoordinK' to CBI and 
DebJ Police sources, tiie whole cons- 
pirai^ involved at Incst a dozen per¬ 
sons of which Ranjit Singh was one 
of the main consirirators. According 
to these sources, since Ranjit Singh 
was working as a carpenter it was 
easy for him to cany out a recoS' 
naissance of the Nirankari Bhavan 
complex. It was Ranjit Singh who b 
believed to have carried the auto¬ 
matic rifle hidden in the wooden 
log-shaped box inside the resthouse. 

As for the motive behind the kili- 
Ing, the police are yet to establish at 
least a clear reason at the time of 
writing. Although the capital is thick 
with rumours of political connections, 
the facts of the case and the conse¬ 
quences of the Baba’s brutal murder 
do not potot to any recognised pol ■ 
tical Party having a hand in the 
assassination. 

It is true that the Akali Dal or an 
extreme militant section of it has 
always been bitterly critical and 
openly abusive of the Nirankari move¬ 
ment led by the Baba. The riots in 
Delhi, two years ago, bv marauding 
bands of Akali youths against the 
Nirankari convention being held in 
the capital at that time was an indi¬ 
cation of the contempt with which 
Akali Sikhs held the Baba and the 
Nirankaris. But politically, it would 
be extremely foolish for the Akalis 
to engineer such an assassination 
since such an action would immedia¬ 
tely rob them of valuable support in 
the coming Punjab Assembly elec¬ 
tions. 

The Congress (I) will not gain 
from the Baba’s murder. Many .Niran- 
karis today are extremely disillusion¬ 
ed with the Congress (I) for failing 
to protect their leader in spite of re¬ 
peated requests to the Govenusent 
for his security. In fact, in a letter to 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, the All India 
Nirankari Working Committee chair¬ 
man. Govind Singh, said; "Nirankaris 
had great hopes in the Congress, a 
Party wedded to secularism and hav¬ 
ing in its fold people belonging to 
all communities. Having suffered 
atrocities at the hands of Akali Sikhs 
for a long time, they had hoped for 
a peaceful life during the Oingress 
regime. It is unfortunate that the 
Congress Sikhs, who edaim to be 
nationalist and ^secubr la outloolc, 
have proved worse than AkaU SQchs. 
We continue to suffer at the hands of 
the Congress Sikhs as much as we 
suffered at the hands of the Akali 
SUhs”. The Nirankaris are particu- 
torly infuriated at the involvement 
of a prominent Congress (I) leader. 
Sndia Singh, in the attack on the 
Baba Just a month before his assassi¬ 
nation. Although angry letters were 
written abont the involvement of Su- 
Aa Singh in the incident, and he had 
claimed that he had the backing of 



Baba Gurbaehan Shioh 


a Central Minister, nothing was done 
by the Congress High Command. The 
Nirankaris have traditionally kept an 
open mind about politics. In 1977. 
they had voted for the ^alis and 
the Janata Party. 

After the Nirankaris suffered indig¬ 
nity at the hands of the Akali Sikhs, 
they switched their loyalties to the 
Congress (I) in the 1980 mid-term 



polls and voted en masse for Mrs 
Gandhi. The Baba’s assassination 
could well turn the tide against the 
Congress (I) since the Nirankaris 
have not been spared even under 
Mrs Gandhi. 

While it Is extremely unlikely that 
either the AkaUs or the Congress (I) 
had any direct hand in the killing of 
Baba Gurbaehan Singh, both have to 
take partial blame for the brutal 
murder. The Akalis have done little 
to work out an amicable compromise 
with the Nirankaris and have acti¬ 
vely fanned the flames of hatred 
against the Baba. In fact, the Dal has 
encouraged Sikh extremists h'ke Sant 
JarPail Singh Bindrawala. The Sant 
has made several inflammatory state¬ 
ments in the past including one 
which threatened to “cut off the 
head of the Baba and hang it on the 
gates of the Gurdwara’’. 

'The Congress (I) leaders on the 
other hand were strangely apathetic 
to the Nirankaris’ demand for tighter 
Kcurity for their leader. In March 
and April alone, at least a dozen le¬ 
tters were written by various office¬ 
bearers of the Nirankari Mandal. in¬ 
cluding one to the Prime Minister by 
the Baba himself, pleading with the 
government to provide adequate se¬ 
curity. But nothing was done. Even 
the fact that five attempts were made 
on the Baba’s life, and that an atmos¬ 
phere of hate and viciousness to¬ 
wards the sect was built up by vari¬ 
ous extremist Sikh organisations, was 
completely ignored by the govern¬ 
ment. More than anything else, the 
Baba wa$ a victim of this apathy. ■ 
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Yes, WE'RE NOT FAR 
FROM HOME NOW, 
ASTER IA/ 
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60 ANO TELL INSPECTOR GEISRAL 
OVERANXIUS WE'RE BACK FROM 
OUR TOUR OF SAUL, ANO WE 
INVITE HIM TO A BANOUET 
TO PROVE WE'VE WON OUR 
BET. IT'S IN THB BAO > 





AT last:.. 



JUST A 
LITTLE SOWS OF 
WELCOME . 
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HL paie green seagulls 
un his white bu:>h-sturt 
looked triumphant Wing- 
tip to wingtip. But 
the owner was a picture 
of defeat and desolate fear as he 
walked limply, almost being held 
upright by the Delhi PoLce who had 
escorted him to Baroda. Ram Lai- 
wani, an obscure, angry 35-year- old 
mechanic, had reached the end of 
long tunnel of frustration in his 
struggle against injustice. His 
daringly irrational act of attempting 
to harm Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi with a spring knife has 
made him the centre of a storm 
in which political scores are sought 
to be settled. Whether Lalwani acted 
on his own to earn notoriety, which 
is also an inverted form of fame, or 
whether he was the instrument of 
conspirators to do away with the 
Prime Minister is a matter under 
investigation. But Ram Lalwani's 
is a case whidi is mnltiplied mil- 
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The man 
Ram Bulchand 
Lalwani 

OLGA TELLIS went to Baroda to find out who he is 



Lulmmi’t father 



















Uon dmes over ia ■ counby where 
money plays an increassngly impoT' 
tant role over merit There are mil¬ 
lions of Lalwanis in offices, factories, 
in housing societies, in all sectors ti 
life where injustice is perpetrated by 
an individual or coterie that has 
access to the levers of power. 

Ram Lalwani was the youngest of 
five diildren, two boys and three 
girls. His mother, Sitabai, died 
more than IS years ago after spend¬ 
ing around 12 years in a lunatic 
asyium. She suffered from mental 
depression and Isolation from her 
husband who was more of a recluse. 
There was no communication between 
them. Buldiand Lalwani, Ram’s 

father, has an old-world nobilitv 
about him. He has been observing 
mavn (silence) for nearly 17 

years and communicates in writing 
whenever he has to. In fact when 
he was told that Ram was stabbed 
In a hospital and that he should 
and visit him, he merely took out 
a piece of paper and noted down 
the ward number and the name of 
the Delhi hospital. He didn’t really 
go and see him. Bulchand is an 
author of a book in English entitled 
Ramraj Scheme of Gandhiji In 
this he expounded a theory of a new 
kind of government and in the last 



PuT’oraui, Lalwani’s landlord 


Aapter he predicted that his son 
Ram would usher in this new era 
in Baroda and then throughout 
the country. He has also written a 
two volume book in Hindi entitled 
How to Bring Heaven on Earth. 

Whatever ambitions Bulchand 
may have had for his son, they 
certainly didn’t materialise. When 
Ram was 20 he had a brain operation 
in whidi water was removed from 
his brain. No sooner was he a little 
better in the hospital than he ran 
away creating quite a commotion. Ram 
was a loner, an eccentric According 
to his neighbours he was quarrel¬ 
some. “He would speak to you 
quite nitxly for about 10 minutes but 
after that he would find a reason to 
quarrel”, said his neighbour on the 
^ound floor of Pratap Bungalow. 
"We don't remember anything about 
him as a child because be hardly 
ever mixes with anyone. In fact, he 
was not even friendly towards his 
own brother (who is one of the five 
remanded in the case)”. His brother, 
Kishen, was working as an eng - 
neer in Ahmedabad and was trans¬ 
ferred to Baroda in December. 
He stayed with his wife and two 
children in his father’s house. For 
a few days everything was okay, 
but then after that Ram started de- 

















Meroed uide tad let Um buy it for 
Bs SD,000. The boiUinc hed^ two- 
room tenements and a WR compound. 
After it was sold, this ‘s^f sudden¬ 
ly acquired two partners, one of 
them the present landlord. Mr Lila- 
ram Purswam.These tlu«e peoirie 
then asked all the tenants to quit 
as they needed the buildinc for their 
own use. Purswani bad put up a 
bread and biscuit bakery in the com¬ 
pound and also a tin factory which 
was later shifted elsewhere. Some 
of the tenants, who could afford it, 
left. One of them was Mr Prata^ 
Ramdiandi. who is today the Deputy 
Mayor of Baroda and aim one of tbe 
accused in the case. Pratap Ram¬ 
diandi moved out more than ten 
years ago and had nothing to do 
with the Lalwanis. However, the 
other tenants like us stayed on as we 
could not afford to go anywhere. 
You know how d fficult it is to find a 
place and how much black money is 
involved. Even though we are all 
earning people, how can we afford 
It ?” 


The four accused; Pratap Ramchandani, the deputy mayor of Baroda (thiril 
from left) 


manding that they leave the house. 
Kishan asked for tjme saying how> 
difficult it was to find a place. So 
one night when everyone was asleep 
Ram sprinkled chilli powder on all of 
them. There was pandemonium in 
which even the neighbours were 
awakened. After that Ki.shan and his 
family left the house and stayed 
with one of his friends, Radhakrishan 
Chandwani. an accused in the case. 

Ram obviously did not fike com¬ 
pany. though the workers of the 
Calico factory in- Jawaharnagar 
where Ram worked said. “He was 
easy to get along with. He was a 
good worker’’. He earned around Rs 
600 a month. The biggest problem 


Lalwani m the custody of the police 


that bothered him to the point of 
driving him crazy was his house. The 
neighbours too were embroiled in the 
same problem and sympathised with 
him on the issue. 

Pratap Bungalow is situated in a 
predominantly Sindhi area -of Vara- 
shiva. Sindhi immigrants from 
Pakistan had settled down there on 
properties given to them by the gov¬ 
ernment. Around 19S6. this property 
was to be auctioned, and as Mohan 
Vaswani, one of the tenants said, “A 
Sindhi gentleman, who is recognised 
as a saint in the conunuoity wished 
to buy it. So even though we all 
wanted to pool in our resources and 
bay the building in the auction, we 
. - - - * , 



Pamphlets brouffht out bv Lalwani 


^ And so the tenants went to court. 

~ This process was one long trail of 

V defeat. They lost in the Small 
Causes Court, then the City Civil 
Court, then the High Court and flnal- 
Iv, in 1978, the Supreme Court gave 
its verdict asking the tenants to 
vacate their premises. The small¬ 
time businessman and landlord, Mr 
Purswani, won throughout In des¬ 
peration, the tenants appealed to the 
President of India last year, Mr 
Sanjiva Reddy. The Presideitt for¬ 
warded their case to tlK Government 
of Gujarat which made enquiries and 
found that it could do nothing re¬ 
garding the natter. This was Uie' 
last straw for the tenants and Lal- 
wanL Ram Labvani was bitter. Ou 
of his monthly income of Rs 600, 
about Rs 300 had gcme stralidit to 
the lawyer. There ,-was a common 
lawyer and, over die years, each 
fandly must have spent a total of Rs 
15,000. 

As was his habit, Lalwani brootfit 
out pamphlets. When they lost the 
case in the Small Causes Court, he 
brou^t out a pamphlet against the 






judse of the Small Cauaes Conrt 
His pamphlets were scurrilous by 
bourgeois standards. When the Pre- 
skteat forwarded the case to the 
Gujarat Goveroment, Lalwani brought 
out a pamphlet alleging that'the Gov¬ 
ernment is in the pockets of money¬ 
bags, implying that the poor and help¬ 
less had no chance against money 
power. In the pamphlets, cyclosty- 
led in Gujarati, lalwani alleged that 
his landlord had “threatened that i 
I don’t vacate I shall meet the fate 
of those who were crushed under 
Sanjay Gandhi’s bulldozer. The land¬ 
lord had purchased Pratap Bungalow 
sixteen years ago in a government 
auction. As he was a staunch Con¬ 
gressman and close to the former 
mayor and minister, be made millions 
of rupees in the blackmarketing of 
sugar and maida^ and created a fac¬ 
tory in Pratap Bungalow itself. He 
bought scooters, buildings and cars 
with black money and does not pay 
income tax. Because he is close to 
ministers, bis books are not checked. 
He pays lakhs of rupees to the Con¬ 
gress in elections.e.ght rooms of 

Pratap Bungalow are vacant. He 
neither gives them to anyone nor 
does he stay there”. 


Knii'iax Por-^ar 




Lalwani being wheeled In his room near the laboraton/ cm the first floor 
of the SSG Hospital, the morning after he was slabbed by Parmar 


Lalwani felt that because his land¬ 
lord was a Congressman, be was 
doing all this against the tenants in 
order to give rooms to those Con¬ 
gressmen whom be wanted to please. 
He wrote against the Janata Party 
for not giving a new deal to the peo¬ 
ple and said, “if the Janata Part\ 
does not do anything it is like the 
Congress Party”. He even made 
scurrilous ailegatious against the then 
Prime Minister. Morarji Desai. who. 
be said, enjoyed the patronage of the 
landlord. 

In a pamphlet published in 1979, 
Lalwani wrote: “The government 
helps foreigners like Bangladesh 
refugees but does not take care of 
Indians who are being subjected to 
atrocities and tyranny. The Supreme 
Court notice is over. Any day now 
my luggage will be thrown out But 
I am not quitting Pratap Bungalow 
which belongs to the Union Govern¬ 
ment Tbe government must with¬ 
draw the Supreme Court order other¬ 
wise I will think I am not ti’eated as 
an Indian hut as an outsider. Kings 
used to enquire into sudi things. 
These elected ministers do nothing 
except getting their photographs 
published in the papers”. 

In one of his last pamphlets he 
ertes out: “Why did Gandhi-Nehni 
liberate this country ? Did they not 
think that the poor in this country 
need Rot$-Kapda-Makan ? 20-year-old 
tenants need a house. U tbe Janata 

g oveminent cannot keep people 
appy It most quit”. 

Lila r ain Purswani, the Gandhi- 
capped onflappabk landlord who has 


an office room in Pratap Bungalow in 
addition to five other rooms, said, “I 
have never met Ram Lalwani face 
to face. I have of course received 
his pamphlets against me. But justice 
Is justice and the Supreme Court 
said in 1978 that they should be 
evicted. Why can’t the.y go ? Others 
have gone. They pay Rs eight as 
rent". 

Ram Lalwani’s anguished cry for 
justice was a cry in the wilderness. 
It_ was a cry that one hears from 
millions of people one meets in ever- 
day life—people complaining against 
landlords, against bossism, against 
unfair treatment, harassment. Some 
end their lives, some go crazy, all 
driven by a common social and eco¬ 
nomic injustice, brought about by 
the immense power wielded by money 
and top political connections. Such 
a person could be driven to irrational 
action. Such a person could also be 
used by others, which, in any case, 
would have been a dicey proposition. 
Ram was last seen by his ne ghbours 
on April 12. "He was standing on 
his balcony, staring into space”, said 
one of the neighbours. “He must 
have been standing there for hours”. 
He obviously took the Sunday morn¬ 
ing train to Delhi to rise to soarin 
heights of notoriety on Monday, April 
14. Perhaps he thought that .if h 
had a potshot at Mrs Gandhi, the 
tallest of the land, he would be able 
to focus on the injustice be was fight¬ 
ing. Perhaps, in the playground of 
his fevered, anguished mind, this was 
the only way to meet the buOdoier 
of money power. ■ 

29 






fifteen frefli.fraify. 
orange drinki fo every 
boffleof Hiiian iquaih 


Only the season's choicest crop of 
plump )uice filled oranges with 
all their natural vitamins goes into 
Kissan Orange Squash. To give you 
fifteen deliciously refreshing 
drinks to the bottle. 

Kissan squash is automatically 
processed and blended to make 
a balanced concentrate which 
requires no further sweetening 
and dissolves in seconds in 
soda or water. 

Kissan squashes and crushes are 
now available in bigger bottles 
which give you 20 ml. more at 
the very same price. 

THE KISSAN RANGE 

Squashes: Lemon. Orenge. 

Mango. Lime Juice Cordial 
Lemon Barley Water. 

Crushes: Crape, Pineapple, Orange. 



Kissan Products Limited 

Post Box No, 1676 

Old Madras Road, Bartgalora-560 016 
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Never has so much copy 
been written about such a 
‘small’ wonder — Louise 
Joy Brown, the world’s 
first test tube baby who 
cried for the first time on 
July 25, 1978. In fact, 
other than feature, writ¬ 
ers, Louise's creators. Doc¬ 
tors Edwards and Steptoe,- 
promptly got down to the 
task of writing about 
their scientific break¬ 
through in a book, A 
Matter of Life. Louise, in¬ 
cidentally, is now 21 
months old and is grow¬ 
ing up into a heailthy 
child. Dr Steptoe descriS 
ed her after birth as 
"beautiful too, reaMy 
lovely”. And she is living 
up to the description. In a 
moving sentence Dr Step- 
toe spoke about the time 
when he handed little 
Louise over to her moth¬ 
er: "I doubt if I shall ever 
share such a moment 
again”. But whether or 
not that moment or the 
scientific breakthrough 


Strange 

car^acters 

Small cars will surely 
heUp in the transportation 
of the future. But they 
will create problems in 
the future emplo.vment 
market. Why then 
are car firms all over the 
world beginning to use 
robot controlled plants ? 
Because, it enables the 
production of several 
models • simuStaneouslv- 
Also, if robots are used 
70 per cent fewer workers 
will be needed. Robots can 
be ordered around without 
the fears of the labour 
unions breathing down 
the necks of the 
management. Moreover, 
robots are less susceptible 
to dangers of welding 
Already in Longbridge, 
Birmingham robots have 
been welcomed in and 
they have been working 
miracles. Imagine a car 
hody being welded 
every 42 seconds. 

Ford in the USA has 
yet to install robots,' on 
the other hand in the 
Nissan company in Japan 
45 variations are being 
turned out on two models. 
Whoever said 1984 is far 
awav It is no longer on 
the doorsteps... 


Oh baby! 




Patrick Steptoe and Robert Edwards 


was really worth sharing 
with the pej}ple pf the 
world was investigated b\ 
an American magazine in a 
recent opinion pofll. Most 
readers of the magazine 
thought that the scientific 
achievement was “repul¬ 


sive” and others thought 
it as “experimental” 
Some even said it was a 
“miracle” The only solu¬ 
tion they could think of 
was adopting a child and 
not goin£ into having a 
test tube kid. 


Case for 
the Oscar 

So Kramer vs Kramer 
was a wedl-fougbt out 
case. Naturally, for Dustin 
Hoffman cornered the 
best actor award for the 
film. For many distraught 
Americans, especially 
the divorced and the 
separated, the hero 
of Kramer is indeed 
a hot favourite. It reveals, 
perhaps, that the birds of 
the same feather are 
wont to fly together. The 
film has also won five 
major prizes in the 52nd 
Academy Awards func¬ 
tion. Apparently, the 42- 
vear-old Dustin Hoffman 
chooses his films with dis¬ 
cretion; he is believed to 
choose one film assign¬ 
ment a vear. 


Dustin Hoffman 


Violently in love 


Love finds a -wav. In¬ 
deed ! But so does mar¬ 
riage, or so it seems. 
Recently, in Bogota, 
Codumbia, 17 foreign 
dip.omats held hostage at 
the Dominican Republic 
embassy, since Fcbrugiy 
17, wKnessed the marriage 
of a terrorist leader, 
while waiting for their 
release. The bride, another 
terrorist, in charge of 
the negotiations with the 


Columbian Government, it 
seems makes very success¬ 
ful marriage negotiations 
too. The marriage occur¬ 
red on April 19 and the 
nuptial rites were perform¬ 
ed by the Papal Nuncio 
who was one of the cap¬ 
tives. On April 27, the 
newly-weds left for 
Havana, (presumably for 
their honeymoon). 'Ibev 
have company though ; 
all 17 hostages! 



Box of money 


‘Lan v, are you there ? 2 
Come November and I’m S 
gonna light you’, said the | 
loudmouthed ambassador z 
extraordinary, Muhammad E 
Ali. In a recent Press « 
confeijence the three times 
world heavyweight box¬ 
ing champ announced 
about his bout with the 
World Boxing Associa¬ 
tion’s heavyweight cham¬ 
pion, Larry HoBmes. in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Whether he wins or loses. 
Muhammad Ali will sure¬ 
ly make a lot of money— 
the title bout is a history 
making $10 million one. 
And we will wait and sec 
whether November 7 is 
going to be a lucky day 



Muhammad AU during his visU 
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Mission im possible 

Carter failed again 



iifSLAM is victorious" shouted 

I iubilant Iranians who came out 
on the streets to cel^rate the failure 
of the American raid on Iran to res¬ 
cue th<! hostajjes. In a sense they 
were right. Clearly God saved them. 
Even before the Iranian defence 
forces knew what had happened, the 
American raiders had come in,_ failed 
and gone back. It was a classic case 
of bungling by the USA and the fal¬ 
lout was severe ; Cyrus Vance resig 
ned. the USA’s allies were dismayed, 
and the American image continued to 
its downhill journey. Even Israel 
was laughing. It was a gamble of 
course ; Carter clearly meant to break 
the impasse over the hostages witi- 
an Entebbe style rescue which would 
be applauded all over the world, and 
coincidentally ensure his return to 
the White House in November. The 
.surprise was not that the gamble 
failed, but that American inefficiency 
was the cause of the failure. The 
Iranians simply never came into the 
picture at all during the whole opera¬ 
tion. 

Operation ‘Blue Light’ went into 
action on April 25, Within hours it 
ended in a‘‘couragcous’’ but complete 
disaster in which eight Americans 
died, six helicopters were abandoned 
and a giant Hercules transport plane 
was completely destroyed in a fire in 
the Iranian desert. The total task 
force involved 90 Americans, most of 
whom had volunteered from the arm¬ 
ed forces. The planning for it had 
begun soon after the American diplo¬ 


mats had been imprisoned in Tehe¬ 
ran on November 4. 1979. 

TTie operation involved Farsi-speak¬ 
ing camouflaged US troops landing 
in the remote Dasht-i-Karim desert 
area by helicopter about 300 ra'Ies 
south-east of Teheran. The heli¬ 
copters were to be refuelled at this 
point by bigger American cargo 
planes. Bearing commandos, they 
would then move to the second stage, 
nearer the outskirts of Teheran where, 
the rescue troops would await dark¬ 
ness to carry out their mission. 
Using pre-posilioncd vehicles they 
were to dash into Teheran armed 
with incapacitating gases to storm 
the US embassy, free the hostages 
and await rescue by helicopters. “The 
hostages would be flown to another 
place from where they would b“ 
taken away to home and safety b 
long range helicopters. This was tb 
plan. But as President Carter told 
the American people some hours 
after the failure of the mission: I 
knew the operation was certain to be 
difficult and it was certain to be dan¬ 
gerous’’. In reality it was beset by 
failures. Out of the eight helicopters 
for the rescue mission which were 
meant to fly 500 mMes from the US 
aircraft carrier Nimitz stationed then 
in the Gulf of Oman, one ran into a 
sandstorm and was forced to turn 
back: another ran short of fuel, and 
a third had mechanical trouble. A 
minimum of six helicopters were re- 
quirtd for the mission, but with th^ 
getting incapacitated, the miss’on 
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«ms tenafauted on the orders of ^ 
US President. Meanwhile another 
helicopter flew into one of the large 
refuelling planes in the night’s dark¬ 
ness. This caused both the aircrafts 
to bum In whidi eight US comman¬ 
dos were killed and four others were 
•everely injured. 

The raid, predictably, caused an 
uproar, more so because it was a fai¬ 
lure. US senators like the chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee. Frank Church, said, “I don’t 
understand the timing of such a mili¬ 
tary operation, because our allies 
were badting up our economic sanc¬ 
tions presumably on the assumption 
that these would foreclose military 
action’’. Senator John Warner of 
Virginia called for a hearing by the 
Armed Services Committee: "Now 
we've (the Americans) played our 
military card and, in my judgment, 
there should be no further use of 
military operations until such time 
as the Congress is consulted”. 

The initial Israeli reaction to the. 
raid was cheeky; they put out a 
statemeut saying that the American 
planes had left from Egyptian air 
bases, and not Israeli ones, thus wash¬ 
ing their hands off any involvement 
and simultaneously implying that thev 
would not have bungled things up 
so. Ze’ev Schiff. the dean of the 
Israeli military correspondents was 
more charitable, if euqally patronis¬ 
ing. He said; "The same people 
who managed to put a man on the 
moon failed in simple technical mat¬ 
ters. Clearly this was more than just 
bad luck”. 

The reaction in Egypt was more 
nervous. Anwar Sadat predictably 
praised the attempt as a humane 
gesture. The government was how¬ 
ever coy about the extent of Egyptian 
involvement in the raid. Egypt is 
believed to have helped in the refuel¬ 
ling operations. Reporters question¬ 
ing people on the streets found them 
less enthusiastic than their President. 
Typical reactions were. "Are they 
going to push us into a war over the 
Shah ?” “Why didn’t Carter keep 
the Shah in his own country or send 
him back to Iran ?” And Sadat’s 
problems with militant Egyptian 
Muslims can only grow after this. 

The American people were oot 
ready to condemn Carter for the raid. 
A quick Gallup poll after the failure 
showed that 71 per oent felt that 
Carter was right in trying to rescue 
the hostages with an armed raid. 
And 43 per cent felt that the mis¬ 
sion’s failure would make no differ¬ 
ence to the time it would take to 
secure the release of the hostages. 
The 43 per cent could be very right. 

The consequences of the abortive 
rescue bid could be far readiing. In 
USA, Secretary of State, ^rus 
Vance, resigned in protest over the 
President’s decision of resorting to 
armed force. In fact, Mr Vance, sub¬ 
mitted his resignation when he came 
to know of the rescue attempt Most 



of tbe USA'« Bwropeu aUfes mn 
mrpriaed e««r Ok uaMd attempt 
- ftnne the Carter a4niiaistratloa had 
^ promised to stay away from military 
action till tbe effectiveness of the 
EEC dipomatlc and economic sanc¬ 
tions against Iran could be tested. 
According to most of the European 
Governments the American adnilnu- 
tration is believed to have shovm a 
total lack of comprehension of the 
**wider global issues at stake In 
Iran". 

While there were critidsma direet- 
ed against the American President, 
to the Iranians the fiasco was a great 
help. 

The hostages have been shifted 
to Qom and Tabriz, to make the task 
of another US task force harder. The 
futile rescue bid has strengthened 
the hold of Khomeini. To the com* 
moners, Imam Khomeini hu scored, 
' a major victory over America. Mafiv 
with revolutionary badcgrounds and 
they are among the Iranian intelli- 


jmntsia. are of the opinioa that the 
bostaffes affair has been badly hand* 
led hy tbe all*powerfttl religknis men 
vt Iran. Masnd Itajavi. the influen¬ 
tial leader of the Mojabadren e*Khalq 
in an interview said : "All the Shah's 
bnuets, truncheons and handcuffs, all 
his torturers were American. But if 
we were in charge of the hottages. 
we would use them for a symbolic 
trial of America, not of the hostages 
themselves. The real battle is politi¬ 
cal and economic”. But the Ameri¬ 
can action has ony alienated the 
moderates in Iran even more. So 
it was hardly surprising that the 
slogan shouted by the demonstrators 
was; “If you are not with us. you 
must be against us and with the 
tfeat Satan”, For tbe religious 
leaders of Iran, another ‘giant step 
against American imperialism' had 
been taken, and it came at a time 
when they most needed it most. 

TIRTHANKAR GHOSH 


well as the evening on whidi she 
died. The Mlioe also deny reports 
of the pecnSar triangular relation¬ 
ship between Devendra Singh 
Garctia. Poornima Singh and Balbir 
Singh. According to many sources, 
including members of the ’Punjab 
Congress (1). Poornima Singh was in 
love with Garcha. When Garcha 
had got tired of her, he tried to 
“pass her over” to Balbir Singh. The 
quarrel between Garcha and Poomi* 
ma on tbe night of her death was 
reportedly over an attempt by Gar¬ 
cha to persuade the girl to spend tbs 
night with Balbir Singh. 

Interestingly, Balbir Singh has 
been lying low and has not been 
heard of at all in reports of the case, 
although his involvement in the 
death of Poornima is definitely as 
deep as Garcha’s. Inquiries among 
his friends and colleagues in the 
Punjab Congress (I) revealed that 
Balbir Singh was fond of a quick¬ 
paced life and drinking. He is also 
known to get very aggresive after a 
couple of drinks. The other intrigu¬ 
ing aspect of the case for which tlu- 
police has no answers, is the fact 
that circumstantial evidence is moun¬ 
ted heavily against the police thcoiv 
that Poornima Singh jumped to her 
death froip tbe eighth floor. 

A private investigator who claims 
be has proof that Poornima Siagn 
was first taken by Garcha and ilaibii' 
Singh on tbe night of her death to a 
fiat on the fourth floor in the Curzoii 
Road apartments, is repOrtediv 
blackmailing Garcha with this infor¬ 
mation. Garcha has denied all these 
reports point-blank and is trying to 
blustei Through the scandal. He is 
yet to answer the show cause notice 
issued to him by the Congress (I) 
and his statement that lie ha<t.rcsign- 
ed from the Lok Sabha was found to 
be false since the Lok Sabha .secreta¬ 
riat has nut received any such 
intimation so far. 

As if this were not enough, hardly 
two weeks after the death of Poorni¬ 
ma Singh, Garcha was involved in 
yet another controversial incident 
again with a woman and incredibly 
at the same Curzon Road apart¬ 
ments. According to the chotu/UeUtn 
at the apartments and e.vewitneases, 
around 11 pm on April 14, a Fiat 
that drove in from the direction of 
India gate swung suddenly to the 
right and an Ambassador coming 
from behind rammed into it. The 
occupants of tbe car were a Sikh and 
a middleaged woman. The Sikh got 
out of the car, put a band to his 
forehead, and cried : “Oh god, help 
me.” The woman who was evidently 
hurt, and was bundled across the 
car seat, moaned “Darling, darling." 
On dioser inspection, the chowkidan 
and residents of the apartments who 
had crowded around tbe aeddent 
spot recognised the Sikh as none 
other than Devendra Singh Garcha. 
There was an immediate furore. The 
men in the crowd looked at him 
belligently vriiile the women beat 
a hasty retreat A woman resident 
of tbe apartments Mer recalled, “as 
soon as T saw who the man was. I 
immediately took roy .young daughter 
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More about the 
mystery 


Poornima was not the end 


U^AS Poornima Singh, 27-.vear-old 
VV wife of a Punjab police officer 
^ who fell mysteriously to her death 
' (see SUNDAY, April 13) from the 
Curzon Road apartments in the capi¬ 
tal at midnight a few weeks bark, 
raped before she died? 

Although the Delhi Police have 
tried their best to hush up details of 
the case and produced an autops\ 
report which declares that ‘'nuthing 
abnormal” was found in the rcst.s on 
Poornima Singh's clothes and in her 
viscera, there is more than meets the 
eye in the case. 

According to a source in the Cen¬ 
tral Forensic Science Laboratory 
which did the autopsy report, the 
clothes of Poornima Singh were 
heavily stained with semen. There 
were also scracthes and abrasions on 
her underbelly and thighs which 
^ suggest that she wa.s sexually assaul- 
f ted. Bruises on her face and other 
parts of her body also indicate that 
she put up a fierce scuffle before be¬ 
ing molested. All these were brought 
to the notice of the police by th 
laboratory staff although, funni 
these were not mentioned in tbe 
autopsy report. 

There is further incriminating evi¬ 
dence given by tbe Curzon Road 
apartments chotektdar who found thi 
body of Poornima Singh. According 
to the chowKtmr, Lakhan Smgh 
Poornhna’s salwar pajamas were un¬ 
done and pulled down to her knees 
when her body was found. He said 
that her kameez was also torn badlv 
and there were bruises on her 
brea^. “I pulled up the salwar so 
ficr body is not exposed to the 
'< public”, said lidihan Singh. 

, Tbe fact that Poornima's salwar 


pajama was undone, was mentioned 
in the report of the Yashpal Kapoor- 
cuntroliea National Herald- Hit 
report, which gave the most details 
of the incident and implied that 
Poornima's death may not be a sim¬ 
ple case of suidde. was filed by a 
lady reporter but her intunnutiun 
was gleaned from a stmior manager 
of the paper who lived in the Gurzon 
Hoad apartments. The manager who 
for rcason.s best known to linii.sell. 
decided to play up the .story .ind 
even rang up the Hfralti photogra¬ 
pher just after the incident took 
place after midnight to come to the 
spot and take photographs. It wa.s 
too late for this, however, sin.'c the 
paper had already gone to press. 

The next day, the manager contac- 
ed the new lady reporter on the job 
and gave her details of the story. The 
story was prominently dispia.vcd on 
the front page of the Herald the 
next day. When the Herald story 
came to the notice of Indira Con¬ 
gress high-ups there was a turorc. 
and Yashpal Kapoor was pulled up 
fur publicising a story which was 
patently embarrassing fqc the Con¬ 
gress (i). The Herald played down 
the story after the first day’s report. 
Interestingly, the lady reporter was 
sacked by the management a few 
days later. The manager, who is ex¬ 
tremely powerful in the organisation, 
was, however, retained. 

Tbe police, meanwhile have black¬ 
ed out all pews of the Poornima case 
and now claim that it was nothing 
more than an ordinary suicide. I'o 
prove this, tbe autopsy report goes 
to the extent of even denying that 
there was liquor found in her viscera. 
This in spite of the fact that accord¬ 
ing to all reports including an inter¬ 
view given by Garcha to a 
newsmagazine, Poornima was drink¬ 
ing heavily throughout the day as 
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by the hand and (led to my room 
wbkh I lodteA'* 

Gardia was keen on dnvinit off but 
the chowkidars would not let him gc 
In the car. He was forced to leave 
Us car behind and take the woman 
to ho^ital 'in a taxL The woman 
was later ident^d as a 40-year-old 
Do^arshan producer. Bhakti Pra- 
bha, who was a resident of the 
Curson Road apartments. Interest¬ 
ingly. Prabha was the producer who 
showed a documentary on Mrs 
Gandhi during the Janata rule over 
which the slogan "Indira Gandhi ki 
iai” was audible. She was transfer^ 
red to Jullundur hy the Doordarshan 
management for this lapse. After* 


Mrs Gaudhi came back to pow^, gbe 
was transferred back, reportedly, at 
the instance of Garcba. 

According to Gardia, he was 
escorting Prabha bade to ber apart¬ 
ments after taking ber out in the 
evening. They had spent a couple 
of hours in a ro<nn at Western Court 
and then gone to' India Gate for ice¬ 
cream. Garcba put tne blame for 
the accident on the driver of the 
Ambassador car who abandoned his 
vehicle and fled. The police later 
arrested and identified him as Satya 
Prakash, a 32-year-old Connaught 
Place mechanic. He was remanded 
by the Magistrate to judidal custody 
for 14 days. This despite eyewit¬ 


ness accounts that it was Gardia's 
faplt since he bad suddenly lurched 
to the right without giving * any 
signal Secondly, a bottle of whisky 
and one of gin, as well as a couple 
of glasses were found inside Garcha’s 
Fiat No breathalyser test was 
done on him. Instead, the poor 
Ambassador driver, who obviously 
did not have either the contacts or 
the money to defend himself has 
been remanded to 14 days* judicial' 
custody on charges of rash and neg¬ 
ligent driving — a penalty which is 
quite unprecedented in such accident 
cases. 

AJOY BOS£, New Delhi 


Revolt against Mrs. Gandhi 


Again, Mr Bahuguna starts things 

caies for me? Not even 


reporters took note of me." 
After three and a half months of 
trying to become important with¬ 
in the Congress (I), Mr H. N. 
Bahuguna, who considers himself 
one of the ar^itects of the Con- 
igress (I) victory in January, 
finally accepted that he was a no¬ 
body in the Party he joined just 
previous to the parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. On May 2, Mr Bahuguna 
finally realised that Mrs Gandhi 
and Mr Sanjay Gandhi certainly 
did not care for him. May 2 was 
the last day for filing of nomina¬ 
tions for the Assembly polls, and 
when the results of the closed- 
door dedsion-making became 
known. Mr Bahuguna found that 
his follomrs had been ignored. 
Most of the tickets had gone to 
Sanjay Gandhi's faitbfnl; the "new 
Image Congress (I)” had no place 
for men like Mr Bahuguna. And 
so on May 2, Mr Bahuguna resig¬ 
ned from bis terribly important¬ 
sounding Party posts: secretary- 
general of the Congress (I) and 
member of its parliamentary 
board. 

Mr Bahuguna had been given 
theae posts in return for joining 
the Party on the eve of the last 
elections. In the first flush of vic¬ 
tory in January Mr Bahuguna 
thought that not merely would he 
be an important adviser on Party 
matters, but that he would also be' 
rewarded with an important mini¬ 
stry—one at least as important as 
the finance portfolio be held un¬ 
iter Charan Singh. Soon. Mr Babn- 
guna discovered that not merely 
was he not getting anywhere in 
ministry stakes, but also that 
his Party posiions were decora¬ 
tive. He had all the trappings: the 
letterliead, the offloe in the AIGC 
building in Delhi But no power. 
Whidi was particularly emlmirass- 
ing when he had to face bis sup¬ 
porters, who thought that now 
that they had brought Mrs Gandhi 


to power, they too should get a 
few of the crumbs of office. 

But Mr Bahuguna attended only 
one meeting of the Congress par¬ 
liamentary board during all the 
these days. And when the time 
came for the selection of candi¬ 
dates for the Assembly etections, 
Mr Bahuguna found that nobody 
was interested in consulting him. 
Rowsver, like a true oldtimer, Mr 
Bahuguna did not comptetelv 
waste bis time during ibis days out 
in the cold. He kept sending tet¬ 
ters to Mrs Gandhi—tetters on is¬ 
sues. White his file of the corres¬ 
pondence be sent kept building 
up. there was no response froita 
Mrs Gandhi’s side. 

Then Mr Bahuguna, on his perio¬ 
dic tours through Uttar Pradesh 
and elsewhere, kept making spee- 
dips against the personal)^ cult, 
and promoting the Mahatma Gan- 
dhi-Nehru line (as against the 
latest official requirement—^to pro¬ 
mote the Indira Gan:Ihi-SanJay 
Gandhi line). In the meanudiile. 
one of his followers, a member of 
the Rajya Sabha, wrote a stiff 
tetter to Mrs Gandhi herself say¬ 
ing that the old CFD people who 
had joined her could not be igno¬ 
red so arbitrarily. And a well- 
known great friend of Mr Bahu- 
guna’s, the Sbahi Imam, suddenly 
started shouting against Sanjay 
Gandhi that his friend Narayan 
Thing! were falling into place: it 
was clear that it would be only a 
matter of time before Mr Bahu- 
gnna teft the Congress (I). Then 
Mr Bahuguna suggested to Mrs 
Gandi that hJs fmnd Narayan 
Singh be inducted into the panel 
selecting candidates for the UP 
Assembqr elections. This too was 
not daae. And when the VP P 
became known. Mr Bahuguna 
finally accepted what he shmild 
have realised a long wdiile ago: be 
was mrt wanted in the Congress 
(I). His use WHS over: and now 
he had been diacarded like a dirty 


rag- 

The interesting thing is that Mr 
Bahuguna is not the only senior 
leader from Uttar Pradesh to be 
so ignored. Others, who ''have 
shown far more constancy to Mrs 
Gandhi than Mr Bahuguna has 
done, were treated shnliarty. Ka- 
malapathi Tripathi, the pandit 
from Varanasi resisted ail the 
temptations after the defeat of 
1877 to leave Mrs Gandhi and 
join the non-Mrs Gandhi Congress. 
But he remained loyal through all 
the tarists and turns of Congress 
and national politics. And in re¬ 
turn for snch faith, his son Lok- 

g atbi Tripathi, it is said, bad even 
egun seeing himself as the nex^ 
C!hief Minster of Uttar Pradesh. 
But the same Xamalapathi T^i 
pathi resigned from the panel se¬ 
lecting candidates for UP, in sheer 
disgust His followers were getting 
nowhere. Mrs Ifohsina Kidwai’s 
victory in the Azamgarh parlia¬ 
mentary by-election launched Mrs 
Gandhi on the road back to povrer. 
Narain Dutt Tewari became fa¬ 
mous during the Emergenor for 
bis flattery of Sanjay Gandhi. 
Both Mrs Kidwai and Mr Tewari 
are said to be feeling uncomfor¬ 
table. 

"I do not want to he a burden 
or an unwanted guest,” said Mr 
Bahuguna just after resigning 
from the Partgt posts. How many 
more unwanted guests are there 
in the Congress (I)? 

But Mrs Gandhi has faced re¬ 
volts before, and faced them very 
successfully indeed. The simple 
truth about the Congress (I) Is 
that the (I) Is far more important 
than the Congress. The people 
either yote for Mrs Gandhi or 
they, don’t Even if there is resent- 
menl irithln the Party can it seaOy 
hurt Mrs Gandhi very much? And 
even if ber party’s leaders in UP 
are unhappy, as is being alleged, 
can they make one iota of dlffe- 
renoe to the results of the Assem¬ 
bly polls? 

M.J AKBAR, Delhi 
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NOTES 

B ack in New Delhi after a six- 
week cap; and once aaain 
the story there sounds like an old. 
old tale cone more putrid with 
each tellina. The week beainnini; 
April 22 marked the seven days 
when “tickets” were bsinK distri¬ 
buted by the various parties for 
the nine Assembly elections to be 
held by the end of May, and often 
it seemed as if all the scum of the 
earth had descended on this t.t 
already burdened with more than 
its share of scum. The seekers of 
power came in all shapes, sizes, 
colours, tonjiues. each one buoyed 
by his or her personal fantasy, 
willing to barter anything, parti¬ 
cularly self-respect, in return for 
that nod which would presumably 
guarantee the recipient entry into 
that small world of the powerful. 

The real crowds were in the Con¬ 
gress (I) camp. Everyone seems to 
believe that a Congress (I) nomina¬ 
tion is the passport to permanent 
glory, and its attendant rewards. 
The politicians handing out Con¬ 
gress (1) tickets were under vir¬ 
tual siege from the mobs whose 
lust for membership of th' 
Assembly has taken them far b^ 
yond anything vaguely akin to 
civilised behaviour. And in this 
depressing marketplace, quite ex¬ 
pectedly, frauds are having a 
great time. Crooks claiming con¬ 
nections with either Mrs Gandhi or 
her powerful son are eating, 
drinking and womanising at the 
expense of this vast array of as¬ 
pirants. Some of the asinrants 
seem to have brought along bed¬ 
dable women to help their case 
along. While there is madness in 
the Congress (1) camp, and there 
are a reasonable number of peo¬ 
ple asking for the Lok Dal ticket 
(a glance at the lawn in front of 
Chandra jit Yadav’s modest resd- 
dence is evidence of this), there is 
only silence around the houses of 
the Janata leaders. What a change 
from May 1977! 

O NE Congress leader who was 
trying to inject some’ me¬ 
thod in the madness was Vidya 
Charan Shukla. The day, April 26. 
The time, one in the afternoon. A 
blazing Delhi sun easily piercing 
the tenuous defence of the trees 
and the shamiana proved totally 
ineffective with the massed crowd 
of Madhya Pradeshis who saw 
V. C. Shukla as their conduit to 
the inner sanctum where the ma¬ 
tters of life and death (like the 
nomination for an Assembly seat) 
were being dedded. Eyes hun¬ 
grier than a poor man’s stomach, 
they clutched sheets (bad typinc 
on blue carbon) describing their 
personal virtues and thrust it to¬ 
wards The Leader. The Leader de¬ 


dded that the confusion was too 
confusing. So he asked everyone 
to form a queue. And that was 
how V. C. Shukla (wearing a small 
badge with a printed portrait of 
Mrs Gandhi on his kbadi covered 
chest) met his followers; the aspi¬ 
rations filed past, one bv one... 

F^LHI’S vibrant, energetic. weU- 
informed gossip dreuit Is 
alive with stories of one Cabinet 
Minister, P. C. Sethi There seem 
to be serious doubts about Mr 
Sethi’s sanity; he is said to have 
done the most absurd things dur¬ 
ing his current spell in power. The 
latest story going the reunds is 
that he told the Prime Minister 
that he was fond of whisky dur¬ 
ing the day, and brandy at night. 
The Prime Minister, not at all used 
to hearing such selfappredation 
from her Cabinet Minister, appa¬ 
rently replied that if such was the 
case, Mr Sethi might have to 
choose between his whisky and his 
ministry, and which would he pre¬ 
fer to give up? Mr Sethi seems to 
have replied that if he had to 
choose between whisky and mini¬ 
stership, he would keep his whisky 
and give up his ministership. Well, 
actually, bravo! Heaven knows if 
this story is apocryphal or true, 
but Mr Sethi’s curious activities 
certainly are giving rise to a great 
deal of merriment in the capital. 

A traditional status symbol 
am^ng the Congress leaders 
has been the siae of the shamianas 
outside their huge bungalows; the 
crowds signify not merely the lea¬ 
der’s ability to collect a flock, but 
also indicate his clout with the 
ruling famijy—after all, people are 
only coming to a particular leader 
because he can get something 
done. Nothing depresses a Con¬ 
gress leader more than the ab 
sence of favour-seekers around his 
house. Well, in 1980, another sta¬ 
tus symbol has entered the syn¬ 
drome: the number of ice-cream 
vendors outside a bungalow. After 
all, any leader can hire a sha¬ 
miana and rent a bit of a crowd 
to indicate to the world that he is 
not totally unwanted. But the ice¬ 
cream vendor, needing to sell, will 
only come if there is genuine busi¬ 
ness. Meaning—legitimate seekers 
of power with money in their poc 
kets, and not only chamchas w' 
will eat the leader’s food and live 
in the bungalow. 

O NE Janata leader to a Lok Dal 
leader, when discussing Mr S. 
L. Shakdher’s decisions denying 
both the Janata Party and the Lok 
Dal the symbols they had uSbd in 
the last elections: “I think we 
should apply for thd owl as our 
common symbols. The uOu would 
be the best representative of our 
parties”. Much laughter. 

M. J. AKBAR 
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AN EYE TO INDIA 


A short note on a familiar story 




I NY self-respectiiig Indiad 
I who hopes that India’s 
tige as a naticu has 
1 restored by Mrs 
I Gaoc&i’s return to power, 
might have been interested ^ the 
audience’s responses at two recent 
meetings I have attended. One was 
held by the Royal Institute of Iater> 
national Affairs at Chatham House 
in lAMidon. The other was in Heideb 
berg in West Germany, where the 
Gandhi Peace Foundatiim had conve¬ 
ned a conference on the Indian eleo 
tions. 


The first was attended by diplomats 
—including a silent and imea^ In¬ 
dian from the Indian High Commis^ 
Sion in London—businessmen, mem¬ 
bers ot Parliament, academics and 
Pressmen; the second by academics, 
politicians, and local citizens of the 
small German dty in the Rhine Va¬ 
lley. At both there was a common 
response to the first signs that India 
was returning along the dire and 
destructive path it had travelled 
from 1975 to 1977. 


It was a response of foreboding, 
in a sombre silence. Certainly, if 1 
was in charge of India’s indottrial and 
economic development, 1 would not 
be expecting any rush/ of.jnvestmmit 
fr(Mn the businessmen and multi¬ 
national directors sitting in that Lon¬ 
don audience. And, if 1 was India’s 
Minister for External Affairs, I would 
have been daunted by the evident 
lack of enthusiasm for the prospects 
facing India under the Gandhis, which 
was written so dearly upim the dip¬ 
lomats’ faces. 


At the German meeting, as in Lon- 
dou, the widespread knowledge in 
the West of what happened in liidia 
last time, served to prevmt any cre¬ 
dulity about an India,allegedly now 
restored to political ana economic 
health and well-being. Eyen the ordi¬ 
nary German dtizeng vdio attended 
~and with their own experience of 
uctatorship to guide them—drew in 
t^ir breatfaa aitooiahment at' 
the Uatancy of Mrs Gandhl’a raoant 
propaganda; at the imminence—now 
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Govenuneiiti: and at 
cM businaas of Bedla'i ratum 
poWcel dirkaael. 

exWosloo of appalled laughter 
^.Ich graat^ the newt of Mrs Oa» 
daicnptioa at 
‘ UP tt 


Ur b U 
oa odai 
auMd b 


the ayanti it 
"the wont gtro- 
Boa" 


dhl’i_ 

Narelnpur 

dty sinoa 

WVi tottl__ 

country; tad wbo~'aras^ tUa' 

itt leaden' _ 
totPudn truth briage their 
aetion to iti kaaei. ia the 
for Mu deadhl'i 
jJJ»« pfatoe of the life of 

wu 


peadenbr* would not 
Inditne 

in- 




By DAVID SELBOURNE 


as “ a source of inspiration for the 
political and sodal workers of India’’, 
- it was greeted with the shocked silen¬ 
ce reserved for something beneath 
contempt, and beyond derision. 

These were small events, but im¬ 
portant ones nonetheless. For they 
were a barometer of opinion, and 
opinion not swayed by the populist 
emotions of India; opinion from a 
distance, but a distance whld lends 
perspective to judgment. Moreover, 
these were responses whidi crossed 
a wide political spectrum. Af^ all, 
there were both Russian and Ameri¬ 
can diplomats in the London audien¬ 
ces, and ordinary passers-by in Ae 
German one, and no one at all spoke 
rat in defence of the new reidme, 
during the long periods of discussion 
in public and in priva^; not even the 
representatives of the Indian High 
Commission. For the truUi, which 
wlll.be unwelcome to many, is that 
Mrs Gandhi—despite her electond 
victory—.possesses little political cre¬ 
dit outside India. 


A IND now that the atate 
Governments have been 
dismissed, both the friends 
and foes of India can 

-Jonly sit and watch, as the 

Indian political system moves towards 
another brat of self-destruction. ’This 
time, the feeling here appears to be 
less one of militant alarm for India’s' 
freedoms (such as they are) than a 



bemuMd ostonWiinaat that a country 
as graat on India should be unable 
to ud MBden who are worthy of 
the powexeentnuted to them. 

It N olio aigpiflcant that there are 
fhw who regartTlQidia'i present lituo- 
tlon as likely to be long-iaeUng; while 
It is now plohi to many naot an 
attempt at aubvmiiye blood-letting in 
West Bengal, tor instance, would 
hay* much wider political repercni- 
siou this thno than K hod in the 
terly Sevantle*. Indeed, •• the whole 
of the lubcontlnent sUpe into the 
turmou of superpower rivalry (of 
which the trouble In N. E. India is an 
inetancf), India Nems no more likoly 


to withstand the coming stresses un¬ 
der its present leadership than the 
Pakistan of General Zia. 

In fact, it may be shoclcing news 
to Indian readers that, as far as I 
can observe, there are no longer any 
substantial moral distinctions being 
made ia Europe between the quality 
of rule in Pakistan and India. ’To 
Western perceptkms—which, in this 
matter, are as capable of being right 
as of being wrrag—there is not jnuch 
to choose in prospects for stability, 
respect for democratic norms, hnd 
political integrity between the two 
forms of regime. 

Equally important for those who 
were looking forward, only a few 
heady weeks ago, to a revived eco¬ 
nomy and a boraiing stock exchange 
after the dismissal of the Janata, 
there ore not many—^if any—<who will 
now put money on either Pakistan or 
India Os a stable p<^tical or eooao- 
mic haven for the future. I would 
guess that this is just as true of So¬ 
viet as of Western perceptions about 
where India is now going or going 
again, rather. 

Moreover, thanks to the increased 
knowledge in the West of the real 
nature of Mdia’s political processes, 
the fact that Mrs Gandhi came to 
power with a small minority of India’s 
electorate on her side —less than one 
in four of those entitled to vote vo¬ 
ted for the Ckmgress (I>—is quite 
widely known in the West. The “ma¬ 
ssive majority’’ she is falsely suppo¬ 
sed to have gained in India is thus, 
no longer capable of creating the 
came degree of illusion outside India 
as it, once might have drad; when 
inter^ in India was confined to the 
lakes of Kashmir, and the music of 
Ravi Shankar. 

For India is now also the land of 
the Emergency, of mass detention 
without trial* and of deepening poli¬ 
tical instability. And insofar as Mrs 
Gandhi is perceived as the incarnation 
of India, u is an inremotlon not of 
atrength, but of weakness; not of 
dignto and power, but of frailty and. 
disorder. In one respect, this aware¬ 
ness is one of the true “gBlni of the 
Emergency” between 1975 and 1977; 
in mother, it bodes ill for India. 

It means that in the coming period, 
as India's political system is once 
again rocked to its frandatioos, and 
the rights of its people ar* once 
again eroded "in the national Inte- 
reef, the rest of the world’s vigl- 
lance will increase the parmols of 
India's leadsrs. And this in turn can 
only mean that more scapegoats will 
eventually have to be found for poli¬ 
tical failure. It ia an unwelcome pros¬ 
pect; and two widely different audim- 
cea, thousands of miles from IMia 
in London and Wait Germany, ware 
both clearly aware of it. M 










EXTRAGTS 


-1 WILL never forijet one 

indOent ot that brst visit 
with Sophia Mv wife and 
two iitt,* ciaugnteis and 

_. I were stayinfi ai I’Heiio 

Cabala, a Roman oigiaitic-lookinK. 
but quite w'dctc,-resort complex high 
on a hill above the Vida Ronti and 
the town ot Marino With saun^ 
masseur, boutique, fully equipped 
bungalows, tinv hotci rooms with 
aniique lurnishings and rustic ceil¬ 
ings on wniui to hit your head,, 
narrow moss grown staiicases, nignt 
ly dancing ..nd dai-and nignt swim 
mg on an iininense ten ace overlook 
ing Alban tmiis and liascati vine¬ 
yards (and the Villa Ponti, which 
may be whv Sopnia s husband had 
bought into the inn. to keep out 
vapurazzt), Helio Cabala—the name 
IS a Oicek and Roni<>n co-pioduction 
which could be tiansiaicd as “secret 
cult ot the sun ’—renundesl me some¬ 
how ol a Ciub Medi-Liridiiee bunt for 
Petei Ustinov as the Linpcror Nero 
m yuo Vadis' Be tiiat as it may. 
Hello Cab-la cateied to the family 
trade, and its Lngiisn-Unguage bio- 
chure spelled this out in no uuceitain 
teinis, though perhaps a littie ira 
precision in translation. ‘It it is rest 
and eutcrtamincnt you seek, you will 
hnU them ueie, for this village is 
both a hotel and a “holiday-villaue' 
(without noise, overcrowding and pro 
miscuity).’ two double rooms, with 
Continental breakfasts, in tnose pic- 
devaiuation-ot-tlie-doilar d-ys, had 
cost us a total of just under twenty- 
hve dollars a night, bopnia had made 



reservatioas for us and. tbou^ 
there was no discount for frienda of 
the ooowners, she had eased my 
financial burden and spiced our visit 
by inviting my family to lundi at her 
Villa a couple of times during our 
week at Helio Cabala. 

Friends in Praime, Czedwslovakia, 
where we lived won, had a^ed my 
three ladies—only half jokingly—if 
they were coming along to enaperene 
me. Actually, however, our fotir- 
yearcild had, just that May, under¬ 
gone delicate urologieal surgery by 
the most noted doctor wKh tne omy 
suitable instrument (made in Ameri¬ 
ca) in all of Czedioslovakia. After 
two weeks in the hospital, she was 
recuperating nicely. But meteorologi¬ 
cally as well as politically, Prague 
was such a gloomy place in that post- 
Dubcek Spring of 1969 that when our 
eminent surgeon beard where 1 was 
going, he promptly lu'escribed “a 
week in sunny Itaiy” for all f<mr of 
us—and asked for an auto^apbed 
picture of our hostess. Just in case 
anything went wrbng on the trip and 
we needed medical attention for our 
daughter, her great and devoted 
doctM^, who had been educated in 
the West, dropped a note to a former 
classmate of his. now in Rome, des- 
enbing our child’s case history. 

One noon, whale the four of us 
were down the bill at Sophia’s, a call 
came for roe from Castel Gandolfo. 
the Pope’s nearby, residence. Suitably 
impressed, Helio Cabaia immediately 
referred Sophia’s unbsted number: a 
cardinal sin under most drcumstances. 



SmpMgin 

These extracts are from the book. "Forever, Sophia”—an intimate portrait 
of the famous filmstar, Sophia Loren, by ALAN LEVY. The book is distributed by 

B. L Publications. 
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but nc^ wfa«a you think it’s Paul VI 
calling. Soptua took the call berselt 
and, wKh utter awe, told me: "It’s 
—it’s Castel Gandolfo—for you.” 

"My God! Tiie Pope?" I whispered. 

"No,” she said, puttine her hand 
over the mouthpiece as she passed 
the receiver to me. "But 1 happen 
to know the name. He’s Ibe Pope’s 
persopal physician.” For that was 
what bad become of our sugeon’s 
urological classmate, who was just 
calling to greet us and make sure all 
was well. When I hung up. Sophia 
was still regarding me with her 
ojputb open. 

It’s not every day one gets a call 
from Caste! Gandolto?” 1 hazarded a 
guess. 

"No,” she said ruefully, " and for 
me iroiu^ that doctor, never. But 
there was’ a time when I would have 
given anything for that call.” 

When Sophia had been having 
miscarriages, she had been told at 
one point that this was the one man 
in Italy who could help her. But he 
wouldn’t give her an appointment 
because her trouble with the Vatican 
over her husband’s divorce from his 
hrst wife might have compromised 
the doctor had he taken her as a 
patient. Not in Sophia’s matter-of- 
fact account of this, but in the way 
she reacted to his name (as though 
she wanted-my autograph because I 
was somehow connected to him), did 
I perceive a little of what those 
Irustrating years of cxincubinage and 
childlessness must have.ineanl to 
that tenacious woman. 

Sophia now calls herself a casual 
Catholic ; "Yes, Carlo and I are still 
Catholics, even though I don’t go to 
church, don't go to Mass, don’t take 
communion, don’t confe.ss inyselt. 
But I was raised a Catholic, I believe 
in God, and pray when I need help.” 
She bears, in fact, no hard feelings 
toward the Vatican for the difficul¬ 
ties it put in her way toward boom¬ 
ing Mrs Ponti. "Alter all,” she says. 



“the church has a very good side. 
Many people don’t know anywhere lo 
take'their problems, ^geept to the 
priest. Othewise, they’d dope them¬ 
selves with drinks or drugs or do 
something worse to themselves or 
others. A priest is the only means 
of support in many people’s lives and 
I’m all for this.” 

The Church has never been that 
kind to Sophia. Even under the re¬ 
latively brief but benign Papacy of 
John XXUl, there was trouble when, 
no Italian Government official would 
present Sophia with her Oscar for 
Two Women because of Vatican pre¬ 
ssure. Small wonder, then, that 
Ponti—a man who. like many of us. 
takes slights to one he loves even 
more bitterly than the victim does— 
has been engaged in p running feud 
with the Vatican for years. Pius 
XU’S niece, an Italian countess, sued 
Ponti. Mastroianni, and Richard 
Burton for the way their film. Death 
in Rome, depicted her uncle’s con¬ 
duct in World War II. And when 
Ponti announced in the mid-19€0.s 
that Sophia would pday Mother 
Cabrini, and when he de.srribcd 
America’s first saint as “a nun 
(who’s) in love with God” and went 
on to suggest that between sisters 
and Saviour “the love affair has last¬ 
ed two thousand years.” he was ask¬ 
ing for trouble. The Mother Superior 
of Cabrini College in Radnor. Pennsyl¬ 
vania, denounced Sophia a.s “the 
worst possible choice to portray a 
holy woman”—and there were so 
many other protests and boycott 
threats that the film never was made. 

The ultimate outrage (and under 
the circumstances it is something of 
a miracle that the Pontis have not 
been excomnuinicatcd) came, in early 
1970 when, just a.s soon as Dc Sica’s 
droopy Sunflower was in the can 
("A iiasoo in throe acts.” said Stefan 
Kanfer in Time), Ponti put Mastroi- 
aniii and Loren to work for director 
Uino Risi making Ihe Rrwsl’s Wife 












—and, to spicc the provocation 
further, hired Tope l*aul Vi’s former 
cook, Armando Carzanitu, to pla.> a 
diet in the him. 

'Ihe Hriest’n Wife made middling 
fun, but much controversy. It was 
a domestic comedy about a miniskirt- 
ed pop singer named Valeria (Sophia) 
who is saved from suicide by Don 
Mario (Marcello), a priest with a 
bedside manner who winds up father¬ 
ing her child, winning a promotion 
to study within the Vatican itself 
and' acting upon higher ecclesiastical 
counsel, persuading his expectant 
hancce that, while he is allready mar- 
riid to the Church, she can live 
happily ever after as his mistress. 

filming tnis story in Catholic Italy 
with Vatican opposition ran more 
risks than any American layman 
could imagine. One day, a couple of 
riests forced their way onto the set 
y invoking their right to check out 
the authenticity of any scene which 
bad a church building in the back¬ 
ground. As it happened, th^at was 
the day when Sophia, in mimskirt, 
and Marcello, in priest’s robes, were 
supposed to play a love scene, which 
she and he and director Risi knew 
would raise th* clerics’ hackles. So 
they set up a church sequence they 
had planned to tilm later in the day, 
assembled some extras who were al¬ 
ready in costume and, always asking 
the priests’ advice about details, 
filmed Father Mastroianni celebrating 
Mass and leaving the church in only 
Slightly unseemly haste. This take 
was filmed six times, with the two 


• visitors watching impassively tmt 
unproteslingly—little knowing that 
each time Marcello made his exit he 
jogged to the next set, where Sophia 
and a second camera unit were wait¬ 
ing. Greeting her with a hug and a 
lover’s kiss, made more soulful by 
arriving out of breath, Marcello and 
Sophia made their hurried embrace 
into one of the more eflFeclive and 
economical scenes in The Ptiest's 
Wife". The solution, Mastroianni and 
Risi insisted, came from Sophia, who 
admits only that “it was the devil in 
ah ot us.’’ 

One of the few journalists allowed 
on the set of The Priest’s Wife was 
Nino Lo Bello, whose 1969 best¬ 
seller, The Vatican Empire, had 
detailed the Roman Catholic Church’s 
immense wealth and real-estate hold¬ 
ings, including (through the Vatican 
owned Societa Generale Immobiliarc) 
a controlling interest in Washington’s 
Watergate complex. Lo Bello asked 
Sophia how she reconciled her Catho¬ 
lic faith with her disobedience to 
Vatican teaching. 

‘The conflict is painful,’’ she 
admitted. "But I must aa according 
to my conscience. And we are not 
making a- picture against the church. 
We are posing a problem that you 
know and I know is common these 
days; we repid about K every week. 
And it’s a probfleni the church will 
have to face and solve like all the 
others; if not in the next ten years, 
then maybe twenty, maybe fifty. 

“Personally, I always like to think 
of d priest as a human being. And 



he should experience all the pro> 
blems every human being has. That’s 
why, for me at least, I think a priest 
should get married and have a 
family. Only by being merried, hav¬ 
ing the wife and the children to care' 
for every day, can he begin to un¬ 
derstand other people’s problems 
much, much better. He should really 
suffer as we all do—practically, not 
theoretically. 

Her husband—as is usual where 
the church is concerned—spoke 
bluntly and more abrasively. “When 
Italian priests say they want to get 
married,’’ Ponti told Lo BeHo, "it is 
not for sexual reasons. I’m sure, be 
cause many have girlfriends on the 
side." 

Despite sporadic Jians, many 
denunciations, and mixed notices. 
The Priest’s Wife flourished at box 
oflices around the world and was 
even shown in ftaly with only two 
scenes deleted. A few months later, 
however, Sophia went to work mak¬ 
ing White Sister a tender Italian love 
story of a nursing nun and a con¬ 
valescent communist. played by pop 
singer Adriano Celentano and direct¬ 
ed by Alberto Lattuada, Fellini’s 
onetime co-director (Variety Lights). 

Though blessed with an utterly 
convincing and ingratiating perfor¬ 
mance by Sophia in the title role, the 
gently irresistible White Sister took 
two years to cross the Atlantic and 
encountered resistance at the ticljet 
windows from a public that could 
accept Sophia as a priest’s wife, but 
not as a'nun and perhaps never as 
Mother Cabrini. 



WITH the microphones 
today and the reverbera¬ 
tions you can get with 
mechanical things, you 
just have to talk and it 
sounds like you’re singing," Sophia 
marveled not long after she sang 
The Secrets of Rome for a TV 
special on “Sophia Loren in Rome." 
She and Peter Sellers also recorded 
an album of nonsense songs when 
they were making The Millionairess; 
according to Sophia, “it sold three 
hundred thousand copies in England." 

Nevertheless, when she was signed 
to play the tricky musical lead in 
Man of La Mancha as Aldonza, the 
kitchen slut Don Quixote mistakes 
for his “sweet lady and fair virgin” 
Duldnea, Sophia took nearly two 
months of lessons and coaching Just 
to learn her four songs: Ataoma, 
Dulcinea, IPs All the Same ("On* 
pair of arm* i* like another’^ and, 
of course, Th* Jmpoasibl* Dream. 
Meanwhile, writers were being hired 
and fired, director Peter Glanville 
ivas replaced by Arthur Hiller, 
there were tantrums and tie-UM 
by the Italian tachnldana, and Sophia 
and her ooatar, Peter O'Toole, ware 
thrown onto their own reaourcea dur 
ing the chaotic fllraing In Rome. 

lophla'e ewroech waa to riae nbove 
beraalf, treating hhr vahkle an 
though it wen a acreen teat or Midi* 
tion up« which averythlnf daeeiid* 
ad: ''Wa ia a diailenie. I uve 
never appeered ia auch • mualcai 
before. I aing a Uttte, but I don't 
even know yet whether tiuiy will nae 




my voice...I hope I can do it. as it’s 
very persooaQ to me: to tell somethim: 
by singing, to portray' emotiims in a 
song, this is a very beautiful thing.” 

O'Toole, on the other hand, gave 
up early. He pronounced his own 
lyrics "miserable" and some ot 
^phia’s "true tripe", sleepwalked 
through his ‘dual role of Miguel dc 
Cervantes and Don Quixote de la 
Mancha "hoping for the best," and 
concentrated upon carousing without 
and conversing with his co-star. He 
called her “Scicolone" and told the 
world “i love that oow!" which 
somehow didn’t offend her half as 
much as Sinatra’s calling her a 
‘‘broad.’’ In a more reflective intei- 
view O’Toole informed Donald Zee: 

first impression was of a well 
turned-out, extremely skillful piece 
of machinery. It was much later, 
when we began to work together, that 
I could see her for what she was. No 
crap, no artifice—^just an extraordi¬ 
nary, sexually attractive lady.” 

when asked how Sophia’s sex 
appeal worked on him. O’Toole re¬ 
plied: “Listen, there’s so much of 
it there, who could ignore it? But 
it was not that bloody clidie of my 
falling in love with her. Just a 
strai^tforward, enormous sexual 
attraction." 

Man of La Mancha was the most 
violent screen musical since West 
Side Story. M a crucial scene 
Quixote and Sancho Panza rescue 
Aldonza from a band of lusty mulet- 
teers and then the Don insists no¬ 


bility demands that he go to his 
enemies to "raise them up and 
minister to their wounds." Touched 
by his idealism and declaring that 
they were her enemies, too, Aldonza 
refuses to let the old man wash their 
wounds but goes to tend them herself. 
While she is doing so, one of her 
patients clamps his arms and legs 
about her, precipitating a gang rape 
with whipping. 

Sophia refused to let a stunt 
woman take her lumps for her and 
she defended herself so ably that, 
according to O'Toole “she punched 
and kicked everybody at least once, 
and I can till you she kneed more 
than one of those bums in orchestras.” 
Orchestra seats are called stalls in 
Britain and, in this case, orchestras 
is rhyming slang for balls. 

That particular scene had another 
omsequenoe later, that Sophia hadn’t 
anticipated. At the age of three, 
her son Cipi had begun to notice 
that his mother was different from 
ail other mothers and was asking 
“how" as well as "why." As part of 
his education, Sophia took him into 
the Villa Ponti’s posh little cinema 
and screened the slow-moving, seem¬ 
ingly tame SunfUmer for him “be¬ 
cause he was in it when he was six 
months old and 1 wanted him to see 
himself, too. Just after the scene he 
was in, though, came a very power¬ 
ful scene on a train where I scream¬ 
ed and threw myself on the ffoor." 
Cipi sat rigid, said nothing and had 
nightmares for many a moon. Soi^ia 


vowed “no more Of my movies fur 
my son until he’s older and can un¬ 
derstand it’s only make-believe,” but, 
in the first flush of enthusiasm for 
La Mancha —already thinking of it 
as a musical version of a classic 
children like, and forgetting its many 
scary moments—she made “the big 
mistake” of inviting Cipi to watch it 
with her. After the rape scenes, Cipi 
went rigid again and had a bad 
night’s sleep. 

‘Fhe next morning, however, the 
first thing Cipi said to Sophia was: 
“How is Jimmy Coco?” 

As Sancho Panza, the rotund 
Jimmy Coco took a beating or two 
himself in La Mancha. But Cipi was 
making the effort—a hard one even 
for a child twice his age—to diss¬ 
ociate performers from their roles. 
A little later in the day, Cipi told 
his mother: “Those men who 

knocked you down; I saw what hap¬ 
pened to them! They’re alQ skeletons 
and you’re fine. You're yourself." 

No critic could have said more to 
please, Sophia Loren. Having looked 
at something that disturbed him, her 
son had found a way to fight back 
or get over it and get on with life. 

Telling me this, Sophia then 
summed up the La Mancha ex¬ 
perience thusly: “It was a Img, 
difficult, tiring film to make. Some 
pcoi^e still aren’t quite sure how the 
movie ended. But I can tell you it 
had a very happy ending for me. 
The day after filming was finished, T 
found out I was pregnant again,'’ ■ 


Now you can afford to give your childran 
the education they deserve 


The most precious gift you can give your 
children is a sound education that prepares 
them to tackle the world on their own terms 
But a good education need not mean a 
financial drain on your already tight budget. 

The secret m to plan ahead Start a 
VIdyanIdhI Deposit with Canara Bank even 
while your children are young The sooner the 
better A fixed sum of money deposited every 
month or a lumpsum put away for 63,84.96 
or 120 months, collects a generous interest and 
matures into a handsome sum. Ready in time. 
to see your children through college and 
higher education What a load off your mindl 
Canara Bank's Vidyanidhi Deposit scheme 
is for parents like you. who take their respon¬ 
sibilities seriously Drop in at your nearest 
Canara Bank branch for details. Our other 
special deposit schemes are: Kamadhenu, 
Nirantaraand Balakshema. 



iridyanidhi 

Deposit 

CANARA 

BANK.^^ 

(A natlonaliMd bank) 

0«*r 1,200 branoTMt IKiBW 
■N ovar Oia oownby. iVEuL 
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The right to privacy 





Your (ridge. Air Conditioner end TV 
need the Keltron Voltage Stabiliser 
protection right now. Postpone 
your purchase even for a day and 
you might and up paying a heavy 
bill for repairing a burnt-out 
equipment. 

KELTRON 

VOLTAGE STABILISER 

Available in 6 capacitiat and 8 modala 

SlHiELTRDN 

ItfXMV-r-CMv to aerve the peopta 
Marketine Ohriaieni 
Msrikar SuildinDa. M. G. Road. 

Tmandrum 695 001. Talapiions 60797 
•ranch Offleas: 

•embay Taleptiona 893457. 893458 
Maw OaMd Teiepiion* 682193, 662194 
CaleuMa Tatapliona. 24 5664 O 

Madras Telapiiana' 442310 
Banealars Taiaphona 29166 S 

Trivandrum Talapliona 65793 ^ 

Abmadabad Telaphona 445967 q 

Hyderabad Telephona 63786 


ChrM 

Liberties 


By A G. NOORANi 

N£ hears now and then 
complaints by p(diti> 
dan.s of surreillanoe 
by policemen in plain 
clothes hanfutg out- 
•side their homes. But the right 
to privacy is still in its infancy in 
Indlaa law. 

It is trite to say that our rights 
are protected by the (institution. 
In a broad sense, it is true, of 
course. But we are far more de¬ 
pendent than we reaJ^ on the 
march of case law, on trends in 
judicial reasoning and, indeed, on 
the acodent of litigation, for many 
a legal right to be precisely defin¬ 
ed by the courts. 

Only after sucli a definition can 
the right be said to be truly and 
effectively recognised by law. The 
arrested growth of the Indian 
otizen’s right tp privacy proves 
this. 

The Constitution reoognises no 
such right in express terms as 
some Constitutions do. Article 17 
of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights clearlv 
lays down that “no one shall be 
subj'ected to arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with his privacy, 
family home or correspondence...*’ 

However. Article 21 of the Ckm- 
stitution does confer on the dtiaen 
tte fundamental right to “personal 
liberty”. The Supreme Court has 
ruled that “domidliaty visits” to 
the homes of suspects by the police 
at night violate personal liberty 
and are, therefore, unconstitu- 
lionaL The Court, however, by a 
narrow majority of 3-2 upheld a 
watch on the suspect’s movements 
and ruled that it did not violate 
the fundamental right, guaranteed 
by Article 19(1) (a), to freedom 
of movement within the oountiy. 

Do you see the relevanoe of this 
1962 ruling to what happened • 
little over a decade later? Tte 


practice of surveillance by posting 
policemen in plain dothes outside 
the homes of political opponents 
would not have proceed^ with 
such impunity if the Supreme 
Court had rukd that police sat- 
veillance violates the freedom of 
movement guaranteed by Artide 
19(1} (d). As Justice Subba Rao 
rightly remasked in his dissenting 
judgment, “How could a move¬ 
ment under the scrutinising gaae 
of the policemen be described as 
a free movement? The whole 
country is his jail The freedom 
of movement in clause (d). there¬ 
fore, must be a movement in a free 
country; that is, in a country 
where he can do whatever he 
likes, speak to whomsoever he 
wants, meet people of his own 
choice without auy appreheosioa. 
subject of course to the law of 
sodal control”. 

In 1975, the Supreme Court ruled 
that in regard to persons suspect¬ 
ed tt> be habitual criminals, sur- 
veillanoe as well as domidliary 
visits, both by day and night, are 
constitutionally permissible. The 
Court, however, remarked, “There 
can be no doubt that privacy-fiig- 
nity claims deserve to be examin¬ 
ed with care and to be denied 
only when an important counter¬ 
vailing interest is shown to be 
superior”. 

The Supreme Court contented 
itself with the observation: “the 
light to privacy in any event will 
necessarily have to go through a 
process of case-by-case develop- 
iiksnt. Therefore,, even assuming 
that the right to personal liberty, 
the right to move freely through¬ 
out the territory of India and &e 
freedom of speech create an inde¬ 
pendent right of privacy as an 
emanation from them, whidi onp 
cun characterise as a fundamental 
right, we do not think that the 
light is absolute”. 

In the five years that have elap¬ 
sed since these observations were 
made, the Court’s definition of 
“personal liberty” has wictened ud 
so has in its reach the ability to 
strike down many an administra¬ 
tive wrong. Instead ctf leaving 
matters to the uncertainties of 
litigation, would it not be more 
appropriate to define the right 
to iHivacy by legislation on ^ 
tines attempted by some democra¬ 
tic countries? 

The legislaticm, however, most 
be framed after careful delibera¬ 
tion and in close « consultation 
with tile Press. As in other areas 
of freedom of the Press, a line 
will have to be drawn between 
tbe Press’ right, indeed, duty to , 
expose and the individual’s right 
to privacy. That line most not 
he arbitrarily drawn. 
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Break^fast 

device 

Dr Sio Pway Khee. a 
dental surgeon in Cal¬ 
cutta, bas successfully in¬ 
vented tbe “world’s best’’ 
half-boiM egg-opener. 
Tbis rare invention is 
aimed at “introducing to 
tbe world’s millions, a 
new concept for modern 
living and time saving 
viz: to open balf-boiled 
eggs as bow modem, civi- 
lis^ people should : Neat, 
Even, Clean and Easy’’. 
Microfme Egg Cutter, in 
Dr Khee’s opinion, is per¬ 
fect and no further 
improvement on it is pos- 
sAle, either by the inven¬ 
tor bimsellf or anyone 
eflse. Tbe dentist cum in¬ 
venter claims that quite a 
few people are using his 
egg-cutter and are de- 
lif^ted: including inter 
alia, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
Mother Teresa and C.P.N. 
Singh (Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh). The invention is 
a result of Dr. Khee’s 
irritation when he messed 
up an egg while breaking 
H. 

Fair in 
the air 

Indian Airlines accepted 
its second woman com¬ 
mercial pilot for training. 
Prem Mathur was the first 
to join Indian Airlines. 
And .k)on Saudamini Desh- 
muko will be soaring high 
with hundreds on berbadi. 

The Ninety-Nines Inc. — a 
women’s organisation of 
fliers, launched in 1929 by 
Amelia Earnart, and now 
with a membership of 
5,000 — has come of age 
in India. Three pilots, 
two technicians of Indian 
Airlines and another of 
Air Works India along 
with two women pilots of 
Bangladesh Bhnan Sa- 
yeda Roksana and Yasmin 
Retunan — were recently 
felicitated 1^ the Indian 
section of Ninety-Nines 
Itoc. in Bombay. None of 
these young ladies believ- 
M that flying needed to 
be considered an exclu- 
l^e preserve of men. 
There are tales of women 
in the West having Joined 
the Air Force as Marines 
end as paratroopers. 



Bobby alias AFST alias 
Talyarkhan, as you choose 
to call him, is fast 
becoming one of the 
major institutions of Bom¬ 
bay. At 81, his fire U 
neither dimmed nor is his 
tbdrst for controversy 
quenched. AFST still en 
iers the fray of all sport¬ 
ing controversy with the 
enthusiasm of a man one 
fourth his age. His “Mark 
My Word’’, “Do You Get 
me, Steve?’’ and tbe most 
common of afll, “I Told 
You So” have grated more 
ears in authority than 
have perhaps tbe cotnbin 
ed pens of all other sports- 
writers in the country. 

On Friday, April 11, 
Fuitablishment finally acc¬ 
epted the old rabblerouser 
In Hs midst. An AFST 
Felicitation Committee 
held a public function to 
thank him for his service* 
to sport, as journalist, 
sportscaster and most of 
aU for—as tbe chief 
guest, D. B. Deodhar put 
it—“his ability to call a 
spade a spade, his courage 
of conviction”. It was an 
extremely touching mo¬ 
ment. AFST, clearly un 
used to such emotional 
scenes, looked disconcert¬ 
ed as Dom Moraes, long¬ 
time admirer, read out a 
poem written as a tribute 
to him. 

Seen, by the sun, you 
have your memories 
The loose sleeve flaps on 
Amareingh’s right arm. 


The huge bull, Nissar, 
the stock Amamath, 
Nayudu who covered the 
sky unth sixes. 
Merchant snarled cuts 
arvay an panther feet 
Your voice and pen 
erected them like trees 
And we who listened to 
you and who read 
Know them like old trees 
now, though some are 
dead. 

Hazare, Gavaskar, Bedi. 

with all 

You were once 
Friends of the sun. 

If friends are few. 

From my generation and 
for others, thank you. 
Dom then presented him 
with a rare napkin bear¬ 
ing autographs of the 
legendary 1920 Warwick 
Armstrong’s team and 
others followed with fell- 
cHations. AFST came into 
his own when he spoke, 
saying that he had little 
ambition left; “to drive to 
London and back in a 
sports car, and get a IKtle 
cottage at Mumbra, which 
was filled with books 
other than cricket”. Final¬ 
ly, when a former Indian 
cricketer, known for his 
ilusty bitting and wicket- 
keeping, was greeted bv 
Deodhar as "surely one of 
Talyarkhan’s favourites” 
our old Bobby retorted, 
loud enough to fill the 
room: “Him! Of course 
not; I couldn’t bear the 
man!” and watched the 
cricketer squirm. 


Theatre 
in the red 

All levolutionaries. said 
the capitalist cynic, must 
end up turning into here¬ 
tics. Akhough ttistoiy pro- 
vides instances to tbe 
contrary, the stiny of the 
Indian People’s Hieatre 
Association (iPTA) would 
seem to prove that re 
voiutkmaries turn into 
ridi and famous film 
acton. Started orighuRy. 
by the Communist Party 
during the Second World 
War, IPTA, staged plays 
that spread tbe message 
of Marx. The assodatlou 
gathered momentum dur¬ 
ing the freedom move¬ 
ment and atiraoted cree 
tive Intellectuals of the 
age — Khwaja Ahmad 
Abbas, Sardar All Jafrl 
and Shombhu Mitra—who 
put up fine performances. 
Not much later, after in¬ 
dependence was won. the 
IPTA lost all its missio¬ 
nary zeal. The enthusiasts 
looked for, and found, 
better pastures in the 
Hindi film industry. 
Among those who fell to 
the bait of commercialism 
were Dev Anand, Balra) 
Sahni, Kaifi Azmi. A. K. 
Hangal and Manmnhan 
Krishan. 

ITie more rammKted ele¬ 
ments in the a&sodation 
led by R. N. Singn, res¬ 
ponded by starting Hie 
Awami- Rangmancb with 
the vow of continuing 
with the original Marxist 
ideology of IPTA. Tne 
group, wiiOese present 
chairman is tbe no-ed 
author KamlesbAvar, is 
now planning what could 
be a tbeatrhxil coup: Zta 
Sarhadi, tbe famous Pakis¬ 
tani filmmaker who made 
Hum Log and Footpath in 
Bombay many years ago. 
Is now in India to stage 
his latest play for the 
Awami Rangmancb, Ska- 
ma Hot Ratio Mein Jalli 
Hai “The IPTA has lost 
all its roots over tl>« 
years”, said a bitter B. N. 
Singh to Ashish Rajadh- 
yaksha. “After 30 years 
of progresaive theatre 
what is the use if you 
don’t call yourselves Mar¬ 
xists, as Hangal refuses 
to? Do you know what 
he said to me? ‘Don’t 
so inflexible, we have to 
accommodate all tastes’! 
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KHAASBAW 



A REPUTED astMoger 
who bad soea Nargiz 
palm years ago when she was 
Dumb^ one heroiqp, bad 
pre^ctcd that on account 
of her fantastic 
sun-Aine she would 
command fame and 
respect even after she 
stopped working. Today she 
has left films far hehj^ 
her, but fame and good 
fortune have been following 
closely behind, as the years 
of being Mrs Sunil Dutt 
have proved. She is also 
the mother of Sunjay Dutt, 
a rising star. And now, she 
has be^ nominated member 
to the Rajya Sahha. This 
is surely a great honour for 
any single individual. 
Bombay’s filmdom rose on 
its feet i^o omgratulate 
Nargis. To say the least, 
Nargis deserved the 
apttiause. 

S MITA PATH loves to 
pick up down-to-earth 
roles and she prefers art- 
films to commerdal dnema. 
The only commerdal film 
she has taken up is Shakti 
because she admires Romesh 
Sippy the director. Now she 
has also taken up a small art* 
film where she will make her 
seniors and her juniors sit 
up and gape — at her and 
her guts tool She plays a 
middle-aged woman who 
lives in a densely populated 
part of Bombay known for 
Ms squalor and slums. In 
this film the slant is anti- 


' heroine; Smita i^ccording to 
the story, nurses an ailing 
husband and the husband’s 
affliction is V D! The 
forlorn vrife manages a 
lover and Smita, it is said 
has put up a superb 
performance as the wife. 
Like the slum dwellers, the 
heroine has bared her body 
to inject realism into the 
film. 

IITKERE is that young 
Wi and successful director, 
Chandra Barot, who master- 
terminded that super hit, 
Don? Any other person 
would have remained in the 
news on the basis of his first 
film. But Barot seems to 
be shy of publicity. Apart 
from being seen around in 
the company of his favourite 
girls. Zeenat and Padmini 
Kolhapure, Barot hardly 
makes his presence felt. 
Either he is the slow-and- 


steady type of genius or the 
type who rests after a 
great achievement. Wake 
up Qiandral 




Raiesh iQuama plans 
to do only serious work and 
keep out of politics (one 
way cS saying he is out of 
tbe race ^ Bgg no fiibt to 
put up wi& the reipilng 
superstars)? There is abso¬ 
lutely nothing on his 
domestic front which can 
send his name and 
photograph into film 
magazines and newspapers. 
And he is exercising self 
discipline — no drinking and 
and no food on Tuesdays, ex¬ 
cept a simple, vegetarian 
meid after sundown aixl 
a tiring day at the studio. 
This has not only chastened 
him, but makes him look 
slimmer and younger. Hope 
he keeps it up. 






ANAND has always 
^ been a quiet, fast and 
furious worker. He had 
announced his film Loot 
Maar some time ago. Now 
the film is not only 
complete, but it is believed 
to be a masterpiece in pho¬ 
tography. And this, in spite 
of Dev’s old. steady camera- 
wizard Pali Mistrj^s death 
some time last year. Know¬ 
ledgeable circles believe 
that the film will come out 
a super hit. 

A nd now look what our 
favourite li’l gal is up to! 
Padmini Kolhapure who bai 
been trading in lots of 
oompb for her fast-bedding 
baby-fat, is the one to 
watch for the future and 
now she has got Amitabh 
Bachhan fur her hero. With 
Neetu’s secret ban on Tina 
for Rishi Padmini is 
all set to pluck off the best 
harvest from the field. 

M OUSHUMI daims that 
was her 

husband’s best friend, but 
she doesn’t know his wife 
Meeno at all. Isn’t it 
strange? How caa a person 
who is supposed to be so 
dose as to be in and out of 
one’s bouse...and vet his 
wife remains a total 
atrangei V Don’t tell me 
: Mousbumi only prefers 
3) mates for company—come to 
z think of it, which female 
Q trieods d()» she have 
K in the industry? '■ 


















<<IJ0W can a wife direct 
n such ‘hot’ scenes 
featurioK her own huslwnd?” 
asked my neighbour after 
seeing smne sexy stdls of 
actress-director_ Sheela’s 
upcoming Tamil film 
Judool 90 Naal. These stills 
showed actress Lavanya. 
scantily clad and in 
comiu'omising positions witik 
Ravichcndran, hero of 
yesteryears and Sheela’s 
husband. Ravichandran is 
apparently trying to find a 
place for himself with the 
l^help of his wife (who’s still 
Ha popular star in Kerala) and 
producers who «re friendlv 
to her. Sbeela herself 
appears to be in a tight spot. 
Apart from taking the risk 
of resurrecting her husband’s 
dormant career. Sheella is 
directing a Tamil film which 
means she has to be doubly 
careful. And Shcela does not 
look tit enough to play the 
kind of seductress Lavanya 
can. ha a recent Malavalam 
hit, Yetta, Sheela acted as a 
nymphomaniac opposite 
Kanialahsan. The question 
is whether she can take up 
such roles frequently. 

subject of artificiaA 

insemination is good 
enough to weave a mushy 
story around it and in th« 
recent Tamil release, 

Avan Aval Adhu. Lc^hnii 
portrays a sterile woman who 
asks her husband to produce 
a baby with Snpriya’s help. 

In the hands of anv 
Malayalain soft-pomo 
peddler, this theme could 
have been turned into an 
exotic, sexy film. But veteran 
director Mukhta Srinivasan 
has come out with a 
sentimental tale of sacrifloe 
and conjugal love. The film 
cannot be called a super hit 
|Fbut it is certainly doing 
' l»etter business ti^n tus 
previous film Imayam, an 
rai>emive venture starring 
blvaii and Srividya. Inciden¬ 
tally, in Avan... Sripriya 
has stolen a mardi on 
Lakshmi in several 
sequences. 

T. RAMA RAO, 

* ^ Andhra's all-time supe^ 
atar who burned his fingers 
producing a couple of 
mythological extravaganzas, 

MS switched over to sodala' 
And Us new 
film is being directed by 
Bepiah, a succeasful 
I n SrWavl playt Rama 

^ yamp, nia 

•tooUnk of the 01m 

Mowed Ramt Rio dindag 



affect because their films 
can no longer be exported ' 
to countries in the Gulf 
region. Even struggling 
actresses who frequently 
went to the Gulf on cultural 
visits appear sad aad 
worried. 

H ow come politicians are 
invited to promote filmst 
The makers of Mangala 
Nayagi got Karunanidbi to 
see the film hoping that he 
would like it Ilic cx-CM 
who is also u popular script 
writer was moved by the 
film and gave it a befitting' 
testimonial. Now, this 
testimonial is being deverly 
used to advertise* the film. 
Distributor's believe that 
Karunanidhi’s ‘certificate’ 
would improve the film’s 
chances but they ought to 
know that a couple of recent 
films .scripted bv Karunanidjii 
and produo'd by bis close 
relatives haven’t exactly 
.s<‘t the Imx office on fire. 

PIOUSJI 


with seini-nudc women. The 
ageing hero looks out of 
odace in such situatious but 
his fans love to see Urn 
surrounded by buxom, 
younger women. So what’s 
to be done? 

W HY is Cho lying low? 

Last year, he acted in a 
number of films. But when 
he began to direct a film 
with Jai Shankar and 
Radbika, he was forced to 
quit outside assignments. 

The Aim is yet to be 
released and we are waiting 
to seen Cho in a good 
comedy role. 

I LLEGAL employees from 
Kerala who found 
luaative jobs in the Gulf 
countries are returning 
home. Milayalam producers 
tfe worried since the exodus 
•is likely to have a drastic 


Lavanya is 
Ravichandran’s 
shapely seductri 













VARET 


chess 


Larg* (Black) 



Nunn (Whita) to mova 
PotHkm mtl»r Black't 20lh movm 


Swiss rol* 

THE British Championship hold In Chester 
last August was one o< the most successful 
and exciting in recent years. Succasslul in 
that It attracted a much stronger entry than 
in previous years, exciting because of the 
remarkable performance of 14-year-old 
Nigel Short He tied lor first place with 
Robert Beilin and John Nunn with a score of 
6 out of 11. hall a point ahead of Tony Milas, 
whom ha defeated in their individual 
encounter Comparisons will inevitably be 
made with Bobby Fischer who won the US 
Championship at a similar age. but I think it 
Is wiser to allow such a naturally gifted 
young player to develop at his own pace 
rather than expect him to follow some kind 
of pre-ordained path to the World Champ¬ 
ionship In any event he clearly has a great 
future 

Much of the credit for the championship's 
success must go to its sponsors, Grievson. 
Grant & Co They have made every effort to 
raise the event's stature and make it more 
attractive To a largo extent they have suc¬ 
ceeded. but there is still room for improve¬ 
ment The present method of tie-splitting as 
used in Chester is unsatisfactory and only 
serves to dimmish the value of the title of 
British Champion which Robert Beilin was 
awarded Although nominally champion of 
the country, he is not even guaranteed a 
place in the English team Clearly a play-off 
IS required in the event of a tie, but t believe 
the problem runs deeper than this The 
Swiss system under which the event is run 
IS not really suited to a national champion¬ 
ship, because by the nature of the system 
each player plays a different set of oppo- 
rtents. Orta cannot very well declare who¬ 
ever happens to be leading when the music 
stops to be the best player In the country If 
the championship and the title are to carry 
the weight they deserve, an all-play-atl sys¬ 
tem is required This would incidentally also 
reduce the risk of multiple lies 

The Mlles-Shorl game is rather too long 
for publication here Instead, here is a typi¬ 
cally powerful display by one of the (in my 
view) CQ-champions. John Nunn. What an 
excellent player he is nowadays 
White- J Nunn. Black P Large 
British Championship, Chaste 1979. Sicilian 
Defence. 

1. P—NS, P-OB4; 2. N—KB3. N—OB3; 3. 
P-04, PxP; 4. NxP, N—B3: 5. N—OB3, 
P-03; 6. B--aB4. P—IC3:7. B-K3, B—IQ; 
a. O—K2 The Velimirovic Attack, 
a. .. 0-0: a. O-O-O, P-QII3; 10. B-N3, 
ci—Ml; An idea of the young Russian grand- 
m'astar Balyavskyas an altemativo to 10. . 
O—M. In many llnea the queen is bettar on 


K1 than B2 tor defensive purposes. 

11. P—B4, P—ON4; Diverging from an old 
(I) game Stean-Belyavsky, which went 11. . 
B—0171 12 NxN, OxN, 13. P—K5 with 
clear advantage for White 

12. P—BSI A powerful pawn sacrihce. 

12. . . NxN; 13. «*N. PxP; 14. R—B1. 
NxP; IS. NxN, PxN; la. RxKP, 8—N2; 
17 . R—kN 4 Whita has very strong compen¬ 
sation for his pawn 

17. . . P—04; 18. B—041 An implicit queen 
sacrifice 18. . B—N4-H9. Bx B,Qx 0,20. 
RkP+ K—R1. 21 RxBP+ K—N1, 22. 
r_N 7+ K-flI. 23. H—N3-i^ 
ia. .. P-B3: 19. P-83, 0—02: 20. B—M 
With the terrible threat of C5—03. 

70. . . P-N3 (DIAGRAM) 21. B X NPI P X B; 
22.RXP+ K—82:23. R(B1)xP+ BxR;24. 
RxB4 »-N1: TSl R-4MN- Resigns. Both 
25 . . K—B2 and 25... K—R2 allow mate in 
one move, 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 



IN ProMem 1 of the Christmas Competition 


the score 

was game ail and thefoidding 

went 

SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 


— 

No 

18 

No 

7 

No 

die 

No 


South held 

AA8 VA1064 405 *03973 

Competitors were asked how many points 
out of 5 they would award to (a) Pass, (b) 
1NT. (c) 2NT. (d) 3*. (e) 3NT. 

This was meant to be an easy one. Anyone 
unwilling to venture 3NT qualifies for my 
aquarium Markirtg Pass—2. 1 NT—0. 
2NT—2, 3*—1, 3NT—5. 

In Problem 2 the bidding, with N-S vulner- 


able, was- 

SOUTH 

WEST 

north EAST 

1* 

1 A 

No 

2* 

No 

No 

2NT 

No 

? 

South held 
*8742 8J98S 

4 AO 

4AK2 


How many points out of 5 tor (a) Pass, (b) 
3*. (c) 3 4. (d) 38. (a) 48? 

The presumption most be that North 
holds length in the unbid suits (It was 
stated that North-South were not playing 
negative doubles, otherwise North might 
have doubled on the first round.) There 
should then be a good play for Four Hearts, 
but Three Hearts cannot be much criticised. 
Marking 4 8—5, 38—4. others—0. 

In Problem 3 the bidding at game all was- 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
— 1A No No 

dble No 2* 2 4 

? 

South holds- 

AA75 8K109 ♦KO10 AlCIOTe 

How many points out of 5 for (a) Pass, (b)' 
. 2*. (c) 2NT. (d) 3*. ( 4 ) 3NT? 

You have a defensive type of hand and 
partner may hold a yarborou^. He might 
even hold only three clubs. Any. forward- 
going bid risks a big penally in a doubtful 
causa Marking: Pass^, 2*—1. 2NT—1 
3*—1. 3NT—0. 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



THE EARLY stamps of Ceylon are oaunt- 
ingly expansive for the collector arhose 
pocket IS limited. Some of the Victorian 
issues are among the rarest in the world, at 
least a dozen being catalogued by Stanley 
Gibbons at over £1,000 each. Although the 
Edwardians are more attainable, a oompleta 
set of the 36 stamps costing about £200, 
mint or used, the Georgian series runs to 
face values as high as 1,000 rupees. This 
comparatively modest 1(X)-rupees stamp 
cost the equivalent of £6 - 50 starting when It 
was issued in 1924. In mint condition but 
with a few blunt perforations, it realised 
£^ irr a recant Harmers of London sale. 
These high value stamps were intended 
mainly for fiscal or revenue purposes, not 
for prepaying postage, though a few may 
have been postmarked as a favour to 
philatelists 



INSTEAD OF collecting the stamps of a 
single country or group 6f countries, many 
philatelists now form a eotlection of stamps 
illustrating a chosen theme ragardlaas of 
the countries In which they are Issued. One 
of the favourite themes is provided by the 
thousands of stamps which feature athfetlcS 
and games. Those devoted to winter sports 
are particularly popular. Among the most 
expensive of these issues Is the Austrian 
series which marked the skiing champion¬ 
ships organisod by the Fbdbratlon Inlsr- 
nationale du Ski at Innabniok in January 
1933. Showing sklois.Jn aotton, the four 
stamps were sold at double thelf face value 
to raise funds for the oompetWon. A mint 
set offered in a reoant Warwick and War¬ 
wick sale realised EISO. A sImHar series 
Issued in Austria for the 1936 ski ohamp^ 

ships Is leas valuable, ooeUng about CSO, 
mbit or fine used. 

c. W. HILL 
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This week the Sun and Mercury are In Arles, Venus alone is in Gemini and Mars, Jupiter, Saturn and Rahu are conjoined 
In Leo. Neptune and Uranus are in Scorpio. Kethu alone is in Aquarius. The Moon will be moving through Aries. Tau¬ 
rus and Gemini from Pisces. 


ABIES (March 21 — 
A^U 20) You will gain 
^ ttwough the occult 

^ Astrologers will tell you 

where your fortunes 
lie. Check all extravagant tenden¬ 
cies. You will benefit through a 
member of the fair sex. A happy 
romance is predicted for some 
people. Friends and relatives will 
praise you. On the business front 
things will move smoothly. Push 
your affairs to the utmost. Good 
dates: 11, 13, 15 and 17. Lucky 
numbers: 3, 2 and 4. Favouraole 
direcdona: North and West 

TAURUS (ApiR 21 — 

M^ 22) A mixed grill 
Yit? is your portion. This 
week will bo moder- 
gjgiy fortunate. You are 
advised to keep on good terms 
with your employer and those in 
authority. Exercise tact and patience 
while dealing with elders. Afte^i a 
minor setback wu will gain in 
business and flnaiKial affairs. The 
domestic front will remain a source 
of great Joy and happiness. G 00.1 
dates: 13, 14 and 16. Lucky num- 
bcfs: 1, 6 and 7. Favouiable diisc- 
tian: South. 


GEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) This is the 
.2M time to begin a new 
venture. Proceed to 
mate any kind of 
change. You will however experience 
minor obstacles In your business 
dealings. Once agaih your own in¬ 
tuition will prove an excellent 
guide to success. From middle of 
the week onwards, a happy rom¬ 
ance or “event” Is predicted. But 
it may be followed by separation. 
Good dates: 12, 14 and 17. Lucky 
numbers: 4. 2 and 7. Favourabis 
direction: South-west. 


CANCER (Jims 22 — 
July 22) Be careful not 
to displease your em> 
ployer or chief. Pay 
attention, to business 
details and take the advice of 
elders. Apart from some minor 
domestic problems, this week is 
quite favourable. A sudden end to 
a secret affair or association is pre¬ 
dicted. Be enterprising and success 
will be yours. You are advised to 
keep on good terms with your em¬ 
ployer and “authority”. GochI da as: 
13> 14, 16 and 17. Luciqr numbers: 
4, 6 and 9. Favourable dkacEons: 
Weet and South. 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22) Treachery may be- 
tall you in the near 
A\5Q|(() future. A happy rom- 
gnce Is predicted. Your 
health will not pose any problems. 
New friendships kre envisaged. You 
are likely to face competition In 
business and in your private life. 
You will overcome this by consult¬ 
ing elders and relatives. Let your 
intuition be your guide. Letters will 
bring good news. Keep your tem¬ 
per under control. Good oatoi: 11, 
13 and 16. Lucky numb^: 2, 7 and 
0. Favourable ditOcUon : South. 

. ,1 ;' A VIRGO (August 23 — 
i ^tsmbor 22) A secret 
friend—perhaps anony- 
‘ .Vn , ' mous or unknown to 

I V. ; ygy - y|,j|| pfQyg fjOlp- 

ful. Your business affairs will make 
good progress provided you exercise 
tact with employers and elders. A 
beneficial change of job or resi¬ 
dence is likely for professionals. 
Check extravagant tendencies. Pay 
attention to business details. Good 
dates: 12, 13 and 17. Lucky num- 
beie: 1, 3 and 5. Favourabts dfteo* 
Horn: East and North-west. 

; ■.‘\i LIBRA (September 23 

Y'-. Y — October 22) This 
week begins with a 
yv 1 ,IV sudden stroke of go id 
' ■ ' fortune However, you 
are advised to guard against over- 
optimism and deception. Take 
every possible - advantage of the 
favourable influences by hard work 
and by following your own intuition. 
Make no important changes in 
either your private or your public 
life. You will be successful 
on many fronts. Good dates: 11 , 12 
and 13. Lucl^ numbers: 3, 6 and 9. 
Favourable direction: West. 

j <■. SCORPIO (October 23 
. — November 21) This 
week begins with the 
Pfomlse of a promo- 
^ ' •'* tlon. Business win pro¬ 

gress well but be on your guard 
against deception. If you are care¬ 
ful, misfortune may be averted. In 
soma cases you will gain substan¬ 
tially. Love and marriage are 
predicted for both the sexes. Liti¬ 
gation and debts wiil not worry you. 
Be content with slow piogiess. 
Face delays and obstacles with 
tact and patience. Good dates: 11 , 
12,14 and 16. Lucky numbers: 4, 

7 and 3. Favourable djdctlon: 
South. 




SAGITTARIUS (Novsm- 
^ ber — 22 Decsmber 22) 
Let your intuition be 
your guide. A promotion 
V ^ successfu' 

week. A happy romance is foreseen. 
An unexpected development or 
change will ultimately produce good 
fortune. You will be benefitted by 
an elderly person. Letters will 
bring good news. . Your 

home front will pose no problems. 
This is an exceilent week for love 
affairs. Good dates: 12, 13, 16 and 
18. Lucky numbers: 8, 7 and 11. 
Favourable direction: North-east. 

CAPRICORN (December 
Y 23 — January 20) Your 
y. business affairs will 

make slow progress. 
i 2 '' — 4 You will face a couple 
of problems In your domestic life. 
With Industry and Initiative you will 
make further headway this week. 

Think twice before taking the 

advice of a friend of the opposite 
sex regarding financial matters. 
You will undertake an unexpected 
journey. (Sood dates: 

11, 14, 16 and 17. Lucky numbers: 
3, 5 and 9. Favourabis direction: 
East 

'y,......;!') AQUARIUS (January 21 

heiriS — February 10) Tackle 
k f! ' ^ professional problems 

, -*'• •' very carefully. Consult 
^ your friends and rela¬ 

tives. You are advised to take a 
little extra care over routine busi¬ 
ness affairs. Check all extravagant 
tendencies. Thanks to your tremen¬ 
dous energy and enterprise your 
outlook is excellent. A splendid 
opportunity comes your way. An 
unexpected expenditure' is foreseen 
in the family. Good dales: 12, 13 
and 15. Lucty numbers: 7, 2 and 4. 
FavouraUo direction: North. 

^ =^e) PISCES (Fsbruliy 20 
— March 20) A happy 
•* foreseen al- 
3 though U may not be 

w IK,.) qyte as good as the 
last weak. You will benefit greatly 
In business and financial affairs. Do 
not get carried away by your cur¬ 
rent prosperity. You will 

gain through secret sources or 
through elders and insurance poli¬ 
cies. Good dates: 12, 13 and 15. 
Lucky numbers: 7, 11 and '12. 

Favourabis direction: South-west. 


IVI. B. RAMAN 
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JAIPUR : With the approach of the 
Assembly poll, there is a sudden spurt 
in the sale of Khadi in Jaipur. Thouith 
there is no seasonal rebate in sale, 
most of the Khadi shops in the dty 
are crowded with young men. They 
come dressed in mill-made garments 
and purchase khadi kurta and pyja¬ 
ma. A source said some of them are 
Congrassd) aspirants for to the 
Assembly poll. — The Hindu (G. V. 
Mahesh, BangaQore) 

.SPAHJAHANPUR : A man here 
been thceatening his wife that if she 
did not persuade her sister to marry 
his nephw he would render her un¬ 
lit to show her face to society. He 
cut her nose on April 17. According 
to an FTR lodged with the police, 
when the family was busy entertain¬ 
ing guests at the victim’s sister’s 
wading, her husband called her 
aside to make a “paan” foe him and 
then chopped off her nose —AmrUa 
Bazar Patrika (Virendra Kumar Pra¬ 
sad, Revelganj) 

TADEPALUGUDEME; Deny them 
water so that soft drinks might sei— 
seems to be the guiding philosophy 
of beverage manufacturers who are 
suspected of tampering with water 
taps. This is possibly why travellers 
find it difficult to quench their thirst 
at railway and bus stations in West 
Godavari. In sharp contrast soft 
drinks and liquor are available. Also 
the number of liquor shops is on the 
rise in aU the towns— The Hindu (P. 
Raghava Reddy, Mahhubnagar) 

BHOPAL: Marriage prospects for 
young men in the drougbt-hit areas 
of M«lhya Pradesh have been affec¬ 
ts by the prolonged drought in ^ 
State. Parents are not willing to give 
their daughters in marriage to young 
men from these areas fearing that 
they may be asked to fetch water 


India abroad 


KUALA LUMPUR ; The former dir¬ 
ector of radiology at Assunta Hoepi- 
ttl, Dr A. Dutt, who was sentenced 
to six months imprisonment for using 
a forged document, has won tala 
appeal In the High Court against both 
conviction and sentence. la'following 


from long distances. Villag«» of Hos- 
sangabad and Guna districts com¬ 
plained of such peculiar problems of 
Nought-affected areas. According to 
villages, the number of marri^es in 
these areas bad gone down this year 
—The SteXeman (DaQiya Mukherjee, 
Calcutta) 

JAIPUR : The idol of Ganesb at the 
historic fort of Ranthambhore in 
Rajasthan’s Sawai Madhopur district 
receives 100 letters a week from its 
devotees all over the country; each 
letter an invitation to the Lord to 
join a marriage ceremony or bless ah 
inaugural event. It is a tradition to 
invite Lord Ganesh before the start 
of any new work. The Lord at Ran- 
tb^mbhore is widely aedaimed for 
Uis generosity and benign nature. 
Numerous folksongs praise his name 
as “Ranat Bbanwar” of Rantham¬ 
bhore. The idol at the temple is re- 
ported to be dating back to Prince 
Hameer who fought endless-battles to 
save this craggy fort from the on¬ 
slaughts of the first Mughal invaders 
in the 13th century. There Is a post 
office to receive a stream of letters 
’ addressed to the Lord Ranthambnore 
—IndMn Express (Venkatesh, Secun¬ 
derabad) 

AN immediate trunk call booked by 
the Union Minister for Communica¬ 
tions, Mr C M. Stephen, from Ban¬ 
galore to Codiin on Saturday (April 
19) failed to materialise for hours 
"due to technical reasons”. This was 

E ed in Cochin on Sunday (April 
Mr Stepnen himself wriile 
Qg at Kalamassey. near Cociiin 
to show that ‘‘there is a technical as¬ 
pect also in these things, apart from 
the slackness and inefficiency of the 
employees.” He said if this was the 
experience of the Communications 
Minister, who traditionally is on a 
hot line with the rest of the county, 
at all times, it spoke for itself — 
Times of India (S. M. Kaisane, 
Bombay) 

HATCHUR : A graduate who streak¬ 
ed in the busy Bazaar Street area 
here for a paltry stake of Rs five, 
ei^ed up in police custody. Mr Abdul 
Jlauf challenged four of bis friends 
that he would streak for a furlong in 
the busy .vtxeet. A serious discussion 
on "obscenity and cinema” is said to 
have Sed to the streaking — Deccan 
Herald (Raghavendra, Bangalore) 


the appeal, the judge said he was 
satisfied that the document in qu^ 
tion was not forged, according to the 
New Straits Times, Malaysia. Dr 
Dutt, an Indian was employed by the 
Hospital from t9tt to March lB7i 
when ha was dlsnuased — SttUeimdn 


WHEN we are in the ditch, than 
is no one to help us — Jyoti Basu, 
West Bengal CM 

YOU cannot expect that all the 
money will be diverted to Calcutta. 
Why don’t you check the popula- 
tkn growth? —-C K. Jaffar ShertK, 
Uqion Minister of State for Rail¬ 
ways at a meeting organised by 
the Merchants’ Chamber of Com¬ 
merce in 'CaScutta 

0 

THERE is no question of toppling 
anyone. We seek your cooperaf, 
tiop as we do not want to see (hf 
state (West Bengal) in decay— 
Union Energy and Irrigation Mi- 
mister.. A. B. A. Ghani Knan 
Choudhury 

AS Prime Minister. Madam has 
‘her way of tackling the probleat. 
As an Individual and one of the, 
leaders of the opposition in this 
state, I have my own way— 
Subrata Mukherjee’s comment on 
the anti-Assam agitation launched 
by the Youth Congress(l) in West 
Bengal 

WE don’t give any importance to 
him (Jyoti Basu). He is the Chief 
Minister of West Bengal, no^ 
Assam. What be says is immaterial 
to us—Prafulla Mahanta, preaident 
of the All Assam Students’ Union 

TO describe me as a moderate and 
some of my colleagues as hard¬ 
liners is an old game to create 
friction among ourselves — Atal 
Behari Vajpayee 

UNDER the leadership of Mr Deng 
Xiaoping they (the Chinese) are 
trying to berome realistic. For 30 
years, their antitude has been 
hypocritical. Now it seems they 
are changing—Dalai Lama quoted 
in New York Times 

WE will all have to wonder and 
fear where we will! be after founr 
more years of the Chutar Adminia-^ 
tration—Senator Edward Kennedy 

IF we bad turned to Moscow after 
the election, 1 assure you we would 
have been drowning in dollars and 
pounds—^A senior Zimbabwe Gov¬ 
ernment spokesman quoted in 
Time 

WHEN we reject a film, howeytr 
ccmunercially successful, year am 
year, as "non-cinema'’, we are liao 
ignoring the milUona of ^egoeri 
who have not received the grace 
of aesthetic aelvatlon — Vaiant 
Sathe 

THAT Dabboo (Randhir Kopoori ia 
such a ehhewtk piel Ha ii like a 
Glaxo bate. I want to bite oar eft- 
hit chuM^ubhy chaaka i 

Rakha, Bombay him actnaa i 
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LET'S have 
SOME LIFE 
OUT THERE.' 
LET'S 5M0U) 
SOME SPIRIT! 
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THAT > 
WASN'T EXACTLY 
IWHAT I 
MEANT J 


RANBAXY'S 

ajrajiRKMms 

A few facts you should know. 


Why not raw Garlic? 

Raw garlic 
cloves have 
to be chevi^- 
ed before the 
extract acts 
inside the 
body. But when chewed, 
they leave an unpleasant 
smell. When swallowed, they 
are difficulhto digest And the 
extraction is incomplete 


Why not 
WyJwK': cooked 
i ^/W Gariic? 


On cooking, the effective 
medicinal properties 
of garlic are lost 


Garlic has been well- 
known from earliest 
times for its medicinal 
properties. Medical 
authorities have 
accepted the value of 
,garlic in correcting 
various health problems. 
Garlic can be taken raw 
or cooked or in capsule 
forrn. But to derive the 
maximum medicinal 
benefits from garlic, it 
should be taken in the 
most effective way. 


Why RANBAXY’S (3101112 0^013 ? 

Ranbaxy Laboratories, a trusted name with the medical n/\/v\, 
profession, now gives you all the benefits of raw garlic 
—without the smell. Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls contain ^ 
the pure extract of raw garlic in easy-to-digest, S 
soft gelatin capsules~the most effective way 5 twice dJ 

of deriving the medicinal properties of garlic. ■^regular 

RANBAXY'S WM _ 

Help relieve gas and indigestion 
ease heartburn. 

Reduce high cholesterol levels. 

W Help ease disabling joint pains. 

Prevent and control recurring 
coughs and colds. 

Take Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls—everydaY II : 

It's a healthy habit- | ■■ 




f two pearls 
twice daily 
^egularl y^ 

hlMhfi 

B 


Thenatural way to all-round health. 
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I'lAOiC wirx:«i 
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QUARRELLING 
CHILDREN __ 

IK Sanjay Gandhi can have his 
Youth Congri'ss, then why can’t 
Babuji’s son Suresh Kumar have 
hiis Yuva Sangharsh Vahini? 
Suresh Kumar has decided io enter 
l>olitics in right earnest and a 
meeting of his own brand of youth 
was held recenUy in New Delhi’s 
Vithaflbhai Patel House. In fact the 
phenomenon of suns and daught¬ 
ers interfering in the Party affairs 
has become so fashionable these 
days that even the dilapidated 
Congress(U) has been affected. The 
fight for supremacy in the Party is 
not confined to the Party presjdent, 
Devraj Urs,,and the new entrant, 
Babu Jagjivan Bam. Suresh Kumar 
and Urs’ “adopted daughter’’, 
Nirmaia Prasad, too have joined 
thr: fight. Nirmaia Prasad’s intei- 
ferenoe in the affairs of the 
AICC(U) office at one stage was 
such that not even a leaf used to 
flutter in the premises of 3, 
Baisina Rood (AICC-U headquart¬ 
ers) without her prior approval. 
Even the general secretaries were 
reportedly overawed by her. Now 
Suresh Kumar wants to enjoy that 
position and perhaps rigbtfuUv, 
because there is a strong Hobby led 
by Raj Bahadur and Younus 
Salecm. two general secretaries, 
which favours the installation of 
Babuji as the Parly president. 

The differences in the AIOC(U) 
came to surface when Urs issued 
a notification stating that be bad 
appointed Babuji as the chairman 
of the Party’s Central Campaign 
Committee. It may be recalled 
that Mrs Gandhi too had appointed 
Babuji to the same post in the 
pre-1977 Congress (Yashpal Ka¬ 
poor was the real head of that 
committee, which was entrusted 
with the task of organising the 
‘Dynamic Decade’ celebrations 
when Mrs Gandhi completed ten 
years of uninterrupted rule in 
1976). Babuji did not want that 
post alH over again and he told 
llr.s that. But Urs was not pre- 
paied to cancel the appointment 
and he insisted that if Babuji did 
not want the post, then he should 
publicly refuse it. But Babuji’s 
ego was hurt and he prevailed 
upon the lobby of general secre¬ 
taries favourable to him to issue 
a statement saying that the 
AICC(U) office was not ‘aware’ of 
any such appointmedt made by 
the president A series of meet- 
inas was held betvycen the Babuji 
loDb.v and Urs’ representative, 
Nirmaia Prasad, at the latter’s 
ofiiciail residence at Vinay Marg, 
but as Urs was adamant, the pro- 


Babuji lobby issued the statement 
as d^ired by its mentm'. 

Nirmaia Prasad, incidentally, is 
a Government servant, working as 
a Director in the Ministry of Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs. It is strange how 
a Government servant can take 
sudh active interest in Party 
politics. 

PUNJAB 

CONNECTION _ 

THE Union Minister of- State for 
Finance, Jagannath Pafaadia, is a 
stro^ contender for the Chief 
Ministership of Rajasthan. Mqhan- 
lal Sukhadia and the former Youth 
Coiigi-ess general secretary, Janar- 
dan Singh Gcblot, are his main 
opponents in the .state, but the 
man who is intriguing Pahadia 
must is ’strangely not a politician 



Bvtrom Jakhar 

from his Own state but the I.ok 
Sabha Speaker, Balram Jakhar. 
who belongs to Punjab. It ma\ 
be recalled that Chaudhuty BaSram 
had served as a Deputy Mini.stei 
in the Giani Zail Singh Ministry 
in Punjab during the Emergency 
and later was the leader of the 
Cungress{I) in the state Assembly 
after the June 1977 poll. His 
elevation to the coveted post of 
Lok Sabha Speaker was reported¬ 
ly prompted by the consideratiun 
that being a Jat, his appointment 
would help to c'oosolidate the posi¬ 
tion of the Congress(I) among the 
community which has earned the 
reputation of being blindly behind 
Chaudhury Charan Singh. It is 
reliably learnt that many aspirants 
for Congressfl} tickets in Raigsthan 
have the blessings of Chaudhury 
Balram Jakhar. 

CHI CKENING OUT 

THE recent meeting of the leaders 
of three opposition Parties — 
Janata, Lok Dal and Congress(U) 
—at Bombay not «ml.v served to 
bring together some like*minded 
leaders who are keen to join hands 
to face the Congressfl) challenge, 
but also exposed some of the 
chicken-heaat^ leaders in the 


ranks of tbe (n>positioa. Shorad 
Pawar’s initial entbsisiasm was 
missing when the wganisers of 
the meeting assemUed at Bombay 
on April ^ on the eve of the 
meeting. Sharad Pawar had offered 
to be one of the cooniinators at 
tbe Bombay end for the meeting, 
but at tbe eleventh hour he waver¬ 
ed and did not want to attend the 
meeting. But a frank talk by 
Devaraj Urs and some other oppo¬ 
sition leaders, made ' him diange 
his mind and he eventually attend¬ 
ed it. Similar was the case with 
Nandini Satpothy, who, despite 
agreeing to attend, did not turn 
up. Sharad Pawar and Nandini 
Satpathy apparently want to keep 
a low profile in the coming elec¬ 
tions in Maharashtra and wissa, 
to avoid destroying all chances of 
making up with tbe Congrcss(I) in 
the future. 

THE OT HER SANJAY- 

WHO could be the next president 
of the Youth Congressfl)? Among 
those in the fray at present are 
two general secretaries of the 
organisation, Ghulam Nabi Azad 
and Vasudeva Panicker and some 
State unit presidents.^ At one 
stage it was thought that the 
Delhi unM president, Jagdish 
Tytler, would get the coveted post. 
But now the strongest c-ontendcr is 
none other than Rajkumar Sanjay 
Singh of Amcthi, who at present 
is the head of the UP unit. Sanjay 
Singh has become the symbol of 
the ’’Thakur" lobby in the Con- 
gress(I). The power of this lobby 
is such that its members have 
been proudly saying that they can 
get as many nomkiations in tbe 
forthcoming elections as they 
want. After all, a^ many as KM 
MPs owe their loyalties to this 
lobby, it is pointed out. 

FIRST STEP DOWN 

AMONG the Union Ministers. 
Finance Minister R. Venkataraman 
has earned the reputation pf being 
a iio-nonsensc, strict man in the 
bureaucratic circles of the capital. 
But his days in the Cabinet are 
rumoured to be numbered be¬ 
cause of his reluctance to take 
orders from tbe right quarters. His 
renhoval from tbe Industry port¬ 
folio, which be held in addition to 
Finance, is reported to be the first 
step in the action contemplated By 
Cungress(I) ‘higher-ups’. The 
second step may well see him out 
of the Cabinet. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Snap up all the fun coming 
your way at picnics, parties, 
birthdays, holiday trips. 

It costs less than you think. 
And it's fun all over again, 
when you've kept it aH with 
ju^ a "Click". Keep a 
Click handy. Contact your 
nearest Agfa-Gevaert dealer. 

Distributors: 

Agfa-Gevaert India Limited 
Regd. Office: 

Merchant Chambers, 

41, New Marine Lines, 
Bombay 400020. 
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•vaart, Antwerp/Leverkuten. 
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"Thums Up” 

That's right • Yoir favourite LirDca; 

Maaza Mango and soon, 

Thums Up, are hot export items. , 
These brands are produced i 
and marketed biy franchii^s in 
Kuwait the U.A.E., Tanzania, 
Mauritius, Nigeria, Singapore, 

New York and Dubai. J 

Ten more plants are at the final 
stages of negotsstions. li 

Thums IHj makes India another 
couitry to export Soft drirA 
franchises-after the U.S.A. 

If Dubai said 'Thums Up' 
to Limca, what wW it say 
to Thums 1^7 

IheVke-Pf^Bsidmil 
of Indio, 

Shri M.Hiiiiayiitiillal 
confers on Award 
for Exiollenco 
hExp^ 
ontho mokors 
dfflininsUp. 
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on April 24 President Reddy presented the best actress 
(Urvashi) award to the 19-year-old south Indian actress 
Shoba. One week later she lay dead in her bedroom in 
Madras. Who drove Shoba to suicide? Was it her 
parents who virtually lived off her? Or was it her 
director-husband Balu Mahendra who had been a 
veritable "Professor Higgins" to her? Or was It our 
society with its lopsided values that finally drove her to 
the edge of despair 7 


After Assam it is now Manipur which is hellbent on 
driving out foreignera.Violence gripped the state capital, 
Imphal, between April IS and 23 during which more 
than 7,000 people deserted their homes in fear. This, 
coupled with the extremist violence plaguing the state 
for over two years, brought the Congress(l) administra¬ 
tion to the brink of collapse. An on-the-spot report 
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Kamdeo Singh, the most powerful dacoit^muggler in 
the country, died in a police encounter on April 18. 
Starting as an impoverished bullock cart driver, he went 
on to become a multi-millionaire with a ftobin Hood 
image. What is more, he played a vital role in Bihar 
politics and without his help no one could win elections 
in his native Begusaral districL SUNDAY correspondents 
recount the saga of his Ilfs. 
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"Htow I (nmrcame nor slQrnm 
and learnt to Tingle’* 



There was a time when even if 
my neighbour’s pet dog Sheila 
looked at me, I'd blush. 

I used to get pink all over 
even at the thought of being 
watched. 

But, fortunately, all that lies 
in the past now. 1 overcame my 
shyness when I learnt the joys 
of Tingling. 

“My prC'Tingle days” 

Before I learnt to Tingle, the 
only person 1 could look 
straight in the eye was my 


”1 Uarn to Tinglt'*' 

After having discovered my 
tongue, I didn’t know what to 
do. That is, until I was invited 
to a party by my neighbour. 

As usual 1 didn’t want to go. 
But mother insisted I go. 

So, there I stood, not knowing 
what to do with myself, as I 
blushed in the corner. 

Suddenly,a pretty young thing 
walked up to me and said, 
“Hey, let me teach you how to 


Tingle’’. I spluttered and 
stammered, “Wh.., what, 
here?’’ She laughed and told me. 

‘’\oa can llBuie 

anv where** 

That’s what she said. 1 could 
Tingle anywhere. All I needed 
was a lovely chilled, frosted 
bottle of Double Seven Lime- 
Lemon. 

Take a big gulp, and don’t 
swallow it. Then move your 
tongue around. You will feel 
thousands of bubbles explode 
against your palate. Concentrate 
on your tongue. Let it taste the 
crisp, clean flavour of Double 
Seven Lime-Lemon. 

Mnimmmm! 

“I'rv lo Tingle, xou’U 
it." 

Go out now and have a 
Double Seven Lime-Lemon, and 
discover the joys of Tingling. 

It really works wonders. 

And ever since I learnt to 
Tingle, there was no looking 
back. 

And even if I do so today, ail 
1 will see is Sheila, that crazy 
dog, looking at me. 

She doesn’t bother me 
anymore. 


mother. My mother, an avid fan 
of Sigmund Freud, was fully 
qualified in giving me the 
psychiatric help I needed. 


“Son,” she used to say, “only 
you can help yourself. 
Concentrate on one part of your 
body which gives you pleasure. 
Only then can you get your self- 


confidence. ” 

So one night I tried. 

I explored my^body. And 
discovered my tongue. 


Double Sev^ 




* artificially flavoured 
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RISE 

AGAtN? 


Opposition position 

K liVVAL VARMA in the cover 
j>lory “Will the Opposition rise 
aK>iin’’, (April 13) rightly poiirls out 
thiit there is a crying need for a 
biOfidbaM'd left-of-centre Party. The 
pt'ople of India are already on the 
verge of being disillusioned with the 
Party at the Centre. Leaders like 
Chundrashekhar, Chandrajit Yadav 
and (Jcorge Kernandes should try to 
unite the youth, kisans and the wo 
men and form a Icft-oricnted Party. 


Onily then can an alternative to Con* 
grr-sj. (I) bo offered, 
fi/ra.s/cn'', Hajijmr 

THKRL is a question whidi still 
remains unanswered. Perhaps, the 
only Partie.s wedded to a definite 
ideology are the Bharatiya Janata 
Party and the Communist Parties. 
But uisfortunately they cannot offer 
a forceful alternative. And the new 
variations of Congress and Janata 
are yet to impress the electorate. 

the Congress (I) government is 
working under great pressure, both 
internal and external. But the elec¬ 
torate is getting increasingly restless. 
It Mrs Gandhi fails to deliver the 
goods she had promised the peopile 
will positively look for other akerna- 
tivRS. It is high time that the oppo¬ 
sition trierl to forget the petty 
suuabbics 

//. Krishna Murihy, Pune. 

I FULLY disagree with Kewal Var- 
ma that the opposition wiill rise 
again in the ni>ar future. He ap¬ 
pears to have based his analysis on 
faulty premises. The conclusion he 
has drawn is dependent on a number 
of ‘ifs’. It is mere wishful thinking 
to say leaders like Bahuguna, Vaj¬ 
payee, Chandrashekhar and Madhu 
Limayc would ever come together 
and form a powerful front against 
Mrs Gandhi. These arc the very 
persons who were responsible for the 
breaking up of Janata and paved the 
wav for Mrs Gandhi’s contebark. 

R. SaTnanla, Midnapwr 


Hero or villain? 

C . Y. GOPINATH elevates Jakkal 
(“Jakkar', April 13) almost to 
the level of a beiro. He would have 
done better if he had concentrated 
more on criminology, of course with 
reference to Jakkal. Such write-ups 
should not be published often for 
they creafe undesrabie impressions 
on the subconscious mind, which, in 
turn, influence man’s actions. 

Violet Mac Gibbon, Calcutta. 


Help the helpless 

'■pUJS refers to the special report 
A “Famine haunts Palamau’’ 


(April 13) by Tirthankar Ghosh and 
Sajal Chakravarty. It should act’ as 
an eye-opener to government officials 
A good amount of rainfall may help 
hut the monsoon is far away. Ihe 
state and the Central government 
officials arc totally careless alxiut the 
famine-stricken people of Bihar, 
lower middle class people are the 
worst sufferers. They are the ones 
who will neither work as labourers 
nor like to beg. The government 
.rrhould come forward immediately 
and offer the necessary help- 
Ai^n Sdikar, Jorhat 


THE WRITE-UP is quite impressive 
with its supporting statistical data. 
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It makes an honest attempt to make 
an in-depth study of this grave situa¬ 
tion. But one of the authors’ state¬ 
ments K certainly misleading. In the 
last but one-paragraph they state: 
“After the elections the Assam agi¬ 
tation started.” The Assam agitation 
started way back in October 1979, 
long before the general elections. 
Even the stoppage of the flow of 
crude oil from the state started in 
December 27. 1979, which also was 
before the general elections. 
Manotosh Sharma. Gauhati 


Alliance, a-gain 

A rthur pais in his “Congress (1) 
an equal partner” (AprM 13) 
clearly brought out the political cti- 
mtrte in Tamil Nadu. He has rightly 
pointed out that the younger and the 
militant section of the DMK wanted 
to go it alone in tte coming As¬ 
sembly election and form a govern¬ 
ment on their own. But this could 
not be done because KarunanidbJ ts 
k^n on gaining out of the alliance 
with Mrs Gandhi Perhaps Karuna- 
nidhi is waiting for the right moment 
when he will be in a position to 
impose terms on Mrs GandhL 
V. A. pomkodi Salvan, 

Thiruvaiyaru, 


Only force left 

r lS refers to Banin Sengupta’s 
“Left Mrs Gandhi’s main target” 
(April 13). WiU Mrs Gandhi be suc¬ 
cessful in tackling the communists to 
her benefit or will the two Commu¬ 
nist Parties be abre to play an impor¬ 
tant role as an anti-Congress (1) force 
in the years to come? 'That is a mil¬ 
lion dollar question. But the peoplcf 
ot West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura 
should be congratulated for their 
brave fight against communal and 
authoritarian forces. The people of 
India will soun realise tbit the left 
Ls the only potential force which can 
sucecssfuliy combat the communal 
RSS, the despotic Congress (1) and 
the fake Socialists. 

M. Alyab Siddiqi, Delhi. 

1 FULLY agree with Mr Sengupta 
that “Mrs Gandhi’s reemergence will 
hit the leftists more than the rightists 
in the country.” The Soviet sugges¬ 
tion to build a bridge of cooperation 
between the Congress (1) and the left 
forces calls for a serious considera¬ 
tion. Even if it is translated into 
practice it woukl, be nothing but a 
bridge of convenience. Sooner or 
later Mrs Gandhi will strike a severe 
blow at the leftists and as a con¬ 
sequence the bridge will crumble to 
pieces. So the country’s left forces 
should concentrate on forming a 
united front so that they can return 
the blow with equal force. 

G. Sarrna, New Delhi. 

BAKUN SENGUPFA’s statements 
appear to be full of contradictions. 
First he says if Mrs Gandhi and 
Sanjay Gandhi decide to topple the 
leftist governments the lett forces 
cannot save them. According to Mr 
Sengupta “it can best create some 
dilficuities in the states and Parlia¬ 
ment for some time.” He also claims 
that “it will be a shortlived re¬ 
sistance” and tries to justify his view 
by drawing attention to the dormant 
rule played by the CPI(M) during 
the Emergency. At the same time he 
predicts that "once Mrs Gandhi pulls 
down any of the three left govern¬ 
ments no amount of persuasion will 
stop a head-on collision between a 
majority ot the left forces of the 
country and Mrs Gandhi”. He also 
visualises that “the majorHy of the 
left torces” will j.oin bauds with all 
other anti-Mrs Gandhi forces” and it 
will then be the pre-1977 sKuation. 
The reference to the dormant role of 
the CPIKM) during Emergency shows 
his lack of understanding. Inuring' 
the Emergency the CPI(M) had no 
other option but to lie low smoe they 
were the main target of both the 
Naxalites and the Gongress (I). But 
the scene is different now. llift* 
CPRM) and other left forces have 
.emerged as a powerful force to be. 
reckoned with. 

A. K. Sengupta, Madhyamgram, 
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Getting sentimental 

Mollie M. Kape of Tbe Far Pavi¬ 
lions fame read Pritith Nandv’e 
article "Jane kahan gave woh dim../ 
(March 30) Here is her reply to 
what Mr Sandy wrote about her : 

EAR Nowhere Man 
Thank you for your bewitchinK 
inaccuracies. I am not as nice as ail 
that. 

I shall also preserve very happy 
memories — of a charming morning 
spent %vith the author of some of the 
most haunting poems I have com? 
across for many a year. Yet I am 
curious to know one thing. Why you 
of all people, are so ttfraid of any¬ 
thing sentimental ? What do you 
find so alarming about it — or off- 
putting? You who have written 
lines like “let your hands create the 
new language of our love, so that 
fireOies may weave the manuscripts 
of our dreams”? And sudi poems as 
The WaU, Wmter, TiU You Came' 


and.ii.daMn othofi ■ the game vein? 
If those are not ‘senthnental’ then 
t don’t know what is. and 1 suspect 
that underneath that flip, satirical 
and fashionably disillusioned shell 
yon are really an old softie at hearti 
A pushover for love (“You are the 
wind, I love for nostalgia and 
time gone by and lost (“an old- 
fashioned song echoes in the dark 
and returns to me”) for sunsets, 
night winds and falling rain and 
that good old ‘loneliness of ^ hu¬ 
man spirit’ that we all hear so niuch 
about these days. Well, I can onlv 
be grateful for it, since if you were 
not, you wouldn’t wrRe such moving 
poetry, but be going in for ‘stark’ 
verse and ‘brittle^ bitter wH’, and all 
that jazz, instead 

If I may misquote WooIcoK. to 
Judge from your published work ‘the 
toilng students’ of the year 2080 
will be aUe to gather that you were, 
-for instance, ‘one who thought often 
and enthusiastically of death, and 
whose most frequent and most in¬ 


tensely felt emotion was Uie pang 
of love’.- Ftom your very moving 
poems, they might even construct, ni 
the paleoatMoi^ constructs a dino- 
naur. a picture of our Mr “Nandv 
Vrringing his bands at sundown be¬ 
side an open grave and looking 
Mnsively into the mMdle-dbtaiioe at 
the receding figure of some person* 
aUe lass disappearing ovar the hill 
with another fellow on her arm. Our 
twentyfirst century students mav 
possibly be moved to say of him that, 
like Patience, our Mr Nandy yearned 
his living, and they may even be 
astute enough to guess that the 
moment the aforesaid personable 
lady wredeed the pose by drawing 
some sign of intei^, it would be 
the turn of the sorrowiiuc poet him¬ 
self to disappear in the other direc¬ 
tion. as fast as be oonid travel 
May you go on front strength to 
stren^h and write anotber hundred 
books at least! — (ISO for piefM^ 
encel) 

Mollie M. K. Hamilton, Sussex. UK 



Disputed facts 

I^feWAL VARMA’S article “Fkidl- 
ing with national unity” (Apdf 
6) was interesting. But was not Mi 
Varma himself fiddling with ndtoal 
unity when he made sndi an emo¬ 
tional and rash statement without 
really inrobing the Assamese attua- 
tion? He aays: “Over a period of 
time the Assamese have been reduc¬ 
ed to a minority in their own home 
state ... the genuine fear of lira do¬ 
minant ethnic community seeing 
themselves getting obliteratod." Even 
a casual glance at the atatiatical 
handbook of Assam, 1978 poWsbed 
by the Government of Assam would 
reveal the fact that during the period 
between 1931 and 1971 the Bomber 
of Asumesespeaking population in¬ 
creased four and a half timea where¬ 
as the number of Bengali-speaking 
population and other linguistic groups 
have not even doubled. Anrang the 
13 major languageopeaking peo-' 
pie of India the increase of the 
Assamese^peaking popolatioB during 
tile two deoides frm 1951 to 1971 
^ the highest It wonld be better 
for Mr Vanna to come up with the 
precise facts and figures on uHhidi he 
based his statement 
Sunil Bhattaduaiee, TineuMa, Auam 

THE year in vrtiidi tiw Bast bdia 
Company made Assam part of In¬ 
dia is 1828 and not 18n as stated 
by Mr Varma. Assam waa made a 
part of Badia as a result of tira 1824- 
26 BriUsh-Bnrmese war during the 
tenure of Losd Amherst 
O. L. Banlk, DarraiUh Aaaom 


Mark, it's BARC 

OUGH the title “BARC is worse 
than its bite" (April 13) was 
deliftiitful there is no su(A organtsa. 
tion aslhabha Atomic'Shew Com- 
.mission , but Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission and Bhabha Atomic Researdr 
Centre (popularly known as BARC). 
.M. R. Deokar, Trambay. 


Friends in need 

1 AM preparing a pen friends’ 
directory of the handicapped. 
Those who are interested mw please 
contact me directly at : 57C, Bally- 
gunge Circular Bd, Calcutta-700 019 
(Phone No. 481177/478445). Age, 
sex and hobbies should be mentioned, 
and all those who respond will re¬ 
ceive a free copy of the directory. 
Please note, there are no obligations 
Mrigank Korhtr, Calcutta 


Lethal waste 

I N “Acddent at tarapur” (AprQ 6). 

it is stnmge that bo mention was 
made of the awesome problem of 
nudear waste. Toe large-scale pro¬ 
duction cS nudear energy also means 
production of radioactive poison in 
terrifying quantities. Most of the 
nudear waste is stored in under¬ 
ground tanks but a leaking tank can 
contaminate the water under the 
ground, which can cause cancer and 
play havoc with human genea and 
chromosomes. Can we enjoy the 
benefits of nuclear power and yet 


Training traffickers 

’T'HIS refers to the report “bold 
1- and married'’ (April 13) by 
Gopal Sachar. Has Mr Saebar ever 
been to eastern UP, Bihar and OriS- 
sa? Probably not. A journey by 
either A. T. Mail or Vaishali Express 
between Gorakhpur and Lucknow 
would reveal the root cause of this 
and many other aocia] evils which 
have become customary in these 
parts. The trains of the north east¬ 
ern railway ply on perhaps the long¬ 
est rakes in India. Tney carry more 
passengers, induding children and 
women with sucklings in arms, on 
the roM of the coaches than witbin 
the m. The armed police guards 
and TTEa aro mostly busy extorting 
bribes from girf traffickers, vendors 
and hawkers, who infest these trains. 
Countless commuters have been kiU- 


avoid pollution? 

Rajesh Verma, Gatiytok. Sikkim 

IT IS high time that the perfonnanoe 
of the Department of Atomic Energy 
was subject to surveillance and' 
polidng regularly by an independeat 
body and the evaluations of 
power plants ami heavy water ploiUa 
were made availalte to the pobUc. 
The veil of secrecy around onr un¬ 
clear projects is unneoeauuy as the 
technology used is common in ell 
nudear energy-produdag oountriM. 
Protection from the public eye haa 
only helped to produce a lethargic 
and ineffident management wno 
know they ore aofe from cenmira. 

U. Bote, Taltker 

ONE is shocked to note the delay in 
plugging the "pin-hole leaka" at the 
Tarapur plant, which are coating tiw 
nation around Ra five lakha per day. 
The never-ending oo B trov erq r, aa 
narrated Yw Olga Tellis. over the 
handling of the “pte-h^ leaks” only 
reveals how organlaatiosal coaa- 
traints and careeriam I nterfarn to 
the progress of nudear technology. 

V. A. ElatxnhaflOi, Jhiruoaiyeni 


ed after being hit by bridges and 
signalling equipment The aodal 
status of a man in thia reaimi de¬ 
pends cm the numlw of cbBdien his 
wife is credited wMs. It is not sor- 
prising to find even motfaen-iU'law 
competing with their daughters-to- 
law and daughters in produdug ba¬ 
bies. And yet, it is scsadalous for 
these women to come out of their 
houses even to take their children to 
hospital. The idea perhaps is to 
leave women absolutely free from all 
other social responsibilities except 
that of iwinging forth as many girls 
as possible in a lifetime for the in¬ 
dustrious population of Punjab. 
Haryana and Maharashtra. For Iral 
consumption, a girl must carry a 
huge dowry with her. Is there any 
surprise that “Babu Shadiwalas” 
thrive, in these pasta? 

P. S, Rathaur, Baeti 
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fihoba would be very in' 
dependent in her ac* 

_ tions. She would resirt 

anyone who tried to impose on her 
in any way, She would dioose her 
husband without cafina about what 
society said. On a piece of paper, 
now crumpled and soiled (see photo* 
copy), the astrologer wrote: “In your 
life you always crave for affection 
and love and you get terribly upset 
when people ignore or insult you 
even slightly.*’ He also predicted a. 
very successful career after the age 
of 20. 

The character analysis was accu¬ 
rate. And all Uie predictions came 
true. Except one. When she was 
only 18 years and eight months old. 
Shoba. the most briluant rising star 
of the southern screen, was dead. 
Shoba had comm-tt'-d suicido. 

Shoba first faced the cameras at 
the age of three, in order to support 
an impoverished family. Bv the time 
she was ten, she had bagged her first 
□ward: the Kerala state award for a 
memorable performance in a Malaya- 
Inm "Im called Sandoora CheTp/pu. 
By 1980, the early promise had flower¬ 
ed, and Shoba had- the film world 
at her feet. She had reached the 
pinnacle of her profession by winning 
the highest award an actress can get 
in the country, the national award of 
Urvashi, for her portrayal of a warm¬ 
hearted slum siren who is seduced by 
a truck driver and pays for this indis¬ 
cretion with her life. The film was 
called Pasi (The Hunger), and in 
addition to drawing tire praise of 
critics, it also went on to become a 
major commercial hit in cinema-crazy 
Tamil Nadu. 

The moneybag.s, more interested in 
commercial acceptability than artistic 
achievement, started speaking enthu- 
siasticallv about her rcui —luck. Only 
three years ago she was lucky if she 
could get Rs. 20,000 per film; now 
she commanded a price of Rs. 75.000 
per film. And by this time, she bad 
also fallen in love, and secretly mar¬ 
ried, Balu Mahendra, a talented film¬ 
maker who also had a national award, 
in cinematography, to his credit. This 
was the love whidi gave Shoba her 
greatest joy—and finally destroyed 
her. 

The relationship reflected the stor¬ 
my independence and the courage 
that were the hallmarks of Shoba’s 
character. Not only was Balu 
Mahendra, 36, twice her age, he was 
already married and had a ten-year- 
old son. The fiirst time Shoba had 
met Baht sbe had been a phild in 
pigtails, and be an established film¬ 
maker. 

In fact, it was Balu who became a 
kind of guardian of Shoba’s in the 
filmwoyM. and she looked upon him 
as a father. She called him ‘unde’’ 
and even after their relationship had 
stopped being platonic, and they had 
openly told the world that they were 
maa and wife, sbe never stopped cal¬ 
ling him. f'unde”. The affair created 
an upi^h Her Camily obipeted vk>- 
tentlyr A' mss printed 




and mMved from hiff’’^ai; 
wve and pamperiog, the Involvement 
found that the price that society was 
demanding fmr her bamffjness was too 
much. As if to mode btrth the horo¬ 
scope gnd Uiie world, long before her 
twentieth birthday, on May 1. Shoba 
killed herself in the house rented by 
Bahi Just about a month ago for the 
two of them. The initial evidence 
clearly points to a suidde. She ms 
discovered with a pink noose made 
from a sari around her neck; a shred 
of the same cloth was stude to the 
fan hook, and an upturned stool ms 
lying beside her dead. body. 

Shoba committed suicide on the 
very day that her fans and the indus¬ 
try bad kept for felidtgtions for her 
Urvashi award. Her suidde note 
was in English, a language which 
Balu taught the unschooled (her 
family dedded that she must work 
rather than go to school) Shoba. The 
note said: “Uncle, sorry for every¬ 
thing. I am responsible for my 
death.’’ And it was signed Shoba 
Mahendra—a title which she never 
used since she could not. as sire was 
not legally married to Balu Mahen- 
dra yet. 

N May I, K. P. Monuu 
had dropped in to sec 
Shoba in her new home. 
In fact, he was waiting 
outside her bedroom, 
thinking She was stiil asleep and not 
warning to wake her up. while in- 
.skic she was ending her life. “I 
could hear music filtering through 
the closed door and I thought how 
careless it was of her to go to sleep 
with the tape running,’’ remembers 
Menon. When the door still remain¬ 
ed closed after an hour’s waiting, 
Menon asked the maid Vasanthi why 
Shoba was sleeping so late that day. 
The maid replied that perhaps Shoba 
did not get much sleep the jnrevious 
night as she was crying and weeping 
till threo in the morniug. Had there 
been any tiff with Balu? Menon ask¬ 
ed. The maid only said that they had 
“some discussions’’ before Balu left 
to spend the night with AkSa, his 
first wife. 

Menon decided to wake bis daugh¬ 
ter up. He banged at the door and 
called out, “Shoba, wake up. Today 
is the first day of the month. Your 
father is here, as usual.” The only 
response was sience. Menon was 
worried now. Thinking that his dau¬ 
ghter was upset because Balu had 
spent the night with Akila, be deci¬ 
ded to look for Balu and bring him 
along to pacify his daughter. He 
went out to the studios, but after a 
futile two-hour seards, he came back. 
The bedroom door was still shut. He 
began banging the door repeatedly 
in an effort to wake up Shoba. Balu . 
eventually arrived around one thirty 
in the afternoon, kfenon told him 
that Shoba was not opening her door. 
Balu went swiftly towards the bed¬ 
room and called out, “Ammu (that 
was what he called her), this is me. 
your Raja. Open up. Pro starving.” 

Once again, silence. Ify this time, 
both Menon and Bain Ml beaMne 
jittery. Even the bedroom yMtoiits 


■'r£ 


insi^;... 

Bahi fished om e itami wfrlvcr from.' 
somewbm, and driving it throaifliL -^ 
windtws managed to oiw -i 
It. Sb^ was tying prostrate on thg .; 
foor. in a mBow and matdhtag ^ 
ghngra, ’’S^l Melion!” - 

scream^, “she is lyi^ oii the flo^. 
But neither of them really thought 
ste was dead; first reaction whs ^ 
that she had fainted. 

Ilie battering ram that Balu oi 
rauld Sod was a huge grindstone, and; 
picked it up and began hitting the < 

as Balu shook the bodv. he knew ft 
was all over. “Stfll,” he tokl us, ’t ■ 
was hoping against hope. Surely, 
somehow Ammu couM M Iwought 
She had always b^.so* 
full of life.” It was an impossilfle . 
hope. ^ 

Balu went to the biggest poUce . 
station in the area, on Mount Road.; 
to report what had happened. While ' 
he was enmeshed in the procedural ■ 
wangle there, Menon sat Wde the 
body of his daughter like a druggid 
man, hdding Shoba's feet. “I just * 
dUn’t know what to do. Somehow t 
did manage to caJl my wife. My voit* - 
sounded so distmted to her that ste 
could not recognise it till 1 toW hci* 

I was her husband, her doughterW ' 
father, . says Menon. Shoba's mother 
Prema came immediately with her 
friends and relatives. Jyothi, Shoba’s 
younger brother, went to AkOa’s 
house. *T went there to look for 











V( n 

pyKJenn lur 
tlgdiii t llilii 

reason loi the 


I" plains. But Balu ai 
JyothI tfareatened Aldla Wl 

■L. r®!** Mahendra returned to SJho- 
I W s houre at about three In the after 
® police van The street was 
prunmiaK with people, and if he was 
Uprehensive about bis personal safe- 
ty, ™n his apprehensions were jus- 
to the abuse that 
^oba s family, particularly her mo 
tMr, had heaped on him and the 
Press Slones which painted him as a 
§Wy cradle snatcher the piopit im 
mediately begun to susptct him of 
murder and rilusid M accept the 
suicide them > (When the post nior 
tem phcis th( tom ot SliobiS death 
It can easily b< venliid whethti Balu 
was with htt or not during that pi 
nod, and this was oin night whirh 
Balu had not peut vsit'i Shobi) But 
some among tin nowd shoutid “kiOl 
er" when Hey mw Balu And Prema 
Snobs) tiioiliti who wis nlwdys bit 
tei aboui thi m m who stoli hi i rno 
ney< unnif' dm htu iwiy from hci 
IS equ ii|y i h. i.ient that this w is no 
sauide My d lughti i I’uiiia s [S'- 
“wa< not 1 . (i\\ ird ind only i owards 

(OITinilt UK nil 

ion pen ts to ha.e the 
this SI nous charge 
Sill Ihniks that thi 
inuiilii was that sh* 
TOUld not iTiiot till fiiiiniiil di minds 
W'lng mull on hir bv Bilii Ilii* sui 
(ide noti sin fei I is a taki as it 
** *•'(•011! ‘“iiouj M ilienclra a n ime 
whiih sboba <lid not usi iiorni illy 
And sill thinks lint ivin by i,tanil 
mg On till siooH Stiob 1 could not 
have leiclnd the Ian hook fionj 
^nicn slu s)l]( haiig<Hi hprself 

md nciihei’ hei eyeballs nor her ton 
BUe wcii protiuding Hi 1 charge 
again t the polae was why vv is tlu 

f ustinortem esmdutted in such haste' 
enmdiv although Shoba was a 
Chiistiin why was she cremated in 
ktead oi lM>ing buried' Primia also 
actu id B ju of keeping Shoba away 
from Inn lalivi s (Bain’s ver ion is 
dill* I lilt sei folliminc story) and 
she 11 limed that she h id a letter from 
5-nob shoitlv betore hei death in 
yshuf shohi hid alligidly said that 
s'l;^ V mt hippy with Balu 

itii r 111 •]' physician of the Mi¬ 
n' n* 1) (Mis) Kaniianitni Roosevelt 
who aJom' with Di R,<rf Viiayain 
acroirpiogd Prema to Shoba s house 
aft-'c the news ot the death has some 
doubt about thi suicide thtoi"v too 
She told us Sliob I s body was cei 
tamly Ivtng 0 i tl.v liom but quite a 
di>l iiiei I'll It tin hook Mv unpies 
* 1 ^" tl’d it could list) have bei ti 
St-iiiMiniK e sliiibis lather, the 
Ir.m soH ookin K P Menon did 
not gii into these I'ontroveisies, in 
diyed, he ga'p us the impressmn that 
he tended to concur with the police 
theory of a suicide 


S IN hfe so m death 
Shoba had to be in the 
eye of the storm She 
was bom in an incoii 
soiaious nuising home in 
Madras on Siptcrab'r 1961 to K 
P M'-noii v\los< pietiusions did not 
quite mit 'a up to his inipovoi ished 
status and PK'ma a small time 
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actres*. Mmos's -daims were rejtel: 
“Look, my father’s brother-in-law is 
a direct descendant of the Maharajas 
of Calicut”. But he was a drifter 
who eloped with Prema after a mne- 
month courtship, abandoning his legal 
wife, his four children, and his auto¬ 
mobile spare parts shop in Coimbatore 
to settle down in Madras in 1959. 
Shoba grew up in an environment 
where she constantly felt vulnerable 
and insecure. 

She was first sent to the classy 
Church Park Convent, but before she 
had reached the hfth standard she 
was withdrawn from school to earn 
the bread for the family with her 
talents in front of the camera—and 
she had a host of relatives and hang 
ers^in to feed At a time when 
children are supposed to be busy with 
their arithmetic Shoba was shuttling 
from one studio to another chaperon 
cd by her mother, looking for woik 
And for a very inton sting reason 
her father would not allow her 
mother to work in films any longer' 
From the age of thiie Shobi has 
been the goose which laid the golden 
iggs for the Mcnons 

Perhaps out of i sensi of guilt 
her lather oiiisionallv fiied to sind 
hei back to school , although the 
mother always wanted her to con¬ 
tinue working Once he put his foot 
down and made Shoba refuse an offci 
to ait in 1 lillm callid Poom Pata 
Shobi’s rep!ao'’ment walked off with 
an award and Shobi’s mother never 
forgave the f ither for tins “Prema 
would always sav that I had deprived 
my daughter of the prize” Mi non 
recalls The viry next year, how 
ever Shoba "Won thit state award for 
.mother him "Thank God she did so ” 
recalls Men*'n “Aft''r that I lUSt 
wthdrew letting Prema have her 
way” Having tiied and failed in sue 
rcssivc businesses Menon gradually 
faded into the background and 
Prema zealously pursued her ambi 
tioii of making her daughter a money 
spinner 

When Balu Mahendra already a 
cekbrity. came Into the life of this 
lonely, fantasy-struck child, he in 
stantly won her affection and tiust 
He was the kind of father that Sobha 
was looking for brilliant tender, 
affectionate And as she grew up 
and felt the need to confide in some 
one it was Balu she turned to Her 
own father had left for a small |ob 
in Dubai in 1976 Fventually, Balu 
the friend philosopher and guide 
also became a lover They fell des 
pcratelv in love with each other 
For a whili Balu was .1 Santa Claus 
foi the Mcnons “When he came to 
our house one day with an advance of 
Rs 1 000 to sign Shoba For his maiden 
dii<(tnri,il venture Koktia, we were 
so thrilled,” lenlls Shoba’s uncle 
Jvothi “Wc wire really in a bad 
shape and wc were glad to be associat- 
rd with a celebrity who sought to 
father' Shoba That day we made 
shoba touch his feet in gratitude. The 
father, Menon, remembers that after 
the launching of Koktia Balu had 
written to him in Dubai saying that 


Ptrturev of Shoba as a child star ^ 




k AllW M« iwMy iWift 
MM wai M oud> t daiuAter to Bain 
«■ HM ««8 to Menofl. 

"Bala pampered ber beyond UmitSt 
bnylu doBst cbocoUtes and books, 
feedinf her, amnalni her all the time. 
Then nor Matted gmiig to late ahows, 
aKhopgb Shoba was always accom¬ 
panied by at least one member of 
the famiv,” dyothi recalled But ta 
th>' time the Tamil bit Mut'etn 
Moiorum was released in 1979, one 
could beain to hear the wisecradcs in 
the studios: Give Balu a picture and 
he will cast Shoba in it. Newspsprra 
started dropping salacious hitttl 
Shoba’s mother Prema claims that the 
first time tiiey began to suspect a 
relationship other than platoolc 
between Shoba and Balu was when 
she returned from a shooting stint for 
Athtuiiia Katangal And one day 
Prema’s sister accidentally saw Balu 
patting vermilion on Shoba’s head. 

One day Shoba was summoned from 
the studios under the pretext that her 
mother Prema was seriously ill 
Prema was perfectly healthy, but 
Shoba found Bahi’* viife Akila there 
sobbing. “My bpsbmid,” said Ak(te 
“told me last night that he marrisd 
you at Tnchy.” “Adhe . ’’ repBed 
Shoba, meaning yes. and showed i 
chain around h^r nock as proof. 
Prema tore the chain away and went 
into hysterics. After that. Prema 
made every effort, particularly ^ 
chological, to break the relationship. 

And of course, lurid stories spread 
about Balu and Shoba. The couple 
began getting shunned; they were 
losing the few friends that they had. 
But the thing that Shoba feared most 
was losing Balu, who bad become 
her whole life. Under pressure from 
everyone else, she clung even more 
firmly to him. On several occasions 
some of her relatives threatened to 
harm Balu. Her invariable reply was, 
"Don’t do it ..if you do so I will kill 
myself 

Hou^d by society, abuKd by her 
family and other self-proclainwd 
guardians of morality, ridiculed by 
the Press and misunderstood by her 
own parents, Shoba eventually lump¬ 
ed off the edge of the predplm 
which her hfe had become. 

One question which seems baffUng 
is why her parents objected so mudi 
to the Spbha-Balu affair. Money could 
not be the only reason. After all, they, 
themselyps had eloped, and Menon 
had deaehed n wife and four ^Mrap 
to marry Prema Then why? "Be¬ 
cause,’’ replied Menon. “I am wiser 
after the event. Today, m.v diildren 
by my first marriage hate me. I did 
{not want this to happen to Shoba. 
'She too asked me the same question. 
<My reply was that 99 per cent of 
such marriages end up in a mess. 
Shoba then said *1 will be among the 
one per cent whidi succeeds”’ 

In the end shh didn’t give herself 
the chance to prove that statement 
On the piece of paper on which bei 
future had been written by the astro¬ 
loger, Balu had scribbled his own pre 
dictioni “After some years you Will 
slowh forget your Bahi uncle That 
will be the saddest day for bim." 

Shoba did not forget her Balui 
uncle, M 
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Bahiihblovestory 


‘DID BAI L MAUI NDKfX KILL 
SHOBArreatnf<l the- heaithnc tn 
a latriil nf'M.sjxipt r The irddltf- 
snaltfn t hu'' Lui tml a nuinuit ' i/i tlrd 
a pi r on jintn iln fopttlhj qu/ioenif 
irnwiJ bijou’ <i siatfo tjuil tmi/ tn 
K k Nditi tn cPiiLral Madras, 
whni’ Miobu Iikj '.prt aili aqlwl on 
tlir limn ol hit bnUootn Dead 
He) 11 >lh( r, I'll mu 4f /( umi d, mur 
di }, mo I < 11 tain ' 

Baht Muhtndra qruduuli d tn phy 
siCi, bui Ills loin' liri* the iiruma took 
hint lo the I’nona I dm Imtilutv, 
uheri ht' i riih d up unlh lie ijold 
mcihil II DM (j 111 soon bciamc one 
oj till on st aiiUiiowd (tnr/oaftv/ra- 
ihii I, till II nitty and in D>7!) he 
won till tnilioiuil auarij He aLso 
'ilahl 'nil It ipulaluni as a mttet 


dm (lot eauor tn southern films, and 
at the arje of 36 he had beiome very 
suiiisslul indeid 

But lor the last couple of yevrs, 
ht.s hue affatr with Shoba, who was 
ic„s than halt his aqe, had created a 
siandal in the South Mahendru 
was aLn ady a man ted man, u/tth a 
(hild by hfcs Itrsl wife He had ftfSt 
irti t shoba when he was already a 
iuiii'ssfitl Itlmmake'r and she was 
lust a I laid m plaps She used lo 
lull him ‘uncle', ami she did not stop 
lalltny him ‘uncle’ mien after Iherr 
fitiniLshtp hud turned mto love, arid 
Ihiy had opinly del lured that they 
wcie now Itvtnq as man and unfe 
But the SI 11-appointed quardians of 
morality cried imest Shoba’s family 
refused lo adept him, arnonq other 


ihmqs, if Shoba wemt ahead and of ft 
I tally married htm, they would lose 
control over the mcome which Shoba 
was brtrtqmq tn. I he tension finally 
proif'ti loo much far Shoba lo bear 
Shocked, qrieved, and fearful of 
physical reprisals Balu (BM to hts 
few friends) went mto hidinq at fus 
cimstn’s house m Mylapore after 
Shaba's suicide SUNDAY finally 
caught up unth htm at producer 
Harry Pothen’s office on May 5, and 
Balu told his story durtrui a lonq five- 
hour chat It was the first time that 
he was lellmq it, and the •emotion 
and anguish of a tormented man 
who had lost the person he loved 
more 'han hts life, will be evident 
to thi reader. Here ts hts love 
story, m hts own words 


Tim 


\1\ III t l( I'lilkiliiuilb ul 

yt,i Hill Itwil was what 1 
t ih ii Shoba oai was 
v\.iH '•111 loved lo be oili 
«d IS ol .1 punv iittii (iiil 
daii'liii lioiii iiip am ot i iiiuuiK. 
tiai <\((iiiiv liKiid at Asi okiiuKai 
oUP< 1.1'a ki t w ly aak id Ibil S nu- 
bow . Jell I had known in i loi 
Vea. (. ai 1 u»i‘ her th< ek I said 
il< 1) Sin aiivwu d Ml 111! until 
lint nilly, i lapiiuii w is estaulisiied 
Altii diobi . 1 niiiiv move i lo tj.o 
.luil m ^l lo 111 / l(^IU(ln( 111 A-iiiuk 
iiai a vvhtni mi I passed tin siuel 
sin V. aim (.oiin iuiiiui|> to tin i;aie 
iiH uniu(. Ill tiinli I was tiicn 
wixknui on a piopit with dmnor 
Uhaia an and wiito I’adainaiaia iui 
the iiliniiip ol lialhi isni.iuham, a 
story ol the spsuai awaKt niai' of a 
Hill Ibe v< ar IBU but wno 
would play Iht ron of tlie ’ i>n 
meuia'ely Aiinnu eaiiu to n v nund 
1 u Lii uiciutd to umnitake a 
scieti) test ot Sobna Dressed in a 
gwuiuus sane and made up heavily 
on bei face, she came to Bnaratan s 
office one afanioon with her 
mother f’leina toi the test "Wipi' 
your lace dean 1 toid Ainmu To 
date, f have not exposed a single 
frame on a character wcunng make¬ 
up Years lalci, Ainmu tuid me that 
she was very cross with me on that 
day ‘I thought, you were a nut or 
a take ui both’ she tonfessiHl But 
when I saw her for the hist time 
through the tenses 1 was stunned by 
the strutturc the mobility and the 
akav on her iuce So enchanted was 
T, SO overwhelmed that 1 hed on for 
quite some time fjcfore clicking the 
shutter The tests came out veiy 
well 1 told her “You arc going 
to be a great artiste She was 
thrilled "Uncle do you rially be 
lievo It ’’ , she asked nenousiy Yes 
1 really did 

But. Rathx Nmvedham never got 
started the way we had visuihscd it 
onginally (SubsequentIv a drastically 
altered version was released uiidei 
the tillle ‘Ihe Sexy Dreams’ in places 
outside Keiala without either me oi 
14 



Shoba m it) Both ol us, boWcvei, 
landed a job soon m a Telugu him. 
laram Mararuit‘ which took us to a 
remote Andhra village Then came 
the devastating cyclone, and we were 
marooned in an abandoned house. 
Here, Shoba became very attached 
to me She would always be near 
me Would not eat without me Ask 
all sorts of questions Drag me out 
to show me a tmy htsfle flower or a 
flock of birds ot the patterns of 
clouds in the sky I had to laugh 
when she laughed , pamper her when 
she sulked 

Dining oui next shooting scheduQo, 
at Muthiald Palace in Vijaywada 
Shoba and I walked along the banks 
of the nver Krishna, and .sat on 
verdant fields watcning monkeys for 
houis When the colours changed n 
the sky, Ammu would say “Look, 
undle. It IS going to be orange now” 
‘No, it IS going to be CTimson,” I 
would reply Waiching the drifting 
clouds she would turn and say . 
“Uncle, It's a rabbit” To me perhaps 
It might look more like a deer We 


had already become so veiy depend 
ent on each other 

When the shooting concluded, 1 
realised that this girl was one of the 
finest talents on the Indian screen, 
and 1 thought it was my obligation 
to nourish her bring th< best out of 
her and, above all, prevent her from 
straying into the snakepit that the 
movie business is Both of us also 
felt that we could not live without 
each iKher. But, believe me when 1 
.say that then I loved her like she 
was my elder daughter—an elder 
sister to my son Gawrishankai Thcic 
was absolutely nothing else at that 
stuge 

When I found out that she had 
stopped going to school and her pri 
vdfc tuition had been discontinued. I 
thought I would become her teacher, 
1 toid her that it was not enough to 
become an actress, even a successful 
one 1 wanted her to be a fully 
rounded person, educated, aiticulaie. 
well mannered and not just a woman 
selling her lace or the bust or body 
“One does not aeguve class or cha¬ 
racter, one IS bom with them You 
are bora witb class and must there¬ 
fore ensure that you grow up with 
it,” I told her one day as she sac be- 
fwe me scanning the history book I 
had purchased tor her Not just his¬ 
tory, 1 introduced her to the English 
language, to the hction and folklore 
of various places, geography, politics, 
films, art, theatre, and fasnion She 
used to talk loudly I told her that 
decent ladies talked clearly, defini¬ 
tely and softly After tfaait, she never 
ever tidked loudly. She picked up 
enough Englisb to develop an inte¬ 
rest in papei backs and western pop 
music Not yei sixteen, she was 
already blossoming 

It was then that I dccaied to do 
a Kannada him —Kokila with Kamal- 
tiasan (who is the Amitabh Bacbeban 
of the South) and Shoba Tne script 
caBed for a healthier heroine, and 
Ainmu was so fragile To find out 
if she would physically match the 
character, I decidod to take a few 
sthls. The results excellent, 



bave bad ca$t her anyway. Ammii 
was nervous about it. "Maybe you 
should find someone eOse. This is 
your first directorial venture, and I 
don% want to let you down.” she 
said, "fto, not even for the fortunes 
of Kina Solomon." 1 replied. 

KoIcm was also Shoba’s introduc¬ 
tion to film production. I felt that 
an actress must know her medium' 
well and I started teaching her all 
that I fleamt at the Poona Film In¬ 
stitute. Soon Shoba knew all there 
was to know about the theoretical 
aspect of filmmaking. And, between 
us there developed an intense and 
intimate kind of relationship, without 
it being physical. We could oven 
hear the music in silence. 

Wc were thrown together again in 
a 'Tamil film, Mullam Malarwn 
(Flower and the Thom) which was 
shot mostly at Sringeri. One day. 
while we wore driving to the locution, 
our driver missed the turn in a dense 
fug and wc got lost. As we waited 
for the fog to clear, Aniniu suddenly' 
clutched mv arm and begged : 
“Uncle. Qet’s stay here, lad’s not get 
back anywhere”. I wushed we could. 

W© had iiflrcadv begun thinking of 
each other ns each other’s shaduw.s. 
She became my motivation for all 
my rreativo efforts. And .she wa.s also 
one of my severest critics. But when-, 
ever I did a good job she would 
come to me, and tell me in inv cars: 
“Uncle, you are great’’. Her education 
in lilm-making also continued, 
uy tne tune me tiliu had bfecu cum- 
pKieu, Aiimiu iioo acguireu enough 
OApuriiSe \u direct a umi coinpcmiiii^ 
eiiii.i,>iiiuy iuw luuepeiiueutiy. Ihc 
1 ciuon sue OKI nut was it wuuid have 
had hampered her career as an uct- 
less. 


T was during the show¬ 
ing 01 MuiMvon tm 
uu^aru, a telugu him 
luai a new kind ot reia- 

_tionsbip blos-uniud spoii- 

taneuuJly teiween us. liiitiaii.v, wc 
were ready disiui'Ui>d. I was a mar¬ 
ried man wim a emid. I had been 
te.iiog alt vhe woriu that Aimnu was 
my daughier. How woiiid 1 now say 
sumecuing else/ How would our 
families react'/ Those were truuma- 
lic days. rinoHly we dixioed. to hell 
witn wuat others thought. What 
muitered most was us. However, wc 
agreed tuat wc would not break up 
miybuuy or anything. 

it was love and adoration ut an 
intense kind. No niun or woman 
t'oiild love each uthtM- iis much os we 
dkl. 'To her I was the universe. To 
me she was iny soul, tny breath, iny 
exi.>laia>. By this time, sly rumours 
had started circulating; people were 
itmjurlRg up lurid dreams about us. 
Suine ut It readied goaslpcoiuiiins. 

Our next venture together was a 
Ma.i,yalam Min Ul Kauai- She In- 
aimed that every iiioming and even¬ 
ing t should pfay with her fur at least 
ten minutes In the ^jarubm In her 
twuse. During on© of those prwer^ 
on© morning, she heW niy hand gua 
nittttered: “In the name of Curu- 
vyappa, 1 take my uncle as my every- 



Hhoba's bereavei mother, Prmo 


■■•ling—father, mother, husband. Never 
Will we be separated. Never ever", f 
also felt that way. '‘Atimiu,’’ 1 told 
her, '1 am yours forever '. We knew 
in our hearts that our souls had 
merged. 

Meanwhile, the rumour mills, fuel¬ 
led by persistent claims from Shuba’s 
tamily tliat our reiotiuaship w,u> that 
1)1 a fi.tiier and daughter, wont on 
spinning out stories ut an incestuous 
n iationshiip. We were- in a dilemma. 
.Snuuul we publidly icll the truth and 
sr-utch the ruinoiirs',) f'inadlv, we de¬ 
cided we noeiled .i little more time 
to prepare o iiiselve.s. __ 

On the niHs of Aziatba Kolangal ( The 
Balu Mti/imuh'd wax the dirt'rtur and 



K, P. Menon, Shoba’s father 


(tesiues we wore looking forward 
to working togetlier in a T.irail film 
Haratiiellam Sttanbag<ipi)oa (Purest 
ot Mowers), and thei'e was the lurk¬ 
ing tear that it we e.inie out with the 
tiuth. our chances might be jeoiwr 
oisrHi. Uitiniately we tvuld not make 
tins i.ilni bix\.n.se only tliiw weeks 
btdoiv the .sluMuing w.ls to ifiari the 
protiueer warned the hero PrStap 
I'otlien to bt' replaiXHi. I told him 
1 that would rathei siH,*k ano.her pro- 
jeei, .mother producer than change 
t'utiien. 1 had notning else m parti- 
rtiiar in mmd. But I knew that 
I nneit l..uiu~n .i puMoet on July 1. 

/Hconiplefe Meltnlnv) 

Shoba. the usstKiatr airrrtor 
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Shoba’s horoscope. On it Bahi had scrawled: "Someday you util forget 
your Balu unde, and that will be the saddest day for him” _ 
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19/9, tbe date tixed for the laancb- 
inj? ot the ^hanotmuppoo. Tnrough 
a Inena 1 approacuea the producer 
Gowruinankar. Wou.d he like me to 
uo a mm for him? ‘What's ihc 
J script ?" he asked. I said I did not 
have any, but 1 had dates front Snoba 
and l-ratap. 

Umi'iiik one. of those idle evenings' 
when I W.XS talking about iny chdd- 
hood memories, Amrnu cxciaimcd: 

‘ tittle, why oont you make a him 
on ti”. Yes, 1 wouid. Immediately. 
1 sat down to write the script. And, 
that was how Azialha Koutngal (ihe 
Int'ompleU; Melodies) was conceived. 

Ill ttie last week of June, 1979, 
Shobu was out .showing at a village 
ill 'Irichy lor a Tamili him SahhoMtht 
(llic Uiiiei Wife). 1 was not working 
in that iiliii But one day,f just 
diopped into the village to see how 
.she was doing. It suddenly sti'uek 
me that we cxiuid also shoot 
our him Aztalha Kolangai in this 
veiy vill.ige. Aminu stayed on as I 
returned to Madras to organi.se my 
unit tor the shooting. We joined 
her ui the village on June 30. That 
evening, Aminu tofld me : “Uncle. I 
would like you to marry me at the. 
village temple, tie a lhalt (.sacred 
thread) around niv neck. I will feel' 
more .sate lh.it way’’. 

The nett day. July 1, wc woke up 


early, bathed and went to the village 
temple. There I tied the sacred 
chain around her neck and we told 
each other that from now onward 
wc were man and wife. She touched 
my te<t murmuring: “1 am yours, 
yours and your-s ”. I echoed the same 
sentiments. A few others too had 
come along with us. Among them 
W.XS Jyothi (ITeina’s younger brother). 


But none of them cou.d guess what 
was going on. For, whenever we 
initiated a film. I would present her 
a gift and she would acknowledge it 
by touching my feet. 

The ceremonies over, the shooting 
-s'tartcd. When 1 told Ammu that 
she was formally the Associate Direc¬ 
tor she glowed with happiness. She 
wa.s always involved. She wouOd 
now touch my arm, then stroke mv 
hair. At times I would flare up. 
"Look, don’t disturb me", “^rry, 
sorry.’’ she would say, clinging to me 
even more firmly. 

Y NOW, Shoba’s family 
was aware of our deep 
attachment to each other, 
and was upset because 
they could see that they 
were losing Shoba. who was the sole 
bread earner. Her mother, Prema, 
would caution her against becoming 
too intimate with me. To this her 
reply, invariably, would be, “Mummy, 
if you a.sk me to run nude all over 
Madras, I will do so. but don’t tear 
me apart from my unde’’. At tbn 
point, we decided that we should 
make a dean breast of tbe truth to 
our families. We told both our 
families that we were already mar¬ 
ried, emphasising that we were not 
going to disown our obUgations to 
them. 

They did not understand us. Later, 
though, my wife recondled herseflf 
to this. “I do not approve of the 
arrangement. But I do not know how 
I can .stop it. I have been your wife 
fur eleven years. Only see that you 
do not leave us, do not starve us,’’ 
she said. I would not. But, Sboba's 
iamily, espedally her mother, was 
more difficult. For them 1 was a 
sceurge, a cancer. Neverthetesa, 1 
went to Shoba’s place every day to 
spend most of my time there. To 
me it was Ammu’s house. And 90 I . 
did not mind the insults. 

As we were preparing for our next 
Tamil movie, Moodu Pmi (The Mist), 
we felt that our families were hop¬ 
ing that somehow someday we wonld 
break up. To underline ^at we 
would not, we thought, we must 
make a puMic announcement M onr 
relationship. On January 1980. ,jn 


Prema's allegations 


-lESPlTF, Slioba’s moth¬ 
er’s repeated claims 
that her daughter vvas 
murdored, the police 

_inclined to go by the 

suicide theory. The coroner’s ver¬ 
dict was death hv hanging and 

though Prema claims that Shoba’s 
eyes were not open and her tongue 
was not protruding, it is evident 
from some of the pictures taken 
cailier that Shoba’s eves were In¬ 
deed half open and the tongue was 
protruding slightly. It is Quite likelv 
that Shoba’s father closed the eyes 
when Balu rushed to the police 
.station and Prema herself has 
admitted that she touched the 
boi’v ti' remove the mangal sutro 
chain. So it isn’t surprising th 
the body was not found righ 
under the fan hook. 

Prema claims that Balu borrow¬ 
ed heavily from film indus^v 
people and he owed considerable 
amount of money to people but this 
corrc.s)M)odent could not find any¬ 
body ill the industry who support¬ 
ed Prema's views. Balu Mahendra 
is reputed to be a moody and 
difficult person but he hasn’t been- 
accused of extravagant spending, 
gambling or drinking. In fact his 
producers vouch for his spartan 
existcmcc as testified by Gowri- 
phoukar of Devi Films who pro¬ 
duced his Azhiaiha Kolangai. 

Brema’s belief that Balu Mahen- 
dis used to beat his wife on the 
road outside tbsir new house also 
seoms absurd. Incidentally citv 


police have received a note, which 
was purported to be written by 
Shoba, one full week after her 
death. Prema claims that she saw 
,in Alfred Hitchcock collection of 
stories in Shoba’s bedroom: “Some¬ 
body read the book and murdered 
rny daughter. However 

Pratap Pothen says that he had 
given tbe book to Shoba 

Among the titles on the 
shelf in the bedroom there was 
Murder : And How To Esca^ 
Murder. 

Much has been made of the Rs 
10,000 Shoba received from a film 
producer around April 30. Prema 
has made a big issue of the miss¬ 
ing money. According to Balu the 
police took the briefcase contain¬ 
ing tbe money and other notes 
and after glancing through thcid 
handed it over to him. Balu wants 
to return tbe money to the pr- 
ducer concerned despite Fren»’s 
claims that he has no claim to 
Shoha’s money and property. Say^\ 
Balu: “All I want of Doha’s are 
a few souvenirs. She used to keep 
a rosary attadied to hor Mv and 
used to carry a ring my name 
on it. I want those items and if 
possible a set of Clothes wkidr 
are not washed. I want to presorvei 
them* in her sacred memory. The 
parents are welcome to tedee what¬ 
ever holongs to her otberwise**. 

To set at rest all specidatkms 
the Tamilnadn Governor PtabhU- 
d.^s Patwari ordered i full-scale 
probe Into the mattm* ep 9 , 4 " 







tttortiia#. I wci^ww ■ AiHintt’ m 
the ndtwav atatfbn. She was retunv 
inff from an outdoor sbootinff in 
Calcutta. We drove witb her father 
to her iriaae. t was in a hurry to go 
to the Gemini studios for the record¬ 
ing of a song that would launch our 
preject Mooag k’ani formally. Amniu 
said that she would allso come. After 
u quick wash and change sne hopped 
into my car with one of her aunts, 
Hema. ffven at this point we were 
nut conteipplating making .a public 
announcement atwut our marriage. 
But a remark, “now or never." 
from a new'Sman at Gemini made up 
our minds.We asked some new.smen 
toi* lunen at Hotel Chula. ‘ But be¬ 
fore that," I toid them, “I st'ok your 
forgiveness for telling vou all these 
>oars that we were uncie and 
niece. Yes. for a time wc were. But 
now wc are man and wife. Pflcasc.” 
I said, ‘‘have sympathy for us”. But, 
apparently, many did not. tor the 
journalisLs blew up the event to pro¬ 
vide the juiciest scandal story ot the 
day. 

I’or the next two days we lived 
in Chola. On the evening of .lanuary 
24, before leaving for Bangalore, I 
drove Ammu to her house so that 
.-.he could inform her family mem¬ 
bers that she was going out. “We 
owe it to them," I said. She went 
in as I sat in the drawing room out¬ 
side. with her family members 
occasiunallv popping out to gape and 
frown at me. The ordeal was over 
in ten minutes when Shoba came 
out of her mother's room. 

We shot in Bangalore for five days, 
between January 25 and 30. But 
midway, Ammu had to rush back to 
Madras for a day’s patchwork But 
where'would she stay in Madras'/ 
Staving in a hotel une.scortcd was 
out ot question. Staying with triends 
could inspire fresh rumouis. 1 sug 
gested that she should go to her 
parents' homsc. She agreed reluc'laiil- 
ly. Later, she toid me that the recep- 
tkm was very lavish but artificial. 
“I was feeling suffocated there.” she 
said. “We will prove by our conduct 
that we have not come together for 
cheap sexual pleasure or for money. 
Reason must triumph," I consoled her 

Vvnen we returned to Madras on 
January 31, 1 again drove her to her 
house. She would not go. “I’lcasc^. 
uncle, don’t leave me there. Find a 
house. I don’t mind even if it is just 
a bare room without anv kKchon ur 
privacy," she cried. But a good place 
is not easy to find. So, wc sufiered 
the insults and the humiliations, 
and she stayed at her parents' place 

One day 1 brouniit Ammu home 
at around 11.30 p.m. Our normal 
routine was that after I had reach¬ 
ed Ammu home she would have a 
we.sh and a change and then sit on 
the steps witb me. talking fmr an- 
oiner toirty ralnues or so before we 
kissed goodbye. But, on that day 
she came out almost as soon as she 
had gone hi. She just put her head 
on my shoulders and started crying. 
“Unc^e, I have taken some tablets. 

I am going to die.” she said. Immedi¬ 
ately, we took her to the eminent 
physician of the dty. Or Parimalam, 


sou « ramtt' ngau s paufarcQ. 
Annadurai. Ilieie we dl^vered that 
there was nothing to worry about. 
Ncvcrtheloss, she certainly was going 
ihrougn a state tension. 

After our return from Bangalore 
we found out that all but Rs 500 of 
her bank balance bad been taken 
away. Before her departure she 
said, she had left a few signed 
blank cheques at her place so that 
in case of emergency the family mem¬ 
bers Lxiuld use them. Ammu was 
furious. For, we had already decided 
uinung oursdlvi^ that half of her 
iiu-omc should go to her family. Wc 
should try to ascertain how much 
money was required to run her 
household, and perhaps we could add 
iiiiother one thousand to it and send 
the amount to Menon every month. 

I said. But when she wanted to know 
what were the usual family expeas¬ 
es. her mother flarcxl up. ‘'Why do 
you ask for an account now'/ Never 
before did you ask for it,” her 
mother said. Ammu replied: "Now 
that I’m married, my husband must 
know what f do with my money." 
“Husband ? Marriage? Who says you 
are married?" Prema shot back. To 
this Ammu’s aaswer was; “Mummy, 
what do you know of marriage?'’. 
She did say a few other things 
which (aiinot be repeated. The gulf 
had widened when Prema had torn 
the tJuUi from Ammu’s neck after 
she had exhibited this as evidence 
of h’f marriage a few months ago. 
Now the breach was complete. Ammu 
left the hou.se with just the saree 
.she was wearing. We rented u room 
ut the Hotel Atlantic. 

FTKK a couple of days 
she went back to her 
place to ask for some 
of her jewelleries she 

_needed tor maintaining 

the continuity in Moodu I'ani. I'hey 
are in the bank and aie not immedi¬ 
ately available," Prema told her. 
For a moment she stood there on 
the doorsteps frozen. Then walked 
out on to the road sweariug ucver 
to sec her mother again. She never 
did again. 

On April 1, when we heard that 
Shoba bad bagged the nationail 
award, we did not bciiove. at first. 
But when wc got coniuniation from 
an editor friend, we lifted Ammu 
high, hugged her, kissed her and 
wept. When 1 was in Delhi in 1978 
In collect my national award, .somc- 
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body had told me that it I made a 
wish belore the torch ut the India 
Gate, it would be fulliHied. My wish: 
a national award for my Ammu In 
1980. 

That very evening, there was a 
Press preview tor the release of 
Koktla — in Madras. But nobody 
bothered to invite us there. So, we 
thought, wc would have the evening 
all by ourselves dining out and view¬ 
ing a speciall projection of the film, 
Kujt Em Kanmani (Raji. My Sweet¬ 
heart) at the Gemini. We also found 
a plate foi' oursedves where we 
moved in on April 2. For the first 
seven or eight days I stayed most 
of the time with Shoba so that she 
did not feel lonely. Once in a while 
I woulld go to niv old place to see 
my first wife Akiila and the son. 
But when Akila fell ill, I told Ammu 
that I would shuttle between the 
two houses staying one night here 
and another there. I also told her 
that this was just a temporary 
airangcment till Akila recovered. 
Ammu was not happy about it and 
oven sulked but yielded when 1 re¬ 
minded of our vows not to aban¬ 
don our families and promised to 
spend only the alternative nights 
with Akila. The rest of the time 
I said, is all youFs. 

On April 22. we left for Delhi to 
receive Amniu’s award. Thase few 
days in Delhi were one ol our finest 
moments of our lives. When she 
wanted to ride a auto-ricksli.iw I 
would hire it by the day. Another 
day, we climbed all tli<’ wa\ to the 
top (,1 the Qutub Minar to .scream 
out. “Love is life". We ailso bought 
■.oine books. At a bwikshop Ammu 
picked up a fat glassy volume on 
childcare. The pi ice; Bs 160. “C.in 
I have this book?". sh<‘ .i.skcd. I 
liniight it for her 

Ammu dasperatelv wanted to have 

baby. But we thought we should 
elder it for another two years or .so 
because she was too young and also 
betausc it might hinder our carcei. 
Somdinies she would .say. "Tj hell 
with our work, let’s have the baby”. 
Lven on the day she died, the liat 
eoiiversation that f had had with her 
was about the baby. When she blew 
her last kiss to me, 1 could see her 
clutching the babycare book in her 
hand. I just cannot think, she is 
dead. I would rather like to think 
that she had gone for shooting to 
an outdoor location, far far away 
beyond the stars. But, why does not 
--he take me then- ■ 

1 ^ 




Murphy 8503 The all-new 3-band 
recho cassette recorder with 
crystal clarity The Murphy 5503 is 
encased in a tough plastic cabinet. 

It costs about the same as any other 
2-in-1, but with Murphy sound i 
It eui switch elf automatioally. 

A deep switch that switches off 
m the amount of time it is adjusted 


microphone can be Conveniently 
used foi voice and sound 
recordings The microphone is 
sensitive enough to pick up sound 
even from a distance of 10 metres 
There s a plug for an external 
miciophone that can be used to 
reinforce the strength of the 
recording 
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Flaally, the 5503 am also be 
used with ea extemel 
loudspeaker. 

Listen to the 5503 through its 
built-m loudspeaker or through an 
external loudspeaker the choice 
13 yours 

• 

The bast bay at tba pxiea. Oa maias 
or battarias, you’il tlizill to tba 
ilohaaaa, toaa, taxtora of ita tnly 
profSaaioul sooad. 

murphy^ 

You'll lovothoSound. 



newz-in-l 
Murphy 5503 
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Shoba'slast hours 
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Shoba lying on the floor of her bedroom (photograph not lajhen immediately after death) 


IPRIL 30. At about 9 Harry Pothsn and writer Dr Pavi- says. Balu pats her on the cheek, 

am Balu leaves the tran after they bad seen the Tamil kisses. Leaves for Akila’s place 

house to be at the edi- version which was to be released around 10.45 pm. Before the de- 

ting table m the studio. at the Leo Theatre. She suggests parturc he talks for sometime 

CliAha IaIIc him cflA tfnincf tn a tAmnlo n^ar Vnvalam akAitf- tliA fdarn niAfatrAe ehA ha<l 


IPRIL 30. At about 9 
am Balu leaves the 
house to be at the edi¬ 
ting table m the studio. 
JShoba tells him she 
will join him in the studios around 
11 am but does not turn up. Balu 
returns home, takes lunch with 
her. Then takes her for some 
shopping. ■ She selects curtains for 
their house. Balu goes back to 
work, she for the facials. 

In the evening around 7.30 pm 
film actor Pratap Pothen drops in. 
She pats her check and asks him: 
“How do 1 look ? Do you think I 
am looking healthier ?" Thev 
spend about an hour or so chat¬ 
ting, when Pratap bids her good 
night. But, she asks him to wait 
for sometime more. “Where is 
your uncle/husband ? When will 
he be back ?”. he asks her. “I 
just do not know. He may not 
even come if he goes there 
(Akila’s house). But, I am not 
. jealous”, she says. As they talk 
some obnoxious calls come, pouring 
threats and profanities. At 8.45 
pm Pratap leavas. 

Around 9.30 Balu returns. They 
dine together and talk for some 
time about the remake oi KokiUt 
—Balu’s much vaunted maiden 
Tamil hit—in Malayalapi- There 
was to be a discussion on the sub¬ 
ject the next day with producer 


Harry Pothsn and writer Dr Pavi- 
tran after they bad seen the Tamil 
version which was to be released 
at the Leo Theatre. She suggests 
going to a temple near Kovalam 
as a thanksgiving gesture, the next 
morning. Balu tells her, it has to 
be postponed till the afternoon, or 
else he may miss the meeting with 
Pothen and Pavitran. She is 
grumpy, but says, okay. In the 
evening Shbba was to be felicitat¬ 
ed by the producers of her award 
winning Him Post. Balu tells her 
that if they left for the temple 
around 3 pm they would be back 
in time for the felicitations. He 
also tells her that he will go to 
the programme becausc«hc loved 
to accompany her but he will not 
speak even if he is asked to. “The' 
way they are treating us. just 
makes me vomit. Look at the ads 
where you have been shown preg¬ 
nant and across your belly is the 
blurb changing with every week— 
the first week, the second week, 
the third week”, Balu says. Then 
she tells him about her desires 
to bear a child for bim. “Raja, I 
really want to have that baby”, 
she says. Then a few exchanges 
about Balu's going to his first 
wife's place that night. “No, I do 
not mind ygp going there. But, T 
feel so very tonefy. Abandoned, 
when you are not with me” she 


says. Balu pats her on the cheek, 
kisses. Leaves for Akila's place 
around 10.45 pm. Before the de¬ 
parture he talks for sometime 
about Jthe two pictures she had 
signed on that day. Shoba spends 
the night crying. 

May 1. Balu returns to Shoba 
at 9 pm. She is not in the bed¬ 
room. Not in the kitfhen. Sh? 
is performing the pujas. Balu 
picks up his shaving kit. After 
shaving, be calls out “Ammu, I 
am hungry". She comes. Plac"' 
breakfast. Feed one another. A 
telephone call comes. It’s one of 
Shoba’s relatives. He has fixed up 
a TV set for them at a throwawav 
price. Should he bring it now? 
“Perhaps, it will be better If you 
brought it in the afternoon, we 
can test it then or if you want 
you can bring it even now”. Balu 
says. Balu leaves at around 10 
am telling her he will be back for 
lunch and will go to Kovalam in 
the afternoon. After he leaves, 
one of Shoba’s cousins, Prakash. 
drops in to talk about the TV. Just 
at that time Shoba, leafing through 
a babycare book, asks her maid 
Va«anthi, to get her a stooL But 
without waiting for her answer 
she says ^he will find one herself. 
Vasanthi goes out to meet Pra¬ 
kash. On returning she finds the 
bedroom door bolted. The Curtain. 
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The bullock 
cart driver 

T here was notbiox re* 
markable about the ricke* 
tr bullock cart which 
wheeled its wav from 

_Nayaxaou to Beausara. 

In Bibar sometime in 1950. Notbina 
remarkable, exc.'pt for the driver. 
His personality immediatelv caudbl 
the eye. Of average heiaht. he bad 
a powerful muscular frame, and wore 
a gamdia round his head. He was a 
poor man, and by carrying coal on his 
cart he barely managed two square 
meals a da.y. This was not surpris* 
inn: Begusarai was an extremely poor 
Bihar district, controlled by merci¬ 
less zamindars. The poverty and 
the feudalism had attracted a 
communist movement since 1930. But 
it was on^ after the setting up of the 
Begusarai thermal power station, a 
fertiliser factory at nearby Barauni 
oil refineries and a butter-manufac¬ 
turing unit that the power of feudal¬ 
ism began to be. eroded, and 
standards of living improved. And 
the Communist Party became power¬ 
ful in the region. 

But while industrialisation picked 
up pace in and around Begusarai. the 
bullock cart driv r coi tinued to 
carry coal. Bv 1954, this man ha ' 
become the leader of bullock cart 
drivers in the area, and soon he was 
collecting a levy of one rupee from 
each driver to fight their causes: it 
was a rough mixture of bossism anu 
unionism. And in one instance this 
man took on the feared Raghunandan 
Jha, the local zamindar. This had 
never happened before. More drama¬ 
tically, he won the battle for the 
bullock cart drivers. It was a small 
symbolic victory, but it immediatelv 
converted the leader into a local 
hero. His name became known. In 
loss his name was mentioned in a 
breathtaking dacoity. 

In 1956 too, the lowly bullodc cart 
driver was often seen carrying a 
metal box on his head or a small 
bundle under his arm. And soon it 
became known that he was smuggling 
gania (cannabis) and had become a 
member of a crimfnal gang. His 
bullock cart driver friends now came 
bi hand^. By the end of 1960, per¬ 
sonal friends and enemies, policemen 
and customs officials, all knew him as 
a smuggler who operated on the Indo- 
Nepal border. It also became known 
that be was forming bis own exclu¬ 
sive gang. In 1963, the first case of 
smuggling was registered against his 
name. By the October of the same 
year, the first case of murder was 
re|dstered against him. 

By 1865. he bad become big. Taxis 
and trucks now carried his con¬ 
traband which were no longer 
limited to ganja. He found that 
foreign cosmetics, electronic goods 
and luxury items in general had a 
good market in India. He-used small 
boats to fbrry Us floods. According 
to poUoe estimates, his annoal 
kioPBDe in those da.va was around 


nr w UKU. By. 3870. be bad httiit 
up a personal army of 500 men: 
among them wete smugglers,, killers, 
skilled swimmers, top class drivers, 
and of course professional goondas. 
A valuable addition to this gang was 
Asbwini Kumar, a deserter from the 
Indian army. He was a superb 
marksman and brought two aten- 
guns along with him. At one time. 
Ashwini was declared dead after an 
"encounter” with the BDO (Block 
Development Offiodr) of Matihani. 
Years later, the district’s sup.rinten- 
dent of police discovered that 
Ashwini Kumar was alive and occupi¬ 
ed a senior position in the gang 
Now the ex-bullock cart driver 
began to stock and use all varieties 
of firearms; rifles, stenguns and light 
machineguns. He acquired a fleet of 
jeeps and trucks which carried his 
contraband under false nameplates. 
These vehicles were registered under 
fictitious names. He also utilised his 
fleet of vehicles to carry contraband 
for other smugglers for a fee. 

Then be became active in politics. 
He declared that he was opposed to 
the (^mmunists. and would b’'lp 
auvone who opposed th. m. . He 
hounded and terrorised Party 
workers. Daring the elections, his 
men began to capture booths for the 
Congress Party on a large scale. His 
men were capable of capturing at 
least 60 to 70 booths in a Vidhan 
Sabha constituency, thus virtually 
determining the result. Now politi¬ 
cians sought his support. 

la a span of 12 .years, the police 
registered 34 cases against his gdnr 
he was personally accused in 19 
cases. The crimed included smugg¬ 
ling, abduction, looting, possessing 
illegal firearms, violation of the 
Indian Explosives Act, booth captur¬ 
ing and looting standing crops. The 
Bihar Government declared a reward 
of Rs 10,000 for his arrest. The 
Central Government seemed equally 
eager for his arrest under 
COFEPOSA and promised Rs 5,000 
to any person who could nab him. 

In 1^4, after noisy exchanges in 
the Bihar Assembly, the state gov¬ 
ernment entrusted the task of inves- 
{gating the mafia lord’s operations to 
the Question and Assurance Com¬ 
mittee of the Vidhan Sabha. Their 
report was shocking. This man had 
managed to obtain contracts worth SO 
lakhs from a number of government 
departments under fictitious names. 
According to a mb'able source, even 
now he had contracts in irrigation, 
electricity and PWD of the Bihar 
Government worth more than Rs 10 
crores. Of course, these operations 
are benami (under fictitious names). 

The man was called Kamdeo Singh. 
He was perhaps the country’s most 
powerful dacoit, protected by politi¬ 
cians, feared by people. On April 18. 
he was shot dead in an encounter 
with the police. Till that dav. the 
police did not even Dos.sess a photo- 
praph of Kamdeo Singh. During his 
lifetime, not a single photograph of 
his was available. He was illit''rat» 
and he never signed his name. Some 
poor people called h‘m Rob’n Hood, 
mt to most hte name spelled terror. 


The 

Operation 

—-lAMDEO SINGH’S mafia 

was four-tiered. At the 
top was the invisible 
Kamdeo himself. Next to 

_him were the 26 senior 

organisers. The third tier comprised 
a 100 veteran criminals, and right 
at the bottom was a group of 400 
youths, who chose dacoity instead of 
uncmplo.vment. Food and lodging 
were free for eadi member of the 
gang. In addition, a small allowance 
was provided for sundry expenaes. 
The actual salaries were despatdied 
to the “workers'” families. This 
system helped Kamdeo Singh to keep 
each of his men’s family in his clut¬ 
ches, and also provided the seeds <rf 
his personal mass base. 

Kamdso Singh was a very generous 
godfather: on such occasions as 
marriages, he would readily donate 
Rs 25,000 to Rs 50.000 to any of bis 
men. In return, the workers’ family 
members acted as his informers. Thev 
kept a lookout for any stranger apo- 
roSching Kamdeo Singh’s village. 
Nayagaon, and inquiring about l^m. 
Nayagaon is roughly five km from 
Matihani and any casual visitor try¬ 
ing to reach Nayagaon would en¬ 
counter at least a dozen small groups 
along the road; if there was suspicion 
about any stranger, the information 
was immediately passed to Nayagaon. 
Apart from such support, Kamdeo 
Singh had friends and sympathisers 
among criminals, intellectuals and 
politicians. And bis caste was right: 
he was a Uhumihar in an area which 
was dominated by the Bhumlbars. 
They saw him as a caste leader. 

Kamdeo Singh’s mafia had the 
Indo-Nepal border in its grip. It was 
virtually impossible for any other 
smuggler to operate in the area with¬ 
out the mafia’s permission. Rival 
'gangs bad two options; either to pav 
a levy to Kamdeo. or use Kamdeo s 
fleet of vehicles for moving their «n- 
traband and pay him for It. In fact, 
carrying goods for other smugglers 
proved very profitable for Kamdeo’s 
gang. It is estimated that Kamdeo 
owned nearly a hundred cars, jeeps, 
trucks, motorboats and motorcycles. 

lie used Saharsa, Purnea. Samasti- 
pur, Muzaffarpur and Patna as centres 
fur his smuggling operations, in Nepal, 
he entrenched himself at Hanuman- 
nagar and Dalkola. and in UP : 
Mughalsarai was bis base. He hired a 
large number of godowns in Calcutta. 
Bombay, Kanpui and Jaipur under 
fictitious names. Sn:'>«rgltV /jeds 
were stored thei • 

Kamdeo Si ''h*- .ou. oper.v 
tions followed an inleiesruig pattern. 
After, crossing the Nepal border, the 
goods would reach Gulab Bag’s mandi 
(marketplace) in Purnea where the 
drivers and armed guards accompany¬ 
ing the> convoy were changed. Fresh 
drivers and guards would then tak' 
the goods to Singuri. Prom there 
another set of hands would take the 
convoy to Calcutta. Once in Calcutta. 
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, trifsted hands would transfer th** 
’ KDods to the ftodowns. most of which 
were hired under iictitious names. 

. Arrests hardly made anv difference 
.fi.'"-'bccnu.se individuals knew too little 
about destinations and aodowns. If 
cauKht, Ills men normallv Kave 
^statements to the police, and later 
. , these statements would convenientlv 
disap(H>ar from polict; rcrords. 

' To join the JlaiiK was easy but leav¬ 
ing it was difficult and iisky. A doctor, 
who treated "workers” • of the Kan« 
who were injured in encounters with 
the police, wanted to say xopdbve 
to the Gang, before he left, the 
fingers of his right hand were 
mutilated. 

The mafia's 

brutal 

politics 

H] N the entire fiegu- 

■ sarai belt. Kamdeu 

■ Singh projected himself 

■ as an enemy of the 
-_J communists. This gradu¬ 
ally led to the division of the popula¬ 
tion into two blocks: the pro-commu¬ 
nists and the anti-communisls. Kani- 
deo became the undisputed leader of 
the anticommunists and political 
parlies opposed to the CPI made full 
use of him. After Kuntdeo Singh’s 
death on April 18. contestants who 
hoped to reach the Bihar Assembly 
under hi.s protection gave up all hope 
of contesting. During every election, 
Kamdeu Singh’s inaffa would clash 
witli CPI workers and capture booths 
for wlioever opposed the CPI. 


Kamdeo Singh's - differences with 
the CPI had roots in his gangsterism, 
lie would finunce his sumggljng bv 
borrowing money from the rich far¬ 
mers, the money would be returned 
with a handsome premium. Smuggl 
Ing in fact, assumed the proportions 
of a cottage industry in Begusarai. 
On the other band, the CPI also need¬ 
l'd support from the affluent farmers 
(many (.IPI leaders belong to this 
cla.ss) who could give the party finan¬ 
cial and electoral support. And then 
111 course the CPI’s ideology made it 
a natural cuemv of Kaiudco Singh. 
Singh readily used violence to intimi¬ 
date the CT*I; his mafia would fre¬ 
quently kidnap or shout down its 
opponents in public places. 

The CPI retaliated bv building a 
parallel band of toughs comprised of 
rival .smugglers and professional kill¬ 
ers. The CPI’s “softliners" in Bihar, 
inciudiiig Suryanarayau Singh. MP, 
wanted to fight Kamdeo through the 
traditional apparatus of the police. But 
the younger elements of the CPI. the 
hardliners, demanded an eye for an 
eye, and organised their own gang. 
In lS)74, a CPI MLA. Situram Mishra. 
was reportedly shot dead by Kam- 
deo's men. It is said that within 
months, the CPI returned the com¬ 
pliment by killing Kamdeo'ft elder 
brother. Ramdeo Mai. Mishra was 
^ot dead on the road and Ramdeo 
was killed inside bis own house. 
When Ravivar reported th® Mishrs 
murder case and blamed Kamdeo’s 
gang for it. its correspondent, Arun 
Ranjan, was personally threatened 
bv the gang for exposing the story. 

A memorandum submitted to the 
Home Ministry by a CPI MP gave 
the names of men who were alleged¬ 
ly killed by Karadco’s mafia: Lalai] 
Singh. Bahban Singh and Ramn 
Singh of Chak village; Salijanand 


Singh and Lakhandeo Singh ‘ of 
Mahendrapur: Sato Singh of Badal- 
pura; Shankar Singh of Sonapur; 
Narayan Singh of Nayagaon: Rajen- 
dra Rail Paro Yadav, Sukhi Yadav. 
Ramidsun Singh and Phulena Singh 
of Sihma: and Govind Sah of Chaka 
ur. The memorandum alleged that 
these men were killed within the 
jurisdiction of Matihani police sta¬ 
tion. It was also alleged that Kamdeo 
was behind the murders of Sardar 
Mahendra Singh, a hotel owner, near 
Farakka, and of four policemen be¬ 
longing to the excise department at 
Bhimnagar, of Sardar Kartar Singh 
of Purnea^ Chatterjec of Salkia (near 
Howrah), and of three men belong¬ 
ing to the Yadav’s community in 
Hanumannagar. , 

It is believed that Kamdeo’s men 
were also responsible for the sensa¬ 
tional murder of S. N. Dasgupta. a 
superintendeut of excise police who 
was posted at Jaipur. 

While he was posted ,it Calcutta. 
Dasgupta had seized goods worth 
more ihan a crore of rupees belong¬ 
ing to Kamdeo Singh. Fearing that 
his life was in danger. Dasgupta got 
himself transferred to Jaipur. One 
day, in Jaipur, while returning home, 
he was shot dead bv two men who 
were coming in a rickshaw from the 
opposite direction. 

On May 29. Harijan bustee in Rai- 
adumri was attacked bv Singh's men. 
One person was killed and several 
injured. In June 1978, the mafia was 
reportedly responsible for burning 
down Khuthagaun which is in the 
jurisdiction of Barhavia thana. In the 
last six months, the. mafia attacked 
Sihma village at least five times. The 
CPI cadre resisted such attacks. In 
the last 12 years. 40 CPI workers 
have been killed. In the encounters, 
and another 50 people have also died. 
The mafia itself has lost at least 30 
men. 

The only important Congress lead¬ 
er who issued a public statement 
after Kamdeo’s death was L. P. 
Shahi. Shahi’s statement points an 
accusing finger at the communists. 
He said; "During the last one year, 
more than ISO people have been mui> 
dcred in the Begusarai belt. The era¬ 
dication of Kamdeo Singh will not 
solve the problem. The Government 
should bring an end to murders and 
dacoities in buses and trains which 
are carried out under the supervinon 
of a particular political group”. 

The Congress has been divided in 
its attitude to, Kamdeo Singh. The 
pro-CPT faction in the Congress was 
against Kamdeo Singh. In March 
IMO, when Suryanara.yan Singh and 
his party workers offered a dhama 
at the Begusarai district headquar¬ 
ters demanding the end of Kamdeo 
Singh and his mafia, he was support¬ 
ed by pro-CPI Congressmen. When 
the Union Home Minister came to 
Patna, these politicians demanded 
police action against Kamdeo. At 
the same time. Congressmen opposed 
to the CPI requested reporters of 
national newspapers to .send despat¬ 
ches on the violence perpetuated by 
the QPI in Bihar to balance the pre- ~ 
ssure, that was building up agaiutf 
Kamdeo Singh In the Home Ministry.. 


tlUi'irrs tn Bcqtisarat district pay hdinai/e to victims of kamdeo's gana 





Encounter 
with the 
police 



Cnmds oulstde the Begusarai thana 
waiting to catch a glimpse of Kam- 
di-o Singh's body _ __ 


IT is said that any ins¬ 
pector who joined the 
Matihani police station 
would, at the l>cKinnin»( 

_lof his term, fio to Nava- 

gaon and pay his respects to Kamdeo 
Singh. During the last 30 years, only 
one police olliccr had the courage to 
oppose Kamdeo Singh. He was Ram 
Chandra Khan, an IPS othcer who be¬ 
came superintendent of Begusarai 
(Khan is now the assistant inspector 
general of police, Bihar). In 1973, 
when the CPI was very close to Mrs 
Gandhi, the Prime Minister asked 
Abdul Ghafoor, the then Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Bihar, to destroy Kamdeo 
Singh’s matia. The Chief Minister stat 
ted on the floor of the Ascmbily that 
he had appointed Mr R. C. Khan as 
the superintendent of pcdice, Begu- 
sarui. 

At that time Kamj^eo Singh’s gang 
would extract payments from vehicles 
plying on national highway number 
31. Khan was personally responsible 
for stopping this system of private 
taxation. In those days, members of 
Singh’s gang would assemhdo in 
Begusarai town almost every day. 
They were easily identifiable; ea^ 
would carry a red gamcha on his 
shoulder: this was thpir symbol. Khan 
ordered all of them to be arrested (a 
few innocents also got nabbed in the 
process). Feeling the heat, Kamdeo 
Singh hhd to Nepal. 


R. C. Khmt wmttod Kamdeo Siiadt< 
dead or alive. He selected a few 
trusted officers and constaUes and 
went to Nepal: they disguised them¬ 
selves as saohus. When they reached 
Nepal, they learnt to their dismay 
that the place where Kamdeo Singh 
was residing was under the control 
of the Nepalese army. Arms would 
have to used to arrest Kamdeo Singh 
and this was impossible. The 
“sadhns” had to return empty hand¬ 
ed and in low spirits. 

Kamdeo S'mgh, however, was even¬ 
tually arrested in March 1974 at 
Rajbiraj in Nepal. India demanded 
his extradition. Khan made five trips 
to Nepal to bring Kamdeo Singh to 
an Indian jail. Valuable time was 
lost in paperwork and bureaucratic, 
exchanges. When, in June, the Bihar 
police team finally reached the Ne¬ 
pali prison, it found a fake Kamdeo 
Singh in the cell. The real Kamdeo 
Singh had been let off. This was allle- 
gedlv a reward for a poiitic.il favour 
he did to the Nepalese authorities. 

According to one estimate, Kamdeo 
Singh’s gang had 13 major encount 
ers with the police to which three of 
his men died and between IS and 20 
were injured. 

Death of a 
godfather 

O " HN April 18 when news 
arrived at the state police 
headquarters in Patna 
that Kamdeo Singh had 
been killed in a police 
encounter on that day at around 11.00 
a.m., top olficialls could not believe 
their ears. Immediately, a police 
team led by Mr D. N. Sahay, DIG, 
CID, left for Begusarai to veiily the 
news. 

The police version of the encounter 
is as following: On April 18, Naya- 
gaon village was surrounded on three 
sides by central reserve policemen. 
Exactly at 11 a.m. in the morning, 
puilicemen mounted on bon>cs_ enter¬ 
ed the village. Seeing this, Kamdeo 
Singh and his men started lleeing 
towards the river. The police order¬ 
ed tiicm to halt, throw down their 
weapons and surrender. Only nine 
complied. Kamdeo Singh, boof?. ^ 
good swimmer himself, jumped into 
the river. ITie water in the river, at 
that time, was wily 'chest-high, "nic 
special police task force opened lire. 
One bullet hit Kamdeo Singh at the 
back of his head and presumably 
killed him. For two hours, however, 
no policemen ventured to go near 
the corpse. Later, with the help of 
a net. the dead body was dragged 
out of the river. 

Our investigations revealed that on 
the night of Apiil 17, a dance was 
organised at Nayagaon on the 
occasion of Bhadai Singh’s son’s tuak 
(Bhadai Singh is a senior member of 
the Kamdeo mafia). The villagers, 
awake all night enjoying themselves, 
slept late that morning. As was bis 


liablt, KaniKleo Singh was resting; 
a smaH but on the outskirts of 
village. A servant was massaging hu| 
legs. - 

Three GRP parties surrounde4i 
Nayagaon by 11 a.m. A little beftortif 
11 , the commandant of the mounted j 
police felt that bis men should pro< ^ 
cced towards the village. Three 
horsemen went on, a little ahead of ^ 
the others. On the outskirts, one 
podioeman found btoiself in front of - 
Kamdeo Singh’s little hut. Hearing , 
the sound of hooves, Kamdeo Singh , 
told his masseur to go, and stdpped ' 
out. One mounted policeman caui^t ^ 
him by the hair and asked him his .i' 
name. Instead of replying. Kamdeo , 
listed tlifi horse’s nose with tremendr i 
ous force, knowing full well K was g j 
vulnerable spot. 'Hie horse boOted,; 
and taking advantage of the mom»'.' 
cniary coiifu.sion, Kamdeo began ruh** ' 
ning towards the river. In spite of 
repeated warnings by the police td;. 
stop, he kept running on and, readi- 
ing the river, jumped in. The river it 
bank w'as high, and Kamdeo .Singh 
hurt a leg when he dived. Then a ' 
bullet hit the back of his head. He ,, 
plunged underwater, but fail^l *0 
surface. Normally, armed bodyv . 
guards with a boat would always ^ ; 
ready for just such an emergency; ' 
but today Kamdeo’s bodyguards were 1 
less than alert. Bv the time they 
heard the firing, it was too late. They ’ 
threw iheir weapons into the river ; 
and they surrendered. 

As is inevitable, some doubts have 
been raised about this police version, 
<md some people allege that K.amdeo , 
Singh was ambushed and killed in . 
cold blood. Since there w<i;i a re¬ 
ward on Katiuleo’s liead, piilicemen ‘ 
squabbled among thein.se Ives a.s to 
who had actuallv killed him. llariin- 
der Singh, DSP, CKPE, told ihi* Press 
that he had shot Kamdeo. ’i’o end 
the bickering, the Government decid¬ 
ed to divide the ca.sb reward among 
the entire team. 


A hero's 
farewell 

WENTY-five thousand 
people came to pay tbelr 
last respects while the 
body of Kamdeo Singh lay 

_Jm Begusarai thana. await" 

ing cremation, it was virtually as if' 
the body was lying in state, and the 
final' mark of honour was given hy. 
the local Congressmen who wrapped 
the body in a tricolour on its last 
iourney. Kamdeo Singh was called 
one of two names to Begusarai: 
either "maalik” or ‘'company”. And, 
in clus.sic godfather style, Kamdeo 
Singh provided protection and help 
to the people of Begtuiarai who not 
only gave him a home but also their | 
loyalty. f 

We travelled to Nayagaon. which f 
is 11 kill -tres from Begusarai and P 
three kilometres from the Matihani f 
tiiaiiii, by jeep, but tne vehicle cxiuid | 

y -.i r- 
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Could Kamdeo 
surrendered 




Kamdeo Smgh’s men in lockrvp 


A ccording to very reliable 
sources, Karadeo Sinafa bad 
made up his mind to surrender but 
political vested interests came in 
his wav. Kamdeo Sintth alona with 
other smugglers, wanted to surren¬ 
der to JP (in the fashion of tbe 
Madhya Pradesh dacoits) and 
start a new life. During Mav 1979. 
a few people met the BihaV CM. 
Ram Sundar Das. on behalf of 
Kamdeo Singh. At that time. 19 
cases involving Kamdeo were 
pending in tbe courts: in two of 
them Singh was accused of mur¬ 
der. 

After discussions with the state 
authorities. Ram Sundar Das made 
it known to Singh’s relatives on 
August 8. 1979, that surrender was 
possible. At that time Kamdeo 
Singh was in Nepal, and it was 
deeded to give him a week’s time 


to give himself up. Eventually, he 
was given a little more time, and 
the first week of September was 
fixed for Kamdeo’s surrender. But 
a political conspiracy was hatched 
to stop the surrender. For two 
reasons. First, some Janata leaders 
felt that if the CM. Ram Sundar 
Das, could make Kamdeo Singh 
"respectable” Das could become 
too powerful to challenge, and dis¬ 
lodging him would be impossible. 
Second, too many politidans would 
lose tbeir leverage with an out¬ 
lawed Kamdeo Singh: he would 
no longer need their protection. 
Lastly, the CPI. which had wag'd 
such a long and bloody war with 
Kamdeo Singh, bad no desire to 
see him become an acceptable 
figure in state politics: bis .surrep¬ 
titious role was already bad 
enough. 


not go on the last kilometre because 
tbe road was totally unsuitafaie. 
entered the yillage on foot. Nayagaon 
seemed a fairiy prosperous place. It 
had tbe usual mix of upper caste 
bhumihars. backwards and outcastes. 
We came across a one-storeyed brick 
bouse, in front of which a jeep was 
parked. There was a special out¬ 
house in which at least SO people 
could sieep conifortabdy. IVenty 
sacks of flour and ten sacks of sugar 
were kept there, to feed the Kamdeo 
btngn lamiiy". 

Kamdeo Singh’s death was being 
mournpd by the yiliagers; their god¬ 
father was gone. A group of hari* 
ians told us. "He was a devata to 
us. Now who will Hook after us? 
It is as if one of «ur limbs 
has been cut oS”. A brahmin 
ot the village commented with a 
flourish: “The pride of Bihar is 
dead". People began telling stories 
about Kamdeo Singh’s virtues. An 
old man remembered: "Kamdeo 

Singh was the youngest of four 
brothers, and he had no vices. He 
did nut smoke, drink, or eat meat. 
One of his nephews also used to main¬ 
tain a small. subsiOi,ii.v gang of his 
own. One day Kamdeo Singli beard 
that' this nephew had abducted a 
woman, and kept her in his bouse. 
He immediately went to the nephew 
and said that "if 'this was the kind of 
behaviour that hLs men displayed 
then the gang could ^lot last”, 

Kundeu Singh's old mother, his 
Wife and an adoHesccnt sun (studying 
in an English medium school) survive 
him. There us sadness in the house, 
and in the village. No one is feeling 
like saying anything; no one is asking 
any questions; and one can teel the 
tension in the air. And this tension 
is not limited to the village Nayagaon 
alone; it spread.s through the whole 
of Begusarai 

Because everyone also knows that 
the war between Kamdeo Singh’s 
fiyilowers and tbe communists is not 
yet over; there will be at least one 
more violent round, and the blood 
will flow before tbe Assembly elec¬ 
tions scheduled to be held by tbe 
end of May. Through a combination 
of fear, affection and that vitally 
strong caste iloyalty, Kamdeo Singh 
could influence the results in at 
least eight Assembly constituencies. 
Now that he is gone, what will 
happen here? Will his gang still be 
able to capture booths? Will the 
Congrc.ss be able to cash in , on 
Kamdeo Singh’s name even after hh 
death? The police believe that Singh’s 
gang will collapse now. but they also 
point out thvit around 100 veteran 
criminals of his gang arc still out¬ 
side the grasp of the police. Section 
144 has been imposed on the whole of 
Begusarai district, but both sides are 
preparing for- what might be a 
decisive clash for poUftical and social 
control over the district. 

As we leave this sullen land, our 
guide tells us a story. There used 
to be a blind man who used to come 
to Kamdeo Singh’s house every day 
to ask for food. Ever since Kamdeo 
Singh’s death, nobody has seen that 
b'.ind man. ' • , 





Bahuguna Versus Sanjay 


I’TER seeiD^ the latest 
battle ot the tickets in 
the Congress (I), some 
political observers have 
_ come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the days of the senior 
people arc over in the Party. 1 
personalll.v think that this is a 
ha.sty cumlusion. The days of the 
senkir people are not over; it would 
be more appropriate to say that 
the days people considered 'doulrt- 
Iul ’by Mrs Gandhi and Sanjayare 
over. People whose loyalty is in 
doubt have no luture in this orga¬ 
nisation, however important they 
may appear otherwise. And the 
Party high command is very firm 
on this account now. Office and 
membership of the legislatures will 
be given onQy to the completely 
faithful. 

It is not his age which made 
H. N. BuhugunaS position in the 
Congre.s.s (I) untenable. It was, ra¬ 
ther. his reputation as a manoeu- 
vrer. When fiahuguua was conspi¬ 
ring with Sanjay Gandhi and Ka- 
nial Nath aguin.st Chaian Singh be 
peih.ip.s thought that ona; he join¬ 
ed Mr.s Gaiulhi’.s Party he would 
dominate it. But. first, the huge 
majoritv which the . Congress (I) 
gut iai the Lok Sabna upset Kis 
Luirulalion.s A majority of only 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 

15 or 20 (or the Congre.s,'. (I) 
would have ensured the power of 
a leader like Bahuguna with hi.s 
15 or so supporters in Parliament. 
Also, Bahuguna was confident that 
his rival, Kamaflapati Tripathi’s 
days were over, and he would be 
the most senior leader in the 
Parly after Mrs Gandhi. 

Before the elertions, Bahuguna 
was made the secretary-general ol 
the Congress (1). a special post 
.spctilicdlly created for him. The 
designation gave him confidence. 
Alter the elections, Bahuguna de¬ 
manded an important Ministry as 
reward for his support. That was 
when ,hi.s disillusionment begun. 
Mrs Gandhi was wiOling to give 
him .something for the lime being; 
but the son said no. Ultimutclv, it 
wa.s agreed that Mr Bahuguna 
















'W: jU- if' 



would get something if he did not 
indulge in any “dirty Irirks" dol¬ 
ing the UP elcctiun.s. 

Bahuguna was bitter .simx; the 
formation of the Cabinet. How dare 
they exclude him! Sometinu-s, he 
expressed his bitterne.s.s in public 
also: one sign of his shifting 
loyalties was his decision to rt‘- 
move the |>otrait of Mrs Gandhi 
from hi.s drawkig room. Mr- star¬ 
ted touring UP to organise bis 
supporters. He calculated that if 
he could urgani.se the victory of 
about 25 people loyal to him in 
the Assembly elections, he, cuuki 
once again br-come the balancing 
factor in UP politics and u.se this 
as a bargaining chip at the Cen¬ 
tre. But here Sanjay Gandhi stum¬ 
ped him. He simply .saw to it that 
too many of Bahuguna's men did 
not gel the Party ticket. Now 
Bahuguna was desperate. He tried 
to manoeuvre, but failed. .Sanjay 
did not budge an inch. 'ITien 
Uahugun.! decided to take his ba¬ 
ttle into the open—be re.signed 
the secretar.v-general.ship. In res¬ 
ponse, Sanjay tiandhi withdrew 
Parly tickets from all the Bafau- 
guna lovalists. 

Basicaillv, H. N. Bahuguna foi 
got that this wa.s not the old (2oii- 
gi'e.ss, where he could play one 
fart ion against the other. Bahu¬ 
guna forgot that in Ibis organisa¬ 
tion there was no Charan Singh 
whom he cxiuld very easily -plav 
against Morarji (and vice versa). 
In todav’.s Congress (1;, there are 
no factional leaders worth any¬ 
thing. The high command of this 
Party is compostMl of two piTsoas 
only, Mr.s Gandhi and hei sort, 
and any attempt to play one 
against the irther Ls not likely to 

succeed. . „ „ 

Had age been tbe factor, Kam 
lapati Tripathi would also have 
faced a Babuguna-type situatioa. 
(He is older than Bahuguna.) But 
if. in the end, he has been able ■ 
to get bis son Lokpati, and some 
ot hus followers the Party .symbol, 
tt is Ix'cause his loyalty is not in 
({ue.stion, even if his utility is 
ocxrasionailly in doubt. . „ . 

Ill 1979, when news ot Data- 
guna'.s negotiations with Sanjay 
Gandhi and Kamal Nath for entry 
into the Congress (I) appeared in 
the Press, Sanjay was asked in a 
private conversation. ‘WeB, are 
you J[aking Bahuguna?’ 

Sanjay replied, ‘Yes’. 

‘Blit you know him!’ 

‘Yes, we know him. But we need 
him now?’ 

‘But,he. will try to irfay his tjwn 
games once he can gel a foothold 
m your Party.' 

Sanjay remarked: ‘Let him try 
We will then throw him out.' 
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The tourist season in Goa 
Is over, and hoter beos 
are empty. Innkeepers in 
Goa are out of business 
and worse, most de- 
messingly out of pocket. 
Not yet out of ideas. 
tbouKh. reports Mario 
Cabrai e Sa. At Margao, 
taoteuers play friendly 
footbiail matcbes in tbeir 
leisure hours and capk- 
taliise on the results for 
their advertising cam¬ 
paigns, Winning • hotels 
buy space in the local 
newspapers in order to 
publish the results: at 
the last reckoning, Lon 
utnhos Hotel had routed 


goals to one. 

Occupancy at the Hoted 
Hepublica (Pahaji) is a 
dismal zero per cent. 
This, in spite of the fact 
that the film The Sea 
Wolves—due for release 
on June 26—was partly 
shot here. The hotel’s 
touts proclaim loudly at 
iettics and inter-state bus 
stops that Roger Moore 
lived tberfc but to no 
avail. 

The Oberois’ latest plan 
is to sell the rains to 
the Arabs durinif the 
Junc-September months 
on the gorgeously primi¬ 
tive Bogmalo beach. 
Local purists are wor¬ 
ried, knowing as thev 
must, that an Arab's wet 
dreams are not neces- 
aarily confined to listen- 


LIVING 


Doing the inn thing 


The endwhile principality 
uf Avadh has suddenly 
become an obsession 
With the more creative 
^ directors; it’s Muzaf- 
far Aii now with Vmrao 
Joan Ada. 'Oie ceduloid 
venture based on Moha¬ 
mmad Mirza Ruswa’s 
novd and featuring 
Hekha as Umrao, is an- 
uther attempt at reoreat- 
ing the splendour of 


it all depends on how 
it drops. Among the Gowd 
Sarsswats of Goa, fortune 
hnges on the- manner hi 
which a lizard and 
there are plenty of thmu 
in every house in Goa — 
falls on you. Should a 




mg to the falling rain. 
Yet another scheme to 
attract tourists involves 
the enacting of passion 
plav^s. At village Goa 
Velha. once the seat of 
the Kadamba empire, a 
“procession of saints’’ is 
hold during Holy Week. 
Apart from Rome, no¬ 
where else but in Goa— 
so claims the local 
MLA, John Periera—is 
such a spectacle to be. 


Celluloid dty 

Avadh which even the 
Lucknevis have forgotten. 
All they remember is the 
bevy of stars which con¬ 
verged On Lucknow for 
Snatranj, then Junom 
and. more recently, Umraa 
Muzaffars unit, as expec¬ 
ted, chose the few histo¬ 
rical locales in the dty 
where signs of Avadh 
' end its culture are still 
noticeable. WhMe R ekha 

Llzardry 

lizard fall on a man’s 
bead, be is assured of a 
tong run of happiness. 
The right cheek, forehead, 
wrist or lower lip all 
signify the same thing: 
promise of wealth. 

And for the ladies, the 


forehead, the right ear or 
the right band would be 
fine. 

For lifelong happiness, 
just ensure that a Ikard 
drops on your beHoved’s 
breasts. Luck.Y lizards, 
adds Mario Cabral e Sa. 


witnessed. Statues ot 26 
saints are carried by the 
faithfid who are dressed 
as coiourfullv as the 
saints themselves. In¬ 
deed. it is said that 
Santa Angela Mericia, a 
saint who “partiemates’’ 
in the procession, ans¬ 
wers the prayers of 
women, young and old, 
who are in search of 
their _ respective Prince 
Charmings. Passion piavs. 


perform^ a mujra at the 
baradari, the police beat 
up an uncontrollable 
crowd of overenthusias. 
tic spectators. And when 
the unit left for distant 
locations, hundreds ot 
people followed in hired 
vehicles. This was another 
occasion when Lucknow 
remembered its heritage, 
thanks to Rekha and the’ 
nlm unit. 


as Pierto de ia Valle 
wrote, were great spec 
tacles in Goa. Sixteenth 
century Portuguese nobi¬ 
lity, the gentlemen as 
much as the ladies, 
would wail loudly at the 
Ecce Homo. So did then' 
native servants and, ac¬ 
cording to the chronv 
cler, if thev did not, 
toe.v were beaten . up. 
Now this could be a tou¬ 
rist attraction indeed! 


No bars for 
religion 

Prisoners in Punjab will 
soon be praying — in 
' better conditions, reports 
-Satish Kumar. A plan for 
‘ the construction of tem¬ 
ples, mosques and gur- 
dwaras at eleven Centrsrt, 
one state and two sub 
tails is under way. The 
structures at Patiala and 
Amritsar alone are ex¬ 
pected to cost Rs. 4.5 
lakhs, but it will be money 
well spent. And for a 
good cause too. Nabba 
Central Jail,„where Jawa- 
hailal Nehru was impri¬ 
soned and which now 
contains a large number 
of S^lim convicts, will 
have a mcca mosque in 
place of the gha)^ meh- 
ralbAype tbaMgah. 






Hot business 


This year’s biggest sott 
drink success has been 
MAFCO’s new drink, 
Enereee, which is selling 
one lakb bottles per day. 
of which ninety per cent 
is accounted for within 
the cHy limits of'Bom¬ 
bay. Bnemee is nothinc 
more than Aarey milk in 
three new flavours, siven 
a new name and adver¬ 
tised hcavdy. MAFCO 
(Maharashtra Afcricul- 
ture Development and 
Fertiliser Promotion Cor¬ 
poration) had superb tim¬ 
ing. and their brHIiant 
promotion has helped 
milk saOes register a 60 
per cent increase since 
March', The Energee ad¬ 
vertisement campaign 
cost Rs two lakhs but it 
certainly succeeded In 
making money while the 
sun shone. It is good to 


■f'-V.';'- fj^ '..fe, 


see a government on'ter 
takftg being so enter¬ 
prising. 

And speaking of entre¬ 
preneurship, there should 
be a prue for tbe young 
man (ne would not dis¬ 


close his name) who hires 
used motorcar tubes to 
swimmers at Jubu begeb. 
At loe nommat rau: of 
50 paisc per tube, say 
bis customers, he is do¬ 
ing a roaring trade. 


Mountain of experience 

Ibe mountain bug struck of trekking and trudging among the 

again, lhi.s time on AM for Abhijit and his team. Bhutan. I 

Forks’ Day. Six flnal year this feat was merely a the team 

students of St Joseph’s stepping stone. 'Ibeir Basic Com 

,C 9 lIeKe, Darjeeling, left next target is tbe 25,997 1981, adds 

with a high altitude por- foot Chomolabri, highest kherjee. 

ter for the 18,000 foot ' - 

Bidhan Chandra peak in 
the western Sikkim Hi¬ 
malayan range. Tbe team 
was led by Abhiiit Ku¬ 
mar, a 16-year-old Cai- 
cuttan. He had with him 
Tbintey NamgyaH, Tsher- 
ing Dorji, Loga Dorji, 

Singey Dorji and Phurba 
Singh Tamang — all ve¬ 
terans within their own 
rights, having already 
completed an Adventure 
Course of the Himalayan 
Mountaineering Institute 
in %bruary this .year, 

’The peak was conquer¬ 
ed in four bizarre days 


among the mountains in 
Bhutan. But not before 
the team completes the 
Basic Course in March, 
1981, adds Taposh Mu- 
kherjee. 



Madras, it would seem, 
has been ceiebrating 
April Fool s' Day for 
about five weeks. On tbe 
real day, AprM 1. an¬ 
nouncements in all the 
local dailies claimed that 
N. A. Palkhivala was 
going to speak on’'the 
subject of “international 
tensions” at a well- 
known public baU in the 
city. A sizeable crowd 
turned up. at the. vepue 
only to discover that the 
announcement was a 
hoax, borne smart ,Alec 
had managed to get hold 
of the official letterhead 
of tile Indian Institute of 
Public AdoUnfstration 


April Fool, May be 


and sent out “invita¬ 
tions” to all tbe local 
newspapers. So it was 
not just the public that 
was taken for a ride: the 
Press was bluited too. 

But that was not all. 
Asbok Kamath reports 
that on April 10 a prank¬ 
ster rang up the US 
Consulate in Madras and 
toM a woman officer at 
the other end that two 
Iranian students had 
planted a bomb in the 
Consulate premises. He 
considered R bis duty, 
he claimed, to ‘ tip off" ttie 
prospective victims and 
mvent any damage to 
iRe and property. The 


Consulate officials con¬ 
tacted the police and the 
bomb threat was taken 
so seriously that tbe en¬ 
tire vicinity was oordonr 
ed off while heavy traffic 
around Gemini Circle 
was diverted. A bomb 
detetRion squad was 
pressed into service and 
the entire buBding was 
“vacuum cleared" oalv 
to find that the bomb 
scare was a hoax. 

A couple of days later, 
the Madras TV Centre 
received an anrnvmou.s 
call in the evening, say- 
ing tbat a bomb bad 
been planted within its 
precincts. Althouiffii the 


t A disclosure in tbe latt 
^ budget session of the' Cog 
• Assembly bos set tongust 
f wagifing in Paoaji’s pubs; 
It all started when 
MIA demanded that Mi^ 
isters give detaMs of their 
personal staff. MinUmr 

for Education, Fraasisco 

Caetano Sardinba, a young 
man who used to be 

S uite a bit in the village 
ance halls of his Sasli 
taluk, came up with a 
rare one. On his list 
persoosl staff be had p 
teenager, fifteen-year-on 
Anita Fernandes. ’The 
voung girl does not have 
any academic qualifies- 
tiofls, tbe Assembly was 


Unholy 

inflation 

The ‘ famed ’Tinipati 
laddu distributed as pra- 
gadam at the temple of 
Lord Balaji will now 
cost Rs three as against 
Rs two, tbe price a few 
months ago. Temple 
authorities, however, point 
out that the laddus' 
which contain almonds, 
saffron, cardamom and 
cashew outs prepared in 
•pure ghee cost nothing 
less than Rs 3.06 a 
piece. The hiked price 
ootwithstanding, claims 
Arthur Pais, the temple 
stands to lose as much 
as Rs 70 lakhs a year ■ 
Not all devotees accept 
this rationalB. Tirupati 
temple’s annual income 
exceeds Rs 18 crorcs and 
so they see no reason 
why the prosadam shotffd 
not be subsidised. 


initial reaction was to 
cancel the scheduled film 
and to evacuate aff per¬ 
sonnel. the show, in The 
Grand 'Tradition, went oa 
With gritted teeth and 
crossed fingers, the film 
“3 popular Tamil hit, 
Kalyana Raman — was 
telecast without onv un¬ 
toward incident. Since 
then there have been two 
more bomb alerts, both 
ot whkh fortunately 
turned out to be damp 
squibs. Tbe first one in¬ 
volved the State High 
Oount buildings and tiie 
other, the state-owned 
PaDavsn Transport Cor¬ 
poration office. 








iMaratha lobby 
humbl ed_ 

Stalwarts fail to corner Cong (!) tickets 



A. R. Anlulav 


'iJinTH the single flourish of a list 
■ ■ Mr Sanjay Gandhi has reduced 
the once powerful blue-blooded 
Marathu lobby to a toothless tiger. 
The list of Congress (I) candidates 
in Maharashtra is a sensational illus¬ 
tration of the non-dimensional politi¬ 
cal future of Maharashtra whidi has 
been reduced to a political puppet of 
12 Willingdoii Crescent. 

Maharashtra was always ruled 
from Maharashtra, sometimes its 
seat of power was Sangli. sometimes 
the sugar belt in Ahmednagar dis¬ 
trict or Pune. But it was Maharash¬ 
tra that pulled the strings which 
stirred Delhi. Now this position has 
bet‘n iiiscrilH'd in the niiistv pages of 
Maratha history in continuation of 
the 300th anniversary of the corona¬ 
tion of Shiva ji the hero. Many a 
Maratha political leader has tried 
Uiisuca-ssfully to mould his image, 
on Shiva ji but succeeded in becom¬ 
ing onlv a scheming Peshwa. 

A list of Assembly candidates nor¬ 
mally has the etchings of the figure 
that might be the next Chief Minis¬ 
ter of the state. Traditionally, politi¬ 
cal leaders fielded their own candi- 
dafips so that thoir lobby then elected 





\/aiianldaiIq Patil 


them to Chief Ministership. This time 
Mr Vasantdada Patil, hitherto one 
of the most powerful men in Maha¬ 
rashtra who had humbled Mr Y. B. 
Chavan and Mr Sharad Pawar in the 
Parliamentary elections, had around 
1000 names that he had presented to 
the election committee. He could get 
barely 60 of his men in. All the 
others, b'ke Mrs Premilabhai Chavan. 
Mr V. P. Sathc, Mr Jawaharlal IMrdha^ 
Mr A. R. Antulay. Mr S. B. Chavan 
and Miss Saroj Khaparde had their 
own lists and must of their people 
too were thrown out In fact. Mr 
Antulay’s righthand man. D. N. 
Chaulkar, a Youth Congress leadiw 
of sorts, who was on the list was un¬ 
ceremoniously booted out at the last 
minute and a lady. Dr Lallthg Bao. 
included instead. 

All the leaders gf Maharashtra, 
new and old. have been badly bruis¬ 
ed in the bargain. The two stalwarts 
who suffered a drubbing were Mr 
Vasantdada Patil and Mr A. R. AiM- 
lay. The latter had made it known to 
all and sundry that be was Mrs 
Gandhi’s next choice as QtidF Minis¬ 
ter. To pre-empt anV mishap, he hod 
even announced that he would he 
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oonteating from Shivardhan in Rat- 
nagiri. his old constituenev wUefa he 
lost to the Janata Party in 1977. 

Mr Antulay’s case is one of over¬ 
confidence. Whether he can still re¬ 
trieve his position is a dicey issue, 
but be did overplay his cards. It is 
very reliably learnt that a few days 
before the dissolution of the Maha¬ 
rashtra Assembly he and his friends 
were making desperate attempts to 
get Mr Sharad Pawar to defect. Mr 
Sharad Pawar and his chief political 
adviser. Mr Rajni PateL bad hatdied 
a plan whereby they would defect 
■with SO legislators on condition that 
they got an assurance that Mr Antu¬ 
lay would be the Chief Minister. 
They related this plan to Mr P. C. 
Sethi, the then Minister for Petrole¬ 
um, who had come to Bombay to see 
what could be done about engineer¬ 
ing defections. Mr Sethi was elated 
and promised that Mr Antulay would 
be made the Chief Minister in return 
for the SO defectors headed bv Mr 
Pawar. However when Mr Sethi went 
to Delhi and narrated his plan, Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi shot it down imme¬ 
diately. He saw in it the hands of Mr 
Rajni Patel and Mr Y. B. Chavan 
who felt they could manipulate Mr. 
Antulay. Mr Gandhi has made it 
known that he will have no one in 
the Congress power structure who 
has any connections with Messrs 
Patel and Chavan. Vasant Hoshing. 
Murli Deora and Ramrao Adik l -arnt 
this to their grief in the recent Parlia¬ 
mentary elections. And ^ the plan 
failed and Mr Pawar staved put while 
many of bis close lieutenants like 
Mr uadasaheb Rupawate. Su.shilkum- 
ar Shinde and others joined the Con¬ 
gress (I). 

But Sanjay Gandhi did not forgive 
Mr. Antulay for hobnobbing with 
Mrs. Gandhi’s enemies, the men that 
bit the hand that fed them. The face- 
saving explanation trotted out is that 
Mr Antulay is an MP and therefore 
was not given a ticket. This is a 
lame excuse as Mr Gulabrao Patil 
from Sangli is a Raiva Sabha member 
and has been given a ticket. 

Mr Vasantdada Patil has been cut 
to size for different reasons. He re¬ 
presents the powerful sugar lobby 
that held the reins of power in Maha¬ 
rashtra and dictated political, econo¬ 
mic and agricultural policy all these 
vears. The Marathas were a well- 
knit comniuni^ encompassing 36 per 
cent of the population but cornering 
nearly 65 per cent of the positions of 
power. 

Mr Patil had nursed hopes of be¬ 
coming the next Chief Minister and 
that's wdiy he manoeuvred to have 
his followers included in the list. But 
12 Willingdon Crescent decreed 
differently, since their political stra¬ 
tegy is for full control of the state' in 
ths future. Thev saw this as an 
opportunity to neutralise Mr Vasant¬ 
dada Patfl. They not oidy crossed 
out most of Us nien from h^ HM. bpt - 
gave two peapU ftm 








oA« te Mrs SRtriin^ PatiL Dada's 
wtfe, wd the other to Mr Gulelmo 
Patll, Chairman of the Maharashtra 
State Cooperative Bank (MSCB). 
This was a blow to Oada b^nse it 
meant that his wife if elected would 
not even be a Cabinet Minister, 
ditionallv. if the chainnan of MSCB 
Is elerted to the state Assembly he is 
always aiven a Cabinet position be¬ 
cause oi his stature. Ironically. 
Gulabrao was Oada’s man. Dada had 
seen him as a thorn in his side in 
Sanah and had as a ‘deal’ made him 
chairman of the MSCB in return for 
his not meddiina in state politics. 
Now Gulabrao has switched loyalties 
to Mrs Premalabai Chavan, the Pre¬ 
sident of the Maharashtra State Con- 
Ciess rummittee. So Shalinitai has 
no chance of bccominjii a Cabinet 
Mmistei. 

Mis Gandhi’s trusted people like 
Vasanl Satbe, Saioi Khapaide and 
Jawdbarlal Daidha also incurred 
her displeasure because, instead of 
artinx as a team, they functioned as 
factional h.'ads. Amonit themselves 
they divided the state into regions 
which they thouKht they controlled, 
some d‘cidiiig on candidates fiom 
Kolh.ipui some fiom Vidarbha and 


M on. Mrs Indira Gandhi, it is learnt, 
rMllsed that inttead of tblnkiod of 
her interests, they thoiuht only of 
their httie power aames apd faited 
to act as a team. So when their 11^ 
went to Delhi their candidates' names 
were slashed unceremoniously. 

Another political leader who not a 
drubbinx was Mr S. B. Chavan. the 
man who was Chief Minister durian 
the Emerxency. who later left the 
Conxress and formed the Maha¬ 
rashtra Socialist Conxress and dlixn- 
ed with the Janata to net the priaed 
Cabinet post of Finance Minister. 
Mr S. B. Chavan. who hates Mr 
Vasantdada Patil, was so taken up 
with Mr Antulay’s claims of be¬ 
coming the next Chief Minister, that 
he aligned with Mr Antulay and 
issued a Press statement lauding Mr 
Antulay in the most sycophantic 
manner. He said, “Mr Antulay had 
stood by Mrs Gandhi in the hour of 
her worst crisis and consequently Con¬ 
gressmen all over have regard for 
this quality of his”. Mr S. B. Chavan 
went so far as to say "that the 
rank and file of Congressmen in 
Maharashtra hold I|f>' Antulay in 
esteem and affection, is-a fact that 
arouses iealousv against him in cer- 


tata qwirtors and false reports ewad^ 
themsehes to such Jealondtoi." 
sealed Mr Chavan's fate and his aMA 
were out The last minute sop he gat^ 
of having Mr Vicki lUpur Included y| 
in the Bombay list, has kideed up m 
furore in Chemhur where CougrOsaifjll' 
workers have already anaottim 
their inteption of not working fop 
him and of iudirectly helping Mr \ 
Hashu Advani of the Bhanttpa i 
Janata Party. 

Mrs Gandhi has ruthlessly clipped 
the wings of the kingpins of the 
Maratha lobby, but retained the 
Marathas in the present power stme- 
tore. Her confidants are Mr Bahorao 
Kale and Mrs Premilabai Chavan, 
both Marathas. They are dodl^ 
softspoken, unambitious and camfiNp 
of dumb, uuquestioaing lovalty. 

But this 'Kissa Tideets Ka' wilt 
have a happy ending because neiUNer 
Mr Y. B. Chavan nor Mr Shared 
Pawar is capable of diannellsing this 
discontent in their direction gno the 
Congress(I) even in its confusion is 
confident that it will get not less thah 
225 of the ^ seats in the oomlng 
Assembly Elections. 

OLGA TELL/S. Bombay 


14 00 huts de molished 

The poor are out under the sun 



Houses being bulldoted in Sarooraatiar 

D awn, Apnl 20 ,* IS 8 O. Seven 
trucklo4d.s of policemen, a gas 
squad and a strike furoe approadied 
Saroornagar on the outfits of 
Hyderabad dty, with dehberate steps. 
They were accompanied by Mr H. K 
Uabu, the district collector of Bangs- 
reddy, and the Superintendent of 
PolRe. Their objective: the' demoli- 
tion of 1,400 huts and semi-perma- 
nent structures that were encroach¬ 
ing on 30 acres of Government laud. 
Thousands of victims squatted on the 
road m an attmnpt to prevent the 
dpUMUtwo and fx^iised wonmn and 


children ran belter skeher: but to 
no effect The pleas of the hut- 
dwellers went unheeded and in a 
matter of hours the thousand odd 
huts were razed to the ground, ren¬ 
dering six thousand Harijans and 
other weaker sections homeless. But 
that was not the end of the reeimct- 
ment of Hiis mini version of the 
Turkman Gate tragedy. Five CPI 
leaders indnding a legislator K. L. 
Mahendra wme arrested for protest¬ 
ing against the operation. 

The quedlon that arises is: Why 
toe demolition and the arrests? 
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Acowding to toe CPI leaders, the 
demolition operation was a poUtiotl 
vendetta against the but dwellsn ' 
who had voted for a CPI candidate 
during the recent Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions. Mr C. H. Raieswara Rao, the ’ 
CPI leader in the Vidhan Sabha al- ; 
leged that Mr K Prabhakar Re.dy, I 
Deputy Speaker, made it “a point” to i 
evict these poor hut-dwellers tvOr < 
since the elections. Moreover, the 1 
Chief Bdinlster, Mr M. Channa Reddv I 
was reported to have taken a perso¬ 
nal interest in issuing the eviction 
order. This, despite ail assurances 
made on the floor of the Assembly 
that hut-dwellers would not be dis¬ 
possessed of their land. The leaders 
argued that, out of seven hundred 
such illegal occupations In and 
around the dty, only Saroornagar ' 
was singled out for demolition. Even 
there, out of 500 acres of Govero<> 
meat land, about 110 acres was file- ] 
gaily occupied bv ten persons who 1 
were supporters of the ruling Party, i 
But Govenuneiit picked out only 
those 1.400 huU for demoMtioa where 
each hut-dweller oocuided only 7S sq. | 
yds. I 

And the other side of the ^ry? 

Mr H. K. Babu the Rangareddy Dis- ^ 
trict Collector denies that the demo- 
htion was forced. He claimed that, ^ 
far from protesting against tiie demo- | 
lition. most of the hut-dwellers tiiem- i 
selves helped by pulling down the j 
huts. He denied any political motiv* 
for demolition and said H was mily 
to safeguard 30 acres of Governnunt 
land worto ibwt Bs 50 lakhs that 
the operation was carried ont. Mr 
Babu farther said toat these encroeefa- 
mentswere not of long standing but 
were “engineered by certain poUtieal 
Parties for their own ends.” 

It may he recalled toat the tehril- 
dar had Issued a show-cause notice \ 
on February 10. 1880, but Gav tri < 
Devi. PresMent of Nava Bharat 

rvQ 




?‘Sa(in«Jain representing the hut 
» iwellers. filed a avil suit and obtain 
an ex-parte injuction aaainst the 
fOovernment The encroachers re 
Scto«d to receive the hnal notice of 
^jWftction on March 27 and the court 
' Vacated a stay order on April 19 
''it following which the Government 
.^Cted. 'This was stated bv Mr Babu 
Jb the meanwhile the hut dwellers 
■eVtent to court to protest against the 
woiobtion and Judge Haghuveer 
prdered a status quo posting of the 
Case to May 7 1980 Despte the 
court order the Government went 
ahead with the bulldoring of the area 
OQ April 24, 1980 
The Andhra Pradesh Government 
if. however, deeply concerned with 
the problem ot encroachment In 
fact the issue has reportedly been 
discussed during the recent Cabinet 
meeting According to a rea'nt sur- 
by the District Collector, nearly 
1.5 lakh families have constructed 
huts on Government land in and 
around the city. There appears to be 
greater concentration in the twin 
oties of Hyderabad and Setundera- 
bad and Rangareddy district than 
elsewhere in the state The Govern¬ 
ment IS worried that these encroach¬ 


ments would grow into ugly slums 
without the basic amenities which 
would precipitate unhygienic con'*! 
tions It IS consequently, contemplat¬ 
ing on an ordinanci* to remove 
encroachments on its lands without 
the statutory st'pulatcd m nimum 30 
days’ notice This proposed ordinance 
is to be examined presently by the 
law d''partment 

It may be pointed out that the 
Government’s concern over land 
stems from the fact that in recent 
times land prices have constantly 
been on the rise—a phenomenon 
which came into being three years 
ago following the enforcement of the 
Urban Land Ceiling Act and has been 
precipitated thereaftei primarily b\ 
two other facts Ono, the inllow of 
money from Arab countries with the 
increasing number of people from 
Hyderabad seeking employment 
abroad, and two, the Marwati and 
Gujarati business communities have 
formed a beehive in th-* Hyderabad 
industrial belt, thereby putting an 
upward pressure on the demand and 
hence the price of lani. 

KAL VAN! SHANKER 
Hyderabad 


MGR makes a film 


To woo voters this month 

c<| AM now an actor by dayliiiic 
land a politician by night With 
these wurdi. aaoi poliKiciaii, an<l 
laiiiil Nadu’s CM loi thice ytais 
MGR lesumed his acting tareei in 
May Ihe tilm lOhuOtUtn en Uotlil 
(Ihis IS my Answeij is a spetiallv 
designed “quickje". and the atmos 
umie at .Sauiya studio, wucie it is 
being shot, IS tiigtily secrecive Juurua 
lists aie not wanted photogiapiieis 
arc hounded out. idle spectators aie 
cbasccl away anti ttiuugu a lu w gn i 
IS being groomed hci identity is 
being kept a top setiet Itie songs 
tor the tiifii weic howevtr iccordtd 
in a dillcrcnt studio and so then 
political contents soon leaked out 
lucre aic ut»rentes to tlie leatuings 
of the late Annadurai. and veiled rc- 
toreiiccs lo Mi Kaiuiianioiu ana his 
friends who are said to have bt ti ayctl 
those ideals 

The ‘him will be shot lu Holly 
wood ta.shion ’, one ot M<jR’s spokes 
men told SUNDAY ‘Three stints 
will go on siinultancousiy llie 
scenes iiivolvnig MGR and bis heroine 
will be directed by him other scenes 
will be shot in the same studio by 
three other directors" 
lahudhan en Badil is being shot at 
breakiieik spei'd and MGR wants to 
have It leleased by May 20, elections 
to the Asseiiihilv will take place on 
May 28 “Wbat if the film runs into 
cin,sui snags, won’t it be dciayudi 
we a.sk( d one ot M(jR s organisei s 
‘ Wc’rc ixpectmg all kinds ot pio- 
bleins, hence the reluctance to kt 
people come to the sets ’, be said 
* bven thv detmrte lelease date will 
he kept a .seoct so that DMK 
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goondas' won’t create disturbances 
around the theatres and scare away 
prospective audiences We wouldn’t 
mind releasing the tUm on a day 
other than Friday and without 
pubiiaty too" 

Mgr is now approaching 64 but be 
wdl appear as a young man in the 
new him He has no qualms about 
such things “If Gregory Peck and 
Anthony (Juinn can romance around 
with yoUng women why not MGR?" 


asked P. Neelakantan, a veteran 
director and MGR’s faithful camp 
follower, who will be directing a 
segment of the new him “But Peck 
and Quinn act their age. they don’t 
call themselves young men”, we re 
minded him “But our audiences 
always want to see MGR as a young 
-nan’ aigucd Neelakantan 

lor three years duiing his Chief 
Ministry, MGR made several cfloits 
to go back to hlms. apart from three 
pending hlms launched m 1976, a 
new proiect ‘ unnai veedamat^en’' 
was announced in 1978 but the him 
didn’t piogress beyond the iccordmg 
ot the title song “tvery time MGR 
tried to take some time ofl lo act, he 
was cuniiuntcd by some seiioiy> poll 
tical piobiein”, says an aide 

Why didn’t MGR resume bis acting 
c..ieei 4 arlier, say in Maich’ He 
would have then had his thiee pend 
ing lilnis completed MGR must 
have tried to do so but his lontinual 
misunderstandings and baiginiiiig 
wKh Ins poll partiHMS must have con 
sinned a gie.it amount of h»s ciK'igv— 
and time Himcc the delay 

As MGR was getting iiady to fao* 
the studio cameras, his men weie 
looking around foi a suitable loiomc 
His oW iaithfuil Latha was still very 
much aiound, but why not present a 
bright teciiagei who would look 
young enough to be his gianddaui’lit 
er'' Names of ncwconiirs Vij lya 
shanti Sathyakald and Aruna weie 
being mentioned as his prospective 
heroines another nann' that rropped 
up was that ot Sri Lakshnii, daughipi 
of a letiri-d at tor Aiii.iianath 

Wh< n M(iR was the <-hi' f Minister 
the DMK camp tame out with half a 
dozen films which contained subtle 
digs at MGR but light now Karuna 
nidhi IS more interested m writing 
lieiy election speeches than comiiiy 
out with politic al movies Of touise 
these days Kaiunanidhi i> writing 
foi two iiliiis stalling Congress (I) 
,lieio Sivap tjaiK sail these liliiiv 
won’t be released before the eileclioii 
howevei 

Setrtcy lias been MGR s stiength 
Wtietliei tli4> man is a ngulir para 
noid (>i a doubly cautious business 
man the 1 ict leinains that he’s 
highly allergic to people enteimg his 
sets Evin his extras are chosen foi 
their political loyalty MGR’s maki up 
loom is guaid^ like a precious, 
stiategir loitress he seems to be 
scaled that hc'lil be seen without the 
wig and some smart alec might take 
photographs of his bald pate 

It was an obsassional piaclice on 
his part not to announce the name 
ol his heroine till the film was half 
w,7y through, and the tradition was 
maintainecl th£ time too Since MGR 
belongs to a Party which claims to 
be rationalist, there wwrc no pujas or 
mahurats to launch tbc film How 
ever it is beSieved that lournalist 
producer Maaian, cme ol MGK’s 
closest friends, not only fixed the 
auspiaouS time for the first shot but 
also got special blessing.s from 
Kanchi Sankaracharva. 

ARTHUR PAtS. Madrdt 
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l.iihhhh Kaiir 

R IPUDAMAN Singh Dbillon (Hip¬ 
py) is suns that his beloved, 
Lakhbir Kaur (24), is alive; he beb 
eves she would never commit suicide. 
Her parents and the police might 
have given up, but Hippy is still 
looking for her: in the lanes and by- 
lancs of Patiala, at the gurdwara, 
and. in his weaker moment'^, even in 
the local canal. He saw her last on 
January 20/21 at her residence, when 
he spent the night secretly in her 
room. The two were discussing elop¬ 
ing, as Lakhbir’s parents were arran¬ 
ging to marry her to another man. 
But Lakhbir said no; eloping would 
bring shame to her family and might 
come in the way of arranging a mat¬ 
ch for her younger sister, Simrat 
The lovers’ conversation continued 
until Lakhbir’s parents knocked at 
the door in the early hours of tbe 
morning. Rippy managed to escape. 
He ran across the lawn, jumped over 
the boundary wall, fell into a pit 
and lay there, hurt. After a few 
minutes, Rippy left for Bassi Pathana 
in the outskirts of Patiala where a 
sympathetic uncle of Lakhbir lived. 
Rippy had hardly finished narrating 
his story when Simrat, Lakhbir’s 
younger sister arrived to tell her un¬ 
cle that Lakhbir had disappeared. 

Ajit Singh Pannu, Lakhbir Knur's 
father, a US dtiaen of Indian origin, 
did not approve of Rippy as a pros¬ 
pective son-in-law. He wanted bis 
daughter to marry a*^ bank officer; 
Rippy was working as a translator 
for a publishing house based in 
Chandigarh. Mr Pannu was probably 
not aware of his daughter’s preferen¬ 
ces till she flew to New Jersey to aee 
her father in December, 1978. Lakhbir 
stayed in New Jersey for nine 
months but. apparently she failed to 
convince her parents. When she re¬ 
turned to India with her parents and 
younger sister, she told Rippv that 
her parents did not want her to 
marry him, lUpRy bad known Lakh- 
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bir since 1977 when she was study¬ 
ing in Chandigarh. 

On the insistence of Rippy, Lakb- 
bir’s parents finally lodged a com¬ 
plaint with the police on January 24. 
But the Pannus told tbe police they 
suspected Rippy. Jagdish Lai and 
Narinder Chaudhury of having ab¬ 
ducted Lakhbir with the intention of 
killing her if she did not agree to 
marry Rippy. The police registered 
a case under sections 364. 365, and 
366 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
Rippy was taken into custody. Jag¬ 
dish was arrested. But Chaudhury 
could not be arrested as he had re¬ 
turned to Saudi Arabia where he 
worked. The police subjected Rippv 
to intense questioning. He was twice 
remanded into police custody but the 
magistrate refused the third remand 
on the grounds that the police had 
not been able to establish a prima 
facie case against Rippv who eventu¬ 
ally was rekiascd on February 4. 

nippy does ‘not suspect any foul 
Play, though be has been surprised 
by the attitude of Lakhbir’s parents. 
They pursued the case for only a 
fortnight, after which they persuaded 
.Sukhbir Singh—who was supposed 
to wed Lakhbir—to marry the young¬ 
er daughter, Simrat. The marriage. 
accor(iiag to Ripp.v. took place in 
Patiala and soon the newlywed coup¬ 
le left for Delhi. The youngest 
daughter was. in the meanwhile, ad¬ 
mitted to a residential convent school 
in Simla. On March 7, Ajit Singh 
Pannu. along with his newly married 
daughter, left for New Jersey; Sukh- 
bir Singh, bis .son-in-law, is to follow 
shortly. Left behind , in Patiala is 
Lakhbir’s mother who seems to have 
forgotten her daughter. And of cour¬ 
se there -Is Rippy who works in 
Chandigarh but is invariably in Pati¬ 
ala, hK^ng for his beloved. 

A CORRESPONDENT. 

Chandigarh 


arrive. Both the penitent decenCa 
had been released from lail 
two days ago. They n«a serttn 
eight years of prison sentencg'tgk 
lowing their surtenddr,. •I.v 

Mobar $lni^ lui aWe^tosplinw 
personality with a brlsfltog moiw 
ache, more dramatic than w^t' n 
seen In films, to a brown kkaiffi 
kurta and a khadi dhoti told Udp 
correspondent that ho would- w 
actively supporting the Coilgreii 
(I) in the forthcoming Assombto 
elections because he was a '%im! 
tar" (staunch) followwr of Opf 
Indira Gandhi. Poor senior mmai 
officers (either shadowing hjnh m 
Just escorting him) were prCsem 
in the room when 1 talked to t|m 
“terror” who once had a rewwra 
of Rs two lakhs on his head Ikto 
hundreds of cases , of dac^ty atml 
murders. Singh wa.s only toterasfead 
to supporting the Congress 0.).' :>‘- 

What cause4a flutter to' ffitb 
crowd of onlookers who had eotoh 
to seci the “ticket—tamasba^. mi 
the fact that Mohar Singh ha^ 
come in the VIP car with the unieB.' 
llousing Minister, Mr Prakgah- 
Chandra Sethi, Mr Sethi nkd, 
arrived to participate to the meet-' 
ing of the Madhya Pradosfa Con¬ 
gress (I) Election Committee.' 
‘The other Chambal terror iroh 
mer dacolt, Madho Singh. 
them in a open jeep. Madhp.Stoflh;' 
is young and has.a magnetic Am- 
sodality. He looked dashing to fato 
whitft khadi kurta and pyjamg.. 

11 may be recalled that Makif 
Singh and Madho' were among ,lJto 

12 dacolt leaders recently released 
from the open .jail of Mungavmik' 

What had made both of.tli^' 
go to the circuit house ? And wml 
had made Mr P. C. Sethi ttorsuade- 
them to come to the, scene...? Did 
their presence have' something' to 
do with the fierCO flstliffilt, 
took plate unhr ttyo' ;.nay8.agiit 
among supporters of Mr, VWjro 
Charan Shukla aH Mf. P- C. .S«^i 
amidst shouts of ziMabad and 
murdabad slogaos? these werd 
the (luestions that were constant" 
lv being aidted, , 

RAMOO SHRtVASTAVA. 

Bhopnf 
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when you’re fighting 
stubborn and severe dandruff 

you need a shampoo even 

stronger than Clinic. 



CLINIC SPECIAL 


We know that you are happy with Clinic; it has 
worked on your dandruff. But we also know 
that there are some people whose dandruff is 
stubborn and severe. That's why we have 
introduced a new formulation that helps clear 
stubborn and severe dandruff. Even more 
effectively than Clinic. It’s Clinic Special. 

So now there are two Clinics. 

Clinic for normal dandruff. And Clinic Special 
for stubborn and severe dandruff. TogSther 
they are the answer to all dandruff problems. 
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'pil£Y tell a story in Orissa of a 
A raja who had a large and 
flourishing harem. One of the 
raja’s favourite servants was a 
barber who used to come each 
morning and massage the raja. 
One day the barber, seeing the raja 
in a very good mood, asked if he 
rould marry one of the women in 
the raja’s harem. Go ahead, said 
the raja, choose who you like and 
make her your wife. The barber 
picked up the prettiest of the 
young ladies, and. with great cere¬ 
mony, took her to his village and 
married her. Five months later, 
a son was born to the couple, and 
the birth was hailed by the barber 
as a great achievement of his mar¬ 
riage. which he trumpeted far and 
wide. 

Early this year, the Government 
of India formally sealed a deal 
with the French for collaboration 
on a massive aluminium pj^ject in 
Orissa, investment for which is 
expected to be a huge Rs 1.500 
crores. This of course will be a 
great boon to Orissa, and J. B. 
Patnaik, the Congress (I) leader 
who has told journalists that he 
will be the new Chief Minister of 
Orissa if the Congress (I) wins 
the Assembly polls, has called it 
Mrs Gandhi’s gift to the people of 
the state. The truth is. of course, 
that this deal has been a long time 
in the making, and was pushed 
through by Biju Patnaik. But as 
the story of the raja and the 
barber shows us ; sometimes, some¬ 
body does the real work, and some¬ 
one else takes the credit. 

DUT here, as elsewhere, opposi- 
" tion leaders are looking to 
the coming Assembly elections 
wth something less than total con- 
ndence. They are, for a change, 
bemg realistic The fight is really 
on to keep the Congress (I) maj(> 
rity to what might be called an 
acttptable minimum. An over- 
wbejmng majority for Mrs Gandhi 
would not only flatten out the 
drropmg spirits of the opposition, 
but would also ensure a handsome 

Rajya 

sabna, thus smoothening the 
for My legislation she may con¬ 
template. But will Mrs Gandhi re¬ 
peat the smashing victory of Janu¬ 
ary, m which her Party won all 
but one seat to the state (onr 
me dominating Biju Patnaik could 
defeat the Congress(I). and that 
too Iw a lurrow margin) ? Petrol 
and djesel are not very evident in 
Bhubaneswar. Sugar, when avail¬ 
able, rests as much as Rs nine p r 
etcetera. But can 
Mrs Nandini Satpathy and Mr Biju 
Jatnaik convince the people that 
Joey are the saviours? Haven’t 
these fares become too familar? 

B IJU PATNAK’s name can stUl 
arouse a ory of admiration, 
and from Quarters where one 
would least expert it 1 was- 
answering questions from the dais 




M.. J. AKBAR 
from Bhubaneswar 


during the annual students union 
festival at the Utkal University on 
May ^ It became a very lively 
and informal session, and after 
the initial hesitation, the students 
really let it rip: they were confi¬ 
dent. well-informed, interested in 
a large number of issues. Sudden¬ 
ly one student came up to the mi¬ 
crophone in the hall, and made a 
statement rather than asked a 
Question ; “Biju Patnaik is a tout.’’ 
Before I could even begin to re¬ 
spond, there was a roar of dis¬ 
approval from the hall, and the 
student who had said this was 
booed back to his seat. 

The next day, our Bhubaneswar 
correspondent SWaroop Jena and 1 
went to Biju Patnaik’s bouse for 
a chat. As we were leaving, w® 
saw an old woman sitting on the 
steps leading to the ground floor 
hall. She stopped us to ask when 
Biju Patnaik would come down. 
Jena said, soon, and asked her 
what her problem was- She had 
come from a village nearly 50 
kilometres away to tell Biju Pat¬ 
naik that her hut had been burned 
down, and that sb^ had lost every* 
thing and wanted his help. "He 
IS the only person who will help." 
she commented. "No government 
will do anything". 

O NCE again, her ' eyes were 
sparkling with the promise 
of battle. Just appointed diief 
of Congress(U), Nandini Satpathy 
has launched into the coming As¬ 
sembly elections with something of 
the old verve which had deserted 
her these past couple of years. 
Since the end of 1976 she has been 
having a bad time. First, Mrs 
Gandhi deprived her of the chief 
ministership of Orissa. Then there 
was the momentary glory of the 
CFD, which Mrs' Satpathy joined 
with Jagjivan Ram, H. N. Bahu- 
guna and O. N. Tewari. But 
Nandini Satpathy soon found that 
her compatriots in the Lok Dal 
were not in a forgive-and-forget 
mood; they still saw her as an 
Emergency Chief Minister, and the 
state government duly began cases 
against her too. During the last 
parliamentary elections, Mrs Sat- 
patby remained with the Janata 
amidst rumours (which she kept 
denying) that she was going to 
defect to the Congress (1). How¬ 
ever, she was not very prominent 
even there. This time around she 
is back on the Congress label. 


though not with Mrs Gandhi. 

If people do not dia^ss the Coor ' 
gress (U) in Orissa as an tosijRoi- >. 
flcant bunch of defeated peopwl ^^ 
with magnJflcent aspirations an4 ' 
non-existent votes, it is larwly be* ' 
cause of the presence of Mrs Sat- 
pathy. She is still said to mm* 
mand a handsome following. Our 
correspondent. Swaroop Jena, says 
he would not be surprised if the 
Congress (U) won about 35 seats. 
Mrs Satpatby’s personal estimate 
Is, naturally, higher. Whatever the 
eventual outcome, it is dsar that 
she will put some fight Into a fife- 
less Party. 

TTHE three main Parties in Orissa 
* have all projected their potete 
tial chief ministers: this agdn, 
makes Orissa’s elections differeiA 
from every state, with the except 
tion of Tamil Nadu, where Karuna- 
nldhi and MGR are entering yet; 
another round in their bitter per¬ 
sonal struggle, once again wth . 
new allies. As mentioned. J. B. 
Patnaik of the Congressd), now ' 
the Union Minister for Civil Avia^ 
tion and Tourism, is scheduled to 
be the CM in case his Party wins. ' 
This has not gone without com¬ 
ment within the Congress (I), 
where the prospects of power have 
sent many ambitions soaring. It 
was originally planned that J. B. 
Patnaik would contest the Assem¬ 
bly polls in order to get into the 
house at this stage, but pressure 
from within his Party has forced 
him to leave this contest alone. 

On the other hand both Biju Pat¬ 
naik and Nandini Sapathy are con- 
testing, clearly both with the diief 
ministership in mind. 

Orissa has always produced in¬ 
teresting results in Assembly elec¬ 
tions. Since 1967 the only time 
that the state gave any Party ft 
clear majority was in 1877, when 
the Janata swept the polls with a 
record number of seats. The most 
fascinating results came in 1971, 
when the elections to the Lok 
Sabha and the Vidhan Sahha were 
held simultaneously. The people | 
swept Mrs Gandhi’s parliamentary j 
candidates into power—and at the 
same time, defeated her Assembly 
candidates. 

A nd for the footnote Jhis weel^ 
we move from Orissa to DelhL 
Saumitra Banerjee reports that 
according to the police estimate, 
around five lakh ticket-teekars 
bad gone to Delhi during the last 
week of April to try tneir ludc 
with the various Parties — of 
course, mainly with the Congress 
U). There are only 2,237 consti¬ 
tuencies being polled. One is read¬ 
ing a lot of stories of dissidents, 
and bow th'-v will affect the 
dhanres of official candidates. But 
such' stories appear before every 
election. And never are these so- 
called "dangerous" dissidents ever 
able to do much at the polls. Wii 
it be any difierent this time? 
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Manipur attacks 


outsiders 


PHIL 27. a little before 
three in the afternoon. 
We are i ick^hawing down 
the Khwairamband bazar 

,— -area of Imphal in search 

of lunrh; suddenly a loud, sharp re- 
r’ port pierces the air. and a police van 
slows down. In a few minutes the 
’ atmosphere of the place ebanaes. A 
lady comes lunnina into our restau¬ 
rant and collapses into a chair. Th 
street gets d s itid, shutters arc 
downed and ov rvbodv holds his 
breath. What had happened? A <.ltl’ 
jawan accidentally pul his linaer on 
the trigger of bis rifle and killed a 
old woman selling silver iewellerv i t 
the bazar. The buiKt also giazcd and 
injured two other shoppers. The mood 
of the city suddenly becomes furious. 
Groups of youth start stoning shops 
belonging to outsiders (the mavang). 

A car IS set on fire in the Thangal 
bazar area. Police file teargas shells 
and several rounds into the air. Cur¬ 
few is clami^d down from 6.30 p.m. 
Manipur is in an upioar again. And 
once again the familui targets of the 
north east are sufteriiig “foreigners”. 

When cuifew is lifb'id the next 
morning as usual at 5 a.m. Imphal 
enters a period of organised violence 
which IS unprecedented in the re<ent 
history of the citv. In many areas of 
the citv and its outskirts the mavang 
are under attack. The most serious 
violence is witnessed in the Tclipattv 
area. The attacking rrowd of voung 
people came at around 10 a.m. They 
pelted stones, burnt houses, and beat 
people. The local police were not 
very helpful. When a passing police* 
party was frantically requested to 
help, they said they were on patrol 
duty and could not stop. A resident 
said that the* local telephone ex¬ 
change took more than an hour to 
put their call to the police through 
The helpless residents of the area, 
mostly poor Biharis whose ancc.stors 
had lived here for over 100 years, 
defended tlK-msolves the best wav 
they could. Ornaments and money 
were looted. Four trucks, a bus. a 
in t loce and a good deal of pei- 
sonal belongings were burnt. The 
next evening (Tuesday) there was 
another attack but this time the fire 
brigade reach-d sooner 

The destruction did not remain 
confined to Talipatty on Monday. A 
tile factory, a saw mill and a tyre 
(retreading) factory were burnt. The 
tile factoi^ was robbed of its cash. 

Its chowkidar was beaten up and he 
complained that his wife was raped. 
The Pdona bazar area in the heart 
ot Imphal became a veritable battle¬ 
ground and the Government virtually 
gave up trying to control from about 
5 tu f) a.m. Kanu Chand Bose, 
one of the iniuied. was hit on the 
head with a dao. (When he rzgainetl 
consciousness he found himself in th,' 
hospital.) People took refuge in the 
dharmasala Victims like Bose or 
Shibu and Gobincia Kangshabaiuk 
From the Chagalban Road area were 

i * 


Students take the cue 
from Assam and go on 
the rampage. 

By SUBIR ROY 



The burning north east 


MANIPUR 


pathetically poor people, suffering 
because the rampaging mobs con¬ 
sidered them “exploiting foreigners” 
In fact, most of the 2,000 odd people 
from Bihar, Bcng.il and Nepal camp¬ 
ing at the dharmasala were from the 
lower middle class or working class 
The stream of people fleeing their 
homes and occupying the dharmasala, 
gurdwara, kalibaii and a Dcngi'i 
school had numbered 7,000 hv 
Wednesday. 

Till then the state government bad 
done nothing for them. The Chief 
Minister had asked the local chamber 
of commerce to provide the basic 
necessities, promising payment later. 
Some of the organisers were rather 
sceptical about the promise: they re¬ 
membered a similar promise made in 
1973 and unfulfilled till now. Although 
the Government had announced on 
Monday that relief would be provided, 
no Government help had come by 
Wednesday. With fear and tension all 
around, matters became worse with 
the near-total breakdown of the 
telephone services. The sense of 
isolation of those who felt unsafe is 
hard to comprehend. 

Wednesday was relatively incadent- 
free in Imphal but shocking news 
came Irom outside about what happ¬ 
ened the previous day. In Sagolmong. 
about 30 km from Imphal, there had 
been widespread arson. About 200 
huts belonging to Nepali cultivators 
had been burnt. But stories of human 
generosity lightened some of the 
gloom. One MLA. I. Tonipok (Cong¬ 
ress U), for example, had sheltered 
all Yton-Manipuri.s in hi.s constituency. 
Reports also said that many Manipur- 
is were doing the same iii their areas. 

A strong voice of protest was raised 


by the former (%ief Minister, Mr 
Yangmashu Shaiza. The Tan^hul 
leader said, “The present atrocities 
are most deplorable. I will call a 
meeting of tribel leaders. We will 
never be a party to this”. In a tele¬ 
gram to the Prime Minister he said 
that the situation had gone complete¬ 
ly out of band and the adminiatration 
bad broken down. The local poUce 
were siding with the (joters, Ite alleg¬ 
ed, In an interview he amplified fur¬ 
ther: “Officers like chief secretary 
Thanga, DIG-Range Oamudor SP- 
dty Karunamoy are not doi^ their 
work properly. 1 have advised the 
governor to remove all these high- 
ranking officers and bring in others”. 
When confronted with this charge 
Chief Minister R. K. Dorendra Singh 
said, “I have asked the chief secre¬ 
tary to go into the cases of officers 
against whom there are allegations”. 
But what about the chief secretary 
himself ? “He is doing his job well,” 
said the CM. Detailing the steps he 
had taken to control the situation, 
like calling out the army and promul¬ 
gating the Manipur Preventive De¬ 
tention Ordinance, ho said he had al¬ 
so started a dialogue w.th the 
students. On Wednesday, at the Chief 
Minister’s initial ve. a citizens’ com¬ 
mittee was formed and it issued an 
appeal for peace and harmony. 

The present tensions in Manipur 
owe their origins to the move¬ 
ment in Assam against foreign 
nationals from which the students of 
Maniour Valley have ta^en their cue. 
The lcader‘:hip of the moV'.'ment is 
in the hands of the All Manipur 
■Students’ Coordination Committee. 
The targets of the movement are the 
Ncpalis, M zos and Bengali MusUms. 
in that order. The area identified as 
the main centre of immigrant settle¬ 
ment IS the KKK belt comprising 
Karoog (40 km from Imphal), Kng- 
pokpi and Kanglatongpi, now predo¬ 
minantly Nepali. One immediate aim 
of the movement is to unseat the 
lone Nepali MLA, Kishore Thapa, 
who was first elected in 197^ Al¬ 
though the Nepalese are the prime 
target, no less are the Mizos who 
have settled in the Southern district 
and are known by the generic name 
of Kukis. (It is they in tact, who sett¬ 
led the Nepdiis.) As opposed to the 
Kukis. the other important tribals of 
Manipur, the TangkhuL, who are 
Nagas and have settled in the Nor¬ 
thern district, are not considered a 
problem by the residents of Manipur 
Valley, the Meeteis. who constitute 
two-thirds of the population of the 
state but occupy one-third ' of the 
area. The tribals In the hill districts 
are not interested in .the movement. 

On February 15 this year the All 
Manipur Students’ Coor&nation Com¬ 
mittee submitted a charter of de¬ 
mands to the Chief Minister. This was 
followed by another memorandum on 
March 8. The students met the 
Chief Minister again on Mardt 18 
but could not get a positive reapouae. 







An inpatint tandsiArit after that la 
the March K aseettnK «f student 
leaders from all over the north-east 
in Dibrufarh in upMr Assam. The 
result of the coordination of ideas 
that must have ttonc on in Dibruffarh 
found expression in the intensified 
aaitaiion in Arunachal and Manipur 
from April 17. The Meetei students 
wanted the postponement of the 
Ugher secondary and pre-university 
examinations until the foreign na¬ 
tionals issue was settled. On the 
17th, when the examinations started 
in Manipur, one student died in 

g olice firing. This was followed 
y another death in police firing 
the next day in Nambol. The 
Government thereafter postponed th 
examinations by a fortnight. On 
April 27, with just sev.>n n\ore davs 
to go for the examinations to restar. 
the situation in Imphal was hardly 
conducive to the peaceful conducti, 
of the examinations, though th 
tough Finanoe Minister, Mr Risha 
Aeisaiig, to.d us he wa^ d t.rmined 
to proceed with the examinations. 

ANIPUR has been no 
strang^'i to violence. 11 
dues not take Jong to 
feel the mood of confron 

-——station that dominates the 

state. Jawans behind gun emplace¬ 
ments dot the airport. Other than the 
state polici' and its armed wmg, 
there are the Minipur Rifles, the 
CRP, the Assam Rifles and the army 
—all meant to guard against the vio¬ 
lence which different groups could 
perpeti ate. 

A typical example of the endemic 
violence and tension was narrated to 
us by the state’s publicity director on 
April 26. He came to office that day 
an hour late, shaken, there had been 
violence in Patsoi village, eight km 
from Imphal on the New Cachar road. 
Some CRP personnel had been 
attacked, and intensive combing op. 
erations had staitcd there. He bad 
also been rounded up, and held until 
a CRP officer identified him. Three 
CRP jawans had been killed when 
assailants had fiicd .it them when 
they were delivering water to soim 
CRP families. A fourth jawan, 
though injured, had turned on the 
assailants, . fired and killed one ol 
them. A passing CRP patrol then en¬ 
gaged the assailants; in the 40-minu 
te gun battle that followed, one rooie 
of the assailants was killed—and 
two innocents, a pregnant woman 
and a 17-.year-old bov were caught in 
the crossfire and died. The jeep in 
which the insurgents had come was 
recovered, and the documents found 
.showed that they belonged to the 
extremist group. Prepak. Two rifles 
(snatched away from the CRP), two 
magazines, and 51 rounds of .303 am¬ 
munition were seized. 

Although the present mass agita¬ 
tion IS directed against “foreign 
nationals”, from June 1878 Manipur 
has been gripped by iieriodic leftist 
viblenoc. A United National Liberation 
Front was established in 1^ with 
the objective of establishing an in- 
depcodeat country comprising Maai- 
pur, Tripura, Nagaland and Burma. 
Tw movement evcntuallv split Ix'l- 


wdcfh And adfititiprs ‘iHin 

wanted their revolution at n sloiwiHi' 
pace, and in 1968 the hardliners anh^ 
ounced the formation of a Revolution^ 
arv Government ot Manipur. A group 
of these extremists went to East 
Pakistan for arms and training; upon 
return. 40 were arrested in Tripura. 

By 1975. the .star on the revolu¬ 
tionary firmanent was Biseshwar 
(now about 35 years old) In March 
1976 be led a group of 14 to Tibet 
through Nepal. Between March 1978 
and Febiuary 1979, this groups who 
calk-d themselves the Peopte’s Libe¬ 
ration Army, attacked apd killed 
security forays, raptured arms and 
occasionally looted banks. Now the 
PLA is said to be regrouping on the 
Indo-Burmesc border. 

Around 1975-76. the People’s Re¬ 
volutionary Government of Kanglei- 
pak (Prcp.'k) came into the picture. 
Its ambitions were more conserva¬ 
tive; instead of independence for ttie 
whole of the nprlh-<‘asf, it only want¬ 
ed the fresedom of Manipur from 

Tn«1ij Tt n»mo ht tho fnrf* in lafgk 



1978, III Maicli 1979. its I. ader R. K. 
Tulachandra. took the long road to 
Tibet, but the Chinese did not offer 
encouragement, .md asked him to 
work under the leadership of Bise.sh- 
war. On June 20, 1979. Tulachandra 
ras anested in Imphal, but 11 days 
later he staged a dramatic esewpe, 
taking the jawan from Manipur Rifl¬ 
es detailed to guard him along with 
him. The Prepak then attacked poli¬ 
ce stations and security forces with a 
vengeance. 

The next milestone on the revolu¬ 
tionary calendar of Manipur came on 
February 16, 1980. A Prepak canui 
on Kouru hill was raided by the CRr. 
Two were killed; the rest escaped. 
Then 4 Assam Rifles were detailed 
for combing operations. In udiM 
must be one of the greatest counter¬ 
insurgency successes in Manipur, 4 
Assam Rifles captured four people 
on a hillock in Mapau village on Feb¬ 
ruary 19 without firing a shot 
Among the four were it. K. Tulachnu- 
dra- and the main arbiter of revolu- 


tiwMrr justice itt Prepait, the 
plaiudooking firebrand Sushila 
Id their absence, a splinter group 
Prepak led by Maipak Sharmg enp-^ 
urged. The Government ^ted ne^" 
tiatimu with, the arrested revotutmp^^ 
aries. A cease fire was arraimed froB 4 
March 14 for a month and Tula^U' 
dra went on the air to appeal to lus - 
comrades to temporarily lay down 
their arms. In mid-March came tike ' 
brutal retribution. The Maipak Sha^ ’ 
ma group, vidio were not futerestM 
in the negotiations and suspected ^ > 
Tulachandra group of having betri^ 
ed the cause to the Government. Uu' 
rd Inaumadu, Prepak president, and 
Chitrsen, Tulachandra’s brother, la 
response, there were two unsuccesaftti 
attempts on the life of Maipak hinii 
self, in one of wbidi in the heart w 
Imphal a bystander was killed. 

One of the most serious instanees 
of violence in Imphal this yev took 
place on February 29. In the crowded 
Paona bazar area three Assam Rifl¬ 
es jawans were killed. The area was 
cordoned off and-a rigorous combiDH; 
operation followed. In thi.s one of the 
assailants, Brojen, a PLA activist, 
was killed. There was an allegation 
that be was killed after he was arres¬ 
ted. In what was considered as a Mp i 
to the revolutionaries, the CbiM ^ 
Minister withdrew the Assam Riflee ; 
from active duty in Imphal, (this Is 
something the Chief Minister now ’ 
denies). But in a way Assam Riffes . 
have been vindicated. Alter the dis¬ 
turbances that broke out from April ‘ 
27 there have been countless re¬ 
quests from the affected minorities 
for the redeployment of the Assam 
Rifles, the oldest anti-insurgency fw- 
LC in the area. Th;> Assam Rifles are 
now back on the streets of Imphal. 

In Manipur, students constitute 
nearly a quarter of the popuiatiim. 
The students’ disenchantment with 
the system stems substantially from 
unemployment, and the rank corrup¬ 
tion among politicians and officials. 
There are one lakh educated unem¬ 
ployed in the present population of 
13 Iakb.s. Finance Minister Rishang 
Aeisang detailed at le.i.st six major 
projects involving over Rs 80 croreH 
of investment which have been awai¬ 
ting clearance from the Centre fur 
three to ten years. 

One crucial reality ot Manipur is 
its long border with Burma; there 
IS no admini.stra4ion on the Burmeae 
side. Arms of American make are 
freely avaiiable. There is also an assi¬ 
duous campaign by China to promote 
the anti-Indian sentiment O. Tomba. 
an Independent MLA said recent 
on the Assembly floor that the entire 
north-eastern, region, including upper 
Burma would become a sovereign 
state and that China was supporting 
this move. Most poltticiaa.s and seni¬ 
or Government officials have secretlv 
coinpromised with the revolutionari¬ 
es. The state Government’s intelligen¬ 
ce set-up is in a shambles. Nulhing of 
consequence remains a secret to the 
revolutionaries for aiiv length 
time. The Manipur polici' and its 
armed conatabularv, ttie Manipur 
Rifles, are quite mefF-clive. Mani¬ 
pur’s future seems to be filled with 
curfew, violence and instability 



Pymphony 


8ANTANU GHOSH reports 


,T"”' EBRUARY and March 

j.1980 were the cruellest 
jS Hi months in Mizoram. Sha* 
■ tterinx a four-month-lonjt 
[ I,.. . ,, .^L—I uneasy lull, the ubiqui- 
: tons MNF ffuerfllas conducted a se¬ 
ries of swift hit-and-run forays into 
the hilltop habitations in the Union 
Territory during these months, kili- 
ing 16 people and forcing the autho¬ 
rities to clamp down curfew 
again. For the mo.st part of March, 
the serpentine 356 km Vairengte- 
Lunglei State Highway, the lifeline 
of Mizoram, lay coiled under the 
blanket of curlew. The army com¬ 
mandos, with their automatics slung 
on their shoulders have already em¬ 
barked on what has been described 
as the biggest ever combing manoeu¬ 
vre in Mizoram. 

Among the guerrilla assaults, two 
were worth noting. An Assam Rifles 
Stunner Saktiman truck carrying 23 
damaged LMGs and a few regular 
soldiers on leave was lumbering 
down the quiet Kolosib section of 
Aizawl-Vaircngte Highway on Feb¬ 
ruary 27.-It was 11.30 a.m. by the dri¬ 
ver’s watch. Suddenly a loud explo¬ 
sion shook the truck and the driver 
brought it to a halt. He clambered 
down, raced to the truck’s rear and 
witnessed the grisly scene of bullet- 
riddled bodies screaming and writh¬ 
ing in agony in pools ot blood in the 
truck. He knew from his experience 
that the vehicle was ambushed. So 
ho sped to nearby Kolosib. ■« sub- 
divisional town. Seven persons inclu¬ 
ding two civilians died iii that out¬ 
rage and police later picked up a 
few scraps of paper at the site on 
which the legend "Ouit Mizoram" 
was reportedly scribbled. MNF perio¬ 
dically serves quit notices to non- 
tJUzoa. On March 20, a .small gang ot 
MNF activists stormed into a Border 
Roads Task Fora* (BRTF) encamp¬ 
ment located at a di.stance of 19 km 
ifrom Serchip, a grouping village, on 
SerchipThenzawl road, opened up 
their LMGs on unwary road labou¬ 
rers who were taking their meals 
and killed four among them. Gue¬ 
rrillas then sal ablaze several that¬ 
ched huts of the labourers and fled 
away. On the same night, two 
Identified gunmen shot dead a 37- 
yCur-old school teachei, B. P- Dutta. 
a permanent residen*^ ot Silcliar. at 
Chhiahtlaiig. 

The spate of killings, paradoxi¬ 
cally, took plan; against the back¬ 
drop of hectic backstage activities to 
resume the deadlocked pcaoe par¬ 
leys between the Union Government 
and Laldcnga. The 50-yoar-old MNF 
father-figure, after his release from 
detention in November 1979. sent 
feelers to thc> Prime Minister in 
■lanuary. Mrs Gandhi who was cre- 
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dited with inspiring the RAW-SIB 
coordinated plan which successfully 
smuggled opt Laldenga to New Delhi 
from his exiled existcnct; at Karachi 
via Bonn, Cologne, Rome and Ge¬ 
neva in January 1976, replied on 
February 2. 1980, thanking the rebel 
leader for his “reiteration of the 
commitment to work within Ih 
framework of our Constitution". Th( 
task to rebuild the bridge of under¬ 
standing between Mrs Gandhi and 
l^aldcnga was initiated bv a team of 
the Mizoram unit of tbs Congrcs.s 
(I) during its onc-inonth stay in the 
capital in February. On February 14, 
the president of the unit, Lalthan- 
hawia and its general sccTetary, K. 
L.' Rochama, were clo.setcd with Mrs 
Gandhi for thirty minutes at her 
Delhi residence. Mr Rochama quoted 
Mrs Gandhi as saying that she was 
committed to withdrawing all cases 
of treason against Laldenga and 
rcsumiing peaos negotiations. 

Though the wave ot March vio¬ 
lence has mercifully bypassed Aizawl. 
Mizoram’s burgeoning capital, fear 
haunts its residents. Come sundown 
and roads are empty. The last of 
the regulars la the drinking joints 
in the back alleys of the capital sta¬ 
gger out by 7 pm. The gossip that is 
heard in drawing rooms deals with 



the dlsttufdng 

laldenga reniqte-cootrbl a renet^ 
wave of violence when be is all set 
to talk with Mrs Gandhi? Is there 
any power struggle in MNF sanc¬ 
tuaries tucked away in jungle ter¬ 
rains in Arakan and Chittagong Hills 
Tracts? Is there any “third party*’ 
conducting this symphony of vio¬ 
lence in the name of MNF? 

Mizoram’s Chief Minister Brigadier 
T. Saiio blames Laldenga. saying that 
"the MNF is trying to achieve Its de¬ 
mand of a statehood for Mizoram 
through violence”. A People’s Confe¬ 
rence MLA says in a conspiratorial 
whisper: "Laldenga is trying to syn¬ 
chronise iiis talks with Mrs Gandhi 
with a dose of terrorism and violence, 
so that the rebel leader can, have 
effective clout on the bargaining coun¬ 
ter”. An angrv Rochama snaps back: 
"This talk of I.aldcnga’s involvement 
ill the present violence is all bunkum 
as he knows that he will lose all 
tlie gains he has achieved in his recent 
PR campaigns in Delhi”, In a signed 
note released for SUNDAY, Mr Lal- 
thanhawla states; “Various strategies 
are being worked out to provoke the 
MNF. For instance, some MNF per¬ 
sonnel are allowed to surrender v^th- 
oul arms, while others who genuinelv 
want to come overground and live a 
life of loyal citizens are rejected. In 
the process many persons are com¬ 
pelled to go back to jungle...Hosti¬ 
lities are regarded by the public as 
pre-planned and concocted to aeate 
a situation to harass the opponents 
of Brigadier Saiio”. By "opponents” 
Lalthanhawla, a one-time acti- 

vi.st. obviou.sly means Laldcnga and 
ills confidants, both those under¬ 
ground and overground. 

The new showpieces at Aizawl at 
pr(“sent are tlic large buildings which 
house the offices of the SIB. The 
whitc-paiiitcd buildings, situated in 
official lines and overlooking the Raj 
Niwus, are known as ears and eyes of 
the Central Government for Mizoram. 
Sources close to this set-up now 
darkly hint about the snowballing 
power struggle in MNF hierarchies 
in Arakan. It is revealed that Lal- 
deuga’s trusted aides—l^rarathanga 
and “Colonel" Tawnluia—could no 
longer control the hawks among the 
new generation of insurgents. Says a 
iccent returnee from the under¬ 
ground setup: "Laldenga has beep 
away from the scene for over a «Ie- 
rade. He is steadily losing his cha¬ 
risma among tlie members of the new 
generation who have only heard about 
him". Pre.sent hostilities arc inten¬ 
ded to deliver home a grim message 
thill present peace moves have got 
no sanctions of the rebel headquar- 
ter.s. Word is around that Ropianga, 
MNF general secretary and “Major” 
Lalr.iwna, Union Territory Comman¬ 
do i of the rebels, are the kingpins 
manipulating an anti-Laldenga tirade. 
Apeusations and counter-accusatjons 
only help to add to the Mizoram jig¬ 
saw. Say.s a non-Mizo official who 
has speft about. IS years in Mizo¬ 
ram. “In Mizoram it is diffloilt to 
guess who is doing what and tudiy'* ■ 
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Chan vs Chan 


Film actor Peter Usti¬ 
nov speskee Cbinesc and 
will slant bb' eyes in bis 
new role as Charlie Chan, 
the Chi^e detective in 
Charlie Chan and the 
curse of the Dnutoet 
Queen. He will utter such 
immortal lines as: “An¬ 
cient ancestor say, worry 
tike rocking chair. It fCive 
you something to do, but 
get you no place". While 
9 cri^ writers are churn¬ 
ing out the new ver¬ 
sion of the “Chinese Hol¬ 
mes" coincidentally pro¬ 
duced by one Mr Sher¬ 
lock, serious Chinese and 
Orientalists in America 
and elsewhere are rock¬ 
ing the Charlie Chan 
chair. The Chinese for 
Affirmative Action, . the 
Chinese Historical Society 
and the Chinese Cultural 
Centre in San Fransico 
have declared afll-out war 
and have proclaimed that 
thev would obstruct the 
filming which began in 
May in Chinatown, San 
Francisco. 

Mr Sherlock’s or Jerry’s 
to be precise, most mili¬ 
tant critic is once again 
coincidentally a Miss 
Eliza Chan. Her piotests 
forced Mr Sherlock to 
hold a discussion regard- 



Hard times 
for le President 


The French President, 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing 
is in trouble. One of his 
close friends and political 
associate. Mr Pbniatowski, 
is stated to be impeached 
for interfering in the 
course of justice while he 
was Minister of the Inte¬ 
rior. The charges against 
the former Minister in¬ 
volves the President in- 
dirfeotOy and seems to be 
directly connected with 
the murder of Prince de 
Broglie. Allegations, are 
that do Broglie, co-founder 
and fund raiser of Presi¬ 
dent Giscard's party, who 
fell from graa* when bis 
business dealings became 
embarrassing, was allowed 
to die. Poniatowski apd 
the Frendi police knew 
about when de Broglie 
was to be killed before hC; 
actually was. The demand 
for iinppadmient will be 



President Giscard _ 

put to test by an ad-hoc 
Parliamentary committee. 
And Le Figaro, that 
staunchly estaMishmenta- 
rian newspaper said in 
an editorial that the scan¬ 
dal had brought about an 
“end of reign atmos- 
(ffiere". AU tills is 
naturally ooDoemed with 
whether Presideot Giscard 
will be re-elected next 
April but tb«m it wOl be 
ne cakewalk fw him. 


SheUch off your hypocrisy ' 


iPetsr Ustinov _ 

ing the script. During the 
head cracking session Mr 
Sherlock told overyono 
that he was not a racialist. 
He could not aiford to be 
one since his sou was a 
Japanese-Jewish Ameri¬ 
can. But Miss Chaa would 
not budge. She said that 
Charlie Chan was speak¬ 
ing bad English and wa.s 
not following Chinese 
traditions. Thu script had 
directed Charlie Chan to 
bow. a tradition typical of 
the Japanese. What else 
could producer Sheiiork 
do but assure everyone 
that the great Chinese de¬ 
tective’s English would 
be improved. 


Hardhr bad the scanda¬ 
lous row over the screen¬ 
ing of the omtroversiai 
BBC TV film —“Death of 
a Princess” blown over 
when the BBC jumped 
into the fray once again. 
This time they telecast a 
film on the sensKivc 
issues of Saudi life. In 
the documentary the 
Saudi Arabian royal fami¬ 
ly was described as a 
“famfiy firm ... in an age 
of supermarkets". It was 
said that there was hypo-- 
cricy in the Saudi life. 
Rich people in the country 
drank and gambled when 
they were on foreign 
tours -but “piously suppor¬ 


ted" sevfsne punishments' 
for those who indulged in 
the same things at home. 
The documentary contain¬ 
ed extracts from inter¬ 
views with members of 
the Saudi royal family, 
Said the editor of pano¬ 
rama, Roger Bolton, “We 
didn't make any allcga-’ 
tlons in the programme 
that were not put to them 
in questions”. The docu*- 
mentary had been filmed 
in Saudi Arabia in Mardi 
and April and was to be 
shown before thd Death 
of a PrfaiGess. IVbatever. 
it is tile British sphit is 
not lacking when it comes 
to putting up a stiff fight 


Bloody wonderful! 



Lee tts Dracula 


Dracida lives; no 
longer the Mood sucking 
vampire, but a hero to his 
fans now, who have 
gotten togeiber to form 
the Dracuia Society- No 
is at work, trying to 
track down ail the set¬ 
tings which Bram Stoker 
has used in his world 
famous novel, Dracula. On 
April 20, 19B0, \he town 
ot Whitby. North York¬ 
shire, was pVesented with 
a bronze plate for a seat 
overlooking the harbour 
where the Vampire Count ■ 


Jeans for work 


Levi jeans are going 
Scotland. In an expansion 
programme, Levi Strauss 
the worid’s. largest doth < 
manufacturers will create 
1000 new Jobs starting 
next year in the country. 


The land has been bought 
and production begins 
next autumn. Hopefully 
unemployment fimres 
will now look less uue.. 
thanks to the jeans, Uue 
and others. 


came ashore from a 

wrecked schooner, in the 
shape of a biadt dog. 

The plate reads: “Twl , 

view from this seat iit 
spired Bram Stoker;- 

(1847-1912) to use Whit^ 
by as part of the setting , 
ot ... Dracula”. From tUs 
seat, the lodgings from 
which Lucy Westenra, 

the Count’s first Englisn 
female victim. went 

sleepwalking in her 
nightdress are visiUe, as 
The first person to use 
the seat after the bronze 
plate had been unveiled 
was Mrs Ann Dobbs, 
of Farnbam, Surrey, 
granddaughter of Bram 
Stoker, who is yet to 
read Dracula. When ask¬ 
ed for a reason, she 
said: “My father, when 
I was .young, told me 
that I would find it 
frightening. 1 don’t feel 
that I want to read it 
now”. A bottle of Rums- 
nUin plum brandy 
“bought in the Borgo 
Pass in Transylvania,, 
where (^unt Dracula 
met Jonathan Mariter 
and offered him plum 
brandy” was brought by 
Mr Bruce Wightman, tiie 
chairperson of the So¬ 
ciety. 
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Ils the IMF a bully 7 

l.i , ‘ 

I'K Yes, points out A. N. PRABHU 

T —**-'-|jjjj International! Mom.-tary Fund in a ci^ptic 

announcement on April 17, 1980 said: "Tne 
executive board ot the International Monetary 
Fund has decided that the. government of the 

__IPeople s Republic ol China represents China in 

■ the fund. Cnma’s quota is SUH 550 million.” The IMF 
* Sdid nothing more about China in the charactorisiic 
. nnnounceiiient. 'i’nis gives the impression that the bank 
, does not, and is not expected to say anything mure. A 
'■ banker-customer relationship has to be such that one 
client should know the least about another client. This is 
alt the more so in the case of a prestigious customer like 
China. Tins, however, does not mean that the IMF 
knows oniy as little as it gives out to the world. The IMF 
accumulates more information—every bit it can railed 
—than it can possibly use foi its legitimate function of 
a banker to the world. What it does with this informa¬ 
tion is 'anybody’s guess. Not only does the IMF gather 
every shred ol inlorinatiun from its members but it 
updates the information and possildy cross-checks it 
With other mciiibcr-countrics’ data. Why does the IMF 
bite oil nibre than it can chew’7 How does it help lor it 
to gather the minutest information on menibor-raun- 
tries? 

The IMF’s way of getting information is to send a 
detailed quc.stiunnairc to member-countries. A high 
•level team then descends on the host country for a face- 
to-tace talk with senior ofiiciais of the various economic 
MtitKtries. The lace cannot biulf even though some 
points in documents may. This logic is extended to the 
maximum. The IMF team cros.s-cxammcs the officials of 
iTicmbi'r-C'Juntries to elicit lurther details on statistics 
and other iiitorniation contained in the reply. The 40- 
page questionnaire is exhaustive and loaves nothing to 
chance. 

The questionnaire obviously places undue emphasis 
on ceitain sectors of the economy. It starts off by asking 
general questions on output in a chapter entitled “Factual 
information''. The country is to provide latest estimates 
. of a) iiationai income and b) ratios of domestic savings 
and total investment to national income for the past five 
years, fhe IMF also secures a sector and category-wise 
break-up ut the domestic savings and investment figures. 
For extimple,‘it wants estimates ot the kharif and rabi 
agricultui'jl production crop-wise for the period since 



1978-77. It expects comments on the crop damage resul¬ 
ting from drought and estimates of the reductions in 
the areas under cultivation and yields ot major crops 
and estimates of overall output short-fall attributable to 
the drought. Estimates of procurement and distribution 
ot kharif and rabi loodgrains during the last five years 
and thei latest estimates for the next year ar& called for. 
It also expects quarterly estimates of.^^'ks of food- 
grains in the central pool and with tbe^ate Govern¬ 
ments. 

Some ot the questions can be extremely trying to 
the uttkers. Here is an cxa;iiplc: “Please list the chan¬ 
ges made during 1978 and 1979 in the domestic pitjcure- 
iiient system for foodgraiiis including procurement prices, 
and the public distributiun system. Please provide details 
of the food tor work programme and the progress Af the 
programme since its inception in 1977. In particular, please 
indicate amounts and types of loodgrains distributed, 
nature of public works undertaken...'’ While the output 
of a country is a nccessai’v ingredient for judging the 
creditworthiness of a nicmber-country, it is baffling why 
the IMF should go to such details as: “Please describe 
the present pricing and proniicnicnt policies for cash 
crops—jute and mesta, cotton, sugar cane and major 
oilseeds—and pulses. Please indicate the changes m 
these since...” 

The officials may have to brush up their under¬ 
graduate economics in replying to some of the questions 
but woufld have to be much more accurate in the pro¬ 
cess. Another example: “Please give data on unit costs 
of the foodgram procurement, storage, aqd issue opera¬ 
tions, showing how these have changed owing to: a) 
the increased size of the buffer stock, b) wastage because 
of inadequate storage facilities and c) changes in pri¬ 
cing and distribution policy.” Here is a nut rather diffi¬ 
cult to crack: “Please provide commodity disposition 
tables for five years (and estimates and/or actuals thus 
far) showing production, domestic utilisation, exports, 
imports, and beginning and ending stocks for the fol¬ 
lowing: jute, tea, cotton, major oilseeds and sugar.” 

liic IMF asks: “Please provide a note on the cur¬ 
rent situation in the major industries jn terms of output, 
stocks of finished goods, changes in capacity and the 
late of capacity utilisation. Please provide data on the 
ontput of public sector enterpri.ses...for (five years)..." 
The list of questions is long and tiring. Here is another 
sample: “Please describe the principal production con¬ 
trol regulations (regulations on output or input mix, 
such as those on the output mix between electrical grade 
and other aluminium in the alumhiiuni industry: or 
rhe oil input mix in the vanaspati industry) governing 
major* industries and the changes in these regulations 
during...years...and their rationale" (emphasis mine). 

Another question is on crude production: “Please 
provide data on iniporl, output, consumption, and end- 
year stocks (both for tiscril and calendar year) for crude 
oil and the different pclroluuni product.s (including kero- 
.sene, hiel oil, furnace oil. gasoline, diesdl oil and naph¬ 
tha) for...(five .\car period)...Please provide projections 
for 1980 and 1981.'' Then, ‘please suniiiiarise the major 
developments in oil exploration, both offshore and on¬ 
shore, since 197'7. Please provide data on pioduction from 
Bombay High oillieilds as well as onshore oilfields in 
1977, 1978 and 1979 (estimates) and projections for 1980 
and 1981...provide a summary of the measures that are 
currently in effect to conserve petroleum and to encou¬ 
rage the substitution of other energy sources such as 
codl.” 

The area of oil is considered sensitive. Not much 
information in detail (technical) is generally given to 
the nation itself. The general response to any question 
on crude production is typical in the following sentence: 
“Mineral resources arc non-renewable. The principal 
mineral- resource of the region is petroleum whldh by 
itselt forms a special subject, and a specialised agency 
of the Government is solely responsible for the assess¬ 
ment and exploration, planning etc. much of the inform 
motion is classified and may not be discussed" (North 
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mine). But Snrely such a pica coiitd ndt be innile be¬ 
fore a global organisation like the IMF. It has to be pro 
vided with all and uptodatc information. And there 
should be no hesitation because this would result in 
suspicion among the deini-gods in the IMF. 

The questions on prices, wages, profits, etc are 
equally elaborate. It wants to know; “Please revise and 
update the data qn monthly wholesale price indices by 
commodity group provided in the answer to question... 

In addition, please correct and update attached table... 
outline the progress niadc during 1978-79 and the cur- 
lent year toward more realistic prices being levied in 
most states for irrigation and elcttricit,v. Please summa¬ 
rise Government pricing policy for fertilisers over the 
.same period...Please provide data on employment m 
the public and private sectors and on unemployment 
(such as the live registers of employment exchanges).” 

Strangely, the IMF is keenly interested in knowing 
the “available data on the number of emigrant Indians 
working in West Asian countries”. It also asks; “Please 
comment on the general situation with regard to labour 
relations...How many manda.vs were lost in (three years) 
due to strikes and lockouts? What hdve been the prin- 
cipal issues in dispute which have led to strikes or lock- 
.'uts, and ha.s thqre been any progress toward their reso¬ 
lutions?" A question on labour runs as CqHows; “Please 
'■ummarise the principal developments relating to wages, 
snl.iries, bonuses, and dearness allowances in the private 
.md public sectors...enumerate any adjustments to the 
dcarne.ss allowance formula..." 

Besides asking for three copies of the official texts 
ol the revised Sixth Plan document, the IMF wants to 
be enlightened on major revisions in the revised plan 
.iiul again their lationaln. It has comprehensive ques- 
iKJiis on the budgetary data for the Centre and the 
■.tates and union territories. Reserve Bank credit, profi. 
i.ibility of public sector enterprises, budgetary burden 
III) Centre and the states lor procuring and distributing 
ioodgrains and budget subsidies. It wants to know the 
lules and general! principles governing state Govern¬ 
ment deficit financing and Overdrafts on the RBI. 

It is not known why the IMF is so worried about the 
tonipulsory deposit scheme. It asks: “Please furnish the 
lollowing information with respect to the Additional 
LImuluments (Compulsory Deposit) Act and the Ckrmpul- 
sory Deposit Scheme (Incometax Payers) Act by revi¬ 
ving and updating the answer to question given earlier: 

. 1 ) disaggregated data on cumulated deposits under the 
separate facilities of these acts in 197^79 and 1979-80; 
b) a schedule of repayment of principal and interests 
for 1978-79 and 197^80 and 1960-81; c) a quantitative 
assessment of the additional] amount of compulsory de¬ 
posits that would have been collected in the past two 
years, and an estimate for 1980-81 if the CDS on one 
half of additional DA had not been abolished; d> a quan¬ 
titative assessment of the effect in 1978-79, 1979-80 and 
1980-81 of the changes, introduced in the budget for 
1978-79 in the' required deposit for taxpayers in various 
income categories and e) a note on any other major 
I'hangcs in me scheme since 1978-79 such as changes in 
the kiterest rate paid on deposits, changes in the me- 
•hod of repayment etc. 

The country is not generally aware of the media- 
nics of securing an IMF loan and the consequences of 
beroming a member of the august body. As a senior 
official put it: “We , are made nude and exposed fully 
to the gaze of the world.” Another official bemoaned 
that he has to part with information which would nor¬ 
mally have gone on a Minister’s supplementary “pad”— 
a euphemism for “tojt secret". The minister is expec¬ 
ted to part with the information only in case of an up¬ 
roar in either house of Parliament. Yet for enjoying 
the status of being a member of the global financial 
>orum, the copntry has to sacrifice its self-respect and 
put itself at the disposal of foreign nattonals. It is in 
this context that one is surprised that China, which bad 
insulated itself against outside influence for more than* 
a generation and a half, should have succumbed to the 
temptation. But one has to keep up with the Joneses 1 It 
IS for our parliamentarians to find out whether the IMP 
procedure in extracting infarmation is in keeping with 
our national Interest. 


GVE THE BRIDE 
THE BEST GIFT 
SHE DESERVES - 
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Rtfkhtt; Bent upon conq¬ 
uering the south 


I T is bad enough when a 
bigiiestablis^cd producer 
is faced with adverse publi- 
cKv regarding his lilin-in- 
thc-making. But a young 
new producer who is learn¬ 
ing the ropes about 
produtdioii can be visibly 
shaken when adverse and 
caustic cornincnts are 
printed about his first ever 
venture, even before its 
completion is anywhere, in 
siuhf! Shibu Mazum<tarJ 
Raakhee’s brother, who is 
producing the film Taaqal 
with Raj Grover, was rightly 
disturbed about a recent 
go.ssip-column Horn dispar¬ 
aging bis effort as well as 
branding his famous sister in 
the most vile tcrin.s. The 
Ma/uiiidar fainiilv is a close- 
knit unit, with brother and 
sisters pitching in together 
to share a normal, uniilmi 
life together. And news like 
this rocks the household 


c.spcciall.v when 
it is not true. 




Heena: Will she steal a march over Poonam ? 


L IKK Ills famous brothers, 
Akbar Khan who is 
i. comp.eting hi.s iirst lilin 
liaadsa (for the past three 
years!) is given to a lot of 
swagger and pomposky. even 
it physicalily he is not as 
tall or fuugh-louktng as hi.s 
eUler brolfir-rs But he cer¬ 
tainly can in.ik<> a lot of 
tough-sounding statemen'ts 
about himself, his work and 
the “stars” in his film. With 
V a sweetheart like 

nani<’ela. going around with 
dogged adoration in her 
eyes, especially during 
j, this scherlule. and ellder 
brothers I’eroze and San jay 
spreading a lot of lip- 
publicity for hi.s “fantastic” 
direction-production of 
liiiadsa ... their kid brother 
, Chico, ,i.s they call him. is 
walking no less than seven 
feet tall. 

‘ TVJOW look what everyone 
” Is is saying about 
^ Shalru and lirena’ Not much 
'|j diflerent from what they 
have been saying lor the 
past two or three years, but 
liere it is anyway. It seems 
at this point .Shatru li.is 
serious re.servat:ons about 
his impending marriage to 
hi.s liancee I’oonain—theirs 
is a 13 year affair—and, 
say the rumours, may 
actually opt for screen- 
steadv Re. na Roy. NoW isn’t 
this the nth time the 
man Ls cashing in on the 
will-be-woii’t-hc speculation 
by readers and tans alike? 

O NE hero who is very 
keen to s,.art up 
some lb mg with a new 
heroine of his, is Rajesh 
Khanna. The lady in ques¬ 
tion is Poonam Uhilion, his 
heroine of Red Rose, He 
bugged her when she 
showed a lot ol promise in 
Yash Chopra’s film Noarie 
and a bit-role in Kaala 
Palhhar and the far-seeing 
Rajesh opicd for hef m hk> 
new films. Now that tne 
advance reports of Red Rose 
are terrific, will Rajesh and 
Poonam blossom into a hit- 
films ifair? On the home 
front Rajesh has nothing 
to fear, Oimpde rather 
likes Poonam and under¬ 
stands that connections like 
these arc purely profession¬ 
al. 

A QUIET headway is 

reportL*dly being made 
bv none other than dear 
oP Rekha, who is currently 
riding high on the film- 


' * 'f ‘ 



Sanjepo Kumar: BrpakfaM^i 
lunch-din ner look J 

scciK' wiiii her 'i. wi'U 
ci)-stai Kunuiluhasun ol the 
South. News goes that all'.', 
not too well on the V.ini 
Kiiiii,iiaha.s<iii lioiii 'AikI 
Vani is not a lYPicul sob- 
aud-ciidiirc type ol llniilii 
stiee. t'oi all liei sug.ir- 
cdiidv looks she is siipiMised 
to Ik; quite a liii'ljr.iml. 

Let’s hope Iteuhj d.iesil’t 
bung out the woi^l in her, 
or ihi.s gill might wi'll 
iiiei'l her uialcii' 

OEEN but not iK'lieved. 

O Sanjccu Kumar actually 
reporting for a two o’clock 
shift by two-lhiiiv and 
ready by three rind ^tl(■n 
turning down an oftei of 
hot 'luiicfi 1 10111 one of the 
eager helpers in the unit! 
lie chose to giyc his shot 
iii.stea<l. Ttien the inys'iery 
was solved, the oiler was 
ol a pi,un-looking (iupii.ili 
thaali, rc-smiibliiig the one 
Picpdi'od at his own home 
day in day out. Now if it 
were a table-load ol spicy 
Punjabi meat prepaiations, 
or bettcT still some Chinese 
lare. then friend .Sanjeev 
would ceitainly have kept 
bis dkeclor waiting! 

B ig budget films are 

slowly bowing out, and 
this was revealed b.v a trade 
bigwig him.seir. It is films 
like Khubiuwat which hold 
swav over giants like the 
not-too-succossful Burning 
Train. Wonder what will 
happen to the giant-sized 
prices that stare like 
Bachhan and t.o, demand 
and get, when small films 
Will be the order of the 
day. ■ 








KHAAS BAA3: 


E lGll'l yi'J's ago, d num- 
b( r o» i>. ‘ip»e were 
nmrtleictl in the vicinity ot 
Matiuis airport. Toe victims 
vvcif rich Indian busincss- 
iiicii IP. inning troin the 
then Malaya or Japan. 
y\.V M. sundaram’s new 
Idinii lilin xn-iiicd AppiOiwr 
in piled by tiiis string nl 
iiiumIcis. The ca.st includ^.s 
Gc'i lha ChuuUhury ami /t t'. 
Saklht, a renowned director. 
Uma Srt who was recently 
hail.II.g lor .se.xy roics is 
icatuied in a sizzling caban t 
and a number ol cxci'.ing 
bcilrooin -scenes. In siiy ca.se 
Mina Sri has b-’cn 1 card 
asl-ung people around her: 
V\ln'n will they abolish 
ceiisoi.ship?” 

O Nl.i; upon a time Bhara 
iiiaja's name in b.dd 
li'tteis outside a movie hall 
I ll-Ill I'll a liliii's success; 

Uie (iowd.s would rush in 
iM.liuul wanting so know 
aiiythuig more llis lopitli 
liliii which was r.'leased 
la t year luriied out a 
roaring succe.ss. His jubilant 
tans now .s.iv. “110111 you 
icmcmber shat his other 
three lilms were a'-so hits. 

So now watch out lor the 
^ 1(11111 h” Hut Knllukkum 
I'.irum ill which Bharatiraia 
has acted as a IWin director. 


has been rctxiived ra^iher 
mildly. It had aipoor 
opening but later the film _ 
picked up some \einpo. Tliis 
has cHinvinced the movie¬ 
goers and the film indiist: 
in general, tuat like o.hers. 
bbi.ratiraja too isn’t 
invincible. He did not even 
distribute his film wisely. 
Naturally, he is a sad man 
today. If Bed Rosi clicks 
we wWl surely .see him 
smiling once again. 

W HEN ShaBmar was 
being shot, a Telugu 
prouuccT described his next 
venture .as Andhra’s 
Shalimar. He couldn’t 
have his film 
released betore Shalimar 
Rut once the lute of 
Krishna Shan’s lilm was 
known, the ambitious soul 
kept his mouth shut. 
Anyway, at least hLs film 
proved to be a mini hit. 
Similar dlahiis were heard 
wnen Burning Train was 
being shot. A Toiugu tilin 
starring Zarina Wahab was 
claimed as South India’s 
Burning Tram with Stiver 
Streak atmosphere.... 

B efore he parted 
rompanv with his 
brother Sandow Umnappa 
Devar, director M. A. 



Thirumugham used to spawn 
two hits a year. A sizable 
number of them featured 
Mon as tiie hero. Most of 
these lilms were shot in 
dingy Madras studios with 
Devar’s retinue of animals 
in attendance. After 
hibernating tor some time. 



Uma Srt: Buggad by censorship Utm 


Thirumugham was commis¬ 
sioned to direct a glossy 
venture called Dharmaraja, 
Forgetting the old studios, 
Thirumugham decided to 
shoot Dhaxmaraja in Japan 
and the neighbouring 
countries. Not only has the 
tulm turned out to be more 
ridiculous than the average 
trash, it has also presented 
Sivaji in one of the worst 
roles of his career. The 
karate scenes are positively 
painful. 

K OK/LA,the beautifull 
Kannada him, starring 
Kamalahasan and Shoba 
was screened in Madras 
only recently. In one of the 
picnic scenes a familar face 
was spotted. Some believed 
it belonged to Seema. 

Others wouAdn’t agree. 
Seema was a junior artiste 
when Koktla was made, and 
she used to act in half- 
minute scenes in many films. 
In her beuroom tnere are 
trophies from several hit 
films. She proudly points 
out the trophy of a Tamil 
him Andaman Kadali winch 
continued for 100 days. “1 
appeared in one of the 
dance scenes in the film. 

By the lime it was released, 
I was already a heroine in 
my own right, thanks to 
Her Nights. 'The producer 
Muklha Srinivasan gracious¬ 
ly presented me a troph.v^ 
said the beaming 
Seerlh. 


PIOUSJI 
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VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning May 18 

This week the Sun and Mercury are conjoined In Taurus. Venus is in Oemini and Rahu, Jupiter, Saturn and Mars are 
assembled in Leo. Uranus is in Libra, Neptune In Scorpio. Kethu alone ie etili In Aquarius. The Moon will be moving 
through Cancer, Leo and Virgo from Qemini. 



ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) An exception¬ 
ally busy week that will 
bring you a great deal 
of success provided 

you put in much time and effort. A 
business partnership will bear fruit. 
Keep away from gambling and 
speculative enterprises. A great deal 
will depend on how calculating you 
are. You should keep an eye on 
your children’s health. Good 

dates: 18, 19, 21 and 24. Lucky 
numbers: 3, 9 and 10. Favouraoie 
direction: South. 

, - TAURUS (April 21 — 

y”' Mey 22) The first three 

“ days of the week will 

1 , I be fruitful and some 

success will come 
your way. The remaining days will 
be somewhat difficult and trying. 
Guard against quarrels and acci¬ 
dents. Curb impeiuousity— watch 
business and correspondence, avoid 
overstrain. Elders and children will 
aid you. Avoid speculation and 
sports. A letter will bring you un¬ 
expected news. Good oatoe: 18, 19, 

20 and 23. Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and 
7. Favourable direction: South-west. 

r . GEMINI (May 23 — 

V . June 21) This week will 

V ’/i .’J'l) prove mainly happy and 
/ , ^ T, * successful. You will 

‘ make steady progress 

in all your undertakings. This will 
bring you praise from all. A female 
relative may occasion anxiety. 
Elders retard progress and cause 
concern. Check alt extravagant 

tendencies. Avoid rich food and 

keep to your normal rn.jtinj 
Keep your temper under con¬ 
trol. Good dates: 18, 19. 20 

21 and 24. Lucky numbers; 2,8 and 
9. Favourable direction: South-west. 

, CANCER (June 22 —■ 

lY ^ July 22) Although your 

■ L ra-Y recent difficulties will 

- gradually cease to worry 

' ‘ ^ you, you will continue 

to experience minor obstacles on 
the business front and among rela¬ 
tives. Some unreasonable opposi¬ 
tion on the part of an older person 
of the opposite sex Is to be expect¬ 
ed. Let not your present good for¬ 
tune be lost through extravagance 
or overopUmlsm. An Important 
travel is presaged. Good dalee: 19, 
21. 23 and 24. Lucky numbara: 4, 7 
and 8. Favourable direction: South¬ 
west 



LEO (July 28 — August 
22) A mixed grill is 
your portion. Financial 
gains should surely out¬ 
weigh the losses but in 
love affairs the greatest caution 
must be exercised. Take care test 
through some sudden impulse or 
outspoken comment you imperil 
your employer's good opinion of 
you ana prejudice your prospects 
of promotion. A happy romance or 
domestic event will bring you last¬ 
ing ioy. Good dalee: 19, 21, 22 and 
24. Lucky numbara: 5, 9 and 2. Fav¬ 
ourable diraction: South. 

‘ / V ^ VIRGO (August 23 -- 

I September 20} Busl- 

V 'v ness, love and domes- 

. %)'; I tic matters occasion 

anxiety and should be 
tackled resolutely. Events beyond 
your control tend to cause big 
changes, but courage to adapt your¬ 
self to it will not be lacking. AH' 
that glitters Is not gold. You will 
have to postpone a Journey unex¬ 
pectedly. Weekend will be' fruitful 
In dealings with auspicious corres¬ 
pondences. Good dates: 19, 20, 22 
and 24. Lucky numbers: 7. 2 and 4. 
Favourable dlrecLon: North-west. 

; LIBRA (September 23 
I-,/-; - — October 22) An un- 

-U’ expected event will 
j . I.Y; ultimately prove bene¬ 
ficial, but watch financ- 
ea closely. Drive and Initiative will 
reward you well. Beneficial changes 
in profession, travel and Improved 
health are portended. Prefer re- 
queeLs and push business to the 
utmoft, The health of an elder may 
cause you some anxiety. Exercise 
caution with your partner Good 
dates: 20. 21. 22 and 24. Lucky 
numbers; 2, 7 and 4. Fevoureble 
diraction: North-east. 

r SCORPIO (Octotier 23 
— November 21) A 
( buey, active, successful 
Y' week Ie ahead of you. 

- Valuable help from 
eiders and secret sources, as well 
as through your own endeavours 
wilt be forthcoming. Choose friends 
ot the opposite sex with care and 
discretion. Children will prosper. 
Courtship and marriage are best 
deferred. Your planned travel Is 
well signified. Walt for im¬ 
portant letters. Good oatesi 18, 19 
22 and 24. Luclqr numbere: S, 9 and 
11 . Favourable direction: West. 


I 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
bar 22 — Deoembsr 22) 
Your friends may be- 
;% iYt'i you- You will be 

■'y blamed by your rela¬ 

tives and friends. Avoid gambling, 
betting and speculation. You will 
have adequate financial resources 
to surmount, the urgent require¬ 
ments. A short Journey is pre¬ 
saged. Take care of your health. 

Check all extravagant tendencies. 
Good.dates: 20, 22 and 24. Lucky 
numbara: to, 3 and 6 . Favourable 
direction: North-east. 

V7 CAPRICORN (December 
\ ^ V \i> 23 ■— January 20) Mix- 

\,vv5a ed stellar Influences 

indicate some success. 


n 


(,-,W - - - 

- i You wilt t^ 0 |(| In high 

esteem by others. A good week for 
love and matrimonial affairs. Your 
family will contribute to your happi¬ 
ness. Members of your family may 
go on an Important Journey which 
wilt incur a lot of expense. Sports 
and speculative sources are well 
signified. Good dale#: 18, 19, 20 
and 23. Lucky numbeie: 1 , 4 and 7 . 
Favourabla directions: East and 
South. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
^ __ February 19) Some 

V )■; good fortune and a lot 

, ' of happiness are your 

portion this week. Some 
will buy new vehicles, ornaments 
and clothes for their families. 
Correspondence will bring In good j 
news about auspicious agreements \ 
being settled. There will be some , 
sort of change In profession. Those j 
(facing foreign exchange prob- i 
lems are likely to find a solution 
soon. Good datea: 18, 19, 23 and 
24. Lucky numbers: 4, 6 and 9. Fav- 
'OuraMa diraction: East. 

' <3 PISCES (February 20 

active and successful 
week bringing In much 
happiness. A romantic 
courtship or a "happy event" is 
scheduled for you. Many oppor¬ 
tunities for financial expan¬ 
sion and happiness will come 
your way. Guard against nervous 
exhaustion through excessive zeal 
and over-work. Guard against at¬ 
tempted misrepreasntatlon In busi¬ 
ness. Good dates : 10 , 20,23 and 24 
Lucky numbara: 2 , 7 and 11. Fav¬ 
ourable diraolione: East and South. 


M. B. RAMAN 
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in life never lose their freshness? 












VARIETY 



this inclia 



WARDHA A brndeKiooin who 
rciuhed the iiianiJK^^’ paudai tierc on 
TiKMiav (April 22) had to ictnni uu- 
niiiricd l)ccju-.c the bride, Shakun 
Idi.i, icfuird to niairv him as he was 
iiiidiM tile iiillueritc of tiiiuer. Tlie 
biulejiiooiii and the “Baraat" had 
(XMiir all the W’.iy Irom Ajmer Minu 
tcs lx,'loie the eereinonv startid 
Shaluintala declared, "1 cannivt m ike 
an addict my life partner" and lid' 
the pandal. Soon tliereaftcr, a yoiilh 
from Gondia in Uliandara district, 
Santush Kumar Joshi, offered to 
marry Shakuntala and the marriage 
was soUeninised the same day —Ttmet 
of India (G N. Kliadse, Bhilai) 

MORAUABAD: A bride was stripped 
and deserted, near her viilafie on 
Sunday (April 20) as her father could 
not give a bicycle and a buffalo as 
dowry. The bridegroom’s relations 
bad a tiff with the bride's father 
when he e:tpressed his helplessness 
in meeting their additional demand 
toi a bicycle and buffalo. They took 
the bride idong with them but alh'g- 
edlv de.serted her near Kandi village 
alter relieving her of her clothes and 
orii.iiiients. • The bridge's father has 
lr«lged a report with the iwlioe— 
/he Hinduslan I mu's (Q- M. Asghar, 
Jamshedpur) 

.’idip abr^ad__ 

LO.N'DOK An officer of the 
fndi.m Administrative Service, on a 
shoit official a-ssiKiiiiiciit here, has 
thalh iiged his prosecution on charges 
• •1 .slmplittiiig and opted to go on 
''m! 'nie offiis'i h.is also been char 
/r 1 witli Irving to 4i$$ault a seruritv 
n: 'll and a sales girl who had accused 
l!’ i of stealing ft i.s one of the rare 
( ' ■ : in which foreign visitors to 
I ■' d'lii, tharged with the .shoplifting 
<)i 'U(, have preferred to face trial 

11 , ' id ot taking the customaiy ad- 
\i' of soia itoi v to plead guiltv and 
b- .ifd tl ' .vbv avoiding legal pro- 
a-c d.igs t ■•'tibli.sh their innocence. 
Ti’ >i<i.-tc (>; hoplifting cases in the 
Ovlond Slice, 'cported during the 
touri^^ sc,isoi \er\ year raises the 


30 for thr> cnlry given first without comment 


GHAZIABAD ; It was an examina¬ 
tion in law. And the examinee a 
custodian ot law. But the senior sub- 
inspector of police appearing for the 
first year LL.B. examination at MMH 
college here was not by any means a 
rcjipcctcr of rules. He was found 
copying. The invigilator, however, did 
nut take kindly to this. But the police¬ 
men on duty apparentlv did not like 
their boss being disturbed by the 
invigilator. They threatened him. The 
matter, however, did not end there. 
Other students appearing for the exa¬ 
mination raised slogans and even 
turned violent. That brought the se¬ 
nior police officials to the examina¬ 
tion hall and the situation was ulti¬ 
mately brought under control—Ttmes 
of India (Narendra Chauhan, Raipur) 

JAIPUR : An Ayurvedic dispensary 
ill Jeejiaila village is being run by a 
clas.s four employee. He is the lone 
fuiictionarj ot the dispensary. He 
indents for medicines and brings 
them from the district headquarters, 
examiiie.s the patients, enters their 
luimes in the rcgistei and gives them 
the metliciiies. Though it is four 
yeais since the dispensary was open¬ 
ed It has neither a doctor nor a com¬ 
pounder The villagers said they were 
being told now' and then that a doc¬ 
tor wouhl be posted but none had 
('ome so far — The Hindu (S. C. 
Sekar. Madras) 

KURNOOL : A 32-year-old middle 
class fanner of Ycdduladoddi village 
ill Kurnool District has broken his 
2l)-ycar-old gambling habit by maim¬ 
ing himself. It is stated that the far¬ 
mer, B. Gopala Reddy. addicted to 
playing cards, had been heavily los¬ 
ing for sometime now. On Friday 
last (April 18) he staked his last 
hundred and lost. He went to his 
father’s grave in the village, swore 
never to touch cards again and, to 
make sure, severed his right fis^ 
from the wrist with a knife— Decoon 
Herald (P. S. J. Gupths. Bangalore) 



IN 100 days, Mrs Gaodhi must 
have made 100 new appointments 
and ordered 100 transfers. In M 
weeks in power, Mrs Gandhi must 
have withdrawn 14 cases against 
herself and her family—Piloo Mody 
quoted in Contour 

BEFORE we talk of providing a 
viable alternative, we have to esta¬ 
blish our crediMlity among the 
people..-Mrs Gandhi has the qua¬ 
lity to lead...We bavp no direction 
at aB—^N. G. Goray at the Janata 
Party convention in Bombay 

I AM happy I am out of it—^H. 
Bahuguna at a Press conference 
after quitting the post of Congress 
(1) secretary-general 

...WE are Communists, we don’t 
believe in violence. But if we are 
hurt we will not sit like Jesus 
Christ—Jyotirmoy Bosu.CPhf MP 

DELHI should realise that we arc 
are nut gonuutas (underlings) of 
Union Ministers — West Bengal 
Finance Minister Ashok Mitra, in 
reaction to Union Agriculture 
Minister, Rao Birendra Singh’s 
statement that no Minister of 
West Bengal had met him during 
bis stay in Calcutta f 

HE (Channa Reddy) has no faith 
in the implementation of the 20 
point programme of Gandhi 
and has already expressed his hat¬ 
red for our leader. Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi—^Two prominent Andhra 
Pradesh Congress (I) legislators in 
a memorandum to the Prime 
Minister and Home Minister 

THE Assam movement is picnic 
style where ladies belonging to 
upper income groups are partici¬ 
pating with sandwidi, jeUy and 
jam in their bggs—Jyoti Basu, 
Chief Minister West Bengal 

TRIPURA is neither Assam nor 


unanswerable question if some at 
least of those accused mav not have 
ended up wrongly in the dock. Very 
often the store detective’s word be¬ 
comes the -last and the customer, is 
told by his .solicitor that even if he 
piovcs his innocence, he wUI have to 
pay his costs It is gathered, the In¬ 
dian oflicial who is doing a coune 
under the auspices of the British 
(kruncil, went to an Oxford Street 
shop last week, wearing a jacket he 
had bought in the same shop two 
days earlier. He tried a few blazei-s. 
did not buy any item and left the 
shop. A shop girl apparently suspect¬ 
ed that be was walking out with the 
Jacket without paying for it and call¬ 
ed him back m-Titnee of timd 


Manipur — Nripen Chakravartys.; 
Chief Minister of 'Rripura in the 
context of the turmoil ia the 
North-east 

I DON’T believe in superpowers... 

1 recognise USA as an imperialist 
power and I consider USSR to be 
a defender of liberathm move¬ 
ments in Asia, Africa and America 
—Babrak Karmal 

MY friendship with SanJay and 
Rajiv (Gandhi) is not based on po¬ 
litics but because we like eadi j 
other. Sanjay came to my wedd- ; 
ing and I weht to his—^Amitabh 
Bacfacfaan 

IF you know the alphabets, you 
can read comic strips, but to go 
beyond that, you ueM some gre.t' 
ffl.atter—Mrinal Sen 
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does not just clean your 
skin it has antibacterial and 
antifungal properties too. 




your teeth 


Mention lengueee. 



Now in a 
bigger size 

^ and a smart 

MaiQO Soap made with .1 new 
n.iturtiS valu.ihlc gift Neeni ^wrapper, y 
Oil’ IS the only toilet soa(i 
with full herbal and niedici- '"*»■— 

nal properties M ago Soap riot only i loans. 
It keeps the skin healthy Matyo hu.ip lot all 
seasons, all .iges 
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Like Wills Filter. 

Filter and tobacco perfectly 
matched. Taste that truly 
satisfies-time after time. 

Millions of smokers wouldn't 
have it any other way. 

Wills Filter. Once 

_ — tried it-you stay with it. 


India’s largest-selling 
filter cigarette 


« - ---1 . 
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WIUSnUB*^ 
sa, FHttraiidtolMccopede^ _ 

^ Maximum price Rs. 2.45 for 10 subject ^yi axej 
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chess 

Short pHocii) lo OMIVO 



Milos (WhHo) 

PoaMon altar WhHa'a 2$th moaa 

Game of tho monlii 
HAVING wriRen last wook about tho British 
Championship. I should like this week to 
underline the outstanding performance of 
Nigel Short To share first place in a 
national championship at the age of 14 is 
something quite out of the ordinary. I stres¬ 
sed last week that the Swiss system under 
which the championship was played does 
have a tendency to throw up freak results, 
but Nigel's success was no fluke One has 
only to study his games to confirm this. I 
give as evidence his game against lony 
Miles, who was of course strongly favoured 
to win the tournament. The maturity and 
class of Nigel's play is quite staggering from 
one so young - no doubt it gave Tony Miles 
quite a shock as well 
White A J Miles. Black N Short 
British Championship, Chester 1979 
French Defence 

1. P—<M. P—K3: 2. P—K4 A surprising 
choice One would expect Tony Miles to 
choose a queenside opening where his 
greater experience would tell. 

2... P-iM; 3. N—OB3. B-MS; 4. P a P Not 
quite as harmless as it might seem, but 
there are sharper continuations 
4. . . PxP; S. B--Q3. N—OB3: «. P-Ofl3. 
BxN-f 7. PaB, N—B3: Improving on 
Korchnoi's play against Miles in South 
Africa earlier in the year, where White 
obtained some advantage after 7 
KI4-K2. a. O—H5' 

a. B—KNS. a-K2-i- 9. N—K2, B~02; A 
good plan, preparing to castle long On 9 
O—O the pin on his knight would later 
prove very troublesome 
10. 0-0. P—KR3; 11. B—KB4, 0—0—0; 
12. P—B4, B—K3; 13. P—BS. P—KN4; 14. 
B—02, N-^St Seizing the initiative White 
IS not given a chance to exploit his bishop 
pair I 

IB. 14-N'i, P—B4; 10. P—KBS, NxB; 17. 
Q a N. P—U; Establishing an rxitposi on K6 
which will eventually deckla the game. 

10. B—NS, B—02; 19. KR—K1, 0-B3; 20 
O—B3. OR—K1; With this rook so that the 
knight has a retreat to 01. 

21. O—N3, R—KOI With tho nice tactical 
point 22. Ox OP? B—K3 

22. B-03, N-01; 23. P-BO, B—04; 24. 

BaB-r QaB; 20. O— R2, KR-K1; 20. 
R-Na, 26 PxP laite to 26 . RxN. 27 

RxR. RxR;2S Qx R. OxR+ (DIAGRAM) 
20. . . P—Not The triumph of Black's 
strategy If 27 PxOP P x P 20 Px P R—N1* 
29 K—R1 0—R6 or 27 PxNP QnP 26 
PxP P—B6 


27. R-KB1, PaP; 20. PaP. R-N1 r; 29; 
K—R1, O-RO; 30. R-KB2. RaBPf 31. 

N—N1, R—KO; The tactics bland in vary 
naturally with Black's play. 32 N a 0 allows 
mate after 32 . R— M+ 

32. R—N2, Q-K3; 33. RaR. QaR; 34. 
PxP. P—M; Miles has made the most of 
his meagre rasouroas, but the advance of 
this pawn is loo much for anyone to rxipa 
with. 

30; P—<10. Sheer desperation. The threat 
was 35. . . R—KO amf 35 R—Nt failed to 
.35 R—K7I3S...O—N4; Playing for male, 
though 35 Oxa36RxO N—K3 also wins 
easily (27 H—02 N x OP* 30 R x N P—B7 39 
R—01 R—KO) 

30. P-Q7+, KxP; 37 O—N1, N-K3, 30. 
O—H7+, K—B3. 39. O—KB7. NxOP: 40. 
O—OB4. QxP; 41. O—R4*^. P—N4. 42 
O—Q1. 0-04. 43. R—KB2. R—K7. 44 
0-N1(A. K—N2, 45 NxR, PxNr, 46 
Ft—N2. N—87, and White resigned 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 


In Problem 4 of the Christmas 0>mpetilion 
the bidding at love all was 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

No 34F dble No 

South holds 

* 0 7 5 2 
V J 10 3 
e A 10 0 
« A 5 4 

Competitors ware asked how many points 
(Hit of 5 they would award to (a) Pass, (b) 
3B (c) 3NT. (d) 4*. (e) 4B 

This problem distributed an American 
panel into tire five direirtions mentioned 
above Sinco no bid is ideal, the best 
approach is to eliminate the inferior 
choices To bid simply Three Spades when 
you hold two Aces is feeble, you will surely 
^1 the blame if game is missed. To plunge 
into Four Spades on 8 7 5 2 is unattractive 
The main objeclion to Four Clubs is that 
partner with 4-4 in the majors will bid Four 
Hearts, which may go badly I don't think 
there is much wrong in a pass, which may 
bring in 300. or in 3NT. The fact that you 
hold three clubs means that in notrumps 
you will probably be able to keep East out of 
the lead, and partner can always take out 
3NT into a long major Marking Pass—4. 
341—2, 3NT—5, 44i—2. 44—2 

Pr o bl e m 5 presented a little known defen- 
sive position After 1NT by South. 3NT by 
North, West leads the Jack of spades and 
sees 


41 O 
V K J 5 
♦ 0108642 
4 9 6 2 


4 J 1096 42 
M Q 9 3 
♦ A K 
4 0 6 


N 

W E 
S 


The Quean of spndes holds the first trick 
On a iow diamond from dummy East plays 
the 3 and South the Jack. How should West 
plan the defenoai 

East's 3 of diamonds is probably the 
lowest of three; at any rate. West musi 
assume that South holds a dosbieton and 
that the contract can be defeated only by 
shutting out the long diamonds 
To attack the heart entry by leading the 3 
will not avail if South holds lOx x he will 
play low Irom dummy and will establish an 
entry even if East holds up the Ace. But the 
Queen of hearts may be a killer. East, of 
course, will hold up the Ace. for two munds 


if naoaaaaiy. and South will be unable to 
bring in the diamond suit. Marking. 40—5. 
• 9 or 4 3—3. others—8. 


TERENCE REESE 

I- 

stamps 





4 


Instead of collecting the issues of a particu¬ 
lar country or group of countries, many 
philatelists prefer to make a collection of 
the stamps which illustrate a single theme 
or topic, regardless of the countries from 
which they come Popular choices include 
the story of aviation, space exploration, 
winter sports, music or art on stamps, and 
all categories of wildlife A new series from 
San Marino will please collectors of trees on 
stamps EtKih of the 10 stamps features a 
different tree, among them a o^ar of Leba¬ 
non, a eucalyptus, a horse chestnut and. on 
the 170-lire stamp (above), a baobab tree. 
The new stamps are the work of a Swiss 
artist. Anne-Marie Trechslin. who has 
designed several other botanical series for 
San Marino 



The definitive stamps on sale in the Channel 
Island of Guernsey depict different coins 
which have cirgulated in the bailiwick since 
1830. when the distinctive coinage of cop¬ 
per doubles was introduced to replace the 
mixture of French and British coins then in 
use Sixteen of the stamps, ranging from (p 
to 20p, were issued last year and the three 
high values. 50p. £1 and £2. are due lor 
-issue this week The 50p stamp features the 
square cupro-nickel 10s coin minted in 
1966 to mark the 900th anniversary of the 
battle of Hastings As a result of Duke 
William's victory, the kingdom of England 
was added to his Norman and Channel 
IslaiKf possessions A portrait of William the 
Conqueror forms the reverse design of the 
coin 

c. w. HILL 
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YOUTH CONGRESS 
UPSET... 


DID THE Youth Congress get as 
many tickets for the state Assem 
bly elections as it expected ? The 
answer, suiprisingly. is “no”. The 
Yuuih Cungrtss, in fact, has bn-n 
snubbed, and many of its leaders 
have been rifusjd tickets. The 
most supiising was Ih/ <ase ot 
Arun Kumar S.ngh (also known 
as Munna). A general secTJtary of 
the latiian Youta Coi gr. ss (I), 
blngh was not only an important 
functionary in the organisatiuii. 
but also a sitting MLA from Jaun- 
pur in Uttar Pradesh—and he was 
elected when the Janata Party 
was riding high. The Rajasthan 
Youth Congress chief Ramchanda- 
ni was disappointed too when the 
Rajasthan list appeared. 

This does not mean that young 
people did nut get tickets, or that 
Saniay Ganuhi ignored his follow¬ 
ers. Not at all. But hi.; seems to 
have begun trusting his personal 
loyalists out.side the Youth Cong¬ 
ress fold mure than those within 
this organisation. San jay Singh 
«on of the raja of Amethi. and 
Akbar Ahmed (alias ‘Dumpy’, an 
anglicised nickname given in Ooon 
School, where he studied with 
Sanjay Gandhi), have been nomi¬ 
nated because of their friendship 
with Sanjay Gandhi. Ail this is 
making the Youth Congres.s lead¬ 
ers wonder if their organisation 
has outlived its utility for Saiiiav 
Gandhi. 


...BUT TYTLER IS 
DELIGHTED _ 

BUT WHILE others were licking 
their recently inflicted wound.s. 
one. Youth Congress leader was 
jubilant. His name: Jagdish Tytler. 
A creature of Sanjay Gandhi’s, he 
rose into prominence during tha 
Emergency, and then won an un- 
'cxpccted viclory from Delhi in the 
Lok Sabha polls. He now occupies 
a prominent position at I. Safdai-' 
Jung Road (the PM’s resid-nre). 
He wa.s entrusted with the impor¬ 
tant task of resolving disputes bet¬ 
ween various factions in the slates 
during the hectic days of ticket 
distribution. According to a lead¬ 
er from Bihar. Tvtiei’s methods 
were unique. He asked the rlvul 
factions to present their separate 
lists of candidates to him. so that 
he could prepare a consensus list. 
Then he went and simply ignored 
all the recommendations made bv 
all the fadions. and read out. be¬ 
fore the Prime Minister (where 


none of the factional leaders 
could dare open their mouths) a 
completely independent list, of his 
own. 


GET THE MESSAGE ? 

THE man to watch in New Delhi’s 
foreign atlairs circuit is Surdar 
-Swaran ‘singh. the reh-.d-tuined- 
special envoy of Mrs Gandhi. On 
•the night ol M.iy ti. Delhi Door- 
darshan h.id teleca.st obituary re- 



lerenc's to Yugosl.ivia’s late Pre¬ 
sident Marshal Tito. Among th<- 
spi'akers were President .Saiijiva 
Reddy, the,- PM Mrs Gandhi, and 
Sardar Swaiaii .Singh. The exler 
nal affairs Mini.ster. ,Mr P. V. Nara- 
simha Rao, was ronspii uously ab¬ 
sent. Mr Kao’s message had. 
however, been hroadcist over AIR. 
While it was wise to invite Mi 
Singh for his experience of exter¬ 
nal affairs, having h>'-ld that poil- 
folio under Nehru, Shastri and Mrs 
Gandhi, one cannot help reading 
som " signilic-inc<' into this Dooi- 
darshan gesture. 


MY PRINCE vs 
YOUR QUEEN 

THE Madhya Bharat region of 
Madhya Pradesh is going to wit¬ 
ness a unique electoral battle in 
the coming Assembly polls; the 
nominees of a mother will be con¬ 
testing the nuiiiinees of a son in 
the districts ot Morena, Bhind, 
Gwalior, Shujapur, Guna. ShivDuri 
and Datia. II this sounds like a 
good old feudal battle, well, it Ls. 
Th/; mothei is none other than 
the Rajmala Vijayaraje .Scindiu. 
who tried, with disastrous resulU, 
to defeat Mrs Gaiidlii in Rae liare- 
11. Her candidates will be conlesl- 
ing on Hire lotus syiiibol ol tb(! 
Bhartiya Janata Parly (which Is 
the latest version ol the old Jana 
Sangli). And ligliling h'-r canoi- 
dates will be the iioininees ol her 
soil, Madiiaviao .Si.iiidia, who in the 
January pulls, coiiU'.sted and won 
from MP on the (.loiigiess (I) tic¬ 
ket. atti*r having ioined the Party 
on the eve ol the polls, l-’or the 
Asiembly elections, all his follow¬ 
ers have been given noininations 


from this region, much to the dis¬ 
may of the Congress (I) people 
who have been with Mrs Gandhi 
for a much longer while than the 
prince. The Congress (I) High 
Command has even overlooked 
the “jail-going” criteria which It 
impo.sed on almost everybody else. 
One senior Congress (I) leader 
from Madhya Bharat has dccid -d 
to stay at home in the May h 'at 
rather than campaign for the can¬ 
didates of the Rajmalial. 


EVERYONE WELCOME 

NARGIS DUTT, recently nominat¬ 
ed to the Rajya .Sabha bv Mrs 
Gandhi, has managed to get one 
of her nominees on the list of 
Congress (1) candidal*‘s from UP. 
Piishpa Cniiauhan will be fighting 
from Sikandrarao in Aligarh on 
the Congress (I) ticket; she is re 
lated to a fi'm produe-r. K. P. 
Singh. Another interesting Cong¬ 
ress (I) candidate is Bholj N.ith 
Pandev. who was one of the two 
young men wlio hijacked an Indi¬ 
an Airlines aircraft. Incidentally 
in the missivr* UP list there are 
two candidates who have been, in 
the pa.st, detained under COFEPO- 
SA; these c.indidatcs will contest 
from Bampur and Shahjalianpur 
di.stricts. And. most fascinating is 
the fact that a well-known BSS 
man is the Congress (I) candidate 
from Badaun d'strict 


BULLY FROM 
SCHOOL 


THE firebrand Congre.ss(I) MP 
from the Vidharb.i region, J. B. 
Dhote, is up in arms .igainst some 
powerful ir:*ctiuns of the ruling 
Party, lie is repotted to have 
written a letter to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter li.sling specific charges of high- 
liandedne.ss in Parly atlairs again.st 
another M.'’. a one-lime scliooliiiatc 
ol Sanjay Gandhi. Dhoti; is said 
to have pointed out in the kilter 
that with its pre.seiil system of 
functioning, the Congress (I) 
could only defeat its own purpose.. 


UNITY IN DIVERSITY 

WHAT exactly is the Janata Party 
headed by Chandrashekhar trying 
to prove ? It has formed an alli¬ 
ance with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party in Riijasthaii. and Gujarat, 
and made local Meat adjustments 
with Ih.il Parly in Uttar Pradesh. 
M.idhy.i Prad sli. Bihar and Maha- 
i.olili.i. Why did Messrs Chandra* 
sliekhur and Vajpayee split at all? | 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 





If your car is on duty all day , 
you need a heavy-dutv car ty re. 

Dunlop Super Star HI-R 
The heavy-duty / 
premium 
carl 






Premium depth pattern 
for longer life 

More rubber goes into each 
Super Star tyre to make the tread 
deeper. Hence it lasts longer 
on the road. 

Ex tra st rength 

A special nylon casing ensures 
high reliability particularly when 
negotiating poor roads where 
tyres get damaged most 

The Hl-P Compound 

A new manufacturing concept 
and a High Performance 
rubber compound make 
Dunlop Super Star put in 
more miles with less wear 
and tear. 


Unique desi gn 

Extra ruggedness. broader 
profile, square shoulders in 
the Super Star tyre make 
it grip the road more firmly. 
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mmi^OAR TYRE' ■ 

The heavy-duty premium car tyre. / 
More reliability—more mileage! 
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Tihar Jail 
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Poise lets you decide. 

Bewitching. Angelic. Sensuous. Charming. 

Poise has a perfume that's just right for you ! 


Poise Cliantelle 

Fresh. Wild. Dew-kissed buds 
The haunting spirit of forest flowers 
Captured for you in a lingering aroma 
ChanteBe. A perfume as unforgettable 
as the woman who wears it. 

Poise Spray Perfume 

In three daring, 'come-hilher' 
fragrancei that accentuate your 
personality. Musk Mystique Cologne. 


Pmse Eau de fasmin 

The heady bouquet of fresh jasmine, 
to stir the senses 

Poise Eau tie lavande 

The gentle whiff of lavender, soft 
and sweet as a dream 

Poise Eau de Veliver 

The captivating scent of vetiver, 
full of ^rill and enchantment 

lust be yourseK. 


poise 

Handkerchief perfumes 


Marketed by RaHis India Limited 
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Dunlop Super Star HI-R 
The heav^-duty / 
premium 


Premium depth pattern 
for longer life 

More rubber goes into each 
Super Star tyre to make the tread 
deeper. Hence it lasts longer 
on the road 

Extra stTfingth 

A special nylon casing ensures 
high reliability particularly when 
negotiating poor roads where 
tyres get damaged most 

T he Hl-P Compound 

A new manufacturing concept 
and a High Performance 
rubber compound make | 
Dunlop Super Star put in 
more miles with less wear 
and tear. 

Uniq ue design 

Extra ruggedness, broader 
profile, square shoulders in 
the Super Star tyre make 
it grip the road more firmly. 
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FiMy Fkishkmed Knitweitr oswal 


Elegant comfort, matched by 
unrestrained ease of movement. 


Trademark- 
«/■ yoM/’ money 


WOOLLEN MILLS LTD. 


COS/O-MoAujpc 





THE RULINB JOHER BALLPEN 



THE FASTEST SELLINB JOTTER 
BALLPEN TODAY 


I WILSON 

I_(PICO.I 



THE MOST-ASKED-FOR JOTTER 
REFILL TODAY 


I WILSON 

■_(TtCO.J 


DON’T ASK FOR REFILLS. ASK 
FOR WILSON JOHER REFILLS 

ASK FOR WIISON—THEN WRITE 
EISIER WITH WRSON 


The Jotter Ballpen and Refills form an excellent combination 
for unmatched evenness in writing. Special tropicalised ink 
and fine materials make these pens and refills invariably satisfying 
on paper. 

Remember, the Wilson name comes first because it s the best. 


BALKRISHNA PEN PVT. LTD. 

Nagardas Road, Andheri, Bombay 400 069 

Tel: 574321 Cable: WILSONPEN Telex: 011 -4141 BPPL IN 

Distributor: KIRON & CO. 

73/75 Shamset Street, Bombay 400 002 Tel: 324432 


































The Agfa Isoly-tl takes perfect 
snapshots at close range. Set 
the aperture to f/8 to get just 
the right amount of light to 
the film. Sat the shutter speed 
at 1 /30 second, just fast 
enough tp avoid camera 
shake. Shoot from a distance 
of 3 m. on slow film—125 
ASA—for greater sharpness. 
The result? A perfect close-up 
every time. 


The Agfa Isoly-fl is a great 
all-round camera. You simply 
adjust settings, distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene, 
forever, capture every detail, 
near or distant, of a 
landscape or take a perfect 
picture in dim. soft light. 

The Agfa Isoly-U is built to 
German specifications and 
undergoes over 100 exacting 
tests. See this fine camera 


soon at your friendly Agfa 
dealer. 
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Thirst! times 


Discotimes 

Limcatimes 

Limca. A zingi, tangi mixiure of Jamaican lima and Sicilian lemon 
flavoufs A zero-bacteria drink Isotonic salts (o quench your thirst. 
Vitamin C too. Calorie-watchers prefer Limca to stiff drinks. 
Limca Just the drink to make the scene with Any thirsti time. 
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Rakesh Kaushik, a U(»>tann convict fliad a patitton to 
the Supreme Court and expoaed the murky goingeon 
behind the bars in Delhi’s tihar Jail. SUNDAY exposes 
the corruption, drug, sex and blackmail rackets which 
are mainly controlled by the International criminal 
Charles Sobhraj. 


Contrary to popular belief, 
the referendum went In 
favour of the partylese 
panehayat system. It was 
a disaster for the leaders 
of the multl-Party camp 
but B. P. Kolrala warns 
that they reserve the right 
to propagate the revision 
of the Constitution. An on- 
the^ot report. 


Paris of fhdia languish In 
the feudal era. Helpless' 
BIharis are being lured by 
prosperous Punjabi far* 
mars widi promisee of 
welHiaid Jobs, deported to 
sprawling farms, given 
only a little food and 
water and forced to toil 
ail dim — as slaves. 
SUNDAY Investigates 
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Bravo! 

I T IS a matter of great pride, that an 
Indian. Gita Mehta, has won 
worldwide arelaim for her book 
Karma Cola (“How 'Karma Cola’ be¬ 
came a hH”, April 20). 1 have read 
the review of the book, and am sure 
it is an example of worthy journalism. 
Vinod Sujan, New Delhi. 

AT LAST an Indian has paid western¬ 
ers back in their own coin. After 
Abraham T. Kovoor's rationalistic 
appraisaS of godmen in his two low- 
priced Jaico book.s, Karma Cola may 


Judging appointments 

T flOUGH your columnist Kcwal 
Varma's article “Lu,vaHy above all 
else’’ (April 2U) was timely, much 
more remains to be said about ap¬ 
pointments in the Judiciary. Mr V. R. 
Krishna Iyer was a communist-sup- 
poi'tiDK independent in the old state 
of Madras, tiven in cases invulvinx 
murder, Mr Krishna Iyer and the late 
Mohan Kumarainant{alam were lawy¬ 
ers for the communists. The former 
became the Law Minister in the first 
United Front Government in Kerala 
be^ed by £. M. S. Namboodiripad. 
He then became a judge in the Kerala 
High Court. Subsequoniiy, when Mr 
Kumaraniangailam ixH-amc a Congress 
Minister in New Delhi at which time 
he was instrumental in the supcrsi 
ession of three Supreme Court judges, 
Mr Krishna Iyer was suddenly elevat¬ 
ed to the Supreme Court. 

One of the .maddest aspects of 
Indian national life is the total 
absence of discu.ssion about judical 
appointments. It rdn be safely said 
that not each and every judge is 
appointed on merits, but a.s a result 
of string-pulling. And once he i.s 


perhaps become another sensible ex- 
positioa of the myth about India’s 
'‘spiritual tradition made easy’’ for 
the westerner by men like Rajneesh, 
Mabesh Yogi, ct al. Of course the 
Sal Baba caters more to Indian masses 
than to foreigners. Ms Mehta must 
also be praised for picking at the 
American jet-set nuxlta without being 
overwhelmed by its glitter, unlike 
most Indians who hanker for com¬ 
pliments from the western media to 
adorn the jackets of their books. 
Koneti, Cultark. 

YOUK preface to Gita Mehta’s own 
article says “...revicw.s drippii^ with 
praise in the most powerful Englisb 
newspapers and magazines...’’ In- 
ddeatglll.v, the Times LUerarv Supple- 
mont dated April IB, 1980 has nut 
given a very favourable review. To 
quote some of the sentenas from the 
article by Dcrvlu Murphy: “...the 
total lack of compassion in Gita 
Mehta’s book is c>ff-putting...Gita 
Mehta writes wittily but too harshly 
of these drifting dazed millions...From 
chapter 8 onwards one is aware of an 
author working to amass enough 
words for a slim volume...Her sub¬ 
ject so quicWly bc:oimes boring be¬ 
cause the people involved arc boring 
—flaccid stereotypes enacting a 
tragedy without grandeur.” Murphy 
goes on to point out some minor 
flaws too: “She rt'fcrs to Kerala 
clerks...am versing in Kannada. But 
Kannada i.s the language of Karna¬ 
taka and Kerala clerks would be con¬ 
versing in Malayalnm.” 

Scwjo- Sarkar, New Delhi. 


appointed, he is •lutcniiaticaUy immune 
from criticism. 

S. N. Amir, Mamialorii. 

IF THF practic'c of i'c>warding the 
Icq'S] were confined to politics alone, 
one would breathe a sigh of relief, 
though merit ought to get precedence 
over loyalty even in the distribution 
of political power. Hut if bureau¬ 
cratic and judicial uppoinlmeuts are 
subject to the test of loyalty, the very 
foundatioas of democracy are threa¬ 
tened. Kewai Varnia made a correct 
asRes.smcnt of the present state of 
affairs when he .said: “The bureau¬ 
cracy was made a political football by 
the Janata. Mrs Gandhi is only re¬ 
turning the compliment.’’ And per¬ 
haps with a vengeance. T^is will 
coat India administrative efficiency. 
The time is not far when bureaucrats 
will bc'come the ovorlorda and Mlntst- 
ors and pcthticians si'alll have to play 
second fiddle. The latter will hove 
to repent. As far a.s the judiclarv is 
cxHicrmed. its Independence ba-s been 
the bulwark against subversion of 
the Con.sfitut(nn. I,el it remain in¬ 
dependent w else, god save the Cctn- 
stitiition. and god .save deiiiocTacy. 
Cobind M»lhi. liombnti. 


Why the silence? 

A propos of "Target: who was the 
failed assassin?” (April 20) by 
Ajoy Bose, it is usuall to set up in¬ 
quiry oommisskms into such inddents. 
But in this case, Mrs Gandbl herself 
seems keen to play down the attempt 
to assassinate her, even though 
Lalwani confessed having thrown the 
knife. Also, interrogation had re¬ 
vealed that he had come from Barods, 
knowing that Mrs Gandhi would gar¬ 
land the atatue of Dr Ambedkar at 
Parliament House. The fact that 
ofildals are trying to play down the 
plot suggests they are hiding some- 
thing—the missing link in Ajoy Bose’s 
report. 

Pradeep Pant, Hridakandi. 


First things first 

P us refers to the letter by H. K. 

Outta entitled “First number 
one’’ (April 20) which says that 
Prakasb Padukonc was the first 
Indian to win the world championship 
in any individuni sports event. Both 
Wilson Jones and Midiael Ferreira 
were world diampions in billiards. 
Nishant Smgal, Calcutta. 


Capita! crime 

k 

'T'HIS refers to the report “Delhi 
a. student murdered” (April 6) by 
Ajoy Bose. It is a mystery how such 
brutalities can continue day after day 
in the capital. The wboOc episode 
resembles the gory sequence of a 
movie. Unless the government takes 
effective steps to prevent such in¬ 
cidents, they shall recur. The role of 
the Miliee is must intriguing. For 
one thing, they do pot act immediate¬ 
ly when a complaint is lodged, most 
prubublv due to negligence. The 
rc.'iult gi that the great city of Delhi 
has become a den of terror for un- 
acconipHnied .YOungstenH. 

Vimala Sankar, Nogercoil 


Spoilt sport 

S . N. M. ABDI’s “Coup on the 
maidan’’ (April 20) confirms the 
view that Calcutta soccer is in tbe 
doldrums. Internal wrangling, oorrup 
tlon and club politics arc, by now, 
almost permanent features of maidan 
football. The astoniabing sums of 
money offered to the--stare in ex¬ 
change fur football of such poor 
standard are a sure sigh of decadeno'. 
Money today means more to our 
toooer stars than donning tbe Indian 
Jersey. The nnior division league is 
an annual farce. The Big Three— 
MiAun Bagan, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Spurting—ahamcIcsAv 
play year after' year agaiost lowly 
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w .dubs, woefully lacking in finandal 
i« resources. This has got to stoii. The 
Income Tax department should cany 
out an exhaustive investigation, and 
bring to book all who are invdved 
in tax evaskm and doubfledealing. 
Soutik Biswas, Calcutta. 


Trees and fees 

'TVANKS for exposing the racket 
1 involving die indiscriminate is<ue 
of permits for felling trees in the 
tenanted areas of Orissa’s Karanjia 
forest division (“Save Orissa’s forests ’ 
by Amarendra Bose, April 6 ). The 
artide shouild be an eyoopener to 
custodians of our forest wealth. Mr 
Bose would do well to also expose tfae 
role of the revenue authorities who 
Ji^sharc responsibility for the large- 
' scale deforestation. 

Chinfamoni Mohanty, Mayurbhani. 


Owing to tmumistilM madtoNpik 
the word ‘among' tirna omMtea 
from the foUowing sentence in 
Subir Rtvs article ‘^Asrnm 
Defies the Army” a ppe a ri n g in 
SUNDAY, APML 27: “Among 
those who 0 ot the worst of the 
blows (from police lathis) were 
women." 


. Blessed cops 

O LGA TELLIS’s report “A slum ou 
fire” (April 6 ) revealed how the 
munidpal authorities make money 
and slum (lords operate. I think even 
god would be afraid of the savage 
rites of the police, if he interfered 
with them. What is most pathetic is 
not the destruction of the slum but 
of the peace and tranquility of the 
poor and homeless. Such atrodUes 
are an attack on the whole of 
humanity. 

S. Sankaranarayanan, Madurai. 


The left is right 

I N HIS artide “Left Mrs Gandhi’s 
target’’ (April 13} Banin Sen- 
gupta’s statement: “it will be difficult 
for the left forces of the country to 
fill the vacuum in tfae near future’’ 
is very correct. True, the leasts 
have not been able to do much in tfae 
Hindi-speaking regions. This is main¬ 
ly due to their weak rank and file 
and what’s more, their ladc of res- 
iwnse to the situation. In spite of 
mis, is there much of an option left 
for the Indian people? The Janata 
(government failed miserably to fulfil 
their promises, and now the present 
government is proving equally in¬ 
effective. Moreover, there is nothing 
like a political vaouuim really. What' 
IS more important is that the people 
would look for a Party which will try 
to bring about some basic change in 
the mkyeconomic situation. Under 
the drcumstances, the Id^ forces are 
the (Hffy cgitlon. 

SudtUu^twa ^kar, Jalpaigurt 


Backward states' 
woes 

PONGRATULATTONS for tbe rt- 
V/ port hy Arun Bagchi “Asaam: la 
there a sdution?’’ (April 30). ft la 
unfortunate that the Uuion Ggveni- 
ment has ignored the legtUfflM 
demands of backward states, Oe 
problem in Assam la economic. BflMtf 
IS a victim of cultural negled. More* 
over, Bihar is losing abo^ Rs 2,500 
crores per year because the head 
offices of its industries are situated 
outside the state. If the per cairita 
inomie of Assam is the lowest, BQuff'a 
is low too. The Centre must bake cog¬ 
nizance of this and find a proper 
solution to the proUems of baocward 
states. 

Bhaskar, Hajipur, Bihar. 

IT IS time the Centre took a firm 
stand on the Assam issue. The move 
to expel a sizable number of people 
from the state is irrational because 
among them are tiiousands of people 
who have never been to West Bengal. 
And oil belongs to the entire country 
and not to Assam alone. If tfae gov¬ 
ernment yields to the agitators itwiU 
have far-readiing oonseqiienoea To¬ 
day it is Assam, tomorrow it wQI be 
another state. 

Gautam Kumar Sinha. Calcutta. 

THE agitation has caused serious 
harm to Assam. National integrity 
has also been thmtened. It is tbna 
for a- peaceful settlement. One can¬ 
not imagine how the expulsion of 
foreigners will help the state. Besides, 
the demand is not constitutionally 
valid. According to Article 10(l)(e) 


Of the Coasritutlon, every dtiien has 
the rundamental right '^o reside and 
settle in any part of tbe territofy of 
India.” 

S. Norttsimfta Rao, Paradip Port. 

TUB demand for 1951 as tbe cut>off 
year fm* “foreign natkmaOs” in Assam 
is in no way reasonable. How can a 
person who has spent three years In 
Assam he deported? Where will he 
go? He too has worked for the 
devdopment of Assam. How can he 
be disowned? Tbe cut-off year should 
be reviewed. Aim. when one-third 
of the country is faced with drought, 
the agitators should think twice 
before picketing oil refineries, and 
causing, as a result, almost a Rs 100- 
crore loss to tbe country every 
month. 

Gnyan Prakash, Gulbarga. 

THE agitation in Asum is mainly 
meant to curb m leftists in Hie 
state. Vested interests, in order to 
check the leftists, have sent the re- 
ligious and linguistic minorities into 
a frenzy. Thoi^ the fears of tbe 
Assamese are genuine, they can in 
BO way justify the propagation of 
nitl-lhdian sentiments. Under tbe 
drcumstances, no political Party of 
any reckoning—except die CPT(M) 
and some smaller left Parties—has 
made a posKive effhrt to orientate tfae 
peoide of Assam and lead them in 
the ri^ direction. Bringing the 
people pack to the path of national 
■ imi^ and saving them from the ht- 
flnence of fasost and opportunist 
leaders is a task which has to be 
undertaken aSi who matter politi¬ 
cally. 

Prateep Sen Gupta, Digboi. 


Officer in waiting 

r E Kern in “Delhi Diary” (April 
13) captioned “Not In eSuer" 
lives up to its title. It contains 
certain glaring inaocurades. It says: 
"In an earlier case also the DG. 
BSP. known for his firm princMes 
withstood pressure fnmi the former 
Home Ministry and CIBI Director, Mr 
R. D. Singh, to send an officer, Mr 
Batra, to tbe CBI on deputation from 
BSP.” Mr Owarka Noth Batra is a 
BSP officer who has bnUdoaed Us 
way into the G 8 I, the oountry’s pre¬ 
mier investigation agency. Mr Batra’s 
credentials are only his adeptness la 
doing the persousi work of senicM* 
officers like Mr R, D. Singh and the 
former Home Secretary, Mr Nivas 
Vardban. ha the intelligenoB briM. 


Bonhb-astic claim 

I N HIS letter entitled “PreU^ 
Party” (April 13). B. C KboWid 
comes up with a stupid remark that 
“tbe Janata Party's success in the 
1977 poll was due to Baboji” wfaicdi 
deserves severe criticism. May I adc 
Mr Khound where Babuji was wdun 
Janata faced a disastrous drfeat in 
the midterm poll? For Mr Khound’s 


Mr Batra has not served even for a 
day in any field unit and has no ex 
perience of any investigation. 

Jagtar Singh. 


Disputed facts 

N ot only is-your report "Engineer¬ 
ing trouble at Bombay IIT" (Ap¬ 
ril 13) quite vicious it contains false 
Information. Your slanderous allega¬ 
tions against Prof Hh'a l,al, a tomier 
head of the Chemistry UepartiiuMU 
were shocking because he ks one ot 
those rare personalities who arc prin¬ 
cipled and humane in their approacli 
to issues and persons. Moreover hi.s 
professional integrity is absoluh'iv 
impeccable. 

B. M. Deb, ChemislTy Depll., l.l.T , 
Bombay 


hind joformation, Babu Jagjivan Ram 
was in the front rank of tfie Janata. 
And everybody knows about the 
j-hooih that wusnt. And if the RSS 
was . Babuji’s headache then why 
didn’t be rear up the Party he gave 
birth to after quitting the Janata? 
He walked straight into the lap 
DevraJ Urs’s Congress wihout a 
seomid thought. Wouldn’t he have 
done better to stick to the Janata ? 
Pradip Paul, Htulakandi 




CQVERSTORY 


For the first time in the legal history of the country, 
the Supreme Court has ordered an open judicial enquiry into 
allegations of corruption, drug-trafficking, smuggling of 
liquor and sex rackets inside a jail —Tihar Jail of Delhi. 

India’s premier jail. The allegations have been made in a 
petition by a jail convict to the Supreme Court. Later many of 
these charges were substantiated by an independent 
enquiry by a Supreme Court advocate appointed by the Court. 
AJOY BOSE visited Tihar Jail to interview prisoners and 
warders, and later met the Supreme Court advocate to file 
the following story of the murky goings-on behind 
the iron gates of Tihar. 


The 
Terror 
erf Tihar 
Jail 



-aVE small-time business¬ 
men are convicted for 
petty forgery. They are 
put in a B-class ward in 
_JTihar Jail. The jail offi¬ 
cials assign tihoiii langar (prison kit¬ 
chen) duty immediately. The langar 
duties are the toughest jobs in the 
jail. Within a week, they have lost 
a considerable amount of weight and 
come begging to the superintendent 
to be luKen off langar duty. The 
price is quoted. The businessmen 
have no. other option but to agree. 
The,v are then given an easier assign¬ 
ment. 

The canteen accounts book makes 
interesting reading. According t<- 
the jail manual no money is allowed 
inside Tihar Jail. How is it then 
that on April 26. 1979. items worth 
Bs 11,260 were sold at the canteen 
in return for cash ? 

It is early morning in Tihar Jail 
on April 11, IWO. There is suddenly 
a commotion inside the jail. Warder 
Kartsr Singh has been found carry¬ 
ing charas. He was carrying charas— 
about 50 grams—inside bis shoe heel. 
When confronted with the charas, the 
warder blurted out that he had been 
trafficking in charas at the behest of 
the superintendent and deputy supe¬ 
rintendent who he claimed got a cut 
out of* the salcH, Just a few weeks 
ago, another warder was found pus¬ 
hing half a kg of opium into the let¬ 
ter box near the jail gates. He was 
reported to the jail authorities. But 
strangely no action has .vet been 
taken against.htm. 

Fifteen-year-old Lallu had hardly 
•P«nt one night in the chiidnen’s ward 
of the jail when he was approached 
K ■ ronvict from the men's ward. 
Was he interested in giving a mas- 
sage In return for some money? He 
was offered liberal facilities In¬ 
side the jail. After soma persuasion 
Lallu agreed. He would later dia- 
j»ver that massage was an euphem¬ 
ism for homo.scxualit.v. But it was 
too late to back out. Besides, monev 
and other facilities inside the jail 
were a strong temptation. Now. 
Lallu Is a regular visitor to the men's 
ward and even has a regular jlover. 

Shocking as they may seem, the 
above incidents are etftramely dotri- 














mooplaoe inside:^ Tlhar Jail—one et 
the largest and diiost famous jails of 
the country. Sprawling over 170 acres 
and with an official capacity of 1.273 
which Is normally stretched beyon ' 
lOOO, Tihar Jail is a unique example 
of exactly what a jail should not b». 
Ostensibly set up not merely to 
punish but also reform criminals, 
Tihar Jail is perhaps the best train¬ 
ing ground for all sorts of vices and 
crimes. While the jail has been 
traditionally notorious, corruption 
and immorality have reached new 
heights in the past two years under 
the rule of superintendent B. L. Vij 
and deputy superintendent S. N, 
Trikha. 

A petition filed by a life convict, 
Rakesh Kaushik, sentenc'd in the 
sensational Vidya Jain murder case 
has revealed that the jail has become 
a giant money spinning machine for 
^ Jail offidals. It is also a den of vice 
tor select convicts while the rest of 
the prisoners languish on tbe rack of 
bribery, extortion and torture. The 
petition reached the Supreme Court 
despite the best efpoits of the ,iaii 
offidals to stop it. and provoked Jus¬ 
tice V. Krishna Iyer to appoint a 
Supreme Court advocate, Mr Subodh 
Markandeya, as amicus curie to con¬ 
duct an enquiry into the functioning 
of the jail. Mr Markandeya visited 
Tihar Jail a number of times an 
found enough evidence to ask th" 
Court to order an open iudidal 
enquiry. The Court complied on 
April 30, 1980 and ordersd an en¬ 
quiry by a district and sessions 
judge. The judge has been asked to 


submit his report by the end of Sep¬ 
tember this year. The enquiry, the 
first of its land in the legal history 
of the country, has sent shodc waves 
inside Tihar. and jail officials as well 
as some privileged convicts are scur¬ 
rying desperate^ to hide the skele¬ 
tons inside the jail’s cupboards. 

The alarm that the announcement 
of the judidal enquiry has caused 
the jail administration is only natu¬ 
ral. Corruption in Tihar is a many¬ 
headed monster. Bribery is a major 
source of money for jail offidals. 
Most Tihar convicts admit that they 
have paid out money in varying sutns 
for the barest of privileges. A good 
way of making money is to first 
single out the richer jail inmates. 
Once they are looted, they can b 
pressurised or cajbled into parting 
with vast sums of money to make 
life easier inside jail. 

The nature of bribes varies in dif¬ 
ferent classes of wards. In the C 
class wards, where the majoriw of 
the prisoners are poor, the oflidals 
make their demands keeping in mind 
the prisoners’ capadty to pay up. 
Since the conditions inside the C 
class wards are wretched, even the 
poor are ready to part with what¬ 
ever little they have. 

Tbe B class ward proves to be 
more lucrative since there are a 
number of rich prisoners who can 
pay more. In return they get fadli- 
ties of individual cells, electric stoves 
to cook their own food and in some, 
cases even television sets. Among 
the exclusive prisoners in the B dass 
ward In Tihar Jail today are Charles 


Sobhraj, the international criodnMV: 
and Sunil Batra, sentenced to dean ^ 
for killing a bank guard in cotd v 
blood in a bank van robbery case. 

Prisoners have to give bribes too i 
when they are released or for remis¬ 
sion in their sentences. Jail offidals 
have been known to delay the release 
of a prisoner Inordinately by picking 
out minor errors in the release .order. 

If their palms are not greased ade¬ 
quately. Remissions can also be 
bought for money. 

The prisoners’ canteen Is also a 
treasure trove for jail offidals to 
make illegal money. In fact, one of 
the main charges of Kaushik relates 
to the massive canteen swindle tha 
is perpetrated bv the jail authoriUes. 
Kaushik, who was canteen munsbi 
for some time, had ample opportu¬ 
nity to have a ringside view to the 
various ways of making money 

’’ 

There is also considerable evlderwe. ' 
of manipulation of the accounts book* ’ 
of tbe canteen. False entries sbouU^ 
For Instance, during .a m'lnth la« 
year. Rs 100 worth of pakoras Md . 
400 cups of tea were prepared in thi 
canteen one day but the accoants. 
books failed to mention the pokora^^ 
Mdiile only SO cups of te* wre eT 
tered. According to Itoushlk. at le* 

Ra ISO WM made underhjmd lo 
canteen every day while he 

am miiffifilii. 


According to Kaushik as well et ‘ 
other prisoners and even j.sll ward¬ 
ers, there is large scale printing of 
duplicate canteen coupons. Those 
coupons are the only form qf 
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The man who controls 
Tihar Jail is Charles Sobhraj 


Hakesh Kaushik is a scared man 
today. His petition to the Suprtnu 
Court has stirred up a horeet’a 
nest. According to him, his life is 
in constant danger as the jail 
authorities have ganged up with 
the powerful prisoner digue led 
by Charles Sobhraj against him 
ever since he filed his petition. He 
has already been intimidated twice. 
He expects to he physical^ assaul¬ 
ted soon. Convicted for life m the 
sensational yidya Jam murder 
case, Kaushik has spent the past 
six years of his life in Tihar JaiL 
In ihe following interview taken 
inside the jail, he axpoeas the 
myriad levels of corruption and 
se.r rackets behind the bars. 

E ht your petition .to 
the Supreme Court you 
■have made many seri^ 
ovs charges againd the 
jail authorities. Do 
you nave any prpof to substantiate 
these cluprges? 

A: Well, as oanteen munabi I 
bad a good opp<ntunit;y to see how 
corruption works inside Tiber. As 
canteen munshi I, myself, gave Rs 
2,500 to the Superiotendeiit and 
Ks 2,000 to the Deputy Superin- 
tendeot every moath. The canteen 
accounts book as well as enquiries 
from prisoners and warders will 
substantiate all my obarges about 
corruption from the prisoners' <aii> 
'teen. 1 have already offered to 
produce evidence wbicb would con* 
chisively prove my charges. 

Q: What are the other waps 
the jail authorities make numeyf 
A; Sugar, mustard oil. Bn- 
wood and otho- Hems are supplied’ 
by a particular jail oantraclor with* 
wtiose cooperation, the earnings 
from the sale and consumption of 
these Hems go into the poclute of 
the Superintendent and Deputy 
Superintendent. Short supplies and 
overcharging for expendidde ai^- 
cles both in the stores and canteen 
are made. Duidicate items, under- 
weighing of food packets—there 
are so many ways the jail autbori- 
ties are making money every dev. 

Q; How much money do you 
think the Superintendent and 
Deputy Superintendent are making 
II month? 

A; God only knows. But if you 
ever visit the bouse of t^ jSup- 
erintendent «e tne Deputy Snperm* 
tendent, it will be clear that such 
a luxurious standard of living can¬ 
not be maintained with govern¬ 
ment salaries alone. 

Q: Are prisoners fleeced of 
their money also? 

A: At every step inside the 
jail there is bribery. Ihcre is not 
a single step we can take here 
wHbout giving money. The condi- 


tioo of the ward you are put iii. 
the sort of labour you are assign¬ 
ed and the facilities you arc allow¬ 
ed—every single tliiiii< depends ihi 
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Indents for Man4rdx 

how much money you are ready to 
.hbell out. Even when the release 
orden come for a prisoner, be bas 
to give money to the Superinten¬ 
dent and otber officers. Or else 
thw hold up the relea.s<* orders by 
making some minor discrepancy in 
tlw fatiier’s name or the date ot 
birth. Ibere is no escape for the 
prisoner. 

Q; You have also alleged in 
your petition that there were sm 
rackets inside Tihar. Could you 
elaborate on your charges? 

A: Homosexuality is rampant 
inside the jaB. There are about 
200 bow under 18 inside the 
children's ward. These boys are 
supplied to various prisoners for 
money. The Superintendent and 
other jail officers are quite aware 
of all this but they «lu nothing. 
Most of these liuys aii* juvenile 
delinquents and alter this sort of 
experience in Tihar and such in¬ 
timate contait with burdened ran- 
victs, they tiiein.selves iteicirie lile 
itiidc rriniiiials 

Q: How about .te.r rackets ia 
niisitig women? 

A; In the Indies ward, any new 
entrant is immediately stripped 
naked by some hardened women 
convicts, musUty professional pro¬ 
stitutes. She is then tortured in 
various way.s. The most common 
way ut torture is to shove red 
chilly up the vagina. These new 
entrants are tortured this way to 
ibeeb them to a life of prostitution 
after they are released. 

Q: Is there any prostitution 
inside the jail? 

A: 1 know fui- a tact that the 
Deputy Suiwrinlendcnt goes to 
visit the liKiies ward late at night. 
Although I have no absolute proof, 

I have iiifomiation that women 
from the ladies wanl are siippliixl 
to oHicer.s ami select iiri.sone!••••. 


Q: How about drug abuse? 

A: There are extremely few 
prisonens who do not take drugs in 
Thiar. Even the people-iwho did 
not take drugs before they came 
to this jail invariably get started 
on drugs. You see life here is 
very depressing and drugs allow 
as an escape. If drugs are so 
freely available, very few prisoners 
can resist taking them. Over 50.000 
rupees worth of drugs are con¬ 
sumed every month in Thiar. 

Q; How is the stuff brought 
inside the jail? 

A: In every conceivable way. In 
toothpa^e tubes, in the heels of 
shoes, inside cans of foodstuffs— 
there are a variety of way$ in 
which drugs are smuggled in. 

Q; And you say that this is 
done with the knowledge of jail 
officials? 

A: Why just knowledge? I 
would say wdth the active en¬ 
couragement of Jail officials. You 
see, the iail officials have theii 
own cut in the drug racket. This 
,is also a way to control theTprison- 
erd’, particularly women prisoners. 
Some of the women who arc hook¬ 
ed on drugs are desperate enou^ 
to sleep wHh some of the officials 
If they are promised drugs. 

Q: You how also accused some 
fellow prisoners in your petition. 

A: The man who actually con¬ 
trols Tihar Jail today is not the 
Superintendent or the Deputy 
Superintendent or any other jail 
official. The man who controls 
Tihar Jail is Charles Sobhraj—4he 
international criminal. He struts 
about the prison like he owns it. 
He carries a tape recorder strapp¬ 
ed to his tiiign. He has taped 
some evidence against the jail 
officials and is using this to Mack- 
mail them. He gets all sorts of 
r.ivours whidi are denied to other 
prisoners. He has sex with a 
foreign woman prisoner. Marie 
who was arrested along with him. 
in the back room of toe (uffioa of 
the) Deputy Superintendent wtao is 
no better than Sobhraj's pimp. He 
(Sobhraj) has got Tihar jail under 
his thumb. 

Q: Are there any others with 
him? 

A: Tliere is a gang of three— 
nil accused in the bank van robb¬ 
ery case led by Sunil Batra. TTio 
arc allowed special favours in¬ 
cluding separate cells, select cell¬ 
mates and in the case of Sobhrai 
and Batra—television sets. TTiey 
get the plushest of prison jobs and 
have a strong ho|d over the func¬ 
tioning of the prison. 

Q: Have you been threatened 
after you filed Ihe petition? 

A: I live in constant danger 
every day. What I am really 
afraid of is not any direct action* 
by the jail authorities themselves. 
But 1 think that the Sotahraj- 
Batra clique is out to get me. I 
appeal to the court and the autho- 
litiev 1(1 give me prutcctiun. 
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currency allowed inside ^be jail. The' 
coupon normally has the seal of th$ 
superintendent of the jail but the 
present superintendent has strannelv 
not prepared his seal and instead Is 
using the seal of his predecessor. 
There is, therefore, little -way of 
checking the duplication. 

There is also a lot of cash floating 
In and around the jail athougb even 
a rupee inside Is completely illegal.' 
According to conservative estimates, 
a total of nearly Rs 20,000 circulates 
in Tihar Jail every day. Even In the 
canteen accounts books there are a 
number of entries which show that 
Items have been sold in exchange for 
cash and not coupons. 


J HE other ways of making 
money are bogus tenders 
ffom contractors. One of 
the main suppliers to the 
jail is Jaswant Rai. In 

int Rai was stopped from 

supplying provisions to the jail by 
the then superintendent M. L. Batra 
on diarges of providing sub'Standard 
goods. After the present superin¬ 
tendent came to power, he recalled 

Jaswant Rai. Rai is once again the 
main supplier to the jail. According 
to Kaushik, and this is substantiated 
by other prisoners and warders, the 
jail oScials have come to an arrange¬ 
ment with Jaswant Rai, so that a 
large number of items bought for 
the jail from him are actually sold 
for profit privately. There are also 
serious allegations of supplies of sub¬ 
standard goods from the same sup- 

g lior. According to Seesbram, a 
ead warder, Jaswant Rai recently 
sold cfloth for warders’ uniforms 
which later turned out to be subs- 
tandard. After the Warders’ Asso- 
dation raised a hue and cry. th« 
cloth was returned end new bales of 
cloth were brought. 

The suparlntcndent and deputy 
superiamndent live lavishly : largo 
numbers of convicts* work as servants 
in their hoiuns. The superintendeut 
has four servanti while the deputy 
superintendent has two. Besides, 
four warders are on guard duty at 
both their houses for the whole night. 
Other luxuries the superintendent 
Indulges in include more than 100 
flower pots at big houio. The flower 
pots were.ectuelly meent for the pri¬ 
son nnd bonght with government 
money. Whenever importeat person- 
iUUm virft the prison, the flower pots 


ere used to decorate the prison. As 
soon as the visitors go away, the 
flower pots are retunied to the 
superintendent's house. 

such corruption among jail offidala 
has naturally had its effect on the 
prisoners, all of whom are criminals 
in the first place. For instance, there 
is a flourishing drug radtet inside 
the jail Even the Jail superinten¬ 
dent admits that use of intoxicating 
drugs is fairly common inside Tihar. 

In hit aflidavit filed before the 
Supreme Court, the superintendent 
says : “Prisonera are drug addicts 


and tl 
criminal 


have links with their fellow 
in the underworld. Such 
opportunity of smug 


prisonen get opportunity of smuggl 
'ohibited articles when thes 


ing in prohibited articles when they 
are taken out to the court in connec¬ 
tion with their trials, where their 
friends meet them. It is also on the 
occasions whan the friends nnd rela¬ 
tives of the prisoners visit them in 
prison thnt these artides are passed 
on to them. These artides are at¬ 
tempted to be brought in bidden in 
false bottoms of ghee tins, and cavi¬ 
ties of soap and gur cakes, kulcha 
chhoku, soles of cnappals and shoes, 
conoenled in long hair and even in 
UingoU (a sort of underwear) worn 
by prisoners”. What the superinten¬ 
dent fails to mention however is that 
everyone including visitors, prisoners 
and warders are seardied when they 
enter the Jail That is. everyone ex¬ 
cept the Jail oiBdels. Both prisoners 
and warders claim that there is dear 
compUdty botwMn ofllcinls end pri¬ 
soners using drugs. Mr Mtrkandeya 
ilio found omdii ind * * ' 
Mandrax la the jgil 
photostat), 
planed h 


(see 
bean 
Court 
Acoordin 


intf for buying 

€ accounts hook 
Indents have 
bafora tha Supreme 


g to oonservatlve esti¬ 
mates, nearly Ri 50.000 worth of 
drugs are coaiumed ia the Jail avary 
month. Of tbiM drugs, Mandrax, in 
tablat form la, parhaps, the 
common. Badi 
availabla in tha marl 
isida fni 


fnr aai 


most, 
tablet normally 
rkat for 37 paisa 
Rs 4. Other 


pais 

(itha 

in tha Jail ara 


is sold inside 
drugs oomoMMffy uNi 
duuNis fad opium. 

/^ag with a flourishing drug 
id(et_ homosexuality is rampint. 

h to oiack 
uiM are 



an easy 


loaw ooavicte. Tim convicts 
ay to warders and Jail oS- 


ay OM 

lals to arraaid partners to borne 


to 


their wards. Most of these delin- 
Ouents become hardened criminals at 
a tender age since they are so inti¬ 
mate with profesiionaf criminals in¬ 
side the jail. 

Prostitution inside the jail is 
Infrequent but not completely un¬ 
heard of. According to Kaushik, 
convicts who have a lot of money or 
influence are supplied with women 
from the women’s ward regularly. He 
also alleges that certain jail officials 
also make use of their power to 
seduce women prisoners. One of the 
popular ways or inducing women pri¬ 
soners to sleep with them, is to first 
introduce them to drugs. After they 
become drug addicts, the drug supply 
is cut off unless they agree to sleep 
with the convicts. Some desperate 
women are known to give in. 

Inside the women’s ward, harden¬ 
ed convicts, mostly prostitutes and 
brothel madames, rule the roast. A 
new entrant is normally stripped 
naked and tortured till she submits 
completely to them. Some of them 
are forced to promise that they will 
become prostitutes after release. 

Kaushik has also made 'serious 
allegations in his petition against a 
ruling prisoner clique led by the 
international criminal Charlea Sobh¬ 
raj. Most prisoners and warders ad¬ 
mit that Sobhraj is probably the 
moat Important inmate of Tihar Jail 
today. Uiing viat rasowoM of 
money and an extremely wily mln<i. 
Sobhraj haa managed to get himself 
a comfortable niche inside Tihar 
and ia the envy of all other prisoners. 

Among the various fadlltlei given 
to Sobhraj are a television set, per¬ 
mission to walk about freely and 
jwsiess all sorts of electronic gadgets. 
Sobhraj is also allowed to meet his 
girlfriend Marie Leclerc, a woman 
prisoner and fellow accused in the 
case that convicted him, in the back- 
i-oom of the d&puty superintendent’s 
oflSoe for hours together. 

According to Kaushik, Sobhraj is 
allowed all these facilltiea : first 
because he has a lot of money and 
second, Kaushik alleges that Sobhraj 
has a lot of damaging evidence 
ggainat the Jail oflidBla which he is 
using to blacxmail them. 

Along with Sobhraj some other 
prisoners have ganged up. There is 
Sunil Batra who also aajeya a privi¬ 
leged itatui. While jul oifidab 

deny giving them additional privile¬ 
ges, there Is no doubt that thsy have 
encouraged considerable facUonaUam 
Inilda the Jail. For Initaooo, Kau- 
•hik’a petition which oontainod a 

number of cfaargoi againtt Charlea 
Sobhraj and Batra, was reportedly 
shown to thorn by the superintendent 
although it was given to him in 
strict confidence. The mounting ten¬ 
sion resulted in an attach by Sobhraj, 
Batra and lome other prisoners on a 
convict, Srlnivai Sharma, an assodato 
of Kaushik, in April this year. Shar- 
ma, who had given evidence to M 
Markandeye when he visited the Jail, 
was attacked with knives and whw a 
warder Ram Meber tried to save him, 
he too was injured, (bses have been 
filed uainat the aisalUnts and the 
Delhi Lt. Governor is likely to take a 
dedsion on the case soon. ■ 
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In Tihar Jail even an innocent will turn criminal 



Suhodh Markandeya is the Sup- 
preme Court advocate appointed 
by the Court as an amicus curie 
to conduct an independent en¬ 
quiry to substantiate the allega¬ 
tions of Rakesh iCatuhik. Mar¬ 
kandeya visited the jail several 
times and says in this interview, 
he was shocked at the func¬ 
tioning of the jail. 

E ’ As an independent 
observer, how much 
substance dv you 
think there is behind 
the allegations of cor¬ 
ruption and immora.'<ity in Tihar? 

A: I vUited Tihar a numb»‘i' of 
limes and talked to a large num¬ 
ber of jail officials, warders and 
prisoners. There is no doubt 
Uhat there is) a lot of truth in 
what Rakesh Kaushtk has alleg¬ 
ed in his peti,tion. In my report 
to the Supreme Court I have 
pointed out large scale discrep¬ 
ancies in the accounts of the pri¬ 
son canteen, evidence of rampant 
drug-trafficking and corruption 
among the jail officials. 

Q: Did the jail o/jiciols coop¬ 
erate uiith you when yon were 
conducting your enquiry? 

A: On the contrary, they 
seemed to bo very reluctant to 
part with any information. The 
first time 1 wfent to vi^it the jpil, 
1 had to wait (for) hours to see 
the petitioner Rakesh Kaushik. 
Subsequently, the jail officials 


also failed to produce accounts 
books as well as star witnesses 
whom I (had) asked to see to 
get evidence. For instance, I dis¬ 
covered official indentation of 
Mandrax tablets carrying the 
signature of the Assistant Supe¬ 
rintendent, Y, C. Tyagi. Although 
I repeatedly asked to see Mr 
Tyagi, the jail Superintendent 
did not comply with my wishes. 
They also seemed very evasive 
in their answers. There is de¬ 
finitely something fishy going on 
in Tihar. 

Q: What else did you find that 
struck you as fishy inside the 
jail? 

A: A lot of things. For ins¬ 
tance, cash seems to be flowing 
freely inside the jail although, 
according to the law, there 
should not be any money 
used inside the jail at all. A 
number of entries in the accounts 
book kept by Rakesh Kaushik 
showed items sold at the canteen 
for cash. How the jail o^ials 
have been allowing this, I can¬ 
not understand. There also seems 
to be a pretty lucrative drug 
racket going inside. Everyone, 
jail officials, warders and priso¬ 
ners openly admit that it is fairly 
easy to get drugs inside the jail. 
How we are going to reform cri¬ 
minals in such an atmosphere, 
beats me completely. 

Q: How about allegations of 
homosexuality? 


A: The matter is such that it 
is impossible to get any direct 
proof on this But, most people 
inside the jail admit to this 
practice. 

Q: There are also allegations 
of special privileges lo select 
prisoners? 

A: (On) that there was a lot of 
evidence. For instance, in Sunil 
Batra's cell, I found electronic 
gadgets, expensive cigarettes and 
other luxury items. The condi¬ 
tions in the C ward on the other 
hand are atrocious. There are 
also other discrepancies. Both 
Sunil Batra as well as Billa and 
Ranga have been sentenced to 
death for murder. Batra has a 
luxury cell but Billa and Ranga 
are still in solitary confinement 
in the death row from where 
they can see the gallow.s every 
day. Why should there be such a 
di^rimination? When I asked 
this question to somebody in the 
jail, he just shrugged and said 
that the difference between Ba¬ 
tra and Billa and Ranga is that 
while the former has money and 
influence the latter have none. 

Qs In short, do you think Ti¬ 
har Jail is serving its ostensible 
purpose of reforming criminals 
and turning them away from a 
path of crime. 

A: Oh no. In my few visits to 
ffie jail, I am convinced that 
l^ar Jail is an institution where 
even an innocent person will 
become a criminal. 
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Prisoners have rights too 


HE action taken by the 
Supreme Court recent- 
Lv on ailexations of 
maladministration in 
Tihar Jail is most 
timely. The court kave certain 
directions to the jail authorities 
last December and followed them 
up by appointing Mr Subodh 
Markandeya as amicus curie> in a 
petition in which, also, aHegations 
were made of malpractices in 
Tihar Jail. Mr Markandeya’s re¬ 
port, submitted to the court on 
April 18, pinpointed several seri¬ 
ous shortcomings in the fail admi¬ 
nistration. 

The action taken in the case by 
the court will, no doubt, be cif 
great public interest. But far 
more consequential is the fact that 
it is now well established in law 
that the citiaen does not lose all 
his rights and becomes a non¬ 
person once he is put in prison 
even if the imprisonment is justi¬ 
fied or lawful. He is entitled to 
exercise all the fundamental rights 
to the extent it is possible for him 
to do so in conditions of imprison¬ 
ment. Thus, he can write a book 
in prison and publish it. More¬ 
over, the fundamental rights pro¬ 
vide him with effective protection 
against maltreatment in jail. That 
they have not served well so far is 
due to ignorance on the part of 
prisoners and jailers and. regret¬ 
fully, to the slow pace of prece¬ 
dent. This lapse has now been 
mended bv the Supreme Court. 

Article 21 of the Constitution 
guarantees to every person, citizen 
or alien, the fundamental right not 
to be "deprived of his life or per¬ 
sonal liberty except according to 
procedure established by law.” 
And Article 19(1) (d) guarantees 
to every citizen the right “to move 
freely throughout the territory of 
India” subject to the imposition of 
reasonable restrictions in the 
interests of “the general public.” 
This permits lawful imprisonment, 
but no more. It does not permit 
maltreatment in jail. 

The Supreme Court has invoked 
these two fundamental rights, 
guaranteeing liberty, to ensure 
that no more of the citizen’s Ubet^ 
tv is taken away than is strictly 
necessary in cases of imprison¬ 
ment. 

As Mr Justice Krishna Iyer put 
it, "imprisonment does not spell 
farewell to fundamental rights, 
although, by a realistic re¬ 
appraisal, courts will refuse to re¬ 
cognise the full panoply of Part m 
(of the Constitution, embodying 
the fundamental rights) enjoyed 
by a free citizen.” 

The Court, he said, has a conti¬ 
nuing duty to see that the judiaal 



warrant which deprives a person 
of his liberty is pot excee^d. 
"Where a prison practice or 
Internal instruction places harsh 
restrictions on jail life, breadline 
guaranteed rights, the court 


directly comes in. Every prison 
•entence is a conditioned depriva¬ 
tion of life and liberty, with dvi- 
lized norms built in and unlimited 
trauma interdicted. In this sense. 
Judidal policing of prison prac¬ 
tices is implied in the sentendng 
power. The criminal judidary 
have thus a duty to guardian their 
sentences and visit prisons vdten 
necessary. Many of them do not 
know or exerdse this obligation.” 
In sum, there must be some cor¬ 
relation between the deprivation 
of freedom and the proper func¬ 
tions of a correctional system. 

"If a whole atmosphere of con¬ 
stant fear of violence, frequent 
torture and denial of opportunity 
to improve oneself is created or if 
medical facilities and basic ele¬ 
ments of care and comfort neces¬ 
sary to sustain life are refused, 
then the humane jurisdiction of 
the court will also become opera¬ 
tional based on Article 19. Other 
forms of brutal unreasonableness 
and anti-rehabilitative attitudes 
violative of constitutionality may 
be thought of in a penal system 
but we wish to lay down only a 
broad guideline that where poli¬ 
cies, with a ‘Zoological touch’, 
which do not serve valid penal 
objectives are pursued in peni¬ 
tentiaries so as to inflict conditions 
so unreasonable as to frustrate the 
ability of inmates to engage in re¬ 
habilitation. the court is not help¬ 
less." 

Unfortunately, the Jail Man uals 
are antiquated, as the Supreme 
Court has pointed out. Some of 
them still retain anachronistic 
provisions like whipping and the 
ban on the use of the Gandhi cap. 

The best yardstick for determin¬ 
ing whether prison conditions are 
proper or not is the body of rules 
framed by the UN and known as 
the Standard Minimum Rules for 
the Treatment of Prisoners. Am¬ 
nesty International and other such 
bodie.s invoke these rules in their 
investigations. The Supreme Court 
has given them the imprimatur of 
its approval. The Ismail Ckimmi.s- 
ston on the treatment of DMK pri¬ 
soners in February 1976 referr¬ 
ed to them extensively. The Jail 
Manuals must be up-daled tu con 
form to them: else, many of their 
provisions will be .struck down by 
the courts as violative of the fun¬ 
damental rights. That is not a toNk 
for the jail authorities but for the 
state governments and also for 
the government of India. The sup- 
crintendont of the Tihar Jail told 
Mr Markandeya that adherence to 
the Standard Minimum Rules and 
revision of Jail Manual fell within 
the domain of the Delhi Adminis¬ 
tration. not the iail authoritie.s. 








The 
madncu [ 
off P.C.Icffhl^ 

Can the Cabinet Minister be crazy? 1 

By a Special Correspondent 



^RAKASH Chand Sethi, 
the Union Minister for 
Works and Housing, has 
emerged as a man to be 
—Jwatched in the capital. 
No, he has nut been promoted to an 
imj^rtant position in the durbar of I, 
Saidarjung Road like Jagdish lytler. 
Nor has he proved to be a rebel rul¬ 
ing Party leader like Hemvati Nandan 
Bahuguna. It ia his behaviour which 
has become the talk of the town, 

Mr Sethi had earned the reputation 
of being an eccentric even during bis 
earlier tenure as a central Minister. 
During the Emergency he was re¬ 
lieved of the Petroleum. Chemicals 
and Fertilisers portfolio and made a 
Minister without portfoQio following 
an incident at an international geo¬ 
logists’ meeting which caused grave 
embarrassment to the government. 
His appointment as a Cabinet Minister 
In January 1960, therefore, waa 
viewed with appr^enskm, and Mr 
Sethi did not take long to prove that 
his detractors were rl^t. 

Within a few weeks of his being 
sworn in as the Minister for Works 
and Housing, with additional tempo¬ 
rary charge of the Petroleum and 
Chemicals portfolio, Mr Sethi let it 
be widely known that he waa only 
interested ia the Petroleum and 
Chemicals portfolio and would be 
devoting more time to hia additional 
temporary charge. Hia intereat tn the 
portfolio could be underatood; after 
all|he had held it earlier and the Job 
of a Petroleum Minieter is far more 
exciting than that of a Housing MhUs- 
tar. But in the bargain tita Workt and 
Housing ministry’s work suffered and 
till early April as many as seven Mi¬ 
nisters and over a hundred new MPt 
ware atiU without bouses. When these 
facta became public, Mr SotU found 
a soBpegoat In the director of 
eitates, Mr Biswas, who was removed 
from his poit, and two of his deputy 
directors I who were transferred. 

As temporary Petroleum Minister 
Mr Sethi called a Press conference e 
few m<mtiu back to announce the 
government’s policy regarding avia- 
tiun fuel. He authorlseo the Indian 
Oil Corporatioa’a chairman, Mr C R. 
Daagupta, to answer some tedmicai 
questions. But while Mr Dasgupta 
was replying to newsmen’s queries 

Oft 


regarding the possibility of the 
country importing a certain variety 
of fuel needed for small executive 
airoralt, suddenly Mr Sethi snubbed 
the IOC chairman for talking on sub¬ 
jects beyond his knowledge. Mr 
Dasupta, with 33 years of experience 
in the industry behind him, had to 
keep quiet. 

But . junior personneil of the 
IOC were not as docile as their chair¬ 
man and a bimsh with them at 
Madras led to the uKimate departure 
of Mr Sethi from the Petroleum 
portfolio. Mr Sethi had been sent by 
the Congress high command to 
Madras to negotiate with the OMK 
leader, Mr. M. Karunanidhi. Mr Sethi 
wanted bis trip to be treated as a 
'secret’ so that he could visit some 
placea ‘incognito’. But ^simultaneous- 
lyfbis secretariat was told to ask for 
a siren-blowing police escort at 
Madras, a privilege which ia nor¬ 
mally reserve only for the President 
and the Prime Minister. After meet¬ 
ing the DMK chief, Mr Sethi decided 
to pay a surprise visit to a kerosene 
retail outlet at on old cooperative 
store in the T. Nagar area of the dty. 
Tbere^an old woman came forward 
to complain that kerosene was being 
sold at Ra 4 a litre. Without any 
verification, the Mlniater ordered 
the licence of the ehop to be oenoeiied. 

When an ICO officer accompanying 
Mr Sethi luggaated that the woman 
should ba aaitad to produca a cash 
memo to aubatantlata the diarge 
(this being a cooperative store, cash 
memoa were eaaeotlal), Mr Sethi told 
the official to abut up because ha 
knew what to do. A little while 
later, be drove into a petrol vamp 
operated.by an ex-eervlceman. There 
a farmer complained to him that 
diesel was not being given to him 
deroite stocks being available. Mr 
Setnl immediately ordered the can- 
cciiation of the dealer’s licence. When 
the dealer protested, pointing out 
that the farmer was being denied 
diesel because he wanted it in a can. 
whk'h waa in contravention of the 
Explosives Act, the Miniater wai in¬ 
furiated. He asked the dealer to 
immediately sumsly diesel to the 
fannei. But the exeerviceman 
stood bis ground and the IOC offidol, 
who had already earned the 


Minister’s wrath at the kerosene 
shop, meekly intervened to point out 
that the dealer was doing the right 
thing under the law. 

The Minister immediately ordered 
the suspension of the chirpy official 
and left for tb« airport on his way 
to Delhi. Soon after his departure 
the local unit of the IOC Officers' 
Association met and passed a re¬ 
solution deploring the Minister’s 
behaviour and, pointing out the 
earlier incident with chairman Das¬ 
gupta, appealed to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter to restrain the Minister in bis 
dealings with IOC officers. The app¬ 
eal seems to have worked, because 
soon afterwards, with the budget 
session of the Parliament round the 
corner, Mrs Candhl decided to re¬ 
lieve Mr Sethi of bis fancied portfolio. 


ChunhIII, 
Chamberlain 
and Wehru 

Tliere are many hilarious stories 
about Mr Satbi which are nerrated 
by his suppOTters and detractors 
alika. He was said to hive been g 
normal man while be was the Chief 
Minister of Medina Pradeab till 1975. 
Even bit detrectors admM that he 
did certain unprecedented things u 
a Chief Minister, due to wbldi bt 
became very popular. But his lup- 
porters got a sbock in August 1876 
when one day, Mr Sethi reachad 
Bbopai from Oeibi aa a Union Mi¬ 
nister. R was raining cate and dogs, 
and the 200-odd suportera gathered 
et the railway station were wonder¬ 
ing whether ,it wouM be advisable 
for their leader to travel in tn open 
ep. which be normally prefers, 
r Sethi emerged from-the train in 
a three-piece suR, wearing a tie and 
a bowler bat, with a dgar ia hia 
innuth. He held ap dmbrelhi fat his 
left hand and under his riaht armpit 
ha bad a amall battm. Stouts of 
‘Sethiji slndaM’ rent the ter. 
Despite the rain. Mr Setbl insisted 
on trovelliag in bis favonrlta onan 


Phat S. Girota 



a $o that the people of Bhopal 
have bis Vanhaa’. Re atood 
on the bonnet of the Jeep and afart- 
ed addressing hb oewildered sup¬ 
porters, who were fetting tiielr first 
glimpse of the eccentric behavionr 
irf their beloved 'Setfaiji'. 

Mr Sethi said: *7ah app log tmihe 
cigar haath mein Uye dekhen, toob 
samihiye main Chuithill boon; jab 
main chhatri he saalh dtbhoon tab 
mam dianiberlahi boon; aw jab 
mere haath mein baton hota hoi tab 
samjhiye hi Jawaharlal Nehru oop be 
saanme khara hai (when you see me 
with a dgar in mouth, then think 
that .1 am Churchill; when there is 
an umbrella, tten 1 am Chamberlain; 
and when you see me with a baton, 
then you should think that Nehru, is 
standing in front of you)’’, ’this, 
according to reliable sources, was the 
first public, disiday of eccentric bc*- 
haviour by Mr ScUii. 

I'hat trip to Bhopal was even more 
eventful. After the day when be 
had imagined himself to be an amal¬ 
gamation of Churchill. Chamberlain 
and Nehru. Mr Sethi went for a 
morning wa)k and strolled into a 
swimtning pool named after him 
(before his tenure as the Chief 
Minister there was no swimming pool 
in Bhopal and the state capital’s first 
pool had been named after Mr 
Sethi). For two hours in the morning 
the pool is reserved for ladies only, 
and the hooourable Minister had 
walked in during the ladies’ hour. 
Nondialantly. wearing a suR and a 
wfth dgar in hand. Mr Sethi dived 
into the pool, sending the bewilder¬ 
ed ladies shrieking into the doak 
room. 

After that, stories of Mr Sethi’s 
’madness’ spread like wiktfire, nnd his 
fate was sealed, at least temporarily, 
when he went to address an inter¬ 
national geologists’ meet ha New 
Delhi’s Vigyan Bbavan. During the 
course of his speech he dedared tiud 
he had been loyal to Jawahari^ 
Nehru, and he declared his loyalty- 
to Mrs GaodU. Sanjay Gandhi and 
even Rahul (Rajiv Gandhi’s son). He 
abused the Americans and the itnaBiaiiw 
in fihhy language and prodaimed that 
ultimately die supremacy of the Aryan 
race would prevail. After that. Mrs 
Gandhi asked Mr Sethi to ‘take rest’ 
and retained him in the Catoet as 
a Minister without portfolio. Interest¬ 
ingly, he was not removed from the 
coveted post of treasurer of the 
AICC, which he held during the 
Emergency. 

Another story which made its 
rounds on the capRal’s grapevine 
during the Emergency relate to an 
'incident on an Indian Airlines fiigfat 
Gwalior. Mr .Sethi had pushed 
the bell, summoning the air hostess. 

It was a small aircraft with a small 
crew and the air hostess took a little - 
before responding to Mr Sethi’s 
call. The Minister was furious. He 
abused the air hostess and threaten¬ 
ed to get her suspended. One gentle- 
J"®** who was sitting in a row behind 
Mr, .Sethi, protested about the manner 
in which Mr Sethi tyas talking to a 
woman. Mr Sethi paused tor a 
moment and told him that he had 


recogniaed tha passenger. He got up 
from his aeat baton in band, and 
went to the cockpit and order^ toe 
pilot to radio to Delhi that P. C. 
Sethi bad recognised a 'known smuggL 
er* who was on the Right and ordered 
toe Delhi poUce to be on the tarmac 
when the aircraft reached Delhi. IP 
the mean time, for rest of the dura¬ 
tion ofthelliidit. Unkm Minister, 
baton in hand, stood near the 
’smuggler’, as if to ensure that he 
did not escape from the airborne 
plane. 

When toe flight reached Delhi, Mr 
Sethi proudly descended from the 
aircraft and ‘handed over' the 
‘smuggler* to toe waiting police. The 
police officer, who bad heard of Mr 
Sethi’s eccentric ways, waited for toe 
Minister to depart and then ques¬ 
tioned tine ‘smuggler' about his iden¬ 
tity. The caution on the part of the 
pwioeman paid ofiL for the ‘smuggler* 
turned out to be a senior govern¬ 
ment official who had jgone out of 
the capital cm duty. 

Mr S^hi had strayed away from 
Mrs Gandhi after the 1978 s^it but 
found his way back to the Coagress(I) 
fold. After toe LcA Sabha results 
were out, Mr Sethi was keen that 
his name should be in toe Cabinet 
list. So, be launched a private cam¬ 
paign to win over toe newly elected 
youngsters from Madhya Pradesh who 
were hostile to him. Ho called two 
of them, and in the course of dis¬ 
cussions mentioned in passing that he 
was aware that the youngsters had 
incurred personal expenses during 
the electiem campaign and that they 
were hardpressed fiM' money, parti¬ 
cularly during their stay in an ex¬ 
pensive place like New Delhi. He, 
therefore, offered them Rs 20,000 
each as his ‘contribution’ to make 
gCKid the losses incurred by them in 
the elections. One Youth Congress(D 
leader, who has been a Sethi-loyalist 
for many years, .was present when Mr 



Sethi was giving mopey to his arch - 
rivals. After they had left, he told 
Sethi about the expenses incurred by 
him in Mr Sethils esmpai^. Mr 
Sethi promptly Mid, "Gnaiirao mot, 
main tumn* paiae nnhin doonga 
(Don't worry I won’t give you 
money)’*. -1 

But Sethi was apparently not .< 
satisfied with having oven money to 
the youngsters of his rival camp. Be 
also provided them with air tracets • 
to enable them to be at Bangalore on 
January 13 to witness Mr Gundu 
Rao’s swearing-in ceremony. By this 
act Mr Sethi killed two birds with 
one stone. He pleased Mr Gundu 
Rao, and ensured that his opponent’s 
youth force would be missing from 
Delhi on the eve of Cabinet forma¬ 
tion on January 14. 


HolltoHh 

Jagjiiton nana 

This year's holi saw Mr Sdibi in a 
jubilant mood. On the day of hoU. 
he was seen entering Babu Jagjivaa 
Ram's house, with a 'pichkari' in 
hand. Babuji had resigned from the 
post of leader of the Janata Partia- 
mentary Parto a few days esHier. 
Sethi asked Babuji why be had not 
attended the all-parto meeting on 
Assam called by Mrs Gandhi toe day 
earlier. Babuji pointed out to him 
that as he was no longer the leader 
of the JPP, he had no locus standi 
at the meeting. To this Mr Sethi 
replied, "To kya hua, aap to aaare 
desk ke neta koin (So what you are 
a leader of the whole country)**. 
Then he went on to recall how ha 
as the Chief Minister of M«^a 
Pradesh, had tackled the daooits and 
lamented, "Main fcya karoan, mvjhe 
to sirf tel rUkalne ke haam mem logo 
rakha hat, Assam mein sakhti barkmi 
chahiye (But what can I do? 1 have 
been only entrusted with the job of 
extracting oil. We should deal with 
Assam sternly)’’. Babuji was amused 
at such talk by bis former Cabinet 
colleague. Mr Sethi stayed on for 
some time, smearing gulal on toose 
present After a while, he suddenly 
turned to Babuji and said, ‘‘Mujha 
salah dijiye, main Charon Singh ke 
qhar holt khetne jaaon ki nahin? 
Aap jaisa kahenge leaisa ki karoenga 
(Advise me. should I go to Charan 
Singh’s bouse to play holi? I will do 
as you say)’’. This was an embarrass¬ 
ing question for Babqji, but before he 
could reply, Mr Slethi bad made up 
his mind. He picked up a handful of 
gulal from Babuji’s house and left, 
proclaiming louoUy that he was going 
to Atal Behari Vajpayee (both 
Charan Singh and Vajpayee are 
Babuji’s arch rivals). 

The battle for tickets in the Con- 
gress(l) on the eve of the AssemMy 
puds saw Mr Sethi in a more eccen¬ 
tric mood. The meeting of the state 
election committee was to be held at 
Bhopal. Mr Sethi had accompanied 
Mr Sanjay Gandhi to Ajmer that day 
and he flew in to Bhopal for the 
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You save Rs.278 every year 
on fuel bills urth a 
Hawkins^pressuie cooker 



Your Hankins 
fi^ for itself 
in the first year 

Solve your kerosene 
problem 

Kerosene is difficult to get 
and costs a lot.Therefore, 
every effort must be made to 
use the minimum kerosene 
for cooking. Modern science 
has a solution. 

Scientific, comparative 
cooking trials with the 
Hawkins pressure cooker 
have proved that on an 
average it consumes 53% 
less kerosene than cooking 
in the ordinary way. Because 
cooking with Hawkins takes 
less than half the time of 
ordinary cooking, you get 
similar savings if you use 
any other fuel—gas,coal, 
wood or electricity. 

The best investment 

By using a Hawkins, an 
average family can save over 
half a litre of kerosene per 
day. Saving on fuel alone 
would pay for your Hawkins 
in the first year itself. Since 
Hawkins is made to serve 
you for years and years, it is 
the best investment you can 
make today. 

You need not worry if you 
have never used a pressure 
cooker before. Every 
Hawkins comes with a 
simple, illustrated instruction 
book, with 127 tested 
recipes.The book is available 
in 12 Indian languages. 



Save on maintenance 

Hawkins gives the least 
trouble.The Hawkins gasket 
and safety valve last longer 
than in ordinary pressure 
cookers. 

The special Hawkins design 
makes it accident-proof. 
Because the lid opens 
downwards into the pot 
instead of sideways,the lid 
cannot be opened even by 
mistake until the pressure 
inside falls to a perfectly safe 
level.The safety valve is 
under the handle bar so that 
when it operates the steam is 
deflected safely downyvards. 

Free service 

Hawkins has a written ' 
guarantee for 5 years. All parts 
covered by the guarantee' 
are replaced free. Hawkins 
service is always free. There 

Hawkins® 


are Hawkins Authorised 
Service Centres with factory- 
trained mechanics in 
115 towns in India who 
provide prompt expert service. 

Invest in your 
family’s health 

You may not know it, but 
a Hawkins is also an invest¬ 
ment in your family's health 
because it gives heaithier 
food than ordinary cooking. 
Studies by the Central Food 
and Technological Research 
Institute show that certain 
nutritive elements, particularly 
vitamins and proteins, are 
better retained in pressure 
cooking. And Hawkins gives 
you more hygienic food 
because it cooks at 122‘‘C, 
the temperature used for 
sterilisation. 

Nowadays, you camfot afford 
to be without a Hawkins 
pressure cooker. Buy a 
Hawkins at your nearest, most 
trusted dealer or write to the 
manufacturers. Pressure Cookers 
& Appliances Ltd., 
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meeting in a atate government air¬ 
craft. His clod^ were soiled with 
pan juice. He ordered the pilot to 
fly back to Delhi to fetch his dotbes 
and a case of scotch whisky. Mr 
Sethi’s fifth (youngest) daughter, 
Kanta, also flew from Bhopal in that 
aircraft. 

Mr Sethi has a tondness fm'gov¬ 
ernment planes. According to sources 
close to him, when he is power drunk, 
be refers to the two Beecbcraft planes 
of the MP government as his ‘Vespa 
scooters’, the helicopter of the state 
government as his ‘bicyde’, and the 
Indian Air Force’s VIP squadron 
planes, which are often used by him, 
are referred to as his 'Ambassador 
cars’. That is bow he orders for his 
transport. If hr wants to fly by the 
Beechcrafts, he tells his PA to 
arrange for his ‘vesoa scooter’! 

^ Another weakness of Mr Sethi is 
drinking. Many attribute bis eccen¬ 
tricity to heavy drinking. According 
to knowledgeable sources, he does 
not drink in the early hours of the 
day, or whenever he visits the PM’s 
house to meet Mrs Gandhi, Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi or Mr R. K. Dhawan. 
But around eleven in the forenoon, 
his drinking starts. In the daytime 
he drinks gin and after sundown he 
switches over to scotch whisky. He 
does not take either water or soda 
along with his drinks. Instead, the 
entire glass is filled with crushed ice, 
and the alcohol. Often he has a bad 
throat due to this extravangant 
manner of drinking. Apart fixun these 
two varieties of alcohol, he is said 
to be fond of a cocktail, which he 
advised his followers also to con¬ 
sume recently. 

As the story goes, a few weeks 
back Mr Sethi was talking to a group 
of admirers at the Ujjain circuit 
house. He disclosed to them the 
secret of his "youth” and told them 
that if they tri^ out his recipe, they 
would always score with young wo¬ 
men. His recipe for retaining vitality 
is this: take two raw eggs, beat them 
up, then add two pegs of whisky, 
again beat up the mixture, add one 
puo of milk, beat up the mixture, 
and then immediately gulp down the 
‘elixir’ and go to bed with a woman 
...you would never fail! 

Mr Sethi likes to meet people 
early in the morning. He can happi¬ 
ly ask people to see him at four in 
the morning, summon Press con¬ 
ferences (while in Madhya Pradesh) 
at six, and take iH'ide in the fact 
that even his rivals come to see him 
in the early hours. In the third 
week of April, while the Congressd) 
state election commiriee was meeting 
in Bhopal, Mr ^thi occupied the 
pride of place. No one wanted to 
displease him. sudi was the dictat 
frmn the high oonunaod. Ihe'com¬ 
mittee, therefore, met only when Mr 
Sethi was around, and adjourned 
when be decided to walk out. It was 
during these days that Mr Sethi’s 
rival in Madhya Pradesh, Mr Vidya 
(]baran Sbukla, decided to call on 
him. Mr Sethi a^ed Shulda to see b»m 
at tour aju. At six, when Mr Sethi’s 
supporters gather^ for an early 
>ntof9iQg ‘darshan’ a jubilant Mr 


Sethi told them; *Agar Vidya Charan 
mujhse milne char baje aa sakte 
hain, turn log itni der tak kyon gate 
rahte ho? (If V. C. Shukia can come 
to see me at four, then why do you 
people keep sleeping till so late?)". 

But during the distribution of I^rty 
tickets Mr Sethi alienated a large 
number of his supporters and annoy¬ 
ed political bigwigs in bis state. When 
prospettive camlidates went to him 
with their biodata, daiming a tideet 
because th^ had been to jail in tbe 
past few years, be grew wild with 
r'age. “JaU to goondon ki jagah hai, 
turn As$embly mein kyo Haroge? 
(Jail is a place for ruffians, what 
would you do in the Assembly?).” 
Kalyan Joshi of Ghosla village in 
Ujjain, who was at the receiving end 
of this omversation. being an old 
Congressman, was adamant He in¬ 
sisted that when jaUgoing bad been 
adopted as a norm for the allocation 
of tickets, then be was going to 
utilise his jail certificate to the 
maximum possible extent. Mr Sethi 
snapped back: "Kya turn mere liye 
jail gave they? Indira Gandhi ke %e 
gaye they, unhi ke poor jaao ticket 
ke liye (Did you go to jail for my 
sake? You went for Mrs Gandhi. 
Please go to her for your ticket)’’. 

While he displeased tbe rank and 
tile like this, biS recipe for the big¬ 
wigs was different. Having pleased 
Messrs Kamal Nath and Arjun Singh 
in the past few mouths, Mr Sethi 
suddenly decided to switch support 
tx> Madhavrao Scindia, the son of 
the former Maharaja of Gwalior. 
While canvassing support for the list 
put up by Mr Sdndia. he reportedly 
told Mr Kamal Nath and Mr Arjun 
Singh that he was not going to re¬ 
commend tbe cases of ‘maharajas’ 
like them, lliat is said to have 
created a wide gulf between him and 
Mr Kamal Nath, for wbom,till a few 
weeks back Mr Sethi was prepared 
to do anything. Ui$ numerous air 
trips to Madhya Pradesh in his 
‘scooter’, ‘bicycle’ and ‘car* were 
mostly undertaken in order to please 
♦he MP from Chindwara. 

Nr Icthi and 
hii family 

plannina 

Mr Sethi has perhaps earned the 
distinction of being one leader who 
has most colourfullv portrayed to the 
people the need for introducing 
family planning. 'While addressing a 
largely attended public meeting at 
Rajwi^a in Indore district, he said 
recently: "Sanjavit ke pariwar niyo- 
ian ke karyakram ko koi palm nahin 
karta. Mere vahan bht paanch larki- 
yau hain. Parantu paanch kaise hum? 
Teen hui thi; mere pitaji ne kaha 
ki ek larka zaroori haL Maine kaha, 
nahin, main karkhana band kama 
chohta boon. Unhone kaha ki ek boar 
our koshish karo. Maine zoron $e 
kotishish Mya. par phir larkU Vske 
baud mere doston aur iyotishion ne 
kaha ki koshish ek boar aur honi 


chahiye. Par panchwi baar hhi larki 
hui. Phbr maine karkhana band kat 
diva (Nobody implements Saniav’s 
famav planning programme. Even I 
have five daughters. I wanted to 
close the ‘fartorY after the third 
daughter but mv father wa.s adamant 
that I should try for a son. I tried, 
but I got a fourth daughter. Then 
mv friends and astrologers tyld me 
that if I tried again, there vrouid be 
a son. But again there was a 
daughter. After that 1 closed down 
my ‘factorv’)". 

His fondness for the family plann¬ 
ing profp-amme has perhaps a fanati¬ 
cal overtone. Recently a woman went 
to see him at Uiiaiu with a petition 
that her husband, a stare government 
eniplo.yee, Iks transferred back to 
Ujjain. He stared at her for some¬ 
time aral then thundered. "Pali ko 
sarkar nc door bhej di.va to achcha 
ktyat. Usko pans bulwa kaar bachche 
paida kama chahti ho? Kore kaaaz 
paoT likh kar do ki useif aaar iiahan 
bhej diva to turn bachche vaida nahin 
karagi, to main tumhara kaarn 
karoonga (If vour husband ha.s tn^en 
sent awav from you bv Uic govi'm- 
ment, then it’s good. Whv do von 
want him ne*r you? To proa'eate? 
Give me a written undertaking that 
you vrill not have childi'en if he is 
transferred back to Uitain)”. 

But Mr Sethi’s rr;ccut fascination 
for former daooits perhaps surpasses 
all his oriier likes and dishkc.s. One 
line morning, while the battle lor 
Conj,Tess(D tickets wiis on in Bhopal. 
Mr Sethi was seen dnving around 
town with fonnev d o.oit Mohar 
Singh. A day before, tiiete bad been 
a violent clash betv.'e*'n M’’ Sethi’s 
supporters and oppon'-nt.s outside the 
venue of the eleiiiou committee 
meeting. When Mr Sethi reached 
the dreuit bouse, where t>te meeting 
W'as being held, he sia.tttd a well- 
known building contractor of Bhopal 
among the crowd i’oi.ottiig towards 
Mohar Singh, be wuiit-l the ton- 
tractor to have i bout of wrestling 
with the former daioil. Before Mr 
Sethi could make up bis rniiid about 
the venue of the bout, the contractor 
had taken to hi.s heels, knowing the 
ha/.ands of staying around when Mr 
Sethi was in one of hi.e unpredictable 
moods. 

Hls ‘madness’ has beaime so wide¬ 
ly known that Nai Diinia, a local 
newspaper of Indore, h*u* wrritten two 
cKlitnrials in the past few weeks, 
citing instances of his eccentric be¬ 
havior. An example of the public out¬ 
cry in MP against Mr Sethi’.s behavi 
our and deeds was avaiUible f.ron: a 
letter to the editor pubUsliet! in the 
May I edition of a. Bhopal daily, 
Madhya Pradesh Chr-jmcii;. V-ritlen 
by one Mr Bharat tbe 

Setter said; ‘‘Recently I'tnoiJ “Minister 
Shri P. C. Sethi ordered lenioving all 
the speedbreakens (on the hokI-s) of 
the state. Spt*<‘dbreak<T.H .x-e used 
to avoid accidents, atiitm) speed, to 
increase factor cl rtmre ee 

roads If anyb<t<‘-\ ■■ \ -ebi.e, •... ,■ 
are broken, .speed, ■ •' 

to be blamed. This buu- . . .a- 

sible order from lbs.* ’• • ’u 
makes the people ljUfth i i b-i.o 
ties surprise (sic) ’’ 



Mobaa Singh in turn found landlords 
who were looking for cheap labour 
and, according to the police, sold the 
labourers to them. Known contempt¬ 
uously in Punjab as “bhaiyas”. the 
- impoverished Biharis were lured into 
i Punjab by promises of well-paid jobs. 
But such jobs never materialised. 
In.stead the "bhaiyas” were herded 
into farms and made to work from 
sunrise to sunset. They had no op¬ 
tion but to be slaves now as they had 
no money to return home. Mohan 
Singh had been cairying on this trade 
for the past five years. 

Nor is Mohan Singh’s an isolated 
case; it is simply according to the 
police, the only case which was 
brought to their noliix'. But between 
the months of March and Maf, which 
is the harvesting season, there are 
thousands of .such ca.ses ot slave 
trade it every level. 

This is also the season when land¬ 



S | LAVES are still being 
bought and .sold in India 
Even as you are reading 
this, thousands ot ini 
I poverislicd Biharis are 
the fields of Punjab, for 
rich Punjabi farmers, in total bond¬ 
age. They are given just a bare 
miniinum ot food, .mil made to work 
from d.iwn to late in Ihe mghl. 
The.v' imlortuiute pi'ople have been 
brought III herds fioiii Bihar by eon- 
tractors. and have been auctioned otf 
in lots to whichever Punjabi farmer 
:ould bid highest for them. Tin' 
bloodsucking contractor has tak<‘ii the 
money and left thesi' Biharis to their 
iiiiiortuiiale I, te 

On April 2. Mohan Singh and 
Nan iidr.i Singh ot Uimur. Tanda, in 
llpshiarpur distiicl ot Punjab, were 
iurnially arrested for trading in 
slave.s. According to the Tanda 
polkv, last year, Mohan Singh, a 
schoolteachei, popularly known as 
Masterji, u.sing his contacts brought 
ovei a numlier of Biharis and sub¬ 
sequently sold them to Narendra 
Singh, his relative and a prospt'rous 
landionl, to work in the fields in the 
harvesting season. Unfortunately for 
Mohan Singh, one of the people he 
had brought over was an educated 
boy who li.id been lured by the pro 
mise of a good job in Punjab. He 
managed to escape from Mohan 


Singh’s clutches, fled back home to 
Chaibasa, Bih.ir, and lodged an FIR 
with the police station there Soon, 
a report was .sent to the Station 
Hou.se Officer, Tanda. through the 
Superintendent of Police, Ho.shiarpur 
and the two men. Narendra Singh 
and Mohan Singh, were arrest^ 
under sections 363. 370, 371. 372 and 
373 IPC. The charges were that of 
slave trading. The two of them were 
produevd before the magistrate in 
Hoshiarpur and were subsequently 
s«‘iit to Chaiba.sa, where a case was 
lodged against them. 

Mohan Singh’s modus operaudi was 
simple. His associates in Bihar 
rounded up pMiple looking for work 
>ind sent them over to him in Handa. 


less labourers in Bihar a.nd ca-steru 
UP find tl>?rasclves without work 
and food. lu contrast, in Punjab, be¬ 
fore the rains set in by the end of 
June, the wheat has to be harvested, 
threshed, sold in the mandi or to the 
railway station and packed ofl to the 
Food Corporation of India. Once the 
rains set in the crops would rot and it 
would mean tlic waste of a season’s 
labour. The entire process — from 
harvesting to packing the wheat oi, 
to trams—calls for the vast addi¬ 
tional temporary employment. During 
the lart ten years, local labour has 
been difficult to find. The growing 
wealth of the state has enabled those 
lower down the poverty fine to make 
a trip to the labour-hungry markets 
in the Middle East Local labour has 
not only become scarce, but much 
more expensive as well. As one 
young man of Hoshiarpur put it: 
"There is a lot of money in the Mid¬ 
dle East and there is a lot of work 
available there as well. So it is best 



tu Ko there for'sunie years and come 
back with a lot ol' iiionc^y'’. 

Industrialisation has also hcliicd 
transfer labour Iroin the fai'iii to the 
be.ttor-pa.vinx, less arduous tactory. 
Besides, the i(rcen revolution bruutiht 
prosperity to tiK*. I'unjabi larnier, and 
this new wealth eiieouraiied a ten¬ 
dency aiiiunK landholders tu employ 
labour rather than work on the helds 
tiu’iiiselves. Medianisalioii uotwith- 
standiiiK, there' still reiiiaius a lot of 
work which has to bc' dune manually. 
And the coiumoii thinking seems to 
be : if there is cheap labour avail- 
abk', why not make use of it ? 

“Jab mangh fut rnahina aata hai. 
lab aadnii bhookh .vc tnarrw Uigta hai 
(III the month of M.ikIi — Vebruarv- 
March -• people start dyimj of huii- 
uer),’’ ('hiitkan, a ‘‘hhaiya’’ from 
l.akshmanpur of (>onda dislrid of UP 
told us ill Jiilhiiidur And this hun- 
tier leads to the inittratioii of labour 
to the Punjab in the tast decade and 
inoi e. 

When the lirst labourers came over, 
they worked in the liulds. were paid 
for theii efforts and went back liunie 
after the loirvcslina season was over. 
But diiiiiit> llie lollowiiij' years a 
dilleii'iil paltein developed. TIk* 
laiidloids re.ilised the plii'hl ol the 
lahoiiM'i's and dei’ided to eii-hive 
them ralhei than liiie llieni. 'I'hey 
struck deats with coiiti a< tin s. who 
would he i>aid i oininissioils. Once, 
the liihoiiieis airived, the Ihikedar, 
Ol the iniddli'inaii. took over 1'he 
tliikedar told the lahoiirers Ihal since 
lie li.id paid loi llieir tiain iare, they 
would h.ive to work toi Iwo months 
wilhoiit s.ilaiy. hut thev would he 
lliveii Iwo meals a d<iv and a |)latr to 
sleep, lie would then pioueed to 
I'oiilai't landlords in need ol lahoiii 
.Old "sell” them to the landloid. 'I’lic 
laiidloids would make llieui woi k on 
his Ik'lds without p.i\. 


M O.sT ol the l.iholircis 
lioiii Bihai come eilhei 
by the llowiah Mail oi 
the Tata Express and aie 
usually from 1)arbhant<a. 
Samastipur, Muzaffarpur and Ranehi 
districts. They arrive in groups of 
30 or 40 and are dumped at Ludhi¬ 
ana station from where they are 
picked up. Those who arrive from 
UP come usually by trucks and are 
gont'rally from Azamgarh and Mirza- 
pur. About two or three thikedars 
get together, hire a couple of irm^ks 
and send them with their men to 
UP. The contacts are met, the 

trucks filled with labourers and 
brought over to Punjab. Ram I.ak- 
han, a Bihari rickshawpulter at Ho 
shiarpur, who had conie to Punjab 
five years back and had started otf 
as a labourer in a farm in l.udhi.in.i 
described bow they were sold in 
Punjab : “We are promised a lot of 
money by the thikedar who has con 
tacts in Bihar and wc are brought' 
over here by ti.iin. Wc are put into 
one compartment or on the roofs of 
trains and we .iliglit either in Khan- 
iia or in Ludhiana. We travel without 
tickets, as the thikedar has some 
ariangcmcot with the ticket mllector 
who is paid a commission. We are 



tli'''il either sold oil ,it I lie sl.itioii 
ilsel' Ol kept at ilic llnkcd.ii’s house 
till some laiidloiils arc (ontatled. 
■soinellines, whe i we ivsist, wc arc 
be.itcii along the way. When we 
aiiive wc are so new lhat it is hardly 
possible loi us lo protost. I have 
bis’ii here for the la.st live yeais and 
I know the entire dhanda ’’ 

Once the labouiers arrive, tlicv 
lealise (hat they hav no means of 
esca|)e and they don't tiave even the 
inoiiey lo reluin hoiiK'. Ilesides, 
even il they did retiiiii, how woohl 
tlii'i manage to .ser.ipi' logetliei two 
inc.ils a day? Said 'I'ati.is Paswan 


liom Darbhaiig.i. who w - talki'd to'at 
Jiillundur r.iilw.iY st.itioo tin' day he 
had arrived ; "We aie waiting lor 
the thiki'dar. We h.ive heen promis¬ 
ed woik and wc have heoii told that 
we will be ii.iid Its nice a day. We 
have come such a long wav bei.iuse 
we don’t have anything to e.it. Mere 
at least we will get two meals u dav 
We know we won’t starve here. At 
home we were not so suie" That 
promise of Its 9 .1 dav is the lie that 
lures. 

Every morning, with tlii'ir lea a 
dash ol opium is mixed, so that the 
.slaves can work extra hard tbrough- 


Bihari children of Ludhiana. Child labour lives pn 










Cosmic has developed a radically new kind of tone ariT>. one 
with automatic return Unlike the rest, oui tone arm and 
turn table are just made lot each other 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

TURN TABLE 

Operation - BELT DRIVE.Automatic tone arm return ami 

shut/ofi with cueing dp . ice & auto cut mechanism 
Motor - 4 pole Synchronous motor 

Wow 8. Fluner - 0 15% W H M S 

TONE-ARM 

Type — S” shaped statically balanced type with 


Ell^tive length 
Overhang 


— 197 mm 
—19 mm 


anti skating device 


Adjustable stylus Force Range 0 4 gr with direct readout weigh! 

PHONO CARTRIDGE 

Frequency Response 20H/ 20KHvt2il8 

Channel difference Less than 2dB at 1 KHi 

Trackirw force 1 ‘i 2 S pms 

Stylos Tip radius 11> Mirmns spherical 

GENERAL 

Power Consurnj'liori - 10 wills 

Dimension J Jtl x l*j4 x 1 16 MM 

Wi'iiih! 6 6 Kg (Aoprux) 

lilts nifi'i tetj'i’ h.ii all ol ile 'sseonal fepiures that a 
piofes'ion.il ij'i'ilily auton , • f.iin table must have to insure 
peak (ii‘if'iinian. e 

CDSmiC-QUALITV THAT SOUNDS FOR ITSELF. 


cosmic 

CO-GRAM 2000 BD 
STEREO TURN TABLE 


TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AND SERVICE CENTRE 


- 10 wKIs 

3 30 X X 1 36 r/M 
5 ^ K'j (Aoprux) 

'sMM-'tfol features thdt a 
ttif'i lablc mus? have to insure 
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oul me aay. AgBin, aiong wilO tIV} $ 
men arrive women and children. The t 
younc children, even as young as ten | 
years of age. arc sent to the fields 
and have to work throughout the da 
But the women do not always get 
work and there have been cases 
when they have taken to begging 
Not only this, but when at the end 
of their stay the slaves who dare to 
ask for their wages are either told to 
get out or are told that money has 
already been paid to the thikedars 
and they would have to collect it 
from them which is impossible. Sai'* 
a "bhaiya” at Ludhiana station, 
“Babu, ab aur nahin aana hat" (We 
will not come again). He had been 
brought by a thikedar who said tha’ 
he would be paid Rs 100 every month 
for working. But when at the en ’ 
of every month he asked for th 
money he was told that he would be 
paid the next month. Finally, when 
he finished bis tenure, he was told 
to leave and not given .iny money. 

But not all the labourers who come 
to Punjab during the harve.sting sea¬ 
son are bought by the landlords. 
Then; are a few who come on their 
own in .search of work. But their 
working conditions are no better. 
The landlords take advantage of the 
fact that they have nowhere else to 
go and emploj^ them at depressed 
wages. Sometimes when the “bhai- 
yas" arrive they remain at the station 
for a number of days without work 
and the landlords, who at this time 
of the year frequent the railway 
stations, do not employ them imme¬ 
diately. They wait for a number of 
days till the labourers are really des¬ 
perate and then employ them at low 
or non-existent wages. They are 
cither employed as daily wage 
labourers or on a contract basis for 
a period of three months. 

Again, not all the labourers who 
come to Punjab want to return to 
their homes. It is estimated that 
about 10 lakh immigrant labourers 
come to Punjab every year and 
though most of them leave after 
harvesting is over, some settle down 
in Punjab and instead of Working on 
the farms move on to the cities. They 
take up menial jobs, work on road 
construction sites, at brick kilns or 
as rickshawpullers. They have even 
started working in the various facto¬ 
ries in Punjab. Though no survev 
has been carried out. it is estimated 
that the “bhaiyas” form about ten 
per cent of the population of Punjab. 

As a Punjabi government official put 
it : -‘They have become a part of the 
culture of Punjab. Soon you will 
find that they have permeated into 
every sphere of life here. So much 
so, that I would not be surprised if 
in another 15 years we have another 
Assam on our hands”. 

Most “bhaiyas” working in th" 
factories live in small, crowded 
rooms. For example, just outside a 
thread factory in Hoshtarpur are the 
houses where the “bhaiyas” live. In 
rooms which ate approximately seven 
feet by five feet live seven peoph 
who together pay as much as Rs SO 
a month for the room. Their fami¬ 
lies are in their original villages, and 


only when they manage to save up 
enough money do they go home. Said 
Gagandeo, who works at the thread 
factory, “Kya karen saab? Pet ke 
liye bahut kuch kama porta hai 
(What to do? A hungry stomach 
forces us to do many things)”. 

The average Punjabi treats “bha^ 
yas” with condescension and con¬ 
tempt. One result of this superiorit” 
complex is that the Punjab police, 
refuse to seriously prosecute slave 
trading. They look the other sid'. 
Kb- Sube Singh, SSP, Ludhiana, said 
“Siich things don’t happen. We have 
not received any such complaint. It 
is only you people from the Press 
who think of such things.” This is 


surprising in view of the fact that 
Ludhiana station is the centre of the 
trading. The SP of Hoshiarpur, Mr 
S. R. Sharma, was more frank, 
though guarded : "It Is not really 
slave trade that goes on. The Press 
has chosen to call it so. People are 
in need of work and there is a lot of 
work to be done in Punjab. But it 
is true that these people “bhaiyas” 
are exploited at every level. Like 
there was this case of a boy from 
UP who just could not carry on here 
but he did not have the money to 
return. So he came to me and I 
helped him out”. 

But there are .slaves. It is only 
convenient for Punjab to pretend 
otherwise. ■ 





Kissan Orange Squash 
Le Monde Selection 
Gold Medallist 



It ts a delightful moment when a 
chilled sip of Kissan squash meets 
a thirsty throat. Experience it with 
your favourite fruit flavour — 
Kissan orange, lime, lemon, 
mango 

Only pick-of-the-season fruits 
give their juice to Kissan 
squashes, and crushes. These are 
automatically processed and 
blended to make a balanced 
concentrate which needs no 
further sweetening. It dissolves 
instantly in soda or water 
So keep a bottle handy for 
unexpected guests or expected 
thirsts. 

Kissan squashes and crushes are 
now available in bigger bottles 
which give you 20 ml more at 
the very same price 

THE KISSAN RANGE 

Squashes Lemon Orange. Mango, 

Lime Juice Cordial. Lemon 
Barley Water 

Crushes Grape, Pineapple Orange 
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Silly Sam 



Mrs Tito al Tito’s funeral 


ritsident I'ito’s luiieral May 5 Mr lin^zhncv d-- 

niight have been a solemn tided he had to attend the 

aiiair but it was also^one funeral in Uelgrado. ^ It 

in whirn there was a lot was loo late, tor Mr Car- 

of diplomat.v going on- - ter to go back on his do- 

esiietially where the two cision. The Yugoslavs di 
super powers are con- not much like the Idea 

cerned. The Russian Pi' since Jimmy Carter has 

sident scored one over been assuiiiig them ot 

the American Presidi nt American econoinie and 

Jimmy Carter, and he political suppoit lor an lu-' 

sceemed ciuilc satisfied dependent Yugoslavia, 

about it when he arrived There i.s a growing feai 

foi the late Marshal’s that the Russians would 

funeral on May 7, 1980. take over Yugoslavia and 

It all began when Presi- Mr Carter’s pieseiice at 

dent Carter said that ho the funeral would have 

would stay away from the set the tremors in Yug'. 

I funeral. It was assumed slavian hearts. This des- 

that the Russian Presi- p|i- the fad that Preil- 

dent would not attend the dent Carter sent his ino- 

funcr.al either. But the ther Mrs Lillian Carter 

Russian President played and his Vice Piesident 

his card at the right mo- Mr MondaW tor the cere¬ 

ment. On the evening ot mony in Belgrade. 

A clean protest 

Recently a .section ol leguloi worUei-. How mo, 

the Metro workers of while on one h.i'id puhlic 

Paris went on strike, opinion went in lacour ol 

causing the underground to the slnkeis bee an-e of a 

wallow in rubbish The su.spien.n ol lacial < s 

mujoi demands ol the plorialioii ni the entne 

striking sweepers were matter; on Hie olhei 

higher pay and, believe it hand, the pulitnal ovi i 

or not, access to the sho- tones of the Hike he 

wers owned by the RATI’ came cleat I he ItAll’ 

Metro syslein. Al liist authonc'' lieg.in fo .n i 

things looked bleak foi At lh<' end ol I In liw 

the .sinking worKei s who week stiike. the ^w, cp'i'- 
weic not directly emplov- were pioniised imi mil, 

ed, but merely subcon- a highei p.iy, hni al o 

tracSed to the RATI’ hv an altoiwork .sliowei ();!■■ 

smaller lirm.s an<l .so did they will no douh: ne; d 

not have a right to the onc'c the undergiound ha- 

bcnelits enjoyed by th,-' been swept cli an 


When ^disaster’ 
struck Florida 

I'he problem ot illegal who had nnl all of whom 

imniigrant.s (the peilito arc now li\ing m the Uni- 

teim for retngi’cs) is now ted States. While tlie 

beginning to trouble the President had said ves, 

I'residi-nl ol the United iminigr.ifion is s.iying no 

Stalc.s Hai'lian.s are inak- to the.se ix-ople, who are 

mg good ii^e of a special driven into the coiiiitry 

pie.sidential deiiee that betau.se ot economic dilli- 

allovveil some If ,'iOO (ai- CTilties .icuirding to some, 

bins to eiit'o the TJiiifed and because ot political 

j Slaiies flic Haiti.ins are diflifullios accoidiiig to 

I adioinn.'; ram.shackle fish- others Whatever iri.iy be 

1 ing lioais ,in<l dinghie.s and the. ultimate decision t.ik 

i lowing then iilmo'-t to en bv the l’re.-ideiii le 

! land al Ifiii ida iindii Hie gardiiie the mfliis ol these 

I \eiv e\es ol ,i'-lonislied immigr.inl.s, at the iiio 

1 b.iHiers to loiii their h.OOO ment. the (.incrnor ol 

i roiinliMiimi vvlio li.id ,ip- Flm i<la has ded.ned I’lo- 

1 pill d loi a^ylllm m 1972 rida’.s two soothe: ii coiiii- 

1 and the 100 (VOO to 200 OOO tric.s di.s.ister .iie.is' 

' • 

The Tramp stands still 

Should a Tramp get a 
statue ? Well, the mem¬ 
bers of the Westminster 
City Council’s plann¬ 
ing committee think 
so not unlike West Ben¬ 
gal’s minister .s. Small 
wonders then that they 
dismissed aill objer 
tions — that rangetl 
from the one that he had 
alleged CommunLst sym¬ 
pathies, voiced bv .some 47 
Wcisimin.sitcr Conserva¬ 
tives 111 ,a written petition 
to the planning tx>m- 
mittep, to another that 
held that he should not be 
elevated on the same 
pdain as William Shakes¬ 
peare — and passed the 
project almost unanimous¬ 
ly to mark the 91st birth 
.anniversary of Charlie 
Chaplin. It i.s hoped that 
this £8.500 project will be 
completed bv early sum 
mer and so. if all goes 
well. Charlie woiiild be 
safely in place at Itdci-s- 
Clutrles Chaplin ter Square bv that time. 
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LIVING 


Getting a kick out of life 



Thr ftanian stars Majid, Jamshed and Khabbazi 


CT<’<lit Koo- to J.im-slK'tl 
tind Majid Bptw<'en thpin 
th<‘v sfon'd the maximuiii 
numbiM' of hojIs in ihc 
toui'ii.iriii'iit diid thfir prc- 
sonci' iii.idc dll the dilfVr- 
(MKo tor li.i-sf Bengal. 
M.i|id IS ,1 student of 
Aligarh Muslim University' 
where he studies ci)in- 
iTierce but loottKild has 
been hi.s lit st love sini e 
f’liildhoixl (lavs AniouLi 
his admiK'i-. ,11 e a niiiiih 


ei of beautiful women but 
M.-iid is hearl-whole and 
fancy free. What doe.s he 
hate most in Calcutta ? 
“I have come to this city 
to play lootball. not to 
have my legs broken”, said 
Mapd in an intervisw 
after Fast Bengal's match 
ag.nn.si Mobun Bagan 
Calcnttans wiill sec more 
ot this ebullient striker 
during the League 
niati’he.s 



It Ole Miupe.iis of Fa.st 
Bene,.o' 111,,I bad ii'ib wete 
to turn! Ml mfl.-|j< ndeiit 
piiu( iji.ilil, 'Ill'll king 
would ,suul', be dll Ir.mi- 
ati--i\!, pit r.,il.Mi.ii. Tills 
Irani.HI ,'iii"i w i.> the 
cv'uisni ■’ i.| ni , 'li's at the 
l.deii (i,e leii. dlirilJg the 
Todei.d 11.,1 I lip mall lies 
held ei ( .ij '. I' ; ix'lween 
Api il !‘i . iiil ,\ 1 ,iy )! 

TIimii ...lid', cl lj;i'., lilt's 
pietm III lieir iJliI) 

il \ .lli II", ( l•l■.■■l .'d ev ei V 
liiov,' Ih ii ,\ 1 ,!i.d madi' on 
It.e iii.iid in But it vv.is 
in ilie In ,e s id Last 

Be'p;,ii I in, ilpil he found 

a .spell I pl.n i report.s b 
K \1 \UI. 

Majid iiiid .iiiMiluT Irani¬ 
an, liilllslied N issil I, ]0| - 
Hied till bill l.bmie ut tli,' 
I'-.i't llen.M,' -.ide I'liis 
I'liib w .C' .se.ii'eij altm h-d 
dining the iiiiri' (lull 

ti PI -ill I1 ie,s ‘,i <11, ,is 
iii.Tiv }■■ ,>'i I'll ii! tie ir 

.st.ii 1.'1, \ Cl , VV ■'( hed o\ e; 

t'l Moll.Mil, 1 I d m Spurting 
H 111 .spite 111 llii.s m.iss 
detection 1 ,i'i Beng.il 
could hgnn; m the linal 
and sh.ire 'he honoills 
with Motni'i H.i.pin, the 


Designs 
to win 

Us woith uPd tiOU dcjl.iis, 
the Agha l'^,|,^l; p: i/,e loi 
Jsl.miif i.iiiO' luie, that 
is It vV.!! [>i .i«v.tided lo 
the ii\e t>i'.si projects, 
whiiii wn! I,,' nJiiiilii.id b. 
a nirie-iiij.i iiiterdricipli- 
iuii> jiir, Uiie member 
ot thf tciihiiea! team i,s 
JJi 1 . St.Jiia i.iii, (iii)fes.sor 
of suiiologv 111 .1 Turirs 
UtiiieiMtv le.d ail expert 
on Mnsli'ii .e (.tn'.fcture 
His team e, re.sponsiblc 
for vgsitiiu, leu'i'iiics from 
Muioceu a,id Indone.sia 
and was rcn iiiK in l>'lhi. 
IJi Sianbiniii loKI Saumil 
ra Banei jee that he was 
very impres.i d with Delhi. 
■‘I'hougii 1'. 1.S not a pie- 
duminaiol'i Musiimi noun- 
try. Ihcie is .m abundance 
of .Mu.sinii a'I'hr.octuf 
here..'' be ^aid ’‘Archi- 
teiture 11 1 symbol of 
emotioe. and euiii.sation 
ami I iirid liiai in the tyyo 
ayics l have visited in 
India (l)ellii .md Agia). 
there is a distitni identm. 


Be-sides. I hi. 11 IS iio d" 
pendenie on turiiun coup- 
trie.s and goods That i ■ 
cxix-llenil, ttii 111 order to 
niodernisi . we have to b" 
oui'elve.s In Delhi 1 
liiid that ,1 lot of .sfiess 
has been pbiied on lions 
ing. which I, ,1 veil basil 
need of the people. I find 
that the llellii Develuii 
meat .■Viithi,i ilv ha- dom 


- lot m this resp<!Ct. In 
Agra f found ■that besides 
the Islamic architecture 
ot the .Moghul d<ivs, a lot 
of new structuios, pre- 
dominantlv ot Islamic 
s<yle. Iidvo (omc up This 
much I can s.iy my re- 
commeiidjlion will be 
made in all c, rncst and 1 
hop<i that India will be a 
letipieiit III this prize," 


Exorcise 
in futility 

An enterprising female 
exorcist in Madras decam¬ 
ped with jewels and cash 
Worth Rs 50,000 but fail¬ 
ed to escape the dutches 
of the city’s police fiaroe. 
Before she could do the 
vanishing tridc, she was 
behind bars, reports 
Arthur Pais. Rohini lu'idi- 
nanda, a 42-year-old 
sanyasini had been invit¬ 
ed to exorcise the “spirits" 
at the home of her son’s 
professor. When she re¬ 
commended month-loa£ 
special puja-s, her in¬ 
structions were followed 
and no less than Rs 28,000 
was spent in the process. 
On the final day of the 
puja, the sanyajiinh sU'g- 
gested that the jewels be 
kept before the sacrifida] 
Ure. Hei- advice was ad¬ 
hered to, but it was dis¬ 
covered that the vafluables 
had miraculously disapp¬ 
eared before the puja 
began. And what was 
more, the sanyasini had 
disappeared too. It 

now remains to be seen 
whether the sanyasini can 
cxin the police into believ¬ 
ing that they too need her 
services to get rid of their 
devil.s. 


Some lingo, 
by jingo 

Now. what would you 
think if a Madrasi inviteil 
von to drink a dgarette 
and eat a colfei- with him? 
Arthur Pais himself a 
re.sidont of Mcidras, re 
Dorl.s th.it it is not at all 
uiii iimmon. 

There was a chief 
.sub-editor on an Engli^ 
daily who m-arly became 
apoplectic when a young 
trainee, who had spent 
must of his life in a small 
town near Madurai, asked 
politely whether he would 
be alloyvcd to drink a 
cigarette within the dffire 
precincts. And, ad if 
that was not enough, a 
coupile of da.vs later 
he explained that “saints’’ 
were, expected in his 
house On enquiry it 
transpired that a couple 
ot holy men were schedul¬ 
ed to perform a puja at 
his home. 






The cult of King Bruce 


No premier(e) 


I- 



Just when it looked as if 
martial fever bad died a 
natural death, the Ih-aKon 
returned to India. Bruce 
Lee fans once again re¬ 
velled in the heroics of 
the late star in the movie 
Return of the Dragon and 
tried to emullate his stunts 
outside the movie hail. 
And just to prove that 
Bombay is not far behind 
ill the race, came a re¬ 
lease entitled Morchha 
(Front). Only problem 
was. Return of the 
Dragon was already runn¬ 
ing to packed bouses. 
In the realisation 
that they were up again.st 
stiff cinnpetition, to say 


the least, the [wodncers 
of Morchha have devised 
a series of fascinating 
posters. "Hicir catdiline 
runs thus: “Let’s dance 
for the great guv Bruce 
Lee’’, and almost alO their 
po.sters show an a.ssort- 
ment of girls in postures 
more coinpiromising than 
martial. The him is app¬ 
arently being sold as a 
tribute to the late Bruce 
Lee. but it is another set 
ol (Misters for the same 
movie that really takes 
the cake. It shows an 
athletic damsel with a 
nanchaku, while the him 
i.s billed .IS "confrontation 
ol action with reaction". 


Who Kauls 
the shots ? 


I How does one react to 
! Mani Kaul’s cinematic 
ventures? The man who 
direded Duvidfia and 
! Vski-Roti is being washed 
ashore by his new wave; 
he is in trouble again 
with the Films Division 
people. To begin with, 
they did not like the 
diM'umontarv on women 
which Kaul made for 
them. 'They felt that Kaul 
bad portrayed women as 
an exploited class, not as 
the new. thrusting, adven¬ 
turous lot. Now they say 
that the film is fine, in 
fact, quite wonderful foi 
the serious student of 
anma and the film 
society circuit, but they 
feel it is also too impre¬ 
ssionistic and conipflex to 
w screened in cinema 
bouses for average view¬ 
ers. 

According to A.shish Baja- 
dhyaksha, the Filins Divi- 
' sion's decision has, as 
expected, invited fair 
criticism, "What’s the 


fellow supi>os<’d to do? ’ 
asked an angry .Saeed 
Mirio (of Arvnid Desat 
fame). Should he include 
a cabaiet in the middle of 
a film on migrants to 
Bombay to keep the 
audience interested? Will 
the FD (Films DivLsion) at 
least try and begin to 
define the concept of en¬ 
tertainment in the middle 
of a scriou.s film on a 
serious theme?” Kaul him¬ 
self was enigmatic "I 
don’t know what I’ll do. 
ITie last time it happened, 
they put 'in a .shot of a 
woman jumping from a 
helicopter, meaning: see 
how smart and adventu¬ 
rous our women are! One 
may bt!, but is the FD try¬ 
ing to con audiences into 
believing that all the wo¬ 
men in India arc like that? 

I told the FD that if tiiev 
touched an inch of Wo¬ 
men (his documentary) 
the.v would have to re¬ 
move my name from the 
credits, or I’d sue them. 
They removed my name.” 


Among Morarji Dcsai's 
aohicvemcnis is a film 
script on Lord Krishna; 
among his many setbacks 
was the producer’s deci¬ 
sion to drop the projeit. 
As a matter of fact, the 
pnxluter has quit Bombay 
altogether. But the for 
mer Prime Minister is not 
the oiiilv one who has been 
atteded by the producer 
"going walkabout”. Ram- 
anand Sagar, who was 
siipiMysed to direct the 
lilni. has also been left in 
the lurch. The Bombay 
based one-time big-time 
director was actually 
planning to make a conu'- 
oack with Morarji’s .script 


Figuring out history 




Omte by chance, a few 

l. abourer.s at Chandra 
Kclu ,Garh came across 

m. ysterious fragments of a 
moulded terr.icolt.i pla¬ 
que These remained with 
tin- We.'.t Bengal Directo¬ 
rate ol Archaeology, with¬ 
in a steel almirah for 
month.s. without a name 
or pro|x-i i'lentity Mr 
I’rakash l),isgui>ta. di- 
rettoi of .iichaeology in 
Ca'liaitta, thought that 
they were fKirt of a 
puzzle with an iinporlaiP 
due missing 

Mr Dhsgupta assigned the 
fragnlents to about 2 AD. 
He felt that the diaphan¬ 
ous dra|>ery and the de¬ 
corative “sash” designed 
with Roman letters on the 
plaque were inltuenced 
by the Romans and Sev- 
thians in the opening cen¬ 
turies of the Clhristian 
era. But Mr Dasgupta 
failed to understand the 
significance, of the monkey 
which had an eager expre¬ 


ssion in its eves. Its 
presence made identifica¬ 
tion doubly difficult, 
though Mr Dasgupta could 
not help feeling that he 
bad seen yet another pair 
of similar eager and apish 
eyes somewhere, swne- 
time. ’Those eves held the 
clue to the m.ystery, adds 
Sudeshna Bariia. 

Re<vntly, another plaque 
was found. On it was a 
figure of Hanuinan who 
appeared to be searching 
for the abducted Sita. It 
wa.s Hanunian's • e.yes 
which made Mr Dasgupta 
olieck the earlier disco¬ 
very and, in a flash, he 
realised that there was 
before him the earliest 
Rnmayana motif, com¬ 
plete with the monkey 
in the Ashoka grove, the 
bejewelled Sita and. by 
her side, in a reverential 
po.se. the lovely raksha- 
shi, Saraim. The mys¬ 
tery was at last unrave- 
<led. 





Democracy falters in Nepal 

We win revise the Constitution, says B. P. Koirala 


A ll hopes of the emergence of 
a multi-Partv democracy in Nepal 
finally evaporated on May 13, when 
the counting of votes was completed. 
Eleven days earlier, the people of Ne¬ 
pal had participated in the first-ever 
referendum held in their country. 
The choice before tticm was between 
the panchayat system of government 
which has been in force since 1962 
and niulti-Party democracy. For 
some of the younger ones. It was a 
novel experience, since the inhabi¬ 
tants of this mountain kingdom have 
only been to the polls once before. 
That was in 1959 when the govern¬ 
ment they voted to power lasted only 
18 months before it was upstaged by 
a royal coup. 

There was a great deal of ap- 
rrehenaion pr or to May 2; a lot of 
speculation about whether there 
would be violence or not. Royal 
Nepal Airlines cancelled all inter¬ 
nal Sights scheduled for referen¬ 
dum day; Casino Nepal, the pride 
of the Oberoi, Soaltee, was closed 
aud a public holiday declared. But 
the undercurrent of tens on did not 
take long to evaporate. May 2 
dawned cloudy and overcast but 
there were serpentine queues at 
the polling booths long before 
9.15 a.m.. at which time the booths 
opened. The ballot papers were 
unique, fur in this case there were 
no symbols : they were divided into 
two sections, one yejlow for the 
panchayat system, tSo other sky 
blue for the multi-party system. 

A s-hool in central Kathmandu 
hsd been convi-rted for the day 
into a po ling statu n and the adults 
lined up in separate queues for 
men and women. Outside, the 
youngsters watched the proceed¬ 
ings with interest, peeping through 
the railings while helmeted 
sold ers kept watch from a variety 
of vantage p lints As it turned out, 
they were not wanted, for every- 
thin-' took place smoothly, without 
even a hint of trouble. 

In the districts it was no diffe¬ 
rent. The turnout, for a start, was 
ama ing and by noon, when the sun 
began ti shine through the heavy 
cloud bank the heat must have 
made the wa t rather uncomfort¬ 
able for the women and the older 
men. But they did not leave their 
laces in the ueuos. Those who 
1 1 umbrellas put ^em to good 
use, while Ihooe that di,d not, wait- 
el patiently for their turn to vote. 
AH over Nepal, the atmosphere 
that day was unique. It was part 
32 


serious, part festive, but above all 
else there was a new feeling. For 
all those over 21, it was the feeling 
of being able to guide the destiny 
of thefr own country. 

At about 3.3; p.m. there was a 
light drizzle and our driver stopped 
to check his windscreen wipera. 
Within ten m nutes the drizzle had 
turned into a downpour and the 
voters left their places in the 
queues to lake temporary shelter 
wherever they could. The drum- 



B. P. Koimla 


ming on the tin roofs became 
louder and more incessant until 
someone discovered that it was 
being caused by hailstones. A 
pleasant old man who shared our 
shelter—our dooiway—asked me if 
we had hailstoims like this in India. 
When I inf limed him that we did, 
he whispered almost conspiratori- 
ally, “We haven’t had hail for 
years. This is the gods’ way of 
blessing Nepal on referendum day.” 

In late April this year, Nepal 
certainly seemed to have acquired 
all the trappings of democracy. The 
clearest manlfestat on of this was 
the giaffiti that had begun to cover 
the walls of Kathmandu, something 
not known before. It was diflteult 
to find a wall that was not adorned 
by slogans and murals. One of the 
more dramatic pieces of gra£ti an¬ 
nounced, “No panchayat, no Nepal”, 
while others p.Owlsimed “rartyless- 
ness is our way of thinking”, or 
“Long Lve the panchayat leaders”. 
There was a rash of posters all over 
and m some cases a multi-Party 
postc had been deliberately pasted 
over a panchayat poster, obscuring 
its exhortations. 


On New Road, the shopping area 
of the.capital, there appeared a 
new art form. At least i,t was new 
to the people of Nepal : the politi¬ 
cal ca-'toon. Everyday theie was a 
new one pasted high on the wall 
o. pos te the tiny square where one 
)uys the duly papers. Interestingly 
enough, ab.ut ten feet up the wall 
was a hand-lettered slogan which 
read “Multi-Party wall”. The car¬ 
toons themselves were not very 
artistic although they did succeed 
„ m getting their message across. One 
g businessman adm tied that he deli- 
• berately took a detour on his way 
a home fiom work so that he could 
» insaecl the day’s addition. 

Then the. e wore the public meet- 
in >.s, any semblance of whi h had 
b *cn banned for 19 long ycais. At 
Ratna pJrk, the s^ene of many a 
. arade where the King had tradi- 
ti nally taken the salute, people 
gatheied to I sten to the promises 
.)f the would-be loadois. 'They came 
m d-'oves, converging on the green 
in their thousands to listen to the 
I'oUician.s On the outskirts stood 
the cynics wh > gu ‘awed with 
miith (very time a speaker made a 
di'u'ous c aim or a promise they 
■e koned would never be honoured. 
But the fact remains that public 
meetings were drawing large 
audiences : for the people of Nepal, 
the wo'ds of the speakers were the 
wo ds of freedom. There were im- 
prrmptu gatherings too Soapbox 
orators were in their element and 
needed no encouragement to rattle 
oft speeches rife with noble rheto¬ 
ric and high ideals. One such 
gathering took- place shortly after 
one of the many public meetings, 
when dusk was falling and thou¬ 
sands had begun the long trek 
home. One young revolutionary 
took it upon him.self to explain to 
his companions }ust what was 
wrong with their country. The 
crowd around him grew and they 
egged him on, enchanted by his fire 
and zeal. “The referendum is the 
only thing that will save Nepal,” 
he thundered and began to single 
out people from his audience. “Can 
you save Nepal?” he asked them, 
repeating his question with fervour. 
More and more people were stop¬ 
ping to listen. “Can you save 
Nepal?” he repeated, pointing to a 
young man who was watching the 
proceedings with detached interest. 
“No, I can’t,” came the unexpected 
answer, “and neither will you if you 
remain here ranting”- 




P PAWCHAYAT NO NEPAL THEREfOK LIE NEED mi 



ritprn; controversial three-Uer pan- « 
1 chayat system was initiated by s 
Kng Mahendra, father of the pre¬ 
sent ruler, in 1962. It was a crucial ^ 
period in the political history of 
Nepal, a time when the King felt 
that the power which should have 
been his was actually slipping 
away from him. Hence his speci¬ 
fication that the King retain the 
central twwer assisted by a natio¬ 
nal panchayat, or council of repre¬ 
sentatives. This system of govern¬ 
ment, claimed King Mahendra, was 
more in keeping with Nepalese tra¬ 
ditions than a Western Parliamen¬ 
tary form of government. The first 
tier of the panchayat system con¬ 
sists of the village and town pan- 
chayats, whose members are elect¬ 
ed on a popular basis. These in 
lAturn are represented in the district 
rtgnd zone panchayats, which are 
finally represented in the national 
panchayat, the highest tier. It vtas 
.it this level that members used to be 
•ippointed by the King, leading to 
thi- charge that the panchayat sys¬ 
tem itsell derived all initiative from 
I he palare However, on December 
IG last year, the King cona’dod the 
question Ilf adult Iranchise, thus 
ensuring a direct election to the 
national panchayat. It was a cru- 
I iai step ; a major concession where¬ 
by he divested himself of the legacy 
•ol absolute power. In the ultimate 
analysis this was a .step that assured 
valuable votes for the panchayat 
^ camp. 

Ihe panchayat system had a mas¬ 
sive advantage at Ihe very' outset, 
for they had more workers than the 
muIti-Party tamp, while their orga¬ 
nisational base was considerably 
stronger. Resides, the King’s grant 
of general amnesty came perilously 
late, thus eroding the chances of 
Koirala and his companions. Politi¬ 
cal prisoners or tho.se in self-exile in 
India waited in vain for the King’s 



announcement which eventually was 
made on April 13. a bare two weeks 
before the referendum. Had the an- 
nouna-ment of amnesty been made 
earlier, the panchayat sv.stcm would 
have received a severe .setback as 
men like Bharat Shamshcr and Bern 
Bahadur Karki would then have been 
able to campaign in the hilly areas. 

According to Bishtshwar Prasad 
(BP.) Koirala, onetime Primtt 
Minister and the leading figure in 
the Nepali Congress, the panchayat 
system killed all freedom of t>x- 
pression while its elections were 
reduced to a farce, "The panchayat 
^ system," he declared emphatually, 
"is concomitant with corruption, 
^ tyranny and unresponsive admims- 
J tration." A dedicated panchayat 
f worker bristled when I confronted 
him with this charge. "Thi.s is a 
false claim, one that has been re¬ 
pealed several times in the last 
year in order to discredit us," he 
explained. "The people have never 
■ had any complaints about the pan¬ 
chayat system and indeed, if the 
King had not been at the helm of 
the country's affairs, there would 
have been all kinds of trouble. My 
people have been ruled by Kings 
for years. Take away the ins¬ 
titution of monarchy and tiicy will 
have no leadership to look to. They 
have been reared on the idea that 
monarchy is the only way to run 
Nepal and they will never forget 
that. Go out into the villages and 
see what the people have to say. 
You ask them what they think of 
the panchayat system and whether 
or not there is anything wrong 
with it." 

When I put this question to a 
grizzled old villager on the out¬ 
skirts of Kathmandu he was vciy 


definite in his opinion. “The pan¬ 
chayat system has never harmed 
me and certainly I have tremendous 
respect for the King. I am an old 
man; I know nothing about the 
method of governing a country but 
I have no intentions of voting for 
the multi-Party system. After all, 
I have not complaints against the 
panchayat system, so why should I 
vole for something I know nothing 
about? I do not want any more 
than I already have. Besides, the 
present system of democracy is 
goon enough for me." 

Then there was a young taxi dri¬ 
ver, clad in a T-shirt and Wrangler 
jeans who waxed eloquent when 
he discovered that I was an Indian 
journalist "It is just another form 
of puppet government where the 
King calls the tune and all the 
others dance to it. I have never 
had much time for the panchayat 
system, but my father supports it 
wholeheartedly. He tells me that I 
do not know what is good for me. I 
tell him he is old and foolish.” 

One week before the referendum. 
15. P Koiiala had <ilreadv aiinpletcd 
In'- caiiip.iiKniiig and was confident 
enough to '-ay, "We will win 
hand' down”. When asked 

what he and other multi- 
tr-P.irty leaders would do it the pan- 
(liay.il system won the icforcaduiii 
lie thought for ,i while betore. he 
.answered. "It we lose”, he .said, 
"we nvserve flic light to propagate 
the revision ot the Con.stitution." He 
was more cautious when .1 asked him 
it a panchayat victory would mean 
the end of democracy foi* his country 
"No", he r'''plicd, “because the de¬ 
mon atic process itself can never be 
killed, for it is always evolving.” 

DAVID McMAHON. Kathmandu 
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Caught in 
a storm 


Two minutes of sheer hell 

“IT wp not an accident. It was an 
aircraft passioK throuKh a 
thunderstorm.” said Mr P. Subra- 
rnaiiyam. the public relations offitrr 
ot the Indian Airlihcs in Calcutta 
He was talkinR about the Hafido«ra- 
(.alc'utta Indian Airlines (lij;hl 223 
which encountered a severe thunder- 
storm oyer Rampu.-hat only 80 naii- 
ucdl miles away from Caicult.i. It 
happened on Saturday, May 10 1980 
On board the Boeing 737 aircraft 
P'*''sen»{ers and two inlants. 
•lust 1.) fIviiiK minutes away from Cal¬ 
cutta the plane enteied a ma.ss of 
ihiindorclouds. Jbe pilot had as 
usual the meteorological report from 
JtaKdoKra and Calcutta befori' the 
plane took off from Uattdoi>ra at 3.00 
p.in. for the 55-niinutc UikIiI the 
oimniandi;.-. Captain N. V. Itaiwad -. 
Uiok (he hrst step of the Tuiluilence 
Pcnetiation Procedure and pres.sed 

buUon 

»''''’>'cn«er. who 
had probably not nolued lh<‘ sijin 
prepared to j-o to the toilet. Then 
the storm struck. Jtetoie .iny ol the 
people .iboard eould notice it tin* 
o'afl wa.s shaking violently and 
dropped a hundred fivl. Many who 
I" fasten their 
scat belts wen> llirowu off their .scat.s. 
Airhostess, S. Dutta found lier.seU 
mother found her 
r . ‘5'’Own out of her lap. Pieces 
or hand baggage were tossed around 
and a case containing currency notes 
new open cau.sijg more of a bedlam 
in the contused atmosphere. Once 
again, the aircraft tossed violently. 
As a senior Indian Airlines pilot wlio 
has had similar experiences of uor’- 
westers said: ‘'U’s as if .i giant a.st Is 


holding the uiri-raft und giving it a 
good shaking." 

The crisis that lasted for nut mure 
llinn two minutes wa.s like a twu- 
Iioiir ordeal foi the pilot and had 
some tragic roiisequence.s. Two loem- 
teis of the cabtu itpw were injured. 
Stcwaid Kaju .sii.stained pelvic inju¬ 
ries while Miss .S. Dutta. the airhos- 
Icss, was In a state of shock and at 
Hie lime of writing was .still under 
sedation. Ten passcnger.s who sus- 
Inincd minor injuries were treated at 
llie airport medical centre and re¬ 
leased soon aftei. "All the medical 
expenss.s,” said Mr Subramanyara. 
"are being borne by Indian Aiilines”. 

Two other passengers, Mr A. K. 
Dutta and A. I'hatterjec, noth work¬ 
ing tor tlie same ho.spital equipment 
supply conci'rn and who had boarded 
the airciaft at Iho last moment, ^ed. 
According to Mr Subramanyam, Mr 
Dutta had died before he was taken 
oil Ihi* plane. Mr Chatterjce, how¬ 
ever, died later in R. G. Kar Hospi¬ 
tal. Piisi-nioi'teiiis have been done 
hut the rmilings aie yet to be made 
piihlic. 

One woiulei's if this untoward inci¬ 
dent could tiave been avoided. Olfl- 
ti.ils are of the opinion that no mat¬ 
ter how experienced a pilot may be, 
vyheii thrown in a storm, there i« 
little that .1 pilot can do. I’urthcr, 
the Caliuttu Ragdogra airruiite at this 
lime of IfK* year experiences frequent 
vicious thunderstorms and the sinait- 
iKvss ill the number of similar inci¬ 
dents speaks rather highly of the 
efficiency of the pilots in inanoeuver- 
ing the planes Ihrough the storms. 
Indeed, the .safe landing on May HI. 
brought in showers of praise for 
Gapt. Itujwade from Hkv ('.<ilcut1a 
OiH'raliuns Manager, Capt. Williams. 
A departmental as well a.s a govern- 
mental enquiry has been instituted 
and questions regarding compensa-, 
lion tor the families ui the detva.si'il 
have (ximc up although the final deci 
•sion is vet to be taken. 

TIRJHANKAH GHOSH and 
S URMIl A MAJUMDAR. Ca/aitta 


j Is the 
Congress(l) 
already in ? 


The Rajasthan Governor 
is most obliging 


sidered close to the previdus gov- 
erni^nt in Rajasthan are being 
uansferred to “punishment posts”. 
Competen<%, talent and integrity 
obviously have nothing to do with 
Wese postings. What seems to guide 
Governor Raghukul Tilak is the an- 
wetv to help boost the prospects of 
the Congress (I) at the hustings. He 
seems sure about the Congress (I) 
forming the government after the 
elections. 

Durii^ Pre.sident’s rule no vital 
policy dcasion should be taken but 
Hajasthan seems to be having a de 
facto Congress (I)> government al¬ 
ready. First, all the urban injprove- 
ment trusts formed by the Janata 
government were dis.solved. All 
chairmen appointed by the former 
government to corporations were as¬ 
ked to quit. Those who did not com¬ 
ply were sacked. Among the victims 
is Rajmata Gayatri Devi of Jaipur 
who qmt as chairman of the Rajns- 
tnan atate Tourism Development 
Corporation. It is doubtful whether 
she will take any interest in the com¬ 
ing elections. With long memories 
of what happened during the iviuer- 
gcncy, the Jaipur ruling hou.se is in 
fact, toying with the idea ol havm 
some links with Congrc.ss (I). Former 
Chief Minister Ithairun Singh She- 
khawat has criticised the large scale 
transfers of senior officers without 
KMping the state’s interests in vievv 
Sbekhawat’s secretary, M. L. Mehta, 
a senior IAS officer, has 51*00 sent 
to a very junior post in Aimer. 


Senior IAS nllicers are .seen visiting 
I '** Congress (I) 

I'omkishorc Vyas, who has 
suddenly come into the limelight due 
to his doseiiess with Mrs Gaiidni. 
Once Vyas was considered a spent 
force even in the Party. These days 
be 15 acting hke the duly appointed 
Chief Minister. "He can get aav 
oBici'r transferred to any post.” said 
a high government functionary. 


Siinjuy Gandbi wgs accorded an 
kiiicrgency-typc welcome when he 
visited Ajmer. Both the advisors to 
the Governor and the -TG of police 
were present to receive Sanjay. In 
luct, the whole of the government 
was present to give a warm welcome. 
1'. C. Sethi, who was accoinpaa\in« 
Sanjay, was torgollen by eveiybodv 
present at the helipad. 


M P. JAIN, Jaif>4ir 
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Magistrate's term 
not renewed 

Was the Left Front Government vindictive ^ 


J USTICE V. M. Tarkunde bared a 
Perennial truth when be .said: 
“In our Constitution, there are no 
safeguards against politically motivat¬ 
ed appointments ; a Government that 
does not believe in the independence 
ot the judiciary is enabled to inter¬ 
fere”. This remark, directed else¬ 
where, boonjeranged on the West 
Bengal Government when, on March 
17, 1980, the state’s Judicial Minister. 
Hashim Abdul Halim, was accused by 
Abdus Sattar(ConRress-I) in the state 
assembly of recruiting judicial officers 
and employees of a particular politi¬ 
cal hue and thereby attempting to 
paint the judicial system red. Sattar 
also alleged that two copyists (Ashoke 
Karroakar and Birendra Brahma) who 
had been working in the District 
Judge’s Court, Murshidabad, and had 
been selected by the District Judge, 
could not be appointed because of 
the interventions of the local Co-ordi¬ 
nation Committee, and subsequent 
cancellations of the appointments bv 
the Judicial Department. Even in 
1978, be said, about SQl lawyers had 
been selected by the High Court for 
appointment, but none of them bad 
been appointed by tbe state Govern* 
ment as yet. 

Halim refuted thesp charges by 
ating the instance of Ramen Roy 
who bad been selected by tbe Hifpi 
Court for a post in the Higher Judi- 
dal Service, but had been ignored 
by the previous Congress Government 
in which Sattar served for five years, 
Roy had been appointed by .tim-Xeft 



Shiv Kutim Khanna 


Government despite the fact that he 
bad opposed a CPl(M) candidate in 
the lest election as a Janata Party 
nominee. 

This heated controvert enrstaute- 
ed soon after in the resignation ot 
Sbiv Kumar Khanna on March 22, 
1980 as Spedal Judicial Magistrate, 
Sealdah Criminal Court. Calcutta. 
Khanna charged that he had been 
eased out of ofiBce as he had refused 
*‘to kowtow to the Left Government's 
. ppbdgs”;'and that be was resigning 


in protest against this “political vJbti- 
misation’”. Khanna’s resignation vide 
his letter to th-a Registrar, Appellate 
Side, Calcutta High Gouit, took effect 
from March 24 though his term was 
due to expire on March 31. 

An honorary Jndicial magistrate u 
appointed by the High Court on the 
recommendation of the State JudidaJ 
Department, as per the 1974 amend¬ 
ment to Section 13 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. The appointment 
is renewed every year, with intima¬ 
tion of renewal coming about three 
months in advance. This >'ear Khanna 
learnt from the High Court that Us 
recommendation had been withdrawn. 
Prior to 1974. the State Government 
could appoint directly, but the amend¬ 
ment vested in the High Court the 
absolute authority, though the sjate 
Government’s recommendation would 
be required. However, Khanna clari¬ 
fied in an exclusive Interview, that 
the recommenaation once aiven holds 
good until withdravm —^this was the 
view of the High Court itself. “There¬ 
fore, a withdrawal of the recom¬ 
mendation meant that there was e 
special reason for it—and this amoun¬ 
ted to an insult to my integrity and 
prestige”. Khana (61) added that 
he had four years still to go before 
retirement. During 29 years of hono¬ 
rary judicial service “based on since¬ 
rity, honesty and milk of human kind¬ 
ness”, Khanna claimed that he never 
allowed any politicil considerttion le 
influence Ms judicial decisions. This 
claim attains a wider perspective be 
cause Khannai has been self-avowedLv 
a Congress member since 1947; 
he was Coundllor, Corporation of 
Calcutta (1952-72, uninterrupted), and 
was elected Deputy Mayor (1969-71). 
Since 1969 he also holds the post of 
Chairman, Congress Municipal Asso¬ 
ciation. 

It is pertinent to note here that 
Khanna, who is also a registered 
advocate ol the High Court, has a 
host of bustling businesses including 
Khanna & Sons (P) Ltd., Khanna 
Cold Storage. Khanna Petrol Pump. 
Khanna Cinema, Khanna Motor Trainr 
ing School, Peiping Chinese Restau¬ 
rant, Khanna Higlvsr Secondary 
School—apart from landed properties 
and Khanna Nagar, a colony in New 
Delhi. His son is a High Court ad¬ 
vocate. the elder daughter (Dr Miss 
Urmila Khanna) runs Khanna Nurs¬ 
ing Home, and his other daughter 
has a flourishing garments business 
in America. Describing himsell as 
“a social worker”, he admitted that 
there was "a saying in the market” 
that Us roaring businesses had been 
blessed by his judicial job. 

Khanna revealed that in order to 
remove Um “indirectly”, the state 
Government granted judicial sanction 
to one Mohammad Abdur Rauf to file 
a case against him for “a very petty 
affair” and which “did not constitute 
an offence”, according to the High 
Court. While dealing with the case 
of Rauf, for assaulting his mother, 
the accused was found to be violent¬ 
ly disposed when his sister was being 
cross-examined. He was therefore 
put into the “cage” on April 27, 1978. 
Rauf’s case was dismissed by Bima 
Kumar Mishra, Additional Chief Judi- 
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Kapil hooked 





Romi with Kapil Dev 


-dal Magistrate, whereupon he filed 
jan appeal in the High Court—which 
^so dismissed it (Justice Manor 
Kumar Mukhorjee) on February 27 
1980. The High Court pointed out 
that this was ‘‘the first instance of 
its kind” when the slate Covernment 
had granted a sanction to prosecute 
a magistrate—and Rauf was known 
to have leftist attiliation.s, loo. He 
also dted the instance when, as 
Deputy Mayor, he had been assaulted 
by some leftists, resulting in a head 
injury. Once Rauf’s cast' tailed, he 
claimed, they used the provision of 
recommendation in the CrPC as "a 
last weapon”—and he was the only 
honorary judicial magistrate to be 
affected by the decision. His record 
of speedy work was also not taken 
into consideration, he added. 

The number of cases pending in 
.magistrate courts at the end of 1978 
was 9,03,641 apart from another throe 
lakhs in other courts. The pending 
cases in the entire .Sealdah Criminal 
Court when Kliaiiiia resigned fioin 
thei-e were 18,905, ot which only 69 
were in the r'ourl ot Klianna. Hut 
the Judicial Department would not 
have him there, he said, ‘‘whe.lher 
cases remain pending oi litigants go 
to hell.” The Har Association and 
Law Clerks’ Association of the c»)urt 
both gave a clean and complimentary 
chit to Khanna and pleaded for “an 
immediate and sympathetic con¬ 
sideration” in signed letters lo 
the Chief Minister and the 
Judicial Minister, and sent a 
deputation to the Chief Justice of the 
High Court to stress their support in 
his favour. He therefore thought it 
“prudent and honourable” to resign 
as the Judicial Department was “by 
hook or by crook likely to have its 
way to sec me out of the judicial 
chair”. 

Hashim Abdul Halim, Judicial 
Minister, West Bengal, met us exclu¬ 
sively and demolished Khanna’s argu¬ 
ments crisply and cfficientlv. Khanna', 
he said, was not the only honorary 
magistrate to be affected ; there were 
two others (Manoj Deb and B. C. 
Banerjee), one of them in fact being 
a CPI(M) supporter. Only a lady 
magistrate had been allowed to con¬ 
tinue as she related to juvenile 
courts. To help handle pending ca.ses, 
the governmeat was shortly setting 
up over 100 new courts and appoint¬ 
ing stipendiary magistrates. "We are 
a Government of the people," Halim 
said. “And if someone felt aggrieved, 
and wanted to file a case, he had 
every right to do so. The Advocate- 
General (S. K. Acharyya) felt that 
the case warranted a sanction as no 
Government ofiicer coujd tamper with 
anyone’s freedom. The Advocate- 
General is the most competent person 
to advise the Government and I pro¬ 
ceeded along that advice. What the 
judgment of the High Court rinallv 
was is a different matter. The person 
who felt aggrieved had every right 
to proceed. Haven’t we given per¬ 
mission to proceed against police per¬ 
sonnel as well?” 


K apil Dev, India’s star cricket 
all-rounder, has finally got 
hooked. At a simple ceremony 
Kapil got engaged to Raniani 
Bhdtia, daughter of a Bombay in¬ 
dustrialist on May 7. The engage¬ 
ment came as a surprise to most 
people. Said a sportscribe who 
bad met Kapil during the recent 
Ranji Trophy tournament at Roh- 
tak : “I talked to him for quite 
some time, but he did not mention 
his marriage. Besides, I had 
thought it was quite unUkely be¬ 
cause his elder brother and sister 
are unmarried. It has come as a 
big surprise to all of us.” 

Ramani, nirknamed Romi, is a 
graduate from Elphinstone Col¬ 
lege, Bombay, and did her school¬ 
ing from Loreto Convent, Tara 
Hall. In Simla. Was it going to b" 
a love-marriage? “No.” said K. R 
Bhatia, Romi’s father. “The 
engagement was, in fact, arranged 
by some common friends who felt 
that Romi and Kapil would make 
an ideal couple. 'The date of the 
marriage has not been fixed, but 
it would be sometime soon,” said 
Mr Bhatia. The 'ceremony was 
held at Eagle’s Nest Guest House, 


Chandigarh, amidst an exclusive 
circle of close friends and rela¬ 
tives. As Kapil in his white shirt 
and blue corduroy jeans presented 
his 21-year-oId fiancee, who was 
clad in pink salwar and kameez, 
with the ring, Mrs Bhatia, Romi’s 
mother shed silent tears of joy 
Kapil seemed happy, though some¬ 
what nervous. When asked if he 
would get married before he left 
with the Indian team on the tour 
of Australia, Kapil replied : “It all 
depends on the situation.” He 
added that his marriage would not 
affect his cricket and that he 
would carry on with it. And to a 
question about his fiancee : “1 
don’t really know if .she is from 
Delhi or Bombay. You see. my 
brother arranged everything.” sa'4 
Kapil. He is, however, very pos¬ 
sessive about his fiancee and told 
some reporters who wanted to talk 
to Romi : “I would not like it.” 
But talk they did, and all that 
Romi had to tell them was : “I am 
looking for moral support from 
him (Kapil).” 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE. 
Chandigarh 


ANIL GROVER, Calcutta 
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t was high-calibne ao 
tion, from start to finish. 
From the kickoff on the 
opening day, April 18^ 
to the Mohun Bagan* 
East Bengal final on May 8, there 
.were thrills and spills aplenty. The 
fierce heat melted the tar on some 
of Calcutta’s roads but it did not 
prevent 80,000 spectators from fill¬ 
ing the Eden Gardens on eve^ day 
of the tournament to see their gla¬ 
diator heroes in action on the hal¬ 
lowed turf. 

Not only waa the tournament a 
success in terms of fhe game, it 
was also an outstanding triumph 
for the IFA (Lidian Fooftball 
Association). In fact, this was the 
first Federation Cup , tournament 
which brought in substantial profits 
•for both the IFA and AIFF (All- 
India Football Federation). Strategy 
and tactics played a great part in 
this success and the IFA adopted 
the same measures they had used 
during the Calcutta Nationals in 
1977-78. The tickets distributed 
were mostly season tickets, as a 
result of which the IFA had 
enough money in its coffers even 
before* the tournament had begun. 

For football lovers in the city of 
Calcutta—and they are legion—it 
ivas a heaven-sent opportunity. To 
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P. K. BANERJEE reports 
on the Federation Cup 
tournament in Calcutta 

see the three lop teams of Bengal 
pit their talents against the cream 
oi football talent from the rest of 
>the count/ry was jOmething they 
have longed for. Over the last 10 
or 12 years the IFA shield matches 
have failed, for some reason or the 
other, to attract teams from other 
juris of India, but this year, the 
Federation Cup made up for the 
l>dst failures. Thus it was notsur- 
p. ising that so many thousands of 
fans biavi d the heat of a scorching 



summer to watch the tournament. 

A full throated roar (and a full- 
throated roar from 83,000 fans has 
to be heard to be believed) greet¬ 
ed the players as they trotted out 
into the sunlight on the opening 
dav. Premier Tyre.s, a Kerala team 
(ilayed Bombay’s Orkay Mills in 
the first match. Premier Tyres 
emerged victorious in the encoun¬ 
ter, scoring four goals against the 
Bombay out t, which looked un¬ 
usually subdued in thought and 
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Majid Bakahar of East Botinal in action 


acl.on as well. But it was the 
second match of the day that really 
stole the thunder, when the atar- 
sttidded local team, Mohammedan 
Sporting, took on the popular Goan 
team, Vasco. It was the former 
team that draw first blood—to the 
delight of the capacity crowd- 
through the efforts of an Indian 
international, Surojit Sengupta. 
But the unexpected was yet to 
^ come. Vasco continued to ^ht 
bock and equalised through Jose 
Fernandes, with the result that 
Vasco completely dominated the 
entire second half of the game. 
They took the lead with a second 
goal scored by Dabare. Supporters 
of the home team began leaving 
the ground In disgust, many of 
them voicing their doubts about 
how strong the revamped team 
really was. But the Calcutta Xl 
were determined to have the last 
word and' sure enough, they sal¬ 
vaged the>r prestige with a last- 
ditch effort by another Indian in¬ 
ternational, Shabir All who scored 
in the dying minutes of the en¬ 
counter. 

At this stage of the tournament, 
a lot of theories were floated about 
the performance and capabilities of 
the hoihe teams, not all of them 
complimentary. The general feel¬ 
ing was that they were being over¬ 
estimated and would all be elimi¬ 
nated at some stage in the tourna¬ 
ment. Some critics went so far as 
to suggest that the Cup would go 
to an outstation team, while add¬ 
ing that it would only be the visi¬ 
ting sides that would cover them¬ 
selves with glory. But all these 
so-called pundits forgot to consider 
one very important point, Tlie out- 
sme teams arrived in the city 
after already having played in 
several tournaments, so they were 
playing at peak form. The Calcutta 
teams, however, were just about 
starting their own season and so 
had npt even succeeded in dusting 


the cobwebs off their boots. Behig 
short of match practice, they all 
needed some time to come to grips 
with their own game but eventual¬ 
ly, gained form and confidence with 
each outing. Statistics will show 
that every Calcutta team improved 
steadily after its first match to 
demolish opponents without much 
effort. 

At the same time, one must admit 
tiie outstation teams did not have 
it all their way. For a start they 
had to play in unusually trying 
conditions—two out of three group 
matches in 100 degrees plus luren- 
heit temperatures. Add to that, 
the fact that matches started at 
two in the afternoon on a pitch 
that was baked hard, and you have 
a full picture of their problems. 
The justification put forward by the 
IFA, after a vehement protest by 
the outstation teams, did not even 
succeed in convincing people like 
Us who have been associated with 
this sport at the highest level for 
the last 2S or 30 years. Osicutta 
teams could easily have been asked 
to play at least one of their three 
group matches at 2 p.m., and I, for 
one, am sure that they would not 
have objected to the proposal. 

^The outstanding North, West and 
South teams e^bited good ball 
control and team work, but they all 
succumbed to the age-old weakness 
of shooting in front of the goal 
mouth. Particularly against the 
Calcutta teams they looked in¬ 
capable of turning the tide in their 
favour when their opponents were 
in full cry. One cannot b.'ame them 
as they were trying their best un¬ 
der the cffcumstances. To play 
against Delhi or Bombay teams on 
their respective home grounds is 
bad enough; to play against a Cal¬ 
cutta team In Calcutta before 
thousands of its supporters is per¬ 
haps the most demoralising way to 
play football. 


Mohammedan Sporting proceeded 
to their rightful place in the semi 
final without really haying to exert 
themselves. First they slammed in 
four goals against Premier TVres 
and also against Orkay Mills. Fol-' 
lowing their first match against 
Mohammedan Sporting, Vasco drew 
with Orkay, who seemed to be 
playing well below form.. Ulti¬ 
mately they went down tamely by 
three goals to nil in their eMOun- 
ter wi,th Premier Tyres, while the 
latter took second place in theiri 
group with a tally of four points. 

Punjab Police, last year’s Durand 
finalists, created a sensation when 
they scored no lees than atvan 
goals in a row against Titanium 
(Kerala) in their first outing. They 
then defeated SESA, a Qoa team (a 
last minute entry after Iwt 
holders, Punjab BSF withdrew). 
However, SESA produced a better 
brand of football against the 
Police side than they had displayed 
against Tatas. In the Gr^P lu 
deciding match between Punja.b 
Police and Tatas, the stage seemM 
set for a thrilling photo finish. UI" 
timately, though, it ended m s 

f oalless draw, thus enabling the 
'olice team to qualify for the semi 
final by virtue of a better goal ave¬ 
rage than their opponents. 

JCT another popular team from 
:Punjab, took on ITI—the Bangalore 
iaide which won th'e ’ inaugural 
Federation Cup—^In what proved 
ultimately to be a most absorbing 
encounter. Although it ended in a 
1-1 draw, spectators were enthral¬ 
led by the two distinctly different 
styles of play. HT, playing with 
crisp short passes and interchang¬ 
ing positions smoothly, were coun¬ 
tered by the direct style adopted 
by the Punjab side which used long 
kicks to the best possible use. The 
same evening—April 25—Mohun 
Bagan made their first appearance 
in the tournament This team, the 
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moft luecMtful out^t in the counr 
try over the Iwt- four veers, win- 
« ning most of the trophies it com> 
peted for, instantly proved that it 
was as sensational as evw. Ih^en 
•before the crowd had settled down 
iin the huge stadium Mohun Bagan 
had got into stride, opening its 
Itally off the very lint moveiSal- 
gaonkar centred, but Bidesh Bose, 
Mohun Bagan’s powerful left- 
Winger, followed close on the heels 
of the Salgaonkar midHeldsman. 
The latter had all the time in the 
world to pass to any of his team 
mates but instead he tri,ed to drib¬ 
ble past the Mohun Bagan winger. 
His denting movement almost suc¬ 
ceeded but as' he tried' to get past, 
the ball ricocheted off Bidesh’s 
body, coming directly in front of 
him. Before the Salgaonkar defence 
' had time to reorganijse, the Mohun 
Bagan man had gone through them 
like the proverbial knife through 
butter. He passed wi,th the outside 
of the right foot to Mohun Bagan’s 
recruit from Goa, SVancis D’Soiaa, 
who was in the penalty box The 
latter beat the goalkeeper hands 
down from 12 yards out, leaving 
Brahmanand confused and perplex¬ 
ed at the swiftness of the move. 

In the Group I league matches, 
the encounter between the two 
most organised teams, Dempo and 
Mafatlal, produced a feast of foot¬ 
ball for the capacity crowd. Both 
teams played attacking. football at 
high speed, producing some brillignt 
moves which had the s^ctators 
enthralled. Towards hiuf time 
Dempo seemed to be ip the driver’s 
seat with a 3-1 lead but Mafatlal 
.retaliated with a vengeance and 
produced two goals in the last 10 
'minutes. It was vintage football, to 
say the least. The next match taw 
East Bengal—^who lost nine of their 
11 regulars in the transfers—pitted 
against the HAL side from Banga¬ 
lore. In ^te of HAL'S good ball 
play, the Calcutta sida want ahead 
through’through their Iranian le- 
emit Jamshed, a student .at 
^igarh. By tha second half, HAL 
had recovered from their lapses. A 
misunderstanding between defender 
Monorajdan Bhattacharya and the 
goalie Naslr Ahmed give Sunder 
RaJ of HAL a chance on a platter 
and the bell went selling into the 
East Bengal net. Ultimately, es if 
atung by this reverse In fortunes, 
Esst Bengal fought bade relentless** 
ly end got their reward when their 
other Iranian recruit, Majid Bek* 
^ar scored after eluding a defen¬ 
der, thus saving two points for his 
team in their opening encounter. 
Eut Bengal was a much improvedi 
aide agelut Mafatlal, runners up in 
.rederation Cup, and won 
ConifortabW hike,,few© goal 
U]tlmet^,;^HM (••lournamea 
a .prcdlcttc^ pattern when 
the fpur. teems in the semi 
were fraior:Wcutte. Ihe Pmt' 
final ^heoL^ohun Begep ' 
,k|bliemfile^ Sporting, waal ehiH^ 
doned nine minutes before time 






L to R) Gttutam Sarkar, Mohun Ba 
iohammedan Sporttnu and Francis 

Wause of bad light. The ex-SasT 
Bengal players who now swelled 
the ranks of the latter team clearly 
made a vast difference, ae wai evi¬ 
dent when thQ controlled the game 
throughout. Tne replayed first leg 
semi final saw the same pattern of 
play emerge though Mohammedan 
Sporting firat lost rrasanta Banar- 
iee and then hia replacement 
Samareib Chowdhury. both of 
whom were injure, to make 
matters worse, their goalkeeper 
Bhaskar was also injured and had 
to be carried off the field on a 
stretcher. At one time the Moham¬ 
medan Sporting side was playing 
with just nine men, David Williams 
also out of the fray with a muscle 
In^ry. 

The match suddenly burst into 
life when a clearance by a Mohun 
Bagan defender came to Akbar, 
who cheated it and then volleyed a 
brilliant shot to beat the Mohun 
Bagan custodian. It was this goal 
that stung Mohun Bagan into ac¬ 
tion and Juit 30 lecondi before the 
final whistle Qautam Sarkar scored 
the equallaer from a spot kick Just 
outslda tha panalty box so another 
day ended vnth both teams sharing 
the honours. The next encounter 
wee e dlflerent story altogether. 
Mohun Began played like cham¬ 
pions. displaying magnlficenf. all¬ 
round skill to aomlnate ovary de¬ 
partment of the game. Mihir Bose 
scored first from 95 yards out with 
a gem of a shot that evaded Bhes- 
ker Oauguly. The wingers were 
properly uied for the first time end 
they made menacing movea to¬ 
wards the goalmouth. It wee due 
to the efforts of Mohidul Islam, 
Raman BhettecharJee<AmalraJ and 
Debashish that the acore waa kept 
down. Mohammedan Sporting field, 
ed Prem Dorji. the Sikkimese deep 
defender but he too flopped end 
left the ground after sustaining an 
boy David 


gan, Debathish Roy and Amahraj of 
D’Souxa of Mohun Bogan_ 


Williams who was also s mere pss- 
seivg^r, left the field limping and 
was substituted by Denis Vnlliam- 
son. Mohun Began slackened 
slightly In the second half but the 
never-say-die Mohanunedan Sport¬ 
ing team had other ideas. A mis-, 
heading bv a Mohun Bagan defen¬ 
der saw Snabir getting the ball and 
passing it to Akbsr. The latter 
snatched the opportunity, leaving 
the Mohun Bagan goaUe helpless. 
As athe match was drawing to a 
close, Arun Ohose, the Mohun 
Began coach, substituted the goal¬ 
keeper, bringing in Sivaii Banerjee 
instead. His tactics paid off when 
In the tie-breaker Slvaji proved Iv 
saving two penalties that his coach 
had assessed the situation correctly. 
Thus Mohun Began emerged trium¬ 
phant, edging out their rivals by 
6 jgpals to 4. 

The final itself was an antl-cUxnax, 
with the match between Mohun 
Bagan and Ih^st Bengal being 
abandoned with the scores tied at 
1-1. Extra time could not be play¬ 
ed out due to bad light, but that 
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was not tha on^ dlM^lntment 
tor tha eager crowd. Thera wtral 
others factors too. nrat and fore¬ 
most, tha players squabbled amoni 
thamaelvaa and argued with m 
rafaraa, leading to a vary unplaa-' 
sant atmonhara both on ana off 
tho field. B) fact, policeman posted 
around tha stadium had to raaort to 
four lathi ebargaa to control unruly 
■actlona of tha orowd. Zt -aaamad as* 
if tha restlessness of the players 
had communtcatad Itaalt—as always 
—to tha fans as wall. Tbus It was 
in the ultimata result that tho 

f ame of football came out a loser. 
i was a aorry eight whan wa wit- 
neasad police escortlhg tha referaee 
and linesmen off the field in the 
final of what bald promlae of being 
the greetest sporting contest wit¬ 
nessed at the Eden Cfardens In many 
years. ■ 




HE carpenter from ky 
Punjab had gone to the noi 
inhospitable British Isles, clu 
traders from Gujarat for 

_ spread their wares in wo 

Uganda, nurses from Kerala minis- Pe 
tered in hospitals the world over. Th' 
And then in the early Seventies be- sta 
gan the Gulf rush. It was the same 
primordial trail, of the foraging in 
human in search of things that would hal 
make life a little less harsh for him. wo 
In the Gulf there were about sea 
600,000 of my countrymen, who had to 
gone there following the elemental Pxj 
scent of prosperity. But now, said wh 
the newspapers, the trail was being wo 
disrupted. Thousands of Indians had tra 
been rounded up and were awaiting Inc 
deportation. The same primordial ■ 
rejection, perhaps, by the native of for 
the forager. I told myself. fro 

1 landed full of urfpleasant antici- cia 
pation. Questions turned large: he{ 
what would be the fate of those up- sar 
rooted people ? Six lakh people ma 
unwanted and deported, or humiliat- nd 
ed and kept back posed a human rea 
problem of staggering dimensions. rei 
Quite a few of them had migrated ex< 

INDIA and ' g 
the GULF i 

Sand at 
the end of 
the rainbow 


by selling everything they had at 
home to pay ail travel expenses in¬ 
cluding cuts to job racketeers. If 
forced to leave their Gulf jobs, they 
would have to return to stark ruin. 
Rehabilitation would be a problem. 
There were questions too. For in¬ 
stance, there were already reports 
that construction in Kerala paid for 
in “petro-rupees” was grinding to a 
halt as remittances dwindled. What 
would happen to the changing land¬ 
scape in Kerala ? What would happen 
to the Overseas Employment and 
Export Corporation which was formed 
when the Gulf boom started ? What 
would happen to the innumerable 
traders of human beings both .in 
India and the Gulf countries? 

But while touring these countries 
for three weeks, meeting immigrants 
from various walks of life and offi¬ 
cials of various Governments I soon 
began to realise that I had unneces¬ 
sarily burdened my mind with too 
many deep apprehensions. I return¬ 
ed with the feeling that we had over¬ 
reacted to the exaggerated initial 
reports. Indeed, those reports were 
excessively sensationalised. It took 
a little looking beneath the surface 
for me to realize that the Gulf was 
not treating its Indian handymen too 
badly. In the first place, there was 
no particular ethnic dislike for the 
Indians. Nor was there any kind of 
economic jealousy, which is encoun¬ 
tered in Britain. The tightening of 
labour and immigrant laws not onlv 


in Kuwait and UAE but also in the 
rest of the Gulf countries, on mor'' 
dispassionate examination, proved t. 
be legitimate administrative measure-, 
designed to restore the flux to some 
kind of order. Thousands of Immi¬ 
grant workers could ill-afford to float 
or function in the anarchy of poorly- 
defined categories. The new mea¬ 
sures sought to bring the workers of 
all nationalities under greater scru¬ 
tiny so that some restraints could be 
imposed on clandestine immigrants 
and job racketeering. In a sense, the 
legitimate Indian worker might even 
benefit from this clearing up of his 
environment. 

“False reports would not cause any 
harm to existing relations between 
India and UAE, and the current ad¬ 
ministrative measures arc meant to 
ensure stability for the benefit ^ 
everybody”, said the UAE Minister 
of Labour Mr Saif Ali Jarwan. The 
Minister reiterated that the UAE 
labour intake would be based on 
“actual market requirements and 
no surplus would be permitted” 
Later, the Assistant Secretary-Gene¬ 
ral of the Federation of the UAE 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus¬ 
tries, Dr Bassam Darkazally told me 
that they would continue to require 
Indians as Indians are “better suited 
emotionally”. This lays at rest, at 
least reasonably so, the scare that 
Indians may not be preferred in 
future. 

For the first three months since 





Janoaiy wbsn the UAE aottoritfes 
’ began oraddj^ doWn on inmi- 
«. grants and imj^nenting their lam. 
It is worthwhile to note that over 
800 employment visas were issued 
to Indians. This constituted about 
60 per cent of the total visas issued 
to foreign nationals, according to 
Indian Embassy ,sources. This would 
indicate that, despite the control and 
regulation of the inflow of foreign 
workers, Indians are still not being 
discriminated against. Indians de- 
pcNTted so far from the UAE do not 
exceed 2000, out of a total estimated 
Indian population of 2,50,000 in the 
UAE alone. 

According to one Indian source, 
those who arrive even now with work 
permits outnumber peoole who are 
being %nt away. In Kuwait, where 
the authorities claim to have more 
I than 17,000 illegal residents, less than 
200 have been deported so far. though 
initially there was some indiscrimi¬ 
nate rounding-up. 

All the same, there are objective 
eoonomic factors at work. Thus, in¬ 
dependent of any possible prejudice 
or. resentment, employm^t opportu¬ 
nities in the Gulf are graduaUy di¬ 



minishing. Their own boom, for 
their own reasons, is subsiding. The 
sodo-political need for increased 
“Arabisation” is being emphasised, 
and the competition from other man¬ 
power-rich Asian countries like the 
Phib'ppines, South Korea and lately 
from China is severe. This apart, 
the Western countries faced with the 
problem of unemployment, are rather 
sore with the Asians for having so 
large a share in the labour market 
of the fast-developing Gulf countries. 


Indians waiting for their visas to be renewed 


A nother imp}rtant as¬ 
pect is that the Gulf 
countries themselves are 
turning out a certain 
-number of educated peo¬ 
ple. The first batch of students from 
the UAE University will be graduat¬ 
ing this year. These educated and 
qualified locals perforce have to re¬ 
place, progressively, the immigrant 
workers, though this will be a rather 
longdrawn process. Besides, in the 
coming years these countries will lay 
emphasis on produdng more skilled 
hands among the local people. 

None can object to Arabisation, 
certainly not India. However, there 
are limits to Arabisation, at least in 
the immediate as well as the not so 
immediate future. In early MarA 
this year the executives and mana¬ 
gers of both private and public orga¬ 
nisations in the Gulf countries met to 
dedde on an emptoyment policy for 
the future. They capie out with 
various suggestions regarding in¬ 
creased. Arabisation and replacement 
of foreign nationals by qualified 
Arabs. While such policy exer¬ 
cises may continue to increase in 
coming years, albeit principally 
as policy exercises one can be .ooaff 
dent that a certain balance will be 
kept between the “son of the soil” 
Arab and the “other ArgbV^.For In- 
standii 'an Egyptian A^gb m Kuwait 
^gn iBipiigraK Eeittlu^.iAnib in 


countries will also retain a good num¬ 
ber of other non-Arab immigrants 
there for quite some time. 

It is also true that of late South 
Koreans and the Filipinos have come 
in large numbers and they are get¬ 
ting a good number of contracts. They 
have established a good reputation 
as disdpUned workers. This disd- 
pline has probably something to do 
with the political system of those 
countries. Though these workers 
enjoy a good reputation in the mat¬ 
ter of completing a job entrusted to 
them on schedule, unlike the work¬ 
ers from the sub-continent, the pre¬ 
sence of a large body of these ‘dis¬ 
ciplined’ workers may not be wel¬ 
come in the long run. Apart from 
their westernised ‘culture’ which is 
being looked upon suspiciously, there 
are already reports of these people 
being used as merosnaries. *rheir 
disdpline and toughness make them 
suitable for the job, unlike the tem¬ 
peramentally disorganised and indi¬ 
vidualistic Indian immigrant. In 
other words, in the event of any 
trouble, immigrants from the sub- 
continem may be less of a security 
risk than others. This factor has to 
be borne in mind by us, and we 
should try to execute the work con¬ 
tracts given to us in such a way 
that an opportunity is not given to 
cpmpare them unfavourably with 
the workers from the above men¬ 
tioned countries. 

China is trying to penetrate the 
labour market in these countries 
now dominated by Hie other Asian 
countries. But the Chinese work 
force still does not constitute an ap- 
predable threat in the Gulf region 
gnd China has no diplomatic rela- 
ttoos with niaity countries in this 
area. Moreover, the Gulf countries 
are aware that although China wants 
to earn hard curosney. the Chinese 
woikers are also sent to gain experi¬ 


ence in advanced building and engi¬ 
neering techniques which China her¬ 
self needs for her own modernisation 
programme. 

While India, Pakistan, Philippines, 
South Korea, Sri Lanka, Malaysia 
and now China concentrate on the 
Gulf area to export their labour, it is 
the western countries who might 
present a more potent threat. Their 
soaring unemployment situation and 
the accompanying problems have 
made them think of ways to capture 
the market, which they can do 
now only by Aspladng or joimng 
hands with Asian contractors and 
labour. The Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) magazine of Febru¬ 
ary. 1980 observed; “With or with¬ 
out joint ventures, however, it now 
seems inevitable that the influence of 
Asian contractors in the Middle East 
will go from strength to strength— 
and on the basis of sheer value-for- 
money deservedly so. Perhaps the 
western companies will take to heart 
the truth of that other old adage: 
‘If you can't beat them—join them’.” 

But the efforts of the western coun¬ 
tries will be first to try to replace 
the Asian immigrants. There are re¬ 
ports that recently the representa¬ 
tives of some of the western coun¬ 
tries met and prepared a working 
paper setting forth the benefits for 
Gulf countries if western skilled 
labour, though a bit more expensive, 
is inducted. The document was cir¬ 
culated among the authorities and 
entrepreneurs in the Gulf region. It 
is possible that their invisible hands 
are responsible for the current cam¬ 
paign that a large number of Asian 
immigrants are a security risk in 
these countries. We should examine 
whether these western countries are 
behind the stories of ill-treatment 
meted out to Indians and Asian 
immigrants with a view to creating a 
rift between our country and the 



countries in the Gulf. It is necessary 
to study the entire situation before 
reacting to the developments in the 
Gulf countries. As the UAE Minis 
ter said, nothing should be done to 
strain our relations. We should also 
see that ws do not fall prey to cal¬ 
culated propaganda. 

Not that such an appraisal would 
lead to the conclusion that the “ex> 
portable labour surplus” can look on 
endlessly Gulfward, or those washing 
themselves ashore on phoney papers 
can bank on the benign indifference 
of the hosts as they h^ done in the 
past. These countries are becoming 
Increasingly aware of the illegal and 
unauthoriasd presence of foreign na¬ 
tionals and are determined to take 
steps. It is here that we need to res¬ 
pond to it without sentiment or emo¬ 
tion. The action is not directed 
against Indians as such. Among the 
deportees were men of many nation¬ 
alities ; others from our sub-conti- 
neitt, like Pakistanis and Bangla¬ 
deshis, and fellow Arabs like Egyp¬ 
tians. 

The Gulf countries may act in con¬ 
cert while evolving their labour poli¬ 
cies, but while dealing with immi¬ 
grant and unwanted labour, each 
country may adopt its own in¬ 
dependent policies. When the crack¬ 
down on illegal immigrants started, 
the Kuwaiti Labour Ministry spokes¬ 
man said; "The campaign is not 
guided by, nor has it anything to do 


with, any similar move by Some other 
countries in the region". 

What is being done now 
by the UAE and Kuwait and 
what is proposed by Qatar in 
the near future is to regulate the 
inflow of workers and weed out the 
illegal entrants and residents. Ear¬ 
lier such steps were taken by Saudi 
Arabia and some other Gulf coun¬ 
tries. Some countries in the region 
were careful from the beginning 
about the import of ‘muscle’ from 
other countries. On the other hand, 
the UAE, which embarked on large 
.scale development and construction 
activity on the pejro-dollar boom, 
was not strict, thus causing an un- 
managbable mob to pour in. The 
unscrupulous visa traders stowed 
away doctors on carpenters’ work 
permits. TVpists came as techni¬ 
cians, and nurses as public health 
advisors. 

The problem of Indian immi¬ 
grants is not always the same. It 
differs in the UAE from what It is 
in Kuwait or Qatar. There are 
differences too in composition of 
the Indian nationals themselves. 
While there are more Indians 
engaged in white-collar jobs in 
Bahrain, there are many construc¬ 
tion workers in the UAE In 
Kuwait they are ayahs and cooks 
and so on. As the uidian Ambassa¬ 
dor to Kuwait, Mr S. J. S. Chatwal, 


put it: the problem in the UAE is 
that of the illegal inunigtant ediile 
In -Kuwait it is that of the ille¬ 
gal resident. Innumerable stories 
of changing aponsors are heard 
from everywhere. These eountides, 
whose capacity to import labour is 
increasingly diminishmg, but will 
last at least for some years steadily, 
want to drastically discourage this 
system of switching from immi¬ 
grant to resident 
Such measures by the UAE, early 
this year, caused concern and evok¬ 
ed sharp reaction. 'They had merely 
cracked down on illegal categories. 
However, it is worth noting that 
the concerned immigrants have 
been given amnesty up to June 
21, 1980, to regularise their creden¬ 
tials. In Qatar too, new laws are 
under way. A person who has 
changed his sponsor has to go out 
of the country and can return only 
after three years. lUtherto, the 
time limit was six months. Hiere 
are other restrictions also. In 
Kuwait, there are those whose con¬ 
tracts have expired and who have 
changed their sponsors. In the 
coming months more will be heard 
from other Gulf countries, like 
Qatar, about tightening of laws 
and we should be prepared to un¬ 
derstand such measures and deal 
with the resultant inconveniences. 
At the end of the amnesty period. 






both in Kuwtlt and tbe UAi; a lew 
ttiousandf o< peopte may be dar¬ 
ted if their efforts to recularise 
Ntheir jobs do not meet wl& suc¬ 
cess. Such possible deportation 
would be the hard cases, and any 
possible overreaction at our end 
- will affect our own long term inte¬ 
rests. 

There were reports of indiscri¬ 
minate arrests and police han^s- 
ment of Indians mm Kuwait. 
There were also reports that a large 
number of Indiana have been roun¬ 
ded up and put in jail. In UAJB I 
happened to visit a lock-up. There 
were U Indians there. The autho¬ 
rities said there were not even one 
hundred Indians in their jails. 
“Some cases came to our notice and 
we helped them to get back to 
India", said Mr M. John, President 
k of the Indian Association in Dubai. 
“In all cases", he said, “we got in 
touch with the authorities and our 
consulate who were extremely help¬ 
ful. We are doing our bent to see 
(hat the deportees* hardship is' 
minimised, and all those who could 
be regularised are being helped to 
stay”. When I mentioned this to a 
young Keralite, he protested : “Sir, 
I was in jail. The food was bad 
and we were put along with so 
many others in a small room". I 
asked him what his crime was. He’ 
said, "Nothing. I came here two 
years ego at the instance of my 
brother-in-law. He told me to go 
to Sharjah where someone would 
meet me with the job documents. I 
came to Sharjah. Someone collect¬ 
ed my passport and I was taken to 
a distant place and from next 
morning I was put along with the 
other construction workers”. He 
was an accountant in Bombay. I 
asked him why he did not try to 
check whether a proper job was 
waiting • for him on arrival which 
he should have done as an educat¬ 
ed person. There was no answer. 
One cannot blame the UAX autho- 
nties for what happened to him. 
Now, however, he ts working as 
an accountant and his visa is Ming 
regularised. I met another person 
who on reaehii^ Dubai sent his 
brother to fetch his passport, a case 
of bizarre ignorance. 

One of the reasons for the crack¬ 
down on Indian immigrants, accor¬ 
ding to many people I met 

during the tour, is the role of the 
Eng ineering Projects (India) Ltd 
(EPIL). EPIL which has bagged 
some construction contracts in the 
Middle East contributed to a large 
astrat, according to these reports, 
to the creation of labour problems 
and later Immigrant problems. Por 
nampie, from one of their projects 
in Kuwait, the employees started 
abs^nding because of inedible 
1 fl' S*** conditions and ex¬ 
ploitation by the Indian masters. 
Opca they started absconding EPIL 
advertised in papers that these per- 
soM should not be given jobs by 
others and that they were ‘wanted’ 
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GASUeHTER 

serves you right 


...Hght after light 
after light. 


Put a little 
in your life. 

At one time or the other, you 
would heve thought of owning 
a good-quality lighter which ia 
economical. A lighter which 
serves you well, whenever you 
needJIght. 

It's hsrsi Ths liohtsr you've 
bssn looklno for: 

*Functional in all weathers 
*Leak-proof, gives thousands 
of lights ^Operates smoothly 
with the flick of the thumb 
'Adjustable flame, easy filling 
and flint replacement 
'Economical to use 'Light 
weight yet sturdy, with slim grip 
'Elegant, compact and durable 
'Choice of many colours 
'Guaranteed against 
manufacturing defects 




GBUBML EQUIPMENT 
MERCHANTS UMnED 


Regd. & Head Office : 
2I§0. Connaught Circua, 
New Delhi-n 0001. 


Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Madras, Bhopal, Ahmedabad, 
Bangalore, Chandigarh, Cuttack, 
Dhanbad, Cochin, Jaipur, 
Lucknow, and Bokaro Steel City 













. men. Thli, it li -Mid, ltd to • the 'ikcrtd' local Arab alio gats in> 
*Kpollce cractedoyii on Indiana. While volved. Thia apart, thare are re- 
Ibme of the EPIL contracta have, ports of incraaaed thefts, cheating 
been eicecuted well, there are also and so on. There are frequent re¬ 
complaints about nepotism, exploi- ports in local papers of illicit 
tation and corruption and huge los- liquor hideouts being raided. Some 
sea in aolne other cases. Bagging enterprisinj Karalites onef triad to 
the tenders alone is not enough. It print ana market the local cur¬ 
ia also important that they are exe- rency. Such activitias coupled with 
cuted without bringing down the their reluctance to adjust to local 
country’s reputation. H’lL, in this conditions and customs have corn- 
regard, stands out in contrast to. pelled the authorities to deal more 
say, the South Koreans or Pili- firmly with immigrants. The Indian 
pinos who steal a march over us immigrant persists in calling the 
although they too bring their own local currency, rupee. He thinks it 
cheap labour. is a waste of time if the local em- 


On arrival in the Gulf, the Asian 
worker often suffers from culture 
shock. The new world looks and 
feels different. Suddenly, he is put 
mp inf tent and derived of his fami- 
ffiar freedoms, while some coun- 
mes allow cultural brganisations, 
some do not. Labour unions are 
unthinkable. An Indian without a 
favourite pastime of *hli own would 
naturally feel stifled. While some 
have adjusted themselves, there 
are many who have not. Workers 
from regimented societies like the 


ployee takes time oil for his pray¬ 
ers. People often wonder 
why Indian labour and 
social laws are not implement¬ 
ed in these countriesi "It is the 
law and order problem the autho¬ 
rities are trying to control. There 
is over-empnasis on the security 
risk aspect. But once the unem¬ 
ployment problem is rooted out for 
which the present measures are 
aimed, Asians, particularly Indians, 
have nothing to worry", said a 
senior UAJI authority. 


South Koreans and the Filipi¬ 
nos, thrive in such conditions of 
strait-jacketing. 


However, the Indian immigrant 
today legitimately feels that reports 
about him in India now and in the 


In Kuwait the domestics gather past have not done him justice. The 
in front of their prestigeous market widely publicised flow of Gulf 
place on every holiday. Many money and exaggerated stories of 
things go on at these gatherings in- prosperity were certa.nly not to the 
•cludine trafficking in women. Even liking of these developing countries. 


Similarly, he feels that while re¬ 
acting to the Arabs' recent steps ' 
in implementing their own labour 
laws, some people tend to overlook ■ 
that they are countries which 
cherish their continued friendship 
with India. Besides, earlier, know¬ 
ingly or otherwise, there was an 
impression that India was depen¬ 
dent on these countrUs for deung 
with surplus labour. There was a 
certain vulgarity in this attitude. 
The Indian today went to the Gulf . 
as his mother country had nothing 
to offer him and not like the earlier 
immigrant to Malaya or America 
who had gone out to better his lot. 
Efforts at mobilising the Gulf re¬ 
mittances for development, form- 
.n,i manpower export corporations 
needs to done with a correct 
amount of sensibility. 

The Thai Government had re¬ 
cently opened offices in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Iraq and other countries lo 
protect its workers’ rights and Iqok 
into their employment conditions 
and take care of contract abuses by 
both Arabs and their own men. 

I here are reports that the Thai 
Government is also sponsoring 
crash courses for their workers on 
how to conduct themselves in these 
countries. It is time we started 
thinking on these lines. For, our 
stokes in the Gulf are greater, and 
will continue to be so for many 
years to come. ■ 


Larger storage capacity 
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The inside capacity 
of a Guimarg freezer 
cheat is 30 litres. 

The inside capacity 
of other brands of 
refrigerators is around 
22 litres. 





















KHAASBAAT 


\S A aequel to lier award 
for the best actress. 
tcya Bftouuri wants to stace 
t comeback. Hist she has 
mant nobody denies. But 
narriage has made her a 
lousewife. Or Is it that die 
laa purposely ctaoaen to 
Mt humble pie before her 
mermously successful 
lupersigr-husband? Any 


' way, the fact is that 
her friends are now hinting 
at her possBile return to 
screen in a “film or two”. 

If she decides to stay at home, 
she might turn out to bp - 
another Madame Nargis. 

W BATa this new feeling 
some superstars have 
about big'thne producers? 


I Either superstars are 
growing wary about the 
latter, or being persuaded 
that the big*time producers 
should moke way for the 
smaller ones in the industry. 
But curiously, ivfaat’s 
happening is that men like 
Basu Cbatterii. Jagmohan 
Mundhra and Shyam 
Benegal are being diased 
by superstars, udiile the 
smaller, would-be stars 
continue to pursue the 
Desais, Chopras and Mduras. 
Funny. Isn’t It? 


Shabam Azmi 




ISA 
life : 


'THE kminst affair gdsff 
•ff on in Bombay hlnKtom 
recently nas, very 
uneiveoedly. come to. an 
end. Unexpecteoly, because 
everyone tnouidu ShaOdHe 
Asim and Sht/iiur AOpur 
were so ioesliy mane for 
each otber that coma what 
rumour or new involvement, 
they would one day bead for 
marriage. It was like an 
unspoken agreemem—even 
her parents treated Shekhar 
like tneir domoadt Now, 
suddenly, they refuse to 
face eadi other. They have 
set one another free, so to 
speak. And wnat’a more, 
it s no gimmick this Ume. 
There is not a hint of 
another man in Shabana'a 
lite, neither is there a 
sign of any improvement in 
Shekhar's professional 
prospects. But they’ve 
surely split—and stories go 
that it is a tempora^. 
voluntary split. If tVey feel 
they can't do without each 
otber. they will oome bade 
together again. 

M y, MYl Look who’s on 
scene after glamour- 
roles and gofgeoua sets? 

Sintta Patti. She is signing 
films with big names, like 
Prakash.Mehra, Sippy, Raf 
KhotUt, Akbar Khan (a role, 
rejected by RaaHhae) and a ' 
chunk ol her films has her 
starring opposite the 'one- 
man industry’ Amitabh 
Baefuhan. If she can capture 
the Jaya image and ciidi 
with Amkabta, they’ll go for 
a hot-sell proposMoo. 1^ I 
hear rumbles of insecurity 
and fear among the top. 
hertkoe bradeet? If Smita is 
on a winner-take-all 
rampage, then other girls 
better watch out. 


ttKif I 


Khan days—and now it 
really seems a hmg tune 
back (at the rate thingB are 
progressing with Zeenat and 
her career, she must have 
IcA ad that far behindl) 
there was this little game 
Sanjay would ploy of trying 
to make Zeenat j^ous by 
playing up to Mvmat at 
pardes wnenaver Mumu was 
In town- It would upaet 
Zeenat enough fur ad to aee. 
Even Mumtas oouM sense 
Saploy using her to pull 
eomeojoe ebe’s leg. Now 
there ore rumours that he la 
going <0 take Mumtas in a 
her to the 
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KHAAS BAAT 


u fero Pratap wu -—- 

mill OPCBI Iwoin® SUTtkiMt 

panicky Ml 

xpfgtip, PTitiP* flPO.t Im 

Su^. lUliIra 

roia wu that of htoy Is a 
Taiuxu lllffl but in hw 
Mcond Sim Ihahora aha 
exposed to anatomy u if 
•be wu firom a fruky 
nudist colony. But soon 
after the ralaau of 
rhohora to father eaemi to 

S become wiiar. The 
Aorohonom turned out 
a mild nicoui. nnllka 
aro. SuNkha le^ to 
have moved in to I, V, 8aif$ 
eamo now but aurely 
contmuu to be ooara 
favourite. 

P LIOWING Shobe'a 
traflc death, much is 
being made of Bolu MahaH' 
dra’i "ainftti” living with 
her. But in Madru. evm 
third person, be K a writo 
or an faidustrltlist or a fDm 
magnate, hu had an “extra" 
aSw. That writers like 
AkUon and Japakonthan 
toe paramours is too well 
;^wn a fact. And an indiis- 
triallst like Vetapudhon 
who’s living with actrea X. 
R. Kiiapo is just another 
example. Gemini tiaaesan 
in spite of having a wl/e at 
home carried on an affair 
with PuihpavolU (Rekha’s 
mother) and had a long, 
standing love affair with 
antreu Savtihri. Near T, 
Naaar llvn a Christian ladv 
who daiffls to be Sivaji’a 
Mramour. In fact, she has 
even named her bouse after 
the Thuplan and JayalalU 
thcf$ name continues to be 
linked with Shoban Bobu, a 
Telugu atar. Certalnlv. Bain 
ll not the first person to go 
Iw a young mistreu. So 
why patt a morel Judgment 
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F ilm fans in Madru can 
realiv be fanadcd. 

Wtot MGR wes thrown oat 
from the DMK some eight' 

S eers ego, a guy from Coini' 
store USM to torture 
hifflsdf aiuoe be couldn’t 
bear to see MGR’e 
"humiliation’’. And following 
Shobo's death an 18-yeaimM 
fan hanged himself with 
a saree. Another voung maB- 
ueed to turn up at her 
house, fuUv sozdled. nrostreta 
before her portrait end 
swear to 'finish off* the 
person ruoMsible for to 
deatlu 

DADMAAAJA the proliBc 
A writer whow 
books have been made into 
soft'pono films bu Just 
oomplatad a blade oomady. 
Tbli la going to ba bis 
second directorM venture. 
The film is about e wreatlar 
wboM Idea of oonsummathig 
a marrlafe is to bash up 
and box his wife. 

B HARATAN’S Melayalam 
project with Podtnhii 
KapUa in the lead to been 
dropped. Instead he hu 
completed two films: Lorry 
and Lhcanaram, starring 
Pratap Pothen. Zarina Irnhab 
is the heroine of the 
latter film. 
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HouDiix’ nx:pa.z< 

KATHMANDU 

Just the way you want It, 


30% Exeurtkm 
FaraAvalMto 
OoRNACAIAC 
Ex-C«kiilta 
Ei-CMhi 



4days& 3 nights 

accommodation on 
twin-sharing basis 


2CMIdren under 12 
FREE 


WITHOUT EXTRA BED 



lin PASSPORT VISA 
"^FOREISN EXCHANGE 
REGULATIONS FOR 

INDIANS 

_ 

lYansfers 


Two Guided Sightseeings 
Rs.SOO'Free Play Coupons Courtesy CASINO NEPAL 

^ *R«. too every •vcning 


PER PERSON 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT Rt200 

5 STAR - 




PER PERSON 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT Re 100 


^ Hotel Soaltee Oberoi 


3 STAR HOTELS 
Crystal Yellow Pagoda 

Shangrila Narayani 

Blue Star 


AOOITIONAL STAY AT PRO-RATA CHARGES 

OFFER VM.ID TIU SEPTEMBER 30.1900 EFFECTIVE 1st. APRIL 


t 


FOR 5S5 PACKAGE ONLY: 

OBEROi HOTELS INSTANT RESERVATION SERVICE 
NEW DELHI: 699571i BOMBAY: 234343, 

CALCUTTA: 230181, MADRAS: 68196, 
CHANDIGARH:22401 
OR 

TRAVEL 

AGENT 


HOZ^lllMr 

TimVAIs 

Mr. ARUN JAIN, REPRESENTATIVE INDIA 
HOTEL AlffiASSAOOR NEW 0ELJ« 110003 
Tel: Off: 690391 Res. 252480 
Telex :3277 or 2703 Cable :CONRESORT 

REGO. OFFICE : PO BOX 20e3. HOTEL SOALTEE OBEROI. KATHMANDU 




his India 


l)i«n 30 lor lira eiilry givoii lifil VVithOUt COmment 



KANPUR: Eager to see his name in 
print and the fanfare that a candidate 
to the Assembly elections enjoys, a 
villager made his mother sell her 
ornaments to pay for the security 
deposit at the point of knife, here. 
Bhagwati Prasad, 35 a resident of 
Goraya village in Chaubepur circle, 
threatened to stab bis mother to 
death if she did not part with her 
sflver ornaments and pay for his depo- 
Scared, the old wtnnan accompa- 
''iled her son to the court where they 
sought the help of a lawyer in .£ling 
the nomination papers. When, the 
lawyer asked for the security money 
and his own fees, the mother offered 
her ornaments. Subsequently, the 
jewellery was sold at the local Sarafa 
Market for Rs 300. In the meantime, 
the lawyer who understood the situa¬ 
tion, to save the old woman her money, 
took Bhagwati to the court where he 
confided the whote episode to the 
magistrate. The magistrate tnid Bhag¬ 
wati that as he was a Scheduled Caste, 
he needed certificate from the village 
sarpanch td that effect before he 
could fUe the papers. The “defected” 
Bhagwati return^ to bis village with 
the money only to be told that be had 
^sold his mother’s ornaments “damn 
w cheap"—Indian Express (S. Mukho- 
padhya, Solan). 

JHANSI: Mr Om Prakash Oikshit, a 
man-about-town known as Bade Guru 
jum^ into a well here yesterday (May 
3) after failing to raise Rs 250, accord- 
mg to the police. He needed the 


money to furnish tbo security deposit 
to make a fourth try at becoming a 
legislator. Bade Guru was rescued by 
the timely actioa of people nearby, but 
the police registered a case of an 
attempt to commit suicide against him. 
The bachelor pcdMician has foujdit 
Assemhly elections thrice before as an 
independent Bade (^ru, apparently 
given to yotic moods, bas been seen 
standing still and erect in tbe busy 
Jawabar Chowk here for four hours 
every evening —Times of India (Rita 
Jba, Bombay) 

WANl: Of late Aika Chandragjriwal 
bas been an object of curiosity and 
marvel for the people in Wani and the 
surrounding villages. The girl, ocA.V 
seven .years old and having no ac¬ 
quaintance with English can type any 
printed document in English wKh 
accuracy and speed. Many have seen 
her tyi^g 200 words correctly in eight 
minutes, when her performance was 
demonstrated at a function that form¬ 
ed a part of the activities of Inter¬ 
national Children Year 1979-80. The 
^rl is the daughter of Shri M. J. 
^andragiriwar who runs a govern- 
ment-recognised typewriting institute. 
She is stud.ving in the second stand¬ 
ard at the Marathi primary branch of 
Vivekanand High School, Wani. Just 
by watching the students learn typing 
in the institute, the cbikl achiev^ so 
much proficiency in the EngUish type¬ 
writing with rhythmic touch metiiiod. 
Ihe child is always at the top in her 
cla.ss scoring more than 95 per cent 
marks in a subject like mathematics 
—Ndffpur Times (B. Q. Chourasia. 
Nagpur). 

LUCKNOW: Mr Bholanatb Pandey 
and Mr Devendra Pandey, who alleged¬ 
ly skyjacked an Indian Airlines Boeing 
piane on a scheduled flight from Luck¬ 
now to Delhi in December 1978, are 
among the 425 Congress (I) candidates 
for the Assembly elections in Uttar 
Pradesh. While Mr Bholanatb Pandey 
is the Party nominee for Doaba seat 
in Ballia district, Mr Devendra Pandey 
has been nominated for the Jaisingh- 
pui- seat in Sultanpur district. The 
case of plane skyjacking is presently 
, pending in a Lucknow court and the 
two accused are on bail—b'unday 
Standard (Chandra Manoharan, Oota- 
camund) 


ndia abroad 


DURBAN: Thirtyfour Indian primary 
and high sohoolchildron appeared in a 
court near here yesterday (May 5) on 
charges of public violence tres¬ 

passing. The charges were made in 
'^nnexioa with tbe nationwide schools 
boycott in protest against “rgost” 

education. ITie boycott was begun in 
Cape iHxivincc four weeks ago bv 
“coloured" and Indian secondary 
•scAoolohildrcn tihroughout the country. 
Earlier in the day the Prime Minister 

Mr Pieter Botha told the dtildren to 
return to their classes Statesman 


HE (Asbok Mitra, West Bengal 
Finance Minister) was our man:' 
since when did be become a Goto-*]' 
munist?—The Union Energy MK 
Ulster A. B. A. Gbani Khan 
Choudbury 

I OID not meet General Zia. I 
did not even see him from a dis¬ 
tance anywhere—Mrs Gandhi at a 
Press oonferena- on her returo 
from Belgrade. 

KAMAL NATH is so powerful 
that if he does not want, I cannot 
continue in power for a day— 
P. C. Sethi, Union.. Minister fm* 
Work and Housing, at a public 
meeting in Chindwara. Quoted in 
Indian Express 

THE Indian legal system is very 
gcod. In tact, it is much better 
than the American or French 
systems. Tbe Indian laws are in 
favour of the accused—Charles 
Sbobraj interviewed in Surya 

THOSE who are not loyal to 
Sanjay (Gandhi) cannot claim 
loyato to Indira—Senjay Singh. 
UP Youth Congress(I) chief 

THE Central Government spoke 
the language of the gun, curfew 
and other repressive measures 
(against tbe Assam agitation)—J. 
P. Mathur, Bharatiya Janata Patty 
leader 

I WAS shocked to lind players 
fighting among themselves. It was 
their action that triggered off the 
trouble in the stands. 1 understand 
that tbe players are paid band 
sonic amounts. I do not grudge 
them that but then tiiey should 
play and not engage them*elvt:s In 
rowdyism — Jyoti Diisu, the Cliii'l 
Minister of West Bengal on the 
Federation Cup footbaM 

AT every important stage of our 
national development, our Party 
(the CPI) has tailed to understand 
the diaracter of the national buui 
geoisc—S. A. Dange 

THE Congrcss(U) was only waiting 
for tbe rebels from the Congress 
(I), the Lok Dai and Janata(S)... 
They are only getting the rejerU' 
—Abbas Ali, president of UP 
State Janata Party 

I ACXEPTED this .job not to be 
second in foreign policy but to t>i> 
fii'St...! am going to relish it not 
because it is going to be lun but 
because it is going to be stimulat¬ 
ing—Edward Mu.skie, the n<'W US 
Secretary ol State at his swearing- 
in ceremony 

CHILDBIRTH remains one of the 
most grote.sque and Iraiisrondcnt 
ot all nutuijl tunc'iion.s. malclied 
iwrhaps only bv its necessary pre* 
liminary—7 tmu 
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The Binaca family of toothbrushes 
there's one for everyone. 


Binaca Baby 


Binaca Junior 


Binaca Standard 



Binaca Adult Daluxa 


Binaca Angular Daluxa 



There are several compefling 
reasons for owning ona 

Security: Utility. Vahw for money 

Buiit for total safety... keeps your ornaments, 
documents and other valuables safe and secure. 
Made of 1.6 mm (16 o>ugs) steel, specially 
procesaad to make it rust* resistant. Fitted with 
a tamper-proof Godrej lock. And a full width 
lodcer with a secret compartment that takes 
Skeystoopeni 

Thora'a ampla atoraga apaca: 

Truly spacious. Adjustable full width shelves. 
And wardrobe*8ize depth to hang clothes 
without crushing or crumpling. 

Addad oonvanlanoa: 

Many variations and three colours. Each, 
full value for money. 

Al modala now availabla In ready atoofc. 


Great thinga coma from 
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^junday vye^ 


This wMk the Sun and Mercury are In Taurus, Venus alone Is in Qemini, and Jupiter, Saturn. Rahu and Mars are 
conjoined In Leo. Uianus and Neptune are in Scorpio, and Kethu alone is in Aquarius. The Moon will be moving 
through Libra and Scorpio from Virgo. 


V Xi ^ ao) This week pre- 
R®*’® yoursell for dis- 
Y appointment in business 

and social activities. 
Defer all kinds of changes. Safe¬ 
guard your health and that of 
younger members of your family. 
Do not take needless risks. Acci¬ 
dents and quarrels are likely. How¬ 
ever, you might have some good 
fortune. Conserve your resources. 
Expenditure on medicine is foreseen 
in the family. Good oales: 28, 29 
and 31. Lucky numbers: 1, 3, 9 and 
11. Favourable direction: South-east. 

TAURUS (April 21 — 

j/ May 22) Guard yourself 
j: (<> V against extravagance 
\A I "ill imposition. Do not 

act on impulse. You 
will come by good fortune provided 
you take the right decision and 
avoid quarrels. You will benefit un¬ 
expectedly perhaps through Inherit¬ 
ance. A happy week for children and 
young colleagues. Your family life 
will be free from strains. Wait for 
important letters. Good oates: 26, 
26, 29 and 30. Lucky numbers: 

7, 9 and 11. Favourable direction: 
South-west. 

f OEMIW {•l«y 23 — 

J“"a 21) The fortune 
M has a mixed bag lor 

you. You may be faced 

' with an unexpected 

illness. Be careful about the health 
of your family folk, especially the 
women. Later your fortunes will im¬ 
prove considerably. You are advised 
to keep a close watch on expendi¬ 
tures and matrimonial affairs in the 
family. This week is favourable for 
lawsuits and scientific ventures. A 
good time for travel. Good oales: 25, 
2/ and 30. Lucky numbers: 3, 7 and 
4. Favourable direction: West 

CANCER (June 22 - 
Ju^r 22) Your affairs 

• S. make good progress 

4 ^"’''8' ‘tespite some anxiety 

^ • -> and annoyance. Trans¬ 

late plans into actions •despite the 
oppositon from an elderly person. 
Safeguard your health and that of 
your family. This week Is unfavour¬ 
able (or the elderly members of the 
family. Do not .make any change 
during this week. Avoid * travel, 
courtship and Jove. Domestc and 
socal activities will keep you busy. 
Good dates: 27, 28 and 30. Lucky 
"dntbete; 4, 9 and 11. FavedraMe 
^•eupna: South and East 


LEO (July 28 —■ August 

This week beolns 
O" • nolo. New 

t) ' and pleasant celation- 

> ships, courtship and 
perhaps auspicious occasions ate 
indicated this weak. Health will im¬ 
prove. Happiness Is foreseen. Youi 
own industry and initiative will en¬ 
hance the good fortune in store for 
you. Womenfolk will come forward 
to help. But they may hinder p.u 
gress and piovoke quarrels. Be 
cautious at the weekend. Good 
dates: 25, 26 and 30. Lucl^ num¬ 
bers: 3, 6 and 2. Favourable dhec- 
Hon: West. 

V (Auguei 23 — 

^ S^Pt^mber 22) Good 
y ' ; and bad foi tunes are 
, J)) ,1 both predicted this 
week. This week calls 
for caution In all things. Avoid im¬ 
pulsive actions and decisions. Defer 
changes, courtship and marriage. 
In the middle of the week prosperity 
Is predicted on the financial fronl. 
Be discreet in speech, correspond¬ 
ence and action. Keep away from 
gambling and speculative ventures. 
Good dales: 27, 29 and 31. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 9 and 11. Favourable 
dlrocUen: East. 


& 


U)) i'^ 


/, LIBRA (September 23 

- October 22) Not a 

Y A ‘O'” 'ove, 

y J j marital, domestic and 
'' '' business matters. 
Serious quarrels involving litigation 
are foreseen. But a modicum of suc¬ 
cess and happiness is predicted. 
Hard work and initiative are 
required. Help from elders and em¬ 
ployers are likely. Take initiative to 
the utmost in all your affairs. Look 
after your health and that of your 
family. Good dates: 25, 27 and 28. 
Lucky numbers: 4, 8 and 6. Favour¬ 
able direction: South. 

/f ’I ^ SCORPIO (October 23 
— November 21) Do 
0 neglect your busi- 
5 ness for pleasure. Con- 
' serve your resources. 

Do not get involved in lawsuits. 
Womenfolk may cause some an¬ 
xiety. But help from men is likely. 
Friends rtiay come in the way of 
success. Health may not be very 
robust. Act upon your own intui¬ 
tions and forge ahead. You may 
have to undertake an important 

journey. Good dates:. . 28, 30 

and 31. Lucky numbers: 9, 4 and 7. 
Favourable direction: North. 




%r SAGITTARIUS (Novom- 
<• ■i 1 " Vbar 22 — usoembor 22 , 
This week your liie 
V n®'') Pfoc8®0s normally witn- 
^ ^ ^ ■' out a hitch. A modicum 
of good fortune and happiness is 
foreseen. You may face sharp dis¬ 
agreement — probably fiom some¬ 
one In your profession or business. 
Elders will aid you. Refrain trom 
hasty decisions and actions. Post¬ 
pone changes. Keep watch over 
money matters and health. Good 
dates: 27, 29 and 31. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 2, 7 and 4. Favourable (flec¬ 
tion: South-easL 

CAPRICORN (Decembe. 

1 — January 20) De- 

,1 vote lime to your pro- 
> fession. Peruse corres- 
pondence carefully. 
Avoid contradiction and also ques¬ 
tionable romance. Do not spoil your 
good fortune by impulsive deci¬ 
sions and actions. This week is un¬ 
favourable (or speculation, court¬ 
ship and love affairs. Material suc¬ 
cess is predicted at the weekend. 
Do not be afraid to undertake new 
business ventures. Good oal<.s: 29 
and 31. Lucky numbers: 1, 6 and 8. 
Favourable direction: North. 

AQUARIUS (January 2l 
r 1 — February 19) Financ- 

1 ! benefits in unex¬ 

pected ways are fore¬ 
seen. You will have to 
go on a Journey. Make all kinds of 
changes. A happy and successful 
week is envisaged, intellectual or 
artistic activities and valuable new 
friendships are predicted. Auspi¬ 
cious expenditures are shown in the 
family. Wait (or important letters. 
Check alt extravagant tendencies 
and keep your temper under con¬ 
trol. Good dates: 23, 25, and 27. 
Lucky numbers: 2, 7 and 11. Fav- 
<turable dlrectlone: East and South. 

’f) PISCES (February 20 — 
Mar«h 20) Your ruling 
P**®®* Jupiter is in 
sixth house. This may 
' create a lot of prob¬ 
lems. Be content to mark time and 
wait for the better days. Conserve 
your resources. Do not get involved 
in disputes. Eschew speculation and 
restrain extravagant tendencies. 
Avoid overstrain and litigaton. Good 
datee: 27, 29 and 31. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 1. 6 and 3. Favourable oirec- 
tion: West. 

M B RAMAN 






Wise travel plan starts with 

SYNDICATE BANK 
TRAVELLERS 
CHEQUES 



Nothing could be more vexing, 
more irritating, than losing cash 
while on a holiday or a 
business trip^ 

Carry Syndicate Bank 
Travellers cheques. 

That's the safest. Should you, 
by any chance, lose the cheques, 
nothing is lost. Your cash Is safe. 

No one but you can encash the 
__ cheques unless you order 

SYNDICATE BANK 







































chess 


ThMa (Black) 



Twelve champions 

AS we are coming into the season of peace 
on earth, goodwill to all men and ches'i 
books lot your friends, here are one or two 
possible additions to your Christmas shop¬ 
ping basket 

I like Learn Chess from the World 
Champions (Pergamon Press C3 50, haid- 
back C7 .50), by D N Levy, This very inter¬ 
esting and unusual book basically consists 
*.o( a collection of articles, one by each o( the 
'J't2 holders of the World Championship title, 
plus one by each of the live unotficijj 
world champions from the period belore the 
title oHicially existed Subjocl matter vanes 
liom an extensive analysis o( Philidor's 
Defence by Philidor himsell to a tascinating 
article on the art ol analysis by Tal OI 
intnrest both Irom an instructive and an 
historical viewpoint 

A collection of games. The Games ol the 
World Correspondence Chess Champion¬ 
ships I-VII by T D Harding (Haisford t9 501 
1 $ sell-explanatory Iroin its title More than 
700 games, many ol which have never been 
published belore Should keep a noisy 
youngster quiet for hours (II not you can 
always hit him over the head with it) 

For an all round look at the game it is still 
difficult to better Harry Golombek s Ency¬ 
clopedia ol Chess (Batsford CIO) A 
treasure-house of history and inlormalirjn It 
would be appreciated by .Iny chess-lover, 
regardless ol ability or experience 

For an elementary book. Chess Openings 
lor You, by Bernard Caflerty (Balsloid. 
E5 50, paperback C3 ?S) gives a very sens 
ible and well thought out guide to opening 
play It should appeal to a wide range of 
players. Irom near-boginners to relatively 
experienced club playeis 

Below IS one ol the many unusual and 
entertaining correspondrrnce games from T 
D Harding's book The notes are mine 

While Dubinin Black Thiele 

The 7th World Correspondence Champion 

ship 1972-76 

English Opening 

1. P-OB4, N—KB3; 2. N—OB3. P—M; 3. 
P—KN3, P — QB3: One of Black's most 
aggressive moves against the English, but 
( risky 

*. M—B3. P-K5; 5. M-0«. a-N3; 6. 
N—B2. B—S4; 7. M-KS. BaN; •. OPeB, 
O-NS; B. 0-4M, 0-0; IB P-OII3. 
O—#!•; 11. B M il A move orw can only 


leally play in correspondence chess, tl 
NxP. NxN, 12 OxN, P—04 would give 
Black counterplay 

11. . . NaP; 12. H—KN1. P—K84; 13. 
NaKPt P—04; 14. N—06, N—OR3; the 

position IS not at first sight very clear, but 
While's next two moves Iranslorm the situa¬ 
tion dramatically 

15. P—«3, M-03' (DIAGRAM) 16. P—K4II 

Black seemed to have this square covered, 
but on any capture ' 7 B—06 is crushing 
16... O—N3; 17.0—KS. BP x P; 18. R x P r' 
18. B--R6. Q X P' k t9. K X O. N—N5 1 is not 
so clear 

18. . . K—R1 Or 18 KxH. 19 Q-K7i 
K—Nl, 20 B 06 

19. H—KB7! Resigns, on account ol 19 
0x0,20 NxOt K—N2, 21 B—N5. K x N 
?2 QxNi K—Nl, 23 B-R6 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


THOSE dire words, 'Your problem is wrong 
because ' are the bane of every bridge 
correspondent’s life, no matter that you 
were not setting a problem, but just deecrib- 
ing an incident as it happened at the table, 
adding what you hop^ were instructive 
comments This deal indicates some of the 
pitfalls of analysis 


A 

♦ 

* 


Dealer. North N-S vulnerable 
A A 5 4 
» J 6 

6 to 6 5 2 

A O J 6 4 


K J 2 
A 5 4 3 
A 9 
9 8 72 


N ♦ ® 

p » Q to 9l8 ? 

^ 6374 

® A 10 S 3 


A U 10 9 8 7 
¥ K 7 
♦ K Q a 3 
A A K 


In the American Inals lor the world 
championship, a play-off between two 
teams, Goldman sitting South, played in 
Four Spades after Hamman. West, had dou¬ 
bled the opening One Spade 
As his partner bad bid hearts in response 
to the double. West made the ill starred 
opening of ¥ A. followed by a heart to the 
declarer’s King At tuck three South led a 
sneaky 7 r>( spades, which hold Ihe trick 
Then he was able 10 cash the top clubs, lead 
a spade to the Ace, and discard two 
diamonds on A Q J 

To beat the contract, after his opening 
lead, commented Ihe Bridge World, West 
must insert the Jack of spades This would 
have been good play, certainty, though by 
no means easy 

The comment about Ihe Jack ol spades 
was sensible and instructive, but not abso¬ 
lutely accurate It wasn't long before some 
one wrote m lo say. If West plays the Jack 
ol spades, declaior must duck' True, came 
Ihe reply, but a defender who is good 
enough lo cover the sneaky 7 with the Jack 
will immediately lead the King ol spades, .t 
Ihe Jack is allowed to hold Ah. but South 
should play oil the Ace and King ol clubs 
before leading A 7 It is easier for West to 
cover then, but when declarer ducks, lead¬ 
ing the King doesn’t help, because West 
must follow to A O J 
Careful it the play goes like this. l((osf 
when in with A J, doesn’t play the King of 
spades He exits with a club, and when in 
With Ace ot diamonds on the next (rick he 
leads a fourth club, killing the discard 
So It looks as though Ihe defence should 
prevail Unless, ol course, declarer makes 
the double-dummy play ot leading ♦ 10 
from dummy 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



Fishing as a pastime provides the theme ot 
a new serkts ot Australian stamps Trout 
fingarlings (5 to 7J cm tong) were first 
imported into Australia in 1864 and several 
varieties ol trout are now widely distributed 
in the southern Stales A •rout fisherman 
using his landing-net is featured on Ihe new 
20-c«nt5 stamp Less ol a contemplative 
man's recreation is the deep sea game 
fishing illustrated on the 50-conts stamp 
(above) Cairns. Queensland, is Ihe centre 
ot this stxjrt. which has recently been con¬ 
demned by Australian conservationists and 
may be (hieatened by Japanese lirto trawl¬ 
ing The stamp shows Ihe most popular 
game fish, the black marlin Another stamp 
shows surf fishermen in South Australia, 
where whiting, salmon and even shark may 
be caught from the open beach 

C W HILL 

(||J|/ 

questions 

1. What IS a waterspout ? 

2. When was the first Nuclear Tost 
Ban Treaty sinned ? 

3. fn which part of the body i.s 
glycogen stored ? 

4. Wnat is mind blindness f 

5. In which stadium in Pans has 
France played most ol her intei- 
national rugby matches ? 

6. What IS jazz poolry “> 

7. What IS a lepton ? 

8. What IS another name lor the 
philosophy of history "7 

9 What IS Iho Greek mountain con¬ 
secrated to the muses '> 

10 What IS the name of tho first 
series of Russian communication 
sattelites ? 

ANSWERS 


seAiuioyi ot 
uoojieH '6 
'AjOisiqeisyi 9 
'suoiioeieiui 

6uoj)s miM Aeoop jo loeaj jou soop 
teg) epuJEd AjEjueujeia Auv 'I 

'lueiuiuEdiuoooE 
MiiM peej aq oj jueauj Ajieoj 9 
sued ui soaujJd sap OJEd 9 
’uaas spefqo |o but 
-ucauj am dsEjB oj AiniqBui ai|i 'tr 
•jaAii egt o| -9 
-MOOSOW 

UI uiBpjg puB vsn ‘Bissnu uaaMjaq 

paubis A)Baji 0 MX eoei f'lor z 

'bas )B Bujjioooo opeujo) v 't 


























































TYTLE R TEST _ 

TIIE drama over the distribu¬ 
tion of Assembly elwtion tickets 
in New Delhi has generated its 
own brand of humour A speci¬ 
men of this was published ih 
weekly column of the New Del¬ 
hi edition of The Statesman. The 
item is reptoduct'd here for the 
benefit of those who have not 
lead It “The man, according to 
an eye-witness, was a simple- 
looking political worker. At the 
u>ception desk at the Prime Mi¬ 
nister’s house he demanded an 
audience with Mrs Gandhi. What 
was it about? Ho was asked. To 
represent to Mrs Gandhi against 
moves to deny him the Party 
nomination Por the state Assemb¬ 
ly elections, he replied Ah! ho 
had to go to the other wing of 
the bui.lding and see Mr Tyller 
The aspirant was pleased with 
himself and wheeled round to go 
to Ml Tytier’s room ‘Where is 
Hitler?’ he demanded A man 
answered that there wa,s no Hit- 
lei around There wa.s a Tytler. 
and that was him, ‘No, I have 
been asked to see Hitler,’ he in- 
Msled, Wliat’s it about, Mr Tyt¬ 
ler asked The man gave him lips 
story Well, if he did not know 
who Tytler was, he did not de¬ 
serve to be given the Party 
ticket The man left the place 
bewildered .md tu'ketle.ss ’’ 

SON ABOVE SUM 

FEROZE VARUN GANDHI, the 
two-month-old son of San.jav 
Gandhi, has caused the departure 
from journalism of a promising 
young magazine editor. Tl.e 
masthead of the May issue of 
Surya, the monthly journal owned 
and publi-shcd by Ainlejdiwat 
Anand, Sanjay Gandhi’s mother- 
io-Iaw, does not carry the name 
of its famous editor, Maneka 
Gandhi, Ferozc Varun’s mother. 
Maneka's entry into journalism, 
via the family paper, was not 
taken seriously bv many and the 
work done bv her for Surya in its 
initial days (when the journal en¬ 
joyed the patronage of the ruling 
family during the Emergency), was 
indeed insignilicant. But it must 
be said to her credit that in the 
days when Mis Gandhi wa.s out of 
power, Maneka turned Surya into 
a powerful opposition muutnpiea’, 
the issues on the .Suresh-Sushma 
affair and the .laguar deal being 
the highwater mark.s. Her depar¬ 
ture from Surya had hem rumour¬ 
ed since AugU't-September last 
year wlwn the doctors had rc- 



Maneka with Khuswant Singh 


portedly told her to stay away 
from strenuous work in view of 
her frail health and pregnancy. 
But somehow she maoaged to 
carry on till the April issue of the 
magazine. With ‘son’ having taken 
precedence over ’sun’ (Surya), one 
hopes that the magazine will not 
lose much of its colour and dis¬ 
tinctive character which Maneka 
had very successfully imparted to 
it, tliough on occasions the 

lack of professiunal upbringing 
was expo^ by a few instances of 
irresponsible journalism. 

PLOY TO EMPLOY 


IF YOU arc a political worker, 
presently unemployed and want to 
join election campaigning, take a 
tip frenn .some young men in Guru- 
daspur in Punjab and look out for 
a candidate who has a senior Go¬ 
vernment oHicial as husband and 
who can get >uu a job after the 
elections. Sukhbans Kaur Bhinder, 
the Congress (1) MP from Guru- 
daspur, wa.s .so iinprevsed with the 
work done b> a group of young 
men for l>ok Sabha election cam¬ 
paign that she persuaded her hus- 
bai^, Pritam Singh Bhinder, the 
police commissioner of Delhi, to 
recruit some of these ‘loyalists’ 


u into his force. And so a senior de- 
< puty commissioner of Delhi Police 
? ncoompanied by a recruiting ins- 
I pector, was sent to Gurudaspur to 
° recruit 280 young men from that 
^ oonstHuency, withoiK going 
i through the normai formalities erf 
a written test, etc. 

IN THE DOGHOUSE 

H.A.S Manmohan Singh been 
appointed member-secretary of 
the Planning Commission in •or¬ 
der to remove him from the 
post of secretary. Economic Af¬ 
fairs Department (EAD) of the 
Finance Ministry? Interesting¬ 
ly, he has not even been given 
the status of a member like M. S. 
Swaminathan or Mohammad Fa- 
zal. The reason, apparently, j,s 
that he had annoyed the powers 
that be in negotiating a particu¬ 
lar deal by the Indian Oil Cor¬ 
poration (IOC> for buying oil, 
kerosene and diesel from abroad. 
A global tender for a spot pur¬ 
chase was floated and six foreign 
companies responded. But to the 
dismay of the officials concerned, 
the company that won the ten¬ 
der, a European firm operating 
from the Gulf, was offered a 
contract for a full year instead 
of a spot purchase. The board of 
directors of IOC objected to the 
new deal. It points out that 
while an annual deal could be 
beneficial if the price rose it 
could also be detrimental be¬ 
cause the possibility of a margi¬ 
nal decrease in the price should 
not be ruled out either. In case 
the deal was to be for one year, 
the IOC board insisted on either 
a fresh tender being floated or at 
least the five unsuccessful parlies 
being given a chance to give 
their quotations for the new ten¬ 
der. Petroleum secretary B. B. 
Vohra and EAD secretary Man¬ 
mohan Singh concurred with the 
IOC board as di,d Finance Minis- 
Icr H. Venkataraman. But the 
deal had the support of a power¬ 
ful lobby in New Delhi. The 
Petroleum Minister, P. C. Sethi, 
was aghast at the way in which 
these officials were challenging 
the wishes of the lobby. The deal 
finally went through, resulting in 
a large payoff to a ruling Party 
MP from Madhya Pradesh. La¬ 
ter Manmohan Singh was re- 
iiiuvcd from EAD As a Plan¬ 
ning Cumniission member-se<Te- 
tary he would be less’bf a nui¬ 
sance as fai' as deals involving 
large payoffs were coiuei neil 
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All VOU 

need to know 
about a 

pressure cooker 
is its brand! 




Constdef Bajai Pressure Cookers, for 
instance. Our technical know* how has 
resulted in the development of pressure 
cookers with the thickest body gauge, 
in various sizes. Besides, they have a 
stainless steel vent tube; a gasket that’s 
guaranteed for a longer period of time, 
and the coveted ISI mark. 



Every 

Bajaj product 
is backed by 
technological 
expertise 
that guarantees 
first- rate 
performance. 


Pioneers of household appliances in 
Jndia, Bajaj offer the most impressive 
array of these gadgets—backed by 
the largest network of sales and service 
centres in the country. 
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Eight months is too long lor an agitation like the one 
in Assam to continue. It has taken over 80 lives, 
crippled the state's economy, harmed national integration 
and created panic among the state’s non-Assamese 
chizens. Now everyone's worst fears, of communal 
violence, seems to be coming Irue. 



H. N. Bahuguna has lived up to his promise. He has 
quit the Congress (I), resigned his Lok Sabha seat and 
unleashed a massive broadside against Mrs Gandhi. 
How will this affect the Assembly polls in UP ? As 
Bahuguna has a reputation for starting new phases in 
our national politics, how will the others take the cue 
from him ? 
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It has been many years 
since India has had a 
a world champion. But 
Prakash Padukone is not 
at all affected by his 
I success and all the fame 
that goes with It. All the 
receptions and the 
. i publicity have not gone to 
ilMs head, for he Is still a 
It very genuine person. 

If SUNDAY presents an in- 
B depth profile of the star. 
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Kissan Orange Squash 
La Monde Selection 
Gold Medallist 



It is a delightful moment when a 
chilled sip of Kissan squash meets 
a thirsty throat. Experience it with 
your favourite fruit flavour — 
Kissan orange, lemon, 
mango. 

Only pick-of-the-season fruits 
give their juice to Kissan 
squashes, and crushes. These are 
automatically processed and 
blended to make a balanced 
concentrate which needs no 
further sweetening. It dissolves 
instantly in soda or water. 

So keep a bottle handy for 
unexpected guests or expected 
thirsts. 

Kissan squashes and crushes are 
now available in bigger bottles 
which give you 20 ml. more at 
the very same price. 

THE KISSAN RANOE 
Squashes; Lemon, Oranga, Mango, 

Lime Juice Cordial, Lemon 
Barley Water. 

Crushes; Grape, Pineapple, Orange, 


Ki^an 



Kissan Products Limited 

Pott Box No 1676 

Old Madras Road. Bangaloie-560 016 
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INDIA'S ONLY DEODORANT 
SOAP AND TALC 

The perfect partners, for double deodorant 
protection. ..a bath with Cmthol Soap 
and a sprinkling of Cinthol Talc... 
to take you to great heights of freshness. 
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From the great city of Bombay 
comes Bombay Paints 

Bombay Faints, 
tiie star amongst naints. 

Easy to apply. 

Bombay Paints cover greater areas 
and are economical 

Bombay Pamts lost for years and years. 
Bombay Paints offer full range of products 
—Pentolite super synthetic enamel 
- Kangaroo high gloss synthetic enamel. 

.Pentolite poly acrylic 

plastic emulsion (>ciint, 

— Pentolite synthetic oii-bound 
washable distemper 
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Secret mischief 

M . J. AKBAB’s report on the “Full 
story of Mo»he Dayan’s secret 
trip to India’’ (April 27) reads like 
the unGiiished script of a Hitchcock 
thriller movie. However, there was an 
element of anli-cliniax in the whole 
^nit- This sort of journalism is 
readly very appreciable. One wonders 
how seasoned politicians like Morarji 
Desai took suoh a calculated risk. It 
needs only an elementary knowledfie 
of international affairs to be aware 
that the Israeli connection is the 
most sensitive issue with oil-produc¬ 
ing Arab nations and our crude re¬ 
quirements arc met only by them. Mr 
Desai’s secret invitation to Mushc 
Dayan to visit India can only be 
caUed ‘adventurou.s’. This sort of 
serret diplomacy is highly deplorable 


when national interests are at .stake. 
Andres Tudu, Burdivau. 

At 11 AKBAJt’s story on Mosbe Dayan’.s 
M-crei visit to India is simply fascinat¬ 
ing. It is hard to believe that a 
ligure like Moshc Dayan came to 
India like a thief. 

Amrit l.aU, Barasal, West BetiQaL 

WHAl prompted the former Prime 
Minister, Mr Morarji Desai, to invite 
Moshe Dayan to take a secret trip 
to India remains a mystery. India’s 
stand on the Arab-lsrael confrontation 
is too wefll known. Vajpayee too 
should be blamed for the idea. The 
episode must have tarnished the ima¬ 
ge of the Government of India, it has 
also revealed the fact that the gov¬ 
ernment sought the help of America. 
The Israeli consul-general seems to 
have won even if H’s on paper. Mo¬ 
rarji Desai owes an explanation to 
the Indian people for encouraging 
this trip. 

Shyamtil Gupta, Calcutta. 

YOUR readers may be interested in 
a little background on India's Israeli 
connection. It has been like a 
grapevine that has been spreading on 
Indian soil ever since Israel was bom. 
The Israel QoMiy had found strong 
.vupporters among the so-called Gand- 
hian diehards of the Congress (O). 
.Some of them fell for the kibbutz 
and moshava as alternatives to the 
Russian agricultural collectives and 
the Chinese communes. Jayaprakash 
Narayan and his socialist friends 
believed in the anti-USSR, pro-West¬ 
ern Socialist InternationaQ luand of 
socialism. And US-backed Israel has 
been an essential part of this move¬ 
ment in our country. When the Janata 
Party gained momentum, India’s 


Israeli connection got much pro 
minence. The Jana Sangh and iti 
parent organisation, the RSS, had 
alw.ivs Iic)i.--hnd a secret love for 
Israefl. 

Jag Mohan, New Delhi. 

ONE cannot but admire the oouragi 
of former Prime Minister Mr Desa 
for alJowing Mosbe Dayan to come tc 
India and present Israel’s point ol 
view personally. There is no doubl 
that India is pro-Arab and it is nuinl) 
due to the oil politics. But does this 
mean that she should condemn Israel 
blindly? The Israelis arc a very 
brave people and one cannot balp 
admiring them. Moreover. .Israel has 
iMHin shouldering much greater res¬ 
ponsibility than the Arabs who are 
dinging to worn out values, it seems 
we are non-aligned in name only. Wc 
are supposed to judge issues on their 
merits which wc have failed to do. 
India’s stand on the Afghan issue has 
made this obvious. If India is to play 
a meaningful rode in world polKics 
today then H should shed hypocrisy 
and assert its rights even if that dis¬ 
pleases the Russians and the Arabs. 
Mrs Krishna Malhotra, New Delhi. 

THE ‘expose’, as you call it. does not 
say when exactly Mosfae Dayan visit¬ 
ed this country. Neither the year nor 
the month is mentioned. We can 
only make a guesswork from the re¬ 
ference to Morarji Desai and Vaj¬ 
payee. Again, it does nat identify 
the house where the Israeli leader 
was supposed to be staying. Wlby 
this poverty of infonnation? More 
important, you kept quiet all these 
days. You should have published Ae 
story before the Israefli newspaper 
came out with it. 

V. Krishnamoorlhy, Trivandrum. 


Agitators, judges, 
executioners 

ASSAM dclies the army” (April 
xa 27) could not really be con¬ 
sidered an eye-opener. The agitation 
in Assam is taking a new turn. The 
agitators as well as the police officers 
have decided to give notice to the 
Bengalees to quit Assam as early as 
IKissibIc. But this can be done by 
tb<‘ tribunal or the court. The 
Bengaiiees .should take a firm stand 
against this kind of anti-national feel¬ 
ing of the Assamese-speaking 
people. 

Ashish Sarkar, Dibrugarh. 


I SINCERELY hope that good counsel 
will prevail over the leack-rs of the 
Assam movement and they wiB co¬ 
operate with the Prime Minister in 
settling the Assam question, (^er- 
wise, it might have serious reper¬ 
cussion on tlH« future of the north¬ 
eastern region. Not only that, the 
8 


foreign jmwers will jeopardise the 
national integrity.. 

Debabrala ^ngupta, Howrah. 

IF we go back to history we find 
that the Ahoms thems^yes are 
foreigners for they bad come from 
Upper Burma and they arc the ones 
vimo invaded India sometime around 
J3th century. Mongoloid by origin, 
the Ahoms have ^adually adopts 
Hinduism. As far as the foreign 
nationals issue is concerned, the 
Ahoms should realise that they too 
are foreigners on the Indian soil. So 
the oH-off year should be' 13tb 
century and not 20th century. 
Saswathi Chose. Calcutta. 

SUBIR ROY speculates that Mr H. C, 
Sarin may repeat what he dk) in 
Telengana. I think that mere 
administrative solution will not be 
enough for Assam. The people 
Assam do have genuine grievances 
but unfortunately the movement has 
taken a !>e4v.s.siuDist turn. ’The hour 
gcoisje. the trading community and 


the feudal lords, in order to maintain 
their exploitation, have misdirected 
the movement, irhe Assamese people 
instead of rising against th^ ex¬ 
ploiters started their struggle agakut 
the non-Assamese peo{>le. ‘nie Assam¬ 
ese people must be convinced that 
the whole country is aware of their 
problem and that it is the exploiters 
not the common non-Assamese people 
who are responsiUe for the present 
situation. 

Marmabina Sen, Bangalore. 


THE cover (April 27) shows a photo¬ 
graph of the agitatitm in Meghalaya. 
The photofTspb was Uken In 
front of the MeghaUo^ Lei^tive 
Assembly. But the captimi reads 
“Assam defies the Army”. 

A. 7.aman, Gavhati. 


SUHW.Y a magazine of >onr stature 
should know the meaning of army. 
Your headings “Assam iteftes the 
Army may be sensational bnt it 
was a thoughtless act on your pert. 
Tor article nowhere refers to the 






^ ^ntatty wUcii 
» means Irt^Ms nod fs nvailitl^ iwheti 
k the need ailaea. 

^ S. Mtikherfe*, New Delht. 

TV's true 
colours 

QAUMITBA BAJMERJEE hes raised 
O a vital question in “A oulourless 
scheme" (April 27). So long as Che 
TV is consid^d a luxury item and 
is a souroe of entertainment there is 
little Justification for exempting M 
from taxes. Doordarstaan wns broUKtrt 
into the scene to serve a mcaniogfud 
social purpose. But so far wbat has 
been its achievement? The cwn- 
mittee set up by the Government in 
September 1OT6 to examine the feasi- 
I bilMy tif colour TV came out with 
L the observation that tbo “develop¬ 
ment programmes like Krishi 
Darshan, health education, .scienci' 
education and children’s programmes' 
should be given importance in the 
colour produftioD as colour heightens 
the impact and the mcasags will bt; 
more effective”. If there are pfians 
to include these and other deveiop- 
inentul activities in colour TV as well 
as encourage community viewing of 
it then it would oettainly be worth¬ 
while. 

Bijov Kumar Jaisvml. Katihar. 


Nth time, no mistake 

'T^lS refers to '‘.Soviets blundered 
« in Afghanistan" (April zh bv 
Madbu Limaye- This is not the first 
time that the Soviets have Mundered. 
Such blunders ware runwnitted so 
many tinH>s in th«> past. One (»uld 
never forget the Soviet troups in 
Hungary in IBS6 and in Czechoslo¬ 
vakia in 1968. The countries threa¬ 
tened by tlM‘ .Soviet aggression— 
directly or indierctlv—^should Ik! 
assured that thiy will be given l>n>- 
inpt and effer'tivf help by the rest 
of the world. 

Ktranmay Namlu, MLA West Aenool 
LeautUilive Assi-mblv. 

MAUIIU lilMAYK is right in stating 
that “the military intervention of the 
Soviet Union is a blunder of the first 
magnitude", lie is equally right in 
saving that a national policy bas to 
be evoflved in resfMinst' to the Soviet 
action. But I ipust .say that the 
author himself has blunderiHl in 
equating the Soviet iiivaskm in 
Afghanistan wUh the Ameriism mival 
build-up in the Indian Ocean, ’ihe 
Soviet naval bases in the Indian 
Occ'an stretsh from Aden in Ihe 
west to Daiiang and Cam Ranh Bay 
in the east. .Siirpri.sinjdy. H receives 
a traction of the publidtv. How many 
Iranians, Afghans or other south¬ 
west Asian |N'opl<> havi; been kilktd 


fay the Fifth Fleet? And bow many 
by .Soviet Mi-24 helicopters, T-54 
tanks, napalm and chemical warfare 
attacks on tbe innocent villagers? Mr 
Liinaye is expected to have a ri^t 
perspective when be is dealing with 
such issues. Mr Limaye also .says 
that the “Soviet Union is th<; largest 
country in the world. Its pi^uctive 
capacities are vast, aqd it now has 
achieved military parity with the 
United States." So, wbat is the 
justification for such a show of 
strength on a small country like 
Afghanistan? ’Ihe article dismisses 
the western security interests in the 
west Asia. According to Mr Limaye. 
the Soviet interest in the Gulf is nill 
and the Americans altbough miles 
away have a “vital stake" in Afgha¬ 
nistan. “Tbe question” is not 
“whether the Americans will atxtipt 
a non-aligned Afghan regime with 
whicii the Soviets can live,” the 
question is whether the Soviets wfil 
accept a non-aligned Afghanistan at 
all. 

Ajiit Kumar Hai/, Calcutta. 

CONf-'U.SION ! r «Tii!d out after go¬ 
ing through the write-up. Through¬ 
out the article Madhu Limaye has 
tried to justify the Soviet action in 
Afghanistan, ills point that India’s 
•security will be endangered is not 
Clarified. 

‘ear Das Choudhury, Shillong. 
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An exclusive terene weave; 
in soft, subtle shades; bold, 
elegant designs. 

Jiyajee-Dorn. From Jiyajee. 
Like no other fabric; before 
or since. 





WHYASSAMTS 
AGHATIONMUST 
NOW STOP 

The ttudenfi are net prefeiiionai agitators. Nor do Prafulla Mohanto and his man saa tha 
agitation os tha last Battia of Saraighat, Thay hava laoltlmote faars about tha parean- 
taga of Immigrants In Assam's population, and now thay ara showing avarv sign of 
wanting a diaiogua, tha tima has ooma for Dalhi to withdraw tha Army, and tna AASU 
and Gana Sangrom Parishad to withdraw tha agitation«-long bafora a point of no 






H£N the newspapers 
announced on May 23 
that Mrs Indira Gandhi 
had called aa all-Party 
conference on May 31,.it 


■ jWas the clearest sign so far that 
thire might yet be a sensible solu- 

; tion in Assam. This was tacit ad- 
i; mission that the governnient basi¬ 
cally would use cooperation now 

■ Instead of provocative confronta¬ 
tion. The chessgamc in Assam has 
reached a dangerous point; tensions 
could easily explode into virulent 
clashes between the various com¬ 
munities. The recent bloodshed at 
Howli and Tinsukia is a gruesome 
reminder of what could happen : 
8S people have already fallen vic¬ 
tim to the eight-month-old move¬ 
ment. There are perceptible signs 
of growing restlessness among the 
non-Assamese, many of whom 
think that the movement is directed 
specifically against them, whether 
they are recent immigrants or not. 
Fears of being displaced and losing 
their hard-earned posscasions have 
bwome a recurring nightmare for 
them. And numerically, the 
Assamese and the non-Assamese 
are evenly matched. 

Every sensible person in .^s^ 
is convinced that conciliation 
rather than confrontation is the 
answer to the impasse, and that is 
why one hears so much about 
“dialogue” and “negotiation” these 
days in Assam. Even the All Assam 
Studenta Union (AASU), which has 
spearheaded the agitation, is now 
strongly inclined not only towards 
negotiation, but is making a deli- 
^rate effort to keep itself away 
from the extremism which is now 
beginning to manifest itself even 
more strongly. Provocative pamph¬ 
lets and inflammatory wall-posters 
have begun to appear in the name 
of the fcjcitation. One recent poster 
ssud : 'Between the snake and the 
Bengali, kill the Bengali first’. The 
AASU has disowned such senti¬ 
ments. And this is important be¬ 
cause the AASU forms the heart of 
the Gana Sangarm Parishad (GSR 
a united front of ten groups and 
associations officially 'n charge of 
the movement). But the AASU can 
hardly ignore the fact that the 
longer the stalemate continues, the 
greater the chance of militants in¬ 
creasing their influence. 

Prafulla Mohanto and his fol¬ 
lowers in AASU are not among 
those who see the agitation as a 
prelude to secession, or the Last 
Battle of Saraighab or even as the 
first renaissance. 'They are well- 
meaning people who genuinely feel 
that if the immigrant population is 
not thinned out, the Assamese will 
soon be reduced to a minority in 
their own state. Their ambitions 
are not political power (although -f 
the same cannot be said for some 
of the other factions of the GSP). s 
The students want this problem to ? 
be solved : soon, and peacefully. ,- 
Moreover, the students had already 
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paid a huge price. Hiey have been 
away from their schools and 
colleges for eight months now, and 
many of them are becoming im¬ 
patient to return to their classes. 
"We have already missed quite a 
few all-India selection tests,” one 
of them moaned to this reporter. 
Another complained that the stu¬ 
dents of Cachar, who had not been 
ag.tating, had gained through de¬ 
fault. A third pointed out ; "Losing 
a year is bound to put us at a dis¬ 
advantage in the job market”. Clear 
proof of the students’ desire to re¬ 
turn to their classes is available 
from the city bookshops ; once 
ogain books have begun selling. 
“Why else should they buy books 
now?” a city bookseller asked. 

People believe that it is the pro¬ 
fessional politicians who created- 
this mess. First, they turned a 
blind eye to largescale immigration 
in order to gain political leverage 
among the new populations. And 
now th^ are delaying a settle¬ 
ment. Circumstances catapulted 
students to the leadership of the 
movement; indeed, the students 
came to the fore because of the 
people’s lack of confidence in the 
politicians' ability either to solve 
the problem or lead a genuine 
movement. 

But the signs of weariness are 
visible now. And the internal 
debates between the “hawks” and 
the “doves” is finding expression in 
the occasional indecision in the 
conduct of the agitation. It was a 
bit of an anti-climax when the 
AASU announced a two-day pause 

Oil kt the biff weapon 


after having worked up the agit«-' 
tion to a feveriah pitch, culminating 
in a spectacular torchlight proces¬ 
sion ail over the state, in which 
millions participated, on the even¬ 
ing of May 16. After this two- 
day holiday, they announced a pro¬ 
gramme to evict “foreigners' from 
government lands and the tribal 
belts, to be followed by a nine-day 
nonparticipation movement by gov¬ 
ernment and semi-government em¬ 
ployees from May 21. Nobody 
needed to be persuaded to make 
these gestures a success; the non¬ 
participation, in particular, was 
complete. But all this was more 
by way of keeping the hearth warm 
rather than stoking up fresh fires. 
In truth, the tempo of the move¬ 
ment has clearly slackened • after 
the AASU decided not to press its 
ultimatum to the government to 
screen and deport "foreigners” by 
May 15. 

I’he Assamese certainly have not 
given up, far from it; but the at¬ 
mosphere is surprisingly relaxed 
and is hardly reminiscent of the 
passion of a revolution. The picke- 
ters at Narcngi, the pipeline head¬ 
quarters of Oil India, which has 
been one of the focal points of the 
movement ever since the agitators 
stopped the flow of crude to 
Barauni on December 27, now wear 
a tired look. The lush green fields 
near the Judges' Court, that had 
been converted into an open prison 
to hold the unending crowds of 
demonartratons coui*ting jail, haa 
once again become the haunt of 
budding footballers, starry-eyed 
couples, and elderly retired folk out 
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for 0 gooti]^ nckoteri «ro «iehan> 
fine goMiti wiUi eSP peroonmel otid 
hjti^nf tea with them in front of 
the itate lecretarlat at DUhpur. 
Moat ahopi and eatabUahmenta are 
open. If there are fewer vehiclca 
on the road, it ia only becauae fuel 
la in abort aupply. Of courae, vital 
inatallationa continue to be dia- 
rupted. The cement plant at 
Boicajan haa cloaed down. Banks 
and poat oflkea are not offering 
normal aervicea. But, conaiderlng 
the magnitude of the movement, 
theae are at beat minor Inconve* 
nieneea. 

It waa perhapa inevitable that 
the movement would lose aome of 
Ita momentum after a while. But 
more important ia the fact that the. 
AASU leadera have deliberately 
opted for a more controlled agita¬ 
tion, unaure of what a combination 
of Army crackdown' and reprisals 
from the noa-Assamese could lead 
to. Plus, there is always the leer 
that the leadership of the move¬ 
ment could always pass into the 
hands of extremist elements if the 
confttontatioA took on Bangladeth 
proportions, 

I ■n™ AASU leaders were 
anxious to resume a 

■ (Ualogue with the gov- 

■ ernment as soon as o]> 

I-> portunJty pirovSdied.i T!t 

was hardly a coincidence that Mr 
H. C. Sarin, the principal adviser to 
the Government of Assam, and Mr 
B. C, Verghese, of the Gandhi 
Peace Foundation (who was in 
touch with the students), talked 
about resumption of negotiations 
on the same day. May 20. Both 
knew that the students were will¬ 
ing to talk. 

Sairin had been carefully pre¬ 
paring the stage for such a 
meeting ever since he assumed 
of&ce on April 21. His first deci¬ 
sion was to overrule those aealous 
burceucrata of the Union Home 
Ministry who wanted to use force 
to aettie the Assam (problem. 
Simultaneously, he opened a chan¬ 
nel for communication with the 
students through Infiuentisl psople 
enjoying the students’ confidence. 
Prominent among them was the 
Jnanpith awsrd winning Assamoie 
novaltait, Dr Biren Bhattschaxys. 
Serin met him twice for dinner at 
the government guest house where 
he was living before leaving Gau- 
hstl for talks with Mrs Qsndhl on 
May 18. Early in May, Mrs 
Gandhi's troubleshooter for Assam, 
Mr Yashpal Kapoor,-had a secret 
meeting with some of the student 
Jsnders and their advisers in 
ShlUong. Sarin also kept in touch 
with g number of aASU advisers] 
Kumud Hath Sharma, the dean of 
the faculty of law in Cteuhati Uni¬ 
versity and ofBcial' ^interpreter” 
for the AASU leaders at meetings 
with iDelhi leaders; H. K. Borpu- 
.iari. professor emeritus, Gauhatl 
Univetsity: Mit Rajkhowa; Isetur- . 



tr at the Law Collage; Hagan Bk4- 
kla, general sacretary, Aiom 
Sahitya Sabhat and Oanash Phu- 
.kaii, a former finance secretary 
snri brotliar-ln-law of the owner of 
Atiam Tribune. Thele efforts 
wore supplemented by two former 
chief justices, M. C. Pathak and 
Boharul Islam, and a former vieo- 
chuncelior of 'lauhaU Unlvserilty, 
Di- Mathura Hath Goswaml, 

So when Sarin floated the idea of 
two-stage discussions—first a dia¬ 
logue and then the negotiations— 
he was confident that his propossl 
would be welcome. After his re¬ 
turn from Delhi on May 21, he 
held a scries of meetings with some 
of the student leaders and their 
advisers to ascertain their views 
about this proposal. At one of 
those meetings, the chief secretary, 
Mr Rameshchandra, was also pres¬ 
ent. Sarin gave the categorical 
assurance that the government waa 
willing to release the detenues; It 
would work out a phased pro- 
Vtiammc for the reinstatement of 
those government employees who 
had been dismissed for taking part 
in the movement; and, latUy, It 
would graduany withdraw the 
emergency measures it had adopt¬ 
ed as the talks progressed. The 
government was rudely shaken out 
of its belief that there would be 
talks when the AASU Ipaders made 
a public statement domanding res¬ 
toration of the April 2 situation as 
an easantlal pre-condition for any 
dialogue. 

But if the government was sur¬ 
prised by this, nobody else was. 
The AASU is riding a tiger from 
which it ia not easy to dismount. 
Nobody can afford to carry the 
charge of betraying the movement 
as a millstone around his neck for 
the rest of his life, and with so 
many leadera ih jail, any hint of 
compromise will not be easy. Fur¬ 
ther, the movement is already 
divided between the hawks and 
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the dovci. If the AASU, oparit- 
ing from the fetton Coilgge Stu¬ 
dents Union Hill rtpresenta the 
doves, then three important coni- 
iltucnta of the 081^-the Purben- 
challya Loka Parighad led by Hlba- 
ran Bora, the Aaaam Jatlyitabedi 
Oal led by Girin Barua, and Jatlya- 
tabadi Yuba Chatre Parlshad led 
by Prabln Oogoi—definitely re- 
tresent the other end of the apcc- 
rum. It is these militants who 
are resisting , the desUmsition of 
negotiations. The reasbn is 
plc. Unlike the students, these 
people have political ambitions, 
and would like to use the move¬ 
ment to attain power in the next 
elections to the State Assembly. 

Nl,baran Bora has never been 
able to win an election, although 
he has tried several times. Original¬ 
ly a socialist, he was senior to 
Golap Borbora who rose to become 
the first Janata CM of Assam—a 
fact which ao enraged Ntbaran 
Bora that he promised to bring 
down Golap Borbora’s government 
In less than six months. But the 
pollticiana are not powerful 
enough to sustain the movement if 
the AASU withdraws; they do not 
have the credibility which the stu¬ 
dents have (Hibaren Bore had 
contaited the lest elections on the 
slogan of economic independence 
fur the north eait, but he lost). 
The polttlciana therefore will fight 
herd to ensure that the AASU re- 
matni within the fold. The im¬ 
portance of the students was evi¬ 
dent when the Gene Singram 
Parithed’s cal) for a satyagraha 
failed in February oftcr the AASU 
had temporarily suspended the 
movement. 

On the other hand, no AASU 
leader can afford to be branded as 
a tool of Mrs Gandhi. The presi¬ 
dent of AASU has already become 
the victim of a smear campaign: 
it is being asked • why he haa not 
been arrested when the rest of the 


leaders have Iwen detained. Alter 
all, the government elcurly knows 
where exactly he has gone “under- 
around”. There is. in fact, a deli¬ 
berate effort to drag the AASU to¬ 
wards a more militant stance It 
is a kind of a vi.cious circle, and 
when required, blackmail is clear¬ 
ly being used. How ? 


How backward is the 
North East ? 

By A N PRABHU 


On May 14 at 7 pm., the Gana 
Sangram Parishad issued a .state¬ 
ment asking the people to prepare 
tihein.spivcs Cor what il described 
as a “ma.ssive programme of ac- 
ticai" if the government did not 
start .screening and deportation of 
the ''foreigncis” by M.iy 15. On 
the same night, in a separate 
statement, the AASU asked the 
people not to lake up any pro¬ 
gramme of deleelion or deporta¬ 
tion of the foreign nationals even 
if llie f’entiol Government did not 
offer an aereplabh' solution by the 
end of the deadline of May 15 set 
by the AASU'. Obvi.ously the GSP 
and the AASU were not speaking 
the .same language. But the very 
next day, the AASU fell in tine, 
and i.ssued a declaration that the 
"people of Assam will have no al¬ 
ternative but to lake up the matter 
of delecting the foreigner.s in 
phasc.s". Thi.s is how pressure 
tactics work. 

Even then, the tone and tenor of 
AASU IS far less shiill than that 
of the GSP; the former is far 
nioie keen on negotiations. An 
instance. Reacting to Sarin’s call 
for a dialogue, the AASU said that 
one condilioa for the resumption 
of talks must be that the govern¬ 
ment would not talk of either 
1967 or 1971 as the base year. 
Signiticantly, the statement did 
not insist on its own demand for 
the aceeplanee of 15)51 aS the cut¬ 
off year, implying that the nego¬ 
tiations could be resumed if botti 
sides started olf on a clean slate 
On the other hand, the Gana S.an- 
gram Parishad insisted that “the 
government shall have to accept 
1951 as the dateline for the identi¬ 
fication of foreigners" luffore the 
discussions could be rosuined. The 
two statements clearly retleet the 
divergent trends within the move¬ 
ment, and highlight the impedi¬ 
ments m the way to a peaeifful 
settlement. 

But Delhi, after a clumsy eilort 
at using ihe stick <which failccU 
has clearly decided to u.se Hie 
Varroti now. The ‘ craekd<iwii'’ 
was defeated by the Assamese- 
people themselves when in one de¬ 
fiant gesture they marched out on¬ 
to the streets the day the ainu-d 
forces marched in. The process of 
releasing the detained leaders has 
now begun, and the indications are 
that the efforts of Messrs Pathak. 
Islam and Goswami will bear fruit 
and negotiations will resume. Will 
both the government and the 
leaders of the movement be Wiser 
in their discussions the next time 
around ? 


-ILPHABETICALLY, As¬ 
sam is next only to An¬ 
dhra Pradesh in the list 
of Indian states. Econo- 

_ImiGally, it is somewhere 

at the bottom. It is a paradox of 
Assam being rich and the A.ssaroese 
poor. This eastern state along with 
six other ncwlyborn states and union 
territories—Tripura, Nagaland, Me¬ 
ghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh—have rich re¬ 
sources of minerals and raw mate¬ 
rials. Only the oil in Assam has been 
exploited so far. 

While politicians made bay when 
the sun was shining, the people of 
the north-east grew poorer. Povcrt« 
is steep in the region. As the popu¬ 
lation has increased, so has the per¬ 
centage of those living below the 
poverty line. In 1960-61, 16.31 per 
cent in the rural and 22.63 par cent 
in the urban areas were below pov¬ 
erty line. In the n'xt decade (1970- 
71), the percentage increased to 33.09 
for rural and 40.30 for urban areas. 
(Source : Seventh Finance Commis¬ 
sion). This says enough about the 
meagre work done to help tlie down- 
trod i^n. 

The only area where development 
has taken place is oil. Assam’s daily 
production of crude is estimated to 
be worth about Rs 3 crores a day, or 
about Rs 90 crores a month: this 
would mean about Rs 1,000 crores a 
year. The state’s annual budget has 
been in the region of Rs 300 crores 
only. Statistics give but a glimpse 
of the real situation. Yet they do 
partly indicate the reason for popular 
feelings: Assam produces about five 
million tonnes of crude a .year. Ac¬ 
cording to Assam Entrepreneurs’ As¬ 
sociation. which submitted a detailed 
memorandum to the Prime Minister 
in February this year, for every tonne 
of crude oil processed and sold, the 
Union Government reoalves a gross 
amount of about Rs 2,000. Of this, 
Assam gets only Rs 42 a tonne by 
way of royalty. The Union Govern¬ 
ment, however, gets as excise Rs 864 
a tonne. This would mean Assam’s 
share of oil revenue every year is Rs 
29.4 crores (that is Assam’s royalty 
plus share of excise) and the Centre's 
is Rs 6<H.8 crores. 

At the present unstable rates, 
Assam crude is said to be worth 
866.775,000 US dollars. Reing highly 
aromatic. Assam crude could fetch 
even more. The association’s esti¬ 
mate of Assam’s oU production, based 
on the ’real valu* at world prices, 
is -about Rs 7.000 crores a year. 

Meanwhile, large quantities of 
natural gas. an important bi-product 
of oil extraction, have been burnt 
wastefully, thanks to the apathy of 
Central planners. The Assamese call 
this "criminul wastage”. The crude 


has been pumped out for more than 
four decades but no plan has been 
envisaged to make use of the gas. 

The Assamese learnt that oil he’ 
'he key to success in their talks with 
the Centre; it could force the Centre 
to concede their demands. The As¬ 
samese also witnessed how the hig*' 
paid whitecollar Oil India officials 
struck work, holding the country to 
ransom for three days last year. Th*' 
Oil India strike thus set the prece¬ 
dent for the current agitation. 

Assam supplies some 80 per cent 
of the domestic onshore oil produc¬ 
tion. Yet there is no c'ownstream 
production. In Gujarat, Baroda has 
developed Into a petixhcbemical 
centre. Assam has nothing of the 
kind. It has a fertiliser factory and 
a small Methanol plant at Namrup 
and a DMT plant at Bongaigaon. 
Besides, the polyster fibre plant at 
Bongaigaon was originally meant to 
rapply fibres for nltimate conversion 
into fabrics. The idea was to gain¬ 
fully employ local weavers. But no 
effort .has been made to process the 
plant’s 30,000 tonnes of polyster fibre. 
To say this is “negket” would he a 
gross understatement. The Assamese 
are suffering only for their humility 
perhaps. This, despite Assam's ahoit- 
age of foodgrains which undoubtedly 
Is at the root of the present trouble. 
It is preposterous that a region to 
ridi in resouross is deficient in food- 
grains. 

"^e North Eastern Council has 
under Its administration a total geo¬ 
graphical area of 2.55 lakh sq. kms. 

under cultivation is only 
0.33 lakh sq. kms.—about 12 per cent 
of the land area. The total produc¬ 
tion of foodgrains in the retfon at 
present is 3.5 million tonnes. Going 
uy Ae (lovernment of India’s yard¬ 
stick of 474 grammes per day per 
Bead as the average food require- 
ment. the region needs a total of 4.6 
miilion tonnes of foodgrains. The 
region thus shows a deficit of 1.1 
mlllon tonnes of foodgrains a year. 
ISouree : NEC publication Number 
8). The region also has tremendous 
^tentlal for generating hydel power. 
One estimate puts its capacity at 
12,000 mw. The total availability of 
power at the moment is, however, 
156.73 mw whereas tbs est.‘mated 
peak demand is for 333 mw. Th’ 
shortfall was 177 row in 1979B0 
(Source: NEC publications). The per 
capita power consumption in the north 
eastern region is 25 kwh compared 
to the all-India averaga of 120 kwh. 
Investment in the region has teen 
among the lowest—Rs 13.858 lakhs 

^Idtle higher than Himachal 
Pradesh’s Rs 7,128 lakhs (which is 
another state with high potential for 
hydel generation). 

Income from excise, which Is «n. 




Indiaitor of the state iodnstrial deve- I 
lopment, is also low. While acricui* - 
tore has not yet developed appre¬ 
ciably. Assam’s excise revenue from 
items other than potable liquor was 
Rs 2.67 lakhs against Bihar’s Rs 252 
lakhs, Himachal Pradesh’s Rs 26.87 
lakhs and Jammu and Kashmir’s Rs 
6.03 lakhs. Investment in irrigation 
not been high either. It was Rs M 
crores in lv78>79 against Andhra 
Pradesh’s Rs 7,875 lakhs, Bihar’s 
Rs 71,QB2 lakhs, Punjab's Rs 10,571 
lakhs, Haryana’s Rs 27,624 lakhs and 
Sikkim’s Rs 39 lakhs. Assam’s reve* 
nue from taxes sho%ved an increase 
from Rs 12.27 crores in 1960-61 to 
Rs 61.20 crores in 1076-77. Kerala’s 
on the other hand increased pheno¬ 
menally from Rs 20.19 crores to Rs 
106.49 cropes in 196041 to Rs 208.46 
crores in 1976-77 and Punjab’s from 
Rs 25.66 crores to Rs 201.98 crores 
(Source: Seventh Finance Commis¬ 
sion). The Finance Commission’s 
estimates of comparable per capita 
state domestic product at current 
prices shows a small increase in the 
case of Assam. The following tabl>' 
has been compiled from the Seventh 
Finance Crmmi si 'n report: 

COMPARABLE ESHMATES OF 
PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE 


Average 
73-74 to 


1970-71 

75-76 

586 

928 

570 

791 

418 

645 

845 

1.134 

932 

1.399 

1,063 

1,586 

811 

1,349 

469 

779 

493 

715 

729 

1,033 

625 

940 


Andhra Pradesh 

Assam 

Bihar 

Gujarat 

Haryana 

Punjab 

Maharashtra 

Madhya Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

West Bengal 

All-India figures 


Transport and communications 
have bMn the north-east’s major 
handicap. The region is precariously 
linked with North Bengal through a 
narrow neck of toad. The result is 
not only that the region is economi¬ 
cally undeveloped but the people 
have to pay relatively higher prio39 
for consumer goods. Worse, it has 
encouraged the feeling that the region 
is cut off from the mainland. 

Barring Assam, the entire region 
has only two sets of railway tracks, 
more n^bolic than of any real 
value. Tripura has 12 kms of rail¬ 
way track and Nagaland nine kms. 
To add to the difficulties, there are 
two gauges. The entire requirement 
of consiuner items—steel, foodgrains. 
cement, salt and other items—have 
to brought from other parts of 
India. The region is rich in lime- 
>tone of high quality for making 
cement. The Mawmluh-Cherra and 
Bokajan cement units in the region 
produce only five lakhs tonnes a year, 
pie shortfall has to be made up by 
-bringing cement from as far as Bihar 
and Oriwa. At the most, the rail¬ 
ways can carry only 3.5 lakhs tonnes. 
The region, therefore suffers from 
ppipetnel shortage of this vital con- 
■topetiqn naterliil 





stranded wagons carrying Assam’s produce to the rest of India 


Besides oil, the region has commer¬ 
cially exploitable minerals such as 
limestone and dolomite, fossil fuels 
such as coal (of which it has an 
estimated reserve of 1,000 million 
tonnes), refractory grade silimanite. 
graphite and fire clays. The value of 
mineral production in the region 
amounts only to 7.5 per cent of the 
value of national production and 
forms 6.9 per pent of the national 
income. The major contribution to 
this is from petroleum production. 
This alone accounts for 85 per cent 
of the total mineral production. 
Which means other minerals have 
hardly been exploited. 

There is a strong case for rapid 
development of the north-east. The 
current agitation has driven the point 
home more sharply than ever. The 
first thing to do is to link the region 
with the rest of the country. The 
Government of India seems to have 
taken note of the intense feeling of 
the people: a committee of Ministers 
acknowledged the region’s needs the 


.'>ther day. It noted that almost one- 
fifth of the total outlay in the entire 
country for laying new railway tracks 
and converting gauges has been allo¬ 
cated for improvement of rail com¬ 
munications in the north-east. The 
outlay for 1980-81 is about Rs 17 cro¬ 
res and half of this will be spent 
on work in Assam. The work includes 
the laying of a parallel line on the 
busy New Bongaigaon-Gauhati route 
and the construction of six new 
tracks to serve Assam and other 
north eastern states. The length of 
these tracks is about 213 kms and 
laying them is estimated to cost about 
Rs 52 crores. Rosidcs, a techno- 
economic survey which proposed lav¬ 
ing new tracks in the Lumding-Badar- 
pur section costing Rs 2.3 crores has 
been approved. 

One tends to be cynical about th 
government setting up committec.s 
which merely “take stork” of the 
progress made. The general feeling 
is that they are useless. It is for the 
government to prove the cynics 
wrong. ■ 
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you havt ehana§d four 
Porlitt <n th# h$t four 
vMri. It thtrt no piact 
for H. N. Bohufluna In 

_porlv politletf 

A: Sinc« tbo impoisltlon «f the 
Emergency, Indian poilMica hu been 
puling through a very uneven pba- 
ae, When you aocuie me of cbang* 
ing Partiu, I would only like to 
tell you that the Congrui in which 
1 have worked for 41 yean, the 
Conireu of Gandhi and Nehru, the 
Congress of the freedom struggle, 
gave us a value system, a ground¬ 
ing in politics. This value system 
was totally derailed when the Emer¬ 
gency was imposed. Therefore, in 
1977, I think it was the call of duty 
and ideological commitment to have 
forsaken the Party in the interest 




Tht nfwi wai hardly lurprlilng: if wai {navltabl# that tha 
ail'but'pubtle quarrai batwaan Prima Mlnlitar Indira Gandhi 
and Congraii (I) Saeratary Ganaral H. N. Bahuguna would 
and in tha latter leaving tha former's Party. This time 
Bahuguna added a touch of difference to his resignation— 
not merely did he leave the Party, but he also resign* 
ed his Parliamentary seat since he had won on the Congress 
(I) ticket. M. J. AKBAR met him at his house at S Sunahri 
Bagh Road in Delhi on May 21. He was not planning to stay 
in this spacious Ministerial bungalow much longer; he would 
move as soon as he got another house. His supporters from 
UP were dropping in to see him and take instructions on 
whom to support in the coming Assembly elections. Bahu* 
guna himself was off that night to Allahabad, Lucknow and 
Kanpur to begin his campaign against Mrs Gandhi. 


of the nation. Tha change in 1877 
was conaistent with tha basic values 
of the Congress because democracy, 
freedom of expraasion, indepandenca 
of Judiciary, etcetera were restored. 
Therefore, that battle for enaacipa* 
tion should not be considered a 
change of Parties, we partidpa- 
ted on tha right aide. But. 1 do 
agree, that since tha Party which 
was returned to power was a con¬ 
glomerate of varied ideas, composed 
of alementa who wero also incon- 
aistent with the Ideological ground- 
lju which we had receive in tha 
Congress, such as tha Jana Sangb, It 
would have bean wise on my part 
not to have remained a part of tha 
Janata, not to have become a part 


As C 

oloiiiM 

Ministoi, 1 

would 

no! 

hove Ikm'o (I 

(ioiid). 

(Imv)M 

1 c.itllo 


1 ( 1 . that Government, not to have 
agreed to the merger of the CFD 
in the Janata, I have already 
admitted that. I have said that 
I “PoloKy to the nation 

for this, The only consideration ^ 
fore me waa that a new alternative 
(the Janata) wu trying to take 
birth, and 1 would have been aocu- 
sad of sabotage if 1 had triad to 
raise the banner of revolt right la 
the bednning. This happened to be 
my primary consideration la going 
along with the straam for soma 
time, and trying not to change the 
current. My disenchantment, for that 
maMer the nation’s disenchantment, 
with the Janata .Party grew very 
fast, I have earlier stated the rea¬ 
sons in Sundav- I tried., to cwrect 
things. 1 argued, I beaded (to 
change) the Janata's communal dia- 
racter. to make its policies socialist. 
Nobody in the Janata Party can aay 
toat my diange was a luddea 
change. 

Now, M*en I left the Janata 1 .d|d 
not join die Lok Dal: tlMt Is g oiipf. 







mon iBiscoaoeption. 1 revived tbe Cob- 
gross for Democracy. We bad a con- 
ventioo, drew up a 31-point pro¬ 
gramme, showed it to everybody, in¬ 
cluding Ctaaudhury Charan Singb. 1 
met dead ends. The only person who 
(responded), on ber own, was Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. And when she met 
me. and talked to me in a language 
which was not like her normal style. 
(I have known her all my life, we 
have been in the same Party for 47 
years, she comes from the same 
town as I. 1 have known her from 
^ildhood), I found that there was a 
change, an element of repentance for 
past mistakes, and 1 thought that that 
perhaps was the only way that 1 could 
help bring the administration of the 
country hack on the rails. I aflso be¬ 
lieved that Mrs Gandhi would pro¬ 
vide the healing touch. The adminis¬ 
tration had been bad^ shaken, the 
quality of governance had fallen. Co¬ 
mmunal riots had overshadowed our 
whole political Qife. The nation was 
losing its very identity. At that point 
of time I thought that a changed In¬ 
dira Gandhi, who approached me on 
her own, where 1 was approaching 
everybody else...Having failed to see 
si-Ovation anywhere else, I fell into 
this, well, trap, in good, faith. I be¬ 
lieve that human beings do change. 

Q: You never suspected that you 
were beinti used? 

A: 1 did, but Mrs Gandhi said, T 
have come to you only because I Act 
that we had done a wrong to you'. 

Q: Were these her ven/ words? 

A: These are her very words. And 
she asked me, ‘Did 1 go to anyone 
else?’ This made me feel ‘{hat she 
was being very honest. The way she 
called me, accepted 30 of the CFD’s 
31 points, included them in the mani¬ 
festo, told everybody ‘We arc inclu¬ 
ding these points in the manifesto 
and Mr Bahuguna and Mr Narasimba 
Rao will join them up’...Well, I 
couldn’t bargain for anything more. 
After all, a political agreement is not 
written on stamped paper. I thought 
Mrs Gandhi had begun collecting the 
pieces, Indian politics had become so 
fragmented by then, and, 1 am sorry 
to say. continues to be so...'This long 
letter of mine (sent before the resig¬ 
nation) to Mrs Gandhi shows the abe¬ 
rrations that have crept into her 
politics. 

I first wrote to Mrs Gandhi on 
January 7, even ibefore she had con- 
stituted her government—^nobody can 
say that I did this because she did 
not make me a Minister, there was 
no ministry then—outlining what 
should be d<Hie. I talked of national 
ronsensus. I talked of applying the 
healing touch. I talked of assuring 
me administration that there would 
be no victimisation. 1 talked of look¬ 
ing into the nwth-east. My point is: 
what is a political Party and what 
should politicians do in this country? 
Share the booty quietly, accept the 
aberrations, or point your finger out, 
even at the risk of being pointed 
back at? 

Q: Mrs Gandhi, in her reply to 
you, has implied that you vomd not 
haw created problems for her if she 
had made you a Minister. 

A: Then why didn't she do it? It 


was easy enouj^i for her. She knew 
very well that my being inside the 
Cabinet means trouUe for her. She 
didn’t take me because she knew that 
it would be difiicult for her to carry 
me along. 1 would not have been a 
dumb, driven cattle. I am a human 
being. 

Q: Are you suggesting that the 
other Ministers in Mrs Gandhfs pre¬ 
sent Cabinet are dumb, driven cattle? 

A: I am sorry, f won’t say that, 
they are very good people, but at the 
moment they have assum^ that pos¬ 
ture. They are honourable people, 
but they have assumed that posture 
(of being dumb, driven cattle). 1 
have been writing to Mrs Gandhi con¬ 
tinuously. I raised almost all ques- 
tioas, from the simple removal of the 
ban on textbooks imposed by the 
Janata, to the creation of a peace¬ 
keeping force, onto to a commission 
to find out the conditions of those 
living below the poverty line. But all 
this went unheeded. She tells me I 
keep busy thinking about myself. 
What else is she doing? (getting ex¬ 
cited) Changing officers, punishing 
officers, promoting officers, rewarding 
jincers, rewarding people who have 
siuod by her: her only test is, who 
1 * with her. her test is not who has 
served Ihe nation, or who has the 
capacity to serve the nation best. Her 
only worry is who is with her. 




ARE you trying to imply 
that a structure far die- 
tatorshtp is being crea¬ 
ted? 

A: This country will 
demolish any such structure in no 
timo if anybody tries to create one, 
but tbc.se are. the trends, and they 
should be checked well in time. 
Therefore, 1 went on raising my voice. 
Anybody should see that if 1 was in¬ 
terested in the loaves and fishes of 
office, then the way to it did not lie 
in thq. manner I behaved from Janu¬ 
ary onwards. Raising questions, rai¬ 
sing policy issues, raising objections, 
speaking out in public, tn the Hindi 
newpaper Hinaustan, in mid-January, 
1 gave a interview, and one question 
was what would happen to the gov¬ 
ernment servants who had dealt with 
Maruti or the Shah commission. I 
said that the Ckmgress culture is that 
no Kovernment servant shall be puni¬ 
shed if he was doing his duty at the 
behest of the outgoing government. 
But Mrs Gandhi did not heed that. 
I'roni N. K. Sngh to R. C. Sharma is 
a lung story. The number of persons 
sent out and sent in is not something 
small. You cannot have personalised 
administration, it should be imperso¬ 
nal. it should he objective, to main¬ 
tain the morale of the administration. 

Now. I have made a public state¬ 
ment that the Ckingress culture is 
opposed to such a thing and I hoped 
that this government would not do 
such a thing. Do you think Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi did not know what 1 was saying. 
I was saying this even at public mee¬ 
tings. All through my election cam¬ 
paign (for the 1980 Parliament) I 
spoke against the Emergency. Where¬ 
ver I went I said that the Emergency 
was a had Hiing, and 1 want to tell 
you this again: I never gave up mv 


posture with regard to Mrs Gandhi. 
I inerely said that she wanted me to 
ioin her, she says she is a changed 
pci son,- 1 took the people into full 
confidence all around the country. 
But the Press was so angry with nie 
at that time that this went largely 
unreported except in a few places. 
Therefore, .you cannot say that this 
eruption of mine is based on anger 
arising out of peipnal ambition, that 
is less than fair. You might ask, why 
didn’t I ^ay all this earlier. If I bad 
resigned just after the Cabinet had 
been formed, people would have tur¬ 
ned around and said that Just be¬ 
cause I did not get a place in the 
Cabinet I was behaving in this fa¬ 
shion. Even after 1 sent in my resig¬ 
nation from the Party posts, I waR^ 
for nine days, hoping that she would 
call me in front of a working com¬ 
mittee meeting and ask me to suh- 
stentiate the charges. I waited and 
waited, I gave her full nine da.vs. 
I have patience. But these nine days 
have been considered a loss by my 
friends. 

Q.‘ You mean you could hove be- 
gun campaigning against Mrs Gandhi 
earlier? 

A: I am not going in for narrow 
political gains in the Assembly elec¬ 
tions. That’s not my idea, that’s not 
my purpose. Mv purpose is to raise 
the political climate of this country 
to a level from where nobody will be 
able to harm its basic structure. 

Q: Have you found any, what 
might be called ‘Emergenar tenden¬ 
cies, in the la.st few months? 

A : The way the administration is 
being demoralised by supersessions, 
promotions, demotions, transfers, and 
the wav the (administrative) appara¬ 
tus is being freely used for personal 
purposes is a bad sign, a bad begln- 
nini. 

Q; You have said that Sanjay 
Gandhi is the real boss of Congress 
(1). What do you mean by that? 

A: He makes all the decisions. 
Mrs Gandhi is merely a rubber stamp. 

I have known this from- within. 
Though 1 have never met him after 
the elections—except once, when I 
went to Mrs Gandhi’s house to cim- 
gratulatc her on January 7 or 8 I 
bumped into him, and I congratulated 
him on his victory and he congratu¬ 
lated me: except for those few sen- 
tonces, I have not seen him, I have 
not talked to him. But I can watch 
things happening. Even when Mrs 
Gandhi does a.ot know anything, 
orders arc made, issued. 

Q; Can you give any example? 

A: Well, this happened before 
everybody. During the Parliamentary 
election campaign, Sanjay Gandhi got 
Virbahadur Singb of UP nominaUMl 
to the central parliamentary board, 
as a permanent invitee, like Mr 
Gundu Rao. After the elections were 
over, Mr Virbahadur Singh came to 
attend a CPB meeting. So, 12 or 13 
of us were sitting, induding Mrs 
Gandhi. Mr Virbahadur came a little 
late. Mrs Gandhi herself said, Map 
andar kyon aa rahe ham, aap rukiye 
bahar zara. Aapkb kuch kahrwi hai to 
baad mein kahtye (Wbv are you com¬ 
ing inside, there is a meeting going 
on. If vou have anything to sav. tell 
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afterwards)”. Then I quietly whis> 
i!mfed to her, ‘‘I think he has teen 
ijlmpointcd ns a special invitee to the 
I haven’t seen any order from 
j.|»OU, but I saw it in the Press.” Then 
.. .;M[ra Gandhi told him, ^'Accha, accha, 
il'jHUHifyo (Okay. okay, sit down),” 1 
7iilhade discreet enquiries about the 
i iaippointinent and found out that Mr 
! Sanjay Gandhi had told Mr Antulay 
that he should be made a special in>- 
' vltee. Mrs Gandhi knew nothing 
. about it, Then, look at the manner 
In which the Ministers are takina 
, Instructions from Mr Sanjav Gandhi. 

’ or the two »*cTetarlea oi the Com 
Kress (i). Mr Butii Sinah and Mr 
Antiilav. take orders from him. 

!i Q; Am yim xuqneHtina that what 
happened durinq the Emergenev U 
havvffning again? 

A' I am snvIiiK thot what haP' 
poned (liii'lnu the Emcrsency was bad 
enouiih. What U huppeninR now is 
the bcttlnnlnx of a bad type of sKum 
lion un)(>.ss it is checked, t thihk mv 
rrslRnatlon nitiv .shake Mra Gandhi, 
t hope Mrs Gandhi will wake up and 
realise the situation before it U. too 
late for her to correct K. 

Q; Do you really think thed vour 
resignation will shake her? 

A: 1 hope so. Shake means make 
her realise that there are people who 
can raise their voice. Perhaps she 
was taking everybody for granted, 
she will not do that now. I hope that 
some respoctabilitv wiill revert back 
to the Congress leaders. 

Q; Do you think that the move 
you have made will have a snowball 
effect among the Congress leadership? 

A: That 1 can’t say. Rank and 
Ole. ves. I have already received tele¬ 
grams. letters from almost every 
district of UP. Leading Congress (1) 
people now sav that they would like 
to strengthen mv hands. I haven’t 
counted, but yesterday (the dtv 
ILihaiuna resigned) alone about 300 
me.ssages ranio. I have been receiving 
telephone rails from Madhva Pradesh, 
Ra.iasthun, Maharashtra. Bihar. West 
Bengal. Tamil Nadu. Karnataka, say¬ 
ing, ’Thank you very much. Nobody 
could have done this. This is a new 
chapter you are adding to Parliamen- 
turv prwedure.’ 




poll 

this 


YOU hove made another 
serious allegation that 
smugglers, hijackers have 
been given Congress (I) 
tickets in the Assembly 
oils. Would you care to substantiate 
kis? 

A: Well. Mrs Gandhi, in her re¬ 
ply to me, has not said no to this 
charge. 

Q; Would you like to identity 
anyone? 

A; I would not like to name peo¬ 
ple. It’s not fair, but who does not 
know who the hiiackers arc? Who 
does not know who the smugglers 
are? People know R. People who 
were arrested under COFEPOSA. two 
of them in UP, a person who is a 
leading smuggler in ^ihar and has 
many cases and convictions to his 
credit, has been given the Congress 
(I) ticket. You know what COFEPOSA 
means? It means that the Govern¬ 
ment of India, not the state govern¬ 
ment, is suggesting detention. 



Q; Vou arc suggesting that loyally 
overrides all other comideratknu. 

A; Partonal, penonal, iff all per¬ 
sonal. 'Ihey want the whole appara¬ 
tus of state to be run ai a peraonal 
bnsineas. 

Q; Con you effectively challenge 
Mrs Gandhi by remaining outside all 
Parties? 

A: Certainly. I need not .join a 
politiral Party. But an apparatus will 
emerge, and I am more than aure 
that Congressmen—I have great faith 
in Congressmen—will rise to the 
occasion. 

Q. Will your friend, the Shahi 
Imam, campaign against the Congress 
(1) in this Assembly elections? 

A; Once again I will say that we 
have not done it for the marginal 
purpose of a few seats in the Assem¬ 
bly elections. Otherwise I would have 
resigned earlier and started cam¬ 
paigning long back. 

0 - How, do you see the future of 
the nation? 

A: The eighties are going to be 
a very, very difficult period. The 
economic situation is going to be 
lifficult. the north-east is already in 
the doldrums, the internal adminis- 
tr.ntive machine is passing through 
the worst phase in its life. 'The appa¬ 
ratus of state is already being dama¬ 
ged. In view of the drought, the high 
price of energy, the international 
tensions, the spread of armaments 
and the movement of large fleets and 
armies, all this is going to cause a 
very difficult time ahead. It will re¬ 
quire political genius to meet the 
challenge of the times. I am afraid 
that the present outfit with which 
Mrs Gandhi wants to manage the 
affairs of state is too poor to foot the 
bi!l. It requires a great deal of com 
liK’hension, understanding, goodwill, 
.md. above all, objectivity, which Is 
totally lacking. I wish well of Mrs 
Gandhi, maybe she will change. But 
unless she changes I see grave times. 
'I’here will be social tensions, econo¬ 
mic tensions. Aren’t you seeing the 
growing number of atrocities on Ha- 
rijans everywhere? Just recently in 
UP, in Almora and Hatbras, we have 
seen this. Every day this is happening 
in spite of Mrs Gandhj’s claim that 
her government believes in the pro¬ 
tection of the weak. Now, how long 
can she sav that the Janata had spoilt 
thinfts? Well, that’s why ahe came, 
because the Janata had spoilt things. 
I am not boasting; but I became 
Chief Minister of UP and within a 


rwtnight a change wai viaible to 
«verybod.v. You can ask the admiaia- 
traforj. you con ask the common man 
whether or not a change woa visible. 
How long can we continue in this 
durkneis, and hear that in the last 
ruined every¬ 
thing? Is It that the work of 30 years 
before the Janata came was so fra- 
gile that the whole thing collapeed 
In three .yews? And even if k was 
broken In three years, why couldn't 
It te rebuilt In three weeks? We 
could have started so many things. 
For instance, a national wage struc¬ 
ture for teachers : a committee could 
have been set up to go into this. This 
IS only one small example. But noth- 
ing was start^. How much time 
docs Mrs Gandhi need? How mu^ is 
she asking for? This country irtli 
hartly give ten months. 

® ^ Mrs 

Gandhi will last? 


A: You can see my interview 
given to Hindustan in mid-January. I 
said, 100 days will prove whether or 
not this government has acquired a 
sense of direction and purpose. I am 
sorry to say that I have come to the 
conclusion that this government has 
no (direction or purpose). There will 
be trouble for Mrs Gandhi if she does 
not sort out things within a year. I 
will tell vou something. Before the 
Shahi Imam agreed to campaign for 
Mrs Gandhi during the last elections, 
he took it in writing from me that if 
something was not done within idO 
days, he Would leave. I wish Mra 
Gandhi well, she is the Prime Mini¬ 
ster of the country. I wish her gov¬ 
ernment a sense of direction, the 
healing touch this country needs it. 

Q; Do you thik that if Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi gets enough legislators in the 
Pajya Sabha she wiU try to diumge 
the Constitution? 

A: 1 don’t know. She is becoming 
very unpredictable, 

Q: Unpredictable? 

A; She Is only doing what suits 
her in the short term. SnbjectiviW 
is the primary consideration. Perso¬ 
nal outlook, personal gains, personal 
loss (no commitment) to any cause, 
not to any ideas. 

Q.‘ Loyalty aiso to Sanjaiy Gandhi? 

A: They nave become inseparable 
now. The mother means the son, and 
the son means the mother. 

Q: Will you contest the seat you 
have just resigned, loheti the election 
comes around? 

A: Wait and see. 





Can anyone stop 
the Congress(l) ? 


By M. J. AKBAR 
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Mrs Gand/it tn Rajiv Lochan temple of Raipur district with V. C. Shukla. 


'P\VENTY-three kilometers to the 
i west of Lucknow is Maiihabad, a 
Mnall town which has played a dis- 
pi'opurtjunately larae role la the 
history and culture of Awadh. Burqa- 
clad women and lair faced men wKh 
brisbliiiK martial moustaches, indicate 
the character ot this town. This is Pa- 
than territory, prosperous fields, Har¬ 
dens ot the delicious kaiam ntanHO, 
and this land has provided the com¬ 
manders and soldiers to a succession 
ot armies. (The Hindi film Junoon 
was partly shot in one of the oldest 
havens of Maiihabad and some of the 
eldciHy family women were upset that 
in a house where once tiaers roared, 
the sounds of dancers— naebaniyas— 
was now beine heard.) Baijnath 
Kurcel, a senior and respected 
member of the CoiiKress (I), is con¬ 
testing from here and bis victory is 
considered all but certain. Apart 
from the personal respect which Mr 
Kureel commands, the fact that his 
main opponent is from the Bharatiya 
lanata Party (BJP) iS enough to re¬ 
move any doubt amonx the Muslims 
about whom they should vote for. For 
them this is a classic Congress con¬ 
stituency represented by a national 
Congressman. 

The only surprise in the Assembly 
election of 1980 is why all the Con¬ 
gress (I) candidates in UP cannot he 
as sanguine as Mr Kureel is about 
his victory. The opposition, which 
seemed crushed by late April 


has suddenly revived by the last week 
of the campaign. Why isn’t Mrs 
Gandhi getting a two-thirds majority 
in all the nine states which are going 
to the poUs? Why have doubts begun 
to arise particularly about four states 
—UP, l^njab, Orissa and Tamil 
Nadu? It is hard to believe that Mrs 
Gandhi will not win, but even Con¬ 
gress (1) campaign managers are not 
as confident as they were when the 
nominations were being filed. 

This is the Summer of Apathy. 
There, is a marked disillusionment 
among the people, particularly since 
so much was expected of ‘The Hope 
of 1980’ after the despair of the 
Janata. For the people, all that 
seems to have happened after the 
return of Mrs Gandhi is that prices 
have continued to go up while the 
administration has continued to 
dither. 

The size of all political meetings 
including Mrs Gandhi’s has been 
astonishingly small. llie, blazing 
summer sun was not enough reason 
for the poor crowds. Only in the last 
phase of electioneering was some¬ 
thing akin to excitement visible. 
Tamil Nadu perhaps has been the 
most active: loudspeakers have been 
blaring out songs pregnant with 
political hints and films with blatant 
political messages have been showing 
on Madras screens for most of May. 
When Mrs Gandhi began her month¬ 
long election tour from the ‘safe’ 


state of Madhya Pradesh, both Con¬ 
gress and opposition leaders were 
astonished by the poor response she 
got. In fact, it was this more than 
anything else which put heart into a 
broken and disintegrating opposition. 
Coupled with this was the obvious 
anger among vast numbers of Con¬ 
gressman over the distribution of 
tickets. A whole new class of legisla¬ 
tors was being created and the tradi¬ 
tional Congressmen, who formed the 
backbone of the Party, suddenly found 
themselves with nothing in hand and 
nothing to look forward to. Mr H. 

N. Bahuguna was only the most strikr 
ing example of a widespread pbeno-' 
menon within the Congress (1). And 
the Congress (I) also realised that it 
would have to begin paying the price 
of being a ruling Party. Congressmen 
were regretting towards the end of 
May that President’s Rule had been 
imposed. They no longer had any 
clear targets; there was no longer a 
Banarasi Das in UP or a Ram Sundai 
Das in Bibar or an MGR in Tamil 
Nadu to blame for all the states' ills 
—drought relief, price rise, diesel 
shortage, law and order. Instead 
there was a Governor and an adminis¬ 
tration which the people clearly 
identified with the Congress CD. 

, Of course the ruling Party benefit¬ 
ed from President's Rule, particularly 
through reorganisation of the state 
machinery. UP has seen thousands of 
transfers of everyone from constables 
to gazetted officers in a government 
effort to make the administration 
more pliable to the Congress (I) needs. 
And during the elections the help of 
the administration can be Invaluable 
for any Party. The Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh has even gone on record with 
an astonishingly partisan statement 
in favour of the Congress (I). He 
said that be had doubts about whether 
a viable coalition government (wbi^ 
is the very best that the opposition 
can hope for) could be formed. In 
Punjab the stories of Garcha, the un¬ 
fortunate MP involved in the Poor- ; 
nima case, were making the rounds • 
and being exploited bv the Akalis. i 
They had even created a slogan out j 
of this; “Congress hi yehi pahehan; I 
Bogal mein larki, haath mein jooffl j 
(This is how you recognise the Con- i 
gress—a woman beside .you and bottle ! 
in hand)”. 

But the most effective weapon in 
the hands of the opposition remained 
prices, which was hardly surprising. 
Mrs Gandhi’s victory was partly due 
to rising prices, and people expected 
her to control them. Instead, sugar 
disappeared during the crucial 
marriage season. The verse with j 
which the Lok Dal wooed the women 
in the north was “Maar gaya malun- 
gai. Bahena; Bik gaya mera saara 
gahana; Ab mat sun Indiraka kahena 
(Rising prices has killed my sister; ' 
All my jewellery has been sold; Don't ! 
listen to Indira anymore)”. In Maha- j 
rashtra a Congress MP found that the ' 
audience which would wait for hours < 
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: ^uriiiK the lust canipaixn were melt' 
fiiiR away in 15 minutes. 

tf one were .iskc<l to name the 
{l-.aafc.st stale lor Mrs (iandhi one 
vtKnuld have to naiiu' Gujarat. The 
CoOKress (I) should x.iin comfortable 
victories in Maharashtra, Hajatthan 
.and Madhya Pradesh (althouxh Nanaji 
neshmukh insisted to this writer that 
the BJP would win in MP). One 
ttate in which Mrs Gandhi should 
do better than conventionally expect¬ 
ed Is Bihar. Not only has the choice 
of the CoDUTC-w (I) candidates been 
comparatively less controversial but 
the opposition is xonuinely divided. 
In theory the total opposition is 
divided into nine or ten groups but.in 


practice this is hardtv the case. In 
Punjab, the fight Is between Congress 
(I) and the Akali-CPI CPT (M) alliance 
with the BJP being a factoi* oidy in a 
few constitucndcs and nobody' else 
making any significant difference. In 
Maharashtra, it is again a triangular 
contest- with the Congress 0). the Con- 
gress fU), the BJP and the Janata 
Party making different triangles in 
different constituencies. And so on. 
Kven in UP. apart from the 80 odd 
scats where the BJP has a presence, 
the contest is a straight one between 
the Congress (I) and the Lok I>al. 
No one disputes the tact that not only 
IS the Lok Dal an iniportant force in 
UP but it is going to do much better 


than the forecasts of many commenta- 
loi's would indicate. But in Bihar, 
uol only is the opposition split but 
each spilinter has its own following. 

Let us compare the opposition in 
UP and Bihar. in UP neither the 
Congress (U) nor the CPI can make 
any real difference but in Bihar the 
f-’PI is strong enough for the joke to 
gain currency that the CPI should be 
renamed the CPB (Communist Party 
of Bihar). Similarly the Congress (U) 
under Ram Lakhap Yadav cannot be 
snee/cd at. After all the Party has 
four MPs with important regional 
leaders like Abdul Gafoor and Dbaram 
Bir Sinha. While the Lok Datt is a 
credible force in UP and can. wKh 
some legitimacy, tiaim to be the nu¬ 
cleus around which the opposition can 
tonn u coalition, the l^k Dal in Bihar 
can hardly make such a claim. Its 
individual strength. wiW in'fact be 
genuinely tested in this election. Tlie 
Liiiala I'arty is dead in UP but in 
Bihar, Satyemlra Naiain Singh has 
not vet allowed it to die. Lastly there 
is no H. N. Bahuguiia in Bihar. Bihar 
is .so ronfused that it is difficult to 
see the only Party which can pro- 
iiii.se .in uncomplicated Government, 
the Congress (I) losing. despHe the 
last minute cffoits at unity by the 
Lok Dal, Janata and Congress (U). 
Indeed, if the Congress (I) Joses in 
Bihar its fortunes will have declin^ 
at an unheard of pace. In Tamil 
Nadu the traditional enemies are 
once again in battle. It is clear that 
MGR. with the sympathy emanating 
Iroin his martyrdom after the dis- 
inissail of his Government, has the 
largest single vote. But is his follow¬ 
ing stiong enough in electoral terms 
to challenge and defeat the combined 
vote of the Congn-ssfl) and the DMK? 
According to one Congress (I) theorist 
MGR ^ight walk olf with as much 
as 40 per cent ol the votes but he 
will (lose the battle for seats as the 
2.5 per cent of the Congress (I) votes 
added to the 25 per tent DMK votes 
will give the alliance a clear lead. 
Soon enough we will see which 
theories were valid. 

Tlie opposition in Orissa bases its 
eonfidente on history. In the eSec- 
tions of 1971 the people of Orissa on 
the same day at the same general 
election gave Mrs Gandhi a hand¬ 
some maionty in the Lok Sabha but 
simult.iiicouslv defeated her in the 
Assembly polls. Both Biju Patnaik 
and Nandini Satpathy are contesting 
in the Assembly elections and iko- 
iectiiig themselves as future C^s 
Aic they finished or can they stiill 
convert their personalities into state- 
level votes? And just in case there i.s 
no clear majority for the CongressG), 
will Nandini Satpathy take her band 
of MLAs and lead a Congress (1) 
Ministry?. Of course, there might hi 
the end be no need to answer most 
of these questions. The CongressfT) 
could torm Governments without any 
help everywhere. Certainly one month 
ago nobody expected the opposition 
to prevent a clean sweep by Mrs 
Gandhi. The unlly news is that it 
might be unwise to declare victory 
before the returning officers, in the 
hundreds of constituencies, officially 
.iiinuuncv the results. a 



Bahar chohe to ley jaayei horn se 
range-hayat 

Hamara hhom-e-jigar hat har ik 
('haman ke live. 

(Urdu couplet on a board outside 
the entrance to Mr H. N. Bahu 
guna‘s hous<‘ m Delhi) 

IKVKN u.m., May 23, 
Kanpur. A stage lia.s 
hcjen erected at one 
intersection of a busy 

-It'howk, and a huge 

larger-than-life plywood cutout of 
a striding Bahuguna duiiiinates 
the scene. A large, crowd is wait¬ 
ing in silenci'. By seven thirty, the 
.star of the evening comes: he i.s 
literally carried onto the stage on 
the shouldiu's of enthusiastic ad¬ 
mirers. II. N. Bahuguna has cuine 
to explain to the people of Kanpiii 
why lie letl tlie Party he had join¬ 
ed six iiioiiths ago. And the crux 
of his message was: vote for who¬ 
ever you like, but don’t vote fur 
Mrs Gandhi. The people listened 
with rapt attention. Wc will only 
know by June 1 whether his mess¬ 
age has made its impact on the 
people or nut: after all, Bahu- 
guna’s appeal bad one drawback; 
he had no specific Party to offer 
as an alternative to the Con¬ 
gress (I). 

A city like Kanpur, with a 
strong Muslim population, and a 
large working class, is a good place 
to test the impact that Bahuguna 
can make on the coming Assembly 
polls in UP. His support is largely 
among Muslims, the people of the 
hill areas, and sections of the 
urban population. But in a situa¬ 
tion where the gap between the 
Congress (1) vote and the opposi¬ 
tion (led by Chaudhary Charan 
Singh’s Lok Dal) vote in a couple 
of percentage points, any shift in 
the voting could mean the diffei^ 
ence between a narrow victory 
and a narrow defeat. 

The 1974 Assembly elections in 
UP are still remembered with a 
variety of emotions, ranging from 
awe to disgust. The Congress was 
In poor shape, but Chief Minister 
fobuguna was in diarge of the 
Pirty’s campaign. In what is con¬ 



sidered a miracle of many kinds, 
Bahuguna managed to get the 
Congress 213 si-ats — less than a 
majority, but enough to form a 
governiiient with a handful of de¬ 
fectors. Can Bahuguna do for the 
opposition what it did tor the rul¬ 
ing Party in 1974 — that is. tin 
the neatly balanct'd soiles? 

TlK'ie is no doubt about one 
thing Baliugunu’s bitterness 
against the Congress (I). On Mav 
21, he b(-gai) his campaign against 
Mrs fiaiidlii fioin a town which is 
railed home by both Bahuguna 
and Mrs Gaadlii; Allahabad. He 
then went to Lucknow, where he 
addressed a meeting on the even¬ 
ing of May 21 — the same evening 
Mrs Gandhi licid two roadside 
meetings in the city (this was the 
first time, she was holding street- 
comer meetings in l.ucknow: on 
every previous ou-asion she ad- 
ilrcssnd the crowds at more spaduus 
locations). Bahuguna then moved 
to Kanpur, and from there, via 
Delhi to GarhwaJ, from where he 
won the scat in Parliament. After 
Garhwal, he would return to the 
plains, and finally end bis efforts 
with a last meeting in Patna. But 
will this be sufficient ? 

Mr Bahuguna may have chang¬ 
ed sides four times in the 
last four years, but there has been 
one element of consistency in all 
this — each time, he has ended up 
on the winning side, whether the 
odds seemed stacked for him or 
against him. Has he joined the 
winning side again ? It might not 
seem so at the moment. But it 
would be foolish to underestimate 
him. His secretary, Rahman, told 
me that he intended to put up an¬ 
other couplet on the door, along 
with the one quoted at the begin¬ 
ning when Bahuguna moves on to 
his next, non-ministerial, house in 
Delhi This couplet will go like 
this: 

Kuch aur bhi hakt meri zindagi ki 
tasweerein 

Main woh nahin jo mere doston ne 
samjha hai. 

M. J AKBAR 




The birth of 
a new lobby 

M r Bflhl ii in ifflmat rwUu* 
ritiur and runa one ol the 
b«!8t Mtini houata in aouth B<mi* 
bay. He la contwtinf the eliotiona 
aa the Congreaa (J) omcUdate from 
the Colata conatituency. Mr Bahl 
l epreaenu the new lotoy that 1, 
Safdarjung Road wanta to atren- 
gtben in Thoinbay, the Mecca of 
money, the treaaure laland of the 
country’s political money-hunters. 
In the last few years the business 
community though primarilly skiing 
with the Congress (1), had become 
an unreliable aiiy. In fact, in 1877 
business houses wens divided, with 
the Marwaris hnandag the Con¬ 
gress (1) and the more traditional 
business houses siding with the 
right-wing Parties. This was accen¬ 
tuated by the victory of the Janata 
in 1977, and continued in the 1980 
Parliamentary elections. When busi. 
ness men realised that the Janata’s 
days were numbered, they hed¬ 
ged their bets. While their pre¬ 
dilections remained basically 
where they were, they went out 
of their way to contribute to the 
Congress ( 1 ) coffers. 

Sitibe businessmen have become 
unreliable, most of them being 
fair-weather friends. 1, Safdar- 
jung Road has clearly decided on 
a lobby of its own, namely the 
hotel and tourism lobby. Tnis is 
where Mr Bahfl becomes very im¬ 
portant. 

The hotel lobby has alwa.Y8 
been pampered by the govern- 
luent. In fact, Mr Oberoi got his 
second tower sanctioned in Bom¬ 
bay only through the infiueoce of 
the Congreas (I) in the Bombey 
Munlcipell Corporation. It ii eald 
that during the Emergencyi there 
was a propoael to bring down 
price! of eateUea hy 12.5 per cent 
in the boteli. It waa nut to prac¬ 
tice in ell the ftradi twp and 
grade three boteli end reateu- 
ranta, but the five atar taotala re¬ 
futed to toe the line. They lobbied 


purview of tbe 12.5 per oast cut, 
and reportedly euooieded after 
donetlng the prooaeda of three 
deya’ aiilee to tbe Chief Mini- 
ater’i fund end the Prime Mlni- 
ater’a fund. While the hotel loMy 
la in a poeltioa to render eno^ 
moug fevoura, from rooma to food, 
it ii elao e milch cow. How uaa- 
tul it la to have the hotel lobby 
on one'a side becomes obvioua 
when one reeda how the political 
Mby, whether tot tlexeta or 
change of Chief Mlniatera, meeta 
in hotel auitea. In Bombay, auitea 
at the Bits and the NataraJ aerve 
ai abamianaa for tbe Mabaraahtra 
Pradeab Ccocreea variety of soli- 
tidana. The Taj luite la uied Itv 
the Itkea of Mr DevaraJ Urs and 


Rajnl Patti. As ■ fund collection 
lource it it g hottpmku tNgsu». 
For IsMnct, It is laid that the 
Sharsd Fewer CeMset hid, taken 
e decislos to restriot the distrllm- 
tkm of Uoanoan for sew bars in 
the dty end ssterbi. But •aoo^ 
ding to Nverel l^llera, them 
licancee could bt nad for Ba bra 
lakhs and there ware about 20 
licences givra during Mr Pawsr’s 
regime. 

The coming daye wBl see tbe 
hotel lobby growing stronger un¬ 
der the patronage of the Congress 
(1) which Is expected to sweep 
the poUa in Maharashtra. Mr 
Bahl’a main rival ia former MLA 
Ranjit Bhanu of tbe Janata (JP) 
and tbe mher ia tbe BJ?*! Harish 
.Tagtioni, aon-in-Iaw of tbe top tax 
consultant Mr Bahl is supported 
ironically by another Janata res¬ 
taurateur Mr Manmohan Singh 
Bed! who probably has tbe coun¬ 
try’s one and ondy SOO^eater res¬ 
taurant in Bombay. One can see 
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Vasantdada Patu 

how Party latereata taka e back 
aeat when pr^rty Intereati ere 
at ateke. Mr Bhuu is depending 
on the votes of the hotel workers 
who numbsr shout 15,000 u ths 
Coisbs constltuaqr, 

The sugsr lobby will be 
Ing an InterestlBg battle in 
Sfaerad Pswsr's oonstltuency, Ba-. 
rsmatl. His ConireH (1) rival is 


longs to the shepherd community. 
Cbaifman of tbe Meere Cooperd- 
tlve Sugar Factory'Mr Ch<^e 
bu not only the support of ths 
sitting MP. m Shiaker Rao Patil, 
who won w 17.000 votes in this 
Assembly Conatituency but also 
the support of the Juste rager 
baron Mr Sembajiru Kekade. Mr 
Kakade is s ^sr rival of Mr 
Pswsr and added to Us many 
grouses agsinst Mr Pawar is the 
fact that the letter supported Mr 
Mohan Dhsiia from the Baremsti 


Junta cudidata. 

OLGA TELUS. Bombay 

































MGR without an answer 






t 


M gr is a little sore that his 
politicad film Idudhati en Badil 
(This is my answer) may not be 
completed before the elections 
But the soRHs from the film are 
being used everywhere. Songs 
which praise Annadurai’s sagacity, 
extol his hmnauity and bemoan 
the beUayeis who discredited Anna 
(for betrayers read Messrs Karu- 
nanidhi and company). 

If the DMK was the first to 
launch the poll campaign, its rival 
AlADMK was not far tehind. The 
DMK is contesting 110 seats in 
conjunction with its ally the Con¬ 
gress (I) which is ^so contesting 


no seats. The AlADMK is con¬ 
testing 172 seats and the remain¬ 
ing 62 seats are being shared bet¬ 
ween the two Cominuiiist Parties, 
the Gandhi Kamraj National Con¬ 
gress, the Lok Dal and the Con¬ 
gress. There is jubilation in the 
DMK camp that Mrs Gandhi has 
confirmed that Kaninanidhi will 
indeed become the next Chief 
Minister if their "progressive 
alliance" wins in the election. But 
senior DMK leaders are appre¬ 
hensive about the outcome of the 
elections because they know that 
Kaninanidhi does not today have 
the some charisma that be posses¬ 
sed in 1971. And since the DMK is 


contesting only 109 seats, Kanma- 
nidhi’s dependence on the Congress 
(I) is inevitable. 

But MGR is not worried. In fact, 
he is convinced of his personid 
charisma. Of late the rural masses 
have flocked to listen to hhn. 
Naturally he has been thinking 
about victory: “If we vrtn a majo¬ 
rity and form a Government, we 
won’t mind working in cor^ra- 
tion with Mrs Gandhi at the Cen¬ 
tre. The January election (to the 
Lok Sabha) was more of a vote 
for Mrs Gandhi to establish a sta¬ 
ble Government at the Centre. 
The May state Assembly election 
will be a vote for a stabile and cor¬ 
ruption-free Government at the 
state level and surely the people 
will choose the AlADMK and its 
allies.” Though MGR’s Tamil is no 
match for Karunanidhi’s hard-hit¬ 
ting alliterative prose, he has ne- 
vertheleas managed to muster a 
group of writers who have come 
out with carping criticism of tlte 
DMK leader. Very little criticism, 
however, has been directed against 
Mrs Gandhi. When MGR’s Secto¬ 
ral partners like the CPI (M) and' 
the CPI criticise Mrs Gandhi, the 
film actor-politician is quite emba¬ 
rrassed. This has had an effect. 
The (HP! (M) leader, P. Rama- 
murthy, has recently remarked 
that his Party’s support to MGR 
Is not unconditional and may not 
last forever. 

ARTHUR PAIS, Madras 


^It^apied by luck 


was 

w- started 

to.' ' csndMates. 

' IMfeflaigatar.wdio had flUd his nomi- 
nation papers the . Cnagressd) 
candidate was surprised to find 
that ha had .not been gUotted the 
band svaboL He was informed 
that he weald not be. jdven the 
..-sMboi singe he had-aueady wtth- 
Imtn from the eledwajk. Bnt 
. ImiHrakar wdnld not agtae state 
\,-‘m 'wid :wR»drawan. pPly one 

ttotainatton pdpera filed 
The retnraing offker 
v- Jli S fi d tiMt -the provided 
\Kp|Fnr iMthdrawiI ^candidature 
dn of nominatioa paper. Thus 
was no longer an eligi- 
dtndidate. So the question of 
allotment ti any symbol to him 
, did. not arise. The officer 
V also /added that the list of with- 
". dravtals, which contained Deep- 
ankai^S name, had already been 
..-paMisiied to which no one had 


raise*.' any objection, not even 
Deepsokar. himself. 

This caused a flutter in the, 
Congressd) camp. DeepUnkar and ' 
others made a desperate bid to ' 
have the mistake remedied but the. ‘ 
teturttlng officer would not budse. 
When the aaws reached the state 
electfon department in Jaipur, 
there was ali-ronnd panic. After 
ah, it concerned a candidate pf 
the ruling Party. Immediately, a 
high offidal from the election de-. 
partment talked to the retnrniQg 
officer^on the ohode. I’he official, 
advised that the intention behind.- 
Deepankar's withdratral of one ’ 
set of nomination papers did not 
mean, that he was withdrawing 
his candidalttre. The returning 
officer quoting rules pleaded bU 
helphsuoess since he cotuld not 
heed the adwoe'which' Was con* 
traiy to law: A meeting of high 
offioals of the -efecUon deport¬ 
ment followed and later on the 
district etemon officer was asked 
to stop printing of baRot papers 
tin the maner was finally settled. 
The printing of ballot papers is 
generally started immediately 
after the symbols are allotted. The 


postal ballots 
within 49 hbttij. 
of symhohi, y| 
alectorsl mie» 
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Caste feud 
over new 
Bihar CM 

r [£ latest election joke doing 

the rounds in Patna is that 
Sanjay Gandhi is contesting the 
Assembly elections from the dty 
itself. How? All the four seats in 
Patna city have been allotted to 
unknown Sanjayites. This has onh 
heightened the underlying tensioni 
between the Rajputs and the Brah¬ 
mins who are vying with each 
other to curry favour with either 
Mrs Gandhi or her son. The Cdn- 
gressfl) in the state has been 
divided into warring camps. 

The question uppermost in every¬ 
body’s mind is; if the Congress (I) 
comes to power, who will be the 
next Chief Minirter? If a dtoice is 
to be made from within the state. 
Dr. Jagannath- Mishra, the Emer¬ 
gency Chi^ Minister and the 
Legislature Party chief appears to 
be the most likely candidate. He 
is believed to be in the good books 
of both Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay 
Gandhi and has thus acquired for 
bis supporters the lion’s share of 
Party tickets. Not only was his 
opinion sought by the Prime Min¬ 
ister during the removal of the 
Janata appointed Chief Secretary, 
Mr L, Dayal. he also succeeded in 
persuading Mrs Gandhi to retain 
the present inspector-general of 
Police, Mr S. K. Chatterjee In 
favour of Mr Fazal Ahmad, a re¬ 
placement suggested by the Raj- 

S ut lobby within the Congress(I). 

>r. Mishra’s main rival appears 
to be Mr Kedar Pandey, the Bihar 
PCC(I) president. The fact that 
Mr Pandey does not enjoy the 
confidence of Mr Sanjay Gandhi 
places him secqnd In the running. 

In the event of the mantle fall¬ 
ing on the shoulder of a state poli- 
tidan now at the Centre, the best 
rated are Mr Sitaram Kesari and 
Mr Bhisma Narain Singh. It Is at 
this point that the Brahmin and 
Rajput rivalry comes into promi- 


Dr Jaacmnafft iiiihra 






SotiMiidra Narain Singh 


nence. The Rajputs who support 
Mr Bhisma Narain Singh are trv 
Jug to isolate the Brahmins. 
Meanwhile they are trying to win 
over Mr Sanjay Gandhi with the 
help of Mr Sania.y Singh, the Con- 
gressfl) leader from UP who is 
taking an avid interest in the 
affairs of Bihar. The objective ot 
the Rajput camp is naturallv to 
send as many of their own oom- 
muttity to the Assembly as possi¬ 
ble. 

But it may be difficult for the 
Conmss(I) to get the required 
number of seats to form a Govern¬ 
ment. That is what the opposition 
wants and has been waiting for. 
The opposition lobby headed by 
the Janata chief, Mr Satyendra 
Narain Singh, may join hands 
with the Rajput faction in the 
Congress(I) to put up a Rajput 
CM. If their strategy succeeds then 
the new Chief Minister might be 
Mr Bhisma Narain Singh. How¬ 
ever, from the point of view of 
Mrs Gandhi Mr Singh’s prospects 
do not appear to be very bright. 
He has already been relieved of 
his communifation portfolio in 
favour of Mr. C M. Stephen. His 
name has also been left out of 
the state drought relief committee. 
Mr Sitaram Kesari, on the other 
hand, is the man closest to Sanjay 
Gandhi in Bihar and was the only 
leader from the state to shape the 
final list of Bihar Congress (I) 
candidates. The fact that he be¬ 
longs to the badcward community 
' may work in his favour. 

I If the pipedlream of the opposi- 
• tioa ot forming a government 
comes true then they will have to 
unite to form a government. In 
that case the Janata chief. Mr 
Satyendra Narain Sinidi. MP. Mr 
Karpoori Thakur of the Lok Dal 
and Mr Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav 
of the (^ncress(U) will fight it 
out among themselves for the 
Chief Ministership. The three 
Par^ leaders failed to readi a poll 
acGOid hecanse they could not sort 
Old the question of Chief Minister- 
ship among themselves. 

ARUN RANJAN. Patna 



Your fridqa. Air Conditioner and TV 
need the Keltron VoltaQo Stabiliser 
protection right now. Postpone 
your purchase even for a day and 
you might end up paying a heavy 
bill for repairing a burnt-out 
equipment. 
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Mother and son 


In tht Madl^ya Bharat ragion of MP royalty atitl swaya tha maaaaa and what battar 
way to raflaot currant political raaiitiaa than for partisan politiea to antar and 
split tha Seindia royal family. Rsjmata VIJaya Raja taada thaBharatlya Janata Party 
campaign whiia son Madhavrao is in tha Congrass(l).AJOY BQSE apoka to both 


"He deserted 
me when 
I needed him 
most" 


Mrs Vijaya Raja Seindia, Rajmata 
of Gwalior, is undatarrad by bar 
ignominous defeat in thf laft Lok 
Sabha elections. She is campaign¬ 
ing furiously in Madhya Pradesh' 
for tha Bharapya Janata Party. 
Among her major political oppo-, 
nants in tha State is her own son 
Madhavrao Seindia, who is cam¬ 
paigning for the Congrass(l). 



<94 


Q : What does it feel like, having 
I/our son as your moin polUieai 
opponent in the state? 

A; Wbat can 1 do? He does aot 
listen to me any more. He thinks he 
Is being very clever. Once Mrs Gan. 
dhi gives him a few slaps, he will 
leant. Then be wgl come back to 
me. 

Q; Your ton tovs that ha has- 
Joined the Indira Coturress because 
ne considers Mrs Gonani the most 
progressive force in the country. 
Please comment. 

A: It’s just the opposite. Mrs 
Gandhi is not progressive. She is just 
the opposite. Does he consider the 
Emergency progressive? She is a 
dictator •>* *he worst kind. How can 
my son that she is progressive? 

Q: Has your persoruu relationship 
with your son deteriorated ever since 
he joined the Congress? 

A: I am not a hypocrite. I can 
say that our relationship remains cop 
dial. Naturally it has deteriorated. 
How can it remain the same after 
he has .done such a tiling to me? 

a ; Your son ir very hurt that 
la ha has not criticiHd you in 
public, you have dona so. 

A: He is hurt I Has be ever atoj^ 
id to think bow I feel? At the time 
needed him moat, he deaerted me. 
Children never atop to conaider the 
feeAlnp of their parents. They only 
think of their own feelings. How can 
T avoid criticising him If he ia my 
main political opponent in the itatet 
It’s Just ,not poaiihie. 

Q; Do you thi^ that a divided 
SoMia family is going, to offset the 
ANcmbly aiaetioifsf 
A: It will to a certain extent, de*. 
finitely. But at every public meeting. 
1 try to explain why the diviaion toox 

ft aoe. I am aura that the people will 
I convinced end vote for the Bhe< 
ritlya Janata Party... 

S ! But they did not during the 
•(erm ppili., 

A; These lest four mimthi have 
proved that Mrt Gandhi ia not able 
to do anything but make empty pro¬ 
mises. I think that the people have 

i earned a lesson and will not vote (or 
ler again. 

. Q; Do you feel that Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party ia more oohsrant than the 
old Janata Party? 

A; Ob yet. Now we are of the 
same idMl^. It Ic like (the situa¬ 
tion) in 1067 when I was In the Jana 
Saagh. We all think the same way 
it is inudh easier to function. 

Q.‘ What do you think are the elec¬ 
tion prospects in Modhva Pradesh? 

A; It will be a tough flght but I 
think we will ultimately triumph. 


"I will accept 
whatever 
.Mrs Gandhi 
decides" 


Although he joined the Congrass(l) 
only a few months back. Madhavrao 
Seindia in his short career in tha 
Party has already overshadowed 
old Congress heavyweights in the 
State like P. C. Sethi and V. C 
Shukla. For instance, in the coming 
State Assembly elections, his can¬ 
didates have got precedence parti¬ 
cularly in the Gwalior division over 
most other State leaders. Young 
and dapper, the Orrford-educeted 
SS-yaar-old ex-Maharaja has bean 
travailing in an imported helicopter 
over tha rugged terrain of the’ 
Gwalior division to garner support 
for tha Congrassfl) in tha Assam- 
biy alactlons. 


old feu. 


I't think __ 

to wm the MP* 


people M,vmore. My 
ive tnit illution. 1 don^ 


I mother 

_j’t. Whit 

•bout tod 


la 

1 

ivo 


Q : The Seindia family hoc abaaya 
had a daeisha fnjluanea over 
Aseembly elections in the Gwalior 
division. Now, for the first time, the 
house of Seindia is eUvided. Do you 
thinh your mother's mpofition to you 
will POOS 0 ssrious maUmtM tojha 
election prospeete of the Inoim Con* 
greif in this rtgionf 
A: FlnitSy. 1 don 
dll glory ie enough 
port of p( 

may hev« ..—- ^ 

people are botbeipd about today 
getting tUngi done. And I thw 
can claim with i^e pride that I ht- 
got a number of tblngf^done for tUi 
region Indudlng a number of agrlcul* 
tural and induitrial j^jacts in Just 
tbe laet three moatbi. ^ _ 

Q: But sttraW ore toh^ 
odoantoge of being the former malw 
raja of the area? , . 

A: There ii no doubt my 
family bodtground 

tote. I am also proud M tha Sdima 
tradition. But, I Mrsonallywould Uto 
to detedi myeetf es mueli powble 
from my femly end te rewiabea 
for my own mwti. ^ ^ . 

Q: Don’t you jwd ft diAeuft to 
explain why you how 
which woe directlu respoiwlMa for 




sendmq your own mother to jail? 

A: The point here i£ to not sec 
one’s p4rfitical attitudes on a purely 
personal level. 1 don’t agree with the 
arrest of my mother during the 
Emergency. But 1 don’t think that 
makes it impossible to be with the 
Congress Party. I think that Mrs 
Gandhi is the main progressive force 
in the country and I think she is the 
only person who can solve the many 
roblems facing India. Whatever may 
ave happened to me personally or 
to my family is subsidiary to this. 
And I am not the only one. There are 
many like me. For instance 1 know 
of this loyal Congress worker ipr Gwa¬ 
lior who spent me whole 19 months 
of the Emergency behind bars. There 
was obviously some stu|Hd mistake. 
But be is still with Mrs Gandhi. I 
think it is the people who cringed 
and bowed during the Emergency 
and wrote l^jtters of apology to the 
government are the ones who are 
BOW opposing Mrs Gandhi. It was a 
difficult decision for me to join the 
Congress Party but I know I have 
done ri^t to see things politically 
first and then personally. 

Q; Your mother has been very 
Wrier about your joining the Indira 
Coreas. Has your versoned relation¬ 
ship deteriorated with her a/tpr you 
became her poUticai opponent? 


A: As far cis 1 am concerned, I 
don’t see why different political be¬ 
liefs should influence personal rela¬ 
tions. That is why I have never criti¬ 
cised my mother on a public plat¬ 
form. She on the other hand, at every 
public meeting, comes out personally 
against me. In the last mid-term 
polls, I deliberately avoided going to 
Rae Bareli and campaigning. My 
mother spent one full day in my con- 
stRueiuy abusing me. This in spite of 
the fact I had earlier toQd her that 
we should avoid each other’s cunsti- 
tuenacs. Anyway, even in these 
AssemWy elections, I won’t talk about 
her. Let her talk against me. It is 
her wish. 

G: Coming to the bitterness you 
have caused inside the Congress (I) 
in Madhya Pradesh, there are a num¬ 
ber of old Congress leaders and wor¬ 
kers who allege that you have been 
overnight given precedence over them 
particularly in the matter of distribu 
tion of Assembly seat tickets? 

A: There is bound to be some 
heartburn after the distribution of 
election tickets. Some people will 
have to be rejected and they will 
naturally resent it. 1 think tempers 
will cool down soon and they will 
learn to accept the Party leadership’s 
decision. 


Q: But there is a rebel Congrim 
conoidate in almost every coiuitfu 
tency in the Gwalior and Chambal 
tUvisions. 

A: It’s unfortunate that this has 
happened. I am travelling all over 
and trying to explain that Congress¬ 
men should remain united and fight 
the opposKion. 1 think I will tucreed. 

S People are also clwrging you 
giving a large number of tickets 
to your own staff or as they describe 
it mahal kae chamche? 

A: Yuu must have heaid this 
from opposition politicians. 

Q: No, ordirwry people told me 
this. 

A; 'fbcii they must have been 
misled. The only staff member of 
mine who has been given a ticket Is 
Mahendra .Singh. But he too is a for¬ 
mer MIJV 1 think all this talk of 
mahal kae chamche is just propagan¬ 
da by the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Q. According la what the people 
.say, you have been given as many as 
20 tickets out of 34 m this division, 
out of which eight have gone to your, 
own .staff members? 

A: I wish it were true. I have got 
only nine tickets out of 34{with the 
exception of Mahendra Singh, none 
are my staff members. 

Q: Do you Ihtnk this feeling 
among the people is likely to erode 
your chances in the Assembly elec¬ 
tions? 

A: Well, to a certain extent, it 
will but I hope to convince the peo¬ 
ple to vote for us. 

Q: So you think it will be smooth 
sailing for you in the Assembly elec¬ 
tions? 

A: No, no. In the Gwalior and 
Chambal divisions, it will be a tough 
fight. 'This is the main citadel of the 
opposition forces in the state. In fhc 
1977 Assembly elections, the Congress 
won only two out of seats, one hf 
86 votes and the other by 2,000 votes. 
But in spite of this. I am confident 
we will win. 

Q: Most people who had joined j 
the Congress just before the mid- ! 
term polls have been relegated to 1 
.secondary posUbms by Mrs Gandhi. | 
How have you been the exception? I 
A; Well that’s a difficult question | 
to an.swer. But all I can say is that Mrs j 
Gandhi must have been convinced of j 
my sincerity for doing something for 
this region. I 

Q: .Some people say that you are j 
strongly lipped to be .(he neart Chief ' 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh. Will you 
accept the Chief Ministership? 

A: I will accept whatever Mrs | 
Gandhi decides. j 

Q; You say that you want to move- I 
away from old feudal traditions. How | 
do you then tolerate people touching | 
your feel all the time as the maha¬ 
raja? 

A; You know, it is a difficult 
thing to break old feudal norms and 
loyalties. I feel distinctly uncomfor¬ 
table when people touch my feet but 
if I tell them not to, they will consi- . 
der it an affront because they tjiink 
it is traditional. One should make the 
tr.insition slowly, not hurriedly. T am 
trying slowly to get over this maha¬ 
raja bii.sincss. 1 know it will be diffi- | 
cult, but H can be done. ■ i 
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LIVING 


Sham shaadi 



Hviw about MttlBK foreiKn 
ttwrlsta to “participate” 
in an Indian weddinx? 
Dlls experiment was 
tried recently in the pink 
dty of Jaipur and. ao- 
oordinp to Prakaah Bban- 
dari, worked famously 
with a (Troup of Frendi 
tourists. It was Denzil 
Coelho’s idea; an Indian 
based in Paris, he was 
txinductiait the firoup on 
an Indian tour. CoeSho 
deddMi that instead of 
wltaesslna a typical Rajas' 
than! weddina with all its 
paraphernalia, the tour¬ 
ists should satisfy their 
curiosity by actually par 
tidpatina jn one. He. 
wrote to Udesii Sherma. 
the aenerai manaaer of 
the hotel in Jaipur i^ere 
the tourists were expect¬ 
ed to stay, askina him 
<0 prepare for a "mock 
marriaae”. Taken aback. 
Sharma wrote to Coelho’s 
employees in ^mbay re- 
questina them to coofinn 
the contents of Coelho's 
letter. They did and 
fauflf amused and half sur¬ 
prised, Sharma beaan 
preparina for the “mar- 
riaae” like the oonven- 
tioaaO father of a Rajas¬ 
thani bride. 

It was an unusual ex¬ 
perience for Sharma, but 
he was determined to 
■tnge a grand perform¬ 
ance. An elepbant was 
engaged for the dutha, 
horses for the baradt. 


Musidans were hired. A 
mandap, mode <r pure 
silver, was erected and 
the hoteS's foyer was de¬ 
corated with colourful 
bulbs and flowere. When 
the French tourists ar¬ 
rived. they were asked 
to select the bride and 
groom from amma them¬ 
selves. Maurice Avrillon 
was chosen as the groom; 
Mrs Simone Lambert as 
the bride. NeHber Mrs 
Avrillon nor Mr Lambert 
—^wife and husband of 
the "groom” and "bride” 
respectively — objected 
to the "marriage.” The 
other tourists were to be 


a part of the baral —the 
men dressed in chtaidar 
pyjama, sharwani and 
safa (turban) and the 
women in Uihanga with 
dopatlas. A local make¬ 
up man provided beards 
and moustaches for the 
men; the hotcQ beautician 
belp^ the women to 
dress for the occasion. 
An assistant manager of 
the hotel. Bajendra Gos- 
wami, was chosen to per¬ 
form the Kanyadan. 
Though he looked youn¬ 
ger than the bride, Mrs 
Lambert, Goswami g^eed 
to play the part of her 
father. 


The procession proceed- 
ing the actual ceremony 
was a spectacle. Mr Av¬ 
rillon, the groom, rode on 
the elephant like a Raj¬ 
put prince, grinning from 
ear to ear. The baratia 
danced and sang to the 
music of the shehnai. Mr 
Lambert clanced too, un¬ 
perturbed by the fact 
that bis wife was soon to 
be “married” to another 
man. Mrs Lambert play¬ 
ed the part of a coy 
bride well enouglr except 
when, unable to resist the 
temptation, she ran up to 
the elephant and insisted 
on riding with the groom. 
Goswami, as her father, 
rose to the occasion and 
tried to disaiade her, but 
the bride was a rebel 
who eventually had her 
way. Once on the ele¬ 
phant. .she threw conven¬ 
tion to the winds and 
kissed the groom smack 
on his lips. 

The phet’os around the 
fire were conducted bv 
two pundits while Coelho 
explained the various 
marUras to the tourists. 
After the "marriage” was 
solemnised, the Inide, 
groom and baratis were 
treated to a coQourfuI 
Rajasthani dance. The 
last word was Goswami’s: 
he cautioned everyone — 
albeit lightheartedly — 
that no dowry had been 
involved. 


County bounty 


When Sunil Gavaskar sig¬ 
ned for Somerset, not all 
his admirers in India were 
happy: the maioritv felt 
that countv cricket was 
hardiv bis cup of tea. 
Amidst a great deal of 
scepticism, on May 9 this 
year, Gavaskar joined bis 
Somerset colleagues who 
bad already had two 
weeks of rigor(Hi.s cricket 
In the Sthwepocs County 
Chamoioashios. The next 
day. with his skipper 
Brian Rose, he shattered 
vet another record in a 
5$<>ver Benson and Hed¬ 
ges match against Kent. 
Though Kent is no longer 
a formidable force on the 
county circuit. H stiHl 
boasts of Asif Iqbal, Bub 
Woolmer. Derek Under¬ 
wood and Chris Tavare. 
Gavaskar scored a dbance- 
toss 90 with 12 hits to the 



fence while Brian Rose, at 
the other end. slammed 
an unbeaten 137—the last 
36 runs with six mighty 
sixes. Somerset emerged 
triumphant but the tables 
were turned the very next 
day when the two coun¬ 
ties played a 40-ovcr John 
Player League game. Ga¬ 
vaskar scored 40 in rou¬ 
ghly 46 minutes but Kent 
won by a 13Tun margin. 
Then, on May 17, Gavas¬ 
kar got bis first countv 
ton~123 against Middle- 
sex, with three sixes and 
12 fours. It was a display 
of immaculate baHing. a 
blond of caution and 
ruthless aggression. So¬ 
merset lost the match hv 
one run. but the Indian 
star was the hero of the 
d8.v. If has been a good 
start for him this summer. 


Capital 

punishment 

So .you’re suffering from 
insomnia because mosqui¬ 
toes arc buzzing around 
your ears. Well, if you 
are a resident of Delhi 
you need not lose any 
sleep over it—IHerully, 
that is. Don't woriy 
about any of those mos¬ 
quito repcllants and 
creams; ju-st reach for ilie 
nearest telephone and diud 
the number 344284. Pro¬ 
vided your telephone is in 
working order, you will 
get through to the central 
control room of the mala¬ 
ria department of the 
municipal '-corporation. 
Since the mosquito pro¬ 
blem is grave in the 
capital, the department is 
meant to provide instant 
relief to harassed re¬ 
sidents of the aty. 
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The French disconnection! East BengaTs Ayatollah 



There wai tliie recent 
incident when Rekha and 
Moushunii were botih on 
the sets of Daasi. A 
French television crew 


It Iheie hud been u 
beauty contest amooK the 
women participants at tire 
liilb Asian Table Tennis 
Championship which end- 
ed at Calcutta on May 
tti, the honours would 
have been cornered by 
three stunningly pretty 
sisters from Pakistan. 
With their bewitching 
looks and charming ways 
alone, Rubina Shakoor 
and her two sisters. 
Seem a and Nazo w.on the 
hearts of evetvoitc privi- 


that was hovering around 
was focussing its 
camera leii.scs on MoU' 
shunii and virtuuiUy ig¬ 
noring Rekha. The rea¬ 
son, it seems, was that 
someone had warned thenf 
about the star’s temper, 
her tantrums and her re¬ 
cent boycott of the Press, 
initially all went well 
but there soon came a 
stage in the proceedings 
when R^cha could take 
no more. She approach¬ 
ed one of the members 
of the French team and 
said that they rauld him 
her while she was re¬ 
hearsing. And she add¬ 
ed ' by way of caution 
^at they were on no ac¬ 
count to disturb her 
while a shot was in pro¬ 
gress. But nothing hap¬ 
pened. The Frenchman 
failed to react and Rekha 
ooulld not understand why 
he seemed to be paying 
no attention to b<>r ad¬ 
vice. Then some kind 
soul went up to the dis¬ 
appointed actress and ex¬ 
plained that the Frenth- 
man did not understand 
a word of English. 
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P. K. Banerjee (back to cameraj 


While the team events 
during the Asian Table 
Tennis Champion.shio pro¬ 
gressed. one ol the most 
ronspiciious people in the 
Press box wa.s |iust Ben¬ 
gal's lootball coach. P. K. 
Banerjee. One of the 
clain)s he made was that 
be cou'id deal better with 
Muslims than Avatollah 
Khomeini And how ex¬ 
actly could he prove that, 
asked a listener, “The 


Thrice blessed 


ieged eiiougl, to eiilei 
the arena. Clad modest 
ly in tbeii traditional 
salwar and kamcez, thi 
three set many a heart 
aflutter. 

S. N. M. Abdi had the 
time of his life trying to 
meet them—separately; 
such was their demand. 
But it was worth R once 
they began talking. “Our 
Abbu (father), Syed Sfaa- 
koor Ahmed played hoc¬ 


key foi India btdore Fai- 
titiuu and our Ammi 
(mother) is a good bad 
mintun playei. We are 
six sisters, rbrec ol them 
have gut married but 
earlier on they were 
reasonably good table 
tennis player.*^. Tlie three 
ol us have represented 
Pakistan in a number ol 
international tournaments 
but we have never en¬ 
joyed ourselves as mudi 



Rubina, Seema and Sam Shakoor 


people of his (Khomeini’s) 
country speak only one 
language. But in mv team 
alone, the Muslims .sneak 
in four different langua¬ 
ges. Nasir Ahmad in Ben¬ 
gali. Habib and I.ntifuddin 
in Hvderabadi Urdu. Na- 
{r:cb in M.-iilavani and the 
three Iranians. Majid. Jam- 
shod and Khabbazi in 
Far.si. But in spite of that 
I’ve been able to tackle 
them.’’ 


as we did in Calcutta’’, 
they said. 

What did they like must 
about India? Cherubic 
Seema replied: “Ob, the 
rasgoillas and Indians—1 
mean your bomitality 
and couitesy’’. Rubina, 
the eldest sister was ena¬ 
moured of Banarasi 
sarces of whidi she 
boui^t a few as gifts for 
Decide at home. Their 
favourite Indian actor? 
Amitabh Badichan, of 
course! The best Indian 
movie they saw in 
Calcutta? Xhubsoorat— 
“Rekha was really wonder¬ 
ful”. Any complaints? 
“Yes”, said Seema, Ruibina 
and Nazo. “’The Bangla 
bondft upset our si|mt- 
seeing programme. Can 
you believe that we are 
reilurqing to Pakistan 
without reality seeing any¬ 
thing besides your fabu¬ 
lous Park Hotel?” Nazo'.s 
favourite couplet : Sarc 
Jahan se achcha Hindostan 
hamara/Hum bulbulen 
hain iski, yeh gulaitan 
hamara. (Our Hlndusthan 
is better than the entire 
world. This country is a 
garden and we are its 
nightingales.) Ob. yes, 
nightingales the three cer¬ 
tainly were. On Mav 19. 
the sistcis flew homo. 
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NEWS 


Graveside summitry 

r*' - ' --—-- 

At Tito's funeral, the leaders conferred 



"Mrs Candhi fnyg a wreath tn front of Ttto’a casket 


O N May U, thousands ot inauriicrs 
Kiillicrod solvninly at the t'cdc-rul 
Assembly buildiiiR. adjomiDK the 
Marx and Engels Square of Yugosla¬ 
via's capital Itetgrade as eight military 
officers carried the pale oak coffin of 
Marshal Jusip Broz Tito and placed 
it on an open gun carriage covered 
with the blue, red and white Yugos¬ 
lav flag. In the distance could be 
heard the booming sound of cannons 
firing the 21 guQ .salutes. As the miU 
tary band struck up the dirge. 
Yugoslav Air Force aircraft flew 
overhead and the jeep drawing the 
carriage, slowly moved forward. 
After about two hours the cortege 
reached the garden of Marshal Tito's 
estate overlooking Belgrade. The 
coffin was then placed in a white 
marble vault bearing a stark inscrip 
tion: "Josip Broz Tito. 1892-1980 ". 
The body of the Croatian pea.sant’s 
son was finally brought to re.st in a 
garden he loved. Many cried as the 
cortege pas.scd them and as the body 
was finally laid to rest. He had died 
three days before his eightycighth 
birthday. 

The fuiierual was one of the big¬ 
gest gatherings of world leaders in 
history and was attended by 155 
delegations which inciuded four kings, 
32 Heads of Statb, 20 Prime Minis¬ 
ters accompanied by 49 Foreign Min¬ 
isters and a large number of high- 
ranking officials from more than 100 
countries. But for the large number 
of leaders, the great gathering pre- 
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seuted an unusual opportunity for 
private conversation without the 
buildup and expectations that pre¬ 
cede more formal summits. In short, 
the scene was one of a hundred mini 
summits. 

Seven hours and forty-fiv<' minutes 
after she had taken off from India, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi landed at Bel¬ 
grade on May 7, to attend the fune¬ 
ral. As the door of the chartered 
Air India aircraft opened and Mrs 
Gandhi stepped out, she was received 
by the Prime Minister of Yugoslavia 
and escorted to the Belgrade Inter¬ 
continental Hotel, where she stayed 
during her visit. For that matter, 
leaders from all over the world who 
bad come to pay their last respects 
to Tito, had been accommodated 
there. Only Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev and Japanese Prime Minis¬ 
ter Masayoshi Ohira decided to stay 
at their respective embassies. 

Even before Tito’s death, Mrs 
Gandhi bad indicated to the Yugos¬ 
lav leadership that she would attend 
the funeral. After Tito’s death, once 
Mrs Gandhi's visit had been finalised, 
many leaders expressed their desire 
to meet her in Yugoslavia. Chairman 
Hua Guofeng of China, Leonid Brezh¬ 
nev. West German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and. Zambian President 
Kaunda were some of them- Th«> 
embassies of the respective countries 
made the preUminary arrangement.'* 
and the details were worked out in 


Belgrade. Mrs Gandhi on her Mrt 
said she would like to meet Mrs 
Juvanka Tito, Marshal Tito’s,widow. 

After checking into the hoteL Mrs 
Gundhi left immediately to meet the 
Yugoslav leadership. The meeting 
originally had been fixed for the 
morning of May 8. but had been pre- 
poned by the Yugoslav leaders. With 
this meeting began Mrs Gandhi’s hec¬ 
tic schedule, in the course of which 
she would confer with some of the 
most prominent world leaders. At the 
huge presidential building she was 
received by President Lazar Koli- 
sevski, along with tlic Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the Foreign Minister. In a 70- 
minute meeting the leaders discuss¬ 
ed the future of the Non-Aligned 
Movement after Tito. Brezhnev’s dis¬ 
cussion with the Yugoslav leaders 
and Afghanistan. Of particular impor¬ 
tance was tbe discussion on the divi¬ 
sions within the non-aligned ranks. 
It was stressed that non-aUgned coun¬ 
tries should take the initiative in 
world affair.s. 

After that Mrs Gandhi returned to 
her hotel to meet Chancellor Schmidt 
of West Germany. Detente, fear of 
induction of arms to Pakistan, Ger¬ 
man fears of the USSR'.; missile pro¬ 
gramme and oil prices figured in the 
discussion. Mrs Gandhi initiated talks 
on the North-South dialogue while 
the German Chancellor pointed out 
that a general all-country discussion 
was of little use and that bilateral 
discussion would be more helpful. 

The next day, she met Britain’s 
Margaret Thatcher for breakfast. 
Since neither actually eats anything 
for breakfast they drank tea instead 
and discussed the domestic situation 
in India and Britain, as well as the 
situation in Afghanistan. At 10.00 
am Mrs Gandhi met President 
Kaunda at the hotel but they decided 
to bold their discussions that night. 
After Kaunda lett, she was informed 
that Lillian Carter had arrived so 
Mrs Gandhi personally escorted Mrs 
Carter back to her own room. It was 
of course an informal and personal 
meeting, where largely domestic mat¬ 
ters were discussed. 

I3EF0RE leaving for the Assembly 
Building to lay a wreath on 
Tito s coffin, she met Brezhnev and 
told the Soviet leader about the 
growing anxiety among nun-aUgned 
nations over the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan. The Uiks lasted for 
45 minutes and an Indian spokesman 
said, “Mr Brezhnev replied that he 
too was keen on a settlement and 
suggested that Afghanistan and Pak¬ 
istan speak to each other. Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro¬ 
myko was also present at tbe 
meeting. Mrs Gandhi insisted that 
the Soviet presence iq Afghanistan 
was being u-sed by the *US to erode 
the non-aligned movement. Mr Brezh¬ 
nev replied that tbe Soviet Union 
attached importance to tbe non-align-. 
ed movement and wanted India to 
play its rok*. 





ir tB OmW aM 

Xufflsitu Prwsat. Cmmbmu, 

OBM IgllB tbB MB-BlIfBBd 
ndvwMBt was dltqiHwL Sbt WM 
Umii vttitad by Mrs Baadtrnayaka of 
Sri Lanka aod aha thea called oa 
Jovaaka THo aad talked with bar 
far about half an hour. Mra Oandai 
ilw mat Mario Suaraa and the Cuban 

Wet Prealdant. 

Tht other important moating ahe 
bad that day waa %rith Chairman Hue 
Ouofani of China. For tha llrat time 
rinca Nehru mat Chou En Lai in 
1960, tha laadara of tha wofld'a two 
moat populoua countriaa held • dia- 
cuasibn. Both laadara daalred the 
•trengthenlng of relatlona between 
tha two countries. Chairman Hua 
aald that ha wantad to aee India as 
a ^ng nation and wanted bar to 
IE play a greater role in tha non-aligned 
movement. He called on Mrs Gandhi 
to forget the past and to look for¬ 
ward to the future. Mrs Gandhi said 
that though she wanted good rela¬ 
tions between the two nations, il 
would not be at the cost of relations 
with other nations. Relations 
between the two countries will 
of course depend on the Indian ap¬ 
proach to the problem in Aksai Chin, 
the remote area of North-East Kash¬ 
mir retained by China after the 1962 
Sino-Tndian border conflict. India in¬ 
sists on a settlement before relations 
are normalised, while China for the 
moment wants to shelve the Issue. 

The last meeting Mrs Gandhi had 
was an informal discussion with 
Kauttda, Nyerere and the President 
of Guinea^ The discussion which began 
at 10 pm carried on until 12.15 
am. The leaders discussed the prob¬ 
lems facing the non-aligned move¬ 
ment, the way in which unpleaaant. 
ness had been avoided at Havana and 
the non-aUgned movement without 
Tito, who had provided the European 
link. Kaunda in fact, asked what 
would happen to the hOtt-aUgnad 
movement now that all the founding 
fathers— Nasser, Nehru, Sukarno, 
and Tito — were no longer alive. It 
was decided that the non-aligned 
countries should take the Initiative. 

One liiue which Mra Gandhi dia- 
cuiMd virtually with all leadera was 
the future of non-alignment after 
Tito. After all, Tito had lent great 
weight to the Non-Aligned Move- 

a ment. It waa at the Havana Summit 
at Tito deddsd to fight against the 
•ory that non-alignejJ nations wore 

R atural allfais of the Communist Bloc. 

low with Tito, one of the founders 
ot the Non-Aligned Movement, gone 
the querilon which naturally arises is 
who will take oyer the Teaderthip. 
And thia perhaM was uppermost in 
the minds of leaders of the non- 
iligned nationa, including Mrs 
Gandhi. It may not be posaiole for 
rauntries with soviet letttmgs to play 
thia role. Therefore, what remains to 
be seen is how far and for how long 
tM Non-AUgnnd Movement stays 
mr of the power blocs aod melnr 
tolas its om Indepe^at identity. 

SAUMITHA BANiBJiE 


Bride behead ed 

ThB real culprit will get away 

^FHIS Is not fiction. Not even the 



. on May l _ 

cfaered to deatn hit 17-yesr-«ld daugh. 
tsr, Jaftemba, who was In her bridsl 
attire. The father, Yellii^, who own¬ 
ed a garage, bad arranged his daugh¬ 
ter’s marriage with Shankar, a rail¬ 
way derk, what Yelllab did not know 
was that bi» daughter was dwpdy in 
love with Prakash who lived near Iw. 
Both the families lived in the Asbuk 
bazar locality. 

The date for Jagdambe’s marriage 
with Shankar hod been fixed. Yelliah 
had left no stone unturned to make 
it a grand affair. He had even sold 
property worth Bs 40,000 to finance 
the marriage. A day before the 
mahurat, Jagdamba mustered enough 
courage and sent a note to Shankar, 
her prospective husband, saying that 
she was in love with Prakash and 
that Shankar should not agree to the 
marriage. Shankar immediately dash¬ 
ed to Jagdamba's home to verify the 
authentidty of the note. The would- 
be bride confirmed her message, much 
to the shock of her parents and Shan¬ 
kar prcHnptly gave up the idea of 
marrying Jagdamba. Jagdamba’s fa¬ 
ther was naturally furious. Neighbours 
and family friends suggested that 
Jagdamba ahould marry Prakash. 
There was a small buraie, though. 
The girl belonged to the Munnuru- 
kapu communito whUe her lover was 
a Mutharosu. Ine elders took it upon 
themselves to Iron out this caste com¬ 
plication. 

As a result of their efforts the 
marriage atmosphere waa hastily re¬ 
vived. Preparations for the manurot 
once again began In earnest. Every¬ 
body aeemed to have forgotten the 
brief, uiuavoury Interlude. The bride’s 
family was particularly Joyful. Then 
tragedy caught everybody unprepared. 
On May 8, the day of the mahurat, 
the mandap wat toatefully decorated 
and ffiuaic added to the atmosphere 
of festivity. Inside the bouse, Jsit- 
dsmba was going through the trsdi- 
tipnail rituiu surroundsd by her 
friends sad female relsttves. But 
there was no sign of the bridegroom's 
party. A nervous Yelliah sent word to 
Prakash's brnne. The man returned 
and Informed Yelliah that Prokaah 
waa untraceable since the previous 
night. 

ror Yelllth ft was tht unktndeat 
cut ill. Un^le to control bis emo¬ 
tions, he rushed into Jagdamba’s 
room and ordsred everybody out. 



eyes fell on ■ chopping knife. He 
first dealt a blow on his daughter’s 
bead and with the second blw he 
literally beheaded her. Completely 
drenched in Jagdambe’s blood and 
with the knife in one hand, Yelliah 
set off towards rile Fazslgunj police 
station where he ouitenderiMi hunself. 


Tbs oiMmbled guMts and elders 
were furious at Irakish'a dkopMi- 
ranee antT the dubioui roM 
of ^ Wl parents. Angered by 
Jagdsihba’s gory death and the role 
played by Prakash in tha traidc deve¬ 
lopment. a few hot-heodt raldod Pra- 
kash’t houia. Soon after, Prakash's 
father was taken into protective cus¬ 
tody by the police but Prakash hlra- 
self remained untraceable. 

The police say that the cate Is 
simple enough with hardly any scope 
for Investigation. In the eyes of the 
law, Yelliah is a murderer though 
there is universal sympathy for him 
and bis family. When Velllah’s law¬ 
yer moved a ball petition in the 
court, the prosecution dM not oppo¬ 
se it. Why Prakash jilted his "hem- 
ved" however remains a mystery. 

KALYANI SHANKER. Hyderabad! 
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Thirsti times 


Hikinstlmes 

Limcatimes 


Limca A /ingi. tangi mixture of Jamatcan lime and Sicilian lemon 
flavours A zero-bacteria drink Isotonic sslli to quench youi thirst 
Vitamin C too Calorie-watchers prefer Limca to stiff drinks 
Limca Just the drink to make the scene with Any thirsti time 












n 






mj 










Limca 




ltAOIUS/PEA.'3/H 





Chifdren missing for 27 months 


Parents have in vain pleaded before three PMs 


three-wheeler sped away 
t noisily on the afternoon of Jan¬ 
uary 13. 1978. Its occupants were 
three young brothers — Satish (8) 
Pravecn alias Beenu (5), Sushcel 
alias Banti (2) and the driver. Bai 
Kumar. No one suspected anything. 
The children did not raise an alarm 
since they knew their driver well; 
in fact they called him ‘uncle’. Unti 
a few days ago, Raj Kumar was a 
regular visitor to the children’s 
home and for eight long years he had 
been their neighbour and a sub>- 
tenant of Mr Kirpa, a- srrapdealer 
and the children’s lather. They never 
returned 

On that fateful day. Kirpa was on 
his usual rounds and his wife Sharda 
was busy with the visiting estate offi¬ 
cials of Chandigarh; they had come 
to check tile records following a 
complaint against the new landord 
Munshi. who had purcha»:!d Hou.se 
2606 in Sector 22C for Rs 60,000. The 
complaint was about Munshi’s ability 
to pay the amount. On a request 
from the old landlord, Munshi had 
permitted Kirpa to retain the barsal-, 
on the second floor without charging 
an additional pai,sa. However, Munshi 
did not want Raj Kumar, a sub¬ 
tenant of Kirpa to stay. A misunder- 
,standing cropped up as Raj Kumar 
thought he had been thrown out at 
Kirpa’s instance. According to four-i 
year-old Guddi, sister of the kidnap¬ 
ped brothers, Raj Kumar had prom¬ 


ised to buy sweets for the diildien 
and taken them to the market in his 
three-wheeler. 

The police bunted for Raj Kumar 
in Ludhiana, ArariLsar, Srinagar and 
elsewhere. But he was not to be 
found. This intriguing case was event¬ 
ually handed over to Inspector Des 
Raj. Des Raj was perhaps the only 
investigating officer who inspired 
confidence in the kidnapped children’s 
parents. As a matter of fact. Dos Raj 
asked the relatives of the alleged 
kidnapper to hand over Raj Kumar 
’within a week’. Kumar’s folks agreed 
to do so and gave an undertaking in 
writing to this effect. 

Soon enough, the situation took an 
interesting turn. Raj Kumar’s 
brother-in-law, incidentally, his namc-i 
sake, who claimed to be an office¬ 
bearer of the Amritsar City Janata 
Party, allegedly tried to influence 
the police investigation. But he fail¬ 
ed before the iwver-say-die Des Raj. 
Des Raj was, however, transferred i» 
Haryana under ttse orders of SSP, 
Chandigarh. 

According to Kirpa, after Raj’s 
transfer the police lost all interest 
in the case. "We have spent Rs 8,70 
We sold our utensils. We have now 
lost- all hope. Some newspapermen 
came to us. They say they have pub 
lished a few stories. But who is 
bothered?” Among the three kidnap¬ 
ped brothers, only Satish attended 
school. 


The grief-stricken parents, Kirpa and Sharda 



Kirpa and Sharda told this corres¬ 
pondent: "Twentyseven months have 
pas.sed but nothing has come out. 
The local police were cool even when 
they were informed of the exact 
hideout of the accused. They even 
called us fools...We havo written 
to the three Prim.: Ministers on 
different occasions but failed to draw 
sympathy from them. Perhaps thev 
were too busy handling far more im¬ 
portant issues or maybe because we 
are poor people”. Sharda went on: 
"Once we went to meet the Chief 
Commissioner (CC) of Chandigarh 
Union Territory. But bis personal 
.staff refused to let us in. Then a 
newspaper reporter. Mr Bhanot, took 
our aarkhaital (application) and 
handed it to CC”. 

“On January 17 last year. Kumu 
returned home and stayed with his 
family for three days. We informed 
the police, including the Inspector 
General and requested them to raid 
the premises where Kumar was be¬ 
lieved to be staying. But nobody paid 
any heed. We gave the police several 
other tips and also the list of people 
who had seen the children and met 
Raj Kumar in Srinagar. Sirsa. Dc'hi 
Amritsar, Ludhiana and elsewhere. 
We have even given them (the 
police) the names of persons who 
were in constant touch with him (Raj 
Kumar) and were delivering 
threatening letters to us. But the 
police are still keeping mum. Per¬ 
haps they are only meant to serve 
the rich”, Kirpa said wiping his tears. 
Sharda sadly complained that they 
were living on the good wishes of 
the authorities. “When we last met 
the Chief Commissioner he -said: 
'Agar kismat main hoija to mil jay- 
erige’ (If fate so wills, the children 
will be found)”. 

The living quarters of the Kirpas 
measures eight feet by eight feet. 
In this tiny room live the remaining 
five members of the family—parents, 
two daughters and a .son. One of the 
daughters is married. She lives close 
by with her husband. Curiously, Raj 
Kumar hasn’t stopped writiig to the 
Kirpa family. Mis tetters to .Sharda 
arc passionate and couched in polite 
language. Reading his letters to 
Sharda one gets the impression that 
Raj Kumar shares a romantic rela¬ 
tionship with the mother of the kid¬ 
napped children. 

The police have refused to believe 
Kirpa’s altegatiuns. “We can un¬ 
derstand the cries of fiiislraled pa¬ 
rents. Rut was it a simple case of 
crime?”, the inve.stiguting police 
inspector Pandit Jui Narain asked. 
Narain told this correspondent that 
he was planning to visit Srinagar 
soon and that he would conduct a 
search in the orphanages in the re¬ 
gion. It is po.s.sible that Raj Kumar 
might have dumped the children in 
an orphanage. 

A CORRESPONDENT. 

Chandigarh 
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S EMl-CLAD, aemi-starveu, tribals, living in makeshift 
leafhuts and barely eking out an existence deposited 
Rs 11.40 lakhs, for something that they have never posses¬ 
sed and probably will never set their eves on. It all 
happened in the Panchpir subdivisioi^ of Mavurbhani 
district, Orissa, where under the garb of the “Land to 
the Landless" scheme, racketeers and fortune-seekers 
acquired for themselves valuable ‘reserved forest’ land. 

The racketeers collected applications from the land¬ 
less tribals and deposited Rs 11.40 lakhs as 'forest 
royalty’ on their behalf. This, however, was no act of 
benevolence. With an eye on the enormous profits that 
could be reaped from the 15.321 acres of richilv endowed 
forest land, the racketeers acquired sale deeds of the 
same land with the signatures of prospective adivasi 
owners on them. Thua even before the adivasis had an 
inkling of what was going on. rich Twest land’ meant 
for tbdm had passed on to the hands of fortune seekers 
engaged In clandestine timber operations, wbo bad lost 
no time in taking advantage of the illiterate tribals. Not 
all the land was, however, timber land. In most cases the 
land settled In the names of the tribals was unfit for 
agriculture. 

It is not merelly the adivasis alone, but the Govern¬ 
ment which is also being robbed of its land. Strangely 
the government seems to be unaware of the goings-on. 
Polmclans and senior buPMUcrats were impressed at the 
etficlencv with which the tebiilders and revenue offlicere 
menagM to distribute eurBlui lend, which wee reflected 
in the ever mounting offlcial figures. Indeed, the scheme 
wee proclaimed u a vota-cetchJna gimmick and the 
■chlevemente in implementing the programme were 


cited to exploit the tribal vote.bank. 


programme were 
i. Not everybody. 
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however, could overlook the reel oonsequencei of the 
aohame: the demege that was being done to the rich 
timber of the reserve forest area. Puny attempts were 
made by soma bonnt forest officers to save the forests 
from organised conspiracy and fraud, but these were 
promptly suppreaied tey government officiala. 

’ 'The indiscriminete grant of leeae of the 'proteotad 
forest* tandi hu had farreachtng coneequencei. The 
leasing iut of 'protected forests' has led to the loss of 
'buffer stock of wood used for oonsumotion—and has 
caused the local people to use the wood from reserve 
forests to satisfy their daily needs. In an attempt to 
protect the forests of the district, it has been luggested 
that the surplus woodlands should be maintained as 
intermediate forests end the reserve foreats, which are 
■tate property, should be declared 'leeae banned'. It bes 
further been suggested that all the prevloas cases of 
the lease of protected forest lands in the names of the 
landlees adivasis abound be reviewed, end in eppropriete 
esses, leases already granted should be declared'voU 
and be vested back in the government. Ine Government 
is vet to step in to put an end to the racket. Meanwhile, 
the adivasis remain as poor as ever, while the fortune 
hunters lose no time in making what money th^ can, 

AMABENORA BOSE. Mayurbhani 



















Sanjay may dominate after polls 


---OME pundits in Delhi 

still have their doubts, 
but I personally think, 
it will not be difficult 

_I for the Ck>nf(ress(l) to 

form a government in each of the 
nine states, either independently 
or in collaboration with some re¬ 
gional Parties. Indeed, in eight 
states Congress (I) Chief Ministers 
should come through while the 
Chief Ministership in the remain¬ 
ing state will go to the DMK. How 
long Mr Karuoanidhi will be able 
to retain his Chief Ministership is 
a different matter, but there is 
little doubt that be will fulfil his 
life’s ambition once again. In the 
eight other states, even if the Con- 
gress(I) gets 45 per cent of the 
seats they will form the govern¬ 
ments. And if they can secure 35 
per cent of the valid votes polled 
it should be easy to get at least 45 
per cent of the seals. The other 
Parties are hopelessly divided and 
no one would expect any of them 
to secure 35 per cent of the valid 
votes polled or 45 per cent of the 
seats. 

For the Congressfl). distribu¬ 
tion of Party tickets fvas itself an 
ordeal. Even Mrs Gandhi had to 
admit publicly that some “good 
>. people” were left out in the process. 
Selection of Chief Ministers and 
Ministers will be a more serious 
problem. Except in Orissa, where 
Mr J. B. Patnaik is a certainty, 
there are two. three, or sometimes 
four candidates for the post of 
CM. When tickets were distribut¬ 
ed. each of them trted to grab the 
maximum number and during the 
election battle each tried bis best 
to get as many of his own suppor¬ 
ters elected and as many of his 
adversaries defeated. After the 
results come out. they will all be 
engaged in the third round of bat¬ 
tle — trying to occupy the most 
prestigious chair in the respective 
.state secretariats. And at the same 
time, opponents will have to be 
kept far away. In this, the final 
battle, they will make frantic 
efforts to get either Mrs Gandhi’s 
or Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s support. 

Ultimately, the extent to which 
Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay will inter¬ 
vene in the selection of Chief 
Ministers and Ministers will de¬ 
pend on the actual results. If the 
Party secures more than 55 per 
cent of the scats in, most states. 
Sanjay will naturally have a big 
say in the ministerial selections. 
Of course, it can be safely predic¬ 
ted that no group will be isolated 
from power completely, irrespec¬ 
tive <n who gets the Chief Minis¬ 
tership. 

For the largest state of India, 
Uttar Pradeab, the name of Mr 



By BARUN SENGUPTA 



J, B. Patnailf 



Dr Jagannath Mishra 


C. P. N. Singh is being mentioned 
in some circles, though in all like¬ 
lihood the post will go to Mr N. 
O. Tewari. Mr Singh is considered 
a rising star in the Congress (I), 
but in the eyes of the Party high 
command he is not experienced 
enough to occupy the most im¬ 
portant dialr of Uttar Pradesh yet. 
At the moment, he is likely to get 
a more important assignment at 
the Centre after which he might 
be sent to Lucknow. So for the 
present at least, Mr Tewari is ex¬ 
pected to get the Chief Minister- 
ship. Mr Kamalapati Tripathi’s son 
is also tipped for an important 
portfolio, provided the family be¬ 
haves welL 


In Bihar, the contest will ulti¬ 
mately be confined tq Dr Jagan- 
natb Mishra and Mr Kedar Nath 
Pandsy. Dr Mishra is still the 
favourite and unless all the other 
leaders of the state gang up 
against him, it will be very diffi¬ 
cult to deprive him of the Bihar 
CM’S post. Of course, he will have 
to accommodate supporters of Mr 
Pandey, Mr Bhisma Narayan 
Singh and Mr Sitaram Kesari in 
his cabinet. In no Congressd)- 
run state is the Chief Minister 
expected to get absolute authority 
again. The system of checks and 
balances will go on operating in 
all the Congress (I) states. 

Mr V. C. Shukla, I am afraid, is 
in for some serious trouble. And 
If Mr P. C. Sethi goes ahead with 
his newly formed Shukla-Setbi 
alliance against Arjun Singh he 
will also be in for trouble. To 
declare a crusade against Mr 
Kanial Nath is one thing, but to 
go on propagating — even m limi¬ 
ted circles — that Mrs Amteshwar 
Anand is interfering in Madhya 
Pradesh politics is something else 
altogether. The Party high com-' 
mand will not tolerate this. Even 
if Mr Arjun Singh cannot be 
made the Chief Minister of MP 
now. Mr Shukla's luturc in the 
pivsent set-up of the Congress! 1) 
will continue to remain bleak un¬ 
less he changes his attitude 
drastically. The scene in 
Maharashtra is very com¬ 
plex because there are so many 
(iaimants for the Chief Minister- 
ship. According to persons close 
to the Party high command the 
veteran Mr Vasautdada Patil is 
expected to get the .first chance. In 
Gujarat it will either be Mr M. R. 
Solanki or Mr Yogendra Makwana 
while in Rajasthan Mr Jagannath 
Pahadia wilj^ in all probability be 
the first choice. 

In Punjab again there are a 
large number of claimants. Some 
people are keen on getting back 
Mr Zaii Singh as the Chief 
Minister of the state, while Mr 
Darbara Singh’s name is also be¬ 
ing mentioned. Some pundits sug¬ 
gest that Mr G. S. Dhillon’s claim 
cannot be ignored either. It is to 
be seen whom Mrs Gandhi and 
Mr Gandhi prefer. 

Sanjay played a .significant role 
in the selection of the Party’s 
candidates. In the election battle 
he was second in command. If 
everything goes well for the Party 
he will have a big say in the choice 
of Chief Ministers and Ministers. 
And when that comes about, the 
Party will by and large accept hi.s 
dominant role, with or without 
reservation.s. whatever the pundits 
might say now. 
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Mister 

Grand 

Slam 


ASHOK KAMATH profiles 
Prakash Padukone 



U£ TV crew Jrom Mad¬ 
ras had iust iiuij>hed film- 
InK the interview with 
the new sutierstar. On an 
- afterthought, the produ¬ 
cer suucstcd that they shoot a se¬ 
quence of him_chattinj{ with his pa¬ 
rents. Prakash caJled the senior 
Padukones and the trio posed for the 
TV camera, although the Padukones 
were visibly sdlf-cunsduus. Sonicoiie 
suggested that they actually talk. 
Pr.ikash broke into Konkaui and that 
seemed to ease things a bit. “Hope i 
to see you again in May after you've 
won the world, championship,” the 
producer remarked, as he took his 
leawe of "Prasbanth”, 64, ISth Cross 
Hoad, Mallcswaram, Bangalore 56U003 
—the home of Prakasn “Grand Slam” 
Padukone. 

The TV floodlights, the radio micro¬ 
phone, the photographers’ flash bulbs, 
the media men in general tripping 
over each other for exclusive inter¬ 
views, not to talk of the gladiatorial 
reception. What does it all feel like 
to suddenly have the spotlight train¬ 
ed on you like never before? 

“Wcfl, it really is a great feeb'ng,” 
admits Prakash. “You know, scar¬ 
cely did I imagine that 1 would get 
the kind of reception 1 did when I 
landed in Bangalore. On the flight , 
from London to Bombay, the Air In¬ 
dia crew gave us a reception of sorts. 
We landed in Bombay in the early 
hours of the morning and there 
were a couple of hundred well-wish¬ 
ers and friends to receive us. But 
the reception at Bangalore airport 
was something unprecedented. It is 
probably once in a lifetime that one 
gets the opportunity of driving in 
an open jeep with people lining 
the sides of the road, lustily chee^ 
ing you. At least these things didn’t 
happen to sportsmen in this country 
often,” 

“But one has to ^e all this in 
one’s stride. At least that is what J 
honestly believe in and that's oim 
thing I have been able to do. Whe¬ 
ther this kind of personality cult as ' 
you term it can have an adverse 
effect or otheoidse.is entirely up to 






«ad. 
eras 

have a twofold effect:, at ow le 
» it midht «o to tbe head of th 
deemed person and at anot|ier. c» 


fndlvidual at the recal^M end. a jconsiiteraNa effo^ to draw Pro* 
mmmlna the cvnoMirh of an eyes kash out bii diell. Bfft ai the In- 
1^ have a twofold effect:, at one le- terview went alona. he became nwre 

artfcolate, more rorthcomini in hla 
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■ei"o^Uate between extremei of 
blind Idolatry to downr>ant icono- 
efaum, it is common enouib to aee 
iportimen being treaty according to 
t their performancet.^ 
the point I remind Prakaih of the 
report that wm, „ l«»t ,t*»e 

Heal of the AH-England Champion- 
' ohip, Licm Swie ^King^^s statue was 
demoUsbed and tM falton hero 
the target of brickbats even In 
hometown. 

"Yes. I agree that we have to be 
iaiore balanced In our reactions.^ We 
Hkher put our‘heroes on a pedeatal 
%en they win or 
ronce they lose) 
consign them to the 
dustbin, At least, 
speaking for myielf. 

. I am not affected in 
either way since I 
play for my own 
satisfaction. The re¬ 
ceptions and all the 
exposure and the 
glare of publicity 
are only incidental. 

Next year. If 1 don't 
retain my titles and 
consequently do not 
get this kind of re- 

K ption, I will not 
>*s it at ail. 

Nor will it mean 
that Twill not trv 
my best after that.” 

It sounded like a 
new Prakash talk¬ 
ing; Prakash the 
philosopher. 

"Like one of my 
friends told me that 
felt the entire 
tlnng was being 
overdone. He felt 
that people were 
making a mountain 
put of a molehill. It 
ii not for me to 
comment on wh«- - i. i. -.i. i., 
ther people have tmth his 

^^pr-reacted or done ; ~ 

' otherwise, i am only saying that if 
someons has done som'-thiig remar¬ 
kable, go ahead and honour him. But 
at the same time, do not kick him 
where it hurts, when he fails." At 
the moment, anyway, Prakash has 
reason enough to bask in the eupho¬ 
ria that has followed his hat-trick 
of triumphs in the Swedish, Danish 
and All-England Badminton Cham¬ 
pionships. 

HAT is the young bad¬ 
minton star like as a per¬ 
son? In Prakash’s own 
words. *T am basically a 
very reticent person. I 
take a lot of time to get used to peo- 
if pie. I pfefer a quiet atmosphere with 
my small circle of friends. Not for 
me ahy heavy socialising or any¬ 
thing uke that". Speaking to him, 
one can vouch for that fact. It took 


replies. At the end of it all. one got 
the impretslon that he is desperately 
trying to ahield his eyes from the 
glare of publicity, without* being 
offensive in the process. 

Almost anyone who has anything 
more than a nodding acquaintance 
with Prakaih speaks of him as being 
a glutton for hard work, in fact, bis 
being a cut above the rest on the 
badminton court has often been as¬ 
cribed to the fact that he is bis own 
rutblosi taskmaster. Does he really 
enjoy his uncompromising, spartan 

» Une and rigorous work sdi»- 
Does It not require e certain 
amount of maiocbiim to drive blm- 
•elf to reach training targets ha sets 
himself even whan there are times 



aet yourself. And It pays handsomely 
in the long run. I have adopted the 
Indonesian training syst-'m. Until I 
trained with the Indonesien national 
team Ja Jakarta io Octoher-Novem* 
bar 1977.1 followed a rather untdeu- 
tide system of training. It was in 
Jakarta that I realised the impor¬ 
tance of training for a little of every¬ 
thing: speed, ftamlna, power, foot¬ 
work and flexibility. For speed we do 
sprints, for footwork improvement we 
do the skipping exerdiei, for deve¬ 
loping strength we do weight train¬ 
ing and for flexibility we go through 
gymnastic exercises. 

"Every morning, six days of the 
week, along with a band of local 
frlendi, 1 train for about an hour and 
a half at the Xanteereeva Stadium. 
On Mondays we do only long dls- 
teuoB running. This is to improve 
our slamine. Then of course, the 
sprints help us 


fif 4 


Hancee, Uijala Karkal 
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when he does not relish doing it? 

"It is like this. Of course there are 
times when, in the midst of training. 
I feel like giving up. Like say this 
morning I dedde to run 25 laps but 
by the time I've completed say 20. 
I am too phyaically or mentally tire) 
to continue. But I never quit. 1 tell 
myself that it is like notching up 13 
points in a game and then becoming 
Ured. On a court I never give up 
until Fve reached (or my opponeni 
has) the magical 15 points, no ma¬ 
tter how tired I am. Likewise. 1 
never give up until I’ve completed 
the number pf taps or sit-ups or 
whatever—^I have set myself.” 

"Mavbe there is a certain amount 
of masochism involved to inflict pain 
on yourself when you are training 
but there can be nothing more satis¬ 
fying than leaching the target you've 


uimprove speed. On 
nTueideys we con- 
■iceatrate on weigh 
<|treining while on 
2 Wednesdays we 
"work out io the 
gym. Thursdays are 
davoted to skipping. 
Fridays are again 
consumed by weight 
training and Satur¬ 
days we devote to 
shadow badminton. 
We go through all 
the strokes in the 
game with ail the 
seriousness of actu¬ 
ally playing. After 
the end of a stroke 
we make it a point 
to return to the 
centre line before 
executing the next 
one. On some Sat¬ 
urday mornings we 
play some other 
games just to break 
the montony. The 
workouts begin at 
7 a.m. every day. 
But that is not the 
end of the routine.” 

“I am back home 
by around 9 and in 
office by 10.30. 

-- Normally I .break 

off from office around 4.30 pm and 
bead straight for the club. It is only 
in the evenings that 1 play badmin¬ 
ton. We play in all seriousness: no 
one is allowed to take the games 
lightly. You know, it is so hectic— 
the training and my job in the hank 
—that I make it a point to keep 
Sundays completely free for rest 1 
just don’t stir out on Sundays.” ^ 

The Padukone household in Malles- 
waram represents a typical middle- 
class home; unostentatious, func¬ 
tional and with all the attributes that 
distinguish a house from a home. 
The house belongs to Prakash’s grand¬ 
father, Mr. P. Annaji Rao, and was- 
built a couple of months after 
Prakash was born. The living room 
“reeks" of Prakash and badminton. 
A glass shelf, almost bursting at (ta 
seams, contains trophies, mainly won 
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,. the accoad son of the houst'hol*' 
i '4 The . All-Knidand trophy gets pride 
' ttf place in the centre of the room. 
Across a rather .iniat<-utislilv design¬ 
ed tbermooile-trophy runs the legend: 
^Hail King Piak.ish”. 

1 RAKASH is the second 
child of Ramesh and 
Ah.ilvd Padukone. The 
eldest, Pradeep, is an 

—;-electronics engineer in the 

United States; M.ihesh works for the 
State Bank of My.sore; sister Padmini 
is currently doing a cHiursc in cater¬ 
ing in Pune while the youngest of 
the lot, Harish, is a second year 
B. Com, student. Prakash himself 
graduated in Commerce from the 
MES College, hardly a stone’s throw 
away from home. A couple of days 
after he won the All-England title at 
Wembley, his employers—^The Union 
Bank of India—announced his second 
promotion in less than two year.s. 
What does his work at the bank in¬ 
volve ? Says Prakash, "I am attached 
to the Development Manager’s oflice. 

I am mostly involved in deposit mobi¬ 
lisation. Naturally there is a certain 
amount of customer relations work. 

1 started oil as a grade II officer, got 
my first pnimotion after I won the 
Commonwealth Games title and now 
I am a grade I senior officer. I ouitr 
enjoy my work. Banking is not all 
that drab as sonif- people make il 
out to be. I would have preferred to 
work in one of the branches because' 
one gets to learn a lot if one is shift¬ 
ed around from one department tc 
another. But it is only fair that 1 
work in the administrative office be 
cause it makes things simpler when 
I have to take leave to play in tourna¬ 
ments or attend coaching camps," 
Prakash belongs to the minority 
tribe of sportsmen who have been 
able to match their performances on 
the field with those inside the class¬ 
room. Until Pre-University he main¬ 
tained a first class grading and gra¬ 
duated in Commerce with a second. 
How did he manage ? Were there 
points when he found himself at 
crossroads where academics dashed 
with badminton? “Not really. The 
badminton season did not exactly 
clash with my examinations. Except 
on one occasion when 1 was training 
for the Thomas Cup in Patiala and 
I had my second year university 
exams coming up. I took my books 
along with me to the camp and after 
a hectic day of workouts. I would 
study late into the night for my 
exams. 1 returned to Bangalore one 
day before the start of the exams, 
completed them and reported back 
at the camp. That way, I have in¬ 
variably managed to have the best 
of both worlds.” 

After beating Liem Swie King for 
the fbst time in five encounters, 
Prakash ascribed his success to the 
fact that he managed to slow down 
King and thus upset the former 
champion’s rhythm. Does he fancy 
that — other conditions remaining 
more or lets the same—the tactic 
will pay off when they meet again ? 
"Honestly.'’ Prakash beamed, "I 
think that Is the only way one can 
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Two photographs from Prakash’s 
family album 


beat him ’’ At least that is the only 
way I can. If I try to beat him at 
his own style of play—the fast, hust¬ 
ling, power game—^it will be dis¬ 
astrous. Like it was on the four' 
occasions before my Wembley 
triumph. 

"No, it is not as though King does 
remarkably more, work than I do. I 
think we work more or less the same. 
But he has started that kind of work 
early. All champions normally start 
early. It was not so in my case. In 
addition, there are a lot of other 
factors that go to build up the physi¬ 
cal and mental resistance of a player. 
Like diet for example. We are un¬ 
compromising vegetarians at home. 
All mv non-vegetarian eating is done 
outside home. And that apart, I 
undergo strict training irt the morn¬ 
ing, rush back home for a bath, 
shave and breakfast, rush to the 
(4Bce, work and then go back tp t))e 
court. I'm not complaining, but it is 
quite different for King and many 
other champions. They spend most 
of their time in the camp, training 
in the morning, have a rest in the 
afternoon and are fresh for another 
session in the evening. In terms of 
ability to put in hard work, the condi¬ 
tions are more condocive to King 
and bis kind. Sportsmen in India 
have also to keep their jobs going 
because that is what is going to pro¬ 
vide security once our playing days 
are over" 


F; aomeoDc canm.forward 
and told our top sports¬ 
men to concentrate on 
their respective sporting 
careers, assuring them 
that they, would be taken care of 
after their playing days are over, 
would it lead to an improvement in 
tho performance of the sportsmen 
cuBcerned ? 

“Yes, it will lead to a more profes¬ 
sional approach to sports if some 
kind of security can be provided for 
the future of our sportsmen. But 
like 1 said, without the assurance that 
even after your playing days are 
over you will be provided with some¬ 
thing to fall back upon, sportsmen 
and sportswomen cannot be asked to 
concentrate on their respective spor¬ 
ting disciplines and not Ipok beyond.’’ 

And talking of professionalism, 
does Prakash intend turning pro ? Is 
there any future for professionalism 
in the game of badminton ? "At the 
moment at least, there is little point 
In my turning pro. If 1 do, it would 
mean that I cannot take part in 
Asian and Commonwealth games. 
.This means my avenues of iuter- 
national competition are restricted. 
Moreover, in badminton we have 
nothing like the tennis circuit for 

g ros. The money involved in pro 
admintou is nothing compared with 
pro tennis or pro golf or pro boxing. 
There is an acute need for money to 
come into badminton in a big way 
like tennis or football or boxing. 
And I suppose one way to see that 
done is to get the Americans involv¬ 
ed in it" 

"A step in the direction of holding 
prize-money badminton tournaments 
was made last September. Three 
thousand pounds for the first prize 
is not a bad beginning. But like I 
said, it will take time before a 
circuit is developed and professionals 
can look forward to it as a source of 
livelihood like many tennis players 
do.” 

Does Prakash see badminton as a 
mass sport in this country ? "It Is 
difficult to say, considering the costs 
involved. Unless equipment is subsi¬ 
dised, it is difficult to imagine a situa¬ 
tion where badminton develops a 
really broad base”. True indeed. But 
In its own small way, Prakash winn¬ 
ing the All-England title is probably 
about the best thing that happened 
to the game of badminton in this 
country in recent times. The fanfare, 
the pageantry, the publicity was as 
much for Prakash as it was for the 
game of badminton. Prakash’s for¬ 
tunes on international badminton 
courts will no doubt give a renewed 
fillip to the game. At another level 
because of the glamour and glonr 
tte game has recently acqiurea, 
parents need not necessarily look up 
to s Gavaskar or a Kapil Dev as 
models for their children: a Prakash 
Padukone could also*do the tridc. 

In the meanwhile, even before the 
starry dust has settled, Prakash at - 
the moment appears to he riding 
a streetcar named desire—a desire 
to win the official world dmmnlon’a 
title at Jakarta. U, 




Polioeftm. fa actfon durinq East Bengal4a6hm Bagm fmau 


^ AY is drawing to d 
close but the Cal¬ 
cutta Football Leaffue has 
failed to start. This had 
never happened before, 
iil’i traumatic Naxa- 

ile upsurge. Come what may. the 

WfipK of May. But not this year. 
Many still bravely believe that the 
situation can be retrieved. But for 
oio.st. the prospects are aloomy If 
l<«Kue Is not hew! "it 
will be sheer agony for me as I can- 
lond .summer months 
v^thout the staple diet of football" 

Of course there are others who 
a **’*•'' believe that 

sbouW not be 
held In Calcutta until the menace 
controlled. The 


!^*cutta football. More than ISO 
Injured and Eden Gar- 
*l>® matches. In 
Ko^ u*®?**.* nranuntln* to Rs 
5®;!^ when irate spectators smashed 
collapsible fates. 
The Federation Cup flniA, plnved 
bM^ East Bengal and Moibn 
wan saw a complete Uw and order 
"Wdown. The fanaticism of foot- 

Si' •"! IwnI' 

Wjreephod such a peak that the 
supporter of one club killed another 


1 club’s supporter js ihe two were 
w^ching the match on television. 

! _The West Bengal Chief Minister. 
Mr Jyoti Basu saw it all. He was 
there at the stadium to give away 
the prises. Before his eyes, officials 
of the two clubs quarrelled and fought 
on the sidelines while the players 
settled scores among themselves 'n- 
side the playing area. Taking the 
cue from their heroes, the specta¬ 
tors in the stands went on a ram¬ 
page. The Chief Minister was 
pwnipt In condemning the plaven 
and club officials for setting a bad 
example before their supporters. 
Later, both the clubs apologised 
publicly. Soon after, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter announced that ho would meet 
rapresentatives of the three big clubs 
and officials of Calcutta Police to 
discuss ways in which vandalism on 
the football ground could be preven¬ 
ted during the forthcoming League 
and the i9a Shield matches. 

Rut there are other problems be¬ 
setting the League. Problems 
legal and an liiue of face. As things 
ttand, if the IPA decides to abide by 
the verdict of two courts, the League 
ran start immediately. But if tb” 
iFA decides to press Its point of view 
in a higher court of law, the League 
may not be held this year at all Ac- 
cordinf to the IPA Handbook, every 
yeer. the winners of the second, third 
and fourth divisions were promoted 
to tho Srst, second and third divi¬ 
sions respenAivety for the next year’s i 
League. Correspoadlngty, tlw team i 


tho IFA sent a copy of tho altered 
regulations to tho Registrar of tha 
Societies and it was duly recorted. 
Informing tho registrar was neces¬ 
sary because the IPA is a registertd 
•ocloty under the West Boniil So¬ 
cieties Registration Act of IMI. 

Tha new "rule" dealt a severe 
blow to a medium budget local team, 
Ohratri Sangha. At the end of the 
1879 League it found Itself among 
tho last four teams in the Srst divi¬ 
sion. Relegation to the second divl- 
lion stared it In the face. So it 
went to court, challenging the vali¬ 
dity of the IFA’s governing bod.y*a 
rights to chanoQ the regulations. 
Bhratri Sangha declared at Calcutta’i 
City Civil Court that only a three- 
fourths majority of the IFA’s general 
body (compo.scd of 177 members) can 
effect such an amendment. It main¬ 
tained that the I FA’S governing 
body (composed of 34 memoers) did 
not have the power to make tho 
alteration. The court upheld this, 
giving an ad-Intcrim order of injuni^ 
tion restroiniog tho IPA from en¬ 
forcing the amendny-nt. 

The Sangha won the Srst round 
convincingly but the IFA Bled a luit 

mg the order of tho lower court. The 
judgement once again went In favour 
If among 
other things: “Taking the prima fade 
of the matter, wo cannot help but ob¬ 
serving that thero is hardly and lub-i 
santtal n-ound which would prompt 
us in disturbing tho order of the 
Learned Judge of the Court below." 

The IFA’i dynamic and affable 
Ashok OhoshT li 
naturally worried about tho Loagui's 
prospects. On May 21 ho told mo: 

/!,“ a* to the (IPA) preil- 
dent to decide whether we should go 


• --- —Tvw •MWIIfli MU 

to court again or not If he decides 
not to appeal in a higher court, the 
League may start at the end ot 
June , Mr Ghosh also pointed out: 
"To savo time, we may divide the Srst 
division teams into two groups vvhi^ 
will mean lesser number of matches. 
Wc may also make arrangements for 
staging five matches at five grounds 
dally. W(> have already forwarded 
this proposal to Calcutta Police." ■ 


















KHAAS BAAT 


S HATRU claims to have 
' taugbt his girlfriend 
Raeiio Hog how to “talk". 
True, she was really dumb 
wben she launched her 
HImi career and hrr smaller 
sister Burkha had to do 
ail the talking lur her. 

And now Shatru (.-umpiains 
that she talks too much— 
talks back at hini. ol all 
pcopile Yegita llili is 
another giri who hos been 
trained in the art of talking 
—bv Miiliun Chakravarty. 
Before she met Mithun, she 
would hardly talk. The 
reason ? .She was busy 
mooning either over Kiran 
Kumar or Kishore Kumar. 
Now its MRhun. What ever 
Mithun says, she repeats K. 
What he doesn’t say. like 
they are having an affair 
—she says, in place of 
him. That’s talking. 


Y OU should have seen 
Zeenat Aman com¬ 
pering the popular Awards 
Nitc in Bombay recently. 
Her way-out, knock-out 
looks added plenty of 
ulaniour to the occasion. 
The award winners however 
seemed to be the most 
unlikely chuicr. 

Fur one thing Juyo- Bhaduri 
Buchvhan. did not really 
<ome up with a daufling 
perfonnance in Naukar. 
Many among the audience 
felt that Jaya’s award was 
a “consolation prize". 

And surely, there were 
better maile performances 
than Amol Falekar’s. It 
was more of a critics’ choice. 
Now coming back to the 
oompere. She had her hair 
dune up in Red Indian 
Style and her lively wit and 
entertaining uhatter were 


Reena Roy: 

Shalru’s 
chatter box 



MUhun: Silence is silver, speech us gold 



the highlights ot the show. 
Rcldia sat throuj^ the 
event with a smirk on her 
face which read : “Wait 
till next year—that'U be 
the year of Rckha.’’ 


B engali cinema has beer 
introduced to a good 
combioation; Atnol and 
Smtto from Bombay. A 
Press conference was held 
recently to announce the 
nwiking of Ashwamadhar 
Chora, the Bengali produc¬ 
tion in which the two are . 
cast. Smita sat throughout 
the conference hunc^ in 
her soot like a curious 
youngster. She looked as if 
she was brought to a party 
of grown-ups. Ihe star was 
gaping at everyone and 
everything with a wonder- 
struck look. But stie will 
conic alright in the movie. 
Her off-screen crumpled 
looks are now quite iamiliar 
to the glitter-world sharks. 

E VERYQNE knows that a 
male star feels 
embarrassed if the word 
gets around that be needs ■ 
wig. But who could una- 
giiie that a female star 
would feel equally embar¬ 
rassed and try her utmost 
” to bide the fact that she 
< needs spectuctes’/ Can veu 
I beat it? Fm specs are 
I quite in, especially tbow 
a with tbe new in-framea. 

|. But our Iktie girl Momhtuni 
I avokb glasses like the 
.s plague. She even doesn’t 
mind getting a squint. 

Maybe she believes Uut men 
don’t make passes at girls 
who wear glasses. And that 
is why she has this squint 
and makes most of the 
passes herself, e^pectalfy 
at heroes like Vinod Mahra. 


S AJ^IJEEV is no more the 
biggest contender for 
the title ot tilmdom’s biggest 
kanjoos. Now it s his pal 
Jeelendra who is in the 
running. Jcelii wre.sied the 
title from the senior, oon- 
tinned kanjuus Rajendra 
Kumar. One wonders what 
Reema Kapoor, brought up 
on the extravagance of 
the Kapoors, would have 
dune as tbe daughter-in-law' 
of Rajendra Kumar ? 

'T'HE producer who can 
* heave a sigh of relief is 
Raj Grover. He ha.s 
tinished shooting Farveen 
babt's bit foi his new lilni 
Taaijat. .Now it doosn’i 
matter really if she decides 
to chuck films for good. 
There was no doubt that she- 
would complete a big- 
budgct iiliii like 5huan. 

But a nciw producer like 
llaj Grover would have been 
badly hit it she bad jilted 
his film. ■ 
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KHAAS BAAT 


\ MALAYALAM director 
r\ who has more than 50 
ilins <0 his credit will soon 
lecd a psychiatrist. He is 
xinvinued that his wile 
las hixoine a vitAkn to the 
wil spirits Kcncfiatcd by 
iulu Maliewtra. it's disj(us- 
.inc to listen to such 
lories, but they’re bein« 
luated every day since 
ihoba’s tragic doath. 
rrrnicaMy, Baiu MialK'iidra 
vas the mao who phofogia. 
ihcd his Ingxest hit. 

P IJK moment Pralap 
Polhen was paired with 
►ri vidya in two successive 
i8ms, the pulp Press in 
torala started stMiwniiig 
gossips. “Since my Thakara 
turned out to be a reootd 
smasher, all kinds of nasty 
stories about me have been 
created. But linking my 
name with Sri Vidya was 
the linrit. She’s married to a 
very sucocssiul producer, 
and touch-wood, it’s such an 
ideal relationship, .lust as 
was thinking how nice M's 
to work with a seasoned 
artiste like Sri Vidya the 
gossip mills have started 
■rinding...’’ ouinplained 
iPratap. 

O NB cannot help admir¬ 
ing Jayalalitha'a candour 
When a Bwibay-hased 
journalist thou^t she wus 
married to “some Jayaram" 
because she calls herself 
JayalalMha Jayaivnii, titc 
star not only corrected him 
(Jayaram happens to be her 
father’s name) but also 
added that she has been 
going steady with the 
Telugu actor Shoban Babu 
for the last seven years. “I 
cannot marry him as he’s 
already married,” said the 
actress who's struggling to 
atage a come-back. Asked it 
Moban Babu could be a help 
to her, Jayalaliiha replied. 
“I’d rather try on my own.” 
Whether she succeeds in 
doing k or not, one must 
say this much of her : that 
she’s one actress wdro 
doesn’t go around cribbing, 
and despite the emotiunai 
and prot^essional upheavals in 
her young life she carried 
herself with poise and 
dignity. 

S tars in Madras seem 
' to have more cfuunchas 
and side-kicks than the 
ones in Bombay. Some of 
the enterprising ones help 
the upoonting stars to 
organise fan-duhe (called 
Manrtfmt). They go around 
decorating dnema halls. 


screening new movies of 
their matince-idots and 
keeping a tab of his/her 
bux-oflice recuids. Chtnnn 
Annamalai, once a strug¬ 
gling chamcha, made his 
fortune when he organised 
hundreds of Sivaji Ganeaan 
Manrams throughout 
Tamil Nadu. As a tedten 
of appreciation Sivaji help¬ 
ed him turn producer. 

Some of his earlier 
ventures including General 
ChaKravarthy were hits 
but his most ambkious ’ 
film Dharmaraja turned 
out to be the thud of the 
season. Annamalai must 
be thinking that he should 
have been independent 
long back. 


r E failure of Dharmaraja 
is worrying K. R. 

Vijaya. Most of her hit 
films starred Sivaji and H’s 
a long Song time since she 
carried a film on her own 
shoulders. 

A WELL-known 

psychiatrist in the city 
may soon go bookers. 

He often gets frantic calls 
from fans who want to 
speak to Dr Rajkumar. 

There is one particularly 
lonely flady who keeps 
telephoning him at odd 
hours. Ihe psychiatrist 
has been telling his caller.s 
tbiti he is nut the Kannada 
hero, Kajkumur (who 



resides mostly in Madras) 
and has an honorary 
doctorate. Our suggestion 
to the harassed psychiatrist 
is to add bis family or 
caste name to the inser¬ 
tion in the teleplione 
directory. 

Sometime ago when the 
psychiatrist had gone to 
England, his wife was 
-harassed by the lonely 
lady who rciused to believe 
that her matiiicc-idol 
was in the UK. “I just 
want to hear him sing 
once over the phone. 1 
saw him coming out of a 
studio this evening. How 
could he have gune to 
lamdon'^’ she insi-sted. 

'I'HE first film dii octet! 
a bv Lakshi MuzHalm 
PalUilam is I airly interest 
iiig but since it was 
supervised by her ’guru’ 
director K. Balachander. th( 
credit for its success has 
gone to him. 

B HARATIRAJA and bis 
cameraipan for five 
films, Nivas, sccin to have 
parted company for good 
after producing Kallukkul 
licram. Tliis film was 
directed by Nivas in which 
Bharatiraja pla.vc‘d the 
frero. Will Bharatiraja art 
again'f Right from his 
first venture he has been 
acting in his own films in 
the Hitciicuck tradition. 

But if he threatens to do 
a full length role aMio. 
distributors may refuse 
to touch the flhn. 

rr*HE surprise hit of the 
1 season is Oru Talai 
Ragam, u film packed with 
new talents. The film 
has Toopa playing the 
heroine oppccsite Shankar. 

A uollcge campus serves as 
the background for the 
film. 'Iliis film is expected 
to thrill viewers of all 
shades. 

N ANUITA BOSE, the 
Bengali actress who 
was threatening to make 
K big in Malayalam lilins is 
sitting idle these days. 

What went wrong? Ihe 
grapevine tells me that she 
was in the habit of putting 
on silly airs. Malayalam 
producers believe that since 
they can have more ; 

popular artistes like Zarina 
Wahah, why bother about 
Nandita? 


PIOUSJI 


39 







THE WORLD 


Thar’ she blows! 


C(anary) major 


'Ihis Monroe was no Ma- 
rUyn, however bard she 
mUht try to show herself 
off as one. In fact, this 
skirt-blowinK, lea-barina 
Miri is Constance Forsiund, 
who is fitarrina as the one 
and only Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe. Sbo showed a lot of 
leii during the HiUninff 
of This rear's Blon^, 
the ilrst In the series of 
three NBC-TV presenta¬ 
tions, based on Carson 
Ksinin's Moviola, the 
bostieller which detli 
with the life of Marilyn 
Monroe. Ms Forsiund re- 
Greeted the famous skirt- 
blowing episode, origi- 
DSlIy taken from the 
movie, Savon Voor tteh. 
In the Him Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe’s skirt bad blown 
thanks to a mischievous 
wind, but Ms Forsiund 
adopted a different tedi- 
nlque to achieve the 
seme result; she stood 


Inscrutable 

ailment 

That old historical tor¬ 
mentor of travellers—the 
Sphinx — is in torment. 
Nearly 5,000 years of 
harsh weather has made 
the Sphinx lose its beauti¬ 
ful nedt, paws and sidos. 
They are all crumbling 
and adding to the sanda of 
the pyramids. 

The hullabaloo was 
raised by the Egyptian 
newspaper, At Ahram 
which said: “Whether wo 
Ilka it or not, the Sphinx 
le sick and his condition 
•-Respite official stete- 

5 eats—Is not reassur- 
g". This raised a hue 
end cry In tho Parliament. 
According to the news- 
neper the causes for the 
Bpalna’s flaking and crum- 
bUBg skin were sand¬ 
storms, wind, rain, rising 
underground water end 
pollution from cars. When 
fte issue went to the Ps^ 
Usment, the Minister of 
Culture Mr Mantour He- 
■an said that there wes 
nothing to worry about 
and that he was waiting 
for a more detailed diag¬ 
nosis^ Egypt was goiug to 
sign a contract with 
Sweoo, a Swedish ensl 
■seering Hrm for a tho¬ 
rough examination. 



Gone are the days when 
birds were used to send 
wartime letters and mes-- 
sages from one place ti 
another, Birds are .now 
used for peaceful purpo¬ 
ses and being trainod in 
the arts. Indeed, in the 
Ukri,inc, o cunury singing 
group has come Into exis¬ 
tence and ornithologists 
era breeding and training 


canaries that can slog the 
hoes for the group. This 
singing group has not- 
confined its diirplng to 
light music but ts trying 
its beaks at ciaMical mu- 
ale too, for tba repertoire 
includes the Moonliahl 
Sonata end some Russlaa 
folk songs. 0ns wonders 
who the conductor is go¬ 
ing fo be. 


Royal air farce 


on the West 50tb Street 
Metro slrsbeft. And ss 
the skirt blew, photo¬ 
graphers lost no time. 


This time It is the RAF 
Bucoancer huclcer bom¬ 
bers that do not seem to 
fly. During o recent exor- 
clis wHh the United Sta¬ 
tes Air Force, one of the 
British bombers crashed 
in the Nuvsda desert 
with a broken wing cou- 
aed by fatigue cracks 
while trying to evade 
aomc American fighters In 


See no cleavage 




Orcy-t 


Japanese tltiiens ilmplv 
do not tnliiK tho samo 
way as other people do. 
And it nevdeu a Jupanese 
to tell us that. Th* 
Joponese Brain is a book 
written by Dr Tadanobu 
Tiunuda of the Tokyo 
Medical and Dental Re¬ 
search institute and ac¬ 
cording to him his coun¬ 
trymen's grey cells func¬ 
tion unlike tbose of 
others. He- has years 
of research to back him 
up. Sound and language 
lOterpretaliuiis function 


diiterbatty in Woibera and 
Japaneae brains. The 
learned doctor says that 
the Japanese can beat 
rippling water or the 
found of • cricket more 
clearly tbsn anyone elaa 
since Japanese brains im 
tegrste ell the functions 
of mechanical end musi¬ 
cal aounus. That is why. 
according to Dr Tsunoda, 
the Japanese have a prio¬ 
rity for sentiment and 
culture while Westerners 
■tress more on logic and 
ethics. 


B aimulatad low laval air 
flgbt. The poor pa^fo^ 
menca by the BuoeHneers 
have 3ea RAF offideli to 
oonuder serving the en¬ 
tire force. This no doubt 
will doel ■ blow to Europe 
and the North Atiamic 
that would be left with¬ 
out the aervicea of the 
highly .trained equodroni 
till 19B2. 


Thera she wael Bewlt'' 
ching Ms Zat Zae Gallin' 
in a very provocative 
dresa with an even m<»« 
plunging newline. She 
arrived hand in hand with 
Tony RandaU and together 
they made an odd oouide 
for the roundup benefit of 
the Myasthenie Grevia Fo¬ 
undation at Madliott Squa¬ 
re Garden in New York' 
City on May S. It was only 
natural for the pbetogre- 
pbera to start aicxiDg 
their cameru. Poor Ibny 
Randall. Seeing ell the 
attention the lady was ge¬ 
tting 1 m tapped im nil 
butt Stetson SM did thn 
on^ thing be oould tblqk 
ofiwver her neddine. 


Mo queer bre 

TImee era bed for the 
gar community. Homo- 
aexuele can be dtamlseed 
from Jobe if they ire die- 
covered to be gays, an 


tbo gay community fears 
tbit tbey grill face • lot 
more persecntiiM in Itbsr 
year*. Ibc tribunal bad 
upheld the diemiaaei Of a 
43-year-oM' handyman 
sinoe'he was supposed to 
have 'indulged in homo- 
sexuality.'' ~ . 









Women mostly ignored 


Bv S. URMILA MAJUMDAR 



(tC^UOM a politiral «nd economic 
* point of view woinen in China 
enjoy equal pui>itiun!> with men. The 
Constitution, Party and State shows 
ftreat concern for the well bcinu fur 
the wom.'n." 

“Abortion is legal. Anyone can 
have any abortion liWe anyone can 
iive a bad toolh pulled out.” 


Those arc two ol the lew slateinen- 
ts that Mrs llasna Jasimuddin Moud- 
ud inakos about Chinese women in 
her book. Mrs Muudud first lets us 
know of her desire to .study “especi¬ 
ally the women” in China; then we 
discover that she devotes no mor<! 
that 10 of the 89 pages in her book 
to the topic. 


Even in the first chapter one begins 
to have doubts about the central 
theme of the book. There is a section 
titled ‘Federation of Chinese Women’ 
which takes up six pages, the longest 
passage in the entire book dealing 
with women in China. But all other 
references made bv the author on the 
topic are confined to scattered state¬ 
ments. Indeed, so scanty is her treat¬ 
ment of women and, comparatively, 
so exhau.stive her treatment of many 
other things that the book could well 
have been called anything from 
'Nature in China’, to ‘China, the 
l..iiid of Tea’. 

The book is simply a Bangladeshi 
Minister’s wife’s diary , and not a 
particularly brilliant diary at that. 
Even the descriptions lack the insight 
one associates with class writing. 

This is more a teenager’s diarv. 

However, as a travelogue, the book 
might have some value, for the author 
provides details on scepic spots, 
folklore, the arts and cuisine of China, 
and succeeds an informing us, albeit 
en passant, that the post liberation 
period has provided women with bett¬ 
er opportunities in all spheres of acti¬ 
vity. 

(Women in China by Hasna Jasimuddin 
Moudud, Vikas, Rs 45)' 
















chess 



k. A. MHiM* (■l•efc) le mpv* 



Harry Kiri (Whlla) 

THE Japanata granitmaalar K A MIkaia 
can gal hlmaalf mated from almoti any 
poaition with remarkable speed Take the 
poallion he reached aa Black agalnat Harcy 
Kirl in the Yokohama League last month 
Harry, who lovea to aacrlMce hia pieces, hart 
already aacrlticed most ol them by the lime 
they reached the position in lha diagram He 
would have resigned long ago. but he knew 
of MIkaaa's reputation 
Whlla Mikaze (Black) was thinking about 
his move. Harry spotted that It it were his (le 
While's) turn he'could try 1 H--K4 where¬ 
upon Mikaze might find 1 R—N2 allowing 
2, R- KR4 double chock and mate He then 
noliced that the tact that it was Black's 
move in the position made it much more 
dllliciilt lor Mikaze to walk into a male in 
two But Harry was underestimating his 
opponent s resourcetulness 

Mikaze moved Harry hadn't expected this 
one and thought toi a long time over his 
reply which made his opponent very impa 
lieni so much so that when Harry eventually 
did make his move. Mikaze banged down 
his reply wilhnul thinking Harry glanced at 
the board and coolly delivered male in one' 
Howaiid Ihp game end’ 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 



I HE Italians showed more enterprise than 
their American opponents on this deal from 
the qualifying round of the wo/ld champion¬ 
ship last year With better inspiialion in the 
play, they might have gained points instead 
ol losing them 


Dealer. Horlh. Game all. 


A 7 6 S 
» 8 7 5 4 
« » 6 3 2 
4i K S 


A Q 10 9 3 

» - 

♦ J 8 4 

A AJ 10832 

N 

W E 
5 


* A KJ 84 2 
V 9 3 

♦ K 7 

*084 
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V AKOJI06? 

♦ A Q 10 6 

* 9 7 

When Lauria, lor Italy, opened One 
Spade, Solowa)( overoaiied with four Hearts 
and played there. Thia wat tha bidding at 
the other table' 


SOUTH 

WEST 

HORTH 

EAST 

franco 

Kantar 

Do falco Elaanbei 

— 

— 

Ho 

1* 

dblf 

Ho 

3* 

Ho 

3A 

Ho 

3HT 

Ho 

4« 

No 

ft* 

No 

8« 

Ho 

Ho 

Ho 

Wfsi ifd 

a apade. 

South ruffad. drt 


trumps, and led a low club, on which Kantar 
cmartty playad lha King Oa f alco won with 
tha Ace and usad hia only entry to lead the 
Jack of diamondt Eventually he had to lose 
lha fourth round of diamonde to Weal's 9 
II would have been slightly better play tor 
declarer to duck the Ural round o' clubs 
Tha beat exit for Waal is s second club to 
dummy's Ace South knows the heart dis¬ 
tribution and can read East for * O a a It ha 
can judge that East holds sia spades, then 
he must be 6-2-2-3 end the right card from, 
dummy is a low diamond, not the Jack 


Winning Card Pla)t, by Hugh Kelsey (Gol- 
lancz Master Bridge Senes, C5 83), is 
thoroughly workmanlike as one woulrl 
expect Casting no aspersions, lor great 
minds think alike. It did strike me that the 
format and contents bore a cousinly rela¬ 
tionship to Dormer's and my Play ot the 
Cards' Improve Your Opening Leeds, by 
Hugh Kelsey and John Matheson 'Gotianz. 
C3 50). contains none of the usual stsrila 
iniunctions but a sei les of instructive prob¬ 
lems. with the full deal slown in the answer 
In a quiet way. one ol the best ol recent^ 
books 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 




It IS almost a century since Captain Cook 
first appeared on a poetage etarnp A aartee 
Issued In New South Walet in 1888 lo mf rk 
the centenary of the colony Included a 4d 
stamp showing his portraH. Since than hun¬ 


dred* of etampa have bean laauad In Wa 
honour, moat of Ihatn In tha Pacific Wanda 
which ha vWlad during Me thraa voyOgasof 
axploratlon. Tha Diacovary, one of the two 
ahlpa In which ha made hto leaf aapadHIon. 
If featured on a recant tiamp from ft 
Helena. 

C. W. HJIU_ 

quiz 


• ■ 

OUftTIONt 

1. When did the CIA offlolilly oome 
Into being 7 

2. What 18 eurhythmica 7 

3. Which l 8 thd first Engllih anti- 
noval 7 

4 . What Is lha currency of Qutm 7 

5. What Is a keratomatar uied for 7 

6 . What is a frama-story 7 

7. What Is a SIJo 7 

8 . Who was tha first swimmer to 
win three Individual titles In tha 
Olympic Games 7 

0. Which is Federico Fellini’s first 
movie 7 

10 What Is the ‘Autumn Sonata'? 

11. Why Is chamber music so 
called 7 

12. Who Is the pioneer of the 
Expressionist movement In music 7 

13. Whal are Ihe names of Ihe 
satellites of Neptune ? 

14. What is Tossing the Caber 7 

15. What is trampollnlng ? 
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It wu a beautiful beuoning. 
latnontaneouscompUment to 


That^tontaneouscompument to 
daaaic, our pmtige moulded 
lugpge rante, was all we could 
have hoMd for. 

But oHtt was Delphina 
Muioponlous.* A mixtUK of 
old'worid Oracle and Jet> 
setting beauty. 

“Your ‘V-LP.’ will go 
places'* she said, in the same 
occult tone. 

"It already has" we said 
confidently. 'V.I.P.' goes to 
4fi countries around the world I" 

"I'm sure I’ve taken it to 
49--at the very least!" quipped 
the shipping hmiess who found 
it diOimt to stay away from 
water. Even on land. 

"Tliemost beautiful thing 
about ‘V.I.P.* is Hs clean line. 
Oassic—that's a good name 
for it,” 

"We also have another range 
—Tiavtfle’’ we informed her. 

*^SeM people can travel 
light", sie shruMed, "Me, 

1 take ahtog ajhwen suitcases 
or aiMe;^ Ohusiet," 

*HW«M»ee, I alwi^ take 
• Ht df Oieece ssith me 
•haBst^ lgo—ittii in case 


1 feel a little homesick,” 
she confessed. “So I choose 
the'V.I.P.’blueofthe 
Mediterranean sky, the green of 
the olive groves and the gold 
of the Grecian sunshine..:' 

"We’ve built one of the 
largest luggage factories in 
the world" we said modestly. 

“That’s splendid" she 
enthused. “We Greeks love 
monuments to everything. 

Even success." 

“Of course” we said, “in 
today’s world, practicality is 


-imporaw. So we build our 
‘V.I.NUreally tough.” 
“lIKt how they survive 
voyages'’ she 

exclaiB with an admiring 
smlla.Spiy next Odyssey is 
to AfTfp,..and I’ve got my 
'V.I.P.i^itcases pa»ed and 
ready # it.” 

“Wa^ sure you’ll like our 
Carry-<w” we said. 

“W(Ht" she joked, “there 


she joked, “there 




are some who say Greeks love 
to carry on. Regardless I That, 
of course, is another of those 
Greek Myths." 

“We nope you will return to 
India soon" we said. 

“Nai! Nall” she replied. 

“I most certainly will! I’ve got 
to visit so many good friends. 
Like you." 

Seeing our confusion she 
explained that ‘nai’ was ‘yes’ in 
Greek. Now, you know how the 
expression talking Greek arose! 

We said a regretful goodbye, 
observing that nobody could 
now talk about the Greek 
influence in India and think 
only of Alexander the Great I 

• To protect the privacy of our 
■ y.I.P.' customers, it has been 
necessary to conceal their 
actual identities. 


ells class. . 
r^ere in the worn. 


Blow Plut Limited, 

P.O. Box No. 9I4S, Bombay 400 023. 
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Sunday week 


Thi* WMk the Sun «lorw to In Tnunw. Mnreury and Vwum are in Qamlni. Jupiter, Saturn, Rahu and Mara ara oonjolnad 
In Lao. Naptuna and Uranua ara In Scorpio. Ketitu alono to In Aquartua. Tha Moon.will ba movinp through Capricom, 
Aquartea and Ptocaa from Sagittariua. 


21 — 


AprN 20) This waak 
your affairs mate good 
prograss despite soma 
anidaty and annoyance. 
Your haalth may need an extra 
care. Much will depend on how 
you mate the decisions. Your 
family Nte may- create problems 
which may in turn affect the tlnan> 
clal front Check all extravagant 
tendanolea. Wait lor important 
lettara before taking a decision. You 
will mate new friends. Good dates: 
3, 5 and 8. Ludm numbers: 2 and 
a. Patmurabte dieclion: South. 

a TAURUS (AprH 21 — 
22) In the early 
part of this week you 
will gain on the finan- 
eial front. Favours 
from high authority are likely. Elder¬ 
ly rslativaa will prove helpful, but 
monay-mattera need careful handl¬ 
ing. Quard yourself against extra¬ 
vagance and imposition. Eschew 
apaoulatlon and avoid changes. 
A friend from the opposite sex may 
betray you. Oeod dates: 1. 2. 3 and 
4. Luew numbers: 1, 10 and 5. 
PavourwoWreetions: West and 
Soulii. 

OIMINI (May 23 — 
Jane 21) This to an 
important, eventful week 
lor you. Property- 
dealings and specula¬ 
tion are welMgnifled. A good 
time tor romance and marriage. Go 
tor all kinds of changes. Women 
folk may prove helpful but they 
may hinder progress. You may get 
entangled in needless quarrels. 
But gains on tbs financial front are 
predicted. A secret matter will pro- 
graaa. Oeod dates: 2. 3, 5 and 6. 
uwhy numbers: 3, 9 and 6. 
Paeeuiabto difeclione: South and 


CANCER (June 22 — 
Jute 22) Exercise tact 
and pattenoe in ail your 
buelneoa transactions. 
Soak and act upon 
dw adidee of the elders. Quard 
agakiet disputss. Axpid change. 
Sato gu ard your health and that of 
your tamlly. Do not throw discre¬ 
tion to the winds. Bo cautious in 
y eoo b and correspondence. A aud- 
dant aioknees may « 4 >sel your plans. 

your tamper under control. 
Taka care of your valuablaa. Oeod 
dllMl2,4and7 Lucky numbers: 
1 andS Pte fou iobte dnecnont North. 


LEO (July 22 — August 
22) New friendships 
and pleaaant rslatlon- 
ships are Hteiy. Your 
health and that of 
your family will improve. This week 
to favourable for marriage and 
dealings with elders. Make hay 
while the sun shines. You will gain 
on the flnancial front in unexpected 
.ways. A good time for travel. 
Letters from distant places will 
gring good news. A friend may 
betray you. Good dotes: l. 4 and 6. 
Lucky nuntoers: 4, 6 and 8. Favour- 
obla direcitione: East and North- 
waet 

VIRGO (August 23 

~ September 22) 

^ Moderate success In 
money-matters to pre- 

^ dieted. But do not be 

careless in business interviews and 
correspondence. New friends enter 
(your life and contribute much to 

your happiness. Children and 

womenfolk may cause some an¬ 
xiety. Guard against over optimism. 
If tmu are careful, luck will surely 
smile on you. Good deles: 2, 4, 5 
and 7. Lucte numbers: 5. 3. 7 and 
8. Faveurauie dtoecitons: North- 


BAQITTARIUB 01 ov 


west and South. 


BCORPiO (October 23 
— N eee m he r 21) This 
f week m^ be some- 

^ V \ j what disappointing. 

* ^ Problems on the finan¬ 
cial hont and ootimlaxltles In busi¬ 
ness ore likely.* But new friend¬ 
ships will contribute to your hsppl- 
HMs. You need pattenoe and seif- 
confidence to gat throi^ tha dlfn- 
oultles. Seek and act upon the 
advice of friends and elders. Your 
own Inhiition should also prove vm 
helpfuT. Good dotoe: 4, 5 and & 
LuMv a utobe m ; 4, 8 and 7. Poveip* 
ebte dboatton: South. 


Iter 2k) You will ex- 
partonoa a strange 

^ ^ mixture of good and III 
fortunes. Meet unexpected lose and 
anxiety with courage. Postpone 
courtship, marriage and other chan¬ 
ges. Do not be careiaes In your 
Business affairs. Eschew doubtful 
friendships and concentrate on your 
profession. A new friend of the op- 
poeite sax will contribute to your 
happinesa. Good dates: 3, 5, 6 
and 7. Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 
10. Favourabie dkeetton a ; West 
and North. 

CAPRICORN (Dseam- 
bar 22 — January 20) 
You win have an aotive, 
Jj hto>py and successful 

You ^11 p„o. 

per In business. Qood fortune on 
all fronts to predicted although 
yoq may be faced with disagree' 
ments. Curb lir^uosity and 
check irritations. Push your affairs 
to the utmost. An old friend will 
come to your rescue. Check all 
extravagant tendencies. Do not 

S amble for high stakes. Good datoe: 

, 4. 5 and 6. Lucky numbers: 3. 4 
and a. Favourabie directum: East. 


LIBRA (September 23 
— October 22) Success 
on certain fronts to 
yiVTirv predicted. You will 
• gain financially, often 
unexpectedly. But guard against 
deception from women folk. Do not 
enter Into arguments with col¬ 
leagues. Postpone courtship and 
marriage. Concentrate more on 
business affairs. Adopt novel 
methods for success In business. 
Wait for important letters. Good 
datoe: 1, 2. S and 8. Lucky num- 
bore: 1, 2 and 3 Favmirabio direc- 


AGUARIUB (January 21 
- February 18) Suc- 
*••• happiness 

will be your portion 
this weak. This week 
to favourable for love, marriage and 
other auspicious events. You may 
havf to go on a pleasant Journey. 
You will go through beneficial 
changes. Success of your child¬ 
ren is predicted. Intellectual and 
artistic activities will keep you en¬ 
gaged. New friendships are also 
likely. Good dates: 1, 2, 3 and 6. 
Lucky nimibers: 2, 4 and S. Favour¬ 
able dkeciton: North. 

Places (February 23 
““ **•**• *®) Success, 
good fortune and hap- 
^ness are predicted. 
YOU will benefit through 
elderly women and business col¬ 
leagues. Your own originality and 
buwnese acumen will also help you 
to aucoaad. You will gain through 
unexpected sources. . Friends from 
the opposite sex will prove helpful. 
Watch ybur finances..Good dates: 
1, 3, 5 and & Lucky numbers : 
'4 and 8. Favourable Wroetion : teutn 

M B. RAMAN 
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Bold and pastel colours. In genuine Ask for our New Apsara, Loyal Skipper 
polyester blends. Soft sheer fabrics and Snow Peak in 80/20 blend. Viking 


ideal for blouses and dress materials. 
We've got them all in our special sum¬ 
mer collection. 


in 50/50 and Triple Bee. Remember, 
Binny gives you only genuine polyester 
blends. Besides, we also offer you a 
variety of designs. 
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polyester blend shfaTings 
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this India 



CALCUTTA; Hie ladles oompaitment 
of die Bandel-Howndi Local was the 
venue of a unique farewell meetins wi 
, F riday (May 16) mornini. The recipient 
•^as Mrs Hemlata Devi, a school teacher 
' who had been traveiUnj: in that tram 
daily for the past 42 years. The parti¬ 
cipants were her fellow oNmnuters, 
women going to work hi Calcutta. 
Friday was her day of retirement when 
she boaided the train for the last time. 
The meeting was perfect in eve^ 
detail, supervised by Mrs Sovana Ghcwh, 
ri senior member of the cxxnmuting 
fraternity. Another senior member 
was elected president of the meeting. 
There was an opening song airf 
speeches recalling Mrs Hemlata Devi’s 
long association with the atfiy morn¬ 
ing journey every day. Sife Was given 
"resents and a scroll. Then with the 
^ing .song the function was over—a 
' fiction that not many perhaps knew 
«fout, but those who did would re- 
memter for ever— The Statesmaii (D 
N Chopra, Ranchi) 

(.X:HIN; An institute awarding fake 
(liploraa certificates in medical labora- 
torv technology has been unearthed, 
I'lv police claim. The institute has for 
the past three rears been selling 
liipluma certificates, purported to have 
been issued In' leading doctor.s along 
with character certificates and record 
hooks to “trainees" to meet the grow¬ 
ing demand for medical laboratevry 
technicians in Gulf countries, police 
said. The existent* of the Institute 
at nearly Kaloor came to light when 
a “trainee” who had paid his fee for 
a three-mooth course in the morning 
«Mgid got his “certificate" in the evening 
’ nported the matter to the police. Acc¬ 
ording to police the institute has been 
charing Rs 1,000 for a first class 
diploma certificate, Rs 700 for a second 
dass and Rs $00 for a third dass. 
Police took into custody the ‘principal’ 
and another person besides seizing 
some records and seals used by the 
institute — The Hindu (G. Sriram, 
Madras) 

SALEM: It is never too late for Cuiud, 
god (tf love, to make even a per.son 
who has lived the full three score and 
ten yews, fan in love. This has been 
prov^ by ^ well attended marriage 
of 73-year-oki Nagappan with 63-year- 
oU Kolnndai at AJMikarai near Mettur 
Jast week. Nagappan, a washerman. 
‘TSad remained a bachelor, but Kolundai 


I HHiStntionfAht Btiuun Malik 


pn:# rt. 30 fof tite antry gtvan ftru 


was mbrried four decades ago but was 
deserted by her husband. Her only 
daughter is the mother of three. The 
two had met at a dhobi khana and it 
was love at first night —The HMu 
(Oiindra Manobaran, Ootacamund) 

GWALIOR; An American girl sat on 
fast outside the Gwalior Central Jail 
in sympathy with the nine dacoits who 
have hwB on indefinite fast here since 
May 1 demanding their release. Miss 
San Bond who is impressed by the 
Gandhiaa philosophy, sat witii two 
workers of the Gandhi Seva Ashram— 
Deccan Chronicle (Or S. Suresh Batm, 
Nizamabad) 

NEW DELHI; A suit pending for the 
last 28 years is to come up in a court 
here later this month for hearing of 
fiiui arguments. The suit was filed on 
Dec 11, 1352 under the Dispiaoed Per¬ 
sons Act hr the late Rai Sahib Prithvi 
Raj, a contractor, claiming about Rs 2 
lakh from Jaroia Millia Islamia Univer¬ 
sity and its ViceOiaiwellor for hav¬ 
ing constructed a teachers’ training 
hostel on his Hand. 'The issues in the 
case were framed in 1956. The recor¬ 
ding of evidence running into 2,300 
pages, was concluded on March 30. 
1971. About IS judicial officers have 
deaR with the case so far. An equal 
number of pleaders have been repla¬ 
ced b}' both the parties. A sub-judge 
who initially heart the cdse, is now a 
judge of the Delhi High Court, while 
another sub-judge who had heart it 
has sine* retired after serving as High 
Court judge — The Hindustan Times 
(B. B. 1,. Sharma. New Delhi) 

KARNAL; The B4ock Development 
office at Rddaur, 50 kin from here, is 
the scene of a drama which has lie 
come a source of amusement in ttie' 
area. According to authentic sources, 
Mr Jawahar Lai, Block Development 
Officer, was transfened from Kadaur 
and his successor, Mr Vijay Sbarma. 
took over on May 5. But Mr Jawahar 
Lai got hiS transfer order staved. Now 
both have placed their chairs faang 
each other in the office. Both are 
signing the files and giving orders. 
One of them has taken charge of the 
cash and the other has charge of the 
office record The office stafi arc in a 
fix as to whom they should obey The 
people of the area do not know who 
they should approadi for their prob¬ 
lems. Both claim to be the real Block 
Development Officer — The Tribune 
(R. N. Sulthan, Chandigarh) 

ROORKIE; A quarrel over 50 paise 
cost a young woman her nose The 
police said a woman demanded 50 
paise from her husband here last 
evening. The man refused. There was 
an exchange of hot worts and in a fit 
of rage the man chopped off her 
nose. The cbopped-off nose was later 
handed over to the police—Timas of 
India (S. R. Swamy. Tutioorin) 


without comment 


WHAT the Assame,jv' want -to do 
to the non-Assamese >.>. in essence, 
what Idi Amin did to tb.>. Indians 
in Uganda—Rahul Singh in fiusi 
ness India 

SOME anti-nationals were active 
in Assam, fomenting trouUe and 
trying to disintegrate the coun¬ 
try’s sedidarity —iifis Indira Gandhi 

IT was Mrs Gandhi who had a se¬ 
cret pact with the former Pakis¬ 
tani Prime Minister, the late Mr 
Bhutto, during the Simla confe¬ 
rence—^ B. Vajpayee, ex-Foreign 
Minister 

INDIA had in no way compromi¬ 
sed its foreign policy as a result 
of these two meetings (with the 
then Foreign Ministers of Israel 
and South Africa)—Morarji Desai 

THIS (Mr Sanjay Gandhi’.s inter-, 
tercnce in the administration) 
should be stopped in the interests 
of democracy and fair administra¬ 
tion—Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister oi 
West ^ngal 

NOBODY can bring up anyone 
unless you sustain yourself. PoOi- 
Ucs is not business management— 

C. M. Stephen on Sanjay Gandhi’s 
rise to power 

I AM feeling very comtortable 
that 1 have nothing to do this sii- 
lunier—H. N. Bahuguna after quit¬ 
ting the Cknigress (1) 

IT is not whether we win that 
matters, hut the Jana Sangh 
should be taught a lesson—A J.i- 
natr) leader in Madbva Pradesh 
quoted Hi ihc Staiesmun 

MANY Ill us lu India tend to take 
Bancladrsb for granted. Either w,- 
exi'Kif! too much from Bangladesh 
or wc give It up altogether—^M. 
Dubey. the Indian High Commis 
sioner in Bangladesh 

JUST like the Americans and the 
Chinese .the Soviets would not 
want a hostile government being 
established aiiong tbcir frontiers. 
They may feel encircled by the 
USA and China and want to de- | 
fend theinselvc-s—Eric Gonsalves, i 
Secretary in the Indian External I 
Affairs Ministry I 

1 AM more concerned right now 
that they (joumali-sts) should go 
on writing, because whether th"v 
write for or against, thev bi'iiig 
more and more people to me. And 
once a person comes here, it is 
very diflicult to escape—Acharya 
Rajneesh quoted in CwTent 

I THINK I was bom with a talent 
lor humour li isn’t something I 
have Jearnt—Woody Allen quoted 
in Debonair 
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during the Emergency. During the 
laaata mj he was entrusted with 
the task of carrying out a raid on 
: hfrs Gandhi’s farmhoose at 
raali, oif the ootsldrts Delhi. As 
a result he has now been given 
mardilng orders from the capital 
and shunted off to Kohima. Prmea. 
sional hazards, perhaps. 


DONNING NEW 
COLOURS 


THE University of Delhi, whidh 
has on its rolls nearly one lakh 
students, has got a new vice<han- 
cellor, Gurubaksh Singh, who com* 
es from the Benaras Hindu Univer¬ 
sity, The pro-vioe<diancellor*s post 
has gone to P. C. Mukherji, a 59- 


h'AMj ■ 1 4f VlftTr 


Jaftrrwhan 

ON MAY 4. liquor shops in Delhi 
remained open for the first time 
on a Sund^ after many months. 
Under Morarji Desai the capital 
had more dry days in a year than 
wet ones. In the new policy ann¬ 
ounced recently, the numh» of 
dry days has hMU drastically reduc¬ 
ed and Sundays have been spared 
from the ‘dry’ net. But the initial 
happiness on the iMrt of liquor 
enthusiasts of Delhi was shortliv¬ 
ed. Though the state-owned liquor 
shops were open on May 4, there 
was no heer or whisky available. 
In some shops only brandy was 
available; hardly a cheering drink 
for a hoi summer day. For a few 


days following the “relaxed” liqu¬ 
eur policy, only empty liquor shops 
were open in the capita! because 
the wholesalers were holding on 
to their stocks, hoping for a hike 
In the prices. Actually, none of the 
top people in the Union Territory 
of Delhi, who are responaibte for 
the implementation of the liquor 
policy—^Lt. Governor Jagmohan, 
Excise Commissioner Jagdish Sag- 
ar, and the chief executivea of the 
two government agencies respon¬ 
sible for liquor distribution, K. N. 
Sahani and B. Cbatterjee—drink. 
But shouldn’t they be a little kin¬ 
der to their elbow-bending brethr¬ 
en ? 


Mukberji, a former principal of 
Presidency CoUege, Calcutta, had 
worked with Gurubaksh Singh at 
the Central University, Hyderabad, 
a few years ago. Two other impor¬ 
tant posts of the University, hav¬ 
ing ranks equivalcat to that of the 
pro-VC, — the Dean of Colleges 
and Director, South Campns, have 
gone to youngsters in the Univer¬ 
sity fraternity. P. L. Malhotra (42) 
the younger brother of Lt. Gover¬ 
nor Jagmohan, has been appointed 
the Dean of Colleges. Malhotra. 
bad been the principal of the Coll¬ 
ege of Vocational Studies which 
has a student strength of around 
400 and is one of the smallest con¬ 
stituent colleges of the University. 
If Malhotra has superseded many, 
then so has AbJd. Ahmed (41) of 
the business studies department, 
who has bagged the pyestigioas 
South Campns directorship. So far' 
Delhi University—despite many, 
agitations by students, teachers 
and the kanpacharis—has been 
able to maintain its reputation of 
being a university whidi conducts 
its examinations regularly and 
where academic years begin and 
end on time. One only hopes that 
the Benaras and Calcutta Univer 
sity culture will not be Tmpeuted* 
to the University along with the 
dons. 


SHIFTING FORTUNES 


NOTEWORTHY 

MANY government servants ban 
been under'a cloud during the 
days of the Janata raj, but now it 
is perhaps the turn of others. Ram- 
anathan, press officer to Cbaran 
Singh when the latter was Prime 
Minister, is now posted as a depu¬ 
ty press information officer in char¬ 
ge of photo features in the Press 
Information Bureau of the govern¬ 
ment. He was recently given a 

notice by the government to "ex¬ 
plain his conduct" during the Lok 
Dal regime although he was post¬ 
ed to the Prime Minister’s office 
on government orders. Another 
unfortunate man is H. C. Bharga- 
va, a senior superintendent of 
police posted with the Intelligence 
bureau. He was the man in charge 
of dealing with top opposition 
leaders like Nanaji Deshmukh 

TAILPIECE; Overheard at a bur¬ 
eaucratic gathering in Deffii: 
There is a new nnrsery rhyme for 
bureancrats. 

All Joint Secrgtariea to prepan 
three notes; owe for the Minister 
one for the dame and one for the i 
little boy who lines down Safdar- 
iung Lane. 

D. E. NIZAMUDOiN 







when you’re fighting 
stubborn and severe dandruff 
you need a shampoo even 
stroller than Ciinic. 





CLINIC SPECIAL 

We know that you are happy with Clinic: it has 
worked on your dandruff, But we also know 
that there are some people whose dandruff is 
stubborn and severe. That’s why we have 
introduced a new formulation that helps clear 
stubborn and severe dandruff. Even more 
effectively than Clinic. It's Clinic Special. 

So now there are two Clinics. 

Clinic for normal dandruff. And Clinic Special 
for stubborn and severe dandruff. Together 
they are the answer to all dandruff problems. 

A qmlity product by HINDUSTAN LEVER LIMITS) M.CS-M4I 
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Dunlop Super Star HNR 
The heavy-duty 
premium 
carl 


More rubber gcK^ iiito eac 
Super Star tyre to make the tread 
deeper. Hence it lasts longer 
on the ro^. 


A special nylon casing ensures 
high reliability particularly when 
negotiating poor roads where 
tyres get damaged rTK>st. 

. CfoniBei 

A new manufacturing concept 
and a High Performance 
rubber compound make 
Dunlop Super Star put in 
more miles with less wear 
and tear. 

Unique desi a 

Extra ruggedness, broade 
profile, square shoulders in 
the Super Star tyre make 
it grip the road more firmly. 
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mm^CAR TYRE 

The heavy-duty premium car tyre. 
More reliability—more mileage! 
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‘What can you say of the Eagle &Erpon? 





“It’s always, ^ 

at your servic&.. 

morning, noon and night 


It’s handy~.” 


seals out the dust... seals in the heat 
for over 24 hours. 


SUPER TOUCH 
POLVPROPniNE 
«I0T[^ 



Oar^oB \ 


“Or..r...itls after aU „ 

an Eagle vacuum flask. 


O ARMOURED { 
BLASS REEIU ! 


I AOJUSTABIE 

I topre®ve*n”[:>| [ 

I lEAKACI^l,._ J 

\ INTO BOOT 



J 123 different nuxldb under the Eagle’s wings. 
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HOE.inA'X' NBBA.Z> 

KATHMANDU 

Just the way you want it. 


30% Eaewfim 

. rWv aVMVIV 

V OfiMtACAlAC 
Xa b'Calnilts 
X« b-IMM 


4 days & 3 nights 

accommodation on 
twin>sharing basis 



2Chita under 12 


FREE 


WITHOUT EXTRA BED 


lYaosfers 



Two Guided Sightseeings 
Rs-SOiTFree Plsty Coupons Courtesy CASINO NEPAL 



RM KRSON 

BMOLE BUmEMENT IWaOO 

5STAR ~ 


PER PERSON 




^ Hotel Soaltee 0beroi 


SmOlE SUPPUMENT Rt 100 

3 STAR HOTELS 
Crystal Yellow PSagoda 

Shangrila Narayani 
Blue Star 


AOOITIONAI. STAY AT PRO-BATA CHAROES^ 

OFFER VALID TILL SEPTEMBER 30.1980 EFFECTIVE 1st. APRIL 


FOR S55 PACKAGE ONLY: 

OBEROI HOTELS INSTANT RESERVATION SERVK^ 
NEW DELHI:6995711 BOIdBAr: 234343, 

CALCUTTA: 230181. MADRAS: 86156, 
CHANOIGARH.22401 

OR 

TRAVEL 

AGENT 


HOlalllAir 

NEBApIa 

Mr. ARUN JAIN, REPRESENTATIVE INDIA 
HOTEL AMBASSADOR NEW DELH1110003 
Ttl: on: 690391 Res ■252480 
Telex :3277 or 2703 Cable rCONRESORT 

REDO. OFFICE . P.O BOX 20B3. HOTEL SOALTEE OBEROI. KATHIMNOU 
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Get any of these 
at 25 •/ to 50 •/. 

discount for you, 
your fanii y 
and friends. 


books 


Normal Discount 
Price Price 
Rs. P. Rb. R. 


^ Outstanding 
titles on 

subjects covering 
Science 

and Technology, 
Humanities, 
Women's Interest, 
Crafts,Sports. J 




I MINI MANUALS. ^ . r.- , 

Working with clay. Teen Guide to Diet 
& Exercise, Tuning the 4 -Stroke Motor; 
cycle, Astrology for Teens, Honda ^ning 
& Maintenance. Basic Underwater Photo¬ 
graphy, Teen Guide to Hair Care, Guide to 
Saltwater Fishing, How to be a Teen 
Model. Teen Creations; Needlepoint, 

OrganicBeauty Aids, Tuning the 2-Stroke 
Motorcycle, The Freshwater 8_/u 

AQUSrium ifwi t 

2 The Illustrated Contemporary DichonaiY 

3 COX Youth, Marriages the Seductive Society ^35 » l 

5 ASHER^ Photographic Principles & Practices 138 75 «! 

6 HERRICK Electronic Troubleshooting 138 75 «.j 

7 WAGNER Environment & Man ^ 

8 RUSSELL Basic German " ^ ^ 

9 ENGER Concepts in Biology __ „ ^ 

10 TALBERT Tennis or 55 50 < 

II AUTHOR The Guitar Playw Book 86 55 50« 

12 FRACCHIA Converted into Houses 3 ^, 

13 NELSON Scieitce Activities _ i --- 

FREE postage if order is worth Rs. 100/- or more. 
Ask for our free Catalogue of Bargain Books. Order 
at home. Send no money now. We'll despatch 

the books by V.P.P. Write today to . 

BIMWK ItH RREIIII 

P.O. BOX 9928, BANGALORE 560009 


34 35 
60 45 
51 75 
138 75 
65.25 
25.60 
43 00 
87,00 
86 55 
130 50 
39 15 


5.00 
each 
100.00 
25.00 
40.00 
35.00 
95.00 
30.00 
15.00 
30.00 
60.00 
50 00 
65.00 
30.00 
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Meet 

another'WAISTUNE'¥fiiiiier 


"I wfon bHk the dbn vnlst lon€«hMl...loitlfiillcms. 
from my waist and shedSkfi. in 7dayf without rffid 
dtoti or compikated exercises" - layi J.C. 


IHQINIOUIIY IIMril 

Nt cymillcilid iiKcliii Ng rlfid dull A liw 
loiiHrtli' glggitnl ikfiAinic iigiciH i diy, wligii 
tvd' ygu kwi tlig timt dgimi iM di) ti gigging 
(irnn Nklli uticliini TV|. tl igglgnily itgrii ill 
l•nel^llltgd tilmning iclign gn ygui ghyiigiig 
AMMIHOir IPMCTIVi 
Tin iiung Syilini cgncigtiilii mginly gn yoin 
wililllng. tki giig tliil gmginiiigi in igid ggdy 
Iggh yvkin you'ri gyiiwiiglii ly igiiding up youi 
INtItgliim. il biipt burn ug iloiid cnlmni u 
Igiglng iiciii nnigi. tutbing youi ippilili H ih 
tbl lupgriilinu VouTI inriggti yogi iniigy 
(•etbi. glimlni ind wnll-bning and wi guaian 
III yiu'll III rilulli in t dayi Van Igokmg 
yiifi tliiir in 10 diyil 

MT •OOOlYi TO RIOID OliTINO-EAT ANT- 
IHINO YOU WANT (Jill Ihi rigbl bind) 

With lln Slung Syilini, Ibgii'i ng nggd li gni 
•g lAV il Ibi Iggdi ygu Igyg gr lubiicl yguiiill 
Id rigid dialing Juil Ibi ilnbl hind gl laid inliki 
(wlllilul giving up any gl Iha ' gngdiii yovlivil 
Will yib iiicli yi«r nniinil wiighi Aliir Ikil. 
tin Inna Syilim aiirtliii dang dally, will Inip 
klip yii liim. and Inm witbgul any tuittnr 
Ndiclllll In laid iniaAi—ni diilingl 
iri COMHITIIT TtlTlD 
N'l Ihi iitiil. iinplgai lyilim you nn uii ii 
din dinn ind gil (ll guickly It filliwi iki phy- 
iliil and phyolaligicil liwg icciplid by iba mi- 
dlgil and lllniii piglgiinn in ubiaying iiringih 
and Hid Inillb and impruying yaui pkyiiim 
Tbll 1 wby wg can oiikg ihii biggd ng niniangg 
fuiMlig .. 

OUN OUARANTfO 

"Yiu tan Plop drggimng npw wilb our Sauna 
(ytlinlUH ilfii lOdayi. andil you don t ilarllo 
Ilia eng, and hiloa, Impievt youi biilih liiniti 
puiiri, walk oil body laniioni loal and Igok 
lUamar.. loyouiialiilulion loiiin iko Saunn 
Ogalan far yaw tolund No goigiioni giaod' ' 

with tho SAUNA SYSTEM 
SlimMiiig your woistlino 
Is M Oioy 00 AJ.C. 


OilUlTS THAT ITAY 

Aikr iiachTfig yavr no/mil wt>ght, t itw mlnatii 
duly at youf canviAtaaei .will hilp 
heap you fit antf trim anp bnak yaur 'wilgiit laai 
gam*' eyclai lot gaoi) 

AmcMCc'i malt succitsfui figuic itimmmg md 
ihypdig lyiiim Ovai half a niilhan euilomaii 
Imyc chosen ihf SuitaSyitiffl to slim down fait 
AtsuMsaia piOYta Somt hivi lost as moth at 
7 kilos and 10 walitlmt nnt in 10 dayi 
Of'uiirsv, itbulll vary, but wa goiraotaa you 
Will gal ttit raiulii you want il you taMaw out 
MistMtciiom p( youi monay will be lafundtd 
Shoiitdn t ynu ' waka up now and stall to maki 
youi dioiiinv ol a baiiutitui figura coma truti 

STOP ORfAMINS AND ACT MOWI 




IMOm ArTCN 

I W«<SI Wa<ht 
ItOeins 9b cma 


ftLa rTT‘1‘r M_**i”*-ii*i 
’ “^MtASumn 
If you ruth tho Homo trial 
eoupon within 10 dayt 


0 ,4,1 


MAiieROfN SAlIt m.lT0. lOrdaiOapt 

g tlMatliawAaad.laiuaty 4dlM4 m 

a Please lush SAUNA SYSTEM comp- « 

■ irte couiae lor lO dey free trial dunng H 
I which I must lose 2-7 cma,or I may | 

■ ttiutn evefydung by exptry of trial ^ 
r period for immediate rafund (ietr m 

■ postage and forwardirtg chargta) ■ 
I PI«Aa« tick sroppreorlato box i 
i ID S»nd by Rpgigltrpd Poll Piicil | 

I I«nig*ndrngRl.107(P*ubR«'SP&T> ■ 
byChiqui/Orllt/IPO/M.ONo - ■ 

I 01 . bVAA ■ 

a n Sind by V P.P I piomita to piy I 
I RtllS lopoilmin on dillviry | 
I Nimi I 

i*^'*’* : : 

^^lOmtun '^Jl 


M Pirfvrmihtiwonmflutmiu'with Sauna § di . »y 44 ■ 

Sy$lmu far to miniiiu) a Jay. | q s«nd by V P.P I piomi4a to piy I 

»X.v,iaSaanaSys,«..on.a/.na»rc/s,n, i ■ 

/ar la mtnutgs or ja tahifr you n/ax rtatf, | Tfame | 

nutria mum, H*. ■ Addiaii . #[1 

C 1A0 Saufta Syttom saJ pori/y th m • .. ■ 

fWu/NaVourMitt/irtow/i/foiiigkfiffJtatttr, I c.-#.w*.4»w ! 

/IrmntnJyaa mayloutrm,.tha^yfirtt„ma. ■ ■ ■ 01 ■fli 

AVAIUIIE AT LEADINB STORES AND AT OUR SHOWROOM AT AROVE AOORESS 













Banking at 10 

Surprise your child with 
his own savings account 
which he can operate. 

Drop in at Bank of Baroda 
•—and bring your child 
along with you. 

We know growing up is 
a special time. A time 
that will shape your 
child's destiny.. .and the 
future course of his life. 


That's why we help your 
child to open his own 
Minors' Savings Account 
—with as little as Rs. 5. 
An account he can 
operate for himself when 
he turns ten. 

Teach your child the 
savings habit. With a 
Minors' Savings Account 
at Bank of Baroda. 



Bank of Baroda 

lA Govt, of India Undortalcing) 



Give him 
that 

feeling of 
growing up 


At Bank of Baroda we know growing up is a special time. 


Sobhagya-BOB/eO/6 
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lEenidi Knives: their woric is pretty shtirp. 



Helping to sharpen 
hnowlsdge, for instance. 


At III* ZwiUh School ai ZhopoU, 
young ahaip nUnda ara being groomed 
(or abetter toture. 


Where books are read. 
Zenith knives cut paper 
to size. 

Besides cutting paper, 
our industrial knives 
and rollers also chop, 
slit, shear and shape 
other materials like 
bamboo, wood, hot and 
cold metals. 


We draw our strength 
from steel in other ways 
as well. 

Take our steel pipes. 

We not only pioneered 
their exports in 1964, 
but are India's leading 
exporters today. Earning 
precious foreign 
exchange from over 
fifty countries. Winning 
export awards. 


Then again, our special 
steels keep buses, trucks, 
cars, trains, even 
bicycles on the move. 
Now. our dye inter¬ 
mediates plant at Tarapui 
is all set to colour 
your world. 

No matter what we do 
or make, we are 
committed to the quality 
of our products and 
more—the quality of life. 


eZEMTH 

Steel Pipes & liufauteles Lid. 

steel Pipes, bidustrial Knives. 
Special Steels. And now, Chemicals. 
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Doiiig its liil for india 
in mors wirays than ons. 


everesi 
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In 1072 Jayaprakash Narayan brought about a spectacular 
surrender ol Chambal dacoits who thereafter reformed' 
and lived In an open jail. Today they are out and cam¬ 
paigning for political Parties, notably the Congress(l). The 
madia and the popular imagination have given them a new 
glamour and the dacoit menace is slowly resurfacing 
through new small groups while the administration pre¬ 
tends that it is a thing of the past. 


The carnage in Assam could not be stopped. In its most 
recent and violent phase, the bgltatlon had claimed over 
35 lives till the end of May. Why are the minorities so 
frightened that thmpMTve to now set up their own bodies? 
What is the significance of the ultimatums facing both the 
students and the centre? 



The newly formed Film Development Corporation will not 
go against the art cinema. In tact the distinction between 
art and commercial cinema is spurious. One of the most 
natural expressions of hbman affection Is kissing. Door- 
daman and AIR should develop their managerial and 
technical talent and grow through functional autonomy. 
VASANT 8ATHE says this and more in an Interview. 
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GANDHI? 

NIRANKARf i M 


IA Shodting Auassination 


100 wasted days 

M J. AXBAR in ‘’Where is 
• the Government that works” 
(May 4) presents a clear and rea¬ 
listic picture of the problems faced 
by the new government. The parody 
of the slogan, “Na }aat par na baat 
par. . , ”, heard during the recent 
Lok Sabha elections, is a bitter 
satire on the present situation 


faced by the people of this country. 
Those who hoped that Indira 
Oandhl was the only saviour of this 
country And themselves disillusion* 
ed, However, they are still silent 
and perhaps waiting for some 
miracle to happen after the Assam* 
bly polls. 

Kanti Kumar Haul. Ntw Dellit. 

M. J. AKBAR’S article seems to be 
a cheap criticism of the victory of 
the Coreas (I) in the Lok Sabha 
polls, ‘He has forgotten to mention 
the reconstitution of the Planning 
Commission which plays a basic 
role in a developing country. Hdw 
can one blame Mrs GandW, for the 
Wrong policies of the previous gov* 
ernments which have brought about 
oil shortages and rising prices? The 
article is not at all oalanced be¬ 
cause the author has forgotten to 
mention the need for a strong and 
stable government at the Centre to 
tackle all types of challenges. 

S. J. Qtiraishi. Bombay. 

THE article was fantastic and pro¬ 
vided ample facts about Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s 100 days in power. She asked 
the people to elect a government 
that works and the people did the 
same. .In fact, the present govern¬ 
ment of the mother and son does 
work but it is mainly to topple 
non-Congress (1) governments, 
transfer and vict.imise bureaucrats 


and poUcemon who were appointed 
by the previous government. Th# 
present government also worke in 
boosting the image of those Xmer* 
geney loyalists. The people who 
made a hue and cry about the 
Narelnpur Incident have fOrgottwi 
to talk about Peresbighe end aimi* 
lar incidents which happened even 
after Mrs Gandhi assumed oAce. 
The real miracle in Indian politics 
is neither the return of Mrs Oendhl 
to power nor that of Morarjl Desei, 
but the fact that Mrs Gandhi is 
Still popular among our people who 
have such short memories. 

R. Bhaskaram, TirucMrapalU. 

M. J. AKBAR starts off with the 
Hindi limerick to warn Mrs Gendhi 
that all wouldn't be well with her 
in the days to come. I cannot ap¬ 
preciate the writer’s intellectual 
assessment of the history of our 
time. Mrs Gandhi’s return to power 
in '80 is very much unlike that of 
her coming to power after the 
elections in 71. The Janata had 
left no stone unturned to tarnish 
her image. So her ^st job was to 
establish anew her rapport with 
world leaders and refurbish hei 
image abroad before she could make 
an attempt to tackle the glaring 
problems. She has done the first in 
her first 100 days. The Indian peo¬ 
ple understand her responsibilities 


Visitor at Parties 

A propos of M. j. Akbar’s ' Revolt 
against Mrs Gandhi” (May 4), 
ever since Mr Babuguna was thrown 
out of the ChiM Ministership of UP 
back in November. 1975, be has been 
casting around for a role for himself. 
This took him in quick order from 
the CFO to the Janata to the Lok Oal 
and, ftnaliv, after some persistent 
wooing which Included an ostenta¬ 
tious vUit to his hotue Iw Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi accompanied by Mr Sonjay Gan¬ 
dhi nicefly calculated to tickle his ego. 
back to Congress (I). This was before 
Ae general elections. Mrs Gandhi 
having won it impressively, Mr Babu- 
funa’a utility was at a discount end 
there appeari to have been a delibe¬ 
rate decision to put him In his place. 
Whether Mr Babuguna would have 
been troubled iw tha unhealtbY trends 
in tha functioning of the party and 
its fovaitunent u be had found a 
aultahla pteoe in the Congraas-l ia 
a moot point. But thare should be 
Bo.haaltatiQn anywhere in giving him 
a hxid cheer on hii prompt realm- 
tioa of the Lok Sabha seat he bad 
won on a label ha can no longer aub. 
scriba to. This ia in keeping with a 
democratic tradition so seldom honou- 
red to the degraded state of our de- 
fectioo-rldden politics. 

Boiraj, Srinagar, 


Outrageous 

{ WRITE to register my vehement 
protest at the gradual decline in 
the moral standards of your journal. 
This week (May 11) It has stooped to 
a new low with the publication of the 
most vulgar pictures with Khaas 
Baat. Readers like me wiB now 
think twice before purchasing SUN¬ 
DAY as it is no longer a family 
magazine. I hope that .you will not 
end up converting what was once 
such a homely magazine into just 
another porno magazine. 

Sit'oram Raja, Calcutta. 


Hardly Gandhian 

DRAFULLA MAHANTO. the fire- 
a brand AASU president baa clai¬ 
med that he is a '^andhite'’ and ihat 
OaodniJI has inspirM him very much. 
I have a faaling that Prafulia Ms- 
taanto's Gandhi )i not tho same man 
whom w« know as Gandhiji. Our 
Gandhi aays: "Tbara is no room for 
raoe-hatroa.,.Let that be our natio¬ 
nality". B.y dcclanng himaalf to be a 
Gandhlte na ia not only mltlaading 
others but also deceiving, himself. 
Nllima Sonyol. Baruiimr.wait Bmgal, 

s 


Last chance 

A ll the speculation and doubts 
aired In Bhola Chatterji article 
•‘Nepal : Re-enter demofracy” (April 
37) should be put to rest now that 
the Panebayat system with its ik’o- 
posed reforms has carried the day in 
the referendum. Prom an intellec¬ 
tual view-point the Panchwat politi¬ 
cians of course did not deserve to 
win but they really made it in the 
name of king and country. This is 
a singular victory for the king who 
had so far kept himself aloof and 
nonpartisan. For the Pandiayat 
system, this is the last chance to 
prove that it can help in tha uplift 
of the masses. 

Chatterji’s assessment of M. P. 
Koirala Is absolutely right. He is 
the Brutus in Nepal’s poiitlci. MP 
enjoyed wide-ranging da facto pow¬ 
ers under, king Iribhuwan who was 
a truly constitutional monarcb. But 
what has ha dona with it? He Juat 
wastad tha pradoua time and onpor- 
tunltiea in political-family feuds 
with BP. However, the view* on 
Dr Tulsi Girl are far from the truth. 
It is true that he got lacked more 
than once aa PM but this wu h» 
cause of his clashea with 'all the 
king's men' who ran a parallel and 
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Will 100 tonnes of tea 
float or sink ? 


Tea, just like any other exportable 
commodity, is subject to the 
element of risk during shipment. 
That's why exporters of the large 
majority of Indian tea insure 
with National Insurance. 

National's Marine Insurance 
Scheme could mean a lot to any 
exporter. Because at National, 
marine insurance is accompanied 
by specialist advice that makes 
the risk cover effective... and need 
based. More significantly, it is 
backed by efficient service that 
shows in the speedy processing of 
insurance claims—a crucial 
advantage when the need arises. 


This is just one example of 
effective cover from National. If 
you are in shipping, transportation 
or are an exporter, you can 
choose a tailormade scheme to suit 
your specific need. 


Remember, National's 
insurance schemes are the 
keys to greater security: 

• Marine Cargo inland Transit 
Insurance 

• Marine Cargo Duty & Profits 
Insurance 

• Marine Hull insurance 

• Marine-cum-Storage'Cum< 
Erection Insurance 


For details of these schemes, 
please contact: 


NATIONAL 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY im 


(A SufetMiary of Smrsi Inarsan 
CofysratiM tf Mt) 

3 Middleton Street, Csicutte 700 071 

Or any DivIsienal/BrsncI) Office. 




Dediraied M agnavIng^scnMef segvltii 
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.. tJi* ‘ 
fer 8UNUAY 
point! out to thU loet 
P. O. H. JroiMr. JCornlo. 

11l£ siirvcer br ^ Path-finders (Hay 
4} has not only been tlmehr bat also 
hitefcsthur. Boc I would Ute to point 
out that k would have been nwoe 
r e pr es entative and meaninafiil if the 
rural people were also induded. Des¬ 
pite oe soerina prioe and deteriora- 
tlna iaw and order situatioD, the 
people are stiD inclined towards Mrs 
Gandhi’s povemment. Not on:^ the 
eoooqiny of the oonntry was in sham¬ 
bles durinp the Janata reaime it had 
also lost its imaae abroad. So the 
peo^ still think that Mrs Gandhi 
wil need some man time to set 
tfainjn rifiht. 

T. K. Roy, Hounrah, Wett Bengal. 


THANKS to M. J. Akbar for the 
cover story (May 4). The lOo days 
of Mrs Gandhi failed to bruip down 
the prices, improve tne law and 
order situation and resolve the 
Assam problem. Instead of paying 
attention to these immediate prob¬ 
lems she is busy with the state 
Assemblies, transferring CBI offi¬ 
cials and imposing a ban on strikes 
in Maharashtra and Gujarat. 'Iliis 
is nothing but another facet of the 
Emergency. 

Gautam Sinha, Hyderabad. 

MAT I make a list of the highlights 
of Mrs Gandhi’s first 100 days in 
power ? Prices of all essential com¬ 
modities have gone up, law and 
order situation has deteriorated. 
Press is thoroughly suppressed, the 
cases filed against the Emergency 
stalwarts have been promptly 
withdrawn, the Ministers are acting 
as mere puppets and the less said 
about the government-run media 
toe better. To cap it all, the Assam 
crisis is staring Us*in our face 
without any chance of being resolv¬ 
ed. Perhaps, there are more such 
achievements coming on our way. 
K. VajreshtDar, Bombay. 

FOR your kind information, Mrs 
Gandhi had no role to play in tha 
first 100 dam of the Congress gov¬ 
ernment. The man behind the 
scene was none other than Sanjay 
Gandhi himself who had the doini- 
nant role to play in the govern¬ 
ment. 

Aaihok Kumar, Jaipur, 

THE opinion poll (May 4) on Mn 
Qendhi a 100 days in power pro¬ 
vides an interesting study of her 
government and of her own perso¬ 
nality. It is a Hot that witbu this 
period vre have not segn any dyaa- 
mie diange as we esqpectcd. But 
certainly a lot haa been done com¬ 
pared to the previous govemmmtt 
It is not possibie flor her to take 
draitic steps. The o]n>osihon would 
than brand it as an SDsargmcy 
trend. On the other hand, if she 
takes it easy she would he Hamad 
for her inaetfad^ 
tL K. auUH, StSgurt. 


Lonely hearts'club 

'PHE gr^ thiiif abont die arthto 
Pritlsh Naady 
^pril is diat it is honest, provoca¬ 
tive^ and. courageous. It attado toe 
deidwpod in . our society with the 
typical honest irf a poet—a great 
poet! After publishiag so mudi of 
®®nleinporary trash, Sunday has now 
publish^ at least one outstanding 
essay whldi can be preserved. 

R. Mukherjeo, Howrah. 


PRITISH NANDY tries to grapple 
mth modem man’s worst curse. 
Pnilosopbers, sociologists, psydio- 
logists and artists have tried to uravel 
toe mystique that surrounds toe 
malady of loneliness or alienation and 
offer solution without much success. 
Loneliness is toe result of a lack of 
love and concern. And it is essen¬ 
tially a malady of industrial society 
whose philosophy, motto and driving 
force is selfltoness, acquisitiveness, 
competition and mammon worship. So 
it is natural that modem man is also 
dogged by a sense of guilt We do not 
see the malaise of lonelin^ and 
alienat^ among toe tribals and the 
raral folks who' lead a simple life at 
a slow pace. Also, among the deeply 
religious «ve do not find anv loneliness. 
George Vergheee, Bangalore. 


FRITISH HANDY’S exposition of the 
mystery ot loneliness is eloquent and 
characteristically elegant In the 
more moody and dioosy moments of 
his early life that the poet haa shared 
with us one discovers the quest (and 
ultimate victory) of an imaginative 
mind. Man esaentialLv lives within; 
one who has this In-built world of 
creativity—young or old—is never 
alone When such a person appears 
to suffer in silence and isolation he is 
indeed at bis best as a creative artist. 
The poet is perfectly right that to 
escape the rain of loneliness you must 
choose either love or religion. To me 
they are synonymous: love without 
religious devotion makes one even 
more lonely. It is only a very trsn- 
sdent bairn to s tiring souL With 
devotion it is pernuoieiit nuuhine. 
Religion with disdpUne bat no love 
is s desert. 

In our erase for more and mure 
material possessions we have denied 
the limits of growth ami precipitated 
our own doom. Even the wealthiest 
has an unspMcoi llngwring pain all 


ooofidad to himsblf. Hk aHy am 
to tola oorrodiiig dlsessa that Dig 
HammarsUtdd has praacribed and Mr 
Naady has tooaghtfpi^ ag tr s eted it 
tost lonelinass could *vpar yon into 
finding somathinff to live for, graft 
enonra to die for.” 

MoMotmar San, Cal eutU i. 

r DISAGREE with FrMsh Nsndy, 
despite the irresi s ti b le diann of toe 
notion, tost fanelines is as nnivensl 
ss he makas it out Mr acgoalBtaiios 
with humanity is nowhere nesr as 
wide as toe author's. The loneliness 
of the Indian widow or the business¬ 
man would respond to toe simple 
therapy of spunk and religiott. Bat 
this should not be bunched with tbe 
loneliness of tbe sensitive artist. The 
nuances and subtleties of a basic 
angst toat impinges on and suffuses 
the psyche of toe few is seldom 
shared by toe many who dwell in 
bovine contentment. Ibe matinee- 
going housewife is far from looMy. 
She actually enjoys the celluloid 
make-believe. It is tha misfits that 
strain to produce the gems. One 
more point. Raghu Rai’s pictures 
were exoellant and told the same 
story without words. 

T. A. Ramaltngam. Calcutta. 

[ AGREE wnth Mr Nandy’s statement 
that we are all moving towards our 
destinies like an arrow tracing its 
rhart^ course but differ reganiag 
the blurring of the dividing line 
between tbe good and the bod. 
Morality is a value and concept and 
varies from person to person. We 
mortals have never been able to dis¬ 
tinguish between the good and the 
bad. Besides, morality today is taking 
the same course as it bad taken in 
the past. CJirist was betrayed witii a 
kiss. 

Serosh Haroutunian, Calcutta. 

LONELINESS is not merely a feature 
of modern times but of all times, a 
part of the human predicament. No 
society, andent or modem, could re¬ 
lieve the agony wfaicta is inherent in 
human nature. But loneliness in 
moderp times is different. In spite of 
tbe gains,modem society has boosted 
the ruthless forces of e(a>ism wliito 
have estranged oae man from 
another. Besides, tbe wild goose longs 
to belong, but no modern ideology 
has given him toat. 

Syed Kawtar Jamal, Stiiguri. 


Lawbreakers 

r E extent to ntokh the police 
can go berserk is really shock¬ 
ing. Such brutal acts of toe police, 
the custodian and toe guardian of 
law, have almost become a regular 
feature. Tlie police carnage at 
Islampur has fmeed us tovoelieve 
that the police axe no longdr toe 
protactors of innocents but toe per¬ 
petrators of crimes. The police per- 
dnmd indulge themselves In all 
sorts of inhuman, unlawful activi¬ 
ties including murdets. 

A. K, A. C. Chakrtborty, Bombay 


Pretty intelligent 

QUNDAY dated May 4 was one of 
the best X have read in recmit 
times. All the articles were 
superb but the best was the extract 
“1^ real Sophia”. Tbe filmstar's 
Ideas on various subjects Just- go 
to establito the feet that behind a 
glamorous face lies tlw mind of 
an intellectual. 

K. VaitheeeuKtrm, Madne. 

THE photographs of Sophia Loren 
were reolfe superb. Thank you. 
Amrk LouL Bhubanetwar, 



"It it bwtttr to mtm mm tfc» ^ 
man. If you kfll. cite 
hanged at a m«rd*w. b«t if 
ton men tlwn »ou 

You con then 

o hero": c foitintf in Madhya Pra¬ 
desh’s Chambal vaiky. 

-IIGHT yw* 8*0 ^ We 

Jaynprakish 

maaterminded a Ukorte 

sumnder of some w ue 
__ : most notorious dacotto 

ravaciDi tfao Chambal valfey* 
dacom were placed In an "<y*d Wl 
as reward for their surrenderr they 
lived coaforUbly there, without ^ 
of the penalties which a normal on- 
prinal has to face bein* imposed on 
them. The CThne level came down 
for a while. But in the w«t few 
voars* saw aaiiMs have roplacoa tuo 
tOMmtes. And some of the old and 


Left, an eawiaooil ond betow. 
Mdhar Singh 
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The present and former dacoits of Chambal may 
be a menace to the police and a terror to those they 
loot, but they do have some influence over a 
hungry people starved for legends. If names like • 

Mohar Singh once struck fear in the hearts of 

villagers, they also inspired awe and wonder and 
envy. All political Parties in MadhyaPradesh have, 
tried to use the influence of these dacoits to further 
their charwies in elections. This time, most;pf the 
"superstars", who surrendered after JP's efforts, 
have decided to work for the Congress|l), AJOY 










new f«itf-lc>der!i have embarked on 
a new profesiion: pulltlcs. 

Two of the most dreaded of tho 
old dadoits were Mohar Siniih and 
Medho Singh, who had a combined 

e lco ef Ka 4.S lekhf on their head* 
fora they MWOdered in: 1872. 
About a month before the AMombly 
•lection*, they wore ,»uddenly rc« 
teaied trm ftie “open" Wl . a^ 
immodlate^ afterwaraa Madho Singh 
laaued a statement that he was 

S alng the Conjpo«»(l). One day 
th Madho Singh and Mohar Singh 
were men trooping into the circuit 
house In Bhopal to meet Union Rous¬ 
ing Minister P. C, Sethi who waa 
mainly instrumental in gettiog them 
released. They later went to Delhi 




a week they were bad( in the Cham- 
bal—and began their campaign. 

It was a unigue campaign, because 
neither went.anywhere except with 
their private guards—and guards who 


were heavily armed. Guns are hardly 
an uncommon sight in Chambal, 
whore the weapon is a status symbol. 
It it a jpin-craiy valley, and th* mere 
PMsestion of a sophisticated, firearm 
gives tremondous psydbologieal ad* 
vanten to a person. Moreover, the 
fact that dacolts like Mohar Siimh 
and Madho Singh have official 
"surrendarMi": does not make them 
cither "nspectebto" or powerlesa. 
They still have guns and gunman at 
their commend, e fact which la quite 
visible to a transient reporter, and 
which Is understandably even more 
apparent to the rasident villager. 
(Guna are also hired out during times 
like these, when elections: are taking 
piece. Along with the rent, the value 
of the gun baa to be deposited with 
the owner before anyone can hire e 
gun). 

When I asked a villager in Morena 
district whether these ex-dacoiti 
would make any difference to the 



Subbo Roo 



they should vote for. Popularly known 
by a nickname which owes its orimna 
to his flourishing moustache, Mober 
Sinjfh was the icentre of attraction. 
ChiMren stamd awestrude at the 
giant; eadi time he cradeed a Joke 
everyone roared. Mohar Singh, who 
is illiterate, was not particularly 
adept at defining the finer points of 
poUUcs; it was obvious that his cam¬ 
paign was based more on his presence 
than his eloquence. He sat for some 
time on a dais which had been erect¬ 
ed for the ex-maharaja, Madhavrao 
Sdndia,' who was also scheduled to 


^ Afohor Singh and hia followers 


































come on behalf of the Coojircss ([> 
and persuade the people to vote for 
his Party in a rather more conven¬ 
tional manner. But Sdndia failed to 
turn up, and Mohar Sinah, cventualiv 
bored with playing with the Conarcs'. 
flag on the dais, got up to leave. 
When the candidate from the area 
asked him to stay on, Mohar Sing 
gave him a huge grin, slapped him 
on the back, and told him not to 
worry. "You will win." Mohar Singh 
predicted confidently. 

But not everywhere did Mohar 
Singh get an equally welcome racev 
tion. For obviou.s reasons. A dacoit 
does not leave only legends behind 
him; he also leaves a history of dacoitv 
and murder (Muhar Singh is alleged 
to have killed more than 340 people!). 
If be is a bit of a hero in Gata vill¬ 
age. Mohar Singh is generally con¬ 
sidered an arch villain in Bhind town. 
People dismiss him here as a useless, 
drunken has-been, who could only 
damage- the Congress (I)’s chances, 
not improve them. Many villagers 
have bad their relatives murdered bv 
either Mohar Singh or his gang, and 
to this area, memories arc long. 
Msstmu are deep, and the ruling law 
la aa eye for an eye. The ex-daooits 
do not go anywhere where they 
know they have enemies: one of their 
'compatriots was recently shot dead 
hr a roan edio had been waiting for 
years to take revenge. 
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^ ADHO Singh and Mohar 
Singh are only two of 
the more illustrious da- 
ooits who have plunged 
into the election cam¬ 
paign. Of the total of 685 dacoits who 
had surrendered in different batches 
in 1961, 1972 and 1976, all but a few 
have been released. Many of these 
released dacoits, particularly the gang 
leaders, have now turned to the 
lucrative business of providing muscle 
power for the political Parties in the 
elections. 

It most, in real terms, be consider¬ 
ed to the credit of the Congreiss (I) 
that it has bagged the support of all 
the major former dacoits. But a host 
of smaller dacoits have lined up on 
the side of other political Parties, in¬ 
cluding the Bharatiya Janata Party 
and T..ok Dal. While all political lead¬ 
ers vehemently deny that they are 
.taking the help of dacoits. it is a fact 
that not only are old dacoits helping 
political Parties, but even dacoits who 
arc presently active in the Chambai 
valley and the border states .of UP 
and Rajasthan are supporting some 
Party or the other in the election 
campaign. 

Due to a strange apathy on the 
part of the State Government and 
the romantidzation of dacoits in the 
Chambai. the last few years have seen 
a steady growth of dacoit gangs in 
the area. The biggest of these gangs 


is led hv Malkhan Singh who comes 
from Bhind district but operates 
mainly in UP and Rajasthan. Mai- 
khan became a dacoit in 1973 after 
he shot a man because of .some dis¬ 
pute over land. Taking advantage of 
the inactivity of the Government 
and police after the 1972 surrender, 
Malkhan has built up over the years 
a gang of over 50 men who carry 
sophisticated weapons, including light 
madiine guns. By the time the police 
woke up to his activities, Malkhan 
had become very powerful and re¬ 
peated attempts by the police to 
apprehend him have failed. The few 
members of Malkhan’s gang who have 
died have actually been shot by rival 
dacoit gangs. Malkhan is known to 
be a fierce and egooentric man. Re¬ 
cently, he is said to have shot down 
three dacoits after they had kidnap¬ 
ped a boy called Malkhan. Such acts 
have made the name of Malkhan 
Singh, a legend to the Chambai valley 
which thrives on such legends. 

Other dacoit gang leaders in the 
area are Chotte and Balban who are 
giving selective support to Bharatiya 
Janata Party candidates. For instance. 
Rasool Singh, now a BJP candidate, 
won the 1977 Assembly hlections 
partly due to the support given to 
him by Chotte and Balban. This time 
too, he is getting their support But 
whereas last time there was nobody 
to diallenge his gunmen, this time the 
Lok Dal candidate in this const^ 











tO(<iiey, Anffiii jSiiuolMf flinifli. It bc(M 
bvlpod by tnnu! oU dteoTtt. WhUo 
namot Sinilt hat more guni, tiM eld 
ducolta an tho Mdo of Hama Shankir 
am confldant that^in a Run battle 
they Will win. "TImim now daooiti 
den^t know a thlnn about nun battlet. 
We have aurvived many an encounter 
with the eollee. Two of ui are equal 
to ao of mm.” jMid two old daoolti 
who are lueportinR Rama Shankar. 

An interemni daeelt who haa lab * 
become big in the Chambal val 
It Pan Singh Tomar. a former Mi»i 
put champion of India who once re* 

S roMated the country in the Allan 
amei. Pan Slnidi retired from the 
Army in 1877 and came to live In hia 
village in Morena. He fell out with 
tome peraona in hit village and after 
one of them allegedly moleited hla 
daughter, Pan Singh ahot him down 
and Sed to the Chambal ravinei. A 
giant of a man, meeaurlng nearly 
aeven feet, Pan Singh operatea in the 
Chambal valley in cooperation with 
hit brother, Matadin Singh who leadi 
another dacoit gang. 

Although there it a proliferation of 
new dacmt ganga in .the Chambal 
valley, there ii a difference between 
their functioning and that of the old 
gonga. While prevlouilv dacoit ganga 
were more fond of looting viliagea. 
the new ganga get moat of their 
money from kidnapplnga. For inatancr, 
In Morena diatrict, dacoitiea in the 
Srit four month! of thia year camo 
down to two from laat year'a four. 
But kidnappingi in the sanvj period 
roie from none laat year to aeven 
thia year. Murdera In Morena diatrict 
have alao Hmo from 14 law year to 
17 thia yeaf for the lame period. The 
victima of kidnapping are uauallv 
aona of rich farmera who are taken 

S t gunpoint when they go to relievo 
temaelvea at night. Sometimea amall* 
er gang! kidnap peraona and ithen 
aell them to bigger ganga who collect 
the raaiom. More people cbooie to 
pay up and In nearly all the caiea the 
kidnepped victima are returned un. 
hurt. 


HERE la a variety of rea> 
loaa behind the reaurg* 

■ enoo of deeoita. Flratly, 

■ the lurreoder of 1873. 
. ,1 although initieted with 

he beat mteationa of Jayaprekeah 
adhlen workori llki 
Inauad 


Ktrtyaa and Qandhlan workari like 
Subba Rao, heoame a farce. Ineuad 
of a ganulna i^aaga of haart,, moat 
of tha daoolti who lurranurad hama 
ar maipaalvaa eaiabrltlai 

' w 


to pii^jai, _ 
eauia eg tha glamour a: 
ipvaB to nun. A hoit or tmiuera 
and SuBi painting a very remanuo 
Idaa^of daeeitiu furthar oontributad 
to tha mytha rarroundlng mm. Aa 
ona dacoit who ha aurrandarod, 
Singh, told mo, "tha lurreoder 
mada it aeam to peopla that a dacoit 
waa an Important peraoa who waa 
reopected » even the Govemaunt”. 

Otcoita uke MatUio Singh end 
Mohar Singh led Uvea of eaie at 
MungaoU open Jail, where they spent 
moat of their time not repenting 
their old aim hut enjoying, good food, 
good Hquor and sex. 

. Moher Angb, for imtnnae, got 
drunk reguierly nad used to pick up 




34lttjfhl wMdi be «iia often beatiut 
up), Tha authorttlei looked the other 
way., no Gadhiin workeri. includ' 
ing Suwa Rio, also failed to bring 
about any gaaulat ^aago of heart 
ameof amit of tha dacoita. On the 
other and, the daoolti, or at nait a 
few lUuatMua enaa, got atawly pub* 
liav la tha madia. . I^an a am waa 
a Bombay produoar starring 
^ and Mohar Singh. The 
. aoheduled to be relMi* 

_wta held up for e time 

when Madho Singh and Mohar Singh 
started quarrelliu about whoa# name 
wotiid bt blUid nrtte 
Among the ordinary people of 
Chamber volley, the publicity and the 
Ufa of eeae granted to some of these 



e#4aoeita provoked tiwp reaetteBa 
noM who had peraonalw anifered 
coniidar^ tha authoriUea ahoddngly 
caUoua Inataad M rehahiUtatlng tM 
victima of the deeoita, it was m. 
daoeite who wera^being pamperei 
to othar poophi. tha attrrepdtr.aaeai» 
ed to bo M eaay eicape valve after a 
cimr in crime, 

Seooadly, while the lurrendar 
brought a tomporary lull in daootwi 
in tha aamhaf vallay, It fallad to jrt* 
mova tha single biggest raaaon for 
the proliforetTon or dacoit ganga >>• 
the Incredibto aumher of Sroaraaa la 
the raglon. In the districts of IWnd 
fad Morena alone, e population of 10 
lakh baa more then two likh guda, 
A gun per family. There are 
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MOHAR SINGH was one of the 
biggest dacoits who terrorised the 
Oiambat Valley (or over a decade. 
He once earned a reward of Rs 2J 
lakhs on hts head. Mohar Singh is 
sael to have kilted over 340 people in 
hts reign of terror before he surren¬ 
dered in 1972. Now almost nine years 
later he ts supposed to have undergone 
a change of heart. Mohar Singh 
sfHmds most of his time drinkmg and 
makmg merry, particularly after his 
letease m April this year His easy 
pa.isuge from being the most wanted 
ciinimal in the country to respec- 
labilUy and glamour, has inspired 
jwlilicat ambUions in him. AJOY BOSE 
met the former dacoil at a village. 
Surrounded by gunmen, he was busy 
campaigning far the Congress (I). 

E l believe you are cam¬ 
paigning for the Indira 
Congress Party? 

A: Of course, 1 have 
always been with the Con- 
fiross. They took my support before, 
.serretly. Now that I am a free man. 

I ran fiivc my support openly. What 
is wronK with that? I am after aSl a 
man of influence. 

0; How about Madho Singh? 

A: Madho Sinab is abk/ with me. 
Wo both are for Mrs Ciandbi. Wo went 
to Delhi and met her and Sanjay 
Oundhi. Wc tofld them that we would 
support them. 

Q . What did Mrs Gandhi say? 

A: Nothina much. She just 
■smiled. 

0 • And Sanjay? 

A: We were there for a short 
while. 

Q: Didn’t you try to get election 
tickets for yourselves? 

A : Madho Singh would have aot 
ail election ticket but it was too late. 
It’s a pity. He should have stood 
from Ron constituency. 'riM're these 
small ducoils are flahtinK amoua 


themselves. We would have shown 
them what a real dacoit is. 

Q: How about yourself? 

A: I have decid^ to stand against 
Chaudhury Charan Singh in BaghPat 
in the next elections. In the last 
elections, this Charan Singh had 
beaten up a lot of Gujjars in Bagbpat. 
I am a GuiJar and I will take revenge, 
I am no than Charan Singh and 
I have more muscle. 

Q: But which Party will give you 
a ticket against Charan Singh? 

A: Why? The Congress(I). They 
will give me a ticket. I won't join 
any othior political Party but the Con¬ 
gress. ( iMloag to the Congress. 

<? Why do you keep all these 
gunmen with you? 

A (Starts laughting) Arre. I 
have to protect myself. Do you think 
I lack enemies? They will shoot nie 
down like a dog if I don’t protec* 
myself. 

Q ; Who are these “they”? 

A : All the people who think 1 
have killed or injur^ their relatives. 
They are still dying in v^ait for me. 1 
can’t relax. There are some areas I 
can’t even enter. Otherwise I will 
suffer the same fate as Ram Singh. 

Q: Who is Ram Singh? 

A; Ram Singh was one oi the 
dacoits in my gang. He was released 
with me a few weeks back. He was 
a tine fellow. But be got careless. 
One day he went back to his old 
village and he was shot down, tt’s 
a pity. 

Q: Who shot him down? 

A : Well, there is an old veiuletta. 
Ram Singh became a dacoit after he 
killed the man who (had) killed his 
father. Now this man’s son had 
been waiting for Ram Singh to be 
released. He was the man who shot 
Ram Singh down. 

Q: How long ago did Ram Sitigh 
kill this man’s fdth^? 

A ; Over ten years back. 


Q; And the son stilt remembered? 

A: This is the way of the Cham- 
bad. Even if you want to forget, tiie 
villagers won’t let you forget. TTie 
son has to take revenge for his father 
and the brother has to take revenge 
tor his brother. This is the law of the 
Chambal. 

Q: Now Ram Singh’s son will take 
revenge? 

A: That is the trouble. Ram 
Singh has no family to take his re-1 
venge. It’s a real pity. 

Q; Do you think that after the 
surrender, dacoits can return in a big 
way lo the Chambat? 

A : Of course, they can. Nothing 
has changed. People still carry guns, 
they still get angry and they still 
shoot each other. How can you stop 
dacoits if everything is the same? 

Q: What is the difference 
between the present gang of dacoits 
and your gang of daatits? 

A : The only difference is of size. 

1 had far more people under me. We 
were better equipped. These are 
Small gangs. 

Q; Do you think they can grow 
as big as your gang? 

A: Why not? They have got 
courage. They have got guns. They 
can grow Into big gangs. 

0; Don’t you think that you 
should try and reform them? 

A; Nobody Ls interested. Why 
should I bother? I have better things 
to do than chase dacoits. 

Q: How about you? Do you think, 
you can Coke to the Chambal ravines 
again? 

A: No. no. (Patting his paunch) I. 
have grown too fat. It’s a tough life 
out there. You have to walk too 
much. 

Q: So, now you plan to do 
politics? 

A: Yes. 1 think I will become a 
politician. There is a good future in 
politics 









over 46,000 H<!ense(l xuns in Morcoa 
alone, and it is a weH-known fact 
that the number of unlicensed guns 
1$ far more than licensed ones. 

The craze for guns is limitless. Ac¬ 
cording to Morena district collector. 
Mr V^bao, he gets an average of 

25 applications a day for gun licences. 
The authorities claim that they try 
their best to check out the anteced¬ 
ents of person.s before giving them 
licences. But since the demand for 
firearms is so great it is extremely 
diliicult to exercise restraint. For 
ln.stancc. a large number of persons 
wiio come fur gun licences in Morena 
disliicl, according to Mr Vurdhan. 
arc women who sav that they need 
guns for their own protection. The 
women arc deliberately sent by their 
menfolk to dupe the authorities into 
giving them gun licence.s. 

The importance of firearms is also 
evident from the way a dacoit gang 


share.s its loot. Thu ratiu tk this: A 
member who ha.s a 12-borc gun gets 
one part, one who has a .315 .semi¬ 
automatic rifle gets two parts and 
one who has an ' uutdhiatic weapon 
or u light machine gun gets three 
parts. The gang leader invariably 
makes a neat profit since he has the 
maximum number of guns. A good 
way of making money from fellow 
dacoits who have no guns is to hire 
guns out to them in return for half 
the .share the gun brings. 

Gun running is one ot the most 
lucrative businesses in the Chambal 
valley and the usual sources for gun¬ 
runners arc cither the police or Army 
armouries. Since there i.s a large 
recruitment from the region to the 
police and Army, contacts in the 
forces arc not difficult to mate. 
These guns arc bought not only by 
dacoits but by ordinary people who 
carry them around cverywhene like 
ornaments. At marriage parlies, for 


instance, it Is very usual for the men 
present on the occasion to let off 
salvo after salvo to celebrate the 
wedding. A favourKe .story told m 
the valley is about the bridegroom 
who came from Bhopal to marry a 
girl of the valley but fled when the 
bridal party welcomed him with a 
gun salute, thinking they were 
dacoits. 

The omnipresence of the gun has 
its inevitable cITccts. A small land 
dispute or quarrel which could lead.' 
at the most, to fisticuffs in any other 
part of the country results in the 
Chambal valley is a shootout. The hot 
weather and the general naivete of ! 
the people in the region are but . 
catalysts in the trigger-happy atmos- : 
phere. Once a man kills or injures ' 
another, he can do two things. One is . 
to wait quietly for the police to come ’ 
and arrest him. The other and more : 
popular act is to take his own gun i 
and flee to the ravines and join a 


"Dacoits taking to politics 
is disastrous" 




II Juyaprakiixli Narayan was I he 
tiiDDinq xjmtl heliirul the suiTender 
1)1 the (Juroilx of Chambal, SUBBA 
IIAO was Ihc man who actually 
workfd out the delati'! of the surr- 
endci More than anyone else, he 
kept in iiruch with the dae-otls even 
ullei the surrender and tried to see 
lhal they had a ehaneie of heart. 
Today he is a biller and dustUusion- 
rti man. When AJOY BOSK met 
him at the Gandhi Seva Ashram-in 
.laiira where the dacoits had sur- 
rendered in 1972, Subba Ban 
admitted lhai the dream of Jaya- 
piakash lay in a .shambles today. 

Don’t you think 
that the surrender of 
the Chambal dacoitt 
has turned sour today? 
A: Well, I would 
liato to put it that way. But it is 
true that a lot of things we had 
expected to happen have not hap¬ 
pened. Some of the dacoits have 
indeed reformed but I guess most 
of them are still criminals at 
heart. 

Q; Where do you think you 
went wrong? 

A; I think basically the pro- 
Mem was that people over-sensa¬ 
tionalised the surrender. Tt U true 
that the surrender was a remark¬ 
able achievement. But the really 
diriicult task was to make the 
dacoits atdually undergo a change 
of heart. Nobody was really In¬ 
terested in follow up. The dacoits 
were aNowed to drink and wo¬ 
manise and do all sorts of things 
in Mungaoli jail. There was just 
no sense of discipline or effort to 
really rehabilitate them. I guess 
I also must admit my responsibility 
in this failure. 

Q: What was the problem? 

A: Well the site chosen for 
Mungaoli jail turned out to bo the 



Subba Rao 


dwelling place of criminal tribes 
Having been deprived of their earli 
ei profession of robbing and thiev 
ing, their major ocf-iipation became 
illicit distillation of country liquor. 
Who could be better victims of the 
trade than the inmates of the open 
prison? And liquor of course in¬ 
variably hring.s all other vices 
>i1ong with it. True the dacoits had 
taken a vow of living a chaste life 
after surrender. But away from 
their families, and having glmost 
nothing to do the whole dav and 
with no guidance, most of them 
gave in Utemptation. In facA. I 
don't blame the dacoits so much. I 
rather worship the few of them 
who in spite of all tcipptations kept 
themselves above such vicious 
desires and lived a pure life. 

Q: How about your Gandht 
Feaee Foundation workers. Did 


they not try to reform Ihe dacoits? 

A : A couple of workers ot the 
Gandhi Nidho did stay a good part 
of the time with the dacoits. How¬ 
ever, to achieve posKivo results, 
wc shouOd have rcinfortxid our 
strength there and some, of our 
test and most cxtiericnccd workers 
should have devoted their time 
reorienting the one-time ferocious 
bandits into peaceful citizens who 
would dedicate themselves to the 
si^rvioc of society. Alas, again 
nothing like this happened. A 
great experiment in non-violence 
became a shambles. 

Q; How about the resurgence 
of dacoit gangs in the Chambal 
valley? 

A; WeW, nobody cares, you see. 
I have tried to keep in touch wKh 
some of them but 1 am not legallv 
allowed to contract them unless the 
government desires me to do so. 
And so far the government seems 
to be not at all interested. A few 
dacoits who have approached me 
to .surrender have aO) been turned 
away bv the police on the plea 
that they are too small to be taken 
seriouslv. Is this any logic? 

Q; Madho Singh, Mohar &nqh 
and some other dacoits have shown 
political ambitions and are cam¬ 
paigning openly in the slate 
Assembly elections. What do you 
think of this? 

A: Absolutely disastrous. It’s 
the worst thing ihev c-an do. They 
were supposed to reform them- 
seflves into dedicated sodal work¬ 
ers. not pollitidans. This is the 
trouble. Politidans in the region : 
have a vested interest in dacoits. 

Q: Finally, do you think a 
dacoit can ever reform? 

A: Well, there are .some, like 
Tchsildar .Singh, .son of Man Singh, 
who have .'icttiallv reformed. But 
mo-st are vet to do .so But how* 
ever bitter mv evnerienfes might 
have teen 1 have .stilt not lost 
hope. Om- must Iiope in human 
beings. Otherwise everything bci- 
romes mean ing le.s.s, doesn’t it? 


19 









Super dress, 
baby. 

Is it New Great 
material?” 


"Ni > il'. 

/un. tl: . Nt''vV 


1():! 1 1 it )!<■ I U K’ :,() ii( 


‘.(>11 ]v ' 1 '-(>(. ly ■'. 

VV, lb 1 !l! K ; 
lrv>! II I )('l il! u!' 


new 



docoil Kitnd. iill .dUMits Jiavc 

iitiiitmi ulf in this way. 

Oflicials make a .<tranf((> distinction 
between ‘small’ and *biK’ dacoits. 
It Is only when a ducoit leads a ttane 
of more than 30, that he becomes 
"big” and is listed. The police arc 
ready to take only these big dacoit.9 
seriously, and generally ignore the 
smaller ones. An example of the 
consequences of lhis_ attitude 
is the case of Laik Singh. This 
dacoit approached Subba Rao a few 
years ago saying that he was keen to 


siiri'cnder. When Subb-a Rao ap¬ 
proached the police Itiey turned hint 
down saying that I,«iik Smgh was not 
a big enough dacoit to “.sui render". 
Now Laik Singh is one of the biggest 
dacoits in the area. 

Even strang^^r is the case of two 
brothers, Ganpat who murdered one 
person and fled to the Cliambal 
ravines. Unlike others, the two 
brothers did not bet'ome dacoits but 
instead sent a mcssag<> to the police 
that they wanted to surrender. The 
poliec, however, dismissed their sur¬ 


render pka saying that ibev had nut 
murdered enough p(‘«)ple (o 1 h> con¬ 
sidered dacoits. so how toiild they 
surrender? 

While it is true that the dacoit 
menace in Cliambal today is no¬ 
where near what it was u decade 
back, there arc growing signs that it 
could soon assume alarming propor¬ 
tions. But when dacoits. of whatever 
curnent status, begin playing such an 
important rote in elections, it is diffi¬ 
cult to believe that they will be hunt¬ 
ed down ruthlessly. 


'The dacoits are rather cute” 



OR nineteen-year-old tain, Jenny is here as a junior 

Jenny Davidson, it’s volunteer of the World Community 

been a long way from Services, an organisation based In 

Oxford University to London whidi off'ers voluntary 

the Chambal ravines of wrvioes in India and different 

Madhya Pradesh.' But when 1 met parts of South Asia. As luck would 

her at the Gandhi Seva Ashram In bave it. Jenny was chosen to work 

Jaura, right in the heart of ^ under Mr Subba Rao, head of the 

Chambal valley, the young British Gandhi Seva Ashram and the m^ 

ftndent seemed strangely comfort- who organised the surrender of 

able In her alien surroundings. the Chambal dacoit-i. “When I 

"Frankly, I feel safer in the Cham- heard that 1 would be among the 

bal ravines than on the streets of dacoits, I felt excited as well as 

London," said Jenny with a twin- scared,’’ said Jenny. "But when I 

kle HI her eye. met them, I somehow felt confi- 

A student ot social antiiropology dent* that they won’t harm me.” 
at the Oxford Polyteciinic in Bri-' ahe said. 



Among the ex-dacoits she has 
met during her two month stay in. 
the Chambal vallev arc Mohar 
Singh, Madho Singh and, the seven 
feet giant, Roop Singh, who were 
once the terrors of Chambal. Sh<' 
also met some dacoits who have 
not yet surrendered when she ac¬ 
companied Mr Subba Rao to their 
hideout on a mission to make them 
surrender. What did the dacoits 
say when they saw her? "Well, I 
think they were a bit surprised to 
see me. They just smiled and 
folded their hands in a namaste," 
Jenny said. 

Were the dacoits as scary as she 
bad imagined? “No, not really; I 
thought they were rather cute,” 
•aid Jenny. She even exchanged a 
few words with the dacoits in bro¬ 
ken Hindi. “Wc talked about the 
weather. Very British, you know,” 
Jenny broke into a burst of giggles. 

The weather has been troubling 
Jenny more than the dacoits. A 
steady 46 degree centigrade tem¬ 
perature and the dusty winds 
from the Chambal ravines arc the 
main problems that Jenny faces. 
"And wearing a sarce in this wea¬ 
ther can be bloody awful you 
know.” complains the DritLsh girl. 
She wears a sarce because she 
feels that she should try to be and 
look as Indian as possible. “But 
sometimes, it gets just too hot and 
I put on my good old dresses. It's 
a great relief,” says Jenny. 

Has she been accepted in the 
Gandhi Seva Ashram? "Well, 
everybody is nice to mo and 
Subba Raoji is a remarkable man. 
He is like a saint. But I don’t 
know about acceptance. Somebow 
I get the feeling that people here 
think that me being a single girl 
coming all alone Is odd. They 
think that I may be a loose wo¬ 
man”, said Jenny. Food is also a 
part of Ashram life which Jenny 
finds hard to digest. Although she 
is normally a vegetarian, her diet 
of salads and nut cutlets back 
home was drastically diifercnl 
from the chapatis and sabji-which 
•he has to eat at the ashram. 
“.Sometimes, the chapatis get a bit 
trying.” sajd Jenny. She will go 
bark to Eogland in August this year 
after she has completed her six- 
month stay in the ashram. “I don’t 
think I’ll ever forget the Chambal 
It’s so mudi more exciting than 
England,” Jenny said. 
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Assam* 

Blooddied 


P *"-IHECISELY tt 8 p.m. ou 

Monday May 26, Lallan 
Praiad Singti. <be Cover- 
oor of Assam met bis 
three Advisers, H. C. Sa¬ 
rin. K. Bamamurtol, and G. C. 
Baveja, the Cnief Sco-etaiy Ramesh- 
citanura, ana about half a dozen 
senior civil ser/anu in the spacious 
sictlng room of the Governor’s House 
perched on a bill in Lispur, Assam’* 
capital complex. Earlier that morn¬ 
ing he had come down to the valley 
from the cooler heights of Shillong. 
Tne evening had brought diaturhing 
news of more kiUing, looting, arson 
and skirmishes. As the officers 
poured out the details, the Governor 
sat grimfaced, looking at the pencil 
marks on the map spread before 
him pointing out the sites of terror 
and vtotence — Barpeta Road, Howll, 
Ciioulkbowa, Nagerbera, Mukulmua 
in Kamrup district; Bilni, Bongalga- 
Bn^Nodn'mati, Lentislnga, Kokra- 

i har, Gossingaon, Salmara in 
loolpara district; Owguri and 
Thelamara in Darrang district; Now- 

S ong, Samomiri and Dhing in 
fowgong district; and Dibrugarn in 
Lakshimpur district. 

The police and the para-military 
BSF had to open fire at several of 
these places, killing three persons at 
Bijni and one at Lentislnga. Over 
100 persons, including a Congress (I) 
MLA Danesh AQi, a district Congress 
(1) president Abdul Latif, a magis¬ 
trate, the offlceNn-charge of a police 
station and ten other policemen had 
been injured. With violence spread¬ 
ing in Lakshimpur. Darrang, 
Nowgong, Kamrup and Goalpara — 
live of the ten districts of Assam, 
where about two-thirds of the State’s 
population is concentrated •— troops 
2? 


TOOSHAR PANDIT visited the newly bloodied spots in 
Assam where "minorities" are challenging the AASU 
and Gana Parishad, and found the seeds of a major 

conflagration , Photogfsphs bv Tooshat Panrt.l 


















were put on alert ia virtually the 
whole of the Brahmaputra valley. 
Curfew, tin then affectinn only three 
towna, Tinsukia. NaraoKi end Howli, 
was extended to cover six other 
towns and villaRca >- Barpeta Road. 
Mukulmua, BonxaiRaon, Bijni, )>n> 
tisinfta, and Salmara. 

tt was not the escalatinx incidence 
of violence that disturbed the Cover* 
nor and bis advisers as muc^ os the 
pattern it presented. They had al¬ 
ready witnessed a lut of violence in 
the 'non-violent' agitation axainst 
the 'foreigners': inure than 100 lives 
had been lost. One could almost 
feel that In eight niuntfas of chaos 
and disturbances violence bad been 
institutionalised and even aanctiSed 
to such a degree that deaths no 
longer nudged the people's cons¬ 
cience. For instance, earlier in May, 
live people were speared, knifed and 
chopped to death, four of them 
Bengalis and one Blhari, in scattered 
incidents of communal frenty at the 
industrial township of Tinsukia in 
Upper Assam. But no tears were 
shed for them. Instead, pervcrselv, 
the Assam agitators called a bundh 
ill Dibrugarh, the district headquar¬ 
ters, to resent what the.v considci-ed 
"dastardly conterattacks against the 
movement by the communal ele¬ 
ments". 

In Assam, you arc a saint or a 
sinner depending on which side you 
are. Thus, a person dying after 
falling from a speeding truck, or 
after drowning in a village pond, can 
hope to be remembered as a martyr 
if he is on the right side of the 
movement, while a person on the 
wrong side is more likely to be dis- 
niissed as good riddance even if he 
is a victim of assassins’ knives. 



The most disquieting aspect of the 
current weve of violence in 
Assam is that it carries distinct 
communal overtones and is localised 
in areas where the non-Assamese 
population arc either predominant or 
are in significant concentrations. The 
insecure non-Assamese population, 
driven to the wall by the movement 
against the 'foreigners’ have, finally, 
not only set about organising a co¬ 
ordinated resistance to the Assam 
agitation but are showing themselves 
capable of taking aggressive postures. 
To this the Assamese agitators 
are responding with unbridled rage. 
So far the confrontation waa limited 
to isodiitcd skirmishes, partly because 
the non-Assamese population remain¬ 
ed subdued, fearing that such con¬ 
frontations might endanger their 
lives and pre^rty particularly In 
those areas where they are clearly 
outnum^red by the Assamese. Be¬ 
sides, they were not sure about the 
Mvernment’s reactions. Above all, 
the non-Assamese community itselt 
is divided by mutual suspicion and 
mistrust, the animosities having 
their roots in.the social and religious 
differences among them. The Assa- 
iiiesp were also restrained because 
they too knew that largescale con¬ 
frontations could plunge the state 
into a communal war which, in quite 
a few places, the Assamese were 
bound to lose. But the battle of 
attrition going on in Assam for the last 
eight months has apparently made 
the minorities desperate. And this 
could lead to tremendous blood¬ 
shed, for on paper both the Assamese 
and the non-Assamese communities 
are almost evenly matched. 

Why are the 
minorities 
frightened t _ 

^HE 1971 census puts 
[the percentage of the 
Assamese speaking popu¬ 
lation at S9.5 per cent of 
■ _ I thc total population. The 

Muslims, as a religious group (inclu- 
tiing both Assamese and Bengalis) 
constitute 24 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion. Most of them have come from 
what is now Bangladesh, and this 
migration has been taking place for 
at least 100 years. Although Bengali- 
speaking. fear had prompted them to 
record their mother tongue as Assa¬ 
mese during the 1971 head-count. 
So. the real strength of the Assamese- 
speaking population as a linguistic 
group is likely-to be less than 50. 
and perhaps as low as 47 per cent 
of the population. The tribals. who 
account for about 10 per cent of the 
state’s population, have shown no 
inclination to supQprt the current 
agitation. 

Cold statistics however, cannot be 
an adequate measure of the divisions 
in the society ; so many other fac¬ 
tors Influence the tensions. However, 
in absence of any other reliable 
instruments, statistics is a good in¬ 
dicator. The population statistics of 
Assam, which actually spurred the 
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current ggitation due to the genuine 
fear that the majority Assamese 
romniunKv would turn a minority in 
the 1961 census, also show clearly 
how disastrous s communal war can 
be in, Assam. . . . 

When the advisers and the officials 
.said good night to the Governor at 
the end of the discussions on May 
26. all of them wera hoping that 
somehow the situation would settle 
down. Late at night the 10 9f 
Police told newsmen in Gauhatl that 
the situation was tense at some pla¬ 
ces but was under control. But, In 
today's Assam, optimism has to be 
tentative. On the very next day 
the flames of cemmunal hatred en- 
giilted more people and more areas, 
rive were killed in police tiring at 
Rupahi and Juria towns in NowgOSg: 
one person was burnt alive at 
Btiaktagaun, which is also in Now- 
gong; two each were killed in clashes 
at Barpeta in Kamrup and Ltnaligaon 
in Goalpara; five more bodies were 
recovered trom Bijni and Lentisin- 
ga, the scenes of violent clashes in 
the previous night. Curfew was 
clamped down in seven more towns 
and villages in Nowgong and Goal¬ 
para districts. Arson and wholesale 
looting were reported from numerous 
pilaces, the Goalpara. Darrang, Now^ 
gong and Kamrup districts. In 
Gaubati, an official described the 
situation as “expQosive” while 
announcing the ban on processions 
in Nowgong, Kamrup, Goalpara, 
Darrang and Dibrugarb districts and 
the deployment of tbe troops of 
more areas. 

Large parts of Brahmaputra valley 
continued to seethe wHh violence, 
arson, looting and rioting even on 
Wednesday May 28 without aav sign 
of a respite. The police fired at 
curfew-bouod Athgaon-Chapari, La- 
charipur and Koknali villages in 
Nowgong and RIfutalla near Bongai- 
i/taon. Two more bodies were found 
in Bijni. A boy was killed in Sal¬ 
mara in Goalpara. Two other deaths 
were reported from Dibrugarh. A 
woman in a village, whose nose had 
been chopped off with a ‘dao’ fcrtlow- 
ing her refusal to pay subscriptions 
to the movement, had died; a forest 
ranger of Aninachal Praefesh who 
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had offered a iifi in his truck to 
some demonstrators Koinx north 
from DibruRarh had been killed, 
after he was forced to ffet down 
from his vehicle midway. On May 
29. ten more bodies were recovered 
from different places in the riot-tom 
districts of Nowrohr, Kamrup, Goal- 
para and DibruRarh. 

Only in the relative calm can a 
leal count be taken of the devasta¬ 
tion. But even the deaths alone (35 
in four days. 18 of them in police 
firiURs) are measure enouRh of the 
pure lawlessness of the Assam riots. 
Houses lay Rutted; shops lay in 


shambles, their shelves burnt bare; 
hundreds 6f people turned destitute 
overniRht; many fled deeper into the 
villaRes; the hospitals and health 
centres in the riot-torn areas are 
now filled with wounded, wailinR 
men. women and children; people 
are queueinR up in front of relief 
camps. 

Ihe current violence clearly un¬ 
derlines the failure of the AASU 
and the GSP to convince the mino¬ 
rities that their aRitation is secular 
and peaceful, and is not directed 
aRainst an.v particular linRuistic or 
'eligious group. Moreover, minori¬ 


ties anywhere in the world are 
cvnical. I^irther. however sincere 
the agitation leaders may be about 
thdir ends and the means, the emo¬ 
tive content of the movement appears 
to have encouraRed those who want 
to use the aRitation for either 
-M'ttliiiR old scores or harrassing the 
minorities. Hiis explains the influ¬ 
ence of the RSS on the movement. 
Theix- arc people in Assam who 
think that if the minorities can be 
thinned out then their jobs, their 
land and their property will inevit¬ 
ably accrue to them. Even in 
Gauhati. it is not unusual to hear 
people discuss such prospects quite 
frcoly. 

Obviously, this attitude has fright- 
ened the minorities, a bulk of whom 
arc the cultivators and the SRricul- 
tural labour RrowinR most of Assam’s 
jute and 30 per cent of Assam’s 
food. 'I’hese people, settled alonR 
the char land, had to fiRht aRainst 
nature and circumstances to earn 
their present prosperity. Any hint 
that they may now lose all that they 
have earned is resented. Omar 
Ahmed, a farmer at Chauflkhowa in 
Barpeta pivts it : “We have shed our 
blood and sweat to make the land 
Rieen and wo are not RoinR to let 
them take it without a fight. If we 
have to RO, we go with the land”. 
This .sentiment is only tP be expect¬ 
ed: in any agricultural society, the 
people’s attachment to their land is 
very emotional. 


How did 
AAMSU start T 


It was inevKable. therefore, that 
sooner or later a parallel movement 
would develop. It has, now. If the 
agitation against the ‘foreigners’ is 
an urban-centred movement, then 
the parallel movement depends hea¬ 
vily on the rural masses for support. 
And, if the Muslims constitute the 
core of the movement, it is because 
of their numerical superiority among 
the various minority groups and also 
because, for the first time since the 
communal riots in 1950, they are the 
main targets of attack. All these 
years they were not -only being 
patronised and pampered by the 
politicians who saw in them a 
dependable vote-bank but were also 
being uSed bv the Assamese in suc¬ 
cessive language riots since 1960. 
Mostly immigrants from the erst¬ 
while East Pakistan, a large number 
had even been coerced into calling 
themselves Assamescsspeaking both 
during 1961 and 1971 head counts, 
dut, suddenly last year, they realised 
that all this bad not been enough 
insurance against possiUe expulsion. 

A Janata Party MJA Hiralal 
Patwari died in 1979, apd a by-elec¬ 
tion for the Mangaldai ’constituency 
was announced. ’The ruling Janata 
Party (Siief Minister of Assam. 
Golap Borbora, felt that if the 
Muslims did not vote for his Party, 
he was sure that they would not. 
then there was no earthly chance of 
bis Party retaining the seat. So. a 






niovf wu)i initlatMl to delete a suba* 
tunthil nuinb(!r of Mutllm votera 
from the voters’ list. Objections 
well' filed uaafnst more than 45,000 
tiiiiii(*.s ill the electoral roll. A trlbu< 
nol ui'ilurcd deletion of some 26.000 
of them, affcctina mostiv MusSIms. 
Nitturallv Muslims started feeliiut <o> 
MM'urc and uncertain. Then came the 
iiiKhtmare of Nalbari. Between Janu> 
iirv ft and 7. 1980, searina violence 
Killed 29 immigrant Muslims and 
rendered hundreds homeless. This 
Ha.t the flrst time since 1950 that so 
nian.v Muslims had died in a riot. 
Obviously the insurance that 
thev had taken waa now worthless. 
So. as the movement axainst the 
‘fore iffners’ intensifled. the Muslims 
id.st> stnrted orffanisinff themselvei to 
resist' 

Flnallv. on March' 29 and 30, this 
took formal shape at a convention of 
pi-omlnent Muslim leaders and a^i* 
vists at Jakiswar. a small town in 
Goalpara district, about 180 km ftom 
Cauhati Among those prew^ gt the 
convention were prominent Congresi 
(1) leaders of the state including the 
thco APCC(I) president l^lit I>ole.\ 
(now h« u the 8ecretar.y). general 
seerctarv Dhrubanarayan Bania, Con- 
fficss (I) MLAs Santi Ranjan Das- 
ffupta, Padam Bahadur Chauhan, 
Siisjul Haque, Danesh All Ahmed, 
AUaiur Hanaman and Lok Dal MLA 
Zutiirul Islam. At the convention was 
twin the All Assam MinorRles 
Student!' Union (AAMSU) with the 
prufeiisod aim “to protect and to 
sirenfftiieu the righu of rallgtoua and 
linguistic minorities guaranteed b.v 
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Naforl, a post-xraduate commerce 
atudent of Gauhati University was 
named the president and Asaar Ali 
Ahmed, an unam-graduate student at 
the B. H. CoUege, the general secre¬ 
tary. Other members of the execu¬ 
tive committee are: Alak Boy (vice 
president). Madan Mohan Pal (orga¬ 
nising secretary) and Indra Bahadur 
Cbettri (secretary). Almost simultane¬ 
ously another sister organisation sur¬ 
faced under the banner. All Assam 
Minority Yuva Parishad. 

When Mrs Gandhi came to Assam 
on April 12 she beard a 37-meraber 
delegation of the AAMSU and 
AAMYP tell her how they were 
being harassed and persecuted. 
Some of the members sobbed as 
they narrated their experiences. 
“.Save us from the hands of those 




fanatics”, they cried. Two days 
later, the central office of the 
AAMSU was inaugurated in Howli. 
a small town in the Barpeta subdivi¬ 
sion about 130 kilometers northewest 
of Gauhati in presence of a number 
of Congress (1) MLAs, The choice 
of llowli as the headquarters for the 
parallel movement is as significant 
as the choice of Jaleswar as the 

venue for the convention where it 
was conceived. In both places 
Muslims are predominant. The 

central office of the AAMSU could 
very .'well have been at Barpeta. It 
is not. because that is the only town 
in the entire subdivision where the 
Assamese-speaking people are pre¬ 
sent in any significant number. 

Howli is iust about IS kilometers 

south of Barpeta, the subdivisional 
headquarters, and within easy reach 
of Tarabari, the town from which 
the secretary of the organisation. 
Ahmed, comes. Even in the choice 
of the venues one can detect the deeP: 
mistrusts and suspicions of one com¬ 
munity about the other. 

Initiafly. the AAMSU was moving 
very cautiously, and their leaders 
rarely talked about opposing the 
movement launched hv the AASU 
and the GSP. “We are not opposed 
to anybody, although we will cer¬ 
tainly assert our rights guaranteed 
by the constitution”: that is how 
the AAMSU leaders used to react to 
any suggestion about a possible 
confrontation with the AASU or the 
GSP in the future. But their tone 
and tenor changed radically and 
acquired mSitancy after the AASU 
and the GSP announced, on April 22 
their plans to screen and deport the 
‘foreigners* if the government did 
not do this by May 10. AAMSU 
also struck a strident note by calling 
upon the minority communities to 
raise a collective protest against the 
move and observe May S as ‘protest 
day' through rallies and demonstra¬ 
tions. On May 2, the AASU and 
the GSP, however, revised their 
ultimatum, giving the government 
five more da.vs to complete the task 
of screening, segregation and depor¬ 
tation of the ‘foreigners’. May IS 
was the new deadline. Significantly. 
AAMSU also deferred the ‘protest 
day’ rallies for what it daitned were 
“unavoidable reasons". 










The ultimatum 


B n May 14eveniDx ba¬ 
rely a few hours before 
the deaddine set in the 
ultimatum was to expire, 
the AASU announo^ 
that it would not go ahead with its 
plans to deport ’foreiitners’ even if 
the government did not act within 
the stipulated time. But GSP main¬ 
tained that the deportation should 
start. The same evening, the 
AAMSU too decided to organise 
marches on Monday May 26, in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the state to present 
identical memorandums to the local 
officials demanding, among other 
things, safety and security for the 
minorities, and endorsing, and 
large, Mrs Gandhi's prescription for 
settling the foreigners' issue. Ex¬ 
pectedly, the AASU and the GSP 
reacted sharply to the idea. "It is 
going to endanger the traditional 
unitv and communal harmony in 
■Assam. It is an evil design and 
coaspiraev hatched bv all-India 
Parties (a euphemism for Congress- 
(I) ) aimed at creating communal 
disturbance.s in Assam and sowing 
seccl.s of violence in an otherwise 
pi'iicclul and non-violent movement.” 
thc\ maintained as they set about to 
organise' resistance to the AAMSU’s 
protest dav' plans for May 26. They 
-tlso sfiiiarelv blamed Mrs Indira 
Gandhi for the current spefll of vio¬ 
lence, and alleged that she had 
plannc'd the strategy at a secret 
meeting with the leaders of the 
iiiinoritv cornmunitv at Nowgong 
during her Assam tour on April 12. 
'The .iim ', Jatin Mali the president 
of the North Ea.st Regional Students’ 
Union, a co-ordinating body of all 
students’ organisations agitating 
against the ‘foreigners’ in seven 
iii)rth-ea,stern states, says, “is to 
scuttle our legitimate movement bv 
fanning communalism and create 
conditions for justifying the use of 
force”. In private conversations the 
agitators talk even more stridently. 
“The fight is now between the palm 
(Mrs Gandhi’s election symbol) and 
the fist (the emblem of the AASU 
flag).” they say. 

W difficult to believe that Mrs 
Gandhi flew aN the wav to Nowgong 
to draw un a blueprint for violence, 
simplv because she had no need to. 
If she wanted to do that, .she could 
done it sitting in New 
Delhi bv remote control through 
any one or all of her many agencies. 
And. even if the allegations of the 
As.sam agitators are true, she was 
hardlv Ilikelv to succeed unless the 
agitators themselves plaved Into her 
" . * ** 1 *^ dirt. It was 

only after the leaders of foreigner’ 
hatao agitation decided to resist the 
nrntpst dav" processions and rallies 
that the Assamese and the non- 
Assamese communities came direct¬ 
ly on a collision course. Left alrae. 
the rallies would have at best 
highlighted the existence of an 
emotional gap between the Assa¬ 
mese and the non-Assamese commu¬ 
nities. a fact which hardly rcouires 


any reiteration. Certainly, the ciasn- 
e$ and the violence that followed 
cuuid have been avoided. 

But then, the agitation leaders 
were under some kind of compubion 
to put up a show of strength. They 
perhaps thought, and not without 
iustitication, that the memorandums 
presented by the minorities were 
iikelv to be shown hy Mrs Gandhi at 
her meeting with the national lead¬ 
ers in New Delhi on May 31, as a 
counter-weight to the demands rab- 
ed for the deportation of the 
‘foreigners'. And, if the minorities 
turned out in impressive numbers 
even the national Parties sympathe 
tic to the agitation against the 
‘foreigners’ would have to pause 
and ponder. After all, millions 
cannot be dbmissed just like that. 
Another justification offered bv the 
Assam agitators for opposing the 
ralilies was that the foreigners could 
not claim the right to demonstrate. 
When this thesb was presented by 
a group of agKation leaders to the 
advisers to the GoveAior at Dispur 
it was promptly rejected. "Now. you 
don’t mean all the.members of the 
linguistic minority are foreigners?” 
one of the advisers asked. Yes. they 
did mean that. "Those who are 
genuinely Indians are all whn us in 
our agitation and it is the foreigners 
who have planned the march to lend 
legitimacy to their illegal stay,” one 
of the deputationists argued. The 
advisers, however, did not agree and 
asserted that the minorities bad as 
much right to demonstrate as an.v- 
body ebe. "If you can agitate for 
eight months, hold rallies and de¬ 
monstrations, break the curfew, 
abstain from duties, why can't they 
bring out processions to submit 
memorandums?” one of the advuers 
asked. 

The protest rallies that followed 
dearly demonstrated the intensity of 
the iniDorities’ anger and frustra¬ 
tions. The Bengali Hindus are yet to 
identify with the AAMSU in any. 
significant manner. although in 
quite a few pflaces some Bengali 
Hindus could be spotted in the 
‘protest day’ processions. But even 
without the active participation of 
the Bengali Hindus AAMSU orga¬ 
nised impressive turnouts. In nine 
rallie.s in the Barpeta subdivbion 
alone, the official estimate was that 
in all at least 300.000 people had 
turned up. This b about 10 per 
cent of the entire population of the 
district. Obviously, to a mau, every 
Muslim of the area had participated 
in the processions (women were sig- 
nificantiiy, absent). ‘This emphasises 
two things. One, the emotional con¬ 
tent of the paralled movement b as 
strong as that of the agitation 
against the ‘foreigners’. Two, the 
minorities too have opted for a 
.strategy that calb for offence as the 
best megps of defence. And here 
lies the greatest difficulty in db- 
engaging the rival camps. The crisis 
is too real, too close, to be ignored 
any more. Assam b certainly sitting 
on a powder keg with irresponsible 
people playing with fire, hardly real- 
blng that even a small spark can 
rip apart everything to pieces. 
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Kissan squashes & crashes 


Nature's moftt refreshing fruits give their 
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Case of the missing 


cigarettes 

Smokers are going crazy 


O N May 22, irate smokers, 
fed up of paying exorb¬ 

itant prices for cigarettes, 
and ftd up of buying 

-.whatever was on sate 

(most favourite brands were missing) 
set fire to a cigarette shop m Cal¬ 
cutta. Since early April the whole 
country has been plunged iii 

an unprecedented cigarette short¬ 
age that is driving all ad¬ 
dicts of the ‘cancer stick’ craty. 

Smokers bave by now reconciled 
themselves to the annual pre-budget 
vanishing trick that . cigarettes do 
every year, which lasts about a fort¬ 
night. But this year is different. The 
shortage is infinitely more severe, 
and the budget is not the sole 
culprit. 

The seeds ol the present shortage 
were sown on March 18 when- the 
ITC factory in Bangalore, their lar¬ 
gest and accounting for 30 per cent 
of their total output, weiii on strike. 
The company's filter-tipped and king 
size cigarettes arc all produced there. 
Its monthly output is a massive 1,000 
million sticks. ITC has now .set up a 
king size cigarette making machine in 
one of its five other factories but that 
obviously cannot meet the whole de¬ 
mand. 

The chief public relations oHiccr of 
ITC, Mrs A. Shyam, said in Calcutta 
that the shortage was due mainly to 
the prolonged strike at the Bangalore 
factory. “We arc not in any wa.v 
responsible for the price hike. The 
moment we hand over the bulk to the 
wholesaler our job is over. We have 
no control over anyone, neither the 
wholesaler nor the retailer.” Arc 
the wholesalers manipulating the 
price ? Mrs Shyam replied, “No, 
1 don't think so. We have been deal 
ing with them for a long time. They 
could never diarge arbitrary prices 
with a profit motive. Moreover, 
aren’t they scared of being raided by 
the police?” She agreed however 
that there could be a few black 
sheep among them who were selling 
cigarettes at a premium. “It is the 
retailers;'' she confidently asserted, 
“who are-boarding the cii^rettes and 
then selling them at a higher price. 
There are 10,000 retailers in Calcutta 
besides the unauthorised ones. Can 
you imagine the quantity that could 
be stashed away by them?” 

The vendors, though, do not seem 
to be in a position to stock mudi. 
They get their supplies from the dea¬ 
lers against cash and most of them 
are too poor to be able to lode up 
enough caifital in the hoarding. Also 



it is the dealer who dictates the 
price to the vendor and not the other 
way around. “I am positive that the 
dealers are the main profiteering 
force right now. It is certainly not 
a pre-budget reaction, for the profit 
level is much higher than the pre¬ 
budget profit,” said a retailer in tbc 
Gariabat area of Calcutta. 

The Hindustan Tobacai Company, 
the highest wholesaler of ITC ciga¬ 
rettes in Calcutta, said that the Ban¬ 
galore strike was the sole cause of 
the shortage. "It i.s the simple law 
of demand and supply that is operat¬ 
ing. We are not in a position to 
meet one-fourth of the dcinund.'' 
While they claimed that they them¬ 
selves had absolutely nothing to do 
with the price rise, they admitted that 
there were a few exceptions, “for ex¬ 
ample, the middle men at Baja Katra 
in the Burrabazar area.” Ved Pra- 
kash of Om Prakasli and Co, 
Itelhi, dealing largely in ITC 
cigarettes echoed the same sen¬ 
timents, “We don't make extra 
money because of this crisis. We arc 
gc^ng the cigarettes at the proper 
price from the manufacturers and 
selling them to tbs wholesalers at the 
right price. We even .supply the rt'- 
tailers at the correct price”.' 

A company which is benefiting 
from this is the comp.titor. National 
Tobacco Co. Its production has shot 
up by 15 per cent rioently. But as 
iTC has a 50 per cent share of tbe 
total market even four NTCs cannot 
step in to fill the shortage, confessed 
the NTC sates manager, N. C. Chak- 
ravarty. "To be candid, the present 
situation is not conducive to growth. 
True, smokers are switching over to 
our brands. But we will really be 
tested when the ITC brands reappear. 
Then there is this power criids in 
West Bengal Even if wc want to we 
cannot expand. The power situation 
has crippled us." 

The West Bengal Government has 
asked the police to probe the whote 
busineu and book the profiteers if 
necessary. But there seems to be 
soim confusion over the powers the 
police have in the matter as cigarettes 
are not aa essential commodity anA 


the Essential Commodities Act can¬ 
not be utilised. ITC is planning to 
start some retail outlets of its uwn. 
But when? After the strike is over? 

An insider in the cigarette indus¬ 
try explained how the money was be 
ing made and at which stages. “The 
manufacturer supplies the dealer a< 
the correct rates. Now this supply is 
of course, below the normal level 
So some of the dealcr.s, not all, sel 
'to Ibe wholesalers at a higher rati 
than normal The wholesaler doe 
the same to the retailer and the n 
taiter, after keeping a higher margir 
sells to the customer. But there 1 
also an economic compulsion in thii 
other than exploiting the situatioi 
At every level the volume of tun 
over has gone down because of th 
shortage and so even to retain tbe 
previous levels of earnings everybod 
will have to make more profit p< 
packet!” 

Ike strike which was launched li 
the Mumbai Bidi TambaklMi V.vapa 
Sangh on April 4 for a 15 per oei 
hike in commissions, has added 
new dimension to the cigarette cris 
ill Bum bay city. The strike enjoyed 
cunsidiTable support ioitially but later 
tbe movement lust its momentum and 
is on the verge of petering out. But 
for the smoker, there is no relief. 
The prices of favourite brands have 
skyrocketted as vendors and small dis¬ 
tributors get rid of old stocks, ^me 
spurious stuff is also being peddled, 
adding to the cu.stamers’ ^ight. la 
the fate of vendors bent upon making 
a fast buck during the “strike", the 
Vyapari Sangh declared on May 8 
that they would henceforth only boy¬ 
cott Golden Tobacco products. A Wt 
ul politics has also entered the 
cigarette crisis in Bombay. A parallel 
cigarette vendors' union has been 
started by Gulab Josbi of tbe Con¬ 
gress (1). However, the smokers will 
continue to suffer unt^ the govern 
inent seriously decides to intervene 
and bring the confrontation betweei 
vendors and manufacturers to an end 

The worst affected among Madrai 
smokers are the Scissors addicts 
Scissors is the single largest sellint 
brand in the city and is especially 
popular among the working class 
Charminar of Vazir Sultan, which i 
pritest at least two paise less, come 
a cdose second in Madras. Ihe only 
place where one can get ITC 
cigarettes at the correct price in the 
city is at the hotel Cbola dgarnte 
shop; Chillum. Here too the costly 
biaiids like India Kings are unavail¬ 
able because of the total stoppage of 
production. 


This story has been written 
on the basis of reports filed bp 
MALABIKA BHATTACHARYA 
in Calcutta, SAUMITRA BAR- 
ERJEE from Delhi, ASHISH 
RAJADHYAKSHA from Bombay 
and ASHOK KAMATH from 
Madras. 
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LIVING 


Caught and- bowled over 


Romani Bhatia 


He scored runs, ho 
claimed wickets, ho hold 
catches. And Kapil 
Dev’s most impressive 
catch this season turned 
out to be his engage¬ 
ment with Ramani Bha- 
tia on May 7. The 
couple first met in Bom¬ 
bay where the cricketer 
was attending a coach¬ 
ing camp two years ago 
when Ramani was in her 
teens. 

For one thing, the en¬ 
gagement scotched all 
rumours about the cri¬ 
cketer’s alleged affair 
with film actress Sarika, 
and all manner of spe¬ 


culation was ipso facto ^ 
put to rest. The ton- 2 
gues had started wag- 
gins when the actress 1 
visited Chandigarh abjut 7 
a year ego and had 
dinner with Kapil’a 
parents. But Kapil was 
in England, or so he 
claims. Subsequently he 
met her two or three 
times, once when she 
came to Chandigarh for 
» shooting stint. 

The mdst disappointed 
people 'must be the 
nation’s gossip colum¬ 
nists, They will have I 

little Or nothing to spe- ' 

eulate on now. 


That*s not us 

See anything familiar In oj EXtlll'cwir 
the lettering of this ad- ii 


the lettering of this ad¬ 
vertisement ? In case you 
don't, take another look 
and focus on the word 
SUNDAY. No prizes for 
guessing where that wa.s 
copied from. This is a 
hoarding near the Aliporc 
Zoo, Calcutta, and was 
spotted by Anil Grover. 
Pardon us for drawing 
It to your notice, but this 
was one we .lust couldn’t 
resist 


tiKWiSHlM b \rm w s m 


OPIH AkSO 

dii 

SUNDAY 






Heavyweight polo 


Never ibas a cartoon mob 
tered ao muab aa the one 
whidi appeared in Punch 
23^ra age defecting the 
Indian polo team, led Iw 
Sawai Man Singh, whloo 
won the world champion- 
ahip in 1957. The oar- 
tooniat’s idea was to 11- 
luatmte the total supe¬ 
riority of (he Indian team 
which was shown per¬ 
ched on an elephant, eadi 
member of the team 


Welding a long polo 
stick. Inspired by the 
cartoon, Sawai Man 
Singh’s aon. Jal Singh, 
created a new sport- 
elephant polio. When it 
was first played at the 
IUm.ba^ Polo Ground in 
Jaipur in 1977, a crowd 
of over 50,000 spectators 
gathered to witness the 
fua Adding an element 
of grandeur was a foreign 
TV CTew. A set 



of rules was formalised 
and the sport was soon 
recognised >y the Guineas 
Book of World Records. 
Elephant polo is played 
between two teams, each 
of which uses four ele- 
(dtantt. For safety’s sake 
each elephant carries a 
roahckit as well as a 
player. The referee is 
also perched on an ele¬ 
phant throughout the 
game. In this case the 
Mlo stick is rouidily six 
feet long and the ball is 
made of rubber. The 
playing area i* the same 
size as a football field 
and though the duration 
of each match la only 
fifteen minutes. It it u- 
teen minutes ot outrage¬ 
ous entertainment. Very 
often, out of ^eer curio¬ 
sity. the elephants decide 
to kiede the ball around 
the field and sometimes 
they even pick up the 
ball with their trunks and 
hurt it out of the (daying 
area. These, of coarse, 
are taken as fouls. 



Kapil Dw 


Quiet rolls 
the mm 

On May 19 this year 
India’s official and, accord¬ 
ing to some critics, most 
promising entry in recent 
years was screened at the 
Cannes film festival in 
France. It was Mrinal 
Sen’s Ekdin Pratidin 
which had created quite 
a stir in India. Mr Sen 
had arranged a number 
of previews in the coun¬ 
try before despatching 
the film to Cannes and 
also turned down two 
offers for a commercial 
rekate of the film in 
Calcutta. It was almost 
flawless planning; the 
Blm would go to Cannes 
with a massive build-up 
by the Indian press. 

_ Strategy apart. Ekdin 
rratidln was undoubtedly 
a good choice for the 
festival. First reports of 
its impact at Cannes — 
where it was dubbed 
under the title, And 
^iet Rolb Th0 Da^ 
were provided by John 
Warrington, a noted BBC 
critic, who spoke to 
Masoodul Huq during a 
vreek-long tour of Cal¬ 
cutta. It had apparently 
lived up to its reputation 
but was pitted awinst 
some extraordinary Euro¬ 
pean entries. Then came 
the news of a contro¬ 
versy: the Indian entry 
was granted only two 
screenings against the 
stipulated three. MRiat- 
ever the reasons for this 
Mr Sen might just have 
found the right excuse 
for the failure of his Him 
to figure among the best 





The dty ffoanwl. Parts 
pf It did, that la. Every* 


pf It dw, that la. Every¬ 
body kiK^ that a bandh 
can be pretty boring, es- 
pe^liy If ODc it a tee¬ 
totaller, so the 24.bour 
Bangle bandh gave rue 
to quite a bit of contro¬ 
versy. Calcutta, for one 
entire day, dosed Its 
doors on Saturday, May 
17 but the dtlzens all 
found their own ways to 
beat the boredom. Some 
of them stocked up on 
their liquor since they 
reckoned the only sen¬ 
sible way to spend the 
day was elbow-bending. 
Liquor shops remained 
open late on Friday night 
and at least one shop 
owner claimed that he 
did brisk business after 
sunset, when offices emp¬ 
tied and drinkers queued 
up to buy their hooch. 
Saturday Itself was a 


Saturday tight fever 

Parts # nmwmittfiVlt liMKf miniscent of what bad 

\“PPened on the day of 

bandh fy _ t the eclipse. By mW- 

g. es- ^ 91^41^ p^XiiSaif991 7 afternoon some of the 
* £ bolder ones took to the 

mu A -fc- i m- rr * 

e rue # scooters made their way 






H'erst Bengal Covem- 
ment poster calUm for 
the Bandh _ 

quiet day, very quiet. 1710 
streets were deserted; 
apart from the occasional 
police patrol van, very 
tittle else moved and the 
whole scene seemed re¬ 


scooters made their way 
round empty thorough¬ 
fares. In central Cal¬ 
cutta, one housewife 
awoke from her after¬ 
noon alesta when Ae 
heard shouting in the 
street outside her house. 
Fedring trouble, she rush 
ed to pull down the shut- 
-ters only to notice that 
•the noise was teing ge¬ 
nerated by a football 
match being played cm 
the road itself. One loca¬ 
lity was pitting its talents 
against its neighbours and 
supporters of both sides 
were cheering themselves 
hoarse. The rain, may 
we add, did not dampen 
thf^ir spirits. 


Book pirates Carre on regardless 


It was one of those 
peculiar coincidences. 
Macmillans of India had 
organised a Press con¬ 
ference over cocktaUs 
to meet Adrian Bourne 
of Hodder and Stough¬ 
ton, and to announce the 
tie-up between the two 
publishing giants. As 
Ashish Rajadhyaksha 
went up the steps of the 
Taj Hotel, he noticed the 
bookshop at the foyer 
selling paperback copies 
of John le Carre's latest 
thriller, Smiley’s People, 
At Rs ten it was obvi¬ 
ously a good buy. 

It only became appa¬ 
rent later that even as 
Macmillans were cele¬ 
brating the tie-up, they 



themselves had been 
scooped ^ intrepid pi¬ 
rates. The paperback 
edition of the book was 
distributed by Pan over¬ 


seas and reprinted in 
India by Macmillans 
more than a month after 
the pirated version hit 
the stands. The Mac- 
mUIans edition sold 
hardly anything, perhaps 
because it was priced at 
Rs fifteen, Rs five dearer 
than the pirated edi¬ 
tion. TTie book had 
been reprinted in Indig 
by Macmillans to over¬ 
come the traditional 
2,000 copy import ceil¬ 
ing per title. They must 
have expected to make 
a killing, as considerable 
interest was generated 
In the country by the 
sale of the earli,er Hod¬ 
der and Stoughton hard¬ 
cover edition. 


VCR:a Very 
Cool Racket 

A martial law team in 
Karachi, accompanied by 
a magistrate, recently 
raided a hall where an 
Indian film, Mahachor, 
was being viewed by 
about 250 people. It was 
actually being viewed on 
VCR or video caseette 
recorder. BesMes, the 
movie atarred ever¬ 
green Rajeeh Khahna, 
who is atiiU extremely 
popular in Pakietan. 
Each of the viewers 
had paid Rs aeven in 
order to see the movie. 
The VCR is fast becom¬ 
ing a problem for the 
authorities In Pakistan 
and the situation In 
Bangladesh is no better. 
Indian films are freely 
available on cassettea in 
Bangkok and Singapore 
- their rights already 
sold by producers in In¬ 
dia — and these are 
.safely smuggled into 
Pakistan and Bangla¬ 
desh. They are then 
sold to underground 
distributors who arrange 
frequent priyate view¬ 
ings of the films. Produ¬ 
cers in India make a 
neat packet by selling 
the rights of their films 
to VCR manufacturers 
in the Far East who, in 
turn, get their share by 
selling the cassettes to 
buyers from Pakistan 
and Bangladesh. The 
latter double their in¬ 
vestments in no time 
and the Indian mm- 
crazy audiences in Pa¬ 
kistan and Bangladesh 
get the chance to see 
the gaudy trash which 
they are in love with. j 


Exit the king (so soon ?) 



Are Amltabh Bachchan's 
days really numbered? 

The star turned ttp at a 
recent Cine-goers Club 
reception in Bombay 
and finally gave an in¬ 
dication of the fact that 
hie days of glory arc 
drawing to a dose. Ei¬ 
ther that, or Amitabh 
haa yet to get over 
Kabhi Kabhie and his 
pal do pal ka shair 
imago in that film. “1 
will fade but one day,” 
said the star. “Nobody 
can stay here forever. 
New faces, fresh talents 
will come to films.” 


DUBIOUS 

DISTINCTIONS 


Headline of the fortnight: "Bidia sure of winning 
hockey medaQ at Moscow”. Big deal, since only three 
teams are competing. 

Proposal of the fortnight: that the teams for the Cal¬ 
cutta Football League don boxing glovee instead of 
boots. 

Chicago of the fortnight: Calcutta, where you can get 
mugged for a ten-rupee note. 

Success of the fortnight: The Kapil Dev Lonely Hearts 
Club, formed by millions of disappointed females after 
the Test star became engaged. 
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"Art films can be 
commercially successful'' 


What will the newly formed Film Development 
Corporation do ? Should Doordarshan be sepa¬ 
rate from AIR ? ARUNA VASUDEV met Union 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
VASANT SATHE for a frank discussion on the 
controversies surrounding his views on Indian 
cinema and TV. 




f'v 





E 


MR Sathe, you hava re¬ 
cently taken a radical 
step which has created a 
furore in Indian film cir¬ 
cles. You have ,amalaa- 
mated the Film Finance Corporation 
and the Motion Picture Export Cor¬ 
poration into one body to be colled 
the Ftlm Development Corporation, 
it has created a controversy straiaht- 
away because the new film makers, 
or the parallel cinema, if you like, 
seem to be feariny that they will be 
crushed by it. Rightly or wrongly, ■ 
this feeling ie growing. 

A: Wrongly, 1 will say. I feel 
that the Film Development Corpora- 
tion will be an organisati<m which 
can help the entire film world in 
every aspect For example, 1 can 
divide the film industry or the film 
field into five major sectors, namely: 
First, the usual films, or wbat are 
known as commerciaO films, althouah , 
I don’t like to make distinctions bet¬ 
ween commercial films and art films 
because 1 believe that the art films 
can be successful commercially and 
the commercial film can be artistic. 
That is the basic thing. But fot the 
sake ol argument, we take it that 
here is such a thing as a normal 
commerdaS film. Now they also have 
their problems like getting raw 
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stock at the ri«ht price, of the rixht 
quelity, aod tbeii xettlng the credit 
also. They are cooipietely ia the 
grip of usurious creditors who char 
fie between 20 to 30 per cent rate 
of interest, lliis creates a vicious 
circle. Therefore this industry has 
its own problems of distribution, 
and exhibition, etc. Now I would 
envisaite that the FOC would apply 
itself to these questions. But more 
Important than this according to no 
is the second sector relating to tho 
new film, the experimental film. 
We have enough talent in this 
country, brilliant young producers 
who are producing films with new 
themes and with new techniques, 
off the beaten track. Such films may 
not be easily successful at the box 
otficc, but they need to be encoura¬ 
ged. Ihis can be done only if a cor- 
poiution like the FDC takes posi 
tivc steps both finsnclally ana in 
terms of exhibition and distribution 
In fact this will be the NFDC's ms 
ior role. 

The third field, according to me, 
IS the one of export. It is a specia¬ 
lised field. That is what I have been 
emphasising. In ell these fields we 
must involve knowledgeable peoples 
people, who have experience, t have 
great regard for the brilliance of 
our bureaucracy, but we are in the 
age of specialisation. Everywhetn 
you need people who know the .job. 
Selling, buying, trading, contacting 
people in the outside world, is a 
specialised Job for a man who has a 
.stake In the field...If I nominate an 
IAS ofllcer who knows he will be 
there for only 2-3 .years, then be is 
not going to put bis heart fiito the 
Job. By the time he acquires the 
knowhow, he may be transferred. 
So we lose the talent and experi¬ 
ence. Therefore I think we must 
have persons with the knowledge 
and interest in the task of increa¬ 
sing our film exports throughout the 
world. The fourth field is that of 
Film Festivals. We have incorpora¬ 
ted our Directorate of Film Festi 
vals with the FDC. So it will deal 
with the entire thing relating to this 
aspect of film activity. This also is a 
specialised field. It will be under the 
charge of men who know the job of 


organising film festivals, participa- 
l ting in film festivals outside, having 
I regional film festivals within the 
'' country and all that. 'Iliis is one 
area. Another, tlye fifth, is the tech¬ 
nological aspect of the movement, 
what I describe as the extension pro¬ 
gramme of exhibiting films, produc¬ 
tion of 16 mm films involving more 
rural people and talents, production 
of films m the locale itself and ex¬ 
hibition of them in the rural com¬ 
munity centres and open air thea¬ 
tres. This entire movement is a big 
thing in itself, a big task, and I 
think the Film Development Corpo¬ 
ration will have to undertake it. 
Thus I visualise for the FDC a very 
wide range of activity and if we get 
the right men who know their Jobs, 
men who know the field, who are 
interested and enthused about wan¬ 
ting to do something about H, then 
I think the FDC will be a success. 

Q; It munds absolutely perfect 


and I hope it will work nut. But- 
what the new /ttm makers feel is 
that because they have no organisa¬ 
tion, they have not been consulted 
about th». They are very afraid 
that as tt is a ftedfflina movement, if 
vested interests get a grip on the 
FDC, then they are going to be 
neoiected 

A; 1 can appreciate their appre¬ 
hension. but I can tell you that this 
fear is not well toundM. My own 
personal attitude to this, as I ex¬ 
plained to .YOU, is to encourage the 
new film makers. But at the same 
time, let us not go to the other ex¬ 
treme and think that whatever is a 
commercial flop must be something 
new. Some peopk seem to think that 
the FDC loans money, a film is 
made, R may be thoroughSy useless 
as far as people wanting to see it 
are concerned, the FDC must write 
off the entire money, must buy the 
film and put it in cold storage, with 
a pat on the back for the producer. 



Tliis is not the right attitude. A 
good film can also be commercially 
viable and vice versa. I can give the 
nlest example of Shanharabharanam, 
an excellent film from the point of 
view of art but which Is a roaring 
.success at the box office. 

Q; But don't you see even a film 
like Shodh which I thought teas out¬ 
standing, has no obvious commercial 
value as such. Yet, if it had the pos 
sibility of exhibition, then slowly it 
would prove a success. It won't get 
its money back in a week, but over 
a period, it will get it. 

A: That is why we have decided, 
and most of the states in the country 
have accepted our proposal, that aill 
award-winning films should be ex¬ 
empted from entertainment tax. 
which is a big relief and a big incen¬ 
tive. I hope we can do this for more 
films with social themes or a pur¬ 
poseful theme. Purposeful does not 
only mean propaganda. By purposeful 
I mean anything that stirs sodety 
into thinking. 

Q: I am going to make a very 
radical suggestion to you. It is 
something that I have been thinking 


of for some time and talked to people 
about. For one week after the 
national awards, every theatre in the 
country shotdd have to compulsorily 
show the award-winning film. That u 
only way you can almost force the 
masses to see these films. Then you 
can see if you can win them. 

A: Tliere will be some problems. 
The number of prints for compuHsory 
showing/ill over the country...Just as, 
you know, for our documentaries, 
we need hundreds of prints. 

Q But you could stagger it. 

A; But here, as you sav. if it has 
to be shown in every city... 

Q; In one city, for one week only. 

A; But if you stagger it, you can 
easily imagine, they will take months 
to readi some cities. But the coaqept 
is right. These films should be shown. 
That is why, more and more I have 
come to feel that we must rationalise, 
1 hate to use the word regulate, dia- 
tribution and exhibition systems in 
this country,, Tliat is the point where 
at both ends it polsona the industry 
and creates a' very vicious circle. If 
we can take care of a film's exhibi¬ 
tion and distribution, I think we can 
help the entire film industry in pro¬ 
ducing good films. 

Q: That is true. But thirre is 
another point that the film makers 
are worried about. The demand for 
collateral security by the FFC. They 
are very worried because they have 
received letters tayino that the loan 
must bf repaid instantly. For in¬ 
stance, Mani Xaui has got a letter 
sayiru that within IS days, he has to 
pay Rs 3.8 lakhs, 

A: The FFC, before R got merg¬ 
ed into the FDC...its people must 
have felt that they ahould be right on 
the file, as <hey say. that they must 
send notices and see to it that all the 
money is reaHised so their HabilRiea 
are reduced and they can say there 
is no audit problem. 1 think this is 
what they must have dqne, . 

Q: Well, 1 hope this won't be! 
pursued because it's got them all 
worried sick, | 

A: We will sec how we can 
rationalise that. We certainly won't 
persecute people. The idea is to 
promote good films. In case after 
case, when I was a member of the 
Public Undertaking Committee, I 
found that CTores of rupees were lost 
(on films). The government and the 
auditors repeatedly asked why the 
FFC was running, that it was a 
foolish venture. I can understand 
subsidising, but there is a limit... 
Supposing we give Rs S4 lakhs for 
making a film. The film is made but 
nobody sees it. Then what do we 
do? N'ow what you are saying is that 
not only should we have the film 
made but it should aJso be shown. 
Until R is shown, it has no meaning. 
So the business of showing will now 
be taken care of. Unless we talk 
more of that, getting good films made 
will not have a logical result. 

Q: The FFC was a logical ex¬ 
tension of setting up the Film Insti¬ 
tute and therefore when thisi marvell¬ 
ous step was taken by the govern¬ 
ment, a climate was created for mak¬ 
ing good fims. And I think It hot 
happened. It will be a shame if that 
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When dreams^ 
are 

€a$[ in moulds 


It means fulfilment 
for our researchers in 
steel making. 

• To expand facilities for future 
development 

• To enhance the potential of 
existing strengths 

• To create the infrastructure for 

systematic growth | 

• To provide superior products 
and processes 

• To serve humanity at large in a 
more purposeful way 

It is necessary to dream. 

And analyse, experiment, 
evolve, innovate. 

The Research and Development 
Centre of SAIL is engaged in such 
a task A new thrust has been 
imparted in work relating to 
increase m productivity, reducing 
production costs, improving 
quality, developing new grades of 
steel and improving profitability. 
Every man engaged in SAIL's 
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R&D Centre at Ranchi is basically a 
dreamer He thinks, innovates and 
gives shape to his dreams working 
in close collaboration with operat¬ 
ing team in the steel plants under 
SAIL Some of these dreams have 
taken solid shape. Development of 
High strength low Alloy (HSLA) 
steels and rolling them into dif¬ 
ferent shapes, improvement of LD 
lining life, computerised billet 
cutting operations to herald the 
use of on-line computers in steel 
i industry are some of them 

I Work on developing indigenous 
technology for direct reduction for 
sponge iron using non-coking coal, 
partial briquetting of coal, lime 
dust and coal dust injection in 
Blast Furnace are some others on 
which work is in progress. 
The R&D Centre of SAIL strives to 
cast dreams in steel. For better¬ 
ment of national economy. For 
betterment of humanity. 


STEEL RUTHORITVOnnOIR LTD. 

S«etiolKin« of ttM Indian Industry 
RdMdrch & Odvdtopnidm Cdntrd Hinoo, Ranchi. 
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A: No. that won't b(> Kivt'ii up. 
that objrtlivc will hf> pursued. That 
( lan iUisuro voii. We will help bv 
taking care of exhibition, etc. 

Q ■ I think it is quite right that 
the rommerrial einema i^tndd not Off 
alii'naletl or brushed aside because, 
after all, theq make 700 films a wear 
and they have made India the biggest 
film producing country m the world. 

A. And you will have to agree 
that some of the ftlnis are artistically 
very beautiful. 

0; Yes, but they are hetny in; 
flueftced into thinking in a different 
way about the cinema as a result of 
the new movement. So there has to 
be some way of making sure that 
. there is no conflict and confrontation 
•'^letween the two. It is quite a tricky 
^situation because you must realise 
Hull the commercial cinema is not 
interested in the growth of this 
movement. 

I hat is why I began by saying 
tli.it this artificial division should be 
given up There arc only two types 
of Minis—as I sakl the other day iti 
Uotnbav—good films and bad rdin.s. 
'Ilipre is no such distinction as an art 
lilni and a commercial fiSm. 

Q. . Some people say there is no 
.such thing as a good film or a bad 
film. There is only a film. 

A: No. there is. I will say that 
in ..II psTforniing aits, the ultimate 
criterion which you apply, whethei it 

a dancer or musician or anybody, 

' f howsoever perfect h<‘ may be. is the 
.ludicnes- he gets Unless he is seen 
or heard, it is ol no ii.se. You can 
take the hrstory of any ol the great 
people—great haMcriiias, great arti.s- 
tes, if they are not heard or appreeia- 
led by the people, .the grcatiie.s,s is not 
recognised. 

Q ■ That is particularly true of 
cinema. 

A: That IS what r meant by good 

and bad. Bad i.s what people reject. 
In the ultimate analysis, it is what 
is .iccepted by the people, the 
audience and for whom the performer 
produces. 

Q. But you also have to teach 
the audience, you have to give them 
a chance to .see the good, you have 
I to make it possible to expose them 
jl to good fUms. The Film Archives 
a started that. For many years, you 
couldn't see good films but slowly 
the Film Archives were able to ex¬ 
pose even the young new students to 
great cinema. Now what is happen¬ 
ing is that very often Bombay film 
makers go to Poona to look at the 
film classics, 

A: We must try to get fiflms from 
all over the world. What is happening 
is that the influx into 'the country 
is mostly of Holloywood films. But 
there are other countries also which 
make beautiful films. Japan. Korea. 
Philippines, Indonesia and many 
others. How mudi do we know about 
these countries? 


H 


NOTHING. In fact. 
India is the leader of the 
new Third World cinema 
movement to bring the 
cinemas of these countries 
tocher, and the only way you can 


gel to kiunv the people of a country 
is through their cinema. But about 
censorship now... 

A: Your favourite subject! 

Q: t think it is important. 

A: Let us consider the basic 
aspect in censar^hip. Why censor¬ 
ship? Should there be censorship or 
no cun.sorship? 1 for one theoreti¬ 
cally would say that in a free and 
democratic society, why should there 
be such a thing as censorship? '^en 
I first took over, my first remark to 
the Press people was “censor the 
word ‘censor’.' That is honestly my 
approach and attitude. But we ateb 
owe something to society. As you 
said just now. people have to be 
given, they have to be exposed to, 
good fiilms and when you use the 
words good and bad. then the ques¬ 
tion of judgment comes in. ThLs 
centres rupnd two factors now. sex 
and violence. We must disabuse our 
iiiiitd of some of our concepts of, and 
.ippmach to. .s<‘.\ I have very liberal 



';«kpres8i<ws^/vm;' hiimiin 
itiffeotidci, proper 

ee«ipeiipei til tjN P^rpper 


views about sex and inoidlity. I think 
the most moral relationship between 
a man and a woman or two persons 
is where there is mutuality—mutual 
respect, mutual regaid. mutual love. 
If that i.s not there, then the physical 
reilationship. which is in any case a 
most delicate relationship in human 
beings, can be* the most depraving 
relationship. I think sex is very 
beautiful and should be beautiful. 
But when you try to vulgarise it. and 
depict it in a aude way, partic-ularly 
in relation to woman, as if the wo¬ 
man is there onllv as an object of 
man’s enjoyment and you try to 
depict or display the woman only 
from that angle for cheap titillation 
— if that is the only purpose—^then 1 
think it is vulgar. It is an insult to 
beauty, it is an insult to sex and an 
insult to womanhood. 

Q; An insult to intelligence, in 
fact. 

A : Yes. that it is. 

Q; But about violence, about sex 
also, there ts a school of thought that 
believes it has a cathartic value—the 
more you see it, the more you’ll get 
it out of your system, and be free of 
it. 


A: But there cs .such a dose ol 
viiKleiuv in some of our films and it 
slill doesn't free you. It enslaves 
you. It is like drug addiction. In a 
fiX'o society why should there be a 
ban on drugs?... and there are pt'ople 
who argue, .yes. why should thcie be? 
If people want to kill themselves bv 
taking drugs, why should they not be 
odlowcd to do so? Fair enough. li 
that school of thought ultimately 
succeeds, then mass killings, tnas.s 
murders, anything is good. But we 
are nut in a society which believes in 
this. We do want people to live and 
let live. M that is the general app 
roach, then we owe a duty to society 
at-coiding to the .iccepted norms of a 
society not to inictt and give them 
this biaiii drugging, il i may say so, 
of violcnie and .m-x. Hut the quqstion 
is who decides? I am of the view 
that the liiliii industiy should have an 
iiitcriinl inbuilt censorship ol theii 
own But they find that iinpu.ssiblc 
hcc.insc' they have fo compete with 
e.icli other. One man makes a film 
winch suixec'ds at the box office ami . 
innnediatelv the inoneylender says we 
want films of that type, you mu.st put 
in .1 little more violeme. a little more 
sex. some more cabarets, a little less 
ilothes on /eenat Aman or on beauti- 
Ini lilni actresse.s. This is how il 
goes, the vicious circhv 

Then I said, I will leave it to you, 
w<' wMI scrap the censor ultogethci 
Tl I'v replied that this would CTcate 
another diflicultv because then every 
magistrate at evtsry local place would 
heioiim a censor because under the 
oidinary law of the land, anyone can 
file a complaint and .say this film is 
ohsdne and therefore should be* 
hi'iniied This would lead to cerrup- 
lion. delay, litigation, etc ThLS would 
not solve the problem. Therefore 
(ciisor.ship has to be there. So it 
iiiii.st play a healthy role, la-t there 
In- mutuality about bow that should 
be dom*. I wouild like to involve the 
film industry people in twery aspect 
and also the representatives of the 
people. 

For example, there has been such 
a resentment and protest in the 
country by women about rape. Now 
I have, seen and heard of many 
films which show rape scenes in a 
most gruesome manner, I have not 
understood what is the objective of 
showing that. Yet, it is there for 
all to see. If you accept that as all 
right, then why do you object to 
rape outside ? You justify it by 
saying that ultimately it is afll right 
in the film because the villain is 
defeated and he is caught. But the 
villain haa had all the fun in the 
film. .So people in private life a&so 
sdVMs Let’s enjoy ourselves while we 
can,.like the villain in the film. When 
we are caught, then that will be 
another matter’’. The viUian has all 
the fun while the hero is suffering 
and wins with the help- of the army 
or the polite only in the end. There¬ 
fore, why be a suffering hero? In¬ 
stead of that, be a villain and enjoy 
(youi-sedf)! Do you want that to be 
shown or should it be curbed ? If it 
has to be curbed. theB censorship 
must be applied. 

Q. Basically it again depends on 
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' the way unylhmu is depicted. The 
Ik, jonn IS itnporianl. A rape scene can 
^ he shoum in suck a manner as to 
rliril so much sympathy far the 
woman that even a potential rapist 
tn the audience would be moved 
ituo vowing to himself that he would 
never do such a thmy. Anyway, 
you have to apply censorship in a 
manner to parlray reality, to allow 
the depiction of a normal relalion- 
ship between men and women. 

A ■ Yes, that is why I said 1 con¬ 
sidered tha< instead of all the usual 
V U'lKuri-snis. one of most natural ex¬ 
pressions of human affection, in the 
profHT sequence, in the proper con- 
t<‘\t. i.s kissing. But p^ple took that 
lint ol context and tried to publicise 
only that. 

Q : I Ihtnk that is very important. 
k / think that because they can’t show 
^ normal human behaviour, they resort 
to all this titillation. Are you goiim 
to lake up censorship of cinema in 
the Ad ? 

A : I am. ‘I’his Act has been on 
the anvil for a very long time. I 
think we. will be ablle to put it before 
I’.irliiiTiient in the very near future. 
And there is also another Act which 
I am prop»o.sing, which is nearly 
ready and K is. about the protection 
of employees in the film industry. 

Q: If you can lake another bold 
step. I would suggest that the film 
indusln/ be accepted as an industry. 

A : But that is universally agreed. 
Tliaf is what we wifll do. 




ANOTHER issue with 
which you have created 
a stir is your very force¬ 
ful idea for introducing 
_J colour TV in India. 

A : There has ibeen a lot of con¬ 
fusion as far as colour TV is con- 
cci ncd. 1 have been saying that colour 
TV is not a luxuiy. R is modem tedi- 
nology. the laie.st technology. Today 
in the world outside, nobody has 
black and white TV. it’s all colour, 
l^ven the countries all around us, 
smaller countries like Afghanistan, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
have colour TV. Therefore, India 
cannot lag behind in technology. 
Technology and lime wait for no one. 
We have to be up to date. Techno¬ 
logy-wise, 1 have been saving that 
just as in the field of air travel... 
do wc still insist on Dakotas ? We 
have gone on to Boeings and Air¬ 
buses. No one questions why we 
must have an Airbus. Similarly, in 
every other field, particularly in the 
field of media, you can’t afford to 
lag behind and teOevision is a much, 
much more powerful medium than 
even the radio because of its audio¬ 
visual content and imitact. How can 
you say a diing more foroerully, 
more effectively except in colour 
^ause nature is fuH of colour ! ft 
becomes even more important if you 
want to take TV to rural ereas 
which, is my main objective. 

Q: The argument is basically 
over priorities. Even black and white 
TV rn India has not got off the 
ground, programme-wise, as it were. 
Colour TV wouM mean so much 
mare money, 

A : 1 have got the wbede thing 
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examined. I have found that the 
t<i.si is not so great prccnsclv be¬ 
cause TV is still in its infancy in 
our country. What we are doing at 
piT.scnt is carrying on with this 
obsolete and out of date machinery 
which was gifted to u.s and which 
Is in black and white. Wc*. will have 
to change it sooner or later. It has 
aheadV outlived its usefulness. And 
then what is important is that the 
transmi.vsiun would be the same. The 
transmission towers and the lights, 
etc., are all there. All that we are 
going to need is the c;ameras. Even 
there, wc* will have to go in for new 
cameras .sooner or Hater. So the cost 
a.'^ far as telcicasting and filming and 
preparing in the studios etc., are con¬ 
cerned will not be much more. We 
don’c necKi different studios but some 
niodilications mavbc. As far as tele¬ 
vision from the teleca-sting point of 
view is concerned, the cost is not go¬ 
ing t«i be very great. 

’Then comes the question of TV 
sets, the cost to the people who are 
going to buy them. I have asked the 
manufacturers of TV sets and they 
have told me that the real cost is 
that ol the colour tube. As it is. 
today wc are importing black and 
white tubes. If wc import colour 
tubes, the cost woulld be around Rs 
],0()0 or 1,200 more. That is the only 
real cast component. 'The rest is all 
asseiTiblv and other things which 
are being done here. And if we 
have colour TV sets manufactured in 
India, there will be an export mar¬ 
ket. Today, there is no export mar¬ 
ket for black and white TV sets. 
Our country has the capacity to 
manufacture them even cheaper 
than other countries, so we can ex¬ 
port them to other countries. One 
gentleman told me that wc can ex¬ 
port them even to the USA. That 
will be the extent of our competi¬ 
tive capacity! The cost of colour 
TV may be. to begin with. Rs 1,000 
or 1,500 more. TTie reporter who 
had actuallv interviewed some peo¬ 
ple in the 'I'V production line had 
said this very thing. But see the 
miscoiicepticm in the Press generally 
because . of pre-c»nceived prejudices 
and not looking to facts. ’They have 
distorted the picAure. 

'fake another aspect Suppose you 
had TV in all two lakh eJectrifled 
villages. The sets would be paid for 
by the community centres and the 
panebayats. A pancfaayat wbicti has 
property worth a lakh of rupees 
will gladly buy a TV set tor Rs 6,000 
or 7,000 bc'c.jusc it mean’s so much 
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to the whole community. So there, 
the cost, whether R is 5,000 or 
10,000 doc^ not make much cUffer- 
cnce. On top of that, if you pro¬ 
duce on a large scale, the cost 
would come denvn. Then tomorrow, 
we might be aMe to produce colour 
tubes in this country. Electronics 
has a teemendous capacity lor not 
only growth, but employment poten¬ 
tial. 'That has been proved. I feel 
strcinglv that from whatever .-logic 
you look at R, jcojour television i.s 
•I neccssitv and not a luxury. Somc- 
tinics when you look at flowers... 

J reallv don’t know how in the 
vililiigc-s you can show agriculture or 
flowers and different things in black 
and whRe. The other day I .saw a 
film produced by Tatas on the envi¬ 
ronment. It wa.s shown in the con- 
Icronce which was inaugurated bv 
Mrs Indira Gandha. Such a beauti¬ 
ful film, all in coHour. ’The whole 
universe is full of colour. And I just 
whispered to Mrs Gandhi, "Imagine 
.M.-eing this in black and whRe”. And 
.she agreed. 

O' Also school programmes. • 

A ; Yes, school programmess. 
science, evciything. How will you 
show them in black and white ? 

0: The other thing is that tele¬ 
vision is a Central subject, hat the 
provision of community sets is left 
to the state government. Now re¬ 
cently in the Bihar state Plan, they 
.said the Central government wants 
us to provide sets in these areas, so 
they can do it themselves. We will 
not do it. This is what happened. 
Par instance, Delhi Doordarshan’s 
range has been eadended through a 
series of relay transmission towers 
up to eastern UP. In Eastern UP 
where you can receive programmes 
from Delhi, there are no TV sets ot 
an. 

A ; The reason being that we 
don’t leave this to th© panchavats. 
The state governments have their 
own financial restraints and cons¬ 
traints. rhcreforc. the state govern¬ 
ments look at it this wav, Tf you 
want to, you give us the sets’. But 1 
am going to say this, 1 am going to 
ask the village panchayats, ‘If vw 
want a set. you buy a set. I will 
maintain it’. I will create a whole 
chain of workshops at subdivisionai 
or even block levels of people who 
wiU maintain television sets Ihrtnigh 
the very producers of television sets. 
This will also mean employment 
potential. The biggest snag in tele¬ 
vision, which we also feel here in 
the urban areas—you and 1 have a 
TV set—a little thing goes wrong, 
we just don't know wbat to do. And 
we don’t want to fiddle with the 
thing. You call a man from the 
producers and he takes bis time in 
coming. It is the servicing that is 
the problem. We must have a 
simultaneous servicing network, an 
efficient servicing network. And you 
take it from me. states or no states. 

I dout want the states to spend a 
farthing themselves. I will tell the' 
panchayats. You want TV, 1 can 
show yap TV through INSAT in two 
lakh electrified villages if I get the 
sanction for the grant segment. And 
the villages themselves will go in for 
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television. They will contributu iin<t 
'buy u TV set. That is bow it must 
l^jct decentralllsed. 

Q: Well, so far that has not been 
hapj^ening . 

A : Lack of imajiination. 
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You were saying that we 
can't aitord to lag behind 
in technology and there¬ 
fore it is tmporiant, but 

_ what about management? 

far as TV is concarnad, there is 
fauure of maru^emenl for a 
variety of reasons. The picture to¬ 
day is that there is deep dissat is fac¬ 
tion and frustration among the peo¬ 
ple who work in it, there is practi¬ 
cally contempt for it by people who 
watch it, there is no root carry-down 
to rural areas, stations are opened 
without really adequate facilities, and 
..-•kunlil you can really get what there is 
already working well, why expand it? 
In other words, you will continue to 
have programmes that don’t satisfy. 
only they will be in colour, 

A : It's like this. I aaree there 
are shortcomings. All the things you 
say are there. But then as you right¬ 
ly said, its shortcomings will be 
there whether you have colour or 
no colour. The shortcomings will be 
magnified, that's true, if they are in 
colour. But look, shortcomings of 
management, of software as we caU 
it, these are the things that 
have to be attended to immediately 
and independently. We have only 
started doing that. I want Doordar- 
shan to be an indeperolent special 
^sTV disconnected from radio and 
'other media. And it must grow 
vertically, itself. There must be a 
feeling of belonging in the people 
and We must have people know¬ 
ledgeable from outside to advise and 
even participate. These are some 
aspects on which I am adready 
moving. And I am confident that 
what 1 call functional autonomy can 
succeed and can work. 


Q; What do you mean by func¬ 
tional autonomy? 

A : I’ll tell you what I mean. 
Without the restraints and cons¬ 
traints, but functioning in the way 
you described .fust now. According to 
me, 0 person must have the scope 
to give of his best. I am interested 
in the results, as Pandit Nehru used 
to aay, and not in grievances and 
complainta. So I would like to find 
the right man. Once you have deci¬ 
ded that here Is a person who knows 
his Job, then jrtve him fudl scope to 
produce and thow results. And also 
■elect a team. Yes. thet's profes¬ 
sional management. If you do that 
...another most nagging thing in 
government I have noticed is flnan- 
aal inflexibility. I must confess ours 
la considered in government as ■ 
non-priority Ministry or department. 
Whether it is the Planning Commis¬ 
sion or anyone else, if you ask for 
even a few rupees more, they just 
say no. Although the impact of the 
media is tremendous, people only 
view it in terms of rupees and there¬ 
fore somehow up till now. this Minis¬ 
try has been considered financiaQIv a 
low priorKy Ministry. Now I am 
thinking of proposals whereby wc can 


own ourselves and not be a burden 
on the treasury. If this can be done, 
then I will tell the government and 
the treasury, 'Look, the monev thnt 
I am taking is only for the dcvi'luo* 
ment of the media so then> should 
be no obstruction’. Once wo have 
some more financial flcxibl’lfv. tbon 
we can allot our fund.s. Then we 
must allow our dirocfors-genornl and 
others some authority Thov should 
not have to go for everv little thing 
to the finance Minhstry. Everything 
geta atuck bucuuio they have to go 
running up and down and waiting 
so mu(» time and energy. Once 
thfiio constraint! are dune away with, 
then we can give more scope to peo¬ 
ple in the creative fleild. people with 
creative talent, provide them the 
initiative. I am sure these things 
will come about. This Is what 1 
mean by functional autonomy. 

Q; But the trouble is that there 
is also aruHher aspect to it. The 
people in TV, the actual technicians 
who work with the medium, they 
still have to go to the Ministry for 
clearance (or everything, often deal¬ 
ing with low level bureaucrats. A 
lot of their requests and require¬ 
ments are turned down by people 
who don't really know what they are 
about. And this is not from the 
I'inance Ministry to the I&B Minis¬ 
try, but to TV from the JAB Ministry 
itself. 

A : You will be surprised. Last 
year and the year before that when 
the economy drive was introduced bv 
the previous government, mine was 
:hc only Ministry which showed 
(iver-enthusiasm in surrendering 30 
per cent of the funds ! As it is, wc 
were starved and here are peopfle 
who just do not implement even the 
planned programmes. The people in 
the Mini^rv have absolutely no idea 
about the media. I want that the 
men in the media .should also have 
.1 hand in policy making. If that 
happens, then knowing where the 
^hoe pinches, they will know exact¬ 
ly what are the requirements and 
these bottlenecks and red tapes can 
1)0 removed. 

Q ; Will that really happen ? 

A : It can happen. Let us sec. 
nucBUso I remember this move was 
initiated by Mrs Gandhi herself. 
When she first came to this Ministry, 
■she took a lot of initiative in re¬ 
organising it. She herself has excel¬ 
lent ideas. It was she who gave a 
new look to the Ministry. But after 
she become Prime Minister and 
other Ministers came and the cons¬ 
traints being what they arc, we 
rcaUy got stuck somewhere on the 
way. I don't know where. So let 
us see what we can do. 

Q: One of the things that media 
people feel, whether it is officials of 
AIR or TV or Films Division ot 
whatever, everybody feels that all 
decisions in their field are taken by 
civil servants who have no faith, no 
commUment to the field. Would you 
not consider the possibility of the 
TAB Ministry being manned by the 
Information Service people who 
would come from different fields— 
radio, TV, films etc. because they 
have a commitment to what they are 


doing ? 

A : Weil, that is one idea. But 
the Information Service has also got 
bureaucratised. 

Q; Don’t you think in this age of 
very great sperialisaHon. with tha 
advonca of technology in all tha 
fields, you Just have to know what 
you are talking about ? Someone 
who belongs to an administrative ter- 
vice and moves within different 
Ministries cannot be in a position to 
take far reaching decisions. 

A : What 1 was saving is that we 
.should have a media service and not 
get people from Just the IAS. IAS 
have brilliant chaps, there are certain 
people who know the field. So let 
I hem make a choice. Just as some 
people who go Into the ForeIn 
Service or some people go to the 
Railways. So we should have a 
media service wherein wc can take 
men who are knowiedgeablc In the 
world of films, knowledgeable in the 
world of Radio or TV. Also puMica- 
tlons. I would go stiU further. A 
man mav not loin the media service 
■ 1 .S such. He may be an expert out- 
liide. an excellent producer or a 
director or somebody in the field 
also have a talent for administration 
to some extent. We can have such 
<1 man on a contractual basis even 
in a policy-making role. Such things 
have been tried In other Ministries 
like steel, etc Why can’t we do it 
here ? But I agree with you that 
this is a highly spedaSIsed, creative 
section, or branch. So we must have 
a .service manned by people who 
know the field and who know the 
job. That will bi? my effort. 

0; Or even within the IAS, let 

I hem opt for the area in which they 
■want to specialise and remain in 
that service... 

A: From wherever they come. 1 
have nothing against the IAS. I 
know there arc wonderful people in 
it, the cream of our country have 
gone into that service. Supposing 
there's a man from the IPS, but 
he has an Inclination for this media, 
let him opt for it. 1 will give .you an 
interesting example. Wc get a man 
who is from a state, normally the 
IAS. He cornea on deputation ^m 
the state to the Centro. He becomes 

II joint secretary in my Mlniatry. We 
>end him out very often, on tome 
.special courses on TV or flUms or 
other media. He gets the training 
and advantage, comc.s back, and aoiMi 
thereafter, he Ls sent back to the 
state after his tenure is over, to, be¬ 
come a revenue secretary or a health 
secretary In the state. He is a loss 
to me and to the country and to the 
media and also to the s^te in that 
respect. How does It help? So I am 
totally against this sort of waste ot 
talent and energy. That is why people 
ill the media must remain in the 
media. That is the number one thing. 
And even within the media I want 
them to specialise. The radio man 
stays in radio, the Doordarshan man 
.stays in Doordarshan and grows in 
l>oordarshan. 

Q: That would be really some¬ 
thing. We have all been saying hr 
such a long time that this it wlud 
must be done about it. * 
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Com me rcial cinem a vs art films 

A war with many battles lies ahead 


I T all started with u letter from the 
Deputy Executive ot i iiin finance 
Corporation (ff’C) A. U. Chandria- 
mam to Mam Kaul, (JJtii oirector. 
Dated April 15. I'JBO the letter was 
about Mr Kaui's loan account with 
the EfC for his lliiiUi lilni. As/iad 
Ko lik Din. Tnc letter went on; “As 
you arc aware that the lliKh Court 
has passed a decree aKainst you in 
teniis o( the Arbitrators Award... 
we request you to kindlv pay the 
aforcinentioncrl sum (Its 3,87.123.74) 
within 15 days ol tht; date ol re¬ 
ceipt...failing which we shad be. con¬ 
strained to and shall consider exe¬ 
cution ol this decree.” Hardly had 
the waves died down when the FI'C 
burst an even biKKcr boiubshell. And 
this time the blast was lelt by the 
maker of Gann Hawa, M. S. Sathvii. 
He received an identical decree 
which held the veiled threat of beiuK 
draRKcd to cxmrt. 

The paradox is that there is no 
such body as the FFC now. The FFC 
aionK with the IMl’EC (Indian Mo¬ 
tion Picture Export Council) have 
been dissolved and the pilacc has 
been idled in by the iiewiy lornied 
NF'DC (National F'iini Development 
Corporation). The dissolution has 


Riven rise to a Rieat deal ol heated 
debate between the cuiiiiiu rtidl liiiii- 
makers and the art liliii-inakers. lu 
.add to this contusion thcie arc the 
decrees issued to vaiious him direc¬ 
tors. 

I'hLS is noi the tiist tune that de¬ 
crees have b’cii sent According to 
the report ol the Coiiiniittce on Pub 
lie UiidcrtakinRs report to the Lok 
Sabha in l!)75-Vt>. tnc iirst time a 
detTee was prepared b.v the M C w^is 
as far back as April I9G2 wneii 
Chitra Shaiad Rot it tor ie Maze 
Char. 

Vvhat has happened is a sequel to 
a lonit-drawii controversy. The com¬ 
mercial cinema has traditionally cii- 
ticiscd the 'iiidulRiiiK of a lew ciea- 
live people’ (lo quote an ex-Boaid 
man) at the* expense ol the ‘real’ 
cinema which reacnej. out to 90 niil- 
iioii people a week and tried lor 
some sort of Rovermneiital conces¬ 
sions for them. And the ail tidin- 
makers have always been quite justi 
liably peeved that when H conics to 
savinR the cuuiitry's prestiRe in 
cinema it is their tilins which aie 
entered in tbp top festivals all over 
the world. But when it conicstoiinan- 
lauR, these hims arc Riven miserly 


tfcertwiit by the Fl-C which at tim 
e.s was even unable to Rive their ‘re¬ 
nowned work’ a decent release. This 
has been an old debate, but it has 
suddenly surfaced, because the 'go¬ 
vernment has resurrected an odd 1. K. 
Gujral dream, and is not lookinR for 
some people to take over the NFD(I) 
and Rive it some sort of shqpe. 

BeaiisioR that this is the proper 
time, both sections have been lobby¬ 
ing for adequate representation on 
the board. The ait lilin-makers, it is 
reliably learnt, have only one inaior 
dciiiund: Satyaiit Ray be made 
cbairnian of the NFDC. Kumar Sa 
hani, the maker of Maya Durpan 
said: “The NFIX] is supposed to be 
a development corporation, and must 
therefore ditferentiate from the FFC 
which was merely a liiiatiLinR b^v. 
and must take a more tar.siRhfed and 
visionary stand than the FFC could 
take”. But the conimerciall filiii- 
iiiakers lobby has been thinking 
otherwise. B. R Chopia told me: 
“After all Satyajit Bay is a Rreat 
man. How can I say aiiything against 
him? But 1 can say one thing, the 
NFDC shouldn't make the mistake 
ol just turning into another FFC. It 
must consider' the requirements of 
the other cinema a-s w-M.”. 

The commercial liliii representa¬ 
tives won the lir.st round. In ihe 
capital Mr G. 1\ Sippy and his 
friends, who are believed to have 
some influence with the Information 
and Broadcasting Mini.strv. have suc¬ 
ceeded in bulldozing (he government 
into making some of its crucial deci¬ 
sions on personnel even befotc the 
National Film Peflicy Conimiltec. si-t 
up two years ago, could come out 
with its recommendations. 

As things stand today, however. 
Mr B. V. S. Raju. a financier and 
distributor of the South has been 
offered the post of chairman of the 
board. The other members include; 
G. P Sippy, Cul Anand (a film ex 
■porter), Manmohan Krishna, K. N. 
Goynl (an industrialist who is totally 
unconnected with films). Ramchan- 
dra B.hatc (the owner of the Indira 
Kitchen which distributes free food 
in Pune). Bhakta (a distributor from 
the South). Aruna Vasudev. Tapan 
Sinha. Basu Bhattarharva and as a 
consolation to the art-film makers 
MrinaS Sen. 

The whole conflict stems from the 
question whether the NFDC should 
produce art Rims or merely concen¬ 
trate on the distribution, channelisa¬ 
tion of equipment and creation of 
an alternative government-controlled 
circurt. A spokesman of the commer¬ 
cial cinema is quoted as having said: 
“The area in which the NFDC could 
be most helpful is in the expansion 





cimvrvi ■ihi 
HnMt — MIMttjBf thit 
uil prcdu^ oouM 4»... 
It Mould net do li to 


1 


j of euhibltloR fidlltk«...(lt) onuld 
sL ylan play a uiaful ralo ia tha modor- 
ITnlaatton of the produdion aactor 
^ which waa now worklnit with out* 
dated equipment. It ahnuld import 
the molt tip-to*date camerai and 
other equlpmeat 
low Individual 

iho thlna it __ 

iinvaco inovlea...Fpr eyea with an* 
hooeod reaouroaa tha NFDC would 
not bo able to iUianco ottLY vary few 
craativo' nlm*inakora...A muot be* 
ttar uaa of <Imh raaouroaa could bo 
to uaa thorn for tha davalopmant of 
dnoiuti rathor than ‘apod* dnama." 
(Einphaaia not tha author'a). 

'I'hia ia where the trouble between 
Man! Koul and the FFC cornea In. 
It baa been alloned, without much 
Juatihcation, that the deciaion by a 
'Caretaker EFC to send theae decrcea 
f^*haa been enalncercd by the com* 
merclal film people. Oaapite all 
attempta made bv the FFC to reco* 
ver the Ra 43 lakha, the money will 
never probably cornu buck. Thii, 
dcapito tho preacnou of 'renowned 
names on tho FFC board like Kaui], 
SutyujK Rav (whose producer uf 
Shatranj Ko KMladi, Sureah Jlndal 
is aiHO in trouble over that him) and 
M. S. Sathyu. 

Tho controveray, however, has 
provided a common platfurin to many 
on which to unito and extract more 
concoaaluna on behalf of tho NFIK. 
Miini Haul wrote u letter to Mrs 
Indira Gandhi In which he laid; "... 
around lOdh under your personal 
Initiative « new niuvomont In dMmn 
was mode poaalbta In India,..(It was) 
H piunearinu act and Indaed very 
soon oatnbilahvd a distinct new 
clnumn popuiiarlv referred tu as tiiii 
Now Wave,.,That wide commitment 
has boon totally foraotten. perso* 
nully f am convinced that tna FFC 
has not only taken an opposite road 
to what you had envisioned and ini¬ 
tiated but also not odoquatolv repre¬ 
sented our esse In the Government 
of India...All my serious work has 
been deeply distracted by the econo¬ 
mic problems that I have been fao 
lnK...Leavlna aside the pcrsonil in¬ 
come that remains shameleaslv low... 
even the FFC is now blatantly dai- 
mlnp Its money with yaara of Inlo- 

J roat accumulation". Manl Kaul has 
repoftedjy raceivcd a note from the 
Information Ministry which atates 
thot his letter to tho Prime Minister 
Is 'iiraentlv under consideration' 
Howavar on May 2ft. Mr Satyailt 
Ray announcad hia unavailability for 
tha post of tha (mairman of tha 
National nlm DovaloMant Coundt 
in a Mtar to thoao wno ware trylny 
for hia nomination. In hti latter to 
the fnrum of promoalva fllmtnaluira 
conitstina of M. 9. Sathyu, Shyam 
Baowal. Baiu Bhattacherya, Mam 
Kaul and Kumar Sluihanl, Mr Ray 
said: "The pnmiemt of creative film’ 
makers in India are so enormous 
that a creative filmmaker must ac¬ 
cept rbla position (chairmanship of 
the NFDC) <mly at the expense of 
his creativity", 

ASH/SH ftAJADHYAKSHA. 
Bornttay 




Kamdeo Singh's mafia 
strikes again 


,4 



Kamo Stngh ; victim of a (trulal attaak 


UMWEO nNOH*l mafliitMw 
IV leadartaii (SUNDAY, May 11) 
hai taken ita nrit revnnsa* The 
vlctln; a headmaster of Panuila 
middM loboet, oalled Kamo Sindh. 
He was a resident uf Bafdov vll* 
life, adjaeast to NayaKaon of 
Komdeo Sinxh, and a Ilfelonx CPI 
activist. The war between Xom- 
duo's ganu and the CPI continue!. 

On 17, at midday, the atocky 
iUmo Singh waa cycling back io 
his school from the block develop¬ 
ment oSloe of Begusaral after col- 
lacUng tho salaries. Suddenly, a 
leap dashed against his bicycle, 
Ha fall on the ground. As be was 
lying there, helpless, he was sur¬ 
rounded by an armed group, and 
brutally assaulted. He sustained 
about naif a dosan deep stab In- 
Jurias. As If this was not enough 
tha assaiianta gouged out one of 
Qia evus. Ana ail this happanad 
on the busy Aimm road, between 
Ibthopur ud Lakho patrol pump. 
Kano Singh was taken to Bagus* 
troi hospital, then Snailv to Patna 
hospital, where on May 18, hr 
diao. Ha left behind a widow, 
four daughters and throe sons. 
This waa a typical msita stylu 
murder. 

The marriage of Kainu Singh’s 
youngest daughter wa« fixed for 
June 23. (It has now been post¬ 
poned indefinitely). After just 3U 
days, the Kamtteo mafia bad re- 
forned to the path of violence; 
Kaoideo Singh was killed by tho 


police on April 18. Ironleally, the 
only son nr Kamdeo Singh aaa 
lodged a case of cold*btoodad 
"murder" of hii father againil the 
Superintendent of Polios. BegUM* 
rai. tho D.8.P. of Central Reeerve 
Poltoe task foroo and many other 

MpoyH, 

Kamo Singh's family had been 
opposing Kamdeo Singb for the 
last 20 years, and paying a price. 
His brother Ram Singh was mur¬ 
dered by Kamdeo's men in 1861. 
The cate Ik still in court: two old 

f angsters uf Kamdeo's mafia, 
rabmdeo and Chnndradeo were 
named as the main accused. The 
two are brothers, and were onee 
the righthand men of Kemdeo 
Sloth. 

When Ram Singh waa killed, hti 
•on Awadaih was only five years 
old. When Awadash became older, 
htt took reveoga for his fathers 
murder: he killed Qhuna Singh, 
Mother brother of Chandradeu 
Now. It is balleved, Brahmdao hai 
killed Kamo Singh, Awadau'i 
uncle. Ill another act uf this drama 
111' revenge. Another theory main* 
talus that Kamo Singh’s murder 
waa a almpie act of crime. Dacoitt 
who knew of his daughter’s wed¬ 
ding, assumed he was carrying u 
lot of money and robbed and kill¬ 
ed him. But tbe CPI people are 
posing the simple question: if the 
motive behind the murder was 
purely loot, why did the "ordinary" 
goondas kill the man ? 

ARUN RANJAN. Patna 
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illey in the shadow of death 


reeKf signal for the Silent Valley project 


R JOSEPH JOHN of the “Friends 
of the Trees” organisation must 
be a very sad man. Despite his mas- 
siva_ efforts to stop the Silent Valley 
Project, tiKr Kerala sovernment lias 
decided to go ahead >vith the hydid 
project and is now waiting tor the 
Prime! Ministers elearance. It is 
fe'ared that the implementation ot 
the piojeii will endanger 50 million 
vear-old i.im lon-sts, raie flora and 
l.iun.i. The Kerala gov- 

eniiiieiii’s stand on the issue was 
expl,lined hv the Minister ot Power. 
Mr it lial.tkiishii.'i Pillai who claims 
that till' government has had an 
o|X‘n mind on the issue and was pro 
mpted bv a tiavourable consensus 
of .scientilic opinion to arrive at its 
present decision. He assured that 
when construction began, every pre- 
■ aulion would be t.ik'.-n to protect the 
environmentul balanu- of the area. 

It may be recalled that work on 
Ih:- project was suspended last year 
on the direct orders of the Piiine 
Minisk-r following a series of objec¬ 
tions rai.sed bv several scientists and 
environmentalists. Organisations like 
the World Wildlife Fund and the 
N.itur.il History Society «l Bombay 
also objected. These tirgani.sations 
felt that the iinplenientnlion of the 
project would endanger rare species 
of flora and fauna. According to 


them the Silent Valley js one of the 
last remaining virgin forests—a con¬ 
tention which i.s refuted by the 
Kerala government and the State 
Electricity Board on the ground that 
the Silent Valley had "lost its virgi¬ 
nity long ago” for trees had been 
felled for many years over the past. 
Nol surprisingly, Ih-tn-forc, the manv 
assurances of the Kerala government 
has done little to dispel the fears of 
the environmentalists. The claims 
of the stale’s Minister of Power that 
the project has won the support of 
d majority of scientist.s has been 
widely challenged. Mr Jo.spph John, 
a journalist and the vice-president of 
the "Friends of the Trees" told mo 
that he was one of the participants in 
the April 26, 1980 conferena- that 
di.scusscd the issue. Said he : "Rut 
for the three of us who opposed the 
project, the central offidals kept 
mum—ia whole lot of hand-piclo''d 
.scientists were drawn b.y the State 
F.lectricity Board who masterminded 
a farce out of the whole seminar 
and were part of the majority that 
supported the project. We were 
assured by the government that the 
issue was not going to be decided by 
a majority vote. Yet. this was ex¬ 
actly what the government d-d. It 
did not even wait for the report of 
the central team of scientists who 


visited the Valley recently at the 
centre’s insistence. Whether the 
government is able to persuade New 
Delhi to fall in line or not, it is simp¬ 
ly unfair to the people of Kerala 
that the State government should be 
guided by narrow compulsions, rather 
than by well thought-out imperatives 
of ecology and sound economy". Mr 
John hoped that the centre would 
not be persuaded into clearing this 
ill-advised, destructive and wasteful 
project. 

Unfortunately, the main reason for 
the implementation of the project, 
not the Electricity Board’s interest 
in ensuring the power .supply to all 
con-<umers in Kerala or in promoting 
indu.strial development. According 
to a source in the Electric-ty Board, 
the main activities of the hoard were 
to make commercial profits by pro¬ 
ducing more electricity and selling 
the surplus power to the neighbour 
ing states. The«stat<? will also derive 
benefits from the felled trees. But 
one question remains to be answered 
Should the 50-mil]ion-.vear-o]d natu¬ 
ral wealth of Silent Valley be sacri¬ 
ficed for the ambitious plans of a 
few persons in the Kerala Electridty 
Board and a handful of politicians ? 

G S KART HA. Trivandrum 



New h ope for T ibetan refugees 

Bhinan revokes deportation order 


thuu.saiul Tibetan retugee m 
* llliiilan can hiealhe easily 
ii'i ' Oiigin.illy threatened with 
'ii'piii(.iiKiii b.ick to their native land. 
'Im'v wi'ic .isstiicd on March 19 this 
M’.n ih.il no .such thing would hap¬ 
pen A( cording to Oawa Tseritig, 
lihui.in'.s Foi.:-ign Minister, no Tibetan 
retugee will be expelled. There were 
sev<Miil l.ictors that influenced the 
dcision. Bhutan, as a member qt the 
UNO. (ouhl hardly be expected to go 
ugiiinsi the international convention 
which turbids the deportation of re¬ 
fugees to their homeland. Secondly, 
both Tibet and Bhutan .share a com¬ 
mon religion. And lastly, the volte 
l.ur III Thinipu's stand could prob* 
ably Ik- traced to the visit of the 
Bhutaue.si- monarch, Jigiiie .Singhe 
Wangchuk. to New Delhi in February 
this year and his subsequent meet¬ 
ing with Mrs Gandhi. 

Fivon when she was out of power, 
Mrs Gandhi kept a close watch on 
the plight of Tibetan refugees in 
Bhutan and the first hint that she in¬ 
tended to take a positive .step to¬ 
wards a solution came in January this 
year. A delegation of the Tibetan 
Youth Congress, led by its vice pRvsi- 
dent l.obsiing Chophel. met Mrs Gan 

it 


(llti at her residence on January 9. 
rh<> latter assured the members of 
the delegation that she would look 
into the .ifl'air. The Prime Minister 
kept her promise. She even went so 
far as to reverse the Janata Govern¬ 
ment’s decision banning Tibetan re¬ 
fugees I'roin Bhutan from entry into 
India. I.,ilei, in March, External 
Affairs Mini.ster P. V. Narasimha Rao 
stated in the Bajya Sabba that India 
would consider the question of reha¬ 
bilitating Tibetan refugees who wan¬ 
ted to leave Bhutan. These develop¬ 
ments sent a wave of relief through¬ 
out Tibetan refugee camps in the 
country. 

In 1974, the allegation that some 
Tibetan refugees had taken part in a 
plot to avsassinate the present Bhu¬ 
tanese king’s father cau.scd great 
tension. This tension was heightened 
in 1978, by '.he refuf^s’ refusal to 
take up Bhutanese citizenship despite 
repealed insi.stenoe by the Bhutanese 
government to do so. As a result of 
this refu.sal the Bhutanese govern- 
HK’nt had been hard on the refugees. 
Movements of the Tibetan outside 
their .settlements was forbidden; their 
activities wore rc.stricted; Tibetan 
children studying in Dariccling and 


Kalimpong were cither prevented 
from coming back home or from go¬ 
ing back to their schools after the 
holidays were over. As the restric¬ 
tions on the refugees grew heavier 
the World Press focussed on the 
issue. 

At a recent Press conference in 
New Delhi, the Bhutanese King de¬ 
clared that the Tibetans created “an 
internal threat” and that “Bhutan 
cannot afford to take a risk aod 
create u Tibetan .state within Bhu¬ 
tan”. But_ the Bhutanese Govern¬ 
ment’s desire to evict the Tibetan re¬ 
fugees did not stem from political 
reasons only. For centuries, the 
I'ibetans among others, bad domina¬ 
ted Himalayan trade and this appa¬ 
rently evoked considerable antipathy 
among the locals against the refugees. 
The second reason stems from reli¬ 
gious grounds. Of the four ..distinct 
Buddhi.st .sects, while the 're^gees 
belong lu the Gclugpn sect, with the 
Dalai Lama as the supreme head, the 
Bhutanese belong to the Kargulpa 
sect for whom the Dalai Lama is on 
an equal footing with the King of 
Bhutan. 

A J. SINGH. Dharmsa/a 


A reprieve for anticipatory bail 


HE first comment that 
one feels impelied to 
make on the Supreme 
Court’s recent judK- 

_ meat on antidpatory 

bail is to express regret at the 
extreme delay in its pronounce¬ 
ment. 

A full bench of the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court gave a 
very narrow and restrictive inter¬ 
pretation of the scope of the 
power to grant antiopatory bail. 
The applicant was Mr Gurbaksh 
Singh Sibbid, Minister of Irriga¬ 
tion and Power in the Congress 
Ministry in power in Punjab in 
1977. Grave allegations of politi¬ 
cal corruption were made against 
him and others whereupon appli¬ 
cations were filed in the High 
Court of Punjab and Harvana un¬ 
der section 438 praying that the 
appellant be directed to be releas* 

I «d on bail in the event of their 
I arrest on those charges. The 
High Court dismissed the applica- 
I tion on September 13, 1977. The 
I Supreme Court allowed the appeal 
only on April 9. 1980. Pray, why 
this extreme delay in a matter 
affecting the dtizen’s liberty? 

Fortunately, the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation is liberal 
and in favour of individual Lbertv. 
The old Code of Criminal Proce¬ 
dure, 1898 conferred no power on 
the High Courts to grant antidpa¬ 
tory bail. The High Courts 
differed on the question whether 
silence meant denial of power. 
However, in 1969 the Law Com¬ 
mission observed^ “The necessity 
for granting antidpatory bail aris¬ 
es mainly because sometimes 
influential persons try to implicate 
their rivals in false cases for the 
purpose of disgracing them or fo. 
other purposes by getting them 
detained in Jail for some days. Ii. 
recent times, with the accentua¬ 
tion of political rivalry, this 
tendency is showing signs of 
steady increase. Apart from false 
rases, where there are reasonable 
grounds of holding that a person 
accused of an offence is not likely 
to abscond, or otherwise misuse 
his liberty while on bail, then.* 
seems no justification to require 
him first to submit to cusiooy 
remain in prison for some days 
and then apply for bail.’’ How 
i prophetic! 

I This was the genesis of section 
1 438 of the new Criminal Proce- 

; dure Code 1973. It provides “(1) 
When any person has reason to 
believe that he niay be arrested 
on an accusation of having com- 
i mitted a non-bailable offence, he 
may apply to the High Court ui 
the Court of Session for a direc¬ 
tion under this section: and tha. 
Court may if it thinks fit. direct 
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that in the event of such arrest, 
he shall be released on bail’’. Sub¬ 
section (2) empowers the Court to 
impose conditions. 

Generally, hail is granted ii 
there is good assurance that the 
accused will not abscond but take 
his trial. Instead of exposing 
him to the humiliation of arrest 
and then releasing him on bail, 
why not grant bail earlier? Thi- 
logic is unanswerable and th 
court accepted it in words which 
suggest a keen awareness of our 
none too happy conditions : “No 
one can accuse the police of pu. 
.sessing a healing touch nor. ii 
^ed, does anyone have misgivi.i 
in regard to constraints consequ¬ 
ent upon confinement in poiic. 
custody. But, society has come to 
accept and acquiesce in all that 
follows upon a police arrest with a 
certain amount of sang-froid, in so 
far as the ordinary rut of criminal 
investigation is concerned. ...When 
the even flow of life becomes tur¬ 
bid, the police can be called upon 
to inquire into charges arising out 
of political antagonism. The 
powerful processes of criminal 
law can then be perverted for 
achieving extraneous ends. At¬ 
tendant upon such investigations, 
when the police are not free 
agents within their sphere of duty, 
is a great amount of inconveni¬ 
ence, harassment and\humiliation.’‘ 

The issue before the Supreme 
Court was whether the power to 
grant anticipatory bail ought to 
be left to the discretion of the 
court concerned, depending on the 
facts and circumstances of each 
case or it should be conditional 
upon the applicant showing that 
he IS likely to be arrested for an 
ulterior motive. This would cast 
the onus of proof on the dtixen. 

The Punjab and Haryana High 
Court characterised it as an extra¬ 
ordinary power which must be 
.sparingly exercised in exceptional 
cases only. It laid down a series 
of restrictive guidelines. The 
Supreme Court rejected the res¬ 
trictive approach totally. Section 
438 did not contain such restric¬ 
tions on the power. Why ^ould 
the courts Impose them and thus 
legislate to the detriment of the 
citizen? “This is espeaally true 
when the statutory provision which 


calls for consideration is designed 
to secure a valuable right like the 
right to personal freedom and in¬ 
volves the application of a pre¬ 
sumption as salut^ and deep- 
grained in our Criminal Jurispru¬ 
dence as the presumption of Inno¬ 
cence.” 

The court pointed out that an 
order of antidpatory bail does not 
in any way take away from the 
police their right to investigate 
into charges made or to be made 
against the person released on 
bail. “In fact, two of the usual 
conditions incorporated in a direc- 
lion issued under Section 438(1) 
are those recommended in sub¬ 
section (2) which require the ap¬ 
plicant to co-operate with the 
police and to assure that be shall 
not tamper with the witness 
during and alter the investigation. 
While granting relief under sec¬ 
tion 438 (1). appropriate condi¬ 
tions can be imposed under section 
438 ( 2) so as to ensure an 
uninterrupted investigation. One 
of such conditions can even be 
that in the event of the police 
making out a case of a likely dis¬ 
covery under section 27 of the 
Fvidence Art, the person released 
on bail shall be liable to be talwn 
in police custody for fadlitating 
the discovery.” 

The Court referred to the Mee¬ 
rut Conspiracy Cases in which it 
was held that grant of bail is the 
rule and refu.sal is the exoeption. 
An accused person who enjoys 
freedom is in a much better posi¬ 
tion to look after his case and to 
properly defend himself than if ho 
were in custi^y. The main test 
IS whether the accused will abs¬ 
cond. On this point the remarks 
of Lord Russel, one of the greatest 
advocates of all lime, are apt : “It 
was not the poorer classes who 
did not appear, for (heir circums¬ 
tances were such as to tie them to 
the place where they carried on 
their work. They had not the 
golden wings with which they fly 
from Justic'e.” 

Finally, the Supreme Court 
emphasised that anticipatory bail 
can be asked for only if there is 
reasonable belief about the immi¬ 
nence of arrest. It can be invok¬ 
ed before as well as after the fil¬ 
ing ui an FIR but before arrest. 
A “blanket order” is not permis¬ 
sible; namely, release “whenever 
arrested for whichever offence 
whatsoever.” The order must be 
founded on reasonable apprehen¬ 
sion of arrest. “The Court whidi 
grants anticipatory bail must take 
care to specify the offence or 
offences in respect of which alone 
the order will be effective. The 
pow 2 r should not be oxerci^d 
ill a v.KUiim.” 



Wrongly labelled 

By PRITiSH NANOY 

A DISHONEST pollcutttHn li not «uch a rare thing 
any more. Anywhere in the world, for that matter. 
But when that dUhoneit policeman oUn happena to be a 
rather acconipltahed poet and bii pubitahers happen tp be 
among the moat diatfnguiahed promoter* of contemporary 
Indian writing, one is a trifle worried. Particularly when 
the policeman happens to edit a wrongly-tltled, badly' 
compiled, misleading, motivated and utterly trite antho> 
logy of poems, one is worried not for the iMiceman but 
for the records. After all, Vikas are distinguished 
publishers, and anything they publish ia likely to find 
itself catalogued, indexed and preserved for posterity. 

Sad. Not because 1 have an axe to grind. (Yea, you 
are right: I. am not In the anthology.) Nor because 1 
have myself edited some equally wem-rneaning but equally 
puerile anthologies in my time. Sad because KekI I}aru' 
walla bad so many landmarks to go by. Some of my 
anthologies were not too great, true. But that was becauae 
1 was trying to set landmarks in the wilderness, to do 
Arst-time anthologies that no nublishera ware wUllng to 
burn their tlngera with. 

Daruweila had no such problem. There were many 
lindmarks alrtady set. By anthologists liks Oauri Oesh- 
panda, Howard Sargeaot, Saieam Paeradlna, Howard 
McCord, R. Parthasarathy, A. N. Dwivwli, P. lal, V. K, 
(lokak and youra itnceraly. Nona of tboae waa eoia> 
potont. But one learns. By ohiarving tba mlatakes that 
utMri maka and by Heaping tba windows of one’s own 

S ind open, Not by pteylng gsmes of literary poUtici. 
or by oellberately mlileeding the loit cbijdraB wMae^ 
i in the wtIderiifM of nur groves of aoaoome. 

But nrst of an, lat ua lai our reoordi etralght. Thbi 
ia noi an anthology or modern Indien poetry. It ii u) 
•nthology of modern Indian Metry in fingjiift, So If you 
are looklna for the Inorectnle diveralty of contemporary 
poetry in Uie different Indien literaturee, do not wsite 
HI 90 end buy this teok. You wilt not And Suraib Joehi, 
Shrlkent Verme. Ohulam Mohammad Shlekb, Sadaoend 
Rage or Shanmuge Subbiah here<~«ven though the titio 
lays Two Docadn oMnUan Poatry. Twelve of the 17 
poeta here belong to Bombay dty. One Uvea in Hyderabed. 
another in Allahabad end ooe in Cuttack. The remaining 
live overseas. America, to be preciae. In other words, 
one would not be fgr wrong to call thta book Two Dowdn 
ot Indian Poetry in Englith tVrittfn in Bombay and At. 


prasentinn a Porttcutar School or la brief. The Qqng. 

One naa nothing egalnit The Gang. EMoept ttit It 
laemi to be the aelibergte n-eetion of aa aeademte 
utebiiabmont. Oome of the poata are oartaialy very good. 
I)ulte a few of them are competent. But to Mrpetuete 
tnem^for all time it to create the impreiaioB tbet tbeae 
are the only poeta around in the Undian literary aoaaorle 
and that even in the IndO'Sngliih literery world no one 
new haa arrived In e long time. Both are faloe impraalou. 

Many of the other Indian litereturei -ere as active, 
and often more prolifle than the Indo.Engllah aoaae. Take 
Bengali, Hindi, Urdu, Marathi and Kannada for inataaee^ 
And on the Indo*Eagliah scene there are many tinted 
young writera knocking at the door. What they do not 
get is enough opportunity, enough recognition. The 
Writers Workshop of Calcutts pSayed a seminal role in 
the sixties, to encourage and publish young and unknown 
writera. Most of us were discovered and helped along 
by P. Lal, a debt few of us are today willing to adenow- 
)Mge. The fact that the Writers Workshop later became. 
In the ’aeventiea, a kind of money-making macblne and 
abdicated its creative role of the blxtlea cannot detract 
from the fact that most of us owe to Lal the primal 
impetiu to puUlsb. 

But, generally stteaklng, few Indian poets in English 
have an actual readership. Fewer still find a raipectable 
publisher. Or any pubitsher, for that matter. And only 
perhaps two or threo manage to sell out their antire 
editions. But Instead of respecting readership os on in¬ 
dicator of tome Utorary aucceas, the arbiwn of our 
deitinv'—anthologiiti, acadamioa, award-giving bodies and 
even the mafia that reviews our books— believe that 
popularity li shameful, tharn is somothlng wrong ^tn o 
lafl-out aditlon.^ There la thia itrange. nalva belief that a 
peat muK be obecure, must bo dIfflcuU to read s^ oom- 


oiscuHioB WKD tM neod Of a pubinbing firm who told 
ma that they only believe in nufaliibing thoie bouki ot 
poetry that otbera would net dare touch or compr^ad. 
Being ■ umveriity publliher, he had no ibaraholden to 
report t^lmt it atill atrikea me aa atrange th«t M inwld 
havo publiaaep the work of four poeta a^ ona anthology, 
nona of which baa lold more than half ita maagre print 
order. That h« should do this ia not strongo—every 
publiaber gets the writers it doaervei. What is itranga la 
that he should take this on predetermined publishing 
policy. 

Look St the best poets and fiction writers la the 
languages. While it is true thet the Bimsl Mitru end 
Gubhan Nandas rule the nuroberi game, K is equally 
true that some of the beat writera in tba land art also 








4 inuiU( the niwt populitr. Poets like Shrlkaot Verua, 
Shakti Cbattupadfayay, Kamala Das, Amrita Pritam, 
I \khtarul Inian and Gopalkrishoa Adixa, for instanoe, to 


Kajindcr Siiifih Rctit. Sandjpan Chattopadhyay is a little- 
inaiiazine writer in Ucngali—but look at his readershipl 
At the Calcutta Book Fair one year, his bulging pockets 
werr so full with currency notes from the sale of his 
delightful, /any little minibooks that he carried the extra 
notes in a large cap on his head. The imblic is not so 
stupid as some ol our less successful writers expect us 
to believe. Oi as the academic establishment has always 
tried to sell us. 

But popularity is nut just taboo. There arc other 
kinds of politics at work as well. Aiwa.ys. Daruwalla's 
anthology leaves out Paithasarathy. Parthasaratby’s 
anthology leaves out Adi Jussawalla. Jussawaia’s antho¬ 
logy leaves out Parthasarathy and Salecm Peeradina. 
Saleem Peeradiiia's anthology leaves out Shiv K. Kumar 
and P. Lai. So dues Gauri Deshpande's. And this goes 
on. Until someone like P. i>al comes in and publishes 
.^veryojie, to produce an anthology that is as b^ as the 
wheis, without even the redeeming grace of selectivity, 
'nt IS this subterranean politics of the scene that might 
explain why Indu-Knglish poetry still remains in the rut, 
despite the fact that it displays such an exciting array of 
talent. 

\ literary scene that cun produce in two decades 
such a rich harvest ol poets has nothing to be ashamed 
<it. And .yet Uaruwalla’s introduction, prolix and pathetic 
in its simplicity, and almost verging on the naive, does 
nut really give the reader uii insight into this exciting 
scenario. The intcllcitual intensity of Nissim Ezekiel’s 
poetry; the angiiislicd private voice of Kamala Das, 
hauntingly original; the rich and insightful world ol 
details that A. K. Rainunujan conjures; the bitter wit of 
Eunice deSouza; the careful and detailed craflmaoship of 
Jayanta Mahapatru, unmatched by any other pori on the 
scene; the striking visual quality ol Aruii Kolatkar’s 
ooctry; the exciting exp<-riinents ol Deba Patnaik; and 
'Vhe rich, autobiographical content that makes Dam- 
walla's own |H>c-try so delightfully immediate, so 
powerful. 

But what is even more fascinating about the scene 
is that there are so many utboivs clamouring for a place 
in the sun. P. Lai's anthology, produced many years ago 
and flawed in many ways, managed to catch that spirit. 
That exciting atmosphere of challenge and attempt, 
success and failure in which countless .young, unknown 
writers are trying to carve out a private niche. Few of 
them succeed, true. Most fail. Yet, despite the absence 
of magazine outlets, encouraging publishers, an active 
iitt'e magazine stxsnc. and awards and accol^es. they 
pursue their destiny with rare dedication and courage. 

Despite all this, anthologists like Daruwalla and 
Parthasarathy refuse to look beyond the diarmed drde. 
beyond the smalltime politics of the status quo. This is 
what is wrong with us. This is what is wrong with the 
scene. 

^ It is now time to take a fresh look at what is happen- 
f hig around us. To trace its new dynamics, its new urges. 
^ The compulsions of the ’sixties are over, even if the 
errant p^iceman refuses to recognise this. It is time 
to give up those righteous attacks on Sri Aurobindo and 
Sarojini Naidu. No one considers them writers any more. 
Except perhaps that prehistoric body called the Sahitya 
Akademi. now thankfully in well-deserved disrepute. No 
one reads Aurobindo’s poetry seriously these days. He, 
Swojini Naidu, Toru Dutt and the others like Manmohan 
Ghosh are pathetic symbols of a past we have long since 
given up. My introduction to an anthology eight long 
ago tried to demolish their so-called beritagu. K. 
Raghayendra Rao and P. Lai had attacked it even earlier, 
in their manifesto for the ’sixties. The sacred 'cows have 
all been slaughtered and it is now time to show what ve 
are all capable of. instead of tilting lances at phantom 
windmills. 

HUa woidd demand honesty. 

How many anthologists are capable of this? 


Two decades of Indian Pootry i 1960-1980, edited by Keki 
N. Daruwalla. Vikas Publishing House Pvt Ltd Rs 60 
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for Canadas Piima Mini- 
•ter Piene Thideau—at 
leaM till the end of May. 
All Canadians minus the 
Quebeoois thanlced him 
tor avisrtbag the break-up 
of Canada when the Que¬ 
bec separatists M hv 
Rene' Levesque and his 
Parti Quebecois were de¬ 
feat^ in the referendum 
on May 20. Monsieur Le¬ 
vesque has been fiahtinR 
or a separate and inde- 
' pendent Quebec since 
October 1968. His defeat 
haa, however, widened the 
divialon between four- 
fifths of the population 
who speak French and tbe 
remainder who speak Enft- 
lish, Polish and German. 
M^V who speak French 
want Quebec to remain a 
part of Canada. _ 

Pierre Trudeau 






It could save... 


.4 dose of IP 

Tbe spectre of canoer 
looms larae — in USA 
alone 405,000 people will 
die and within the next 
year one million new 
cases will be diagnosed. 
There is little that man 
can do against the dread¬ 
ed disease although there 
are ways of alleviating 
the pain through surgery, 
radiation or chemothe¬ 
rapy. But that tmly les¬ 
sens the pain for only a 
few more years. Two- 
thirds of all victims die 


of the disease utimately. 
But yet man has done 
something. He has dis¬ 
covered IF or the wonder 
drug known as Interferon. 
Huy quantities of the 
drug which is a natural 
substance produced in mi¬ 
nute amounts by the body 
are being administered 
throughout tbe USA. A 
dose of the reddish 
liquid is shown by a 
neseardier at the Memo¬ 
rial Sloan-Kettering Can¬ 
cer Center in New York. 


Kenneth the conqueror 


*tii. A«-* S jw. . 


Blue hahies 

One afternoon vdiile 
Gondo’s parents were 
away from home. Goado 
invited his elementary 
achod friends to his jdace 
at Jakarta. To entertain 
his little guests he screen¬ 
ed tbe video-cassettes his 
parents had brought from 
abroad. As they watched 
the blatant eexual images 
on tbe screen flieir hnme- 
diate reaction was of hor¬ 
ror. After a few minutes, 
they got uPed to it and 
were fascinated. Since 
tten the blue film session 
with the audlenoe d 8- 
beoama a regu- 
air. But the tea- 


ups ■ - paiiit 'wrm wpvv ^ ^ 

I? CSJaSfc' ^ *!'v r,it''i -y.-i- 



Keimtth Kerr bt Ms Campuror 


Tills is a man with the 
spirit of adventure in his 
blood. TBirearold Royal 
Navy electronics technl- 
•fn KenBeth Kerr — a 
Scetnuui — a 1 « a r a 
theaght eC the sea. He 


•elf the smallest boat ever 
to sail the Atlantic His 
13 ft glass-fibre dinghy is 
called the “BasaConque- 
m” and he plans to row. 
hrmn Neyrfowidlaad to 
Ireland in what has been 
caned a 'paarathon' 
MBpt by attny. 


Passionate 

memory 

It all began with hia 
toiy and later became 
traditioii. When the Black 
Plague ended in 1633 in 
Europe the leaders of tbe 
Church and tbe State of 
the German Roman Em¬ 
pire took the vow of per¬ 
forming a Passion Play 
every ten years as a means 
of ttaanksgiving for getting 
rid of the killw. The 



Rudt Ztainlc; Jesus Christ 
Ihni Dengg : Markhin 
this gear's Oberammergau 


first performance was 
seen in 1634. This year a 
performance of the Pas¬ 
sion Play or Oberam- 
mergau as it is called, is 
due. The present text of 
the play dates bade to the 
170(». Although the play 
is one of thanksgiving the 
peppk did not think so in 
1977 when the dtisens 
were divided Into a num¬ 
ber of groups, over the 
version of the Play. Some 
thought it had ^finite 
anti Semitic leanings 
while others thought it 
hadn't. At last some 
anti-Jewish parts were cut 
out in acoordanos with 
the Second Vatican Coun- 
cfL The timing of the 
play was reduced by one 
hour. The Oberammer- 
gau tbis year will be pe^ 
forsned a hundred time 
before a capadty crowd of 
SjnjOOO. And all the per- 
.teaiaacea are sold out 
















KHAASBAAT 


Kim: No more dates 


D anny is directing N. N. 

Sippv's Phir Wohi Haat 
and causing problems for 
producers who fiad signed 
him and Kim as co-stars in 
a number of films. The 
poor produixTS have been 
made to give an under¬ 
taking that Kim wMl not be 
asked fur dates till she 
completes her first assign¬ 
ment in N. N. Sippy’s 
production. Danny, it 
appears, knows which side 
his bread is buttered. 

I T isn’t just the eternal 
director-actor feud 
between Vijay Anand and 
Dharmendra: the two 
never really got along 
famously. They arc together 
once again in Rajput and 
finding it difficult going. The 
other day, Dharmendra 
turned up at the sets 
completely drunk and asked 
to be relieved. Vijay lost 
his shirt and gave him a 
mouthful while producers 
Mushir and Riaz lost a day 
and a good bit of dough. 

r ls commoa knowledge 
that stars tdav truant. 
But anyone heard a director 
ratting up his price ? Roj 
Knosio—the big name, sure- 
seller with five ventures 
currently on the floors—is 
making a new producer run 
around in circles. The 
latter, who simed Raj a 
year ago, finally managed 
to get a date recently, only 
to disoover that the dlreotor 
had given the same date, 
the same time, at 
the same studio, to another 
producer as wdl. Then the 
dlretto went undericrottiid 
and it to(dc the producer 
48 


three days to locate him. 
These are styles of stars 
whidi Raj Khosla has 
adopted. 

A fter two successive 
flops, Mehmood is in a 
tight spot. He wanted to 
lira to the USA. Actually 
that would have been quite 
convenient as his wife is 
an American citizen. But, 
when he starts disposing 
of some of his property 
as a prelude to his depart- 
ture, the income-tax people 
got the scent. He has now 
been directed against selling 
or tran-sferring bis assets 
before clearing his tax 
arrears. Will someone come 
to the comedian’s rescue ? 

S HOMU MUKHERJEE is 
ill the soup again; and 
this time it is not entirely 
his fault. For starters, he 
has Rajesh Khanm and 
Tina Munim starring oppo¬ 
site each other in his movie 
Fifty Fifty and everyone 
knows that the two stars 
are not on very good terms. 
A.S if that is not bad enough. 


Dharmendra: 

The Rajput touch 


Rajesh and Shomu are also 
victims of an eyfo dash. 
Shoiim brags that be sigaed 
Rajesb when be was down 
in the doldrums, but Rgje^ 
doesn’t share Ihat opinion. 
Then there was this recent 
incMent on the sets when 
Rajesb and Tina came face 
to face -before the camera. 
NormalLv, Ra.iesh has his 
say during every aspect of 
the shooting, but that day 
he decided that Tina’s cos¬ 
tume—which was quite 
fascinating — was very 
elegant and that she looked 
extremely t^otogenic On 
the other hand, he felt, he 
wasn’t faring so well by< 
wav of comparison. 
made it worse was that Tina 
was faring the camera and 
M wasn't. He was so upset 
that shooting had to be 
suspended for a few hours. 
And Shomu’s reaction ? “I’m 
fed upi" he says. 

F ew heroines are willing 
to work with 

Rajesh, so he has managed 
to rope in newcomer Poonam 





DhiUon, who starred with 
him in Red Rose. Now, for 
every picture he signs, he 
recommends Poonam’s n gpi** 
as well. A smart move, 
that. She is still a iRuhthi 
so he can monopolise her. 

B It’s not that easy for him 
E to monopolise, other 
j heroines. '• 

I ANYONE know what price 
^ Amitabh Bathdtan 
charges for a picture 7 
Twenty lakhs? Twenty-five 
lakhs? Tlikty lakhs? He 
has his own method of 
accounting wUrii has a 
fixed ratio for blade and 
white to colour films, ’lliere 
is anotb« factor as well 
After he learns the territory 
price (wfairii his produoars 
charge) he takes a percent 
age rad adds it poto hJs 
price tag. The renon t 
“Since you are getting that 
twice on my name, wliiy not 
let me duu-ge as well ?’’ 

E veryone knows that - 

star romances bdp a ' 
idcture no end. For instance 
they lead to early comple- 
tioo. But the reverae 
logic worics true as well, as 
it did in the case of Habbu 
Khatoon. Hie movie which 
starred Sanjog Xhan and 
Zeenat Amm met wftli 
aerioas praMena whan the 
fito was just abont to go 
qothelloom. WhenrelttioiM 
became strained hetweiat 
the two stars, the faBont 
naturally had its dfect oa 
die movie. Ne^wr wuDed 
to coetar wMi the. other, 
with the not renit dmt m 
Stan had to he gbOBdoned v 
nd the priidwar hod to ^ 
wifto off ihi itmtmmL m 


* I .'Jiisi'./'iia, 














KHAAS BAAT 


rf«HE Madn* film Iwro^ei 
1 seem to be obsesaed 
with make-uo. CameramM 
Asbok Kumar was shocked 
to see Vijaya on ^ 

the new Tamil film itom. 
•‘She is so fair", he kept 
tmrnering. 'then why applv 
make-up”? But then Vijaya 
has to keep up appearances, 
to win fresh 
contracts. Despite her 
success last year, her Mrecr 
has not reallv taken off. 
liven Kishore Kumar’s 
Chotti Ka Noam ZhuJagi in 
w^ch she plavs a South 
an film actress is yet to 
eleased. 

ATHA must be happy 
Aj to know that MGR’s 
Idhudhati En Badil 
wasn’t completed on 
time. For dl .you know the 
film may be abandoned, and 
the younK teenager heroine 
(whose identity isn’t reveal¬ 
ed as yet) may not have a 
dianoe to make It—not wKh 
MGR. Latha must have 
been sore as MGR preferred 
a younaer heroine to boost 
up the box-office prospects 
of the fiflm. 

X%it true that the diaracter 
actor Veennira Adai 
Moorthy was the man who 
made Shoba’s horoscope ? 

It seems quite a few peoffie 


«e asking him for his 
infmmal advice these days. 

S RIPRIYA’S film Noleho- 
thiratn is Ihnptng after 
an exooHevt openbu. Its 
theme revolves around the 
tragic life of a film heroine 
and is being advertised 
more vigwousLv following 
Shoba’s death. Why did a 
famous actress commit 
suicide ? asks the advertise¬ 
ment. Who drove her to 
the point of no return ? Was 
it her husband or her lover ? 
The heavy advertisement 
campaign hasn't reallv 
helped much though. 

A NUMBER of old MGR 
bits produced bv his 
friend, ex Minister R. M. 
Vcerapan, were screened in 
the rural Tamil Nadu to 
keep the election-audiences 
mollified. MGR often turned 
up ten hours late for the 
meetings which were neier- 
• theless well attended. On 
certain occasions, not only 
were the films shown twice 
to the same crowd but the 
speakers had to repeat their 
.speeches over and again till 
MGR arrived. 

S IVAJI CANESAN took an 
active part in the cam- 
paigii which came to a brief 
halt when he was bit bv a 




missile and was hospitalised. 
He promptly blamed the 
AIAOMK. MGR hoped that 
Sivaii would henceforth 
take precautionary measures 
against such attacks. 

T AMU. producers are will¬ 
ing to cast the Kannada 
actor Sundar in "softer” roles 
despite a shoddy perform¬ 
ance in his maiden Tamil 
film Thoppu Thalangal. 
Sundar is the best among 
the artists in Poothata 
Pooftukul, the new film bv 
J. Mahendran. The film 
is about the hidden sexual 
frustrations of sinners. 
Ihough visually attractive and 
well acted, the film isn’t doing 
as well as Mahendran’s 
previous two films. 

A YOUNG hero suggested 
to producer Sankaran 
Nair to make a version of 
Kramer vs Kramer much 
before the Dvstin Hoffman 
film went to the sets. But 
Nahr wanted to adopt one 
of Harold Robbins' books. 
Result? Chadrabmbam a 
tame film revolving around 
8 nympho, her daughter 
and the bloke who makes 
it both with the daufditer 
and the mother. Originally. 


the fihn was supposed to 
contain spicy scenes but the 
producers decided to make 
a clean film out of this 
morbid story. Naturally, 
the film didn't do too well. 

Is Sankaran regretting that 
he didn’t accept the sugges¬ 
tion of his young hero ? 

V IDHUBALA has decided 
tp quit movies at last. 
When she failed to do well 
in commercial movies she 
switched on to the arty-arty 
kind of films. She must 
have got bored wKh them 
too. 

C HEMMBEN, the sensatio¬ 
nal Malavalatn award- 
winner is now being dubbed 
into Hindi. Surely, its produc¬ 
er has noticed the success of 
the dubbed version of 
Malayalam soft porno films 
—including Man Ka Aasigan. 
The heroine Sheela who 
played a fisherman's 
daughter in Chemmeen was 
rather impressive. And 
surely Sheela is much more 
attractive than Jayabharathy 
of Mm Ka Aangan. 


PIOUSJI 
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Sunday week 


Bcglnnlnfl Junt I 

TMi wMk th« Sun alon* la in Taurua, Marcury and Vanua ara In Qanninl, Rahu la In Canear and Mara, Jupitar and 
Saturn ara conjolnad In Lao. Uranua ia in Libra. Ntptuna la In Scorpio, and Kathu la In Caprioorn. Tha moon will ba 
moving through Ariaa. Taurua and Qamini from Piaoaa. 


Amis (Mareh ai — 

^ “) Your haalth 
^ will Improve and your 

ohildran will make rapid 
prograaa. Thia weak la 
moat favourable for property daala, 
new Invaatmanta, law*auits and 
official tranaactlons. You may 
have to go on a Journey. Check out* 

' burata ol tamper. Avoid impulsive 
actions. Accept advice from 

aldara. Exercise tact in all your 
affalra. Qeod dataa; 8, 10, 12 and 


14. Ludw numban: 2, 7 and l, 
Favetmbia diraetlona: South and 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
^ Map 22) You will reap 

, e rich rewards of your 

industry and inltla- 
' tiva. Curb the’tendency 
to have a good time at all costs. 
Seek and act upon the advice of 
eldara. Attend to your professional 
and business Interests. Tha domestic 
front will remain a. source of 
Joy and happiness. Tact and cir¬ 
cumspection In dealing with the op¬ 
posite aex are a must. Good dateei 
», 11, 12 and 14. Lucky numbers: 4. 
2 and 7. Favourable directlonsi 
North and West. 

GEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) This week 
begins on a cheerful 
note promising financial 
- benefits of a permanent 

nature. Recognition and Invaluable 
help from employers and elders are 
likely. Ba quick In making decisions 
In all your business affairs. A fav¬ 
ourable week for marriage. Rs'rsin 
from gambling and betting. 
Maka changes If you so desire, A 
good time for travel and Intellectual 
activities. Good dates: 8, 9, 11 and 
13. LuMqr numbers: 1, 3 and 10. 
Favourable direction: South. 

CANCBR (June 22 — 
Changes, 
new ventures and 
travel. You may be 
^ faced with difficulties 
and unaxpaetad ravarsala beyond 
your control. Nayerthelasa help 
from an unaxpaotad aouroa will 
be forthooming. Otherwise, you 
will have a hupy and pleasurable 
dma. Beak andT act upon advioe of 
elderly females, Faruse oarefully alt 
deeumanta and keep them In safe 
euatody. Good dataa: 11, 13, 14 and 
3. Luoay numbatat 4, 9 and 3. Fav< 
ourabla dHaeBent Waal. 




South-west 


paclally In 


LIO (July 23 — August 
23) Do not take haaty 
' decisions. Also refrain 

from making impulsiva 
ehangas. Oo r,ot tquan- 
dar your raaourcas in doubtful 

ploaauras, naadlass luxuries and 

worthless friends. Pay heed to the 
advice of elders and attend to 
your bUBlnaea. Avoid dubious love 
adventures. Take extra care of 
your health and that of the elders 
in tha family. Good dates: 9, 11 and 
13. Lucinr tuiinbtra: 2. 7 and 8. 
Favourabw diraotlons: South-west 
ana North-east. 

VIRGO (August 23 —• 
I September 22) Refrain 

' ■ from making Impulsive 

. ' ' changes. Guard yourself 

' ^ against quarrels, es¬ 

pecially In love and domestic 
affairs. Exercise tact, prudence and 
circumspection in dealings with 
the opposite eex. A secret matter 
will progress well, but do not oe 
deceived by the magnitude of initial 
success. Safeguard the health 
of your self and that of your child¬ 
ren. Good dates: 14, 15 and 17. 
Lucky hufflbers: 1, 4 and 8. Fevour- 
direction: North. 

LIBRA (September 23 
— October 22) You 
will enjoy financial 
.... benefits provided your 

ectivitles are Inspired 
by good motives. Secret desires and 
ambitions will be now realised and 
happiness wilt be all yours. Watch 
your expenditure. A good week for 
Intellectual and business affairs. 
Family and social activities are well 
•Igniflad. Follow your own intuition. 
Love effeirs are predicted for most 
Good dates: 9, 10, 12 and 13. 
Luoky numbers: 3, 6 and 9. Favour, 
able Graetlen: West 

BCORPIQ (October 23 
, — November 21) A 

' week of mixed fortunes 

‘ la predicted for you. 

/ V -.a You will enjoy a sense 
of well-being end contentment 
daapita soma financial dis- 
apMlntmant Intallaotual company 
Will pfovo Halptul, Do not enter 
Into arguments . and check 
ov«r>anthualaafli. Push your affaire 
to tho utmoat. Maka changes If you 
ilka and go on a Journey. Soma 
ffliefiertuna may befall you at tha 
waakand. Good dotes: 8, 10 
and 13. Luoky numbora: 4, 8 and 10. 
FawouroMa dkaellena: South 


/ 


BAGITTARIUB (Novsm- 
/V' bar 22 — Daoember 22) 

^ ThIa week will be eotive 
ond generally success 
■Z7 '.iSsi' Think twice before 


Investing money In shipping end 
traneport businats. Your affalri will 
prosper wall. Unexpected benefits, 
perhaps through a female, are likely. 
Make timely changes. A good time 
lor travel. Attend to your health 


lor travel. Attend to your health 
and that of your family. You should 
postpone courtship and mar¬ 
riage. Good dates: 8. 9 and 1? 
Luoky numbera: 4, 2 end 7. Favou^ 
able diieotlon: West. 

4 CAPRICORN (Deeembei 
23 — January 20) This 
i week will be difficult 
'>v' ' trying for you. 

~ ) Your health and that of 


Guard against deception In love 
and romance. Later, vour own 
Initiative will greatly help you. 
Good dates: 11, 12, 13 and 14. 
Lucky numbers: 2, 7 and 9. Favour¬ 
able direction: South. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
a»x — February 19) Oo not 
: ’'J; "i fritter away alt your 

gains. Let not your 

heart over-rule your 

common aenae. You will be happy 
and fortunate this week. Intellectual 
activities are well signified. Act 
upon your own intultlona. Make hay 
while the sun shines. Exercise prud¬ 
ence where legal matters are con¬ 
cerned. Oo not be deceived by 
new friends. Good dsiee: 9, 10 and 
12. Lucky numbere: 3, 7 and 10. 
Favourable direotlons: East and 
Nofth-eaat. 


direotlons: East and 


^ PISCES (February 20 — 

, March 20) A mixed 

grill Is your portion 
Favourable 
and unfavourable Influ- 
anoat operate this weak. Gambling 
may prove profitable. Beware of 
aooldente. Oo npt neglect your 

health. Extrolae olreumapaction In 
all affairs. Plana for marrlags should 
ba postponed. You will spend a 
happy weekend. Good.dotes: s, 12 
and 14. Luolw numben: 7, 4 and 1. 
PawHirabto diraetlen: South-East, 


M. B. RAMAN 





VARIETY 



chess 



Lain (Black) to laova 



PotMon after MfA/te'a Itth mov» 

Gama ot tha month - B la Nlmaovitch 

Blockade and destroy This was the strategy 
used with such great effect by Aaron Nim- 
sovllch. founder and author of tha most 
popular queanside defence ol today, the 
Nim/o-tndian The following game gives a 
truly classic illustration ot his method and 
can be taken as an almost perfect model 
The player of the black pieces is Anatoly 
Lem. another ol the e* Soviet school who 
has flourished in the West since his emigra¬ 
tion some throe years ago 
White L Srabo Black A Lein 
Vrsac 1979 Nimio-Indian Oetence 

I. |k-04. N—KBS; 2. P—QB4, P—K3: 3. 
N—OB3. B—NS; 4. P—K3. P—B4; S. 
P—QRS, B a N 1 ^ 6. P aB, N—B3; 7. N—K3. 
The alternative set-up is 7 8—03 and 
8 N~K2 

7 . . P—03; 8. N—N3. P—K4; 9. P-OS, 
N—K2; 10. B—03. P—KR4I Pure Nim- 
sovitch It Instead 10 O—O. It O—O 
White has the very strong attacking plan 
P—B4~85 and P—K4. but Blacks pawn 
thrust completely undermines this idea 

II. P—KR4 Necessary, else P—R5 is too 
strong, but now White can never advance 
P—KB4 without leaving a hole on KN4 
11. . . P—KN3; 12. P—K4, K—B1I The next 
phase is to build an impregnable fortress on 
the kingside 

13. B—NS. K—N2; 14. 0—02, N(B3>-N1I 
Preparing P—B3and N~R3—BZwith 
an unbreakable defence Having consoli¬ 
dated Black could then look to White's 
pawn weaknesses, but Szabe is not pre¬ 
pared to give him the time— 

19. ^B4I P-83; 16. PxPt (OfAORAMJ. 
for if 16 Px817QxP White has a 
raging attack 

16. . . QPx Pt 17. 0—0. 0-03; 16. R—821 
Continuing to offer the piece If 18 P x B 
19 OR—KB1 with a terrible chock on B7 
coming 

18. . . B—02; 19. OR—KB1. R—KB1; 20. 
B—K2 White has run up against a brick wall 
- there's no way through 

20.. . B—K1; 21. N—R1, R—B2; 22. B—Oil 
fi—02; 22 PxB 23 8—R4'i is still too 

dangerous Black has no need to take risks 
because in the long term he can always 
push his opponent back 
23. B—K3, P—ON3; 24. P-N4. Pvi P; 
2$. BaP. B-02; 26. R—N3. RxP; 27. 
B—B9. K—B1! Not 27 P—KNA-z 28 B x Pl 
28. BxP, NxB; 29. RxN, R(3)—R2; 
SO. N—N3, K—B2; 31. R—NS. N—R3; 32. 

52 


R—AS, RxR;3S.NaR.N-N8;S6.>riPA 

last try. If 34. N—N3. R—RO Black soon 
obtains an ovenwhelming attack. 

34.. . N » N; 38. B-MS, R-^l 98. K-A2, 

R—N3; 3.7. BxM, RiB; 38. 0-R8 Hoping 
for 38 . R—B7-I-7 39. RxR Check. 

38.. . B-KI; 3fc R-BS. K-4(2:40.0-MS. 
B—N3t Forcing White Info a fatal pin. 

41. RxP-f K—B2: 42. K—N2. BxP-kl Re¬ 
signs. If 43. R X B. R—N3. 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 



CAN six international piayara—nol to men¬ 
tion the Bulletin editor—all have the same 
blind spot? Apparently they can, if you look 
at this deal from tha round robin stage of 
the recant world championahip 


A 

V 

♦ 

* 


Dealer. South. E-W vulnerable 
« 9 S 4 
17 Q 10 7 4 
♦ A Q 10 9 4 

A 5 


A K J to 
K 6 5 
K 7 5 3 
10 6 


N 

W E 
S 


A 6 3 2 
* 9 8 3 2 
4 8 2 
A J 8 4 3 


A Q 8 7 
17 A J 

4 J 6 

A AK 09 72 


The contract at all six tables—there were 
three matches in progress—was 3NT by 
South In every case West opened a high 
spade and switched to a diamond. 

Two declarers went up with 4 A and took 
the heart linessa. Bonn, for Australia, found 
the good defence of cashing 4 K and 
exiting with a heart, leaving South with no 
chance The other declarer who followed 
this line succeeded because of a defensive 
error 

Belladonna let the diamond at trick two 
run to his Jack and cashed the top dubs. 
When they failed to breek, he finessed 4 9, 
cashed the Ace, and exited with a diamond. 
West cleared this spades and tha declarer 
was a trick short. Maduro. for Central 
America, began the aame way but made the 
contract because the delenoe waa mis- 
limed 

Cummings, for Australia, won the second 
trick with 4 9 and followed with Ace and 
Jack of hearts Whan West ducked, he 
cashed the top clubs, took two diamonds 
and exited with a heart, forcing West to give 
him his ninth trick with tlw Queen ol 
spades. The declarer's play was likely to win 
only if West held both red Kings. 

The mysterious thing about all this is that 
once declarer has put in 4 9 at trick two, 
which certainly is better than letting it run to 
the Jack, all he need do la make an elaman- 
tary avoidance play in clubs He fuat puls in 
the 9 and. unless clubs are S-1. he is now 
assured of five clubs,- thrse diamonds and 
one heart 


The new senes of Faber Paperback Bridge 
includes some old favourites and a now 
one. SireamHne Your BkMtng, by Victor 
Mono (£2 96); 1.100 quizzes sounds at first 
a somewhat indigestibte assortment, but it 
IS so well done that tha reader cannot fail to 
improve his knowledge and ludgement, 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



BLe'xaasAaMeeeaya 


Tha Netharlandt was one of the first Euro¬ 
pean countries to make a tegular pracfioe of 
issuing commemorativs stamps. A aeries In 
1906 marked the 300th annNeieary of the 
birth of the renowned Dutch admirat Oe 
Ruyter and In 1913 a senes of 12 celebrated 
tha centenary of the modem Dutch king¬ 
dom. These designs portrayed the Dutch 
monarchs who had ruled since indapand- 
anca. The silver Jubllae of Q u e e n Wilhel- 
mina'S accesskm-was marfcad In 1923 by 11 
large stamps bsaring her portrait On lha 
low values she was in profile but the three 
high vsiues showed her in lonaty regal 
splendour on her throne This mint example 
of lha 2i gulden stamp was valued at CSO In 
a recent Phillips auction. The stamps of the 
Netherlands anA of the Dutch coloniaa 
before independence are listod and priced 
with those of Belgium and Luxembourg in 
the new Stanley Gibbons 'Benelux' 
catalogue (214 pp , £6). 

C. W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. Whet is ethnohistory ? 

2. What Is oracy ? 

3. What is the Spearman foot-rule ? 

4. What is psychography ? 

5. Who is the director of the film 
'Domicile Conjugaje' (Bed end 
boerd)? 

6. What IS a counterpoint in music? 

7. Who composed the Symphonie 
Fantastique ? 

S. What does the phrase ‘mutatls 
mutandis' mean ? 

9. What is the Choriotis nigriceps ? 

10. What Is a young eel called ? 
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IM6LAPTDSEE 
TMAT ‘COU ALL 
KEMEMaSREP TO 
lUEARi/DURUfE, 
\^CKET5 y 


NOW, AS IN OTHER OF 
LIFE'S ENPEAVORS, 

, COOPERATION 15 VEKft' , 
^ IMPORTANT.. V 






/ONCE 1 
MOKE 
' ACROSS, 
ANPWEtL 
, CALL IT 
I A PAV... J 





RANBAXY'S 

l aaiifioa 

Afewfacts you should know. 


Why not raw Garlic? 

Raw garlic 
cloves have 
to be chew, 
ed before the 
extract acts 
inside the 
body But when chewed, 
they leave an unpleasant 
smell. When swallowed, they 
are difficult to digest And the 
extraction is incomplete. 



Why not 
cooked 
Garlic? 


On cooking, the effective 
medicinal properties 
of garlic are lost. 


Garlic has been well- 
known from earliest 
times for its medicinal 
properties. Medical 
authorities have 
accepted the value of 
.garlic in correcting 
various health problems. 
Garlic can be taken raw 
or cooked or in capsule 
form. But to derive the 
maximum medicinal 
benefits from garlic, it 
should be taken in the 
most effective way. 


Why RANBAXY-S (3MS& ? 

Ranbaxy Laboratories, a trusted name with the medical 
profession, now gives you all the benefits of raw garlic 
—without the smell. Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls contain , 
the pure extract of raw garlic in easy-to-digest, < 
soft gelatin capsules—the most effective way t 

of deriving the medicinal properties of garlic. ‘ 

RANBAXY'S 

Help relieve gas and indigestion, ^ 

ease heartburn. ^ 

<Sk Reduce high cholesterol levels. ^ 

^ Help ease disabling joint pains. " 

^ Prevent and control recurring 

coughs and colds. / 

Take Ranbaxy's Gallic Pearls—emyday I ; (diljMS |;i 

, It's a healthy habit. • I ll ^ 


> two pearls \ 
? twice daily < 
^^ regularl y^ 




The natural way to all-round health. 


08 >edDU/u.;«g 















Make your own 
transistor without 
a risk! 


JEWEL 

1 Bwid Kit 

Us. io/> 

^ looal Tsjiaa 


8 KYLAB 2 Band Kit 

Rt. 160/- I Local Taxaa 



” Jetlciivd 

DO-IT-YOURSELF ^ 
ELECTRONIC TRAINING KITS 

In case your transistor does not 
work well, we will tune and repair 
it free of charge. 

This offer is open for medium band 
1 and two band transistor kits for 
Ilk kids between 12 and 20 years 
^upto 30th June 1980 

^NAVBHARAT RADIO AGENCIES 

ISO UMINGTOM ROAO BOMBAY 400 007 


DEALERS: Railton Electronics, 3 C, Madan Street. Calcutta-13 
India's Hobby Centre Pvt. Ltd., 1A. Russel Street. Calcutta 71. 
Paul Bros & Company, Lakhtokia, Gauhati 1. 





safarilite 

BATTERY OPERATED 





/ 






An untelllno friend in the derli 


AN EMERGENCY LAMP 
Used in case of sudden 
ELECTRICITY FAILURE, 
Camping b Travelling, 

Cai b Machinery repair etc. 


PEGD PATENT 
DESIGN NO 141367 

. STURDY 6 
PORTABLE - 

• LONG RANGE 
powcrtui bMm liom 
a tcml laaiad laiga 
mtlalirad ralltclor 

• SURE-GRIP HANDLE 
lhal can alto work 

at a STAND with lamp 
hald al any angit 

• UNBREAKABLE 
Platiic body ol 
Robual contuuclion 
in baauilful colout*. 

• NON CORROSIVE 
Plaatle body avan 

il iht btnafitt laak 

• SAKE FOR USE 
in minat. eotliaiiaa. 
chtmicti plania, 
lalintrlaa ate. 

• WORK! ON 
3 ltd wit eatli 
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' Irl?! 

Markatad byi 

ooviNoton iitniiPiiiK 

II. lytttiata hilaiiilil litaia 
Miktiimi. Italay-iao Itt PntH t 

Ml 

) 

nil? 

MIgd by: 

TAl INDIA INDUITMEI 
taki Niki limliylM 07> 


YOU COULD 

EAT A 

MILLION 

mangharam 

Salona 


SALTED BISCUITS 


w 

K Salons 

[8 



Try with Cheese and Onion, 
Tomato, raddish and chutney. 
Whatever the fievour, 

Sslone ere so much crisper. 
You could eat a million And 
still want more. 



mangharam & tons 

Benpalore ^ 

makers of "Crisp, qrunchy biscuits 
and yum yum cream wafers" _ 
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without comment 



BANGALORE: Allegod cxoeiiive ooa 
sumption of alcohol combined with a 
big appetite for jackfruit landed a dii* 
trict fudge In trouble. An express bus 
from Chitradurga to Bangalore was 
convert^ into a shuttle as the ‘spirited’ 
Judge conveyed his orders through bis 
personal assistant for the driver to stop 
the bus at every roadside jackfruit 
stall. The judge’s unreasonable pleas 
in matching language infuriated the 
other passengers who got into a heated 
wgument. Swear words were freely 
-uchanged and it seems the passengers 
"lere threatened with dire consequen¬ 
ces. As the bus entered Bangalore, 
the quarrel also hit the peak and the 
passengers-demanded the bus be taken 
to Malleswaram police station. By 
then it was 7.30 in the evening. In the 
station a new drama imfold^ as the 
Judge and his assistant charged the 
passengers with calling the latter an 
untouchable. (The assistant is a Hari- 
Jan). A complaint was lodged against 
the passengers. The passengers and 
the bus conductor lodged a complaint 
of criminal intimidation and drunken 
and disorderly behaviour. The judge 
was taken to a doctor who examined 
him. Finally the police decided to 
arrest the Judge. But this gave rise 
to further complications as ue judge 
wjpised several objections. Finally he 
Agreed to get released after signing e 
bail and surety bond. Then he left for 
his house along with the jackfruits 
bought on the way —The Indian Ex 
press (K. B. Madhuvaraj, Bangalore) 


CALCUTTA: Mr Bajrang Sbanna (24) 
came all the way from Kanpur to 
Calcutta to offer his tongue to goddess 
Kail. On May 15, at about 7 p.m. after 
taking a dip in the holy Ganges, he 
went to the Kalighat temple and with 
the help of a razor cut off half his 
tongue and offered it t© the goddess. 
A^raing to the police, before cutting 
on bis tongue, he had said to the 
peWK present in the temple that the 
leaders of the country were giving 
^rmou about many things almost 
but none was interest^ in im- 
the lots of the omimon man 
- .-~n. What was ihfi need for 
xeeiung the tongue whiim did not say 



gIMiMftiAbiSbMSsn Malik 


anything? Then suddenly, he cut off 
his tongue and offered it to the goddess 
Kali. It was his belief that Mother 
Kali would take care of the people 
whom the leaders were ignoring->rh« 
Hindusthan Standard (Rajneesb (3o«l. 
Cilcutta) 


TIRUCHIRAPPALU: Permission to 
copy in the exsmination as t matter 
of right was demanded by a section of 
the students appearing for the degree 
examination (semester) at the Govern¬ 
ment Arts College at Karur, 75 km 
from Tiruchirappalli on Wednesday. 
They slap wanted to be given the ao- 
reasei of the examiners—The Tkfias of 
India (M. V. Ramna Murty, Secundera¬ 
bad) 

KANPUR: Written outside on the 
walls of the Regional Employment 
Office here in glaring red is: "Wanted 
425 candidates to ml the seats of the 
Uttar Pradesh Vidhan Shabha. Qualifi¬ 
cation: even those who can put their 
thumb impressions for signatures will 
do. Priority will be given to candi¬ 
dates adept in destructibility and hav¬ 
ing a notorious record." This about 
sums up the general dissatisfaction that 
people of this industrial city have of 
late developed towards elections and 
politicians—The Indian Express (S. K. 
Mohapatra, Kanpur) 

HOSKOTE: The Weights and Measure- 
menu Department, which was here 
recenuly for the annual check-up of 
weights and measures, are said to nave 
taken the “measures” along with them 
while leaving. As a result, work in 
many establishments like the Agro 
Kendra and the TAPCMS has come to 
standstill —The Deccan Herald (T. S. 
Murti, Bangalore) 

DELHI; Railway officials were taken 
by surprise when they discovered a 
mare travelling ticketless in a second 
dass coach of the Nangal-Express 
which arrived at Delhi Main on Satur¬ 
day (April 17) morning. The mare be¬ 
longs to Puran Singh, 42 a Nihang 
Sikh of Sursingh village, Amritsar, also 
travelling ticketless. He pleaded not 
guilty because the Nihangs or "Guru 
Ka Piaras", had divine sanction to 
travel free. However, the bemused 
special railway magistrate, before 
whom they were produced, disagreed. 
He ordered Puran Singh to pay Rs 678 
towards the cost of the ticketless travel 
for himself and the mare. He had no 
money to pay the fare. The alterna¬ 
tive was simple imprisonmen,t for 3C 
days. Puran Singh vvas assured that 
the mare would be well looked after 
at the MCD cattle pond during their 
separation. Obviously, none of the 
passengers had dared raise any objeo 
tion during the journey from Fateh- 
garb Sahib where the two had boarded 
the train at midnight —The Times of 
India (Pratima, New Delhi) 
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THIS is a time of the year when 
nornvallv prices go up—Mrs Indira 
Gandhi’s comment on inflation 

MR PAWAR is a good leader but 
Mrs Gandhi is a greater leader. Mr 
Fawar Is all right but only IndIrajI 
can do something-^ vendor from 
Baramatl in Maharaibtra quoted in 
The Statesman 

MOST Ministers and admlniitra- 
ton have to look over their 
ahoulderi to ensure that they are 
In step with Sanjay’s wishes as 
well as his mother’s—S. Nlhal 
Singh in India' Today 

THE difference between Mrs 
Gandhi and me is that she is with 
Jawaharlal by accident, I am with 
him by choice—H. N. Bahuguna 
after quitting the Congress (D 

THE Garcha case was not an isola¬ 
ted incident. It was part of a cul¬ 
ture — L. K. Advani, former 
Union Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting 

I AM a very limited politician. 
My politics is confined to inv con- 
stituenev—Kainal Nath, Congress 
(I) MP quoted in Weekend Re¬ 
view 

WE may have second thoughts 
(about not dislodging the Left 
Front government in West Ben¬ 
gal) if the killings amtinuc and 
the power situation shows no sign 
of improvement-—A. B. A. Ghani 
Khan Choudhury, Union Power 
Minister 

WE donot think that the Prime 
•Minister or the Chief Minister of 
West Bengal have the monopoly to 
speak on the unity of the country 
...The Assamese arc as good as 
others—D P. Borooah of the All 
Assam Students’ Union 

i A SOVIET journali,st is by defini¬ 
tion an agent of political intelli¬ 
gence whether he works directly 
tor the KGB or not—Ila Grigorie¬ 
vich, former KGB ’ agent who de¬ 
fected to Britain 

THE Games (Moscow Olympics) 
will not be worthy of the name 
Olympic. The medals will be of 
inferior worth — Mrs Thatcher. 

1 THINK that woman (Margaret 
Thatcher) should stop hectoring 
and bullying athletes. She should 
get off our backs—Derek Johnson, 
chairman of International Athletes 
Club 

I AM not for women’s liberation 
as it is generaMv seen all over the 
world. I think that is a reasonable 
movement for fashion magazines 
—Mrinal Sen, noted film director 






















AN ARMBP Vtm IS IN 
PHOSAeSS AT 
TOTOAUM ... 


V cMCn 


X^-ANP THERE'LL BE THE SRC AT ' 
/'BIG BRUTE, AMO THE DREAPFUL 
little miobet, all stuffed with 

MAGIC POTION, AND THEY WON'T 
LIKE IT WHEN THEY SEE WE'VE 
GOT A PAISONER 
Ss. EITHER.. . _ ^ 
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OH NO, BY 
JUPITER .'THIS 
IS TOO 
MUCH.' ^ 




(; 










l^r.^A 


^# 












TH«r «ecAPTw« 
you, you MU«T 
PAOMiSe TO 6AY 
you BSCA^ftP ON 

yOUA OWN ANP NO 

ONB HBLpeo you., 

DON'T Ak&K WHY 
('M DOiNO THIS 
#OA YOU . •. 






% 


m 


' ’.«1 


LISTBN, WILL 
' YOU? You'Re frbe! 
YOU CAN 60/ 






f v\fHAr oo 
you) mean, 
aften. your 
V S/ESTAF . 


y IT'S ^ 
GETTING \ 
LATE, ROMAN. > 
F I PON'T HAVE 
lY SIESTA NOW, 

I bhan't man b time 

TO HAVE IT BEFORE , 
BEPTIM^SO LEAVE > 
ME alone OR I A 
V MIGHT LOSE AflV /A 
V TEMPER. Z/a\ 


LOOK ARE you ^ARE 
YOU NOT SOINS TO 
BSCAPe?f - 






THBY'Ae 

^ COMING, CBNTUAION ’ 

^IAI^POTAMUS, and 
tner^ve oer ^aibnob 

WITH THSM. W8 
WOUUON'T HH.8 you TO 

MiSB TMK 6TAAT. j 
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WRONG ANSWERS 

THE irrepressibly Union Minister 
for Works and Housinii, Prakash 
Chandra Sethi, waa recently in 
Chandiaarh, the Union Territory 
which le shared by both Puniao 
and Haryana as state capital, the 
minister was deiaved in the mom- 
ina becauM his car had lined up 
outside a petrol pump and there 
was a Iona queue. Sethi wu sur¬ 
prised that petrol had become 
such a "bla problem these days”. 
The reference obviously waa to 
the days—till a few months sao 
—when he had held charae of the 
Petroleum portfolio. He then en- 
aaaed some newsmen in a talk 
reaardina the present workina of 
the aaendas which deal with petrol 
distribution. But the newsmen 
wanted him to say something 
on the Works and Houslna Minis¬ 
try instead, “Houslna is a state 
subject,” Sethi told them. “But 
Chandiaarh is not a state and 
Union Territories come under the 
Centre’s charae.” one newsman 
persisted. But Sethi was adamant. 
He wanted the newsman to direct 
his query at the Governor. When 
it was pointed out that Chandiaarh. 
had no Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor but a Chief Commission¬ 
er, an anarv Sethi told the news¬ 
man to keep his facts to himself 
and approach the Commissioner 
instead. Earlier Sethi had express¬ 
ed his displeasure at the wav in 
which the Conaress (D' tickets had 
been distributed in Madhva Pra¬ 
desh, “Arjun Sinah was not on mv 
list,” he complained. 

UNACCOMP^ED 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU’S lOth 
death anniversary was observed by 
the Nehru Memorial Trust on May 
27 with a dawn pra.ver meetin,{ at 
his samadhi, Shantivana. Mrs 
Gandhi reached the samadhi at 
5.53 am sharp, accompanied by 
Rajiv Gandhi and his two children, 
Rahul and Privanka, and placed 
red roses on her father’s tomb. But 
why did no office bearer of either 
of the Congress Parties— “I” and 
“U” go to pay homage to that 
great leader? No ofBoe bearer of 
either the AICC(l) or the Youth 
Congress (I) was present. Onlv 
three .rriinislers. P. C. Sethi, P. V. 
Narasimba Rao and Shiv Shanker 
were with Mrs Gandhi at that 
early hour to pay homage to 
Nehru. Rao Birendra Singh arriv¬ 
ed when the prayers were halfway 
through. Along with Mrs Gandhi 
were Yashpal Kapoor, Mobd. 
Yunus, R. K. Dhawan and S. Y. 
Sharada Prasad. 


MIGRANT MINISTER 



MOST members of the Congressfl) 
Cabinet are plagued bv a sense of 
insecurity. Ihere are some like 
Zail Singh and J. B. Patnaik who 
are worried that they may have 
to return to their respective states. 
But unlike these two. there is 
something else worrying Union 
Commerce Minister Ib'anab Mukh- 
cr.iee; his term as a member of 
the Rajva Sabha expires on April 
1 1981. What will he do after 
that? He is aware that he got 
into the Cabinet bv virtue of his 
lovaltv to the Gandhis. He also 
realises that he does not stand a 
chance of making it to the Raiva 
Sabha from West Bengal, so he 
has bought some land in Gujarat 
and has got himself included on 
the Guiarat voters’ list. In 1981 
he intends to get into the Rajya 
Sabha from Gujarat. 

TEMPORARY 
ABSENCE _ 

MANEKA GANDHI’S name is bads 
as the editor of Surya in its June 
Issue after having been missing in 
May, The absence of her name 
last month prompted many, in¬ 
cluding this columnist to write a 
farewdl piece on her departure 
from journalism. But she has not 
left after all. Why then was her 
name withdrawn from the May 
issue? Interestingly, the May Issue 
carried an "Interview” with the 
convicted internatipnal criminal. 
Charles Sobhraj. 


SOME SIMILE I 

REMEMBER the Communist Party 
leader from Bihar, Yogendra 
Sharma, MP, whose laipt of the 
election telecast from Muzanarpur 
was subject to scrutiny by the 
Doordarshan authorities, because 
he referred to a “growing impre¬ 
ssion’’ that Sanjay Gandhi was 
being “groomed” as a succesior 
to Mrs Gandhr? Now he is reported 
to have told the embarrasaed 
Doordarshan authorities that bv 
deleting references to Sanjay 
Gandhi from his script they were 
behaving like orthodox Hindu 
women who are ashamed of re¬ 
ferring to their husbands by name. 
An interesting part gf the delibe¬ 
rations between him and the Door¬ 
darshan authorities was that the 
latter preferred the term “caucus" 
to a reference to Sanjay Gandhi 
and made Sharma replace a re¬ 
ference to the Zia regime in Pakis¬ 
tan. While Sharma wanted to 
refer to it as a “hated regime", 
Doordarshan wanted the reference 
to be to “the military dictatorship”. 
According to Sharma. the Door¬ 
darshan people seemed to have 
some ghrina (hatred) for the term 
ghrinit (hated). 

SOIviil^R EQUAL 

THIS is not a reflection on the 
independence of the judiciary, but 
the court clerks of Delhi’s Patiala 
House courts seem to be treating 
one litigant slightly differently 
from the rest. The cause list dis¬ 
played outside the metropolitan 
magistrate K. C. Lohia’s court on 
tbe morning of May 20 referred to 
only one person with the prefix of 
“Shri ”. The rest of the litigants 
were not accorded that honour, 
nor is it a normal court prac¬ 
tice to refer to anyone as ‘Shri’ so- 
and-so in the cause list. The 
following is an extract from the 
cause list of May 20. which lists 
items number 7 to 10 under the 
head "Appearanoes’’: 

7. Union of India vs Pratap Singh 

8. State vs Vichattar Mohan, etc 

9. Shri Sanjay Gandhi vs Rakesh 

10. state vs Wazir Chand. 

A WOMAN S TOUCH 

NOT only has tbe Lok Dal acquir¬ 
ed the “woman” symbol from tbe 
Election Commissidh, it has also 
hired a lady telephone operator for 
Rs central office at Windsor Place. 
If you dial the Lok Dal number, 
an Englisfa'Speaking voice responds. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 






SYNmCATE BANK Wins 
Natkmal Award for 
outstandii^ 
export 
performance 


Syndicate Bank is proud to have won the 
coveted National Trophy for outstanding 
performance in providing export credit and 
export guarantee during the period April 1977 
to March 1978. 

A significant recognition of our performance in 
the highly competitive and complex field of 
exports. In translating a high-priority national 
objective into a reality. 

Syndicate Bank has made impressive progress in 
the field of financing export of iron ore, engi¬ 
neering products, coffee, tea, cashew, seafoods, 
leather, diamond and readymade garments. We 
g have undertaken detailed studies with a view to 
;* financing export of some commodities on a 
^ large scale. 

Syndicate Bank is greatly involved in project 
financing abroad. We have provided bonding 
facilities and Eurodollar loans for a number of 
construction and engineering companies, both 
in the public and private sector, to execute 
construction of turnkey contracts abroad. 
Syndicate Bank has displayed its capability in 
extending every type of international banking 
service to clients. With a Branch in London and 
correspondents alt over the world to back up 
our service, we are dedicated to expanding and 
developing our professional skills and expertise 
to meet the growing demands of our clients. 

We take pride in having developed thousands of 
clients from small beginnings into first-class 
^ well-known export bouses today. 

r To all, our Thanks. 
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Hawkins^piiessure cooker 


¥Mir Hankins 
|i^ for itself 
in the first year 

Solve your kerosene 
problem 

Kerosene is difficult to get 
and costs a lot.Therefore, 
every effort must be made to 
use the minimum kerosene 
for cooking Modern science 
has a solution. 

Scientific, comparative 
cooking trials with the 
Hawkins pressure cooker 
have proved that on an 
average it consumes 53% 
less kerosene than cooking 
in the ordinary way. Because 
cooking with Hawkins takes 
less than half the time of 
ordinary cooking, you get 
similar savings if you use 
any other fuel—gas,coal, 
wood or electricity. 

The best investment 

By using a Hawkins, an 
average family can save over 
half a litre of kerosene per 
day. Saving on fuel alone 
would pay for your Hawkins 
in the first year itself. Since 
Hawkins is made to serve 
you for years and years, it is 
the best investment you can 
make today. 

You need not worry if you 
have never used a pressure 
cooker before. Every 
Hawkins comes with a 
simple, illustrated instruction 
book, with 127 tested 
recipes.The book is available 
in 12 Indian languages. 



Save on maintenance 

Hawkins gives the least 
trouble.The Hawkins gasket 
and safety valve last longer 
than in ordinary pressure 
' cookers. 

The special Hawkins design 
makes it accident-proof. 
Because the lid opens 
downwards into the pot 
instead of sideways, the lid 
cannot be opened even by 
mistake until the pressure 
inside falls to a perfectly safe 
level The safety valve is 
under the handle bar so that 
when it operates the steam is 
deflected safely downwards. 

Free service 

Hawkins has a written 
guarantee for 5 years. All parts 
covered by the guarantee 
are replaced free.Hawkins 
service is always free. There 


Hawkins** 


are Hawkins Authorised 
Service Centres with factory- 
trained mechanics in 
115 towns in India who 
provide prompt expert service. 

Invest in your 
family’s health 

You may not know it, but 
a Hawkins is also an invest¬ 
ment in your family's health 
because it gives healthier 
food than ordinary cooking. 
Studies by the Central Food 
and Technological Research 
Institute show that certain 
nutritive elements, particularly 
vitamins and proteins, are 
better retained in pressure 
cooking. And Hawkins gives 
you more hygienic food 
because it cooks at 122®C, 
the temperature used for 
sterilisation. 

Nowadays, you canr^t afford 
to be without a Hawkins 
pressure cooker. Buy a 
Hawkins at your nearest, most 
trusted dealer or write to the 
manufacturers. Pressure Cookers 
& Appliances Ltd., 


0 Hawkmi and Hawkins-Univertal 
ata Regittarad Trada Marka 
© 1S80 Copyright by 

Ragiatarad Utara, Praatuia 
Cookara ft Applianeas Ltd. 



The traoble-ftce pressure cooker 
tha& nude to serve for years and years. 
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OPiNiON 



Save the Stars 

L ast year it was Kalpana, the 
tragedy queen of the Kannada 
cinema and this year it is Shoba. It 
is a severe blow to the people who 
loved her so dearly. If Shoba had 
waited at least one more year she 
wouild have realised her ambitions. 
But her tension-ridden life made it 
suffocating for her to live any longer. 
These days such incidents seem to be 
quite common in film industry. As far 
as the love affairs of the stars are 
conceraed. the Press should treat 
them tenderly for it is they who can 
save'the stars ultimately. 

P. S. flao. Bangalore. 

FROM the cover story it is crystal 
dear that Shoba had risen due to 
Balu Mahendra. Prema, Sboba’s 
mother, was a small-time actress and 
wished her daughter remaioed with 
her always to continue laying the 
golden eggs. Prema was more inter¬ 
ested in the money than in her 
daughter’s life. It is needless to say 
that the selbsh mother stood as an 
obstade in the love affair of her 
daughter with Balu. When Shoba did 

S et married secretly Prema ridiculed 
er and society looked on her as a 
sinner. The insult was too great and 
she ended her life. I feel that society 
should be held responsible for Sboba’s 
death. 

K. Vajrtshvar, Bmbmt- 

THIS has reference ,to your cover 
story on the tragic death of Shoba. As 
a film scribe I knew her as a simple 
lass with simple! desires. She acted 
with zest and possessed an unending 
zeal to live life to the full, to crown 
herself with glory and fame. Pam¬ 
pered, yet unspoilt, Shoba was a 
great actress who never put on any 
airs. Her tragic end is a pointer to 
scores of filmstars who yearn for 



domestic bliss, but find to' their dis¬ 
may that they have put their foot in 
the wrong place. As the curtain 
falls on the enquiries engineered to 
probe her death one cannot but re¬ 
member with grief the blithe 
Spirit whom God has bedioned at 
at such a tender age. 

C. V. Aravind, M<Avs, 

MANY thanks to .you for the superb 
articles on the death of Shoba. I have 
been through them time and again 
but feel compelled to continue leafing 
through the pages. It is be.vond mv 
capability to express my true feelings 
about the excellent coverage by .your 
magazine. 

Minati Das, Calcutta. 

THAT a budding actress like Shoba 
should die so young is too much for 
me to bear. The genius of the great 
artiste wjs yet to flower. Mad she 
lived longer she could have risen to 
greater heights. The cover story 
writers deserve praise for a well- 
written piece. May the soul of the 
great artiste rest in peace. 

Radha Raman Mishra, Gaya. 

THE cover story brought out the 
events and ina'dents that led to 
Shoba’s suicide or death. Wc thank 
you for the detailed story, cover story 
and the exclusive interview with 
Balu Mahendra. Your write-up rather 
intensifies our grief. The headlines 
in the Tamil newspapers are nothing 
but a hoax and it is only to lure the 
public We can understand her much 
better now as an ardent lover and an 
Intellectual actress. By publishing 
those beautiful photographs of Shoba 
you have made her live in the hearts 
of millions of her fans. Hats off to 
SUNDAY. 

R. Bhaskaran and R. Ranjani, 
Tiruchtrapatti. 

WHILE words are completeLv useless 
at such a time I feel I must write to 
tell you of my sincere and deep 
horror at the tragic death. She really 
had a fund of talent. 

J. S. Acharya, Hyderabad. 

THE account given by Arthur Pais 
ud Tooshar Pandit on Shoba’s death 
is distorted and one-sided. How can 
society be responsible for her death? 
Further, the writers have all the sym¬ 
pathy for a man who entered the 
family as a godfather and finally 
snatdied away the breadwinnef of the 
family. • 

K. Sathianathan, Coimbaton. 

THE loss of a really talented artiste 
like Shoba is irreparable. But, her 
suidde was the only way hut of the 
terrible loneliness and the inhuman 
treatment that she had to face all 
along. Her despair thrashed her 
dream of heaven b the union of tn: 
love. 

V. G. Vtjaykumar, Calcutta. 


WHETHER it was a case of murder 
or suJdde, the death of Shoba, is a 
thing of sorrow to one and alL No 
more will we see the talent of the 
promising young star who was the 
redpient of the Urvoshi award. Balu 
Mahendra cannot be absolved of .his 
moral responsibility for the tragedy. 
Besides, Hindu law does not permit 
a married man to take a second wife 
as this comes under the Bigamy Act. 
However, it is sad to note that this 
sort of thing has become a regular 
feature of filmdom in this country. 
One wonders how such peopM manage 
to escape from the clutdies of the 
law. Balu’s graduation, the gold 
medal he won at the Film Institute 
and all the fame be earned for him¬ 
self in South India have been over¬ 
shadowed by the news of this tragedy 
involving his moral turpitude. One 
could well draw the inference, ‘Tm- 
morality, thy name is cinema". It 
would be a good thing if young un¬ 
married heroines would draw a lesson 
from this great tragedy. 

A. V. S. D. S. Chainutu, Pithavuram. 

I HAVE seen photographs of Shoba 
on many occasions, but never have 
I seen one so beautiful as the one of 
the late star that adorned the cover 
of your magazine. 

B. A. Vadhood, Mettupalayam. 

ONE cannot but sigh in deep 
sorrow and anibish after reading* 
“Why Shoba committed suicide” by 
Arthur Pais and Toosbar Pandit 
(May 11). The tragedy happened as 
a result of her lamentable error of 
judgment and gullibility coupled with 
the lust, lechery and perversion of an 
elderly man. the uncle-turned4 
husband. Balu Mahendra left her on 
the last night of her life to spend 
with his other wife. This was un¬ 
bearable to her and she decided to 
take her own life. The tragedy, too 
deep for tears, may be ascribed not 
80 much to the sodal values as to 
the individual moral aberrations. 

N. N. Sen. Calcutta. 

IT is clear from the cover story that 
on the morning of May 1 Shoba was 
dead. But towards the end of the 
article we am. given a detailed ac¬ 
count of urbat she did on the morning 
of May 1. Imt this contradictoiy? 
Debfant Adiaya, Burdtpon. 

BALU Mahendra's words describing 
his love for Shoba are not new. Balu 
had exploited the sentiments of an 
adolescent girl who had never quite 
realised the true nature of the rela¬ 
tionship between a father and 
daughter, or a niece and undo. It. 
was Balu udio taught ter only the 
sexual aspect of a man^oman rela-. 
tionriiipw Indeed, Shoba wiu most- 
unfortunate, for die sacrificed her 
riiort life In order to satisfy thC 
money and sex hunger* of her fanii^ 
and B^i. 

Satith Chandra Tiwetri, Allahabad. 







Why are people dying ? Can peace ever return ? Who is who, and 
why are some people playing dangerous games ? An in-depth study 
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-Would you tell me, tieaee, which 
way I ought to walk from here ?" 

depends a pood deal on where 
5»l/oa want to fl^t fo^ 

—Altce m Wonderland. 

S the monsoon intensified 
over the Brahmaputra 
valley early this month, 
bringing relief from a 

-searing summer, the 

Assam agitation against ‘foreigners' 
paused for breath after seven months 
of hysteric convulsions. Never had 
Gauhati looked so quiet and normal 
ainoe the agitation began as the agita¬ 
tion leaders, chastened by the pre¬ 
vious week's bloody communal clash¬ 
es in which 62 persons died, decided 
to shift the emphasis to integration 
a^ amity. A rare peace succeeded 
the crin>lmg mne-day non-coopera- 
-t. ™®yement which ended on May 
^ Nothing much is happening since 
then. The pi^eting has virtually 
ceased; the offices are functioning 
normally. Even the daily statements 
flowing out of the offices of the move¬ 
ment leaders the All Assam Students’ 
Union (AASU) and the Gana Sang- 
ram Parishad (GSP) are less strident. 
When the week-long amity campaign 
ended on June 5, many expected that 
the agitation leaders woiild again 
switch to passionate street demon- 
srations, slogan-shouting, picketings 
Indeed, the 
and the GSP, after reviewing 
the situation at a joint meeting, de- 
afcd to prolong the spell of relative 
c^lm, June 10 was to be observed as 
7 r f, ‘sl’i'Ients integration day’ to be 
followed by a ten-day campaign to 
highlight the ‘conspiracies against the 
movement’. 

One reason for the relaxed atmos¬ 
phere was that the antidpated crack¬ 
down by Delhi did not take place, 
tveryone in Assam was expect¬ 
ing the worst to happen after 
the elections to the State As¬ 
semblies. When it did not. the 
agitators, visibly weary after months 
of protrai^d and often fever 
jsh campaigns, secretly welcomed 
the release from the tension. Besides, 
they did not want to provide any 
further excuse for a crackdown. Thus, 
tor both tactical and the practical 
reasons, the pause was perhaps inevit¬ 
able, This pause led to some serious 
soul-searching. The dominant ques¬ 
tion now was: If the agitation could 
DC turned off temporarily, why not 
struggle at long last onto the con¬ 
ference table? 

^ There is an emerging consensus. 
*"^ci3liy among the powerful urban 
Including some of the mentors 
‘he movement, that since the basic 
ob^rtive of focusing Assam’s agonies 
has been adequately achiev¬ 
ed, there is hardly any point in pro- 
the agitation. Apart from 
this, there is a growing feeling that 
even if Mrs Gandhi concedes the de¬ 
mands for the deportation of all the 
toreigners, actual deportation will not 
only take wars to complete but is 
also virtually impossible. A clear 
majonty in the movement’s thmk 
tank is reconciled to this. The cur¬ 
rent trend of thinking, therefore. Is 
^ that the movement should not ge’ 


Mrs Gandhi’s velvet 
glove and mailed fist 

By TOOSHAR PANDIT 


unnecessarily stuck over a demand 
that is hardly attainable. The consen¬ 
sus is for a concentration of energy 
on a negotiated settlement that will 
ensure both political and economic 
supremacy of the indigenous' Assam¬ 
ese spealdng people in the state even 
if a bulk of the immigrants'has to 
be aoconunodated. When AASU says 
that it had not laundied the move¬ 
ment just for the sake of it. the point 
it presumably wants to emphasise is 
that the issues can be settled bv 
means other than agitation. And this 


succinctly sums up the prevailing 
mood. 

Many other things have contributed 
towards softening the tone and tem¬ 
per of the people. As the stalemate 
continues, the stiff, personal prices 
everybody has to pay for it is begin¬ 
ning to tell. The economy is in a 
shambles. Development is almost 
frozen. There Is the tension and fear 
which is affecting the nerves. The 
state secretariat at Dispur receives 
numerous complaints every dav about 
extortion and threats of physical 






Mrs Garidhi tn Gauhati, L, P. Singh in thff background 


violeoc^galnltt reluctant donori. At 
Dibnifarh, the nose of 4 middle-aged 
lady was cboppeKl off when she re¬ 
fused to give a subscription. She died 
later. At Jorhat, section 144 at the 
CrPC bad to be invoked to restrain 
Mople from collecting subscriptions, 
Vigilant squads are springing up all 
over the place with the sole motive 
of making hoy while the sun shines. 
Obviously, the movement has pro¬ 
duced its special brand of corruption. 
AASU has disowned such corruption, 
but can it remain wholly insulated 
from the aberrations of a movement 
it has launched but over which it is 
apparently losing controlT 
What has, however, shaken the agi¬ 
tation the most is the arrival of the 
All Assam Minorities Students' Union 
(AAMSU). For months the vast 
majority of the state's three million 
Muslims were lying low in fear, full 
of foreboding. Would they be up¬ 
rooted again? After taming the virgin 
soil, 'would they be require to return 
to the refugee trail? With the local 
administration hostile, they could 
onW bolt the door, keep nightly vigi 
and pray for another day's peace 


after one day was over. Then came 
the green signal from Mrs Gandhi 
and under the active and open patron¬ 
age of tbe state's Congress (I), the 
AAMSU was born. The rtng'ng.ciy 
in the Muslim belts is: •"They will 
have to kill us to deport us". A> 
the stark meatage of recent violence 
in the districts of Nowgong. Darrana.. 
Goalpara and parts of Ksmrup is that 
In three and half of the seven dis¬ 
tricts in the Brahmapuma valley the 
purging of 'foreigners' will be pre¬ 
ceded by a bloodbath, the like of 
which even the Partition had not 
seen. 

And after the Muslims, the shrewd 
tactician in Mrs Gandhi has now 
turned to the tribals. It is now their 
turn to realise that the movement 
against the 'foreigners' is not in their 
interest either. There are 1.7 million 
tribals in Assgm and a bulk of them 
had registered Assamese as their 
mother tongue both in the 1961 and 
1971 consensus. Now they lyant to be 
counted as independent linguistic 
groups according to the dialects they 
actually speak. The main cause of 
their disenchantment with the move¬ 


ment stems from one of AASU's de¬ 
mands that seeks to aboUsh the sys¬ 
tem of Nservatloa of land exdasively 
for the tribals. 

The other demand that has 
upset the tribals is the call for 
Assamese as the medium of lutnio- 
tipn in schools, and the withdrawal 
of government patronage from insti¬ 
tutions which do not conform. Cu^ 
rently, tbera are divisions among the 
various tribal organisations into pro 
and anti-aaitatlon groupt, but uo ouo 
his any iQuaions, thgt. helped by s 
imd from Delhi, the tribals will- go 
the Muslim way. Already, eleven 
tribal organisations have united under 
the banner of All Assam Tribal Pro¬ 
tection Action Committee (AATPAC) 
to resist what they claim is the “anti- 
tribal and Assamlsation poUty in 
Assam". Significantly, the ArCC (I) 
President, Lolit Doley, who had pla.v- 
ed an active role in organising tbe 
convention of the minorities at Jales- 
war which produced the AAMSU, was 
also among the main speakers at a 
convention of the tribal organisations 
at Dhekiajuli in Upper Assam where 
the AATPAC was conceived. And on 
June S, a delegation of the AATPAC 
left Gauhati for New Delhi to meet 
Mrs Gandhi and presumably to tell 
her what she wanted to hear. 

lUCCESSIVE language 
riots since i960 have 
created sudi a wide gulf 
between the state's two 

rr ■ ;.' Million Bengali speaking 

Hindus and the indigenous Assamese 
speaking inhabitants that they now 
appear to have been permanently alie¬ 
nated from one another, hardly requir¬ 
ing any persuasion from Mrs Gandhi, 
for further estrangement. The signs 
of restlessness among a large section 
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ers over whom the CPI(M) and the 
CPI have considerable influence are 
also evident. Persistent att'adcs and 
the pernicious ostracism of tbe sup¬ 
porters of the CPI(M) and CPI has 
had its impact on the sufferers. The 
sheer number of the people now 
vociferously om>osed to the movement 
is frightening: frightening because a 
confrontation will mean catastrophe. 
What more compelling reason can 
there be than this for the agitators 
to pause and ponder? 

Another'major cause for anxiety la 
the possibility of extremist elements 
gaining control if the aidtation con¬ 
tinues. As the movement is a spon¬ 
taneous outburst against .years of de¬ 
privation, no tingle person or group 
has absolute control over it. Already 
various trends, often working at 

CTots purposes, have surfaced wlthl 
the movement itself. There are dis¬ 
tinct signs of parallel centres of 

power developing. 

The students and the poUtidans 
arc clearly split. On June 5, the AASU 
alerted its units to keep « watch on 
a sudden proliferation of the GSP 
units, reminding them that the AASU 
had launched the agitation not to 
politic*! ambitions. 
The AASU ’, the statement furthei 
added, "had received information that 
some interested persons had been en> 





for the •tate's developineat rolyin.' 
exclttsiTely upon the atete's own rO' 
•ouroes. Then there was a caO to the 
^oeople to withdraw all their deposits 
from the nationalised banks and turn 
them over to the local non>nationalis> 
ed banks and financial institutioas. 
The raisinc of the volunteer force; 
the setting up of underground cells: 
the talk of a sovereign Assam or a 
larger union in the north-east; th 
rumours of Assamese youths training 
in China: the links of some move¬ 
ment leaders with the insurgents of 
all tend to confirm the fears that the 
movement is more than a demand 
for economic protectionism. Althour’ 
still In a minority, the extremists are 
already in a position to influence th - 
course of the movement considerably.. 
No wonder sensible Assamese are 
wondering wdiether everyone has not 
had enough. 

At the same time, the administra¬ 
tion has been making unobtrusive 
efforts to create a climate of trust. 
For instance, it has already released 
most of the agitatiou leaders (62. out 
of 99) detained during the brief show 
of force in April. Orders have been 
issued for the screening and the de¬ 
tection of the immigrants who have 
entered illegally after March 25. 1971. 
More important. H. C. Sarin, the 
Principal Adviser to the Governor has 
succeeded to a great extent in salv¬ 
aging an administrative machinery 
that was nothing but a wreck, de¬ 
stroyed by its partisan involvement 
In the movement. One reason why 
the movement continued so long was 
the complete identification of the 


gagod in oartain things in the name 
of the Gang Sangram Parishad to ful- 
111 tiieir selfish ends” Expectedly, the 
GSP reacted very sharply, to the ex¬ 
tent that it held the AASU guilty of 
helping the ‘conspiratorial forces' to 
scuttle the movement. Denying that 
its members had been nursing poli¬ 
tical ambitions as has been claimed 
by the AASU. a stnlement issued hv 
the GSP on June 9 asserted that the 
ASSU was unnecssarilv creating con¬ 
fusion. It particularly resented the 
AASU dlr^cfyes for monitoring the 
activities of the GSP. As we had re¬ 
ported earlier (SUNDAY. May 25) 
the movement is now clearly split in 
two camps — the doves and the 
hawks. The battlelines are also clear. 
The strident note in the GSP attadc 
on the AASU confirms another sus¬ 
picion — that the extremists are gain¬ 
ing ground over the moderates as the 
Stalemate continues. 

There are definite signs that the 
good intentions and the sincerity of 
the AASU may not be enough to halt 
the ascendancy of the extremists if a 
breakthrough is not achieved soon, 
the agitation has already raised ex¬ 
pectations to absurd heights. It is 
not unusual to hear people talking 
dreamily about Assam in terms of 
oil-rich'west Asian countries. Demands 
have been raised for more than 
a sevenfold increase in royalty for 
the Assam crude, from the present 
Rs 42 a tonne to Rs 315 a tonne. 
Secession, rings out In the advertise¬ 
ment that appeared in the local Press 
recently inviting assistance to set iv' 
a non-oflicial parallel planning board 


gdmiidatiutioa witii it Saria hat earn¬ 
ed some grudging admiration alt 
round. "When be came, we tiiought 
be was sent here to kill ut. We 
thought he would be another Tikka 
Khan,” a student activist confessed. 
Instead, he is all over the place, tafic- 
ing to people, seeking remedies for, 
their economic malaise. The people 
were impressed Iv his visit to the 
Indo-Banglsidesh border. (“At least 
he shares our concern for the infiltra¬ 
tions”). His emphasis on economic 
development has also been welcomed. 
SimuKaneouslv, he is holding private 
discussions with the movement lead¬ 
ers. their advisen^ and other import¬ 
ant citizens to find a way out from 
the msent impasse. ‘The climate," 
the Gandhi Peace Foundation media¬ 
tor, B. G. Verghese paints out. "is 
certainly better than what It was”. 
What is most encouraging is that a 
lot of flexibility Is evident. 

The movement leaders, barring the 
extremists in the GSP are willing to 
resume negotiations. But v^o will 
bell the cat? The movement leaders, 
are reluctant to take the initiative 
because that may be misconstrued as 
capitulatloB especially after the GS^ 
has made it known that nothing less 
than the acceptance of 1951 as the 
cut-off year by the Goverumeut can 
persuade them to the conference 
table. The indications are that the 
AASU may not be dogmatic about 
1951 as the cut-off year if the Govern¬ 
ment does not insist on making the 
cut-off year 1971. AASU may not also 
insist upon the restoration of the 
conditions prevailing in Assam before 







ifvni a (»• «n wom 
evdluam wm pronulMtsd) mu 
MM ntlii pruondtloa for the uttci. 
nMir ora uw propwrod to’auopond 
m Mitatlon and talk If all tha da- 
talM? laadm ara relaaiad ^'Without 
tbam cu ttaara ba any purpoaaful 
dlHUMioaaT"): if tka dladpunary pro^ 
afaloat tha Oovariunaat 
... ara ttayad (“Wa oaout 
fenaka thoN who hava atood 
. i; and, if tha Oovaramant 
idtiatai tha prooaM of datactina tha 
foraigiiar* who cama to Aimib ainoa 
Ma^ 1871 (“Evan Mrs Gandhi 
aaraea that the foreignars oomini 
aftar 1071 cunot itay"'). 



Of oourse, they are yet to cet over 
some of their reservations about New 
Delhi’s motives and intentions. One 
oomplaint is that although the Gov* 
arninent has been laying for quite 
some time now that it haa intenalHed 
its vigil along the Bangladesh tmrder 
the iuBux of migrants has not abated 
(“Yes, they have ordered an increase 
in die number of border posts, but 
they have forgotten to send personnel 
to man them’O. Another sore point is 
the emergenoe of the AAMSU (“The 
Government is actively encouraging 
the takeover of Assam by the for¬ 
eigners”). However, these reserva¬ 
tions are not likely to be serious 
obstacles on the way to the confer- 


■iMo »Die, n roe isovemmem cw 
convinoa the agitators that soma posi> 
tiva stops would ba takaa to padfy 
their santiiBentB. 


K 


NCB tha AA8U and the 
Government moot at Gw 
oooferenoe taMa thair 

diffaranoM are likely .to 
Mrrow down further, and 
a aolutioa asu not bo voiy diflcult 
to achieve. Inmd, twice before they 
have been cloM to a settlement: onoa 
during Uia meeting batwagn Mrs 

Gandhi and the AA8U Teadars in 
New Delhi in February when the 
AASU leaders were prepared to fat 
on with the Job of screening and de¬ 
tecting the foreigners without stipu- 
Isting a base-year for it The settle¬ 
ment was not adiieved because some 
militant elements who Joined in the 
talks later would not budge from their 
demand for the eooeptanoe of 1951 as 
the cut-off year. The second occasion 
was when the Governor of Assa^ 
Lallan Prasad Singh suggested 1967 
as the cut-off year. The movement 
leaders were Inclined to give the pro¬ 
posal aerious thought. But nothing 
emerged as the Government, this 
time, did not pursue the proposal 
seriously. 

The indications are that, if and 
when the talks resume, the AASU 


may not'press oaru lor me uepona- 
tlon of no pooim who ImmUratod 
to Aiaam duriiif Gw ISSl-Bl Kooado. 
Against this oonoession they ere sure 
to domend inoro funds from tho 
Centro a^ a ipadal aWtua for Gw 
atate, at waet for tho next ton or 
flftoan yoars, Novarthalaia. Gta diaputa 
will than narrow down to what is to 
bo done with the immigrants who 
have ooma to Aiiam in the period 
botweon 1861 and 1871. 'nie moya- 
mant laadars are in no mood to make 
any compromise on this. They may 
agree to let the Hindu Inunigrants 
stay Ml as stateless persmis on 
humenitarien grounds but Insist that 
the illegal Muslim immigrants must 
go. They feel that tome one milUon 
people, at least seventy per cent of 
them Muslims must have had illegally 
immigrated to Assam during that 

E eriod. The Government computation, 
owever, is that the number of 
illegal Musliib immigrants would not 
be more than 30,000. On this point 
the talks could get bogged down 
again. 

But will the talks begin at ail? 
The mood of the dominant partners 
in the GSP is certainly unhelpful. 
After having worked up emotions to 
such a feverish pitch, can AASU 
break with the GSP and carry tbe 
burden all alone? 


A solution is possible^ but ••• 


Hmo can the Assam tangle be 
solved 7 To find an answer 
SUNDAY correspondent Tooshar 
Pandit talked to three important 
members of the AASU 'think tank’ 
—Ganesh Phukan, 62, a retired 
Finance Secretary of Assam} P.G. 
Banta, 42. the youngest of the 
three brothers who among them- 
selpes ctwn the ASSAM TRIBUNE 
group of publications; and, Munin- 
aranarayan Duttabarua, SO, the 
editor-proprietor of the influential 
Assamese weekly SAPTAHJK NEE- 
LACHAL. theW repYee i 


GANLSH PHUKAM 




this a^tat^n to conti¬ 
nue. There haa to be 
some eettljranerst, the 
aooner the better. 
: Obviously, the initiative must 
-icoiae from the government. It 
cannot evade its dnties and respon- 
>albili,ties behind the excuse of an 
' uncongenial atmosphere in Assam. 
Agitation or no agitation, the 'gov- 
'Cnunent is obliged to defend! the 
.-.CMintry against foreign aggression 
or tnmtratl,on. It cannot supply 
<.jsay : We stop doing our duties, be- 
. cause of the agitation. To start 
with, it can take up the screening 
and deportation of the immigrants 
..who have come to Assam after 
iVMarch 25, 1971. This can create an 
atmosphere of trust and pave the 
way for a dialogue leading to a 
{. 10 



solution. A dialogue may begin 
once the goverrunent does two 
things: one, releases all the deten¬ 
us; two, stays all' the disciplinary 
actions against the government em¬ 
ployees who stood by the move¬ 
ment. Simultsmeoualy, the stu¬ 

dents can suspend the agitation. 
The blockades on the movemmt of 
jute, timber, bamboo and plywood 
will be lifted. The oil-blockade 
will continue till the government 
withdraws the emergency mea¬ 
sures introduced in Assam on 

April 2 and an agreement is 


reached. iMy understanding is that 
the students are willing to consi¬ 
der sympathetically the cases In¬ 
volving the immigranta who had 
come between 1951 and 1961. Not 
much of a problem there. This 
brings ua to what should be done 
about those who have come during 
the next decade—between 1961 and 
1871. About this, the government 
must spell out a deffnite plan of 
action and here the students are 
lUkely to be less compiromising. 
That does not mean that they are 
going to overlook the human as¬ 
pects of the issue. Nevertheless, 
some thinning out 1^ perhaps, un¬ 
avoidable. If the government does 
not act fast, it is quite possible 
that some people out of frustration 
may adopt more militant postures. 


I' C IJAItUA 


T ' BX agitation must atop. 
But, before it can be 
su8i)ended and the nego¬ 
tiations resumed, the 
I I I movement leaders must 

be convinced that they are not go¬ 
ing to lose their face with the peo¬ 
ple who gave them a blank cheque 
by turning up in millions at their 
beck and call., I guess ofie way out 
is the government’s acceptance of 
1951 as the starting point. What I 
suggest is this. Screen the entire 
population of the atate; ascertain 
who are the people who have im-r 
'Migrated into jhuam. sixue 1951. 1' 

Photogrtpa* Iw iToothtr PSndit 
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am sure many of these immigrants 
are legitimately entitled to the 
citizenship of the country. Give 
them the citizenship. For the rest 
of the immigrants we can work out 
something. The deportation of the 
whole lot of them is Impossible. At 
the same tipie a majority cannot 
be reduced to a minority by illeMl 
immigration. A balance has to be 
struck somewhere. This brings us 
to the question of defranchisement. 
Doubtless, some people will have 
to be defranchlsed. In sorting out 
the problem a certain amount of 
compromise is inevitable, it has 
to be solved in a spirit of give and 
take. Nobody can possibly ignore 
the human aspects involved in the 
issue and nobody wants to. For 
instance, a lot of people Mve come 
as refugees. They certainly de¬ 
serve humane consideration. We 


cannot possibly turn our back on 
them. Today conditions in Bangla¬ 
desh are no better than what they 
were jn Fast Pakistan in 1948. So, 
people will still come, even if the 
entire border is seated. We have 
to keep all this in mind while 
negotiating a settlement. Inciden¬ 
tally, I think the negotiations will 
have a greater chance of success 
if along with the movement lead¬ 
ers other important people from 
different disciplines and different 
walks of life lend their wisdom to 
the talks. 


IVU.lNINDHyVMAHAYAN 
DU I I AHAIUIA 


[HE stalemate must end. 
If prolonged it can be 
dangerous. The stu¬ 
dents have focused the 

- J agonies and the fears 

of Assam reasonably and ade¬ 
quately and the next generation 
of the Assamese are not going to 
be dominated by the alien immi¬ 
grants. The point has been well 
made. At the same time, it must 
aUo be realised that the deporta¬ 
tion of the aliens will not solve all 
our problems. The maladies are 
essentially economic and any solu¬ 
tion to the present tangle has to 
take into account this fact. It is 
about time the socially committed 
people from various disciplines 
Joined the students to reach a ne¬ 
gotiated settlement. This is be¬ 
cause the negotiations are bound to 
involve various social, ecoinomic 
and political aspects of the prob¬ 
lem and it is better that they are 
handled by experts. That will re¬ 
duce the chancres of making mis¬ 
takes. And mistakes we cannot 



afford to make: posterity will 
not forgive us. I do not have any 
taboo against the politicians as 
such, but, my emphasis is on social 
commitment (rather than politics). 
Association with the old crop of 
politicians is out of question since 
they do not have any commitment 
except towards their own well¬ 
being. But, certainly the move¬ 
ment has thrown up a new crop of 
aocially committed politlcians-^or 
Instance, people like Nibaran Bora, 
Girin Barua and others. It is they, 
who, along with the former 
bureaucrats, professors, engineers, 
and the committed intellectuals, 
who must play an important role 
in setting the matter with the gov¬ 
ernment. Any solution, of course, 
must ensure that the interests of 
the Assamese are secure. The ball 
is really in the Government’s court. 


Three wise men 


Many o/ the acTcnowledged lead¬ 
ers of the Assam movement are 
student leaders, or fringe politi¬ 
cians whose careers so far have 
been marked by a singular lack 0 / 
success. The experience of the last 
seven months has also been a 
lesson in how to conduct and mani¬ 
pulate mass psychology towards a 
desired goal. So the movement 
must, be having its behind-the- 
sc«ne mentors conducting the skil¬ 
ful and sophisticated psychological 
warfare that a battle of attrition of 
this leind necessarily callg far. 
The names that * are frequently 
mentioned in this connection are t 
Dharmananda Das, the first Assa¬ 
mese Chief Secretary of the state 
and currently the Chairman of the 
Assam. Tea Corporation: Ganeeh 
Phuktm, a former Fitianee Secre¬ 
tary : Hiranya Bhattaehatya, a 
serving IPS officer; Dr. Siren 
Bhattacharya. the Sahitya Akademi 
winner novelist; P.G. Barua. ca- 
oumer of the Assam Tribune; 
ICumud JVatH Sharma, the dean of 


faculty of law in Gauhati Vniver- 
sityt H.K. Barpufari. professor 
emeritus, Gauhati University; AtW 
Sharma; a Rajya Sabha MP; 
Munindra Narayan Duttabarua, 
editor-proprietor of the Assamese 
weekly Sapiahik Neelachal; Lolit 
Rajkhowa, lecturer at the Univer¬ 
sity Law College; Dr. Debaprasad 
Barua, a professor in Gauhati Uni¬ 
versity; and Nagen Saikia, general 
secretary of the Asom Sahitya 
Sabha. Subir Roy profiles three of 
these wise men. 




JIT sharma current¬ 
ly a member of the 
Rajya Sabha where he 
[went on the Janata 
'ticket 1978, has to his 
advantage good looks and some 
powers of oratory which make him 
Idbnlly suited for a leading role in 
any popular movement. And this 
he has been doing through much of 
his political career : In the historic 
railway strike of 19.74, or the 
various linguistic movements that 


hav.e been sweeping Assam periodi¬ 
cally. He is a college teacher by 
profession and a socialist of the 
Lohia school by political persua¬ 
sion. Mr. Sharma’s ^alysis of the 
problem facing Assam is remark¬ 
ably similar to that of the BBS but 
jhia declared political position is 
o^ially poles apart from the RSS., 
In the Janata Party he belonged to 
the anti-Barbora group, but they 
{have been colleagues in politics 
through much of their careers. He 
has made considerable sacridees 
in going to jail for various causes 
but his critics say that in the pro¬ 
cess he has also sacrificed his so¬ 
cialistic ideals. 

Ajit Sharma’s Itnks with the agi¬ 
tation were forged fairly late. Ini¬ 
tially his role was limited to ask¬ 
ing the Union Ministers embarrass¬ 
ing questions in the Rajya Sabha 
and eliciting replies tilled with*^ 
facts that were then used by the 
movement with telling effect. His 
main links are with the younger 
sections of the movement’s leader¬ 
ship;‘his particular friend being a 
former AASU pres dent who has 
considerable influence over some 
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AASU leaders. But he does not 
get along with the politiciana in 
The Gana Sangram Parishad. His 
advice is sought by the AASU 
leaders before a major decision. 

Dharmananda Das, the ami¬ 
able chairman of Assam Tea Cor¬ 
poration, was the first Assamese 
Chief Secretary of Assam. It was 
he who drafted the Hfi-page me¬ 
morandum that the AASU submijt- 
ted to the P. M. During his long 
tenure as chief secretary to the 
previous Congress Government,’ 
there were few important adminis¬ 
trative decisions that he was not a 
party to and almost no important 
document about whose ex stcnce 
he was not aware of. The strong 
point of the agitation has been the 
well documented case it has pre¬ 
pared of central neglect and local 
inaction in economic development 
and in checking illegal immigia- 
tion. In this his role has been in¬ 
valuable. He has made the agita¬ 
tors aware of many crucial and 
hitherto secret Cabinet decisions, 
much to the embarrassment of the 
state’s political leaders, which con¬ 
tributed largely to their present 
loss of credibility. Mr. Das’s li,nks 
with the movement’s lenders were 
forged fairly late, in January, when 
the hard bargaining with the new 
government at the Centre began. 

Dr. D. P. Barua is probaoly the 
only communist not only support¬ 
ing the current agitation but ac¬ 
tively participating in it. He was a 
comrade of outstanding repute who 
went to jail many times for his po¬ 
litical affiliations and for his work 
with the trade union movement. A 
member of the Students’ Federa¬ 
tion during his college days, he ac¬ 
tively supported the CPI and later 
joined it. When the Party split ip 
1964 he supported the CPI(M). 
He became associated with several 
government employees' unions in 
Assam and also the All India Con¬ 
federation of University Em¬ 
ployees’ Unions. Although his sup¬ 
port for Leftist causes never wav¬ 
ered, he sided with the 1972 agi¬ 
tation in Assam over the medium 
of instruction. In the 1972 Assemb¬ 
ly elections, there was an alliance 
between the CPI(iM) and some 
other Parties, including a regional 
one called the Peoples ^mocratic 
Party. The PDP was then headed 
by Or. Gaurishankar Bhattacharya, 
currently a leader of the Janata 
Party in A.ssam and fairly sympa¬ 
thetic to the movement. Dr. Barua 
spent most of his time campaign¬ 
ing for Bhattacharya who was his 
relative. Even in the 1978 Assemb¬ 
ly elections he campaigned active¬ 
ly for CPI(M) candidates. 

D. P. Barua travelled in south 
India in May and June to mobilise 
support for the movement. His 
presence has done a lot of good tq 
the image of the movement As 
part of the intellectual task force 
he has written extensively in the 
local Press. 
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Is the RSS active I 

By TOOSHAR PANDIT 


Vl^RY morning at 6 
a.m. an assorted group of 
people dres.sed in khaki 
shorts and half-sleeved 
shirts carrying canes turn 
up for drill at a public playground on 
the bank of Brahmaputi-a in Math- 
khowa, the business centre of Uaulia- 
ti. The leader of the group carries a 
ijag—a triangular piece of red cloth 
tied to a mast. The group falls in line 
as Its leader plants the flag in the 
ground. Per the next two hours, this 
group faces the flag and hops and 
bends and strains and stretches to the 
comnian.is of its instructor, a port¬ 
ly iniddk-aged man. The proceed¬ 
ings end with a prayer—i vow to 
defend the Hindu religion, the Hindu 
rashtra to the last heartbeal. It is 
sung in chorus: “Oh motherland 
M affectionate to your sons, we salute 
thee always. Oh ! Hindu land we have 
grown up .so happily in you. Oh ! mer- 
oful sacred land, let our bodies 
perish for .you" run the lines of the 
prayer. 

Such prayers can now be heard 
every morning not only in dilferent 
locdiitiLS of Gduhati but almost 
in every major town and city in the 
Brahmaputra valley. The RSS, whi<h 
had ju->t four units, one each in Gau- 
hati, Dibrugarh, Silchar'and Shillong, 
in 1948 now has about 200 branche.t 


in the Brahmaputra valley alone, and 
has been adding on an average of some 
25 brandies every year since 1978. 
Till the Janata Party canle to' pow¬ 
er in 1977. the RSS kept a low pi^ 
file all over the North-ea.st region, in¬ 
cluding Assam. “They would not 
even invite the Press to the various 
Jamboreelt and the camps they orga- 
msed”, recalls a veteran journalist 
jwho has'been tracking the Assam 
■scene for over two decades. 

With the coming to poigpr of the 
Janata Party in 1977, the RSS came 
into the open by bolding a series of 
training camps, expanding its shakh- 
as, and launching extensive campaig¬ 
ns to popularise its ideas and dreams. 
And, more significantly, it starteil 
taking the Press into its confidence. 
For instance, it made public a pro¬ 
ject it had started years ago in Arii- 
nachal and which had been a close¬ 
ly guarded secret till then. Called the 
^dal Experiment in Inter-state Liv¬ 
ing (SEIL). the project is meticulous¬ 
ly planned to effectively incoeliinate 
people into the RSS ideology. The 
sdicme is simple. Under the project, 
the RSS picks up small children aged 
between four and five years lioin 
poor families. The children are sent 
to Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh or 
other states where the RSS has u sig¬ 
nificant following and are placed in 
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In Assam, many people tell you in private conversation that 
the movement is not directed so much against the Bengali 
Hindus as against the Bengali Muslims. “We are not going to 
make any concessions in our demand for the screening and 
deportation of immigrants who entered the state between 
1961 and 1971", says an important adviser to AASU. Then 
with a wink he asserts that during this decade the influx has 
mostly been of Muslims. 

the cere of various families where 
they are educated sod cared for. This 
way after they have come of nge and 
been sufficiently indoctrinated they 
are transplanted in their original en- 

|||||B HE RSS has been tak- Hindus came or were coming to India 
ing an active interest in because conditions in Muslim-domina- 

■ the Assam agitation ever ted East Pakistan or Bangladesh 

■ since it began. Besides it were unbearable. If the RSS has not 
* baa also been trying to yet been able to take command of 


vironment. Arunadlal has been pick* 
ed for the experiment for the simple 
reason that it is one tribal IwH in the 
North-east where the Christian pene¬ 
tration is insiiniflcant. 

Even when the RSS set up its first 
branch in Siichar. it knew that com¬ 
munal divisions^in Assam would pro¬ 
vide certain advantaRes that no other 
state in India couid offer. The uomm-> 
unai politics of Assam has a 
long, complex and none-too-creditable 
record dating back to the iate 19th 
century. Successive governments ini¬ 
tially encouraged Muslim immigration 
for economic reasons and sub¬ 
sequently because the Muslims were 
viewed as a dependable vole bank. 
The RSS saw in the situation the ide¬ 
al conditions for testing the strength 
of its conrapts and thus Assam 
became tne guineaplg for experi¬ 
menting with a lethal idea. The 
RSS was also quick to rsalise that 
Assamese caste Hindus, who were the 
leaders of the community, resented 
the Muslim immigration as much as 
the RSS did, although their reasons 
were different. The Assamese caste 
Hindus felt that the Muslim immigra¬ 
tion threatened their economic and 
political supremacy and the RSS de¬ 
cided that this feeling of insecurity 
could be capitalised on. 

At the first hints of simmering dls- 
and long before the ' Assam 
■ff'‘«ipn acquired a dsflwte. shape, 
rte RSS chief Balasaheb Deoras de¬ 
cided that a visit to Assam was nece¬ 
ssary to boost RSS activities there, 
““red Assam extensively in March 
An Interesting fact is that d’ 
Ing this tour, he chose Nalbarl, a 
soioe 125 kmi south of 
Cauhati. as hit bast. It was here that 
g* *f*y6d with the father of HIranya 
Bbatuohaiya, a DIG'of tha BSF who 
for his inyolvemont In the Assam agi¬ 
tation had to bo shifted to an innocu- 
a latar^staM. More Im- 
Rdrtantttia fact that the Aiiafflose 
Hindus are predomiaant in 
d of the Assam 

ggiutlM leaders coma from that 
drM. Tan months after the do- 
partura M fieoraa, Nalbari was tlm 
I communal maiMcra 

k in whiCB Muslims were killed. 


covertly. It was the RSS general sec¬ 
retary Rajendra Singh who really 
aought to give the movement a com¬ 
munal turn when he suggested that 
the Muslim immigrants be driven out 
of Assam while pleading for the re¬ 
tention of Hindu immigrants on hu¬ 
manitarian grounds.That wasNovero 
per. But he was Just reiterating what 
Deoras had said when he visited Ass¬ 
am in June 1979—his Kicond visit to 
the state that .year. Addressing the 
closing ceremonies at an RSS camp 
in Gauhati oa June 29/30, the RSS 
chief argued that if ateps were not 
taken to dilute the Musl.m populati¬ 
on of the state, Hindus would be re¬ 
duced to a minority while the Mus¬ 
lims would take control of the state. 

Atal Beharl Vajpayee came to 
Gauhati in January and in his oon- 
versationa with a number of Assame¬ 
se citisens hi too appeared to share 
the views of Deoras and Rajendra 
Singh. Certainly a section of the elite 
was impressed since they too hold an 
identical view. In Assam, many peo¬ 
ple tell you in private conversation 
that the movement is not directed so 
much against the Bengali Hindus as 
it is against the Bengali Muslini.s. 
Even tne movemeiU leaders, the AA- 
SU are willing to let those people 
remain who entered the state prior 
to 1961. An important adviser to the 
AASU says that this .is because dur¬ 
ing that period the ihflbx has'large¬ 
ly been of the Bengali Hindus. “Wc 
do not mind them staying here. But 
we are not going to make any conces¬ 
sions In our demaod for the saccn- 
Ing and the deportation of immigran¬ 
ts who entered the state between 
1861 and 1971*’. he explaina. Then 
with a wink he assorts that during 
the decade in question the influx has 
mostly been of Muslims. 

Apparently, the RSS has been able 
to gain oooiidorable support in the 
moveimcyt because of its thesis that' 
the IfuiUms are bad and the Hindus 
are good and so the Muslims must be 
driven out, This is being rationallied 
by the argument that it was the Mus¬ 
lims who bad opted for partition and 
hence th«.Y have no moral Ju.stiflcatf- 
on to settle in Indio, whereas the 


movement itself is divided into three 
distinct trends. 

There is one trend whidi subscrib¬ 
es to the RSS thesis, but this is a 
minority group. So too the people 
who think that the only solution to 
Assam’s problems is to drive out all 
Bengalis, irrespective of their religious 
Inclinations. In fact, these two trends 
are at loggerheads with each other. 
At Ulubari, a poster has am>eareid 
saying ’’Down with the RSS’’ under 
the signature of the Purbandialiya 
Loka Parishad. Whether the poster is 
authentic or not, the faoi: remains 
that many people think the RSS mo¬ 
tives are suspect insofar as it pleads 
for the retention of the immigrant 
Hindu population. 

The dominant trend however Is 
against aiu communal distinctions in 
the identification of the ‘‘foreigners*’. 
“A foreigner is a foreigner whether 
he is a Hindu or a Muslim”, says an 
AASU leader. This is one reason why 
the RSS has' not been able to bold 
complete sway over the move¬ 
ment although its influence is 
still significant. For instance, maav- 
AASU volunteers appear to be follow¬ 
ing the system and commands of tli 
RSS. If the Government information 
is oorreot, then the organisers of tiie 
AASU volunteer force approached 
the RSS for instructors to train the 
volunteers. The RSS instead suggested 
that the AASU volunteers train along 
with RSS swayamsevaks at the RSS 
akharas. Although the AASU decUa- 
ed the offer, it is organising its vol¬ 
untary force on the same rigid lines 
of discipline as advocated by the RSS. 

This may not necessarily stem 
from the fact that the AASU believ¬ 
es in tho RSS ideology. More likelv. 
they find tho RSS system most effec¬ 
tive. Besides, since the people of 
AsMm have thoroughly and ponciu- 
(lively rejected all the eetebUihed 
political Parties, the RSS offers some 
kind of en alteraetive to e society 
divided Utterly along communal Un- 
ei. After all, the basic fear, of the 
Assamese pMple is that they ere 
going to be jwamped by the Mn- 
Assamese. The RSS strategy is to 
exploit that fear in order to expend,^ 



AASU prepares for battle 


G 'AMOCHA literally means 
a doth to wipe your body 
with, which it is. In 
Assam, however, it is 
Jmore than that. Onlv 
those dearly loved are offered a 
gamocha, a piece of handspun white 
cloth with red margins: the Assa¬ 
mese exchange it ritually among 
themselves at the Bthu festival that 
ushers in the Assamese new year. 
It has now also become the symbol 
of defiance. The boys and the girls 
who arc the members of the AASU 
Swechchshebi Bahini, the volunteer 
force, who troop to every conceivable 
vacant iot every morning at six sharp 
for their daUy drills all wear a 
gamocha tied around their waists. 

1hc AASU first promoted the idea 
of a volunteer force in February. “Our 
struggle," the AASU secretary Bhrigu 
Phukan said, “Is going to be a long 
drawn affair, with the government 
hardly in a mood to accommodate". To 
sustain this struggle, the volunteer 
force was mooted. “We must get our¬ 
selves organised, for the people inimi¬ 
cal to Assam are also organising 
themselves to fight us". This is the 
rationale for raising the volunteer 
force. Arcording to Prafullla Mahanta 
and Bharat Narah, the president and 
the acting general secretary of the 
AASU. the Bangladeshis have been* 
receiving arms training with the help 
of some legislators, political parties 
and also with encouragement from 
some government officials. “We con¬ 
stituted the force to protect and de¬ 
fend the Indian nationals from the 
onslaught of the foreigners. How can 
this be an offence in the eves of law?" 
they ask. 

The tasks allotted to the force are: 
preserving communal harmony; safe- 
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guarding the economic interests of 
Assam; monitoring transfers and ap¬ 
pointments; defending the culture 
and the values of the Assamese; iden¬ 
tifying the enemies of Assam and 
resisting theif conspiracies; fighting 
anti-social activities; ensuring self- 
reliance; assisting the gpvemment in 
the task of identification of foreigners 
and preventing encroadhment on gov¬ 
ernment land; collecting various kinds 
of data and evidence for the AASU; 
and, elevating the moral standards of 
the students. A taB order. 

Alinough the idea was conceived 
in tebruary it actually took hrni 
siiape by tne end ot May. Oti May 30, 
wun a tot ot fanfare, toe birtn ot this < 
organisation was celebrated in Gau- 
baii. itie person in cnarge of tnis 
orgaiiisution is Juynatb bnarma, a 
student activist from Mangaiaai, who 
has been aesignated the convenor of 
toe organisation. But, even betore the 
organisation touid get going, tbe go¬ 
vernment came down neavily on it, 
especially in the areas considered 
sensitive. The drills were banned in 
toe districts of bibsagar, Uibrugarta, 
Uarrang, Go;iupara and the hill dis¬ 
trict ot Karbi Angiong. A warrant 
was issued against tibarma, forcing 
him to tbe underground. 

On the face of it the volunteer 
force looks harmless. A little physi¬ 
cal exercise by unarmed groups of 
people laged between 15 and 35) 
couid hardly be the cause of serious 
alarm. But, obviously, the government 
thinks that there may be other moti¬ 
ves behind raising the force. Espe- 
cialfly because the people in command 
arc among the more militant mem¬ 
bers of tne AASU. Qne enthusiastic 
campaigner for the force is Ueb 












Dutui, tlie wa-in^aw of Nibaraa 
Bora, the acknowledged apokesman of 
the militant view point. Further, even 
if tlw force is harmless today, the 
government is indined to feel that 
such dribs can set off a chain reaction 
impairing communal harmony and 
aggravating existing tensions. “What 
if other linguistic or minority groups 
deckle to raise the force, we cannot 
possibly deny it to the others,” says 
a government' official. His argument 
is that raising of the force is bound 
to create suspidons and misgivings 
among other communal groups, thus 
spurring them to reactions that can 
lead to serious trouble. 

But perhaps the more compelling 
reason for the government to look at 
the volunteer force with misgivings 
is the disturbing report that some' 
highly professional people are behind 
the move. Two names that are being 
mentioned in this context are: Debi 
Kakati, a former DIG Assam po¬ 
lice, and a former SP, N. Chongkakati 
(whom Bhatnagar Commission held 
to be an extremely communal officer 
for his role as the SP, Oibrugarh, 
during the language riots of 1872). 
Kakati had failed to become the IG 
of Police although when he retired 
he was the senior-most police officer 
in the state. Kakati has bad some 
experience in this area. He was acti¬ 
vely associated with the raising of 
the Special Security Border (SSB) in 
Assam after the Sino-lndian war in 
1962. The organisational structure and 
the training schedule of the AASU 
volunteer force are very similar to 
that of the SSB, quite a few trainers 
have been in fact, borrowed from the 
SSB. Not only the SSB people, but 
also a large number of retired army 
and police personnel are involved in 
the training programmes. We asked 
an instructor supervising the drills at 
the lawns of the B. Baruah College, 
near the Gauhati stadium.—“What 
commands do you use?” Pat came 
the reply. “The Army command”. One 
can also detect that some of the 
patterns are identical to those used 
in the RSS drills. The volunteer force 
is being sought to be raised with the 
RSS psychology and paramilitary dis¬ 
cipline. There are even evening da- 
sses to train the girls in nursing and 
first aid. “My motherland must be 
freed from the foreigners”, one re¬ 
cent drcular of the AASU voluntMr 
force says. The note of militancy in 
it can hardly escape notice. 

Of more concern are the repmts 
that the extremist hardliners in the 
movement, unlike the AASU, are 
raising armed underground squads. 
The Jatiyatabadi Yuba CSiattra Parl- 
diad is playing the ieading role in 
organising such squads. One of its 
leaders. Prabin Gogoi, is on record as 
saying that "village organisations 
exist” to preserve the identity of the 
Assamese and to "protect” land from 
«)€ foreigners and to resist a crack¬ 
down. Even the AASU is suspidous 
of such underground vigilantes. Is it 
possible that they are being organi¬ 
sed to undermine the AASU? The 
question assumes particular relevance 
now that the Assam movement is 
clegrly split between the 'doves’ and 
the ‘hawks’. 


'My failures in the poll 
have not decreased 
my faith in the people' 



words in 
published 


GAUHATI was once the 
base camp for the battle 
of Saraighat. It is again 
turning to be one”. When 
Nibaran Bora wrote these 
a series of three artides 


__in three successive issues 

of an Assamese weekly Nagarik in 
December 1977 nobody took notice 
of it. Two and a half years later the 
article. entitled “Islamabad vs 
Dacca : Delhi vs Dispur,” has be¬ 
come the theoretical basis for the 
secessionist demands of the extrem¬ 
ists in the current Assamese agita- 
tion. 

Nibaran Bora, son of a police offi¬ 
cer, never looked like a winner. 
From panchayat to the Parliament, 
be lost all the elections he fought, 
most of them miserably. He even 
lost in the anti-Ckingress wave of the 
1977 Assembly polls. With It be lost 
his faith in the electoral process and 
came out with his highly explosive 
thesis which, in a nutshell, is: Assam 
bad always been independent till the 
Burmese occupation in 1820. Six 
years later the Burmese sold the 
Ahoins to the British. Since then 
the story of Assam is the story of 
reckless exploitation, first by the 
British and then by New Delhi. They 
brought in the outsiders — Bengalis, 
Biharis. Nepalis — to man the admi- 
ni.slration. the tea-estates, every nook 
and cranny that held long-term ex¬ 
ploitative potential. Now, the out¬ 
siders dominating the economy are 
poised tq assume political control 
as well. 

He can now afford to sm le, for 
he k> the hero of those who believe 
tiieir salvation is in secession. 
Waat kind of man is he? How does 
his mind work? What made him 
reject the parfiamentairy politicsi? 
f ur answers, here is a profile of 
Nibaran Bora, wfitten by Bora him- 
seif: 


During my childhood Ithe image 
of my father as a very unusually 
successful police officer impressed 
me deeply. In 1931. 1 carried a 
second impression in that in a> direct 
cuafrontalion with his personality 
be seemed weaker to Karmabir 
Nabiii Burduloi. The image of Sri 
Gupinatli Bordoloi in 1941 again cast 
a deep impression. I watched him 
offering individual satyagraha which 
in 1947 inspired me to organise the. 
rclincry struggle. The student 
movement of 1941 finally shaped mv 
inward resolution of being a police 
officer in the image of my father. 
An accidental roadside meeting with 
Tyagbir Hem Chandra Barua on the 
August 9; 1942 impelled me to leave 
the guise of a businessman which I 
wa.s then dressed in. I took many 


decisions. 1 was led to violent acti¬ 
vities. I was inspired in this. I 
had the delight of setting fire to a 
whole American Military Camp at 
Pandu. Placing dielaiycd-action time 
bombs in the Collon College. Ihe 
movement caused strained relations 
at home. I left for an unknown des¬ 
tination — Calcutta, Benaras and 
later f reached L^ore. 1 joined 
the Punjab University. I had to 
manage my own finances. 1 entered 
a commercial firm, B. K. Herman & 
Co Ltd Two year later I came 
back, engaged myself with Students’ 
Congress and the Congress. I was 
busy with trade union aotivities in 

1946 itself. For leading strikes in May 

1947 at the Teen Aii Tea Estate. I was 
arrested on August 15, 1947 the day of 
Indian Independence, while 1 was still 

member of the Indian National 
Congress. This made me bitter. I 
had been a member of the Congress 
Socialist Party. I left the Congress 
earlier and then the CSP. 1 remem¬ 
ber the association of the Worker ot 
the Assam Transport for whose 
cooperation and courage it became 
possible for the state of Assam to 
nationalise road transport before 
any other state in the Indian Union. 
Mv association with labour and 
trade unions increased. Within a| 
short time I canie to be associated 
with the railway trade union being 
at that time of the six important 
trade unioniste in India extending 
from AS’.am to Izzatnagad in UP. I 
am deeply grateful to the Indian 
Railwavs and the railwaymen who 
gave inc an opportunity to know 
the railwavs, mv country and my 
people in a way, more vivid, than 
any other organisation could have 
offered me. 

The refinery satyggraha in 1957 
gave me a new insight into the 
choraoier trf the village youtlg. I 
have hesitated, always, to reasses the 
situation of 1960 but 1 have certain 
assessments which 1 have a feeling I 
must write (or the comments of men 
wiser than me. My many failures at 
the polls have not decreased my faith 
in the people but it has certainly 
shaken mv faith in the leaders, and 
the current state of politics. Since 
1962, I have develop^ differences ' 
with mv political friends, mv family 
and invited misery upon myself. Mv ; 
long association with trade unions 
and the present role of trade unions . 
hove given me an opportunity for 
serious rethinking in the matter. I 
want to write and invite controver.sv • 
on my assessment of the political 
activities of the last decade. I have 
a belief. that this will help me and 1 
help the young generation to make a I 
Tcassessfncnt of their political ciders, i 
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The persecuted 


Thera is social ostracisation, reports SUBIR ROY 



E UR movement is. peace¬ 
ful, democratic and non- 
vkslent, say tiie ' Assa- 
nveae. Maybe. But what 
is the fate of those 
Assamese who have serious theo¬ 
retical reservations about the 
movement and are courageou.s 
enough to say so openly? Is the 
movement conSdent enough to to¬ 
lerate their dissent ? Or is this 
miniscule group of cohscientJous 
objectors being ostracised and 
persecuted 7 

Dr Puma Sharma; at 41 he is a 
alck man. The illness had been de¬ 
tected a month back—an enlarged 
heart, high blood pressure and 
cholesterol. He looked a little 
dazed and, apologising for his 
frail voice, said that he was not al¬ 
ways like this. We huddled to- 

« ether' in one corner of the room 
> hear him tell his story. He had 
been a student of Gauhati Univer¬ 
sity and later obtained a doctorate 
from imperial College, London; he 
was now with the chemistry 
faculty. In early 197J he. was elec¬ 
ted president of the Gauhati Uni¬ 
versity Teachers' Association 
(GUTA) for the next one-year 
term. Til) then he had been a 
very popular man on the campus. 
The brightest feather in his cap 
was the report of the enquiry com¬ 
mission headed by Justice B.N. 
Shkrma which probed the affairs of 
the university during ’78-'7>. The 
commlssion'K findings on the 
charges of corruption, mismanage¬ 
ment, and iri'cttulsrity in the affairs 
of the untverHity caused the vice- 
chancellor, rogistrer and controller 
of examinations to resign. And it 
was ^rna Shsrma who, as spokes¬ 


man of the GUTA at the commis¬ 
sion's hearings, had relentlesaly 
ft]^ht to nail the culprits. 

Then came the agitation in 
Assam. In September last year, 
the GUTA came under tremendous 
pressure from the Qana Sangram 
Parishad to form a sangram samitl 
in the university. Many teachers 
had serious reservations about the 
movement as it was then being 
conducted. The GUTA formulated 
its stand at a general body meeting 
on September 24. It decided 
against forming a samit. in the 
university but expressed itself 
against foreign nationals. The 
Post Graduate Students' Union 
called a meeting on November 12 
at which it invited representatives 
from the various associations. The 
issue to be resolved was whether 
to have a sangram samitl in the 
university or (not. When Puma 
Sham, .onveyed the decision of 
his general body, there was an up¬ 
roar. About 20 students encircled 
him on the dais, shouted abuses 
and threw chairs and the micro¬ 
phone stand at him. He was dazed. 
Some teachers and students cime 
to his rescue and carried him 
away. The next day he leslgned 
as president of GUTA but was per¬ 
suaded by his colleagues to com¬ 
plete. his term. Since then Dr 
Bharma has been ostracised. Only 
a few of his friends drop in on 
him. The ostracism extends to his- 
family also. They are taunted on 
the roads. A few days ago some 
repair work was done at Dr 
Sharma’s residence at the univer¬ 
sity campus. The next morning he 
found that someone had scrawled 
on the soft cement work ‘Bangali, 
CPM'. 

Dr Sharma's health may have- 
broken down under the tension 
but another man in a similar posi¬ 
tion who seems to be truly indo¬ 
mitable is Hiren Gohain. 5'air, 
bespectacled and with a Trotskylte 
ijsewd. he impresses unmeu.ately 
with hla clarity of perception. Eiu- 
cated at Presidency College, Cal¬ 
cutta, Delhi University and Cam¬ 
bridge, Or Gohain atarted develop¬ 
ing a personal Ideological itand- 



faculty of Gauhati University, mth 
time ne slowly proved himself to 
be one of those public eplrited in- 
fUviduale who, while not being po- 
IHlciens, feel lo moved by certain 
issues that they are compelled to 
take t public stand on them. Be 
did this first in 1971 when there 
wsi an incident in Lumdlng in 
which an Aasamese cultural troupe 
was reportedly manhandled oy 


Nirupama Bargohain 


Bengalis. He went around Gauhati 
in the night with a public address 
system exhorting the people to 
abjure communal violence. He 
thought that an individual could 
and should do somethlnje to pre¬ 
serve public sanity, 'fhen came 
the 'medium of Instruction’ move¬ 
ment of 1972 when he distributed 
leaflets and was mobbed. He waged 
his battle through the columns of 
Natun Prithibi which he then 
edited. 

Dr Gohain first came into public 
conflict with the current movement 
at a meeting on the university 
campus held on November 13 to 
condemn the attack on Dr Sharma. 
When he rose to speak, he was 
shouted at and gheraoed. From 
then on, he has been condemned at 
public meetinge and people have 
been exhorted not to buy and read 
Kalakhar which he now edits. He 
and his family are under social 
boycott and whenever he goes out 
he is afraid of being attacked. The 
torchlight procession that was tak¬ 
en out recently stopped before his 
house and those of some of his col¬ 
leagues of similar persuasion, and 
slogaoB were railed against them. 
Something of Dr Oohain's attitude 
is revealed In the Incident near 
Psnbaur In early April. Because 
of the many threats to his sisls- 
tants he took it upon himself to dia. 
tribute his paper. Passing groups 
Josred et him end when liter no 
end ■ friend wore walklhg over 
the nearby rallwey bridge, three 
leering youths followed them and 
k^t up e barrage of insults, Ke 
couldn't take it anymore end burst 
outt "lliese people want to run 
the country but they don't know 
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bow to bohave oq th« street”. They 
rtnnfc away. In early April, on his 
way to cAiUtta to attend a srm nar 
on the Assam problem, he was 
met at Oauhati airport by about 
a dozen youths who told him 
very politely but firmly to speak 
up for the cause of Assam. He 
Had the clear feeling of being 
threatened. On his return there 
was a flood of letters in the local 
Press exaggerating and misrepres¬ 
enting what he had said in Cal¬ 
cutta. The most touching is the re¬ 
action of his six-year-old daughter. 
Before a v^iting friend recently 
she burst into tears and said she 
didn’t like it anymore in Gauhatl 
and could they go away somewhere 
else please? Perhaps that would 
have had spared Gobain the 
physical injuries he suffered when 
goons assaulted him on June 6 at a 
busy street intersection at Chand- 
jnari to broad daylight. Badly 
beaten, Gohain is now lying in a 
hospital bed. 

Hiren Gohain still has his job. 
But the same caimot be said of 
Nirupama Bargohain, a noted Assa¬ 
mese prose writer and tUl recently . 
assistant editor of the weekly 
Neelachal. In January she went to 
the riot torn areas of Naibari in 
Kamrup ditsirc^ as a representa¬ 
tive of the National Federation of 
(ndian Women, to investigate the 
atrocities that had allegedly been 
committed on women by the army. 
On her w^ back she ran into a 
group of Gauhati IMedicf.! College 
students and a^ked them if they 
had been to a particular refugee 
camp. They said that they had not 
and didn’t care because at that 
camp there were only Bangla¬ 
deshis. She was shocked and re¬ 
minded them of their Hypocrates 
oath. This didn’t endear her to 
them. Soon they caught up with 
her and publicly abused and insult¬ 
ed her in the bus back to Gauhati. 
The next day at a public meeting 
in Gauhati organised to condemn 
the atrocities on women, chaired 
jby another litamtteur^ NSitmal- 
p tibha Bardolol, the army was not 
'the only target of attack. The 
iMedkal CoUege Union general 
secretary alleged that Nirupama 
Bargohain had gone to Naibari to 
help the Ban^adeshis. Immedi¬ 
ately she became another hate ob¬ 
ject of the agitation. 

More was to follow. While she 
was in Naibari, her employer, the 
editor-proprietor of Neelachal, Mr 
Munin Duttabs^a, was also in the 
area seeing things for himself. He 
objected to her being In NalbarL 
Besides, he said, the management 
took a very dim view of her atti¬ 
tude towards the movement, which 
was ‘tarnishing’ the image of the 
paper. Soon a show cause notice 
arrived and after two months of 
letters her services were t«minat- 
ed. Neither the National Union of 
Journalists of which she was a 
member, nor the Assam Journalists' 
Associatton has done anything to 





help her get beck her job. In 
February in articles in Ka\ikhar 
she narrated her findings in 
Naibari. 

From September Nirupama Bar¬ 
gohain had started having serious 
doubts about the ecects of the 
movement on Assamese society. In 
a way she was prophetic. In Nov¬ 
ember she wrote a short stoiy dra¬ 
matising a communal conflict re¬ 
sulting from the movement. Pra- 
kash, brought out by the Assam 
Publications Board, turned it down. 
This was a rather novel experience 
for her. Usually people came to 
her for her pieces. In- late April 
history was vindicating her predk-’ 
tions. Today, she gets outrage¬ 
ously abusive maU. Friends do not 
Invite her to marriages any more. 
Her elder son, who used to have 
many friends, is now jeered at 
when ne goes out. The last straw 
has been a visit from her publish¬ 
er, who was hoping that he; latest 
book would do very well. But now 
disaster stares him in the face: 


Dr Htren Gohain 



many booluMleira say that they 
will not stock her book. 

Homen Bargohain is, in a way, a 
bit luckier than the others al¬ 
though he too is an outcast in 
Assam because does not support 
the agitations. *T am not gregari¬ 
ous by natune,” he says. So the 
social boycott does not really aflect 
him. His personal war began, 
when be wrote two articles in 
November in Nagarik, which he 
edits, arguing against the current 
agitation. Uis paper has been burnt 
several times m U.brugarh and 
Kami'up districts. News agents all 
over are under considerable pres¬ 
sure not to stock Naparik. Threat¬ 
ening letters and abusive telephone 
calls are routine now. He was-for¬ 
merly editor of Neelachal but quit 
over di^rences with the family 
which owned the paper, the Dutta- 
baruas. He looks remarkably 
spngntly for his 48 years. He could 
not express himself freely earlier 
in life in print as till 1869, he was 
a member of the Assam Civil Ser¬ 
vices. Even then he fell foul of 
the depaitmental authorities when 
in 1960 he wrote a letter in Assam 
Tribune on the agitation then 
sweeping the state. As sub-deputy 
collector of Chhaiygaon in Kamrup 
district {|t the tune he had the ex¬ 
perience of dealing with the death 
of seven people in a carnage near 
his house. Originally a behever in 
the liberal ethics, he feels that the- 
mainstieam of our national politics, 
has come to a dead end. There¬ 
fore, one can no longer ignore the 
role Marxism can play in the pres¬ 
ent context, he feels. 

Even people like Syed Abdul 
Malek, a former president of the 
Asom Sahitya Sabha (a constitu¬ 
ent of the GSP) and the most po¬ 
pular Assamese short story writer 
today, are not sacrosanct. On 
May 5, a group of young men sur¬ 
rounded Malek, who is a Muslim, 
at the bus stand in Sibsagar de¬ 
manding an explanation for his as¬ 
sociation with the Ail Assam Mino¬ 
rities Students’ Union. “But, I have 
nothing to do with either the mi¬ 
nority or the majority students’ 
union’’, a puzzled Malek replied. 
The youths, however, contested his 
Vextsion rather aggresafively. ‘We 
know you came here to organise 
the AAMSU”, they said. Then 
they pulled out a sheet of paper 
and asked Malek to sign it. “You 
must sign this statement condemn¬ 
ing the AAMSU’’, they insisted. 
They would not let him board the 
(bus till he oomplied. “Finally, 
they let me go, after I yielded", 
says Malek. 

MaJlek was not con»’4eied im¬ 
portant enough to be invited to this 
year’s conference of the Asom 
Sahitya Sabha. Not only that, a. 
number of speakers at that con¬ 
ference spoke critically about 
Malek, drawing applause. i 

Incidentally, Maliek is a Rajya Sa- | 
bha MP. 
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What are Assam’s 
politicians doing now! 


R JOGENDRA NATH 
HAZARIKA, who headed 
the state’s SflKiay Asom 
Janata Dal coalition 
when the legislature was 
being sent into animated suspension, 
still lives in the Chief Minister’s offi¬ 
cial residence at Dispur. But he no 
longer cherishes his earlier hope that 
the legislature will resukitatetd 
and be will regain his “status quo 
ante’’. 

Put up in a cushy ministerial 
bungalow by virtue of his being the 
exposition leader of the legislature, 
the earlier Chief Minister, Mr Golop 
Barbora (Janata), is living very uiir 
comfortably. After his unceremonious 
departure on September 4, 1979, he 
refused for some time to vacate 
the CM’S residence, whidi he had re 
novated suitably. And, even after 
moving to his present residence, h. 
was still hopeful. His JLP was still 
the single largest Party in the legis¬ 
lature and it seemed that it would re¬ 
gain the support of some other 
Parties by adroit manoeuvring. That 
hope did not desert him even after 
imposition of President’s Rule, since 
some legislature groups, in their 
anxiety to restore a democratic 
Government in the state, were striv¬ 
ing for a Janata-Congres8(U)-Lok 
Dal coalition Ministry. But all those 
hopes have since vanished and, let 
alone the one-time Ministry-makers, 
even his own coUeaguea in the JLP 
(number reduced from 61 to 29) 
seldom meet him nowadays. 

Another loner is Mr Sarat Chandra 
Sinha of the Congress(U), Mr Bar^ 
bora’s predecessor both as Chief 
Minister and opposition leader. 
Populist, sagacious and regai’deid as 
the most vlvadous among the pre¬ 
sent politicians of the state, Mr 
Sinha, also a member of bia Pnrty's 
central working committee, is almost 
alone now even within his Party. 
Some of his close colleagues in the 
APCC and the CU* have already siic- 
rumbed to the new Indira wave and, 
among those who have not, many are 
not in the Congress(U). Wearing his 
old, unkempt, man-of-the-masses Took, 
Mr Sinha ruefully said; “1 have not 
visited the countryside for a long 
time.’’ Because he has nothing to 
tell the people. The Prime Minister 
did not give in to his request to pub¬ 
lish a "white paper’’, defining a 
“foreigner’’ and quoting atfual 
figures of detection and deportation 
of infiltrators since Ind.pendenci. He 
himself worked out these figures 
from Government and other reUable 
documents and wanted to get them 
publicised both within and outaide 
Assam. But his compatriots in oth.r 
Parties, especially the Janata, have 
not favoured the proposal, shuddering 
at the possible reaction it may evoke 
irom supporters of the agitation. 

Among the other nationiil Parties, 
even the CPl(M), which made its 
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By PRADEEP DASGUPTA 

debut in the state legislature follow¬ 
ing the 1978 elections with 11 mem¬ 
bers is now in deep freeze. Like any 
other .political Party in the-ttater- 
Janata, the two Congresses or the 
CPI—it has lost its contacts with 
the people in the fields and factorise 
as well as with the students. 

What Is troubling the poUticai 
Parties is the state ? Reacting to 
Joint appeal made to them by some 
central political leadem on‘May 31, 
1980 to call off the current agitatioa 
on the foreign nationals ieiue, the 
agitation leaders (AASU and 
AAOSP) said: “These Parties have 
no relevance to Assam’’ adding that 
the “main opposition Parties” dtJ 
not attend the conferuice of May 31, 
convened by the Prime Minister. The 
Bharatiya Janata Party President, M 
Atal BsihuI Vajpayse, in on intsrview 
had aaid that no Party In Aiasm 
could provide a solution to the 
foreignen problem as all those poli¬ 
tical Parties “have become irrele¬ 
vant”. Asid these political Parties, 
he pointed out, included the Janata. 
One, fanwever, knows that though the 
BJP is yet to get a firm foothold in 
Assam, some of its promoters in the 
state are frequently seen with the 
RSS, who are not ‘‘irrelevant” to the 
current Assam agitation postihly be¬ 
cause they do not constitute a “poli¬ 
tical Party”. 

Leaders of some of the regional 
Parties, vrtio now lead the ’apolitical’ 
AAGSP, had declared that the 
nathmal Parties in Assam were “irre¬ 
levant” long ago. Mr Nibaran Bora 
left the Sodaliat Party and formed 
his Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad in 
1977. It was, therefore, in the fitness 
of things that his Party first started 
debunking the political Parties as “ir¬ 
relevant” in the context of Assam’s— 
and the whole of the north-eastern re¬ 
gion’s—struggle for preservation of 
Its sodo-cuHurol entity. And, Mr 
Bora’s view was borrowed by all 
other Parties spearheading the cur¬ 
rent movement—^AASU. Asom Jati- 
yatabadi Dal, Asom Sahitya Sabba, 
and so on—after they collectively 
formed the cartel known as the All- 
Assam Gana Saogram Paririiad 
(AAGSP) foUowLng a day-hmg mass 
rally at Ganhati in mid-November 
im. 

And, curiously, even some leaders 
of th« national Parties tell in line 
with* the AAGSP’s charade. In a 
symposium held on the Ganhati Uni¬ 
versity campus on December 2, 1979. 
leaders of the Janata, the CPI and 
the RCPI echoed the views of the 
spokesmen of the PLP and Jatiyata- 
badi Dal that the Lok Satoa poU 
should be postponed in Assam pend¬ 
ing the settlement of the foreign 
nationals issue. The JLP held a 12- 
hour “hunger strike” in front of the 


state secretariat at Dispur on 
December 30 against “non-postpone- 
ment” of the Lok Sabha eleotkms in 
Ocfaar district. Nevertheless^ tiie 
Janata Party did take part in-the elec¬ 
tion in that district 
Mr Y. B. Chavan, then Rome 
Minister in the caretaker Union. 
Government, held a round-table con¬ 
ference on Assam in New Delhi on 
November 28. 1878. The oonferenoe 
oopdlided that thp Lok Sabha poll 
should be held In the State. 

On Deoamher Id. l97^ Mr Nffiaran 
Bora asked ell the MLAs and the 
Rajya Sabha members from Assam to 
rerign "in public intereat”. He eald 
that oinoe .no political Parties could 
fubmit ^nominraons for the Lok 
Sabha poll owing to the people’s 
objection, the leMlators did not have 
the ‘locus standi'^ to retain their seats. 
Further, he argued, “the present eet 
of leglsletorr'weic elected on the 
basis of the 1977 ekctoral rolls, 
which have contained 13 lakh 
foreUners”. On Decamber 26, 1979. 
the PLP in a otatement condemned 
the legislators’ efforts to “form e new 
Government and share power”. It- 
blamed Messrs Devekanta Boroqeh. 
Saret Sinha and Bedabrata Bania“for 
the presenf state of affairs” in Assam. 

The activities of most of the 
national Parties in recent times being 
election-oriented, one'is not surprised 
whm a Janata leader in Assam nys 
that no poUtkal mgrenune will be 
workable unleas the foreigners issue 
is settled in terms of the Constitu¬ 
tion end existing laws or, in other 
words, precisely on the lines pro- 
poundea by the AASU and the 
AAGSP. But the Janata cannot Join 
the movement or the AAGSP band¬ 
wagon publidy 'because, apart from 
being a national Party, it has also to 
take into account the fact that not all 
those voters, whose faoes look like 
foreigners’, may really prove to be so. 

Virtually alienated from the people 
due to the loss of contact, the 
national Parties In Assam these days 
function through Issuance of state- 
menta One such atatemmit, issued 
on June 4 by the CPI’s state secre¬ 
tary, Mr Fromode Gogcri, indicates 
why they are inactive. Mr Gogol said 
that “from the very outset of the 
current agitatfcm, diere was con¬ 
tinuous attacks directed against toH- 
tksl Parties, particularly the CPI. 
the Cn(M) and other Left Parties”. 
And, in recent times at several placet 
“the workers of the CPI end its mass 
wgsalMtions vsore assan^tad end 
humiliated In various ways”. In some 
pieces, he says, offices of the Parly, 
mies of its weakly organ and other 
documenta “ham heM burnt”. But 
on the sune day, the AAGSP M e 
■Utement. alloged that thg Con- 
grosa(I) and the Left Pai^ ww« 
Playing a communal. role In Assam.' 
"tiireatening the aguKtU oonunnnal 
hgimonr In the Stiff*”. 







The movement and the media 


May 16. Mr. Jatin 
Soswami, convenor of 
the* All-Assam Gana 
SangMm Pari shad 
(AAGSP), entreated Mr 
SiddharaJ Ohadha of Acharya, 
Vinoba Bhave’s Sarva Seva San- 


gha ■' "Please give wide publicity 
to our current problem. Send 
Vinobaji once to Assam". Realis¬ 
ing the need for favourable publi¬ 
city, the leaders of the movement 
were anxious for respected voices 
on their side. On May 9. a cam¬ 
paign was launched to explain 
what the movement was about. 


Spokesmen went to different pasts 
of the country to project the 
movement's viewpoint in other 
states. The Asom Sahitya Sabha, a 
component of AAGSP, had publish¬ 
ed a handbook on Assam's culture 
and traditions ’In the early part of 
May and, before the month was 
out, several batches of university 
and college teachers, lawyers and 
students, equipped with this book 
and a plethora of other literature 
on the movement, fanned out in 


southern, western and northern re¬ 
gions of the country. 

Never has Assam hit the head¬ 


lines of national and international 
newspapers and magazines as dur¬ 
ing the post few months. Never 



AASU”, which fact, they said, "the ^ 
whole country should take note of 
and the people of Assam "should 
be vigilant" about. On May 13, a 
call was given by these leaders to 
boycott AIR. And, between May 
21 and 29, wh«i the government 
and semi-government employees 
had been asked to stage a “non- 
co-operation movement”, AASU 
and AAGSP volunteers came out in 
scores to picket at the gates of Gau- 
hati AIR round the clock. Casual 
artistes apart, even some of AIR 
sta|f members joined the picketing, 
leaving only a skeleton staff to 
keep the station alive. It is diffi¬ 
cult to say if even a skeleton staff 
could have been available to help 
the Gauhati station remain on the ', 
air had not the Director-General of i 
AIR, Mr. Ubedul Latif Barua {who, 
incidentally, comes from Assam), 
visi,tcd his native state twice in 
April and once on the eve of the 
non-cooperation movement to 
personally organise things. He had 
also deputed some Assamese mem¬ 
bers of his New Delhi staff to Gau¬ 
hati to asst.st the loyal employees. 

The earlier state administration, 
immediately following imposition 
of President’.s Rule, was allegedly 
complaisant towards the agitation. 

However, all thi.s was not to be 


before have so many reporters, being published directly by the under President's Rule. The offl- 

photographers and ob.scrvcrs from ^nsors of the movement: cials, who came to Assam 

far and wide come to Assam “to Samanway by AASU, Mukttdut by to govern the state as advi^- 

visit this forgotten land” as a sup- Asom Jatiyatabadi Dal, Istohar by ers to the Governor, stalled the 

{loricr of the movement told me. a group of intellectuals and printing and circulation of these 

Ncwsmagazijn«.s have written Karmayogi by the co-ordination material on the Gdvernment ac- 

cover story after cover story; each committee of government and non- count. And when Mr H. C. Sarin 

day’s newspapers and radio have government employees. was appointed as principal adviser 

retiorted or analysed some aspect It is a fact that the Assam to the Governor, he brought with 
of the agitation. "Thus’, a friend movement did not hanker after bim .Mr Amrita Mehta, a former 

who is in the moVempnt points out, much publicity oui^de the state special correspondent of AIR, to 

“Assam's long cherished passion to until recently. In fact, they seem- after the state publicity de- 

be heard by the rest of the coun- ed interested only in Assamese partment. Mr Mehta, it appears, is 

try, which was definitely a factor media. Even today, the statements moving slowly and steadily without 

behind the building-up of the agi- issued daily by the leaders of the desiring to publicise his strategy, 

tation, is being satiated in ample movement, whether in AASU or what is known is that during 

measure". One has only to visit AAGSP, are not distributed to the bis recent visit to New Delhi, he 

the newsstands at Gauhati or any- reporters representing non-Assa- his old “friends" in different 

where else to see this. In Assam mese newspapers. Nor are newspaper organisations and talked 
itself, media is booming. Not only “foreign" journalists invited to 'o other journalists from outside, 

have the circulations of Assam- Press conferences. Though the who visited Dispur during the past 

based newspapers and magazines movement is nearly a year old, it ^^w weeks. Wlut is seen is that ’ 

increased within and outside the came into national focus about Hie Government Press notes, 

state, but those of papers and eight months ago. During the earli- though fewer in number and thin- 

maga7.me.s coming from outside er period, the purpose of AASU and in contents these days, have 

have also risen astronomically. its co-sponsors like PLP, Asom changed. Also, one of the' three 

Within the state, the movement Jatiyatabadi Dal, etc., was clearly advi^rs to the Governor briefs 

has spawned a spate of “Pravdas”. to spread die message among the Hte Press every afternoon on the 

Even the Assam Tribune group of people of the state through the situation in Assam. If one reads 

newspapers, which seldom these local Press and the local stations these reports in the morning news- 

days publishes any news other of All India Radio. AIR, Gauhati, papers along with the daily state- 

than that which supports the had been rendering such useful ments issued by the movement 

movement, cannot compete with service to the movement that when leaders, one can have a fair idea 

the periodicals which have sprout- the government, in April, decided the actual goings-on ,in the state, 
ed during the past few months m to monitor it, the leaders of the Another signufcant poijit is that 

promoting the movement. And all movement raised a huge row. Hie State Government weekly 

of them sell, irrespective of quality AASU leaders, in a statement oii journal Raijor Baton (Pe«H?le’s 

or credibility. This is unteece- A|^l 21, complained that "an offl- News), ^shkh recent^ was ratiH 

dented in a state where the longe- cer, wiffiout the knowledge od buted as a tree publication to en- 

vity of a journal was lamentably Assamese language, has been ap- wider leadership, now car- ^ 

low till the recent past. Several pointed in AIR. Gauhati, who has rioe reports aoetly of Govecnnmt 

new journals and periodicals are declined to broadcast news of the aottvitM 
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Did the local administration 
listen to Delhi or AASU 7 


K 


I HE arrival of Mr H. C 
Sarin io Gauhati on 
April 21 U> take over 
.IS the principal ad* 

_viser to the Governor 

marked a watershed in the his¬ 
tory of the agitation in Assam. 

Prcvionsly, the state administratioii. 
eithiT through its own inactivity or 
the active cooperation of sections 

within it, had made it possible for the 
muvvment to grow from strength to 
l^strcngth. The administration reached 
nadir of incompetence and im¬ 
potence on April 19 when the in¬ 
definite curfew it had imposed on 
Gauhati had to be withdrawn in Uk 
fact' of massive demonstrations. As 
the law and . order situation in 
Gauhati did nut necessitate the im¬ 
position of curfew, it made sense only 
as part of a package of measures de- 
signed to convey to the movement 
the Government’s new ^cision to act 
tough. But h»w could the Govern¬ 
ment be so foolhardy as to act tough 
without any pieparation? The res¬ 
ponsibility for this decision seems to 
rest on the shoulders of Mr R. S. 
Paramasivam, the then chief secre¬ 
tary. Even when journalists told him 
at 9 a.m. that dhy that people were 
forming processions in various locali¬ 
ties and that they should be stopped 
there if the situation was not to get' 
out of hand, he replied that he had 
no information about the public’s de¬ 
sire to break tbs curfew. 

The local administration’s attitude 
to the movement did not develop 
overnighL It was the logical cutmina- 
tion of an “anti-foreigner” feeling 
that has been growing in the state 
since 1971 when the then Chief 
Minister, Mr M. M. Chaudhuiy. 
appointed Mr Dharmananda Das the 
first Assamese chief secretary of 
Assam. Mr Das was a promoted IAS 
officer and bis appointment as chief 
secretary in supersession of two 
: others antagonised the top non- 
Assamese IAS officials in the Assam 
cadre. Then began a long battle be¬ 
tween the two groups, the outsiders 
being led by Mr S. K. SaigaL The 
Assamese offidais had a long-staDoiag 
grievance that they were not trusted 
and therefore kept out of sensitive 
posts. A new dimension was added 
wten Mr Sarat Sinha took over as 
Chief Minister. It was during his 
time that the oon-oiste Hindu 
Assamese, for whom he coined the 
term “other backward classes”, came 
into their own. The caste Hindus 
who had oonsiderabte weightage In 
the administration and who ^lre so 
iinportant in tlte present agitation 
did not find their best patron in Mr 
Sbffia. 

The division within the Assam 
ce began during this time with 
Riteswar Saikia (now Congress-I). 
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an Ahom, as Pohee Minister. There 
was no love lost between him and 
the caste Hindus. One officer who 
got a raw deal under h.m wa.s 
Hiranya Bhattacfaarya, till recently 
the DIG Border. When be was pro¬ 
moted to the rank of DIG it was 
against consistent lobbying by some 
minority politicians and he was pu 
in a non-administrative and what was 
then ODUSidered the harmless post of 
DIG Border. Times changed, 
foreigners and illegal immigration 
from Bangladesh be^mc a dominant 
issue and there was Hiranya Bhalta- 
charya deporting Bangladeshis w t. 
a vengeance in 1979. 

After the formation of the first 
Janata government. Mr Param- 
sivam was made diisf secretary 
The movement people always had 
easy access to Mr Paramasivam who 
himself has been seen at the AASU 
headquarters at Gauhati many a 
time. He also had several meetings 
with PLP president Nibaran Bora at 
the North-eastern Hotel in Gauhati. 
'To the lower rungs of the administra¬ 
tion looking for ^idance on udiich 
sections to fraternise with, this must 
have had its own impact. When the 
Janata Government in Assam was 
tcHDpled Mr Paramasivam went on 
leave for two months. The move¬ 
ment people took out a procession to 
the state administrative headquarters 
at Dispur demanding bis return. He 
returned but stopp^ meeting the 
AASU and GSP people. 

Mr Paramasivam may have used 
bis best judgment in keeping up a 
dialogue with the movement in the 
absence of a dear policy emanating 
from the Centre during the period 
when there was a caretaker Governr 
ment in Delhi. But what was the 
role of the administration before 
that? Did it have an active role to 
play in Maonefaing’ the agitation? The 
bi-weekly ‘Agradoof has played an 
important part in preparing the 
rntiuk of sections of Assamese for 
the current movement In mid 1978 
the paper launched a strong anti- 
Bengali and secessionist campaign, li 
is worth recalling that every previous 
agitation in Assam has been anti- 
Bengali and it was only in November 
1979 that the leaders of the present 
agitation dedared that they were not 
against Bengalis and other outsiders 
but against foreigners. From m d- 
1978 there was pressure on the publi¬ 
city department from the Home 
Secretary to clear ‘Agrodoot’s’ pend- ' 
ing bills. This matter was raised in 
the 1979 Assembly budget session 
and from August 1979 ‘Agradoof 
started receiving more Government 
advertisements at higher rates. This 
was not justified by their actual dr- 
culation. 

What has been the role of the 


Government employees? Till this 
agitation started, the GPl(M) used to 
dominate both the central and state 
Goveriunent employees’ unions. But 
in November 1979 ad hoc bodies were 
formed for new organisations to en¬ 
list the cooperation of Government 
employees for the movement. From 
the time the movement began, work 
In Government and semi-Government 
offices has been paralysed or at best 
has gone on intermittently, thus giv¬ 
ing the movement its real teetl^ 'This 
could not have been possible without 
the commration of the cnmloyees. 
T^e ad hoc bodies have, now been 
formed into organisations like the 
Assam Karmadiari Parishad and the 
Assam Central and Semi-Central 
Karmachari Parishad. The nationalis¬ 
ed banks, LIC and FCI employees 
have been brought under the purview 
of the latter. The All-Assam Bidyut 
I^nni Sangha has been formed with 
the blessings of the chairman of the 
ASEB to oppose the existing unions 
affiliated to the CITU and the INTUC. 

The Assam Civil Service officials 
have also played ll>i‘ir role in the 
movement though till recently it 
was in a covert manner. Conscious 
as they are about tteir service rules. 

have left it to their wives to 
voice their feelings. In early Decem¬ 
ber several leading politidans were 
subjected to repeated ghcraos in Dis¬ 
pur by groups of women, mostly- 
wives of ACS officials. In one of 
these Sarat Sinha was so deeply 
humiliated that for a period he oom- 
pletelv withdrew into the background. 
ACS class 1 officers submitted a 
memorauduin to the chief .secretarv 
on May 14 insisting that certain de¬ 
mands of the agitation be met bv 
May 31. ACS class II offidais have 
also sympathised with the movement 
and cooperated with the programme 
of the continuing satyagraha. Altoge¬ 
ther 84 offidais have been suspended 
so far for participation in the move¬ 
ment, the seniormost among thenr 
being of the joint secretary level. 
There is now a move afoot to co¬ 
ordinate the various offio'rs’ associa¬ 
tions so that their cooperation with 
the agitation can be made more 
effective. 

The pattern of cooperation of 
different levels ot the administration 
with the agitation was given the foi- 
mal seal of offiaal approval when in 
mid-1979 Chief .Minister Golap Bar- 
bor.i asked the students to assist the 
electoral authorities in deleting the 
.names of foreigners from the elec¬ 
toral rolls in Mangaldoi. Since then 
there has been no looking back. An.-l 
the embattled minorities have .i 
single, all-important complaint—ih* 
get no help from the administration 
in times of need. 
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Beyond Assam: 
greater storms 

By SUBIR ROY^ 

HE agitation in Assam ly a thing of the past is provid were burnt to death. This is no 
is to be taken more by .Muiva and his group who arc ordinary area. It is from here that 
seriously, not because of camping across the border in north R. K. Tualchandra, the PREPAK 
what it has done to Burma. In the recent past they leader and some of his comrades 
Assam, but what it has have made two raids into Nagaland were captured recently. Four more 
done to the rest of the region, attacking both clvilans and secu- extremists were captured 
The demand for deportation of rity people and periodically raised from here in early June, 
foreigners has proved to be the money from the villages. The Much further back in hls- 

headiest of slogans and provided Naga ethos was perhaps summed tory, in the Forties, the area 
the rallying call for malcon- up best by a Naga Army officer was the stomping ground of Mani- 
tents in the region who were look- who confessed that in that state pur’s first and most illustrious pro- 
ing for a respectable cover, ^ose everybody who is overground is an gressive leader, Irabat Singh. Thus 
who believe that there is an intpr. ex-underground. the worst anti-foreigner violence 

naUonal conspiracy behind the agi- The most serious security threat took place in an area with a his- 
tation in Assam fhid added proof in the whole region is posed by tory of extremist acti,vity. 
for ^eir coiivictions in the way the Manipur. The state has been The extremist violence in Manl- 
foreigivers issije has not stayed con- plagued by periodic violence for pur is difficult to eliminate because 
fined to the Brahmaputra valley. over two years now. On top of of the haven Burma offers to those 
The question of a conspiracy has this, widespread violence erupted who cross the border and seek 
become redundant now as the re- in late April as a result of the shelter in it. Right now the mem- 

ality on the ground is a boon to in- students’ campaign against foreign- bers of the Peoples Laberation 

terests hostile to India and causing eis. This is where Manipur ties up Army led by Biseshwar Singh are 
concern to those on whose shoul- with Assam, It is now confirmed camping and regrouping there, 

ders the security of the country that during the days of violence Northern Burma provides a shelter 

rests. and seemingly endless curfew, a to the extremists because the writ 

’The only area in the north-east- group of Assamese students were of the Burmese administration does 
ern region which has remained camping in Imphal. Also the stu- not run there. This is owing to 
aloof from the evArent turmoil is denk demand for the expulsion of the inhci’cnt weaknesses of the Ne 
Nagaland. ’This is 'ironic as for two foreigners and the postponement of Win Government in Rangoon, the 
decades, beginning from 1956, the examinations started iti early April difficult nature of the terrain and 
Naga insurgency provided a seri- close on the heels of a crucial inadequate roeds. Burma also is 
ous threat to the territorial iiitc- meeting of students from all over proving to be a source of American 
grity of the country. The Naga the North-East in Dibrugarh arms which have come in from 
problem wa.s officially buried when during March 26-28. The orchestra- Thailand and which the insurgents 
the Shillong Accord was signed m tion can thus be clearly traced, are lappi,ng up with the liberal 
1976. That incidentally was also The most lethal combination i,n funds at their disposal, raised 
the high watermark of Mr L. P. Manipur would be a joinmg-up of through bank robberies and forced 
Singh’s career a;. Governor for the the forces of the students and the subscriptions from Manipuri busi- 
region. Not that there has been no extremists. Did this happen in nessmen and politicians. Indian 
apprehension lately over Nagaland. April ’ Here is the record. While extremist groups find easy cover in 
TTie fall of the Vizol and Jamir; the violence in Imphal received Burma because the Burmese tribals 
Mimstries in quick succession iai,s- the most coverage, what happened living in the adjoining areas are 
ed fears of political instability m Sagolmong in the Sadar area of ethnically similar, creating a fra- 
bringing in its woke other prob- the Central district was much ternal feeling and making 
lems. All eyes were apprehensive- worse. , 'TheiV; several vlllagesi, identification difiScult. In these 
ly turned towards Dimapur where mo.stly inhabited by Nepalis, were areas of Burma operate 
there is a large concentration of burned. 'Phase who visited the several Burmese insurgent groups 
Bengalis and linguistic violence has area a couple of days later wit- like the Kachin and Arakan Inde- 
occurred in the past. But thank- nessed a most horrific sight of de- pendent Armies. The spectre haunt, 
fully nothing has happened. A vastation, some corners Doing uii- ing security planners is the fall of 
good reminder though that the approachable because of tlie stink the Ne Win Government, the con- 
Naga underground is not complete- of rotting carcasses of cattle which trol of the area passi,ng into the 

'hands of the.se Leftist extremist 
groups and the effective extension 
of the Chinese area of influence 
right upto India’s extreme eastern 
border. Even now the tracking 
down of Indian extremist groups 
in Burma is difficult because the 
Burmese Government is reluctant 
to agree to joint mopping-up ope- 
ratioas Their fear is that of 
China. In fact, so great is the 
Biirmese kid glove treatment of 
China that Burma has not yet de¬ 
marcated a crucial disputed 12- 
mile stretch of its border with 
China near the India-Burma-China 
tri-junction because of Chinese ter¬ 
ritorial claims in the area. 

The latest area to be added to 
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NEXT WEEK 

Genocide inTripura 

The story of how more than 500 Bengalis 
were butchered in one week. 
Repforts by IVI, J. Akbar and Tooshar Pandit 
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the sprcoding scenario of violence 
to driyc out foreigners is Tripura. 
Last year Tripura witnessed vio¬ 
lence instigated by the Amra 
Bengali protesting against the 
Stale Government's legislation to 
safeguard the interests of the tri- 
bals Now the boot is on the other 
foot It IS the Tripura Upajali Yuva 
Samiti which is behind the cur¬ 
rent vviolencc. Tripura’s was in 
fact the original sin. The influx 
of Bengali refugees there after 
I’aitition has turned Tripura’s tri- 
hals into a minority iti the stale 
and It IS this that eveiybody in 
N'cghalaya quotes in reply to the 
allegation that they are flghlin/; 
an imagiiiary enemy The foreign 
power relevant to the Tripura 
situation us Bangladesh. The Jam- 
pui Hills area of Tripura adjoins 
Bangladesh and is very inacce.ssil'’e 
terrain The Chittagong Hdl 
Tracis area of Bangladesh adjoin¬ 
ing Jarnpui Hills is again far from 




Dacca. The re-emergence of 
■ Bangladesh as a factor in India’s 
security con.siderations dates back 
• to the fall of Mujibiir Rahman. 
Piior to that the insurgents in 
Mizoram had virtually disappeared 
.ift<r the creation of Bangladesh. 
But .Mizo National Front activity 
with all the attendant ambushes 
and killings is now back again in a 
big w.iy. The Chakma Shanti 
Baliini stands interposed between 
these aiea.s of India and Dacca and 
is a double-edged sword. 

The other two areas touched by 
the ripples of the Assam movement 
are Meghalaya and Arunachal Pra¬ 
desh Meghalaya witnessed .serious 
violence in October and December, 
1!>79 in which eighteen Bengalis 
w(*rc killed. The election to the 
Shillong constituency was also 
postponed In early June 1980, 
there was a mild fracas in Shillong 
ove-- a rnr lathi-charge on young 
girl.'. The opinion in Shi,Hong is 
that the real issue in Meghalaya 
Ls not that of foreigners but Mr 
Ripple Kyndia of the' APHLC 
gi oup in opposition using it 
as a means of acquiring power. 
Meghalaya has been kept free of 
violence only by its tough Chief 
Minister, Mr B. B. Lyngdoh. In 
Arunachal Pradesh the foreigners 
issue has so far surfaced only in 
April through a two-day bandh 
called by students. 

What worries security planners 
and should also be exer¬ 
cising opposition and ruling 
politicians in Delhi is what would 
happen if there was another war 
with China under conditions like 
these. An external enemy could 
hardly be fought with such large 
gioups of disaffected people in the 
' Noi th-East. That is why paying 
serious attention to the economic 
.needs of the North-East is.Jhe cru¬ 
cial need of the hour ant! ‘'special 
lieatmenf’ has a certain amount 
of logic to recommend itself. ■ 
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Glen, July and Gavattnder 


Alter what Uisljco Singh 
Uedi hiiii.self described as 
a ‘ trauinalic spason", the 
former Indian Test cricke- 


LIVING 


Not written of(f) yet 


ter is ^ow spending the 
summer in Kashmir. But, 
according to Prakash 
Bhandari, Bedi is not on 
a holiday: he has taken 
with him innumerable 
clippings and records for 
the express purpose of 
completing his autobio¬ 
graphy by October this 
year. His story may hit 
the stands before the 
Indian team leaves for 
Australia and should be a 
bestseller considering the 
fact that Bedi has had a 
lion’s share of c'ontrover- 
sy. Besides, his fans—of 
whom there are many, 
both in ludia and abroad 
— arc keen to know many 
an inside story. The only 
person who may be disap- 
nointed is I>mi Moraes 
He had planned on writ¬ 
ing Bedi’s biography but 
rouild not get down to it 
•since he had to shift resi¬ 


dence from Delhi to 
Bombay. 

Before leaving for 
Kashmir, Bedi withdrew 
the divorce suit which he 
had filed against his 
Australian wife, Glen. It 
appears that the two have 
derided to part peacefully. 
Glen has taken up a .tob 
in Melbourne and will be 
responsible for their two 
children, Gavasinder and 
JMly. However, it seems 
that Bedi has bepn seen 
with a girl from Kanpur, 
The first time was at the 
Jubilee Test between 
India and England in 
Bombay when Greg Chap> 
pell, who had stopped over 
at Bombay on his way 
to Pakistan, spotted 
Bedi with a shaltear- 
kameezclsid girl at the 
Wankhede Stadium. May¬ 
be Bedi’s autobiography 
will throw more light on 



this and many other sub¬ 
jects; depeo^ on how 
honest the cricketer can 
be as a writer. 


Where on earth did the Lord stand ? 


Wheix: exactly did Lord 
Krishna receive the war¬ 
rior. Arjun, and give him 
the Geeta Updeshl The 
Government of Haryana is 
interested in tho answer 
and ha.s announced an 
award of Rs one lakh 
with the titlle of “Raj 
Pandit” to anyone who 
can sucx.-essfully locate the 
exact spot where the Lord 
had stood with the war¬ 
rior. 

According to the Geeta. 
Kuruk.shotra was where 
the incident took place. 
But that does not satisfy 
Chief Minister Bhajan Lai 
whose personal interest in 
the Hindu scriptures has 
prompted the state gov¬ 
ernment to embark on 
the fa<1-fiading mission. 
Mr Lai is keen to know 
the exact location In 


Our players aren't lack¬ 
ing ill techmquc but where 
they can’t keep up with 
those of other countries is 
stamina. The Dr B. G. Buy 
Post Graduate Institute of 
the University College of 
Medicine, Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity, IS Uying to 
establish the “norms uf 
pulAibnary cificiency 6t 
our players". First the 

J ilayers are being given 
uhg tests. Then detailed 
information is being 



Haryana 


Minister, Bhajan Lai 


Kurukshetia so that a 
suitable memorial can be 
erected there. Already 
snires of letters—most of 
them propounding indivi¬ 
dual theories—have been 


Lung povt^er 

garnered on their food 
habits, residential en¬ 
vironment. smoking his¬ 
tory, family history, occu¬ 
pational hi.story and social 
grading. The doctors 
with the project had a lot 
on th|Bf*^aa{l«a^ntly in 
Cafeutta, what with the 
Federation Cup and the 
Asian Table Tennis Tour¬ 
nament . 

Hopefully we shall know 


received by the Sahitya 
Academy. The Hatter, 
hardly equipped to handle 
mythological matters. Is 
trying to make the best of 
a rather unusual job. 


on a scientific basis why 
so many of our players 
are so short of breath. 
The doctors are sorry 
though that their data 
will be incomplete in one 
crucial way. The Chinese 
team at the table tennis 
tournament, which bagg- 
redi'moBt of the. trophies 
incidentally, refused to 
cooperate. And the 
Chinese constitute one- 
fourth of the world’s 
population! 


Sons of 
the fruit 

Ram Bai. alias Ammiji, Is 
responsible for the birth 
ot many children — no 
daughters, only sons. She 
is a refugee from Multan 
who stays in the Ram 
Darbar area in Chandi¬ 
garh, where she receives 
‘hundreds of coupQcs who 
have no sons. Ammiji 
is a son-producing genius 
and has been acclaimed 
as a sufi (saint) by the 
people who swear by her 
unusual powers. She 
claims that early in her 
life she catne«in contact 
with another sufi — the 
Kundewala Peer. She then 
lived the life of a faqir, 
and attained sidhawaslha 
(divine powers). 

(a Chandigarh Ammiji’s 
first client was a sonless 
aamindar. She gave him 
an orange which he ate 
and in a short while he 
was the proud father of a 
a bonny son. Overjoyed, 
tbc zamindar gifted one 
acre of Hand to Ammiji 
who. in turn, gave him 
another orange. Soon the 
zamindar’s wife bore him 
another son and in delight 
< he igifhad^dttF'' x anothfer 
acre of land. Later, it is 
said, she received four 
more acres of land from 
the Hindi film villain, 
Pran. 








Legacy of the Wolves 


No kidding 


The grapevine hat it 
that Euan Lloyd, produ¬ 
cer of The Sea Wolves 
has written a letter to 
Mrs Gandhi, offering to 
hold a premiere of the 
film in India, as soon as 
possible and in aid of 
any cause of the PM’s 
choice. Meanwhile, the 
film — the saga of the 
Calcutta Light Horse 
and the first foreign 
venture to be shot al¬ 
most in its entirety in 
fodia — will have a 
T 'Toyal premier m London 
f Ijr 3. According to 

Mario Cabral c Sa, the 
film, which will be de¬ 
dicated to the late Lord 
Mountbatten, is present¬ 
ly in the ^al process 
of dubbing. In a matter 
of weeks the grading 
will be completed and 
the final prints ready; 
the music for the close- 
to-ten-milli,on pounds 
sterling movie has al- 



Roger Moore ;itar of The 
Sea Wolves _ 

ready Jieen recorded 
But that is not all By 
all accounts The Si a 
Wolves has spurred the 
interest of "a few inter¬ 
national producers, twu 
of whom at the moment 
are seriously considering 
visiting Goa by Septem¬ 
ber for a prelimmaiy" 


What*s cooking ? 


.j.‘l Lord of the Universe 
--Jagannath—may soon 
starve, unless the drought- 
iffected state of Orissa is 
blessed with rain. 'The 
bhog (food) of the Lord, 
known as Mahaprasad, is 
cooked only with water 
drawn from two wells 
near the Lord’s kitchen. 
But these wells are now 
virtually dry, reports 
Swarup Jena. What is 
left in them is muddy 
water and not too much 
of that either. The cook¬ 
ing, in the meanwhile, is 



TM. K. llustomji is one 
of those pucca sahibs — 
chirpy and adept at fine 
t^all-Ulk. And there’s 
S£ne thing he de&nite,ly 
isn’t : the stiff archetype 


being done with wh.ilever 
is available and thousands 
of devotees have had to 
eat food cooked with 
muddy water which, by 
any medical siandanls. is 
unfit fbr human I'onsuinp- 
Hon. Yet no one has fal¬ 
len sick. This may well be 
attributed to the bless¬ 
ings of the Lord How¬ 
ever. if the two wells dry 
up completely, tlie Lord 
may be in a fix because 
tradition does not permit 
the use of water drawn 
from any other well. 


Druckerji 

of the management 
school spewing jargon. 
That is quite unusual 
considering that he is, 
by far, India’s most suc¬ 
cessful author of ma¬ 
nagement boohs. Ashish 
Rajadhyaksha discover¬ 
ed the real Austomji in 
Bombay recently. 
Rustomji, was matter- 
of-fact and, sometimes 
vague about his achieve¬ 
ments. He recalled 
another of his books — 
All About Ba'atice 
Sheets •— which had 
sold like hot cakes in 
the country : “I don’t 
know precisely how 
much that book sold, 
except that you could 


When 15-year-old aspiring 
journalist R. Ramesb did 
the rounds in Madras, 
magazine editors thought 
he would not be afiSe to 
deliver the goods. But 
when he went out and in¬ 
terviewed a couple of 
young heroines, they in¬ 
stantly revised their 
opinions, notes Arthur 
Pais. Suddenly he found 
he was getting more ass¬ 
ignments than be thought 
he could handle. Since 
then he has sold over half 
a dozen articles anij inter¬ 
views , The corporation 
school .vludent takes his 
own photographs too. with 
a borrowed camera. Be¬ 
sides, he has the full sup¬ 
port of his parents. 




Wow of silence 



safely say that it sold 
more than any other 
management book m the 
country, in fact, yes, 
more than all of them 
put together.” Often, he 
was frivolous ; ‘‘My 
books have just been 
accepted by China for 
local ' publication. I 
suppose, in the near fu¬ 
ture, they could replace 
Mao's little Red ^ok." 
And finally, be was 
slightly precocious : 
‘‘I’m writing this other 
book on the views of 
management experts 
condensed. Actually 
Lrucker — you know 
Lrucker? Drucker was 
supposed to have been 
In on this, but then he 
opted out.” 


T At the recently concluded 
i 7^ general body meeting of 
I g the AM-India Football 

I I Federation in Cuttack, 

‘ a most representatives from 
■ c diftereni state associations 
, ^ seemed to respect the ad- 
age that silence is golden. 

^ For example, Jarnail 

^ Singh, the exinternation¬ 
al. He did not speak a 
single word throughout 
the two-day mei't, reports 
Sara jit Heh. To think that 
it was Jarnail Singh who 
had heltx'd India win the 
gold at the 1962 Asian 
Gaine.s. It is ironic that 
the man who could have 
',i perhap.s helped the AlPF 
most, chose to remain 
ij mum, while others, who 
I have perhaps never even 
I pllaved the game, spoke 
j to their hearts’ content. 


Not fare 

Bombay’s taximen are 
certainly intrepid. Re- 
centl.v. they suddenly went 
on strike. ♦ Apparently it 
all started when a cabbie 
indulged in a bout of fis¬ 
ticuffs with an RTO inspec¬ 
tor. The cabbie came off 
second best and had to be 
admitted to hospital. Thi 
resulted in a street call 
to all cabs to quit. Ashish 
Rajadhyaksha notes that 
he was lucky to get a cal' 
but then again maybe it 
was the driver’s attitude 
that made all the differ¬ 
ence. "I’ll take you," he 
said, "but close the win 
ows. look like you’re iv 
friend, but if we’re slop¬ 
ped, pay me and find your 
own wav home.’’ 






by GOSCINNY 
andUDERZO 
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A AMSONEI^? 


YES, BUT YOU CAN'T PO ANY¬ 
THING ABOUT IT NOW''YOU'VE 
BASHED US UP ALREADr.'’ 
TRICKED YOU THAT TIME, 

DIDN'T WE ? ^ 





CfeRTAtNUY NOT. rv AN 
KA UEP f>ftlSON«R SLCePINe 
OVeftN-^HT iN THl6 CAM^P. TMOUOH 
• DON'T f^MOW THAT MY 
• SCOAT8 HAVf PiCKep THC 
AiOHT «POT POA A 900D 
NiAHT'S Atcrr. 



WHAT'S your 
NAME ? WHY 
WERE YOU 
EXILED ? 




MY NAME IS BONEY- 
WASAWAR R lOR WAYAYIX, 
and I COMB FROM 
CORSICA. 



WHAT'S 
CORSICA ? 


CORSICA IS Y I AflA NOT ’ 
THE ROMANS’ ' FAT AND I'M . 
BUGBEAR.' / THE ROMANS' 
GET THAT, J BUGBEAR , 
FATTY? - TOO/ J 


fOU'RE TOUCHY 
I LIKE VOU/ 

WELL, 

'• M. I WELLING 
V WAS A. 


TOO/ 





BONEY- 

WASA. 


C SORRY. WELL, 

I BONEYWASA- 
WARRIOR WAYAYIX, 
COME TO OUR 

villaoe, share 

OUR 

W banquet. .. ^ 


... AND TELL US 
ALU ABOUT IT. 





















Her first priority is Assam 



HE first phase of the 
plan of political conso¬ 
lidation is almost over. 
The CoDfiress (I) has 

_Jeot a majority in ei^ht 

ot the nine states and Mr M. G. 
Itamachandran of Tamil Nadu is 
not expected to create any serious 
trouble for Mrs Gandhi. Instead, 
in all probability, the Tamil Nadu 
Government under MGR’s leader¬ 
ship will try to develop fraternal 
relations with the central autho¬ 
rity very soon. No one should ex¬ 
pect a Basu-Itamachaiidran-Shcikh 
AlKliillah C'ombinatiun to demand 
Ri eater autonomy for the states. 
MGll was a ilose friend of Mrs 
Gandhi durinc her crisis and it will 
not be very difficult for her to win 
him over dRain When .she wooes a 
politician she always goes all the 
way to get him. In MGR’s case 
shi' will not have to go all the 
way—as a compromise halfway 
would sullice. As iar as Sheikh 
Abdullah is concerned he would 
rather cxmcviitrate on the gover¬ 
nance ot his own state. The Kash¬ 
mir leader is not in a position 
at the moment to spare time and 
energy to .set up a united front to 
challenge the authority of the 
Centri'. I am afraid, in the next 
lew months his position is going 
to be less comfortable in Kashmir 
itself 

Today, Mr Jyoti Basu and his 
comradca m Kerala and Tripura 
are more interested in remaining 
On the gaddi than in grabbing 
11101 e power lor their states. Even 
it Mrs Gandhi tclk them they 
must be satisfied with less power, 
Basu and his comrades will pro¬ 
bably accept this, though they will 
make a lot of noise in public, lu 
the poditical interests of their res¬ 
pective Parties the Communists 
aie now'more keen to jemain in 
power than in lighting for rights 
for the states and the people. They 
(the Communists) bother least 
aliuut principles when they necidft 
upon their tactics and with regard 
to political trading they can outdo 
even the most unscrupulous busi¬ 
nessmen. The guestion is, would 
Mis Gandhi allow them to govern 
ill these three .states? To start 
with, neither does Mrs Gandhi 
trust the Communists, nor do the 
Cumin iinists Mrs Gandhi. Both 
sides .ire afraid of each other and 
both await the oppcM'tunity to 
liiiLsh the other off. Mrs Gandhi 
has the upper-hand at the moment 
and at the fiist opportunity she 
would level her sights on the Co¬ 
mmunists. The non-Communist 
opposition is in a state of great 
disarray and under these circum¬ 
stances Mrs Gandhi cannot allow 
the Left and the Communists to 
cuirsolidate and combine. 


By BARUN SENGUPTA 

But the .situation in the North- 
I'.astem states, especially in Assam, 
po.ses a great hurdle for Mrs Gan- 
<llii She cannot take any major 
step in Wej>t Bengal or disturb the 
situation in the state before at 
least bringing the Assam situation 
under control. When that will be 
possible, no one knows. And till 
she is able to bring the Assam 
situation under c'ontrol she needs 
some sort of co-operation from 
the West Bengal Left Front. 

She is receiving this cooperation 
at the moment and she will conti¬ 
nue to do so for a long long time. 
However, it is a case of two-way 
tiuffic. The lajft Front of West 
Bengal also needs her cooperation, 
for if there .should be an influx ol 
Bengali refugees from Assam, the 
■fate of West Bengal's Govern¬ 
ment would be scaled automati- 
raillv. Neither will West Bengal be 
able to provide them with ade¬ 
quate food and shelter without 
tile help from the Ontre, nor will 
it subsequently be possible to 
niuintain the linguistic harmony of 
the slate. Besides, the Centre 
si.inds to gain nothing by taking 
over the responsibility of West 
Bengal directly after the creation 
of such a situation. 


A/o sane person woutd dare 
to dislodge the West Bengal 
Government before bringing the 
Assam situation under control. 

If Mrs Gandhi wants to take 
action in West Bengal before Feb- 
ruary-March 1981 she wiU have to 
bring the Assam situation under 
control bv Septembcr-October this 
year. Thus, the longer it takes to 
solve the Assam problem, the 
safer it will be for the Left Front 
and the Communists. The reason 
is not hard to find. No sane per¬ 
son would dare to dislodge the 
Left Front Government of Weist 
Bengal before bringing the Assam 
situation under control. 

Assuming Mrs Gandni is able to 
solve the Assam problem by th« 
end ot this year and brings down 
the Lett Front Government of 


VVest Bengal before it can send 
six Left^ members to the Ra.{ya 
Sabba in 1981, she bound to 
face difficulties by 1982. First, her 
own Parlymen in different states 
will create difficulties. Moreover 
the eternally disgruntled middle- 
class would pose a serious cha- 
Wenge 10 her authority. No amount 
of political consolidation can solve 
these two problems. 

Congressmen, when they are in 
power, are bound to fight amongst 
themselves. This wrangling was 
evident m 1972 and is bounrh to 
surface this time too. Not that 
they will challenge the leadership 
ot Mrs Gandhi or Sanjay, but they 
will question each other’s autho¬ 
rity. No one, nut even Mrs Gandhi 
and Sanjay ran stop them from 
doing that. Look at what is hap¬ 
pening in Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. More .serious things 
are bound to happen in the newly 
captured states. The biggest draw¬ 
back with the Congressmen is that 
the moment they come to power 
they forget that the people voted 
for Mrs Gandhi in expe^ation of 
certain things. Instead of trying 
to tulfiil those expectations of the 
people, Congressmen-in-power al¬ 
ways devote their entire energy 
and power to fulfilling their own 
expectations. In the process, they 
demonstrate their ugliest forms. 

The second difficulty wiJl come 
from the niiddle-class. Numeri¬ 
cally the middle-class does not en¬ 
joy a formidable position in In¬ 
dian Parliamentary politics. One 
can come to or occupy power in 
India even without its whole-hear¬ 
ted support, as Mrs Gandhi has 
done. But it is difficult to run the 
Government and the economv 
smoothly without the support and 
co-operation of the middde-class. 
The middle-class of our country is 
^ditionally anti-establishment. 
Their aspirations have become 
limitless. But they are not willing 
to work hard any more. Even the 
Communists could not keep them 
happy for long in West Bengal. In 
the last Lok Sabha eilections more 
middle-cla-ss people in Calcutta 
voted against them than did the 
poorer or richer sections. In 1977 
however, the middle class was W 
and large with the Left. By 1982 
(or even earlier) Mrs Gandhi will 
once again come into conflict with 
this middle-class—she on the one 
hand trying to bring them under 
her contro9 and force them to 
their duties wHhout clamouring for 
more, they on- the other band try¬ 
ing to get more money without 
doing much work. During^the first 
stage of this struggle, there is 
ever,y possibility that we wiU lose 
manV of our present democratliT 
rights again. 





















SPEQAL REPORT 


The burden of power 

By PRAN CHOPRA 


|OR the fourth time in a 
row elections in India 
have shown that however 
fragmented our political 

_J Farcies migbt be, the 

ciectorate is an amaaingly moaolitb- 
ic and consolidated aii-lndia politicaf 
personality and no longer needs 
external or artificial stimulation to 
benave » such. 

in the Lok Sabfaa etecticms in 
1977, in the state Assembly elections 
in June the same year followed by 
the Lok Sabna elections last Janu¬ 
ary and the recent state Assembly 
elections, a couple of hundred milli¬ 
on voters have proved four times 
over that a single political impulse 
can permeate the whole rountry and 
evoke a verdict which is as vabd in 
one corner as it is in the opposite 
corqer two thousand miles away. 
The same issues, personalities and 
Parties can become the focus and 
cause of political behaviour in all 
parts of the country. 

This four-fold verdict, twice in 
favour of Mrs Gandhi and twice 
against her, also confirms four 
times over that for India to vote 
homogeneously it is not necessary 
that there must be an external 
threat to make us forget our hetero- 
geniety. I make this point because it 
is sometimes said that it was only, 
because of an external danger, and 
transitory 'euphoria after overcominx 
it. that the Indian etectorate show<4 
homogeneity in the Lok Sabha pdl 
in 1971 and the state elections in 
‘1972. Nor is it necessary to have a 
father figure like NeUru around or 
an infant electorate which instinc- 


apprebensions which have been 
aroused bv the latest state Assembly 
results. It is important that we first 
grasp the wmiderful truth that India, 
despite its many divisions and diver¬ 
sities has become a more unified 
political reality than ever before. 
This disproves the fear to which 
some of us surrender in our pessim¬ 
ism that our regional teundaries and 
the walls between linguistic and 
ai^ral groups will never let an 
Indian see an all-India horizon. What 
is needed is a leadership wfakh Pas 
tte will and competence. • and above 
all a viskm vrhidi reconciles and 
heals, to build on this truth. 

This should help to dispose of the 
absurd statement by Mr Ctoan 
Singh that Parliament has been 
made irralevaat by the state poll 
results. Parliament can only reflect 
the people's, verdict. If the people 
have voted so overwhelmingly tor 
Mrs Gandhi. Parliament cannot den.v 


nveiy iooks tor a tuger it can aoM. 
It was no lather figure which defeat¬ 
ed Mrs Gandhi twice in 1971. The 
capacity for homogeneity now exists 
in normal circumstanops. 

This is not distuoved by the taa 
that Tamil Nadu voted differently 
from the eight other states wMch 
went to the polls this summer, or 
that in the 1977 Lok Sabha elections 
most of the South voted differently 
from most of the North.. We have 
not become a unanimous pcopk, and 
1 hope never wUl become one 
except in times at a natioaai 
emergency. In any peace time elec¬ 
tion it is a welcome thing that some 
say yes and some say no. But proirf 
of the political consolidation at the 
electorate lies in the fact that all 
the millions and millions of people 
are able to say yes or no at the 
same time to the some central issue, 
not only in the Lok Sabha elections 
but even in the midn of the diver¬ 
sity repceeented by state Assembly 
elecUonik 

1 will come a little later to the 



her the resulting power thougn one 
hopes It will guide ter to use it 
wisely. If anyone made Parliament 
irrelevant it was Mr Charan Singn 
who let his personal amlutkui make 
him a toot io the diabolical game 
played by Madhu Limaye and thus 
n made ParUaroent play false to the 
z verdict the people had given two 
years earlier. U Mr Charan Singn 
were to look within with bis eyes 
open be might decide never to op«u 
his mouth agaitL 

Mote difficult to dispose of is tne 
cynicism which is growing among 
the DikkUe class intelligentsia about 
the political wisdinn of the piectn- 
rate. They say a massive answer 
may be a good thing but if the ans¬ 
wer is a wrong one its massiveness 
makes it doubly wrong. Certainly 
there is room for some cynicism. 
Mrs Gandhi's recent record of per¬ 
formance as Prime Minister is not 
exactly brilliant, and despite the 
vehemence with which she denounc¬ 
es the performance of the Janata 
Party, she cannot destroy the fact 
that the economic and pidiucal con¬ 
dition of India has rarely been bet¬ 
ter than during the two years of 
Janata rule till the summer of 1979. 
and has rarely been worse than ' m 
recent months, including the months 
of Mrs Gaodbi’s second reign. Simi¬ 
larly. the record of the Janata Gov¬ 
ernments in some of the states, for 
example in Rajasthan, was good. If 
the people so readily forget a good 
performance and forgive a bad one 
bow can their judgment be relied 
upon? 

It is a good question but not an 
an impossiMe one to answer. What 
India has witnessed is not a failure 
of democratic politics but of mass 
communication. EspedaMy guilty 
that failure are those mass 
media and media men who regarded 
themselves as the champions of the 
Janata Party, niey almost totally 
ignored and perhaps hever undei- 
atood the good things. espedaHy 
economii^ whidi happened daring 
the Janata rule. Ttey fed themselv¬ 
es and their readers on a diet of 
political gossip about the infamous 
in-fighting in the Janata Party. Un 
fortunately, the tribal ciyeftains 
of the Party talked about nodiing 
e^. Therefore it is unfair to ask 
^ people to judge Parties on the 
basis of facts wfaidt were never put 
across to them. 



zi£ state of most Parties 
opposed to the Congress 
(I) became as bad and in 
smne cases even worse. 

-- toan their respective 

mages. If this was true during the 
Lok Sabha elections it was even 
more pronounced during-the Assem- 
wy poBs. Therefore the voter cen- 
to have chosen unwisely. 
In the Lok Sabha eketions he riidit- 
fy preferred the all-Iadia Parties 
(especially those whidi stBl had 
eoroe credibility) to the regiooal 
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plaoed. And it is worse. It is danae- much more tdent than diey Deed seem fancifti hopes. But they are 

rous. If we cannot trust the judx- for the achievement of the poab probably less fanciful than the two 

ment of the people, then what are mentioned above within the limits of scenarios of doom, 

we left with? Authoritarian rule of 
one kind or another? And whose rule 
will it be? Obviously that of the peo¬ 
ple already in power, which can be 
terminated only tbrouxh a differem 


A check on Mrs Gandhi 


iudjpnent by the people, however 
expressed than the judgment they 
gave the last time round. Therefore. 
I do not see any allerndtive to trust- 
ina their judgment, oor any escape 
from the responsibility everyeme has 
of lieiping to improve the means bv 
which they exerdse their judgment 
including more responsible use of 
the mass media. 

This brings me to what is probab¬ 
ly the most immediate and relevant 
apprehension, that tne people may 
not be given the chance to exercise 
their judgment again. Two scenarios 
are feared. Unc is that India's diffi¬ 
culties afe so great that no one can 
solve them by democratic means 
and turning to something else is in¬ 
evitable. I do not buy that 1 firmlv 
believe that fully adequate answers 
to problems can be found by fullv 
democratic means, pravided tha 
means are chosen with patience, sin-' 
ceritv and competence. But if this 
is not so, and if the choice Js hruly 
limited to a chaotic and anarchic de¬ 
mocracy which ooSy spells ruin, and 
an authoritarian alternative which 
truly delivers the gcxids and not an 
illusion thereof then we have no 
choice bat to acrept tbe latter. But 
as 1 said I do not believe this is the 
cmly choice. 

The second scenario is that the 



present leadership, whether in exist¬ 
ing or future combinations will not 
prove to be competent enough to 
deliver the goods by democratic 
means and therefore will reach out 
for more power by undemocratic 
means. I reject- that as well and 
for tbe reason that there are enough 
People among the top leaders who 
would recognise the following facts, 
which are also borne out by their 
own experiences of not so hmg ago. 
First, no one is expecting mlracleh 
from them. Sincere efforts, and poli¬ 
cies guided fay basic common aenae 
and minimum social justice. wiU 
keep them in power for a long time 
to come since they are not likely 
either to brawl in publK (as the 
•ianata leaders did) or fail to project 
well whatever they ai% able to do. 

Second, their overwhetaaing majo¬ 
rities in Parliansent end the State 
Assemblies have already given them, 
sod by purehr democratic means aB 
the powers Umy need few the objeo- 
Uve stated above. What tls^ need to 
do for’the effoe tive use of this pow- 
>, er is obo not very oomplicrted. as 
^ discassed in my "The Innits of 
Phorisma”, (SUNPAY. May 4. 19«U 


REPARATIONS for an 
impressive birthday-cum- 
feiicitatioii rally on June 
3 in Madras city were 
called off as soon as tbe 
elcclioo results started trickling in. 
I'or Karunanidhi's friends and admir¬ 
ers the railv would have meant some¬ 
thing memorable: there was not the 
slightest doubt in thek minds that 
their KaUugnar (World poet) would 
be sworn as the Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu on that day. But instead 
of a birthday gift Karunanidhi got 
perhaps the ruciest shock iff his life: 
not only did tbe DMK-Coogress (I) 
alliance get only 69 seats but He 
himself could not.win with an im¬ 
pressive margin. And the ousted 
Chief Minister M. G. Ramaciiandran's 
AlAIMAK not only won an impressive 
129 seats but also helped its allies 
like the CPI and tbe CPI(M) capture 
33 seats. Tlw Pvntchi Nedigar (Re- 
vohitioaary actor) had cxrtainiy cra^ 
ed the Koloinnar. 

SMd MCA: "Tbe election rasulU 
have jMt proved wbat I have been 
soring ever shme the reanits of 
Jaanaiy 1980 dectioas were aBnoono- 


ed. My Party got only two seats 
then whereas tbe Congress (1>-DMK 
alliance took tbe rest of the seats. 
The Parliamentary election was held 
to estabiisb a stable Government at 
the Centre and people knew oaly 
Mrs Gandhi could do it Since the 
DMX was allied with her it was 
natural it could win impressively but 
when Karunanidhi asked for my re¬ 
signation. I had stoutly maintained 
that tbe Parliamentary election was 
not a referendum on the state’s 
politics. Even then I had emphasised 
that just like the way people bad 
voted for a stable Government at the 
Centre, they would vote for roe in 
the Assembly election as they knew 
only mv Party could provide them 
with a dean and stable Government". 

MGR’s spectacular victory waa by 
DO means n minor achieveinent. Since 
his Govonment was dismissed in 
March, eveiythiag seemod to be go¬ 
ing against him. Several of his Minis¬ 
terial odieagiies left him: induding 
K. ManoharM who was one of the 
founding members of tbe Party and 
P. T. Sarasqrathf who bad once tattoo¬ 
ed her arm with the Party Bag. The 

33 
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Income Tta tleatlu were after btiu. 
Induetrlallita and noneybaga looked 
away when the Party bags were 
ducM before them. Iliey gweroiuly 
filled the Party coffers of DMK and 
Congress (1) instead. His politiotl 
movie Jdhuanan En BadU (This is my 
answer) was abandoned after some 
initial woiic. His tm electoral allies 
kept quarreUiag with him, demanding 
itiore seats: the Janata Party which 
asked for 60 seats and got the offer 
/instead of 46 walked out of the 
alliance oaVing MGR a megalomaniac 
(it won only two seats. tbouiA). The 
Marxist leaders often complained that 
by making them wait MGR bad treat¬ 
ed them like prospective film produc¬ 
ers who had come to ask fw "dates'*. 
A few days before the election MGR 
was heard saying that if he was 
defeated in the election he would go 
back to Aims and that he might even 
quit politics. DMK papers used this 
statement as a confession of MGR’s 
own premonition of defeat. C^iiog 
him a coward, Karunanidhi had 
quipped: "Defeat in politics is nothing 
new or unusual. Annadurai, Kama- 
raj and Mrs Gandhi all tasted defeat 
but they did not quit politics". 

During this “gloomy" period, how- 
®ver, MGR did his homework well. 
He addressed an average ot six meet¬ 
ings per day and though he turned 
up very late, often 11 hours late, the 
crowd was mollified by the screening 
of his vintage hits. In between the 
screening his recorded speeches and 
songs from his films were played. He 
also came up with impressive announ¬ 
cements: If corruption .charges 
**2*?®,* proved he would 

■?* economics 

pundit', he told educated ur^n 
voters. “But I know what poverty is. 

deprivation is. When I return¬ 
ed from school there used to be wilv 
water for lunch for days on ‘end. 1 
know what it means to climb the 
ste^ of four-storeyed buildings only 
to be told at the top, there is no 
vacancy. So it fct my endeavour to 
wipe out the tears of poverty from 
face? of my mothers throughout 
Tamil N^u’. Promises were made. 

If the DMK had promised free 
Mangala sutras and the Congress (I) 
unemployed, 

MpR went around promising sugar 
at one rupee per kilo and a radical 
reduction in the price of ripe. MGR 
•jf® had several digs at Karunanidhi's 
■“«f[«d scfft attitude towaids the im- 
P®* .12? Himll. "He is even say¬ 
ing ‘Bharat Mata Ki JaP in a Hindi 
accent", quipped one of MGR’s 
followert ud wall posten showing 
Karunanidhi studying Hindi were pat 
up in many parts of Tamil Nadu. 

The number of meettogs addressed 
by matinee idol Sivaji Ganesan on 
Malf of the DMK and the CMgress 
did receive excellent patronage 
Mt then MGR, thodgh out of moviet 
for nearly thfee yaars. drew higher 
crowds. "His popularity is made out 
of a ^enomenon created by his films: 
this la oprrect to a certain extent", 
'djvitei'dimrtor P. A, Neelakantan had 
remarked, “but surely people 
Y^come his progressive poudes and 
for the downtrodden”. Though 
cd^ndhon Bn BadU remained an un- 



Pro-MGR vottar in Madras 


born child despite the Herculean 
efforts of P. A. Neelakantan, K. 
Shankar and other friendly dicectors. 
not less then two dosen old MGR 
starters were released. In Madras 
city alone a doien MGR films were 
shown during election week, end 
attendance was above average. Smne 
of the exhibitora allege that a little 
pressure was put on them not to 
release the films but they dedared 
they were apolitical and offered to 
screen films starring Siveii Ganesan 
as well as those scripted by Karuna¬ 
nidhi in the morning and nooq^ shows. 

the DMK-sponsored Press had hop¬ 
ed that corruption charges against 
MGR would impress the electorate. 
Some of them even published that 
MGR had discio^ Rs 78 lakhs of 
unaccounted wealth during the 
Emergency. MGR. on the other band, 
acnised Karunanidhi and his collea¬ 
gues of unbridled corruption and 
nepotism as' proved by the Sarkaria 
Commission. Seeking to exidain his 
tax problems, MGR advised his 
colleagues in the film industry to be 
careful with their expenditure, to note 
down every bill and also account for 
their donations. “I gave away great 
amounts of money without maintain¬ 
ing the proper records end see the 
complications I am in”, be said. 

One of the significant roasona for 
the swing of public sympathy In 
MGR’s direction may be the dia- 
mlaaal of his 36-month-Iong Ministry. 
“AU nf a sudden he became the 
martyr end the mask of the innocent 
victim suited *him rather well”, re¬ 
marked a confidant of Karunanidhi. 
Another contributory factor is the 
relaxatiw of Prohibition. A few 
days before bis dismissal MGR had 
brought down the permit fee for 
conauining liquor from Rs. 100 to Rs. 


25 hnd had announced that anyone 
above 30 could get a permit wHbout 
producing a medical certificate. “Pro¬ 
hibition will not be lifted totally", 
said MGR while addressing the first 
Preasmeet after the elections. “How¬ 
ever a liberalised prohibition policy 
announced by my Government prior 
to the dismissal would be imple¬ 
mented". 

His Government would cooperate 
fully with the Central Government, 
he added and clarified his statement 
by saying that such a cooperation in 
a federal set-up as India's was in¬ 
evitable. This kind of talk would 
surely upSet the Leftist Parties who 
have been calling his 11-Party 
alliance an anU-authoritorianlam 
alliance. 

Even before MGR was sWorn in as 
the Chief Minister, a lot of bickering 
was evident in the DMK-Congr^s (I) 
“Progressive Front”. DMK leaders 
were whispering that their Party 
suffered due to the bad performance 
of the Congress (1) at the Centre 
whereas the Congress (D leaders said 
that the DMK won 20 Parliamentary 
scats in January only because of its 
alliance with Mrs Gandhi. However 
both Parties maintained, that the 
alliance would continue. But then a 
solid effort is being madp by in- 
fluenrial Journalists and politicians 
Utui Manian to bring the ATADMK 
and Congress (I) and isolate the Left 
Parties from MCR. “Our support to 
MGR was conditional and we would 
watch every one of his moves before 
we deride to support him on issues. 
That’s why even before the election, 
we had made clear that we will not 
seek to be partners in his Govern¬ 
ment", said P. Ramamurthy of CPI. 

ARTHUR PAIS. Madras 
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When comparing one lather with 
another, shavers go by vague 
impressions and uneducated guesses 
Isn't there a way to measure 
lathering ability? 

There is. It's known in the 
industry as the Ross MHes Foam 
Test. We pitted 
Lakmd Shaving 
Cream against 
two leading 
brands. Lakme 
notched 25.8% 
and 15.4% higher 
readings for lather abundance. 

With a tighter concentration of 
bubbles, greater staying power, 
superior tenderising and lubricating 
action. 

All in all, a helluva shave. Try It. 

And follow through with Lakm^ 
After Shave Lotion. A fitting finish 
.to a job well done. 

Lakm^ Shaving Cream 
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Disappearance of 
the Janata island 


IL\ 


gttu 


AHARASHTRA had to 
be different. Not different 
l&e Tamil Nadu, but 

different all the aame. 

It deprived the Con* 
(I) of the two-thirds majo* 
rl^ whidi it not in States 

other than Tamil Nadu. The Coni(- 

ress (I) had expected a minimum of 
200 seats and a maximum of 260. In 
fact Mr Vithalrao Gadsil, MP, and 
others had said : “We would not be 
surprised" if the Congress (I) tally 
goes upto 250 of the 288 seats. 

The optimism was not without 
basis. In the Lok Sabha elections 
they won 39 of the 48 seats and led 
in 20S of the 288 Assembly segmen¬ 
ts. However, they could win only 184 
seats this time and the percentage 
of votes polled came down from -14 
per cent to 44 per cent on a rough 
estimate. Their most spectacular oer- 
formanoe was in Bombay where they 
got 26 of the 34 scats, demolishing 
the Janata island, and in Vidarbtia 
where they hold supreme with 56 out 
of the 06 seats in the ri'gion. 

Behind this lag in expectations 
and the 184 seats eventually won, 
are two main factors. One helped the 
Congress (U) not only to work up a 
tally of 47 seats but increase its per¬ 
centage of votes polled roughly from 
10 per cent in the Lok Subhu polls to 
27 per cept. A factor which contri¬ 
buted most was the policy decision, of 
12, Willingdon Crescent to “cut the 
Marathas to slse". In doing so they 
gave tickets to only 80 Marathas 
when in ‘normal* times the Marathas 

R ot nearly 80 per cent of the tickets 
(early two-thirds of the voters are 
Marathas. The Maratha.s sulked, noi 
the least of them being Mr Vusant- 


dada Patil who forms one end of the 
trinity that “controls" or provides 
Ae poUtical and economic leadership 
to the community. The other two ere 
Shared Pawar, the former Chief 
Minister and now leader of the oppo¬ 
sition. 

This was used to advantage by Mr 
Pawar and Mr Chavan who appealed 
for votes on the basis of Marathe 
chauvinism. In fact the response they 
got to the tears they shed for the 
Marathas were sought to be eclipsed 
by Mrs Gandhi and Sanjav Gandhi. 
Thia enthused them so much that Mr 
Pawar said towards the end of the 
campaign, that had they known of 
this response they would have fought 
all the 288 seats, instead of Just IdO. 
In the Congress (U) camp there were 
110 Marathas among the 180 candi¬ 
dates. This paid dividends because in 
the predominantly Maratha areas 
they got most of their seats •— In 10 
out of 26 districts. 

It is also said that 10 of the 12 in¬ 
dependent candidates who sought 
election as rebel candidates were 
Marathas. This proves the extent to 
which the Maratha sentiment domi¬ 
nated the voting pattern in certain 
areas. That many of them may Join 
the Congress (I) cannot be ignored, 
because It is po.ssiblc that Mr Vasant- 
dada Patil, if properly molli&ed by 12. 
Willingdon Crvsoont may be able to 
%vin them over. Another factor that 
halted the Cangress (I) crossing the 
200 mark was inter-Party quarrels. A 
large number of Coagressinon wero 
upset that absolute newcomers to the 
Party were |iven tickets and many 
of them, therefore, worked for the de¬ 
feat of these “new loyalists" as they 
were dubbed 


Bombay street play 



This was IBM apparent in the Con* 
pu* (l)’a fellura to get even a ainf> 
to In Bead dlitrid which lua sev¬ 
en Asiembhr con^tuendea Loral 
Gongressmen wero peeved that 1^ 
Sundarrao Solanke was given a ticket 
just because he crossed on the eve of 
the elections with four other Cong¬ 
ress (U) legislators. They allegedlv 
worked for his defeat, Mr Baourao 
Kale, another Congress (1) candidate 
and a strong contender for the Chief 
Ministership was defeated becaura 
Me local Congressmen of Mr S. B. 
Chavon's group were said to have 
worked against him. 

The Congress (I)’s spectacular pe^ 
formance m Bombay where it could 
win only otae seat in the Lok Sabha 
election can be attributed partly to 
the image of Mrs Gandhi and partly 
to the alliance with the Shiv Sena. 
The Congress (1) also scored because 
of the low percentage of voting in 
Bombay, Bombay registered only 87 
per cent voting and in several areas 
it was even lower. It may be mention¬ 
ed that some “credit" tor this low 
voting goes to an exciting, university 
theatre group called “Aanean". Blue¬ 
eyed Nilum Karnikof this group eays 
that they put up more than a dosen 
performances of their street plays 
calling for a boycott of the elections. 
These street plays at the V. T. sta¬ 
tion, dock areas, working class areas 
and the suburbs of Thane and Dhun- 
dup drew huge d'owds and when the 
pouce tried to disperse the actors and 
actresses the crowds demanded that 
they be allowed to continue. The 
short plays showed greedy politicians 
of all hues ntaking promises and af¬ 
ter they won, all they did was exploit 
the people. ‘‘We told the people that 
water, housing, electricity were mere 
promises and that they could get 
nothing without a struggle.. They 
could uot change their lives through 
the ballot box and had to struggle”. 

The Shiv Sainiks, who were geared 
up in the course of the campaign 
with promises that they would be 
given Rajya Sabha representation if 
the Congress (I) came to power, gave 
up their earlier sullen postures at not 
being able to put up their own can¬ 
didates, and worked for the Congress 
(I). Their votes and those of the 
slumdwellers tilted the scales in fav¬ 
our of the Congress (I). Added to 
this was the fact that the old Janata 
votes were divided between the Jana¬ 
ta (JP) and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in about six constituen- 
des. dkmgresa (I) candidates could 
get tnf with barely a 3.000 vote mar¬ 
gin and in Malaibar Hill, Balwant 
utul scraped through with a meas¬ 
ly margin of 890 votes., ^ , 

The Congreos (I) no doubt is in a 
very oomfortsble poelUon .in the 
Stan but the Party leeders have, to 
be careful since there is no saying 
wbtn a group of ConMssmM may 
cross over if they faei neglected. Mr 
fll^ad Piwsr dd that in 1^8 and 
brought down tho Congreos-^ngrMs 
(1) coalition governmant. Till 12. 
Willingdon Crososnt gots cmplote 
oontrol much will doptnd on tho now 
Chiof Minlstar. 




And keep the nation 
on tho nsovo. 


bi our own colony at Ihopoli, 
tho alafl and school tranapoit mtm 
a part of oar wallaxa drira. 


Where there's transport. 
Zenith special steels 
make the going smooth. 
Buses, trucks, cars, trains, 
even bicycles. All of 
them need our special 
steels to forge ahead. 
Indeed, we draw our 
strength from steel in 
other ways as well. 


Take oureteel pipes. 

We not only pioneered 
their exports in 1964, 
but are India's leading 
exporters today. Earning 
precious foreign 
exchange from over fifty 
countries. Winning 
export awards. 

Then again, our rolls 
and shears cut paper. 


wood and shape metals. 
Now, our dye inter¬ 
mediates plant at Tarapur 
is all set to colour 
your world. 

No matter what we do or 
make, we are committed 
to the quality of our 
products and more— 
the quality of life. 
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Credibility gaffe 

I ' . I I. ■■■ ■ ..I — t - . 

Minister of State for Industries causes confusion 


latinfi to transport of this quantum 
of concentrate and the price at whi^ 
it is supplied to the two plants. 
amonK other things, have yet to be 
resolved. Only after all these relevant 
points are settled can a firm date be 
given to Indonesia about commence- 


P [E three-day, maiden, foreign 
visit of the Minister of State for 
Industry. Or Cbaranjit Chanana, in 
May was a remarkable one. Not only 
did it create unnecessary embarrass¬ 
ment between India and Indonesia, 
but also between two Ministries of 
the Government of India. “New 
diapter opens in Indo-lndonesian 
technical and economic co-operation” 
said the eight-page official handout 
Issued on May 13 after the Minister 
returned from Indonesia. 

It was a new chapter indeed. Dr 
Chanana promised Indonesia iron ore 
pellets from a non-existent project. 
Here is what the official handout 
said : “The Indian side indicated that 
due to certain changes in the situa¬ 
tion prevailing in India it would also 
be possible to supply pellets for P. T. 
Krakatau Steel earlier than what was 
envisaged in the supply from the 
Bailadila plant by arranging such 
supplies from the Kudremukh pro¬ 
ject. The pelletising plant at Kudre- 
mukh is in an advanced stage of com¬ 
pletion and supplies of pellets could 
begin in 1980.” 

While this was what the Minister 
said, no firm decision had been taken 
to set up a pelletisation plant based 
on Kudremukh Iron ore coucentrate. 
From all accounts, the Minister was 
briefed properly before his departure 
to Indonesia. Either he did not com¬ 
plete bis homework or did not under¬ 
stand the briefing. Hence his gaffe. 
When some newspapers pointed out 
this slip there was no immediate res¬ 
ponse from the Industry Ministry. 
Four days later the Ministry issued a 
clarification which said that "pending 
completion of the facilities as 
of the Kudremukh project the supp¬ 
ly of pellets has been arranged 
from Pale plant and the joint sector 
plant at Goa.” The Pale plant had 


sources, does not mention anything 
about pellets from Kudremukh. All 
the adverse publicity resulting from 
^s gaffe naturally was not relished 
by Dr Chanana. 

In fact, the office of the Minister 
of Steel and Mines is only one corri¬ 
dor away from that of the Minister 
of State for Industry. Instead of qui- 
eUy sortinii out the confusion created 
after the mistake had been 
acknowledged the Industry Mi¬ 
nistry sought to resolve the 
problem in its own indepen¬ 
dent way. A representative of the 
Chowgules was called to bale out the 
Government. But the Chowgules have 
their own problem. The Pale pellet 
plant—which is completely export- 
oriented—lias remained closed for the 
past two months due to lack of pow¬ 
er. Production from the other joint 
sector pellet plant has been committ¬ 
ed to Japan for the next ten years. 
If pellets from there have to be div¬ 
erted to Indonesia, the agreement 
with Japan will have to be changed. 

Moreover, the Industry Ministry 
ha.s apparently proposed to move ab¬ 
out 1.5 niilliun tonnes of iron ore 
concentrates a year from Kudremukh 
and convert it into peHet.s at the 
two plants in Goa. The probleois re- 


ment of pellet supplies. Notwithstan¬ 
ding all these unresolved issues, a 
spokesman of the Industry Ministry 
has stated that “As a result of arran¬ 
gements” made obviously with the 
Goa plants, “450,000 tonnes of pellets 
per annum will be available for 
shipment to Indonesia beginning the 
last quarter of 1980.” One has to 
wait and sec whether shipments 
begin on time or not. 

.Dr Chanana, meanwhile, was con¬ 
siderably embarrassed by the publi¬ 
city. Some scapegoat had to be fountf 
and the target seems to be a joint 
seCTCtary in the Ministry of Steel 
And Mincs>~ati IAS officer with a 
clean record. Dr Chanana has writt¬ 
en to Mr Pranab Mukherjee, Minis¬ 
ter for Steel and Mines, reportedly 
seeking action against the officer. 
Acc-ording to informed sources in 
Udyog Bhavaii, Dr Chanana was ad¬ 
vised against writing the ktter to 
Mr Mukherjee. But he chose not to' 
listen to this for his own reasons. At 
the time of writing this article (May 
29). reports arc that word has come 
from higher quarters suggesting that 
Mr Pranab Mukherjee just ignored 
the letter, thus closing the sorry epi¬ 
sode. 

S. C. ANANTHARAMAN. 

New Delhi 


How question papers 
are bought and sold 

Higher Secondary examinees will face 
the consequences 


been put up by Chowgules which 
company also has an interest in the 
joint sector plant. Thus the Indpstrv 
Ministry itself had to confirm that 
the Mllets win not be supplied from 
the Kudremukh project—which the 
official Press note had sa'id “is in an 
advanced stage of completion”— 
uus virtually contradicting the 
Minister and what had'^been included 
in the protocol signed between the 
two countries. 

How sq^ a mistake occurred, no- 
one is willing to say. Dr Chanana visi¬ 
ted Indonesia between May 8 and 10. 
A meeting was held to brief him on 
May 4. At this briefing, there was no 
..mention of pellets being supplied 
from the Kudremukh project. Where 
Minister got his idea from, it is 
<Mlcult to say. Even the written 
brfM- according to Industry Ministry 


HAT can one say about our 
flourishing academic mafia 
which adds a new feather to its cap 
each year? Volumes. But words 
con offer no solace to 150,000 un¬ 
fortunate Hi^er Secondary exami¬ 
nees of West Bengal whose 
examinations were postponed fol¬ 
lowing large-scale leakage of 
Question papers. After the leakage 
was discovered “officially” on 
Monday May 19, the examination 
in one paper was cancelled in Cal¬ 
cutta centres and examinations in 
the remaining subjects were post¬ 
poned in all centres of West Bengal 
by about a month. 

This year’s Higher Secondary 
examinations began on May 10 
with a record number of 150,000 
examinees spread over 493 centres 


in West Bengal. Even as the exa¬ 
minations began, there were 
rumours that questions of certain 
subjects had leaked out. On May 
15, some examinees received a set 
of questions which tallied with the 
actual English paper-2 of May 18. 
Others .say that the questions had 
leaked out in the first week of May 
itself. 

One student who preferred to 
remain anonymous told SUNDAY : 
“On May l,a friend handed me the 
questions for English paper-2. I 
worked out the answers and coin- 
rr.itted them to heart. The ‘sugges¬ 
ted’ essay was ‘Fleets of 
television on our life’. The actual 
question paper which we got on 
May 16 in the examination hall 
proved to be an exact copy of what 
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my friend had given me on Uas h 
You will find it hard to beUmm 
that most of us knew the unseen 
passage which we were supposed 
to summarise in precis form. On 
Thursday, May 16, I saw the ques¬ 
tions for English paper-2 being 
openly sold at Gariahat for Rs 15”. 

By Friday (May 16) evening; 
most examinees knew that ques¬ 
tions were beiM leaked. But the 
officials of the West Bengal Council 
for Higher Secondary Education 
simply refused to believe it. When 
the Council's president, Mrs Anila 
Devi, was contacted by reporters 
on fViday (May 16), she said : 
“The Council has not received any 
reports as yet It might be a fact 
that some of the questions expected 
by the students clicked”. She also 
( said that the Council had received 
no report about the sale of question 
papers. Newspaper offices in the 
city however received numerous 
calls from students and guardians 
pointing out the leakage. 

The climax came on Sunday, 
May 18; when a number of ques¬ 
tions for Monday’s physics paper-I 
were mysteriously leaked out. 
Students and teachers of different 
colleges rang up newspaper offices 
and read out specific questions of 
(the physics paper-1. Students 
waited in suspense for the Coun¬ 
cil’s decision. 

Besides Mrs Anila Devi, Mr 
I Nirupam Som, Calcutta’s new 
: Commissioner of Police, also had 
to face reporters and guardians of 
students who wanted to know more 
about the leakage and the action 
being planned against those res¬ 
ponsible. But nobody knew who 
the culprits were. Since the police 
were not officially informed about 
the leakage -hntil Monday (May 
JMr Som made a request to 
newspaper offices for copies of 
leaked questions. The Statesman 
obliged Mr Som with a list of 
seven questions. Since it was alle¬ 
ged that the first “scene” of the 
leakage “drama” was enacted with¬ 
in, the premises of Bhowanipore 
Education Society, Mr Som ins- 
[ tructed the Bhowanipore police 
station to investigate. (Bhowani- 
pore Education Society is in the 
jurisdiction of this thana.) 



Finally, at a hurriedly convened 
Press conference on Monday (May 
19) evening Mrs Anila Devi an¬ 
nounced that the questions of the 
physics paper-I had been leak¬ 
ed out before the examination. 
She told reporters that on Sunday 
(IMay 16) evening a {pmale stu¬ 
dent had handed her a copy oi 
the leaked questions of :^ysips 
paper-I. Jt was only after the 
physics examination began on 
Monday that she copld verify the 
extent of the leak. Mrs Devi 
..found that the copy given to her 
^rller tallied “from A to 21’ with 
jkqlwstions set by the Board. At the 
iM^e Press confermie she an- 
^nouaced ffiat the examination in 



ph.ysi,cs paper-1 bad been can¬ 
celled at Calcutta centres because 
of the leakage. Sdmultaneouslyl 
the remaining examinations sche¬ 
duled (rbrn Tuesday (May ^). 
were postponed to June 16 in all 
centres throughout the state. 

To most students, the news of 
the postponement came as a shock. 
Though there has been no orga¬ 
nist opposition to the Council’s 
decision, the students arc in an 
angry mood. Said Manqi ^unik 
of St Xavier’s school : “The post¬ 
ponement of the examination has 
completely apset my plans. I 
wanted to join a collie m Delhi. 
The academic year for Delhi Lni- 
versity starts in mid-July. My 
results would hopefully come out 
in October. So 1 have no option 
but to either sit idle for a year 
and join Delhi University in 1981 
nr enrol myself in Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity and rot for another four 
years”. 

The Council believes that the 
leak was confined to a few cen¬ 
tres, mostly In south Calcutta : 
Bhowanipore Educatiion Society; 
Gandhi Memorial Balika Vidyalaya, 
Maulana Azad college, Charu 
Chandra college and St Lawrence 
school. The students however beg 
.to differ. Their contention is 
simple once questions are leaked 
out it is impossiqle to asceitain 
the extent of the leak. Even if 
a handful of examinees get hold 
of leaked questions, they are 
passed around for the benefit of 
others. Some students have there¬ 
fore demanded that the physics, 
examination in all the centres must 
be cancelled. Teachers too have 
thrown their weight behind the 
students’ demand. 


A S soon as the leakage was offld- 
ally confirmed, Calcutta Police 
swung into action. The Police Con^ 
missioner. Mr N. Som, entrusted the 
task of booking the culprits to the 
Detective Department (DD). On 
21. 5. 80. the DD registered a case 
(number 2B4) at the Park Street 
Police station. (No police investigation 
can start mttil a case is registered at 
s thana.) Mr A. R. Khan, the DD 
chief assigned Mr S. O. Sarkar. an 
Assistant Commissioner to probe the 
leakage. 

Mr Sarkar who has an outstanding 
record In the police service began b> 
interrogating a number of Hiiffier 
Secondary examinees. He eventuailv 
came across one student who had 
bought the questions. This student 
guided Mr Sarkar to the person who 
had sold the questions. The seller 
tvas Nabaran Roy, a Higher Secon* 
dary examinee Vrho lived in Manohar- 
pulmr in south Calcutta. But Nabar* 
an was not at home. When he return¬ 
ed, he was taken to Ballvgunje police 
station where Mr Sarkar interrogat¬ 
ed him from 12.30 a.m. to 6 a.m. in 
the morning. A frightened Nabaran 
finally confessed that he had peddled 
the questions among a number of 
examinees. 

But how did Nabaran get the que6> 
Hon papers ? Me purchased it from 
Bidhu Majumdar, who until a few 
years ago lived in Manoharpukar but 
later migrated to Delhi in search of 
a job. In Delhi, Bidhu earned his liv¬ 
ing as an autorideshaw driver. 

On Saturday, May 24, inspectors 
N. Ganguly, P. Ghosh and U. S. Lahi- 
ri flew to Delhi. There they found 
out that one of Bidbu's*sisters was 
married to Jivan Singh who worked 
for Pearl Offset press situated in 
Kritinagar, Delhi. The question pap¬ 
ers for physics, chemistry and mathe¬ 
matics were printed at this press. 
Bidhu managed to elude the poHoo 
but Jivan Singh was in Delhi. He 
confessed that be had brought out 
the question paper and handed it to 
Bidhu. The police party returned to 
Calcutta along with Jivan Singh. A 
case was immediately instituted 
against the three accused persons. 
Ibe court will soon announce its ver¬ 
dict. The police theory is that Jivan 
Sln^ gave the questions to Bidhu 
Majumdar who came down to (fel- 
cutta and sold it to Nabaran Roy and 
a few (kher persons-Robin Majumdar 
(Bidhu’s brother) and Vijayraj Singh 
(Jivan Singh's brother) who bad ag¬ 
reed to help the police discovered 
that Bidhu was hiqing in Mathura. 
He was promptly arrested and hand¬ 
ed to ^Mara police station in Delhi. 
Delhi Police later handed Bidhu to 
the DD officers of Calcutta Police. 

In the light of the recent leak¬ 
age, a thorough review of the work¬ 
ing of the West Bengal Council for 
Secondary Education is necessary. 
Only last year, the Higher Secondary 
examination had to be postponed at 
the eleventh hour—two days before 
the scheduled date of commeno!- 
mint. The reason ; admit cards wero 
not ready 1 

S. N. M. ABDI. Calcutta 
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nHSH Rica, dhal and 
\SUMSHBti vegatablea togathar I 

By uting a Prestige with its inner containers 
you can cook rice, dhal and vegetables at the 
same time. Normal cooking time in a Prestige 
Cooker doss not exceed 15-20 minutes. Just 
a few mors minutes for seasoning — and 
your entire meal is ready. 


'ii - 1”' Largar containars 

I I for maximum 

cooking apace I 

But doesn't the use of containers cut cooking 
space considerably 7 Not with a Prestige 1 
A Prestige is designed to hold containers 
almost as wide as tne cooker body. Which is 
why a Prestige gives you so much more 
container space than equivalent-sized cookers 
of other design. See one for yourself. ^ 


Sava aiactricity, 
gas, karoaana 
or coal I 

A Prestige cooks as well on kerosene or coal, 
as on electricity or gas. Since it cuts cooking 
time considerably, it conserves fuel; and 
saves you money as well as time. 


fpmmmmmmmmmmmmrnmm^ 

j How much more \ 
I container space? S 

a Sea aPrsstigs Cooker for yourself I Com- ! 
, ■ pare it with equivalent -sized pressure ! 
S cookers of other design. The Prestige ■ 

■ "Praett6.6‘'modsl gives you 61% more I 
I container space. The Prestige "Elegant" | 
I has a phenomenal 101% more containar | 
I space. For cooking a whole meal at a ■' 

■ time there's no cooker Ilka a Prastige. S 
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^ The tailed ba by 

W9S it a fraak happening ? 

M rs hanu bhattachaiiya , 

SO’yfW^M. 


SO’yfW^M 
born baSy would 
boyond 
that hai 
bora wll 
8. 


Pritiattaao Hoapitjd, Calcutta kapt it 
a ancrot from the mo^er. at leait 
for the flrat couple of davi. 

With a diameter of half an inch at 
the root and a fifth of an inch at the 
tip. the thre«-lndi tatt grew from the 
cotxyx, the end'bone of the verte* 
jibral column, and waa free from any 
^eletal elemenu. “ft doea not aeem 
to be a voluntan organ." aaid a 
bewildered phyaician for. apparentlv. 
"the boy did not reapond to ordinarv 
physical stimulua on that part of 
the body." 

while such an incident had no 
precedence; neither in the hopapl- 
tal’s history nor in the experience of 
the doctors present, opinion seems to 
be divided over the cause of such a 
phenomenon. According to one view, 
the malformation is not an impotsl- 
jility. Embryos of all vertebrates are 
known to develop taili. In the case 
of a human being the "embroyonlc 
il" begins to grow in the fourth 





week of pragnancv and attains a 
maximum Uingth by the end of the 
fifth week. Tneraafter the tail bt' 
gins, to ragreia and by the time the 
i child is bom, ft is almost nonaxist* 
I ent, Howavtr, the tail can remain 

f vlsihia. at baa haoptnad in this case. 

if tha ragrairton ataga ia misiad du* 
* ring pragnan(;y; an occurranca 
which 11 aoektantial and cannot ht 
prevented w au^ 

The alternate view linka tbs phe< 
nomenon with hormonal and/or gane- 
tlc imbalancaa. Thyroid .hormonaa 
are known to help other vartebratia 

.>log* 

^Ifty 

that a doflciancy of tha hormone in 
a pregnant woman's avatam may 
cause bar to give Uith to an infant 
with a tail. 8u^ a malformation 
can therafore be pravented by giv* 
Ing the expectant motbar the proper 
medication. 

And how has the family of the 
baby boy reacted? Initially, one 
of shock. Qose relatione frantically 
urged the Joumalista to keep the 
names of the parents a secret. How* 
ever, when it waa realised that the 
occurance waa not so uncommon 
after all and had happened, in West- 
.ern countries, the tension relaxed. 
After the parenu bad given their 
consent for removing the tall, a team 
of doctors operated upon the freak 
child on Wedneeday, June 11. Ihe 
five-centlmetre-long tail was removed. 

PATHIK GUHA. Calcutta 
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M ils DUTT — the Nargit 
of yesteryear whose 
affair with Raj Kapoor 
many years aRo had aene- 
rated a lot of steam in the 
Press — has not ouite 
forxotten her detractors. - 
After she was nominated to 
the Raiva Sabha. several 
parties were hosted in her 
honour. But Mrs Dutt made 
a condition to her boatn: 
she would- attend only if 
the Press was kept out. 

She attended the partiM 
and, as expected, there 
were no newsbounds 
around. 


T he red rose has had 
a aood bit irf smooth 
aailins — through the 
censor board to the screens 
in cinema houses. And no 
one seems to have raised 
any objections to this film. 
To beam with. Mr K L. 
Khandpur, chairman ai the 
Central Board (tf Film 
Censors, piAved the comMP' 
ed roles of the proverWal 
Three Monkeys; he saw. 
spoke and heard nothinc. 

So the cans went to the 
examinina panel of the 
Board which, eventually, 
took no dedslwt; the rexion- 
al officer, who was 
supposed to cast a dedsivn 
vote, chickened out at the 
last minute. Then, the 
tevisinx committee took up 
the matter and also played 
it safe — its chairman 
refused to cast his vote. 
The circle was completed 
when the Board received 
the film axain and the 
good deed was done when 
the film was passed 
unscathed. 


'THE "tall story" is fuU ol 
A hixh tension drama and 
subtle diplomacy. Amdobb 
Bacbcban is no longer what 
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he was a .year ago. After 
parting company with 
Salim /mad, tbe atar 
has been feeling quite 
unsure of his ratings in the 
celluloid bazaar. So «dut 
does be do? Ha studies hia 
maph and then decides that 
Prakaah Mthra it Us only 
saviour. While six conse¬ 
cutive Amitabh-starrers did 
Just about moderate bu^ 
ness in the last year, it was 
Mebra’s Muqaddar Ka Sik- 
andar which turned out to 
be a fantastic money- 
spinner. So now Amitabh 
has turned to Prakaib 
Mehra. In doing so. be has 


to do a tfit of patdiing up 
with the produoerdlrector. 
He had initially stalled 
quite a few of the latter's 
productions by not giving 
him shooting dates Inu 
Amitabh has now allotted 
dates in bdlk to Prakaah 
Mehra. 

R aja ROY, brother of 
Aeena Roy and Barkha. 
was scheduled to leave for 
the UAE to attend a show 
in which his sistas were 
participating. Before he 
went he spoke to a friend 
of bis, a Customs employ¬ 
ee. about tbe advisability 



of bringing back oertahl . 
Items. He was appareathr 
warned to stay far from 
Kishore Ktaner and on no 
account to return with 
him, the reasm being that 
Customs men are rfjwgic 
to him. And naturally, if 
tbe Customs are hanh 
with Kidiore oq arrival «t 
Santa Cruz, they have to 
mete out tbe same treab 
ment to others on tbe ssoh 
fUght. 

I S the monopMy of the 
Mantieshkar maharmk 
at last coming to an end? 
Neither M them figured h 
Qurbani, Perot Khm’t 
forthcoming Mm, the song 
of which have aliha^ be¬ 
come famous long before tU 
picture’s release. Then 
there was the case of Ra3 
Grover, producer of Taaqat 
who wanted to -record a 
song for a movie of bis. 

He bad assigned it to Adi( 
Bhonsle and had paid her 
all dues in advance. All wai 
set for the recnding, the 
musicians were assembled 
but at the last moment a 
messam from the singet 
said she would be unaMe 
to do the recording due tc 
a throat affliction. Nothint 
new. that. So Raj did 
the only other thing possk 
ble: he arranged for 
another singer and recordr 
ed the song without delay. 


P ICES are going up. 

And so are the prices 
of stars. Amitabh s is of 
course by far the highest 
but the queaticm is: who 
comes next on the list? 
Jeetendra, Rajesh Khatma, 
Rishi Kapoor or Shatm- 
ghan Sinna? Oae tbings’s 
for sure — each of them 
wants to be number 2. 
Jeetu started cbarging as 
much as IS lakhs, I bear, 
and Rishi followed suit 
soon after with his success 
in the movie Sargam. 

QO Shatrughaa Sinha 
O at last begun to 
acknowtedge the existence 
of Komal, whom be plans 
to marry. She gave up her 
career, wbidt never did 
take off, for his sake. How¬ 
ever. Shatru did not marry 
her in the interim because 
be wanted to establish his 
own career, which is still 
neither here nor there. 
Komal is busy comploting 
her graduation, whidi is a 
condition of Shatni’a prior 
to marriage. To demonstrate 
his love for her. Jto re¬ 
portedly presmiMW her vrith 
a diamond rlgir. And, i 
according to OM of the m 
dealers, tbe ring is one of 
the costliest ki the film 
world. 









_ a|» ftwINi thi 

ftiliniittptrMir 
rew aaothar falUiif Mar 

out of bar boiiM. Oeoiinl, 
fuUy aoirfed and upaM, 
refuaad to movo out or 
Savttri’a bouaa. But 
Savitrt, who wai in an 
equally inebriated mood 
wai feari^l of her fail^ 
fortune. She waa afraid 
that hw lover'a bad luck 
would further affect her own 
future. Ibe dejected actor 
continued to have more 
flints, some pleasant and 
some unpleasant. And 
Savitri tried her hand at 
direction. She faded 
erably, and took to 
ohol in a most uninhibit- 
way. Between heavy 
drinkint and nursint 
hantovers she also did 
character roles in two 
dozen films. Gemini 
Ganesh. whose career came 
to a standstill went on a 
reconciliation spree. He 
made peace witn bis 
mistress PutbpalvalU and 
daughters Rtkha and 
Rndha, called back his wife 
and started living with her. 
Since then be hardly met 
Savitri thoun his friends 
believe that no sent 
money regularly to her as 
M heavy drinking brought 
rponey lender to her 
palatial house. Diamonds 
and Imported oars were 
then hawked as if it was, 
nobody’s business. In the 
last week of May, Savitri 
lav in an unconscious state 
at Bangalore Bowring 
Hospital. The producer 
who hod her admitted there 
was getting panidty as he 
bad to shell out heavy 
sums to treat Savitri’s 
multiple ailments. When 
Gemini Ganesh heard this 
sad story he mode lmme> 
diste arrangements to bring 
Savitri to Madras, and 
^pKe hU financial prob- 
9ns had her admitted in 
me of the boat nursing 
Homes. As she was hovering 
between life and death, 
the ageing actor wu going 
ewdous moments. 

I wf 




Who says mivalry it dead? 

MADRAS was in the grip 
* I of excitement on the 
eye of the i^aie of two 
Tamil iUms Guru mid Kali. 
Both are directed by 
Kerala’s I. V. Sasi: the 
former stars KotTWloboMo 
who’s going through a bad 
paUa ri^t now, and 
Saemo. So you can imagine 
his anxiety. In Iwi, Rejni- 
^ is in ^ title role 
Vposite Seems. Apart 
from minor rivalry 
between Kamolabasen and 
H^nikaat, many more 

;''X ' , ' 
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egos jure involved in the 
tuoeess » faUure of tlM 
IUms. Iliough Sasi is the 
common director, he’s 
accused of showing more 
Interest In Kali This Is 
understKodable as Katfe 
script is written by the 
writer J. Mahendran 
whereat Guru la the Tamil 
version of a bediy written 
Hindi bit Jugnu. 

A n Interesting develop¬ 
ment bas taken piece 
in South Indian filmi 
during the last decade. A 
star having a bad time in 
one Southy language tries 
his/her luck in another and 
finds warm welcome there. 
And this kind of star migra¬ 
tion continues even todnv. 
When actress Sujatha failed 
to stage a comeback in 
Tamil films soon after her 
marriage, she did a couple 
of Malayelam films but she 
couldn't achieve much in 
Kerala. And then Telugu 
director Dauai Narwna 
Roo gave her roles In hla 
two films. And now we 
hear Sujatha is harvesting 
rich returns in Andhra. 
Srividpa is also haviitf a 
graft time in Kerala, and 
sriOM is collecting at 
much by way of a star 


price from Andhra produo- 
era at from IteiU oiiea. 

MENAXA’a maiden film 
1^1 Aamovs* VapoauMtu 
Vaatbufto performed the 
ventshiug tririt In the 
second week after its 
release. But she’s in tor 
better timet. Director 
Bhorotan baa signed her 
for bis first Tamil film 
whkdi ia a remake of his 
successful Malayalam film 
Pavanam. In the original, 
liOKshmi played the role of 
a young woman who’s 
married to an old man. 
Made more than a 
decade ago, the film 
contained a. dot of sexy 
scenes, whidt could 
not emulate bis more 
successful films like 
Ralhi Nirvedhm 
apd Thakara. 

P KR last five 
yearn ftoopa 
Chawda was 
looking around 
deaparatelv tor 
rolei. Now she 
hoi a couple W, 


of fitana on hand but it 
saama a Md thing that she 
ia baittg uaed^ai a double 
in some of Shoba’s inoom* 
plate films, in the long-shot 
aoquencea that ia. The film 
le-Ming titled SomanW Poo. 

PIOUSJI 






VARIETY 


Sunday we^ 


i tqinn i ng Jum II 

This week the Sun, Mercury and Venus are conjoined In Gemini. Rahu alone Is In Cancer, while Saturn, Mars and, 
Jupiter are assembled in Leo. Uranus Is In Libra, Neptune is in Scorpio and Kethu Is in Ci^irioorn. The Moon wlii' 
be nwving through Cancer, Leo and Virgo from Gemini. 


direction 


awes (March 21 —■ 
April 20) A week of 
^ great success In busl- 

^ finance is 

' predicted. This may 
precede or follow an important 
change in life which might be a 
change in job or residence. Your 
domestic life wilt be a happy one. 
Check extravagant tendencies and 
pay great attention to business 
dealings. A happy romance is in the 
offing. A promotion Is forecast. 
Good dates : 15, 16, 19 and 21. 
Lucky numbers : 3, 6 and 9. Fa- 
vourabio direction : South. 

TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) This week Is 
^ ^ going to be a happy 
one. Routine matters 
progress well but be 
careful of friends who might try to 
swindle you. Try to avoid quarrels. 
You might have a difference of 
opinion with an older man. But do 
not worry.aince this week Is a 
lucky one. Promotions are in the 
offing and business will be good 
this week. Good dates : 16, 18, 
20 and 21. Luclw numbers : 2, 4 
and 7. Favourable direction 
South-weat 

OEMIW (May 23 — 
June 21) Romance is 
in the offing. This will- 
*>*’•'’0 Joy to your life. 
W W f iS> You will gain through 
a secret association. Your perso¬ 
nal life will proceed apace. There 
will be little sorrow or trouble In 
your career or domestic life. Be 
content with the slow progress you 
seem to be making. Be patient 
and tactful while dealing with eld¬ 
ers or those in authority. A friend 
will help you. Good dates : 16, 17, 
18 and 21. Lucky numbers : 1, 3 
and 10. Favourable direction 
North. 

CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) You will be 
less fortunate than last 
week. Try not to dls- 
'*>- please your superior or 
employer, those In business will 
make good gains. An elderly per¬ 
son, however, will cause some 
trouble. There might be some 
minor domestic matters which 
might cause you some trouble but 
do not be Impatient. Pay attention 
to business and take the advice of 
elders. Good dates : 17, 19 and 
20. Lucky numbers : 4, 6 and 8. 
Favourable dkeclion : West. 


a LEO (July 23 — 
August 22) The first 
hall of the week will 
be rough as regards 
business and profes¬ 
sion. The rest of the week will, 
however, bring happiness especial¬ 
ly from the domestic front. You 
will gain from a new friendship or 
association. But be cautious. 
Times are not particularly favour¬ 
able for matrimonial affairs. Do not 
gamble for high stakes. Good 
dates : 18, 20 and 21. Lucky 
numbers : 8, io and 11 . Favourable 
dbeeUon : East. 

« i VIRGO (August 23 — 
September 22) a very 
[ important week lies 
ahead of you. Some 
rapid developments In 
your field of work will take you 
out of town. For some the time is 
ripe tor winning a lottery ticket. 
Those in service will receive a 
promotion. Be tactful with your 
partner this week. Good dales 
16, 19 and 20. Lucky numbers: 
2, 8 and 12 . Favourable direction : 
South. 

LIBRA (September 23 
M ~ Octo'mr 22) Good 
fortune Is coming your 
■ib You will gain 

through romance, chil¬ 
dren and speculation. You may 
benefit unexpectedly. But you may 
be faced with opposition from an 
elderly person. Do not get entan¬ 
gled In litigation. Let not domestic 
or ova affairs interfere with your 
business or Hnanclal affairs. Your 
health may need an extra care. 
Good dates : 19,20 and 21. Lucky 
numbers : 2 , 7 and 9. Favourable 
direction : West. 

SCORPIO. (October 23 
— November 21) A 
mixed fortune Is in the 
‘r offing. You rtay be 

—“ affected with secret 
matters of the heart. A sudden 
change is likely to enable you to 
consolidate your position and es¬ 
tablish your tile on a firm footing. 
Your business will prosper provid¬ 
ed you make your intuition your 
guide. A new.friend of the op¬ 
hite sex will contribute to your 
happiness, if you are careful, luck 
will surely smile bn you. Devote 
time to the famIty.Good dates : 15 
and 21. Lucky numbers ; 3, 6 and 
9. Favourabto dirsctlon : West 
and South. 


dirsctlon 


« SAGITTARIUS (NCf 
wembor 22 — Ooeam- 
ber 22) Those In 
business will prosper. 
Your past work will be 
amply rewarded. Some of you 
might even be promoted or receive 
some form of recognition. Many 
edit profit In matters of estate. 
Those In teaching will do well this 
week. A secret matter or love will 
bring joy and good fortune. Push 
your anairs to the utmost. Be 
tactful while dealing with partners. 
Good dales : 15, 17, 19 and 21. 
Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 6. 
Favourable direction : South. 

CAPRICORN (Oacem- 
T bar 23 — January 20) 

« Take a little care over 
routine business. There 
vnx..—.'4 ntight be a. minor dis¬ 
agreement after which it will be an 
easy and fruitful week. You will 
gain through the occult. Be pati¬ 
ent while dealing with serious but 
unexpected obstacles which will 
crop up this week. Your health 
will be good. Good dates : 16, 18, 
20 and 21. Lucky numbers : 4, 7 
and 9. Favourable direction: East. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
c —Fabruaty 19) This 

week once again your 
good fortunes will 
come from your own 
Intuitions. Many will win promo¬ 
tions through their own hunches. 
Those In business will have suc¬ 
cessful business dealings. Elders 
will help you and many will gain 
some proMrty. There might be 
unreasonable opposition from an 
elderly member of the fwnlly.Qood 
dalaa : 15, 16, 19 and 20. Lucky 
nuinbara : 1, 9 and 10. Favcmrabio 
dlrecBoo ; North. 

PiSCES (February 20 
— March 20) This 
wyek will be an aver- 
age one. This is the 
opportune time to be¬ 
gin any new undertaking. Make 
any changes in profession which 
you have been contemplating. Be 
tactful and you will probably avoid 
a lawsuit. Be guided by your own 
Intuitions. Many will benefit from 
art music and literature. A mem¬ 
ber of the opposite sex ^l| cer¬ 
tainly aid you. Your healin will be 
good. Good dalaa: 16, 17, 19 
and 20. Lucky numbers : 2, 4 and 
7. Favouiable diraclion : West. 

M B. RAMAN 
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iis India 



COIMBATORE: The endurance feats- 
crazy N. Parthasaratby, who is con¬ 
testing as an independent candidate, 
‘hoppM’ through tlw streets of Coim¬ 
batore, in a gunny bag covering 5 km 
in two hours. The sack covering him 
from foot to neck carried the slogan, 
. ‘Vote for the lion symbol’. Another 
’ candidate, Mr K. Arunan who has been 
I allotted the “Elephant” symbol recent- 
r ly hired and rode an elephant during 
Uie canvassing. N. Parthasaratby. who 
i has been allotted the symbol of "Lion" 

- is sorry that he could not hire a lion 
“an Exprexs (S. J. Jeyakaran. 
ein) 



NOR; A young girl was mairidd, 
divorced and remarri^ the same day, 
in village Bbaguwala. 25 kms from 
here. The unusual drama took place 
when a bridegroom just after comple- 
i tion of ‘nikah’ (marriage ceremony) in¬ 
sisted that a photograph of his friends 
should be taken with the girls of 
bride’s family. This was resented to 
by the parents of tihe bride leading to 
i a divorce then and there. No sooner 
I the marriage party packed up to. 
i return home without the bride, another 
: young boy was selected from among 
the marriage party and the divorced 
hride was married again —The Indian 
Nation (Satish iTasad, Bhagalpur) 

An all-policemen gang of 
^woits has been formed by a hostile 
police constaMe who looted the armoury 
of a rural police station in Gwalior 
district. Ram Babu Singh, a head con¬ 
stable, and three constables of Bhind 
district who Were missing from duty, 
joi^ the hostile constable, Shiv Singh 
—The Times of India (Satyajit Chakra- 
vartty, Shillong) 

PATIALA; An independent andidatei 
was weighed against water melons. Mr 
nrara Sin^ Kambo is now looking 
forward to being weighed against cue- 
up^rs. Another independent. Mr M.! 
C. Bfaaradwaj was weighed against 
^ks Witten by Lala Hardayal, the 
scholar and revolutionary. Mr 
Jtrth Chand, another independent was 
■■pighed against medidneg.. The Punjab 
^Medicos Forum which did the weigh- 


piizn ri 30 loi lh« Mitiy givtn (irtt 


Ing, said the medicines would be dis¬ 
tributed among the mwr—The Hindus¬ 
tan Times (Naresh (munder, Jaipur) 

BUAPUR: A startling inconsistepey in 
nature’s ways was discovered lately— 
a goat has pvea birth to a human 
male child. Ci the train of all believe- 
it-or-ttot events, this too would perhaps 
find lots of sceptics, but local newsmen 
saw for themselves the “miracle child,” 
whom the owner of the mother goat, 
Mr Mohammed, proudly exhibited and 
even obliged with a miniature dis¬ 
course on human anatomy. Ihe “baby” 
whose face, limbs, ears, mouth and 
tongue bore stark resemblance to a 
human male’s measured 2.5 feet in 
length and weighed nine pounds, and 
was dead soon after it was bom. The 
baby’s twins—both thoroughly goat- 
like^re alive and kicking —Deccan 
Herald (L Srinivasan, Bangalore) 

BHADRACHALAM: An 18-year-old 
college girt, Sarada, vriiiie returning 
borne after school was allegedly pushed 
into a well by some boys for not show¬ 
ing her answer paper for copying at 
an examination. However, the well 
being shallow, she escaped with some 
injuries and was admitted to hospital— 
Nagpur Times (N. Mohandas, Nagpur) 

MYLAPOKE: A body of a woman 
floating in the Kapageeswarar tank for 
about three hours was dragged ashwe 
by a group of local people. A police¬ 
man from the Mylapore station also 
arrived on the scene, when to the 
astonishment of onlookers, the woman 
opened her eyes and chided them for 
"disturlnng” her medKation — Indian 
Express (A. Balagangadharan, Madras) 

KOLAR: A 22-ye8i>«M boy lus been 
admitted to the SNR District Hospital 
as the doctors believe ‘him’ to he pre¬ 
gnant. The patient suffers fhm a 
rare condition called ‘hypertrophic 
clitoris. The boy’s mother naturally 
thought the baby to be a boy and 
brought- him up as sudL Lakshman 
considers ‘himself to be a boy only. 
When enquired about ‘his’ health, ‘he’ 
simply gakl ‘he’ was under treatment 
for some septic complications—Indian 
Express (P. Pattar, Bangalore) 

COONDAPUR: As you are on the 
Nandodi ghat road, between (kxmdap 
pur and KoOlur, you sec a grotesque 
sight of a man’s body that nas been 
hanging from a tree near^e road, for 
nearly six months now. The spot Is 45 
miles from the town and nine km 
from Kollur. The Kollur citizens are 
aghast that nothing has baroened to 
spare them fri>m the horror. But the 
police are unable to act because none 
has complained about it. Ihe long am 
of law can stretdi itself only udwn 
there is q. gapplsint. Then has been 
no complaint they say—Deccan Harold 
fK Jamboima. Bangalore) 


without comment 


A STATE whidi bolds the country 
to ransom to gain regional endi 
has. In effect, p»chcdogically with¬ 
drawn from the Union — The 
Statesman on the situation in 
Assam 

WE wanted to save it (oil), so that 
in future it would not be deliver¬ 
ed to any foreign country—^D. P. 
Barooab of the All Assam Students’ 
Union on irideeting oi pipelines 

ONLY politidans of the ruling 

S and Leftists have been to- 
ig in inspired propaganda to 
create enmity among communi¬ 
ties—^BriJ Sharma of the Assam 
Gan Sangram Parishad 

SANJAY GANDHI is the hero ot 
India’s cultural revolution—Oia- 
ranjit CHianana, Union Minister of 
State for Industry 

RICHARD NIXON got ' the 
Sanjay sort of allegiance from his 
staff in his last days — and we 
all know what happened to 
him— Vhsod Mehta in Btuinets 
India 

I HAVE no spedal interest in the 
Express building...And what, after 
all have I done? Even the con¬ 
struction has not stopped—Jag- 
mohan. Delhi’s Lt. Governor quot¬ 
ed in Sitrya 

THE ruling Party has manipulated 
the results at the point of gun. 
Parliament has beemne increasing¬ 
ly irrelevant and will increasingly 
become so. Where tiien do we go 
from here?—Cbaran Singh’s com¬ 
ment on the Congress(D victory in 
the state Assembly elections 

THE Indian intellectual is not only 
a definitional challenge, he is also 
a sociologioil puzzle—Rhabani Sen 
Gupta in Contour 

THE Indian dvil servants are 
being divided into dependable 
sheep and unreliable goats—binder 
Malbotra in the Sunday Revieie 

THE l^residrat of the Frendh Re¬ 
public does not need the pemission 
of the President of the United 
States to go out of doors—^French 
Foreign Minister, Jean Franoois- 
Poncet quoted in Tinw 

I HAVE no regrets being out of 
hockey considering that nowadays 
it is taken as seriously as Raj 
Narain—Aslam Sber Khan 


WE always look for fresh young 
faces. How can you make a rape 
scene believable, for example, if 
your leading lady looks like she 
doesn’t need any fordng at ail— 
A Janasese blue moviemaker quot¬ 
ed in Asiaweek 


iMtniion/Alti Bhuun m«mc 
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\ARET 


chess 


vmnr _ 

■ iMi 


&m m m& 


■ HittMi nfitv 


■tOMMR (WkMl) to MMM 


TWtnl)H«<rw yaam ago DavW Bronatoln 
ehallanflad tha oiwirMIkhalt BoMnlh tor 
tha ehamplenaliip o( tha world and Uad tha 
matoh 12-12, only to loaa out to a ragutatton 
atoUng that In aueh an avant tha ohamelon 
would ratain Ma tM. To^ Bronatom to 
undaratandaMy mora totoraatad in tha. 
aaathatio Him tha eompatNlva tWa of 
c h aaa. Alwaya raady to Iniroduoa Innovation 
on or off Ilia hoard ha ballavaa tha modami 
gama to ba too wtontlfle, too praoM to! 
oHow a playar to uaa hto Imaolnailon fraaly.l 
Boaoulatlvo or unaound aaormoaa ara maH 
eltaaaly puntohad hv a good grandmaatar 
undar ina praaanMay tuna eontrot of 40 
movaa In 81 houra. Thara to lima to dtoaaet 
and anaiyaa, to find tha mlnulaat flaw. Ona 
of hto mora mlndHtoOflllnfl Waaa to fraa and 
oapand tha oamo to to piiqr aavarat gamaa 
ag«nat tha aama opponant a*nuAanaouaiy. 
Ito raeandy had an aahibition match with 
tha Annanlan grandmaatar Bafaal Vagaivi 
yan In which thm playad four gamaa agalnatl 
each other (with olooka) at tha aama tlma,i 
two with While, two wim Black (It to fairer 
bacauaa nobody hda the advantage of the 
ftrii movai). ^lual eoniamplaling the Idea 
made ma faal a IHtla dlay, but one or two 
ctoar-haadad raadara mighi Ilka to try H out. 

. But auoh axpartmantatTon to un n aea a aary. 
for aa Bronatoln himaalt ahowa tha conven- 
tlonai gama aHH eftora boundtoaa oppor>' 
lunHIaa for oroaHva play; 

White: Bronatoln. Black; Vuklo. 

Vraac 1878. Sicilian Oatonoa, Svaahnikov 
Vartollen. 

1. B-4M4I a N-KBS, B-K8| 

I. P~04, BaPt 4. Naf, N-KBSi S 
N-4BS, a ll(4f-^B-<tt| 7. 

B-WM, P-Mi a B--lia>->0M8| a 
ia bbn, BaBi 11 . w~oa 

B-«at ia NaPtt Vat another of Whha'c 
poaalbllltlaa ki thto poaMon, maybe not 
antlraly oorraci, but It doaa torca Btocfc to 
lay down hto thaorallcal handbook and 
think. 

ia..BaNi laBaPi^-dMilaBaBSo 
White haa three pa f na w hto ptooa, but no 


obvioua plan of attack. 
ia .. it^ii ia p-.. 

PMtlM, »>4MI Not 18. 

- 


ia 

17. 


17. o~os. B-NSi ia B-OBa ia 
0-4ISI A move of graaf vtolon. WhNa'a 
pawna will baeoma dangaroua In tha 

ia ,. B.^-IM Trying to kaap tha bloefcada. 
but ma^ 18. . . O—N4 waa bettor, 
sa B-IM, K^l; 21. Qaa BaQ; 22. 
O — <b-»Ol Typical of Bronatoln, playing on 
all parta of tha board at tha aama tima. If 22. 
. BxP(B7) 23. N-B8. 
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»i .RII--•1lS8. lb~N8| B8. B-ei. 

•—K1V Co^cod that WhNd to prapamg 
an advance on tha g u a an alda. ho tomato 
about tha other half of the board. 
ailAM) as PU4MI BbB: 2S Rto-toH. 
K-4ISt t7. to-IMI »-01| If 87r.. B a B as. 
W N4 and to-KRI mating. 

S8. W - tai Wow ha waavaa a beautiful mat- 
kM net If 88... »~K8 than as. B-BSIB a B; 
» N--a6a IC<-R4; 81. •--1(8 and B--K84a 
88... K-4M| 88. P4SI Again witfi mating 
Idoac; 88. . . BaP: 80. I^B, B-K8; 8r 
N-rBS, BxR; 88. R-NS mala. 

88... B/R8t 88. N-BS,B-OaiSI.M--N7a 
!KaB; 88. R-4181 RMlgna. Thoira to no 
datoivoa to the Ihiaai of 33. R—Rai- 8—418; 
84. R—N4 male. 

MICHAEL StEAN 


bridge 


Holding 


« AKS 
d A68 

♦ 08 

* A to 8 8 4, 


your partnar havtog operwd the bidding 
with One Spade, you would ba raaaonably 
happy to doubla an ovareall of Four Cluba. 
But waHl Bettor Ihinga ara round the eomar 


Daalar North. E-W vuinarabto. 

* 87 


• AKA 
to ASS 

♦ 08 

« A 10SS4 


0S748 
J8S88a 

N 

W I 

• 

JS 

to 10 8 
♦ 10 4 

«KOJ788a 


BQ10SS48 
to K JS 
♦ AK7 

« S 


Thto waa the bidding at one labto in the 
.matoh bolwaan Italy and North Amarloa In 
toe qualifying round of too world ohamplon- 
•hlp: 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Qarouo 

Kwitar 

Laurla 

Slaonbor 



No 

ia 

4« 

dbto 

No 

4a 

No 

B* 

No 

B4 

dbloO) 

BW 

No 

sa 


dbla 

No 

No 


(1) Banito ahwaya llkao to bo In the gama, 
on whatovar protoat 
(8) Bxpacting to make Na trlcka and ao 
■ave a tow pointa. 

But ovan Benito oould make only lour 
tooka. The panaigr waa 1700. Tlw other 
labto waa oaeiting, too; 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

BAST 

Ooldman 

Da Faleo 

Soloway 

Franco 



No 

ia 

sa 

dbto 

NO 

4a 

No 

sa 

dbto 

No 

No 

radbla 

No 

SO 

No 

SO 

No 

sa 

No 

No 

7a 

No 

aa 


Thto waa ona down whan a club waa tod. 
Wool ahould have token note of North'a 
doublo of Fiva Cluba. What could It mean, 
but a void? TNT. with too heart flnaaao right, 
could haw bean made. 

The daal ooat Italy 18 match polnla. and 
one mual aay that they aakad for It 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



FamHIar Dtonay cartoon oharaotora are too- 
lutad on too firat atampa of vrhat to to bo an 
omnibua toaua totalling 84 aortoa, all 
devoted to tha work of Walt ptono^Mit 
oountrtoa ara partlolpatlng kitoa toaua, 
whioh to being oraaniaod by a Now York 
philalelle agency. Tw firct eight aarlea win 
ahow too enaraotera in dMorant aontoalt. 
The tolar aarlea, to ba ra i aaaa d during too 
next two yaara, wHl llluatrato OlMwy fNtna. 
The Oranada aartoa oomprtooa 10 atampa 
ahowlng the oharactora aa aportaman. On a 
MTlaa froffl Oomlnlaa and too Tbrha and 
(tolcao totonda they era maktog mualc and 
taking a laaalda holiday. 

C. W. HILL 


quiz 


ouitnom 

1. Apart from tha study of tribata, 
what la tribology 7 

2. What of an angina la a ram 

ir\lfhsn would you ba axpariano* 
ing REM sla^ 7 

4. Whan waa tha Polish Oelobar7 

6. What ara magie numbara7 

e. In whioh raUglon would you find 
invinoibla Ignoranoay 

7. What doas iPA stand for 7 

I— --—-—^ 

‘afisnOuai s (6 spunoa atn BuNMOk v 
-suBii iOf flBSf u| dn UMBip uiaiiMS 
laqtMdiv dAauoMd IBuopstuaiui ’i 
'tpiu) pjoui 

JO anoiBiiai aaa louitso eqia asoiii 
lo uoBipuoo am aqijosap o« psan 
t| M XBoioam OHOmso utwoy u| 

‘Anap BARSB 
•OIPBJ ISIKBBb EMMS AkBn >1 WiiP 
anaionu o|uio|b ub u|. a^oid pus 
ouottnau |o ajsquinu otBsui bia |0 
aurosjMf ss pus os'SB *11 t 
■auiiSai ts|uiisi9 am lo ammuwSao ub 
BBM Siam uaiiM SMt -isqotM m > 
’BOBtO SailBI Buiuibbjp 
) 80 ui iiotuM ui uimiBd daaiB isuuod 
B 8| daais lusuiBAgui-aAtoptdBii t 
■uiim laatduiia am fo au|Biia 
uofisnquioo (SUimut us sf }| <1 

. -UOROUI , 

BARBISJ Uf SaOBIJnB SunOBMUlf ^ 
|0 uBisap PUB aouaioa am R l| 'I 

•MMMNV 
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Pmldeiit Carter’s new 
Secretary of State Ed- 
amnd Mnskle is a tired 
and harrowed man. Pro¬ 
bably the Chief has been 
botherinft him too much 
with shuttle diplomacy 
and mudi else. Recently, 
sleep caught up, with 
him of all places in Aus¬ 
tria. during a ceremony 
to mark Austria's 25th 
independence anniver¬ 
sary. While intellectuals 
and historians spoke 
alwat the history of Aus¬ 
tria in the postwar 
years, Mr Muskie folded 
his arms across his chest, 
listened for a few minu¬ 
tes and just could not 
keep his eyes open. 
Resting his tir^ head in 
bis chest he continued to 
steep through dis¬ 
courses by former Vice 
Chancellor Fritz Bock 
and historian Gerald 
Stourzh. Lord Carrington, 
the British Foreign Sec- 


^ Helpmate 

The two-worker Ameri¬ 
can family system has 
struck its roots in tlie 
White House. Rosalynn 
Carter, Nancy Reagan 
and Keke Anderson have 
decided not to let the 
limelight bother them, 
white they help their hus¬ 
bands with their office 
work. Rosalynn Carter 
who has already had some 
experience with Presiden¬ 
tial office work earned 
for herself the name 
“Steel Magnolia” in the 
course of her Cabinet 
nwetinn. While 

11 Nancy Reagan does not 
P tiiink much of Cabinet 
meetings and would be 
satisfied projecting the 
image of a “supportive” 
and “disciplined” First 
Ijdy. Keke Anderson will 
happily remain an “equal 
partner”. 

Mmeg JiMim 


THEWrotUD 


Stresspoint! 



'Edmund MiisMa . 

retary kept giandng at 
his American counter¬ 
part but just did not have 
the heart to wake him up. 
Later of course, the ex- 
Senator did wake up only 
to find that there was 
someone else who could 
keep him company if he 
wanted to doze off again: 
ex-British Prime Minister 
Mr Harold Macmillan. 


Women executives are 
more prone to stress than 
men. This was revealed 
In a survey carried out 
by the Mandiester Uni¬ 
versity’s Institute of 
Science and Technology. 
The major cause of their 
stress is discrimination. 
One hundred and eighty 
top women- executives in¬ 
cluding directors and en¬ 
gineers were asked for 
the reasons of their stress 
and they said that their 
mate colleagues had been 
promoted more rapidly 
than them. However, the 
women were more devot¬ 
ed to their work and 
wanted to be more suc¬ 
cessful The stress there¬ 
fore, would have effects 
on their health, both 
physical and mental We 
do not know whether 
Indian women executives 
suffer from the same ma¬ 
laise their British sisters 
do. 


To crown it all 


More than 30 guests at 
a diarity dinner at Lon¬ 
don went without food 
because the fish for the 
main course ended up in 
the Buckingam Palace 
kitdiens. A 26^und' 
sturgeon caught off the 
shores of Cornwall was 
purchased by a local 
hotelier. The hotelier 
offered the fish to the 
Queen in accordance with 


the fiSO-year old law 
wbidi states that the 
strugeon is a royal fish 
and that royalty has 
Uie rilffit to enjoy ' any 
caught in the BritiA 
waters. Wasn’t he sur¬ 
prised when tile Queen 
said “Yes” to the offer! 
And may be a little dis 
sappointed too for the 
diarlty dinner had to be 
called off. 


KlUing with 
chemicals 

The war of the worlds 
is near and Britain seems 
to be in the midst of it. 
Recently the Company of 
the 2nd Royal Green 
Jackets put on their pro¬ 
tective gear in the first 
ever chemical war exep, 




dse. The objective of 
the whole exercise was a 
purely defensive one. 
Meanwhile there is an 
argument going on among 
the other NATO powers 
whether the members of 
the allianoe should go 
ahead with an offensive 
capability building up a 
systematic defease 
against chemical warfare. 

The British forces seem 
well prepared to take any 
action if the Russians 
start using their huge 
stocks of nerve gases, 
blood agents and deadly 
chemicals. Every Green 
Jacket was issued with 
protective clothing which 
included boots, rubber 
gloves, a gas mask as 
well as a packet of sensi¬ 
tive paper whidh could 
detect and identify che¬ 
micals. In addition be 
was also supplied with 
Fuller’s earth to “blot, 
bang and rub” any part 
of the clothing or kit 
whidi could be affected 
by the chemicals. Per¬ 
haps, as a warning to the. 
members of the Warsaw 
Pact countries, the Bri- 
tMi Green Jackets will 
Join Britain’s Army of 
the Rhine later this year. 
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GHoni Kh«ii ChoiidhtfTV 

NOW that poUioi io the nine 
jtatea It over, will the Centre turn 
Its attention towards destablllsina 
the CPl(M)-led Governments In 
West Benfai, Tripura and Kerala? 
There seem to be two schools of 
thoufht within the Congress (I). 
One reels that Ghani Khan Chou- 
dbury's theory of “pushing the 
Marxists into the Bay of Bengal" 
should be Implemented, while the 
other school advooites a polior of 
rapmcbement. The CPilM) 
leaders, particularly the ones in 
power, seem to be lending credi- 
DlUty to this school's views by 
their eager acceptance of the 
ConMss(I)'8 overtures on Assam. 
On the eve of the crucial meeting 
on ^am a leading CPI<!M) 
leader was asked woether he 
feared destabalisatlon by tba 


‘She has bigger problems tu 
tackle now". Apparently some 
sort of an agreement has been 
reached between Mrs Gandhi’s 
Party and the Marxists. In th<i 
meantime, however, the “sack 
CPl(M)" camp is working over- 
tinw to persuade the leaders in 
New Delhi that an enquiry should 
be orde^ into the "misdeeds" < 
the Left Front Government iir 
West Bengal, which allegedly i<>-. 
elude “imsmanagement” 8f tho 
Pood-For-Wock Programme und 
the Sood relief funds in 1978. The 
latest shot in this regard has been 
8red ^ Debaprasad Roy. the All- 
India Youth Congress (1) General 
Secretaiy from West Bengal, who 
has written a letter to the Govern¬ 
ment demanding a probe. The 
question is : has be acted on his 




■ Ml 


It 


Party but he ^nonchalantly replied, higher-up pulling the strings? 


ENCORE _ 

DID the Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW), the crack intelligen¬ 
ce outfit entrusted with the 
Job of external espionage, woric 
for Mrs Gandhi as an organisation 
during her earlier tenure as Prime 
Minister ? According to reliable 
aouroes. it was not RAW as an or¬ 
ganisation that was used, but a 

n up of senior officers drawn 

n all intelligence outfits.' 


This “caucus" was headed by the 
former CBI chiefs O. Sen, who 
figureif. prominently in many Slfah 
Commission cases. A similar cau¬ 
cus has once again been formed, 
comprising some of the old bands, 
all retired from service. This 
group is reportedly scanning the 
list at officers in the Central Secre¬ 
tariat to trace the black sheep. 
Some officers at the level of Joint 
Secretaries were singled out and 
'one of them, who had. close links 
with Jagjivan Ram, was informed 


at tao pm ona day that ha ahould 
pranaad on laava at 4 pm that 
aftarnoon ponding a dac'sion on hit 
fntnrn asagnment. 


HOT STUFF 


THE Delhi Adminiitratloa has 
impoMd a ban on the use of ai^ 
couditionars during certain hours 
la viaw of the dateriorating powar 
ritnatloa in the cepitaL But the 
rule seems to exaude tb^ city’s 
private hotels. While the Govern¬ 
ment-owned hotels swltdi off their 
eiroonditioning plants whenever 
diiwcted to do so by the electrid^. 
authorities, the private hotels 
•earn to be getting no sudi direo- 
tivee. The condition in a five-star 
ITDC hotel in South Delhi is 
pathetic. The management has 
run out of pedestal fans while the 
guests are sweating it out in the 
•ummer heat of Delhi. 


DISCORDANT MUSIC 


MUSICAL horns are banned under 
the Motor Vehides Act. Ibis 
provision was obviously incorpo¬ 
rated into the Ad, framed in the 
mid-1830a, in order to avoid dU- 
tradion to motorists on roads bv 
noise emitted by tbe musical boms. 
But Delhi at present is bristling, 
with can blowing musical horns 
and the traffic poUce seem to he 
turning a Nelson’s e.ve towards this 
fact. As if that is not enough, tbe 
shop which apedaliset in such 
horns and other fancy car accesso¬ 
ries. situated in the rounldpal 
market in Connaught Circus, oppo¬ 
site the York Hotel, also seems to. 
enioy immunity from parkin re¬ 
gulations in force in the area. 
Parking on either side of the road 
before the shop Is prohibited, but 
its clients park their vebiclqg right 
outside tbe shop. The traffic police 
do not bother to tow tmsy the 
vehicles parked in diat zone, as is 
done in other parts of Connaught 


I.-- 


shop has now expanded its floor 
area bv digging into the basement 
and utilising that space, in con¬ 
travention of tbe building bylaws 
of the market, whidi is on lease 
from the New Delhi Munidpal 
Committee (NDMO. If the Indian 
Express can be prosecuted for 
utilising the basement in their new 
building for extra floor area, then 
why is tbe Delhi administration 
not aware of this ^violation of 
building bylaws in the'heart ^ the 
capital? And why are tbe traffic 
police so comidaoeat? 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 







"What can you say of the Eagle FRIKCESS ?” 
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jVVith the Suuon Fashion 
[Faradk* of beautiful fabrics 
Isupcrf) (iesik^ns. jovous 
It olours. exquisite textures. 
[No uonder Sujon sales 
jfiave soared to even 
[qreater heights! 






Stuan mills Ltd 


_ . j.i -H,'’ 


-v'Sii 


.:■ 

, • .. - ,.»*>*v. ■>•- 


.• *•• aF'F-V 













Carry convenience and 
pride in your pocket. 

At on« time or the other, you 
would have thought of owning 
a good-quality lighter which is 
economical. A lighter which 
serves you well, whenever you 
need light. 


It'e here I The lighter you've 
been looking for: 

*Functionai in all weathers 
*leak-proof. gives thousands 
of lights *Operates smoothly 
with the flick of the thumb 
*Adju8table flams, easy filling 
and flint replacement 
*Economical to use *Ught 
weight yet sturdy, with slim grip 
*Elegant, compact and durable 
^Choice of many colours 
*Guaranteed against 
manufacturing defects 


GENBtAL ECXJIPMEhnr MBICHANTB UMPTEO 
Regd. Er Head Office : 

2/90, Connaught Circus, New Delhi-110001. 

Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Bhopal, Ahmedabad, 
Bangalore, Chandigarh, Cuttack, Dhanbad, Cochin, Jaipur, 
Lucknow, and Bokaro Steel City. 




An aN-fMirpoae Kghtar 
An ali-occuion ^ 
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Syndicate Bank's experience in agricultural 
financing • its approach, experiments, metho¬ 
dology - has proved that the small and margi. 
nal farmers are willing to accept modern, 
scientific farniing in stages. 

Our blue-print for uplifting these men of the soil was to 
make available to them credit integrated with inputs, 
extension and education services and other facilities 

The first step was to involve local leadership' which 
acts as the liaison between the Bank and the farmers 
We sponsored the Syndicate Agricultural Foundation, 
an organisatton of farmers The F arm Clinic Project was 
organised in selected villages to bring about integrated 
development 

Extension services assume an important part in our 
agricultural financing We enlisted the support help and 
cooperation of Univers'*io!,, oovernmental and volun¬ 
tary organisations, to spread technical literacy among 
the farmers We have taken care of the credit needs 
of the farmers for housing, children s educatiixr, 
medical treatment We organised periodical eye and 
dental check ups. pie natal and post natal i are. fanrily 
planning clinics, as well as adult education classes 


We hold animal husbandry camps, cattle shows, 
exhibitions, soil-testing campaigns, lectures, sponsor 
conducted tours Krishi-melas, films, slide shows, audio¬ 
visual presentations on scientific farming methods, 
bringing the farmers face to face with scientists We 
have organised Farm Information Exchange Clubs to 
help diffusion of the latest farm technology 

We also organise Future Farnrrers Clubs in educational 
irrstitutions to make youngsters understand the 
potentials of modern scientific farming 

The results of these experiments have been encourag 
ing Cultivable wasteland has been brought under 
cultivation, minor irrigation facilities have been deve¬ 
loped. tanks have been desilted. soil erosion has 
been checked. Milk production has increased as also 
the production of meat and pork. 

Today the farmers know that it is not difficult,.to turn 
even a small dry farm into an economically viable 
unit 


SYNDICATE BANK 
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Leonard 

chilli 

coconut water 
In Colombo 




Leonard 
preserves 
tomatoes 
in Trivandrum 


to,' 


Leonard 

keeps 

Kunal smllbis 
bi Calcutta 
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LioMTd uivss ffliltions of familiss amuod the world dependably. 
Whan Leonard owners we asked about tfietr refrigerators, th^ just smile. 
After all, what more'need we say about a friend of the family I 
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tieonard 

Sinee 1881. Trusted the world over 
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Leaders in refrigeration \ 
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Life does not end at retirement from service. 
But your earnings do. That would be the time 
when you will most need money to start a 
business or income to meet your daily needs. 
Under PNB's Multi Benefit and Old Age 
Deposit Scheme, your savings will be 
more than double in 8 years. For example, if 
you deposit Rs. 5,000 for 8 years, you will 
receive Rs. 11,020 on maturity. The maturity 
amount deposited in Special Fixed Deposit 
Scheme earns you a monthly income. 


You can deposit a minimum of Rs. 100 undet 
the Multi-Benefit fr Old Age Deposit 
Scheme and Rs. 500 under the Special 
Fixed Deposit Scheme. The rates of in¬ 
terest are 7% p.a. for 12 to 36 months, 8.5% 
p.a. for 39 to 60 months and 10% p.a. for 63 
to 120 months. 

So start right now when you have a regular 
income. The more you save and the longer 
the period, the more you will receive on 
maturity of the deposit. 
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, p mm (A Go»wmn«nl of Indio Undcitalnny) 


..thm name you can BANK upon > 
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The Terror of 
Tihar Jail 



Crime behind bars 

AHROP&S of AJpy Bom’i noort 
£\ "lljn Terror of Tiber Jell" (Mev 
IB), now that all the diabolical daedi 
inside Tiber have come to lUnt. it 


mVft oeefie aee »ee« wfowtovv* 

inside Tiber have come to lUnt. it 
ia clear that the corruption has raa* 
cb^ Ita lenltb. It ia an irony that 
tjio Superintendent and the Deput) 
SuMiintendent how* Joined bande 
witn the criminals. With tne sanctitv 
ot Tiber Jail lost the fovemment 
must take drastic measures to put an 
end to this. Sobhraj’s statement that 
"Indian laws are in favour of the 
accused" is enouah cause for the 
nlaber'ups to shako off their compta* 
ennry. How Iona wfll the low remain* 
what it is — a riddle on paperT 
Dahasith Ray, Otitta. 

mOBABLY for the first time n 
reputed mnpatine. like yours has 
come out with an in-depth study of 
the underworld’s happeninp. Aioy 
Boee deserves special thanks for his 
interviews and meetinp with the 
right people inside Tiber Jail. He 
would have done better if he probed 
a little more the quaamlre and pin¬ 
pointed the brains behind the murky 
goinas-on. I hope our Prime Mini¬ 
ster will lake the necessary steps to 
prevent this undesirable criminal 

Problem minority 

S UNIL BHATTACHARYA took 
pains to quote flaures of the so- 
called "minorities’’ in Assam (May 
18) os aaeinst the hwal Aesamese. 
But what is he trying to provet If 
the ao-called minorltlea ire actuelly 
in a minority In the State tiien why 
did they try to impoae their lanmage 
as the official lanauage of AiMam 
on several oocasions In tiie poet? 
Will Mr Bhetteoharya dent) hikory 
too? Oommnnal violenoe hn now 
erupted in tiiia town. In aO thaee 


racket benind bare. 

Afoficn MuHhrJet. Orian. 

THANKS to Rajesb Xaushik for being 
coursaeoua enough to speak out 
about the conditions of 'nher Jail 
(May 18). If such is the condition of 
a^ capital Jal one can well Imagine 
the state of other Jella In the coun¬ 
try. One hopes that after Ae puhlica- 
tipn of the enquiry report ^ Subiklh 
Markandey, corrective meeaurei.WIM 
be adopted to plug the loophoiu ct 
the Jen administration. 

O. P. Bonerjsff, Colmitta. ' < 

IT IS not fair that CTimlnali should 
live at the cost of the state. The 
leveraR atrocities mentioned are only 
the nature] result of this. The 
Jailf should house oniy the under- 
trials end as soon as they are con¬ 
victed they should be taken to open 
Jails where they can be mode to 
work for a living and also meet the 
mt of tbs eiteHlsbment, 

P. 7. JV. fiatr, Ottapatam, 

THE Deputy Superintendent end 
other omdelf who ere ffilegsd to 
beya links with the kingpin ot TIbar, 
iobnraJ, must be auepended immedi¬ 
ate. A team of atrong diidp|lDfd 
men abould control tbaae nardwra 

K imlnala. 

Vajreshwor, Bombay, 

IT IS nrprliing bow tbia famoua 
Jail In tte capital can ba a braMing 
ground for oorruption and baraeoad 
ffiminala can aacape the notice of 
the auttaorltiea. However, the diargeo 
levelled ageinit the Superintendent 
end Deputr Superinitendent. appear 
to be ipmewbat exaggerated. It ie 
ustated that four prliooeri work aa 
the Superintandent’a aervants but aa 
far as I know aooordina to the Jal 
Manual be to granted that privilege. 
Again you have pubitobed Interviewa 
with people who have made accusa¬ 
tions; whet about the eocueedf An 
interview with the Superintendent 
and the Deputy Superintendent in 

**iJ!®c****“ reveiUng. 
Bibhuti Mtonra, Bhuboneewor. 

INDIA to probeUy tbe only country 
where oomiptkm can flourton on sua 
a scale. Tiber aeema to he worse 
than the local Jails. 

^udhangtu Petiigrahy, Phulhoiii. 

cases the minorities were reeponslblc 
for starting the violence. Thto is an 
officially adcnowledi^ fact. Allow 
me to point out that figures are not. 
always reliable in this country. 
tldens do not beoitete to manipalate 
figures to suit Hieir own endi. Wit¬ 
ness bow Mr Jvotl Besu to defemd^g 
the canse of the minorltlee who are 
loteignen here. Jyoti Basu aeenu 
to spend a lot of time thinking ot 
novel ways to deride and dentgrate 
tbe moyement of the As aam ea e 
people. 

Oeben Duttn, Tfaikkla. 


Fiction, not history 

nPHlS rafari te Partba CbatterJae’a 
A interview with Mr Praiuila 
Mahenta, the flrtbrand AA8U Pro- 
lideat, under the caption "No depor¬ 
tation, no oil" (May 4). In rapiy to 
ona of the queationa, Mr Mahaata' 
assarts that those people residing in 


! ,t™ nrn ,t;» ,Tn n j rrmj-jn q n 


tani flag’ In 186S and whose names 
are with tbe police would be deported 
first. Hoisting e Toraign national 
flag’ to a crime against one’s own 
land. For thto offence there are pro¬ 
visions in law for spedfied torms of 
puntohment. But Iw no stretdi ot 
imagination can the person concerned 
be termed a fmeign national liable 
tor deportatkm. Further, to administ¬ 
er punishment to a group of people 
fur some assumed crime committed by 
them or by their parents IS years 
back reminds one of the proverbial 
story of the wdf and Ismb. Instead 
ot puntohing those who are allagad to 
have hoisted tbe ‘Psktotan flag’ in 
Char lends. It is the erring guardians 
of tbe lew who felled to epplv and 
edrointoter tbe law in time who should 
be punished forthwith. In reality, 
the eo-called etory about the bototina 
of tbe 'Pekietanl flag’ ^ the timid 
minority community mekea good fle- .< 
tion but bad biitoiy. 

SftoiWi Shahjapan^ Dhubri. 

Crazy story 

i<THE madneee of P. C Sethi" 

A (May 18) made delightful rea¬ 
ding. 1 see In thto eccentric another 
Raj Narain. If such a court Jester 
like P. C. tethl to allowed to hold a 
mintot«1al post tiie country would 
toon go to the dogs. If a Caibinet 
Minister drowns himself in alcohol 
all day and diabea out tips on aexual 
potency, bow could an ofdinary dti- 
sen have aiw respect for authority? 
The Prime Mintotkr ahotdd eltnu 
advtoe hhn to correct hto ways or 
relieve him of hto post inatantly, 
Recently, in Bombay Iw suddenly 
walked out of a meeting aa the spea¬ 
kers spoke in English. 

A. K. A. C. Chakrabarty,. Bombay. 

THE story of P. C Sethi was a wel¬ 
come relief. The eidsode of how he 
dived into a swimming pool ia s 
three-piece suit to just fantastic, 
The way he named the airtraft 
"vespa’, ‘btovde’ and ‘ambassedor’ 
exposes his oHginal self. In fact, he 
to the one man who oooki beat Raj 
Narain at antioe, SUhnXAY sbrald 
coma up with many mora aueb asm- 
ting sto<olet. 

RofioA C. SUha, Durflopur. 

IT IS a tragedy that a Centra) Minl^ 
star who awewe Malrntma Gan-^ 
dhi and Pandtt Nabni IndnlgM In 
auch ibodtlng ams. 


8M$h 




Korbtf. 







Slettt4% triadaefl bM 
beopw «i<n i wki«iy kiMmn fact it 
la latrijiutnii aa to wliy the Prime 
Miniater attll retalRa him in the 
Mlniatry. It ia time medical fitness 
was made a precondition for anyone 
Joining the Gehinct. Alsu there 
ahouid be an annual medical dwek- 
up of ministers. Mr Sethi seems to 
be suffering from cerebral atberos- 
cleosis—a serious condition which 
affects intellectual faculties. It is 
dangerous to have sudi people at 
the heJm of the state. The earlier 
they are out the better. 

Or S. C. Boioni, Bombay. 

I DO not understand why Mrs Gandhi 
prefers to have sudi nincompoops in 
ner Cabinet, even thouah she is 
aware of P. C. Sethi's eccentricities. 
The imaae of the country wiM cer- 
tainlv be spoiled if people abroad go 
through the article^ May 1 mention 
another mad act to P. C Sethi’s 
credit? One morning he called a meet¬ 
ing of .senior officers of his own 


dapaHmnnt in Ninnia Btuivan and 
puoad an pnter for South Indian 
dMiea like *Idli’ and *Vada’. When 
the waitera brought the stuff Mr 
Sethi. Just after taking a sip of 
“sambw'", threw the dishes all over 
the place. As a result important, 
files, papers, the wsli and a very 
costly carpet were messed up. Mr 
Sethi after this incident ordered the 
cln.sure of the coffee house, lliis 
coffer house was a source of great 
relief for government servants who 
ntiiid g4>i food at subsidised rates. 

K. K. Kaut. New Delhi. 

THE correspondent went on a voy¬ 
age from Bhopal to a b^room to 
probe the ‘minister saab’s’ sany life- 
style. But bow could he miss, the 
spicy Sethi vs Makkar affair at Delhi 
Airport? The story of the unlucky 
pcr.sonal secretary’s humiliation at 
the hands of the Minister in full 
view of the Indian and foreign guests 
could have added salt to the soup, 

C, Roy, New Delhi. 




Slanging match 


P . K. BANEBJEE’s artlde on the 
Federation Cup (May IS) did not 
deal compiobensively with the Cap 
Final which was marred by violence. 
The so<alied stars of the two teams 
seemed to be more intereited in es* 
saultlng each other rather than playing 
good soccer. The offidals hardly help- 
^ to control the situatiiMi with their 
unseemly gestures. Some spectators 
. fought among themselves, brandirii* 
1 ing knives, razors and other weapons. 
A famed stopper-back of one' of the 
teams kicked an overzealous specta¬ 
tor .who invaded the field. Another 
star linkman of the same team was 
seen making obscene gestures of the 
kind we expect from a hoodlum. It 
is clear by now that Calcutta soccer 
is dead. The AIFF bosses are still 


slumbering. 

Soutik Biswas, Cateutta. 

FOOTBALL lovers of Calcutta must 
have been shocked to see the un¬ 
sportsmanlike behaviour of the play¬ 
ers ill the field. The referee could 
hardly do anything when the players 
themselves were behaving shamefully. 
In the early Seventies when British 
.soccer was rocked by hooliganism, a 
Iloyal Commission was appointed to 
inquire into the cause of the violenoe. 
They took the deoitfon that If a. parti¬ 
cular club’s supporters startM a 
brawl, the club would forfeit the 
right to play the next three 
matches on the jo^nd. The players 
would be heavily fined and suspended. 
Ihe government should take a firm 
step to stop the violence that passes 
off as sports. 

Goutom Kumar Stnyh, Cateutta. 


Jungle bungle 


article “Savo Orissa’s forests'* 
(April 6) by Amarendra Bose was 
well written, but hardiLy, factual. 
Where did the author get the idee 
of a "threat to the tropical mam 
forest” In Orissa? Orissa in general, 
and MayurbbanJ in particular, does 
not hove a tropical main forest. Se 
oundly, a rate of deforestation of M 
acres per minute would result in 
the clearance <4 3,02,400 of the 
6,50,000 acres <n Simillpal forests 
which is a little leas than half of the 
total forest area. Would the author 
care to prove bow the entire forest 
is being lost? Hie concept of tldce- 
ted land was broadly accepted by the 
government when it decided to pro¬ 
vide land for the landless adivasis 
in 1^4. Adivasis were allotted land- 
by the Revenue Department which 
bad vaiuiUe forest growth in It U 
was de^ed to give land to the adl 
vasla after the Poreat Department 
had disposed of the forests, But 
since the process of disposal of 
forests was tlme«ooauming, it was 


decided to charge royalties on the 
trees that were cut, and allot the 
land and the trees to the adiviiis 
who became the owners. The dispo¬ 
sal of trees on such ticketed lands 
is governed by a statute known as 
the Orissa Timber and other Forest 
Produce Transit Rules, 1867. It is 
the responsibility of both the Reve¬ 
nue and Forest Departments to de¬ 
cide the manner in which such dispo¬ 
sal is to be regulated. No publie 
sefvent bes the right to arbitrerUy 
stop such removal unless the rules 
are suitaMy modified. The misuae of 
permits cannot be blsmed on the 
issuing officer but on those who 
abuse them. 

The entire operation of locating g 
tree, hiving it felled, logged, drag¬ 
ged to the road end transported la 
a long-drawn process, requiring cut¬ 
ters. draggera, oontractora, the aervl- 
cea of both revanua and forest offl- 
ciali and tranaportars. The entire 
operation as reportM by the author, 
must have employed at least 1.00.000 

C* Joint Seeretary. 

OrtUtt Forest S^fee Assoetatkn. 


initiative for trouble 

refers to Pran Chopra’s aitl- 
< cie “The limits of charisma” 
(May 41. The author has commended 
our Prime Minister Mrs Gandhi for 
taking the initiative in tackling some 
vital issues, like the Assam impasse. 
Ip my view she has diown no ini- 
tiativc at all. Mr Chopra has alao 
cited the assassination of the Niran- 
kari Baba. Undoubtedly. Mrs Gandhi 
did not waste time in visiting the 
Baba’s bereaved family. But why 
was the Baba not given adequate 
protect ton? The conspiracy to kill 
him was known about since long. As 
fur the foreigners issue in AaHun, 
the agitatkiii was and continues to 
be pcocrful and democratic. Tbe Cen¬ 
tral Government, by adopting re- 
presilve measures, is adding fud to 
the fire. Does Mrs Gandhi need as 
lung as eight to ten months to find 
a siiliition? She had herself said at 
the outset that Assam alone cannot 
bear the burden of lakhs of infiltra¬ 
tors and that other states should 
share the burden. SurprisingLv. she 
stopped saying so before the recent 
Assembly elections. 

Ambika Charon Deka, Wokha. Nogu- 
land 

Slave industry ? 

<< DINAR I slaves in Punjab” (May 
D 18) is very misleading. Having 
been in the construction line and 
working as a labour supplier for the 
last IS years I have seen labouren of 
various parts of the country from 
ulose quarters. Bibari labourers are 
trusted for their hard work. Punjab 
and Haryana are the only states where 
physical labour is honoured and paid. 
Being a Bihari I have alwaya triM to 
mix with, the Biharla working in Fun- 
iab, Haryana and Delhi to share their 
experiences. They are satisfied with 
their lot. M.V wwo vUlage folk have 
already settled and many more are in 
the process of settling down in Punjeb, 
Haryana and Delhi to share their ex¬ 
periences. I am surprised that they 
are satisfied with their Jot. The 
reason for thi.v ia the better poonmnic 
condition, equal social status and re¬ 
cognition of hard work. An average 
labourer in Punjab gets more than 
thrice the amount hie counterpart 
gets in Bihar or West Bengal. 

Ram Avtar Prasad Singh, Randti 

THE article by Mr Banerjee gives 
the impression that all labourers 
who are brought everv .vear to Pun¬ 
jab ore maltreated. Of course, 1 do 
not deny instances when labourers 
are beaten up. barely fed and made 
to work for long hours in inhuman 
conditions. Most of tbe labourers 
move in groups and have a leader 
who is reasonably familiar with the 
local language. They work on the 
huts of B contract and not for daily 
wages. To complete the work the 
labourers put In long hours of work 
and toil against timo in older to 
start work for snotbor contract. 
Mohan Stnyh, Jammu Cantt 
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SAN JAY GANDHI 

(Born : 14 December 1946—Died : 23 June 1980} 

Destiny is a cruel master. There is no adjective for some of its games. 
And it has been particularly fickle towards Mrs Indira Gandhi and her 
family, lifting them to the skies one moment, and hitting them with 
tragedy in the next. The worst that could happen took place in the early 
hours of June 23, when Sanjay Gandhi, only 33 years old, died when the 
two-seater (ilane in which he was flying crashed to the ground. 

We were able to change two pages of this issue to carry this report. In 
our next issue we will deal at special length with the career and 

personality of Sanjay Gandhi. 




f 



T * HE red Pi«s S—2A aircraft 
carrying Sanjay Gandhi 
and Captain Subhas Sax- 
ena, the chief instructor of 

_the Delhi Flying Club, had 

taken off around eight in the morning on 
June 23. It was not the first time that 
Sanjay Gandhi was flying the aircraft. 
The^revious day he had made two trips 
In the aircraft and both were successful. 


Shortly after taking off, just before 8.10 
some residents of Willingdon Crescent 
had seen the aircraft flying and the pilot 
doing aerobatics. According to a resident 
of Willingdon Crescent: “Wp saw the 
aircraft. It was making loops in the air. 
Fir.st one, then the second and finally the 
third. We were wondering what the pilot 
was doing dnd thought it was extremely 
dangeiuus. And then vye did not see 


, Raghu Rai 

anything. We heard a crash and knew 
athat had happened.” In fact, minutes 
before the crash someone in 1, Safdar* 
jung Road had seen the red aircraft 
streak past the house. ' 

What had in fact happened was that 
the aircraft had failed to pull out of the 
fourth loop and fell into a nullah (ditch) 
near Palika Vihar in the Willingdon 
Crescent area. Residents rushed,to tlnr 







? 
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; spot to find a heap of tangled metal and * 
leg sticking out from the mesa. It wai 
Sanjay Gandhi’s leg. The local residents, 
of the area were not the only people to 
have seen the aircraft plunge into the 
ground. Men from the Delhi Fire Service 
doing their morning parade at Chanalw* 
apuri, noticed a red aircraft losing helgnt 
at a fast pace. At the aircraft lost height 
it hit some neem trees and crashed. 
Instantly some men from the Chanakji* 
apuri Fire Service station rushed to the 
site. But before the bodies could be 
extricated, the metal had to be axed! 
through and the straps cut open. 

Even as they were at work, the fire* 
men did not realise that Sanjay Gandhi 
had been one of the occupants of the 
aircraft. But Mr Gandhi’s body was recog¬ 
nised when it was finally extricated from 
the aircraft. His head had been bashed in 
and his face was full of bruises. Mrt; 
Gandhi was informed. She rushed m 
the spot and identified the body. Ilie two 
bodies were then taken to Rammanohar 
Lohia Hospiul and at 8.40 a.m. Sanjay 
Gandhi and Subhas Saxena were de¬ 
clared dead. j 

The aircraft which crashed wax do- i 
signed for <aerobatics and had great 
aerodynamic qualities and was of the 
same pattern at the one used in World I 
War u ^ the German ace, the "Redl 
Baron”. The craft was declared airworthy | 
only three days ago. | 

"The aircraft”, sayp an eye-witnats,| 
"put through four loops before it; 
crashed. Each such manoeuvre bringki 
the aircraft closer to the ground and eadi j 
succeeding loop it tighter than the pre^] 
vleut one, progressingly increasing ihoj 
gravitational force on the pilots. It it] 
possible that the two pilots blacked outi 
during the fourth loop due to extreme] 
.gravitational force and could not manage] 
to pull out the craft.” ] 

SAUMITRA BANiRJiS ! 










History, certainly, has parallels for what 
happened; independent India has none. 


TheMandai 


massacre 


Photographs by 
Tooshar Pandit 


By M. J. AKBAR 
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RIDAY, June 12, eleven in 
the morning. The silence of 
death lay like an oppres¬ 
sive blanket on a gutted 
Mandai. The mangled corp¬ 


ses had just been buried, and the power- 
ful, pungent, sweet-sick smell of rotting 
bodies assailed the mind till you wanted 
to retch. A persistent fire, which had 
braved time and the rains, still burned at 
the foot of one stump: or perhaps it was a 
recent fire, provoked by some forgotten 
spark beneath the ashes. Who knew, and 
what did it matter now? Punctuating the 
silence were the sounds of death; a dog 
crying piteously; searching for lost mas¬ 
ters; in the distance, jackals howling in 
bursts: a chicken fluttering away In fear 
as we suddenly came upon her; another 
dog scratching hungrily at a^uman bone. 

• The debris of disaster lay scattered 
around: old letters of love; land deeds 
from an East Pakistan which these peo- ; 
pie had left in pain long years ago; a ' 
heavy steel safe which even a crowbar 
had not been able to prise open; a 
partially burnt, toppled lethstbos 




pvcBMt iKisn wouna it. uw cRarreil 
reaiiinitf of A etmkki} the soft white pots 
and pans of a village dispensary; burnt 
grain: everything of any value had been 
looted. 

On the morning of June 7, Mandai was 
still a bustling bazaar town, nestling in a 
dip among the hills, the nerve centre of 
trade and commerce for numerous vil¬ 
lages that surrounded it. All the business 
was in the hands of Bengalis, who consti¬ 
tuted the total population of Mandai: 
about 500, and the football field and the 
school that dominated Mandai were both 
servicing basic Bengali needs. The tribals 
would come down to this bazaar, from 
their villages on the r/f/as, or hilltops, for 
their meagre needs, as the tribals came 
down to hundreds of similar bazaars ail 
over Tripura. But the bazaar was both a 
source of succour, and the symbol of 
Bengali domination in a land which 31 
years ago had a tribal Maharaja, a land 
where 70 per cent of the population was 
tribal and not Bengali, as it is today. 

Fifteen kilometres or .so from Mandai 
is another bazaar called Lembucherra. A 
little after noon on June 6, two tribal 
youths went to the shop of Sadhan Kar- 
makar to buy a dao,the hatchet which is 
an essential commodity in Tripura. Bha- 
san Deb was sitting in the shop, and he 
gave a dao to the the tribal. The tribal 
tested the weapon on a pineapple (this is 
the pineapple season, and the fruit is 
sweet, cheap and freely available), but 
couldn’t cut it properly. Mockingly, the 
tribal said, “Bangali daoer ei abastha 
(This is the condition of all Bengali 
hatchets),” and threw the daoback. Bv 



chance, the daoflew from his hand and 
hit a tribal vouth sitting there, watching 
the proceedings. His name was Pradip' 
Dev Varma. Pradip got cut wm the head. 

That was the spark which lit the 
commnual fire. Of course, the conditions 
were fertile. Since June 1, the Party of 
tribal extremists, the TUJS, had intensi¬ 
fied its agitation, and had asked all 
tribals to boycott these bazaars. Three 


people had already been killed duriifg > 
the past week: two tribals and one non- 
trlbal, and 33 had been injured (17, 
tribals and 16 non-tribals). 

As soon as Pradip was hurt, rumours 
spread fast that a tribal boy had been- 
aVtadted by Bengalis. Armed mobs of 
tribals and Bengalis immediately 
formed: three Bengali shops were ran¬ 
sacked, and Bengalis burnt eight tribal 
houses in Krishna Kobrapara. At two in 
t^e aftemeon. V.V. Sarda, assistant in¬ 
spector general of police picked up the 
ringing telepiwne in his office in Agarta- 
la: ^S^e tribel has been injured in a 
clash” was the message; this was the first 
call'for help. Sarda informed the city 
control and the Tripura East police sta¬ 
tion. Hie BSF, who nave their headquar¬ 
ters at Bhalbagan, which is about six 
kilometres from Lembucherra, turned up 
on the scene with commendable prompt¬ 
ness and manwd to control a situation 
Q9va led to far greater 

But S things were comparatively calm 
here, within six hours an area within a 
20-kUometre radius was in flames, as 
tribals. as if on a given signal, raided, 
attacked and burnt Bengali village after 
village. Their main object was to burn; 
their intention was to ”liberate” tribal 
Tripura by driving out Bengalis from 
their houses and shops, and burning 
them to cinders so that they would not 
return. All through the night of June 6 
and 7, the tribals were on a rampage. 

BY the morning of June 7, tensiop had 
crept into the busy air of Mandai. At 
noon that Saturday, tribals turned up in 






KittanKl granpt and bapn Mtdu fire 
fe M ihoM In the baner. Batye Ranjan 
Deb, 33, had a unall grocerlei ihop in 
duit bauar (when 1 met him, he was still 
In a state 61 shock, and was being treated 

S or severe hatchet wounds in the G.B. 
lospital), and he recalls that when he 
sew arson beginning, he shut his shop 
and went home. A local tribal elder, who 
lived in that area, advised all the resi¬ 
dents of Mandai to leave their houses 
end coUect, for their safety, in the largish 
Khool. They did so. 

There was a police outpost at Mandai 
with five constables, including one tribal. 
WhUa these policemen did nothing to 
stop the arson in the afternoon, they did 
promise protection to the more than 500 
people'who had gathered together. An 
UBOTomptu samp was formed. Tribals 
had gathered in plain sight of the Benga¬ 


lis. The topography td Mandai is twtcat 
61 Tripura; midttlating, with a series of 
low slopes and valleys called tilks and 
lunges respectively. Beneath one such 
tilla was the police outpost, and the 
Bengalis gathered there, and in two 
neaiby houses, for the night. As darkness 
fell, the fear Intensified, and the.violence 
of the tribal mood communicated itself to 
the surrounded Bengalis. 

Around seven, the policemen told the 
scared Bengalis that they would move up 
to the top of the till* beneath which the 
refugees had gathered, in order to better 
protect them from attacks. The police¬ 
men took their guns and their ammuni¬ 
tion with them. And then, in an asto¬ 
nishing act of cowardice and criminal 
neglect, they bolted! The tribal const¬ 
able, Jivan Dev Varma, defected to the 
attackers,- carrying his weapon and 


amnntmtipn: witn^ bimhui 

poHeeihen, fbratob uhnerwed- 
aim(dy took the read to safety • townds 
the main .Jirania ptdice station on the 
Agartala-Assam hiuway (they reached. 
Jirania at arouna mlonlght). So, not 
merely were the Bengalis completely 
unprotected all through the night, but 
the gun and ammunition of one police¬ 
man was actually used against them. This 
tribal constable must have told his com¬ 
patriots that the Bengalis were totally 
Idefencelets. But the tribals did not 
{attack all through that long night. Wii^ 
they did not do so was to become clear 
soon: they wanted to loot all the Bengalis 
before they murdered them, and, second¬ 
ly, they mutt have felt that the darkness 
of the moonless night would have ham¬ 
pered their, attack. 

Suspecting treachery on the part of 
the policemen (they could not be sure 
that the policemen would bolt, Ipit they 
mutt have got an idea), the Bengalis 
decided to seek out help on their own 
initiative. At around eijUt in the even¬ 
ing, Sachindra Kumar Saha, in hit late 
fifties, left Mandai, avoided the main 
road, and walked towards Jirania 
through the paddy fields and the Junido. 
He finally reached Jirania many hours 
later. At the police station, he found only 
a sentry and a wireless operator there: 
everyone else was on duty in the other 
riot-affected areas. He finally located the 
BDO, and informed him of the gravity of 
the situation. 







THI LONO NIOHT 


A 23-yaar'Old Bengali youth, Haralal 
gTlBll, had watched the police use the 
wireless, and aftmr they left he began 
sending out messages on It. Late that 
evening Police Headouarters in Agaitdla 
picked up the SOS: ‘^hlt place it under 
attack... send reinforcements...'*Haralal 
Sil died before the messages he had tent 
out obtained results, although another 
young man who helped him, Robi 
Masumdar, survived. 

No one slept that night; the Bengalis, 
with the murderous tribals plainly visi¬ 
ble, spent the night in terror and prayer, 
waiting for the police force which would 
deliver them from evil. Neither did the 
tribals sleep - they were conspiring. 

Around first lignt,^a handful of tribals 
came towards the Bengalis (Jaikumar 
Dev Verma, one of the main butchers of 
Mandai, and one of the prominent lead¬ 
ers of the local tribals, was among them), 


and told tm 

their fellow tribals not to kill the Benga¬ 
lis. But a price had to be .paid for this 
"magnaniaihy”. The Bengalis would 
have to hand over aU their money and 
gold before being allowed to leave.lt did 
not take long for the Bengalis to agree to 
this bargain. Prabha Sahp remembers 
that she nanded over Rs 6,(X)0 that was 
the sum of her family’s savings. Some of 
the tribals who came to collect this loot 
have, been recognised by the survivors. 
Balsekh Dev Varma came with a guns 
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•' ia mwm Mvm in inn laomtiig, ton 
trfttlt lisiMUed to th* Bengalis tint 
ainee they had now handed over dl their 
poaaestions, they could leave. In a surge 
pt relief, the Bengalis began rushing out 
of the camps in which they had Been 
cooped up all that tense night. But it was 
only when they came out that the real 
terror began. History, one is certain, has 
parallels lor what happened in that im¬ 
possible hour that followed; independent 
ui^a has none. 

As the Bengalis began streaming out, 
the tribals descendend on them from 
three sides. They were armed with their 
takkids (an all-purpose hatchet used by 
tribals), bows and arrows, while some of 
them had countrymade muzzle-loading 

S ms. But the main weapon of attack was 
6 brutal takkaJ. Indiscriminately, they 
hacked at the mass of human beings; the 
intention was to kill, and as a look at the 
injured proves, they aimed their takkals 
between the neck and the head so that 
every blow might prove a lethal one. And 
it often did. Babies were sometimes 
lifted by their hair, and their legs were 
hacked off before their heads were chop¬ 
ped off. Each tribal was indulging in his 
own personal macabre orgy, inspired by 
some evil fury in his subconscious. 
Screaming babies and children were 
snatched away from their mothers and 
hacked to death before the same treat¬ 
ment was meted out to the mother. There 
were no slogans being shouted, no cries, 
while the killings took place. The tribals 
only kept jumping in some primeval form 
of war dance, the excitement oozing out 
of their eyes, a.s, they indulged in the 
eerily silent massacre in the bright sun¬ 
light. Basuna Sarkar, who survived de¬ 
spite a cut about three inches.deep just 
above the collar bone (she fell uncon¬ 
scious among the dead bodies;^ has a one 
sentence description of what happened: 
.“Amra baJi hoehchilam (We were being 
sacrificed)”. 

After nearly an hour of this butchery, 
the tribals, exhausted, decided to rest. 
They had already accounted for 322 men, 
women, children and babies. The survi¬ 
vors cowered in the camp where they had 
spent the night. Many injured lay among 
the corpses. The tribals were resting 
before, in their next attack, they killed 
Che remaining Bengalis. So far, they had 
met with no resistance from the Bengalis 
who simply accepted this butchery. Dur¬ 
ing this luU, at dbout 8.30 in the morning, 
the long awaited police arrived. Provi¬ 
dence, in a small gesture of mercy, had 
left some people alive to tell the world 
this horrible story. 


THE POLICE 


A t five p.ra. on Saturday, June 7, the 
Inspector General of Police Satyab- 
rata Basu called R.N. Banerjee, comman¬ 
dant, Tripura Armed Police, to his offite, 
atid told him that the situation had • 
deteriorated sharply in Jirania and its 
neighbourhood, and he should proceed 
there at once. Given the extent of the 
calamity, the police resources were - 
pathetically small. Tripura has a total 
police force of 6,000, which means that at 
any given time, not more than 3,000 
phlicemen are available for active, on- 
the-spot duty. Ever since he came to 
power, the present Chief Minister has : 
been asking the Centre for finance to 
raise two more battalions,.but the Janata i 


gMehnneAt ref^iM on vma grounds that 
there were np funds available. The situa¬ 
tion in Tripura was already tense since 
June 1, and police had been deployed in 


June 1, and police had been deployed in 
small numbers at sensitive points. So 
Banerjee got into a jeep witn his two 
personal escorts, with a one-tonner truck 
carding one section, of nine armed 
policemen, behind him. They left for 
Jirania, about 15 kilometres away. 


Madhaonagar; two roobr werd MniM 
stones at each other.. The tribids wiM 
armed largely with bows and arrdt^m 
few also had guns. The Bengalis .liilf 
stones and bamboo spikes (mulTbaamdli 
Seeing the police, the Bengalis not 
ly were relmved, but, obviously, dasf|stt> 
ded immediate action against tha trttiais, 
The police force finally dispariad 











I dM triMlI thromh th« pMUbr 
An ilpM th« AgnTtala-AtMoi 
.li^way, tha poQca forca wu itoppad 
^^jtmtinouily by either agitated Bengalis 
r^l^s.'OTBWnding proiectioi^ or by rioting 
i, '4biil». Not merely did Banerjee have to 
I. order firing in four places that night, but 
; ha had to pacify terrified groups of 
I Bengalis nrho had collected all along the 
' hlghwiv after leaving their villages, 
t' At Ranirbasaar, Banerjee had to set 
up a patrol for the protection of the 
aoops. Ha finally reached Jirania police 
; station at around seven p.m., where he 
i found one ASh two constahles, and one 
I radio operator trying to manage as best 
as they could. And the thana was packed 
frith refugees. Rumours were rite that 
Milos armed with sophisticated guns 
‘ (actually, no evidence of the use of 
sophisticated weapons was found in the 
widespread rioting; but at moments of 
crisis, rumours become beliefs), and the 
refugees simply gheraoed the police com- 
igendant; it was with great difficulty that 
he managed to persuade the Bengalis 
that their safety lay in his mobility. As it 
la, he had a completely Inadequate num> 
bear of men to control such largescale 
arson and assault. And there were in¬ 
numerable calls for help coming from a 
whole range of places. It was simply 
impossible to answer them all. 

, It was about ten thirty when Benerjee 
first heard, from the local people, that 
the situation in a place called Mandai, 
about four kibmetres in the interior, was 
pave. Simultaneously, he also learnt 
that tribal! had fired at Bengalis at a 
place called Champaknagar, and there 
was an SOS from the Champaknagar 

S lice for rifles and ammunition. Baner- 
t decided* to rbsh towards Champakna¬ 
gar first. 

In the meantime, the army had come 
out on a flag march. But their orders 
were to march up to Jirania, and they 
had no instructions to go into the in¬ 
terior; the army captain said that he 
could not go either to Champaknagar or 
anywhere else without specific orders 
from his commander. (Later, it was large¬ 
ly tha army which managed to bring 
matters under control.) So Banerjee first 
deployed part of his force (l» eleven, 
that night, two tactions of the Rajasthan 
Armed Constabulary, specially brought 
the state government in early June, 
apprehending trouble, were also avail¬ 
able to him) in various places and set off 
for Champaknagar. Ho rotumod to Jira¬ 
nia from there after two in the morning. 

In Jirania,' he found one of the const 
ables who had fled from Mandai; the 
constable told Banerjee that the tribals 
had threatened them with death if they 
did .not Burrender-so they had run away. 
In anger, Banerjee caught two of the 
conit»lei who had bolted, forced them 
to Join hit party, and decided to leave for 
Mandai. 


But once again thev were stopped: 
this time by people from a village called 
Nayabadi. They said that Navabadi was. 
in fact, on the way, and the police should 
first drive the tribals away from Nayabu- 
dl before going on to Mandai. And H«t. 
they went to Nayabadi. Arson was still 
going on when they reached Nayabadi; 
Unerjee recalls that he saw some huts 
which had just been set on fire. He had to 
order his men to shoot. The police tried 
(0 douse out the fires (strangely, the 
people were quite apathetic i. using the 
It 



water from a well. A young tribal biiv. 
hardly seven or eight years old. was 
urresied. He hud looted some collars and 
II blue half pant from a laitorN shop: in 
his pockets were murhie sized lead halls, 
which were being used in thi* muzzle- 
loading Kun.H. and a small quantity of 
gunpowder. He was sent to the thana in 
one jeep, alxiut a kilometre away. Mean¬ 
while. the (Milice learnt that there was an 
unfordable ditch on the way to Mandui, 
and that they must now go to Mandai via 
the Suchindranagar colony, a longer 
route. 

First light had already appeared on 
the eastern horizon, and the rain, which 
had been intermittently heavy through 
the night, hud stopped, when the police 
reached the Nayaliudi. They hud worked 
all through the night without pause. Now 
as the sun rose they finally prepared to 
leave for Mandai. With them were two 
jeeps and a RAC truck. 

.lust tiefore Mandai. the police party 
found ■ roadblock of trees. They cleared 
it. and went ahead. About 2(K) yards from 
Mandui, Banerjee stopped, and went up 
to a mound to take a look. He saw abi>ut 
40 to so tribals cither sitting or standing 
on the slope of a hill. He first wanted to 
ambush tham, but stHtn realised that they 
had been seen. The tribals seemed ex¬ 
cited, and Banerjee noticed that some of 
(hem had muzzle-loading guns. The 
police opened fire, and in the first ex¬ 
change, the tribals replied with two 
shuts, a bail of arrows, and a barrage of 
stones. When the police went ahead, the 
tribals broke into two groups, some run¬ 
ning straight buck on the road, and the 
others disappearing into marshy land. 

rhe real tragedy was that if the police 
had reached an hour or so earlier, no one 
would have died at Mandai. 


THI SURVIVORS 

T he first impression that the police 
had upon reaching Mandai was that 
there was no one there. Then suddenly 
they began hearing loud cries. Feople. 
bleeding profusely, came running lo- 
sriirds the street. In the madness of relief, 
people began boarding the RAC truck on 
their owm. At least loo people got up 
before envont eouM say or do anything 


(in any tmt wbjB cwrfd 
do?). No ime had any bekmainitl. L „ 
mothers came clutching ilielr bebto 
tifdiclv. Th<i*e who could mil jiot into fno 
truck! sat on the struts. EveryoM was 
weeping in sheer relief and in pain: the. 
injuries were ghastly, with barely unsfr 
vered necks, limbs, or with chopped off 
hands. Some of the injured began crawl¬ 
ing mil from under the shelter of corpses. 


K. N. Baner jee still shudders when he 
recalls the scene, and repeals wbat so 
many other hardboiled veterans of war 
and crime also said: they had seen a lot of 
violence in their lives, but even in' their 
worst nightmares they never thought 
they would .see anything like this:,In a 
hu.shed voice, Banerjee told me "Aumi 
sh(Kkvd hove ge/um (1 was shocked)" 
One has used and heard the word "shock¬ 
ed" being used many limes, but I can 
hardly convey the moaning whish was 
contained in Baneriee’s use. •* 

As he went towards the camp where 
the Bengalis hud been staying, the first 
thing that he .saw was the Inidy of a young 
man: there was an injury on his back, and 
his genitals had been dug out. He went 
into the' deserted lhami, and discovered 
that the wireless was still working. He 
sent-off a message to the HHQ. Then he 
came out and spoke to some of the 
Bengalis; they mentioned that there 
were hundreds of dead bodies all over. 
They pointed out a nearby hut. He went 
there. In one nmm he saw the bodies of 
17 or IB children, the .oldest being not 
more than 10 years old. They had all 
been butchered. A six month old baby 
hdd both its legs hacked off. All the 
children had cuts on their heads and 
necks. Nearby, there was a heap of adult 
bodies, one piled on top of the other. "I 
have never seen so many dead bodies in 
my life," says Banerjee. He counted up to 
68 bodies right there. Then he couldn't 
take it any more; he felt like vomiting. 

Outside, more bodies were being 
found, strewn on the fields, half-floating 
In ponds. And the policemen were be¬ 
coming mad with unfter at the sight of 
this mas.sacre. A suhedar from the Rajas¬ 
than* Armed Constabulary felt overpo¬ 
wered by his rage. His eves bulging,'his 
cap in one hand, his rifla in the other, his 
belt loose, he came up to Banerjea ei\d 
■ald,"V'eh aab kya cheat hall Saah, ham- 
ko hukum do/iWhat is all thiti Sir, give 
us the order!)" He was so ani^ he 
wanted to chase the tribals and take 
revenge then and there. The subedar 
continued; "^emne to hahut kuch de- 
kha...vah kyk hai...bacha ko maatta kmn 
halM have seen a lot...but what is tnis- 
...why do they kill children?)" 

Two constables who were with the 
force that day found that they could not 
eat or sleep for two days, and were happy 
at being given continuous duty. Mt 
Banerjee faced the same problems. Mr 
Mukherjee, OSP, who went with the 
post-mortem party later, told Banprjee 
that after seeing Mandai, "When I sldep 1 
feel as if the oetd bodies went to say 
something to me". 

There was a postcript on that morning 
of Juna 8. Tha police captured an oid 
tribal lady, who wai weeping nearby. She 
said, "The^en toid us not to get out of 
our housei and not to intprfera. I could 
SM them killing, but what could I do?" 
She admitted that the tribals of the 
adjoining vlllagas ware tiqMther In the 
conspiracy. Tha polica lat nor go. 







O N Sunday, June 8, at around 11.JO 
the Emergency Medical Officer at 
the Govind Ballabh Pant (known as GBi 
Hospital picked up the phone. He heard 
that between JSO to 500 casualties were 
coming from a place called Mandai (the 
final number was less, as there were 
more dead than injured). Ur R. Uatta, the 
chief of surgery, had come that day, and 
the news was given to him. “Can’t be,” 
was his first reaction. But within 1.5 
minutes, three trucks, accompanied by 
an angry crowd of Bengalis which had 
gathered spontaneously, rolled towards 
the main entrance. And from these 
trucks the injured began to be taken out. 
“It was a horrible sight.” recalls Dr 
Datta. 

“The first person I .saw on the truck 
was a young woman, about 25 years old,” 
remembers Ur Datta. “She was sitting 
upright. Her left hand till the wrist had 
been chopped off; she had obviously 
been protecttng her child bj\clutching it 
to her breast when the hatchet blow 
came. The fingers on her right hand were 
also gone. The child was dead; she could 
not save it. When the truck stopped, we 
found that she was dead too - she had 
died on the way”. Later, he found this 
woman, whom he knew only as “Lily’s 
mother" (Lily being the child’s name) 
was the sister m law of one of thfe nurses 
working in GB Hosj^ital. Dr Datta helped 
remove the patients, carrying one child 
straight to the operation theatre. Quick¬ 
ly, the other doctors, including those who 
were off on that Sunday, were sum¬ 
moned, and emergency operations 
p started. Fourteen doctors and eight 
^ nurses worked furiously, operating on 
the trolleys, on the floor, on the beds, in 



order to save lives Bv three in the 
afternoon, HO operations h,id been done. 
The hospital s'taff worked tiuly magnifi¬ 
cently. The III tunes were mattilv deep 
multiple cuts above the chest level. (Juiie 
a few children, since thev must have 
been earned on the shoulders by their 
parents, were tut on the legs. The 
youngest victim who came to the hospital 
was a baby girl, with one leg cut till the 
bone Dr D.llta operated on her. He 
recalls with pathos that as soon us he 
finished the operation, the child turned 
over, and. in reliet, started gurgling with 
delight. This was the innocent itiild's 
answer to the mhumanitv ih.it had been 
visited upon her 

The hospital had been cleared of its 
normal patients to make place tor those 
iniured in the; ilots. And euih hospital 
bed contained one irreparublv damaged 
life, one heart turned to stone, one pair 
of eyes which had seen hell, one mind 


was benumbed terrors 
Mi, keyo nai.^Prabha Saha kept moan¬ 
ing, No one else in her family had. 
survived. She had a baby on her lap when 
the chopper fell on her head, leaving a 
wound and making her unconscious; th^ 
baby was snatched away and killed. Shei 
survived because she was given up foi^ 
dead among the corpses. Distorted faces, 
immeasurablv sad eyes. Kunanbala Deb 
was six months pregnant; she had a deep 
ash just below her eyes. Shd could 
arely speak; she just broke out in huge, 
gasping sobs when anyone spoke to her. 
Her four year old boy was snatched away 
from her and killed in front of her eyes. 
Seven of her family of ten were dead 
." Perhaps my husband is alive,” 'She 
sobbed. “I have heard so". ^ 

Saraswuii is already an orphan at the 
age of two. How she survived was a 
miracle. .Iii.si below her tinv nose is a 
deep cut by a ukkulSho is being fed 
intravancou.slv. Un both her legs around 
the ankles she has received cuts; her feet 
were barely attached to her legs before 
they were stitched back. Kanan Ghosh, a 
teenager, slated dumbly ahead of her, in 
total shock. She has a cut on her right 
cheek. Aguiii Sarkar, two, is alone; her 
whole family is dead. When the police 
began separating tNe corpses, they found 
her still alive, protected bv the fallen 
body (it her mother. 

The stories do not stop. One’s heart 
becomes weighed down hv the sorrow of 
liagedy. by the burden of strange ques¬ 
tions, by the memory of a mutilated 
child’s innocent smile, hv a recollection 
of the marble eyes of destroyed adolesc¬ 
ence. Visions Hit across the kaleidoscope 
of the mind; emotions are benumbed. 
Mandai has now entered the dictionary 
of shame. But is there any resolution to, 
this tragedy? 























































































































I 'IT wa» the CPI which fir*i 
began KCganiainK (he Irib- 
ais, a«> earl.f hn in 1948. 
Uassralh Deb Barma, a 

_I bright young student of 

Calcutta University, was drawn to Marx¬ 
ism, and instead of taking the conven¬ 
tional road towards a lucrative job and 
comfortable retirement, he timk the har¬ 
sher path of political wtiik and militant 
struggle. He began organising the Tri¬ 
pura iribals to whom he belonged by 
bii^h, and quickly became a legendary 
figure among them. The Marxists were 
■lutiding an grmed struggle in those days 
of the late Forties, and the leaders lived 
underground, hiding from the police and 
administration which were determined 
to .smash them. 

The official propaganda handbook 
published by the present Marxist govern¬ 
ment. describes that struggle thus; “The 
story of the heroic armed struggles of 
1949-^2. which is no less bright than the 
struggles of Teicngana, Kakdwip and 
Hajam tribal belt of Pakistan (sic: Hajam 
IS now in Bangladesh), is not yet written. 
In ihe official records the.se uprisings of 
the people were often listed either as 
acts of dacoity or lawlessne.ss—hence, 
the veritable butchery on the part of the 
official machinery of supprc.ssiun. If the 
history of the rulers of Tripura is the 
dark stay (sit^ presumably this word 
should be ‘story’) of monotonous strug¬ 
gles fiir power and sordid court intrigues; 
the history of the people of Tripura is the 
bright story of self-sacrifice and strug¬ 
gles against feudal exploitation”. 

Another person sent by the CPI, who 
quickly took over the leadeDi^ip of the 


Tribal refugees : victims of reprisal 


TUJS: 

TRIPURA 

FOR 

TRIBALS! 



While the Tripura Upajati Juha Samiti 
has not been banned, warrants have been 
issued against all members of its central 
committee, and many of its important 
supporters and sympathisers- 900 had 
been arrested by June 15, including two 
of TUJS's four MLAs. “The charges, gen¬ 
erally, are sedition and conspiracy to 
overthrow the legally constituted govern¬ 
ment. TOOSHAR PANDIT traces the 
histoiy of this quasi secessionist organ¬ 
isation whose militancy has gathered 
momentum after the As.sam agitation. 


struggle, was a man called Nripen Chakv' 
raboriy. He originally came from the. 
adjoining Comilla district's Brahmanber> 
ia town (now in Bangladesh). Both these 
leaders, through sacrifice and fearless¬ 
ness, established their hold over the 
tribals. Dev Barma contested the 1952 
elections to the Lok Sabha while he was 
hiding from the police. He managed both 
to keep away from the police and win a 
thumping electoral victory. After his 
victory, the police thought that now at 
least they could nab him as he was bound 
to show his face in order to reach Delhi. 
But the next thing the Tripura police 
heard about him was that he had sudden't 
ly surfaced in Parliament to take his 
oath. 

Today, Nripen Chakravarty is the 
Chief Minister of Tripura, and Dasrath 
Dev Barma is the Fducation Minister: the 
two are the nodal points of the CPl(M) in 
the Slate. 

Till 1967, the iribals knew of no other 
Party except first the CPI and later (he 
CPl(M). In 1967. very quietly, a handful 
of young men formed the Tribal Upajati 
Juba .Samiti; the word ‘juba’ was used 
because they were all young. (They are 
all of course much older now, but the 
name has not changed.) The TUJS was 
created quite obviously to challenge the 
Marxist domination over the tribal vote, 
and in this gameplan the TUJS received 
the overt and covert support of all the 
anti-Marxist forces who, till then, had 
failed miserably to make any appreci¬ 
able dent among the tribals. The Con¬ 
gress too had an understanding with the 
TUJS. The clearest evidence of this was 
available when the TUJS openly sup¬ 
ported the Emergency. The then Con¬ 
gress Chief Minister Sukhomoy Sengiipta 
used the Emergency’s special arbitrary- 
powers to imprison 12 MLAs of his own 
Party who were not in his faction, but he 
discovered no need to arrest any MLA or 
leader of the TUJS. 

The main demands of the TUJS since 
its inception have been four; creation of 
autonomous district councils for the trib¬ 
al areas; restoration of the tribal re¬ 
served areas (a very late sop given by the 
last Kaja of Tripura to the tribals after he 
found that his policy of encouraging 
Bengali immigration had led to impover¬ 
ishment of tribals; this was scrapped by 
the Congress government in 1950); res¬ 
toration of alienated tribal land and, 
lastly , recognition ,of Kakbarok as the 
official language of the tribals. The Mar¬ 
xist position on two of these issues is 
different only in degree. The Marxists 
have fixed 1969 as the cut-off year for the 
restoration of tribal lands, where the 
TUJS insists that the base year should be 
1960. And the Marxists have accepted 
Kakbarok as the tribal language. 

Who was really popular among the 
tribals was proved in the December 1977 
Assembly elections. Not merely did the 
CPI(M) win an overwhelming victory in 
the state (56 out of 60 seats) but it also 
smashed the TUJS in the tribal areas by 
winning 17 of the 19 seats. However, the 
only other Party to win anything was the 
TUJS which got the other four seats, two 
from non-tribal constituencies. This led 
to some interesting developments. On 
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the one hand, all the non-('PI(M) Parties 
begun even more to promote the TDJS in 
their efforts to demoli.sh the CPI(M) grip 
lover the tribal vote. And, on the other 
hand, a section within the TUJS, dispi 
rited by the results, began to push the 
TUJS towards mote militant postures, 
now convinted that electoral politics 
would not help them and the tribal cause 
could only be promoted through 
“nationalistic" slogans coupled with 


doses of communal violence Came the 
1980 Parliamentary elections, and once 
again the CPI(M) demolished all the 
other Partie.s, tncluding the TUJS, in 
both the Lok Sabha constituencies. This 
only further strengthened the power of 
the militants within the TUJS..They were 
now desperate for wavs in which they 
could become the “real” representative 
of the tribals 

When the CPUM) acquired undis¬ 




puted power, it did all it could to retn- 
force the strong and traditional commun¬ 
ist base in the tribal areas. It began work 
on the district councils bill. It restored 
tribal lands transferred after 1969, which 
it bought back from non-tribals for sums 
ranging between Rs.4,000 to Rs.9,000. 
The district councils bill, which gives 
tribals exclusive rights to own and 
occupy land in 47 tehsiis and 164 vil¬ 
lages, was introduced in the Tripura 
Assembly on January 17, 1979, and re¬ 
ceived the President’s Assent on July 20 
that same year. If the TUJS had accepted 
the bona fides of these two decisions, 
then its very existence would have been 
threatened. So it raised objections. It 
wanted the district councils to be set up 
under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitu- 






‘ nii.u»,'*rMcti made vir- 

'iuutty awienomoos, bat ^be Cbntre 
ailuWed it m be parsed only under the 
Seventh Schedule. And <»n the question 
of rcstoraiion of land, the TUJS wanted 
the base year to be 1960, not 1969. As the 
Marxist (iovernmeni completed one year 
of its life, on January !>, 1979, the TUJS 
decided to step up the tempo of battle. It 
threatened to set up a parallel Rovern- 
meni in the tribal belt borderins Mizor¬ 
am in the east, and Bangladesh on the 
west, from 26 January 1979. 

Krom June 1979 began ihe history of 
violence, instigated by militant elements 
of the TUJS on the one side, and ably 
fuelled by extremist communal organisa- 
tmns like the Amra Bengalee and Anan- 
da Murg on the other. Sporadic clashes, 
aiiucks on institutions and protest move¬ 
ments followed. Till early 1980, 20 
schools and 11 market offices and medic¬ 
al centres had been set on fire- all this 
was part of the TUJS’s publicly proc¬ 
laimed "liberation struggle”. Tripura 
Svna and Sanfikrak. the hit run squads of 
the TUJS, were also activated. 

Ihe instability in the north east cre¬ 
ated primarily by the Assam agitation 
also, predictably, had its impact on Tri¬ 
pura. The 12th annual conference of the 
TUJS, on March 15 this year, held at 
Taiduhai i, 62 kilometres from Agartala, 
decided to launch an agitation seeking 
Ihe deportation of “foreigners” who had 
come to Tripura after October 15, 1949 
the day Tripura formally acceded to 
India. Such a demand had never been 
heard before, despite the fact that the 
immigrant Bengalis had made the tribals 
into a minority a long while ago. The 
prugramme for action was cviarted out: 
depiitaiions to block development 
offices; a week-long boycott of the mar¬ 
kets between June I and June 7; and a 
civil disobedience movement The con¬ 
ference also urged the regional Parties of 
the iiorcli easi to launch a “combined 
agitation throughout the region to root 
out the foreigners” The TUJS figurc.s 
said fliat there were 10 million “fore¬ 
igners” in the north ei^sf. 5.1 ;nillion in 
Assam and one million in Tripura. The 
organising secretary of the All Assam 
Tribal Youih League, Derhagre Mochah- 
ary, was the chtef guest, Bharat Dewan 
presided. Among those who addressed 
the meeting was Vijoy Hrankhal, the 
self-styled commander of the 6,000- 
strong Tripura Sena. Another participant 
was Mrs Bibhu Devi, the second wife of 
Tripura's last Maharaja’s eldest son, who 
was the chief guest at a cultural prog¬ 
ramme. 

On March 2.J the TUJS announced 
that the statewide agitation against fore¬ 
igners would start on March 30. A joint 
action committee, which included Nagen- 
dra Jamatia, MLA, and Vijoy Hrankhal, 
was set up to restore the balance which 
had gone wonky between the 1937 and 
the 1971 censuses; in 1937,70 per cent of 
the population was tribal; in 1980, this 
had been virtually revers^ and only 29 
per cent was tribal. 

On April, the TUJS asked Stanley 
Nicholas Ray, secretary of the Ftmim of 
Hill Regional Parties of North East India 
(their members are the APHLC of 



Nripen Chakr.ihat ly 


Meghalaya, the People’s Party of Am- 
nachal Pradesh, the UDb of Nagaland, 
the National Party of Mizoram and the 
TUJS) to summon a meeting immediate¬ 
ly to create a joint programme against 
“foreigners”: the furthest date they sug¬ 
gested was May. The lust meeting of the 
Forum had been held at Kohima on 
October 24, 1979, and the discussions 
there had clearly boosted the morale of 
the TUJS. The extremist and violent 
Sangkrak also became active simul¬ 
taneously. Sangkiak owes its name to the 


history df the esrly 19S0s nitt its nrv^lt’ 
to. Hrankhal. According to the Chief- 
Minister of Tripura, slogans of indepeii:< 
dent Tripura were also raised by themi 
The Tripura Sena also became activer 
Again according to the CM, some Sena 
member.s had taken training in Bang¬ 
ladesh from Mizu hu.stiles. 

By May 8, armed tribals had hit 
several villages and bazaars in South 
Tripura in which eight persons were 
killed. They struck terror along the Boro- 
murha hill belt, cutting across south and 
west Tripura. l.eaflet.s were left behind 
with the message: “Jungles are our stron¬ 
gholds”. 

Qn May 21, the Tribal Joint Action 
Committee of the TUJS announced that 
it would begin a movement in Tripura’s 
hilly areas to purge “foreigners”. On May 
22, the Forum endor.sed the TUJS .stand 
on “foreigners”: the TUJS was repre¬ 
sented at this meeting by its secretary 
Shyamacharan Tripuri And on May 25 
and 26 a convention of the TUJS general 
body, after deliberations at Pitra in 
South Tripura, decided to introduce in¬ 
ner line permits, as in Nagaland, to curb 
“infiltration”. 

On the night of May 30, a gang of 
armed tribals attacked a house at Jamir- 
ghat III Sidhui killing a housewife, and 
injuring her husband and one other 
person. Other attacks resulted in the 
deaths of two women and a child. The 
BSF and the Tripura Armed Police, along 
with other security forces, began com¬ 
bing operations Then came the bandh, 
staMing on June 1. And that began 
another story. 


AN APPEAL 






Tripura has witne^ed the worst tragedy in its eidaif; 
ence. Thousands have been hui^ in some way or ttyi: 
other. Lakhs have tost everything they had. 

‘^al popuiation of about 19 lakhs, moi« thao 
lakhs are already in refugee camps (bothfanfifa^ a 
bIbalsK:- • 

At £ts moment everything that can possibly 
heib-thM victims of 

ba'dOh^. We ajaipeai to all our readOie sp«^-A^ 
Wbf^ry to haip a saveraiy affOM'gl^Of paopIO 
in-lihy ^y can: by spading money, liiedjclnas;; 
^^lOthiin ^ is posslbre. Pieasp send yopr 

iidito of the reaponsiblo egenctas that may bb 


lA: diriptiy to the Tripura Chiel Minister's ReHef Fundi 
and isfif dtf mmhen of the staff of SUNMIT 






mf$: PL^EASE DO NOT SEND 
ANtmPm TO OVR address: 
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HRANKHAL: 
THE MAN WHO 
WANTED WAR 


the TtrjS in 197-$ becauie his aen^t^ 
were requisitiened to raise the voitttiteef 
force Tripur Sena to reinforce the cam¬ 
paign for autonomy He was made the 
chief organiser But Hrankhai styled him 
self the C in C Very soon, however, he 
tell foul of the leadership again After 
the President of India gave his assent to 
the Autonomous District Council Bill 


HE first leporls said that 
he was headed for Bang 
ladesh with a band of loyal 
followers Then came the 
report No, he was right 
there in hts native village of Ambassa, 60 
km east of Agartala on the Assam high 
way, collecting large quantities of rice 
and preaching communal amity So on 
Saturday June 14, at around S pm, a 
posse of policemen supported by a con 
tingent of the CRPf- moved into Ambas 
sa Within an hour Bejoy Kumar Hrank 
hal, JS, one of the most dreaded persons 
in Iripura, was arrested without so much 
as raising a finger 'He almost seemed to 
have been waiting fur a When the news 
of his arrest reached the poliLe head 
quarters in Agartala the initial reaction 
was one of disbelief The person who had 
been harassing the police wiih his acts of 
violence and insurgency since 1967, the 
promoter of the Sangrak, Tnpur Sena, 
Tribal National Volunteers (TNV) who 
went to the Chittagong Hill tracts in 
Bangladesh and forged a link with the 
MNP insurgents, giving himself up so 
easily’ It is only after the message came 
late at night that Hrankhai had been 
lodged in a cell at Kamalpur police 
station that the officers managed to 
breathe a sigh of relief 

Ever since Hrankhai left his job or 
manager in the Adivasi Co operative 
Society at Kanchanpur at the age of 22 to 
launch the Tripura Upajati Juba Samati 
(TUJS), he has been a constant headache 
for the police, First, he resurrected the 
dreaded Sangrak, then he raised the 
Trtpur Sena, then the INV then again 
the Sangrak All with the same obiective 
in mind ^the liberation of the tribal areas 
of Tripura (which constitute about 60 per 
cent of the statejihrough insurgency The 
TUJS hierarchy, composed mostly of the 
elders of different tribal communities, 
never approved of Hiankhal views Time 
and again they stripped him of his pow 
ers and positions In March 1976, he was 
reduced from the position of the organic 
ling secretary to that of a joint secretary 
of the organisation In the same year he 
also lust his post of director of the 
Tripura Tribal Language Institute, an 
out. oromoted by the local Baptist 
church lo Hucate the tribals, but actual 
ly a conseiiic. cover for all kinds of 
Intrigues By |oiv 1977, he completely 
lost hts standing in ti. '• ofticial hierarchy 
and was virtuallv rei d from the 
organisation He lemainc * i, the Party 
just as a member of the too. itess central 
advisory board 

But, luck has never deserted Hrank 
hal He was luckv to be born into a 
Christian family Fhe Baptist missionar 
les gave him a good education, first at 
their school at Aiundhatinagar in Tn 
pura, then at the junior high school in the 
Jamptii hills on the western bolder of 
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Mizoram and finally in Shillong where he 
appeared fur his Senior Cambridge from 
the classy Don Bosco That made him an 
automatic choice for leadership in a 
community where very few were literate 
His age was also a great advantage It is 
the pressures from the younger activists 
that have prevented the elders in the 
TUJS from disowning younger Hrankhai 

completely 

Within a year of his near total eclipse 
Hrankhai again came into prominence in 

The TNV card passport to violence 


Hrankhai decided to register hts displea¬ 
sure by printing a map in the Tripura 
Star, a bi lingual tabloid published by 
him, exaggerating the actual area envis 
aged in the bill for the autonomous tribal 
district councils This created hostility 
and raised fears among the Bengalis 
against the bill I he TUJS leaders saw in 
It a calculated move to whip up common 
al tensions 

At the meeting of the TUJS on August 
S, 1979, the leaders accused Hrankhai of 
commiting a breach of faith by pub 
fishing the map without the knowledge 
or the approval of the Party Not content 
with that Hrankhai had in another issue 
of the Tripura Star published a list of 
likely TUJS nominees for the district 
councils of which the Party leaders knew 
nothing about He was also accused of 
promoting a personality cull in the Party 
projecting himself unduly in the Sena, 
forging links with the MNF insurgents 
without the consent of the Party draw 
ing money from the missionaries and 
squandering party funds Hrankhai just 
sat silent as the elders demanded his 
expulsion from the Party Only at the 
request of Harinath Deb Barma (now a 
TUJS MLA) did the leaders relent and 
agree to ask Hrankhai to submit his 
resignation Hrankhai resigned In the 
Sena he was replaced by Sukhdayal 
lamatia, once his close associate But 
even after that Hrankhai refused to 
actually relinquish charge A stale 
mate followed 

Meanwhile, Hrankhal’s supporters 
began canvassing for his reinstatement 
in the Party He should at least get the 
post of assistant general secretary, they 
said 1 he leadership coud not resist the 
demand although it strongly disapproved 
of Hrankhal's involvement in insurgency 
activity his collaboration with the MNF 








mlKHiv MQt bit iffttra to'MMtiiftM 
tbc tripvr Sih* b)* raising a paratlei 
force, tne TNV. He was made assistant 
general secretary but the leaders bad by 
then lost all confidence in him. Then 
suddenly on February 16, Hrankhal in a 
surprise move met Chief Minister Nripen 
Chakrabarly at his office. The meeting 
led to the government dropping conspira¬ 
cy charges against him and ordering the 
police not to arrest him although a 
warrent for it was outstanding. The im¬ 
mediate reaction of the leaders was that 
Hrankhal was buying safety at the cost of 
the TUJS. 

That is why the TUJS leaders refused 
to include Hrankhal in the Party delega¬ 
tion to the North Eastern Regional Stu¬ 
dents’ Union conference in- Dibrugarh. 
He was left out froni the action commit¬ 
tee formed to implement the decisions of 
the Party's 12th annual conference which 
called for the deportation of foreigners. 
But when the TUJS intensified its cam¬ 
paign against 'foreigners’ early this 
month, Hrankhal again became very use¬ 
ful to the party. His command of the 
Tripur Sena was restored to secure his 
help. 

The government strongly suspect that 
Hrankhal had planned the recent car¬ 
nages and massacre in Tripura. The 
TUJS leaders also blame him for most of 
the excesses. Both the president and the 
general secretary of the TUJS are said to 
have told the police that a small band of 
tribals had committed the massacres. 
“We did not have any fore-knowledge. 
But, we now Hrankhal is the man you are 
looking for. 

But this he strongly denies. He is 
reported to have told the interrogators 
that he has renounced violenc^. sincerly 
and honestly. “That is since November 
last year when 1 got married to Linda (a 
LS-year-old girl of the same village.) How 
can you marry and be irresponsible ? 
Violence means Insecurity. And, I can no 
longer afford to live dangerously,” he 
says. He admitted that he had met the 
MNF leader l.aldenga several times in 
New Delhi. “But would you believe that 
the first thing he told me was that 
insurgency was not going to pay in the 
long run. 1 did not agree. But now looking 
back 1 guess, he was right,” he thinks. 
Was he in any way associated with the 
recent killings and carnages? The ques¬ 
tion seemed to take him by surprise. 
“What carnage?” Didn’t he know about 
the massacre at Mandai?“What hap¬ 
pened there ?" When he was told that 
some .)00 men, women and children were ‘ 
killed he replies :“How terrible ? It’s 
bad. It’s really bad.. 

Even after three days of interroga¬ 
tions, Hrankhal did not say anything that 
the government did not know already. 
He denied most of the charges of vio¬ 
lence and insurrections. “No I had no¬ 
thing to do with the,, raids on police 
stations or the bazaars,” has been his 
stock reply. But he is convinced that the 
CPI(M) is not the answer to the anxieties 
and agonies of the state’s tribals. “The 
tribals alone can shape their own des¬ 
tiny, they alone can find solution to their 
problems” 

T.P. 



The Army looks for insurgents 

THE BLOODSTAINED 
MILITANTS 


ITHNIC insurgency first 
raised its head iii Tripura 
within a year of its acces¬ 
sion to India on October 15, 
_ 1949. The immediate pro¬ 
vocation was the appointment of a Ben¬ 
gali ICS officer, A.B.Chatterjee, as the 
dewan to the state by the government of 
India. Although Maharaja Bir Bikram 
Deb Barma was among the first to accede 
his state to India, he died before the 
instrument of accession could be signed. 
Since his son Kirit Bikram was a minor, 
Maharani Kanchanprabha assumed 
charge as the regbnt and signed the 
document. The dewan appointed by the 
government soon became the de facto 
ruler of the state. The tribals, already 
bitter about the influx of Bengali immig¬ 
rants which had reduced them to a 
minority and the end of the Maharaja's 
rule, boiled with rage as the dewan 
disarmed and disbanded the Royal 
Guards who had rendered some valuable 
services to the British on the Aarakan 
front during the World War II. The 
sacked Royal Guards formed a militant 
insurgent group named Sangrak, mean¬ 
ing the swordsmen or strongmen which 
they were, and joined the restless tribals 
preparing for an uprising under the 
banner of Ganamukti Parishad, domin¬ 
ated by the communists at Khowai where 
their leader Dasarath Deb Barma (the 
present Education Minister) lived. The 
insurgency kept the entire Khowai subdi¬ 
vision and a large part of the Sadar 
subdivision in turmoil for a long period 
even after the deployment of a large 
para-military force 

The Sangrak surfaced again soon af¬ 
ter the emergence of the TUJS as a group 
qf extremists led by its organising secret¬ 
ary Bejoy Kumar Hrankhal drawing in¬ 
spiration from the Mizo insurgents, 
drifted away from the dominant moder¬ 
ate trend within the Party. A hostile 
Pakistan government willingly offered 
the group a sanctuary and training facili¬ 
ties at Keshab Mahajan Para just about 
10 km away from the border in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts where Mizo rebels 
were already training. Hrankhal himself 
led the first batch there through a point 
at Bhandarima, a virtually inaccessible 
village located at the tri-junction of 
Tripura, Mizoram and the then East 
PakUlan. At the training centre in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Hrankhal came in 
touch with the Mizo insurgent leaders 
with whom he forged an alliance. 


Initinlly, the PUJS leaders were reluc¬ 
tant to h.ive anything to do with the 
extremists. But towards the end of 1967 
the TUJS leaders looking for reinforce¬ 
ment needed to intensify their campaign 
for autonomous councils in the tribal 
areas, sought to make up with the ex¬ 
tremists. '-Viih this idea the then presi¬ 
dent of the TUJS, Drao Kumar Reang, 
and gener.il secretary Shyamacharan Tri- 
puri initiated a dialogue with the Saa- 
grak. Hut the negotiations failed because 
the exirctnists did not want to renounce 
violeiue \ spate of violence followed. 
Hrankhal and his aide Sukhadayal 
Jamaitm stepped up recruitments enlist¬ 
ing young men to Sangrak from Udaipur, 
Belonia .itid Amarpur. They also readily 
got suppoit from the Reang tribe concen¬ 
trated in the Kanchanpur area, who had 
been fuming over the settlement of Ben¬ 
gali refugees on lands reserved for them. 

Between 1967 and 1968, the extrem¬ 
ists carried out at least 24 raids at 
different parts of the state, mostly along 
the borders, to collect money and sup¬ 
plies. The Sangrak did not have any mass 
following and relied mainly on terror and 
the support af the MNF insurgents. Bpt, 
by their ai.is of depredation they lost 
whatever Uiile support they had among 
the people Finally, the organisation 
crumbled after the security forces nab¬ 
bed some of Its members on their way to 
East PakiMan. The last of the group was 
caught by (he BSF on November 14,1968. • 
And, tlie extremist activities ceased for 
some limi- But the MNF took over, 
carrying out sporadic raids in placet 
close to the Mizoram border. After about 
two years of hibernation, the extremists 
began to it group in 1970 under a diffe¬ 
rent l.ibei Tiipur Sena for men and 
Tripiirasuiiclari Sena for women. But, 
before ili.-y could be organised suffi¬ 
ciently th.- 1971 war broke out, finally 
leuditig to lilt' emergence of Bangladesh 
and the lo .'. of the extremists’ Chittagong 
Hill Tiati'. sanctuary. Another spell of 
hiberiiciiioii followed. The MNF insur- 
geiit.s, however, continued to harass the 
Tripura government by carrying out fre¬ 
quent r>iics 111 and around the Chamanu 
area in Kaiiasahar subdivision in - the 
1972-75 period The MNF was hoping 
that suc.b insurgency would help revive 
the mils'.imy of the Tripura tribes. And, 
it did. 

In l'i7‘ (ho extremists in the TUJS 
teneui'd 1,1. u hiik.s with the Mizo under¬ 
ground (•' fh>veinber 1975, Hrankhal 
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told SaQo in Aizwal how the Mizo 
community in Tripura was being haras¬ 
sed by the immigrant Benutis. Seeking 
assistance of the Mizoram People’s Con¬ 
ference, he argued that the only remedy 
was the establishment of an autonomous 
state comprising the Mizo populated 
areas of Mizoram, Tripura, Cachar and 
Manipur. Sailo, however, appeared cool 
to the idea and asked Hrankhal to pre¬ 
sent New Delhi a list of his grievances 
and demands. Again in September 1977, 
Hrankhal, this time accompanied by 
another extremist student leader Uebab- 
rata Kalia (now the TUJS publicity sec¬ 
retary), approached Brig Sailo and the 
Mizoram People’s Conterencc general 
secretary Zoram Thunga at Aizwal for 
representation of the Tl/.FS in the Norfh 
East Hill People’s Conference (NKHPC), 

The extremists’ cause received a 
boost with the intensification of the 
TUJS’s campaign for autonomous district 
councils which brought it into direct 
confrontation with the ruling Left Front 
government in 1978. To sustain the cam¬ 
paign, the TUJS revived the Tripur 
Senaand placed it under the command of 
Hrankhal. Unlike the clandestine San- 
rak, the new volunteer force promoted 
y the TUJS acted more openly and 
within legal limits. Coii.seuuently, it 
attracted more people. By the end of 
1979 the strength of the Tripur Sena 
went up to 10,000 with its units spiead all 
over the state. The expansion, however, 
cost the Sena much of its militancy which 
prompted the ultras to seek a new forum. 
This led to the birth of the Tribal Nation¬ 
al Volunteers (TNV) towards the end of 


1978. Hrankhal organised the TNV sec¬ 
retly behind the back of the TUJS lead¬ 
ers, drafting into it handpicked activists 
from the Tripur Sena. The objective was 
to raise a band -of insurgents on the 
pattern of the MNF. Thi.s is reflected 
even in the choice of the name, for the 
organisation. The word ‘‘national” is sig- 
nincant. The members of ilie TNV were 
given special identity card.s bearing the 
photograph of the holder, his left thumb 
impression in his own blood and signed 
by Hrankhal as the genet al of the TNV. 
They also carried a separate card, again 
signed by Hrankhal. this time as the 
C-in-C of the Tripur Sena, to establish 
their bonafide within the Sena as well. 
The TNV volunteers useil the Tnpur 
Senacaids only while in riipoia The 
TNV cards served as |),is,|>oits to Mizo 
cam'ps 111 the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Some GO TNV rneitilieis ,iie so far. 
known t<i have teceivi'd ir,lining at the 
MNF camps in Bangladesh The first 
batch was led l>v extiemisi le.ider C'liu 
niial Kalai to the MM' cam|) at Lting- 
ihausi in (he C'liittaguiig 11 ill Ti ,u is close 
to the Arakaii Ixirder. Allei ilie comple¬ 
tion of then’ training, K.d.ii ag.iiti led the 
hatch back to Tiipuia linli.il undei- 
standiilg for coopeiatioii between the 
TNV' and the' MNF was re.ii lied between 
Hrankhal foi the I N\ Kliawkunga the 
commanding oflicei ot the iiattalioii 
tor the MNF Later il was loimalised in a 
series of meetings held between Hiank- 
hal and the MNF leader L.ildeiiga in New 
Delhi At the meetings held on Match .11, 
April 1 and Apiil 2, 1979 aiiothei impor¬ 
tant MNF film tirinarv. Lai /.ii.il.i w.is also 
present While Hrankhal deali niosilv 


with planning, Kalai did most of the 
work. 

The TNV’s Mizo connection was laid 
bare when some documents seized by the 
police last October revealed that the 
MNF wa.s pledged to offer arms, ammuni¬ 
tion and logistical support to the TNV 
insurgents and even conduct joint raids. 
At least on ten occasions since March'last 
year, the MNF collaborated with the 
TNV in orgunising armed raids on 
selected targets, mostly police outposts. 
The insurgency ebbed a little last 
November after 12 hardcore activists of 
the TNV had been arrested by the secur¬ 
ity forces. Its leaders, including Hrank¬ 
hal, were forced underground as the 
documents seized from ihe arresled TNV 
members and the confessions made by 
them gave the government enough evi¬ 
dence to prosecute the Ic'aders The 
charges ranged fiom murder, rnljheries 
and arson to sedition While still in 
underground the i’NV Ic-.idc-is struck a 
political deal with ihe Lett l-'ront Chief 
Minister Nripen Ch.ikiaharty in Fehru- 
ary this year as a result of which ihe 
guveriimeni withdrew the sedition 
charges againsi some ot the leaders (spe¬ 
cific criminal charges weie notwiili 
drawn) and the leailers renounced vio¬ 
lence. As pari of the deal they also 
publicly aniiouncc>d the disbanding, of 
the TNV. But secretly they continued to 
nurse it. Hrankhal hit upon a hrilliant 
idea to circumvc-iii the promise he had 
made to Chiet Minister Nripen Cliakra- 
harty. A change of label And now read 
.S’angiak again foi TNV 

T.P. 


HOW MANY DIED I 


F the govermnent 
says 350, then at least 
3.S00 people znusll 
have died” : how 

_many times one must 

lave heard this reaction! For ob- 
.vious reasons, the number of 
dead and injured in a communal 
clash is the most ’ sensitive statis¬ 
tic and all governments have 
built up such a credibility ga,/ 
in his regard that no one, parti¬ 
cularly those dircctLv involved, 
believes a figure distributed bi 
the authorities. So everyone, de¬ 
pending upon his or her political 
persuasion, emotion, or investiga¬ 
tion, puts out a separate figure. 
In Tripura, the estimates range 
from the 400-odd figure touted by 
the government to the far more 
absurd 7,000 dead claimed bv the 
anti-CPI(M) pofitidans of Tri¬ 
pura. 

The authorities base tbeir fig¬ 
ures on the number of bodies 
recovered; indeed, doing anything 
else would be irresponsible. But 
the truth is that this makes for 
unreliable estimates. ,To begin 
with, the police simply do not 
have the capability to take a pro¬ 
per census of the number of dead 
in as widespread a riot as the 
Tripura one. Apart from the 


deaths in the interior villages, all 
the bodies on the .side oT the main 
Agartald-Assam road had not been 
cleared by the time we went on 
June 13. On that day, w-e arbitrar¬ 
ily stopped at a roadside village 
In Bankimnagar under the Jirania 
police station. There, in front of 
a gutted, pour man’s but, was a 
skeleton, lying face up. The right 
fist was clenched, the leh band 
rested on the stomach. The right 
fool had been chopped off com¬ 
pletely, but the left foot was still 
intact — the last bit of lk*sh on 
the body was on this foot. The 
skeleton was, on Saturday June 7, 
a man called Phulkumar Chau- 
dhury. around 50 years old, with 
a family .of wife and ten 
children —' three sons and seven 
daughters. Sometime between 
three and four in the afternoon. 
Chaudhury had been killed dur¬ 
ing an attack by about 200 trib- 
als. There were other victims of 
that attack, but Cbaudhury’s 
body wa.s still lying there In front 
of his hut. Pradip Chaudhury, the 
teenage sun of the skeleton, was 
wandering about on the road, the 
Uiielcss tears now dried up. He 
himself had managed to run 
away in time, but his mother, 
with two children, .survived onlv 


becausv Ihuy were able to hidts 
in a bush all through the attack 
— barely five yards from the spot 
where the father was killed. The 
family saw it all. 

Further down that road was 
also the body of a tribal killed 
by a police bullet: this was oue 
place where the police came 
while the rioting was on. This 
death, too, had not gone onto 
police lists. 

Moreover, not all the bodies 
would have been visible to the 
police even where they went. Many 
of the bodies were simply dump¬ 
ed by the assailants into ponds : 
others are buried under the ash 
of burnt villages. Every day, 
bodies are still being found float¬ 
ing down the Haora and Gomti 
rivers — both the Bangladesh and 
the Tripura governments have de¬ 
clared the waters of these rivers 
unclean because of this. 

However, the body count can¬ 
not be dramatically more than 
what the authorities say it is. 
First, the only place where a mass¬ 
acre took place was Mandai; in 
no other spot has the death toll 
risen beyond 15 at the very most. 
Arson is really the greater source 
of damage, except, of efiurse for 
Mandai. 


M. J. A. 
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Letter from Ttipura Baptist Union to its counterpart in New Zealand, 
intercepted by the police 


“The Tripuris accepted Hindus as 
brothers, now Hinduism appears to be a 
threat”. 

“Tripuris have today formed a party 
called Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti. This 
is led by young men and although in its 
early beginning was communist-minded, 
it has become nationalist, it has suppport 
of over SO per cent of the Tripuris”. 

“I was able to meet the general secretary 
of the TUJS and to read a memorandum 
tha^. his Party has submitted to the 
Government of Tripura regarding the 
mistreatment of the tribals by the Ben- 


HESE are aome of the 
quotes from a pamphlet en¬ 
titled “The church grows 
through people’s move- 

_Iment”, circulating among 

the church authorities in north-east In¬ 
dia. Its author. Dr. Rieweh Cunviile, a 
director of the Bible Society of India 
argues in that pamphlet that the tribals 
cf Tripura should be organised into an 
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galees. The TUJS is demanding a sepa¬ 
rate district council for the Tripuris 

“The political upheaval has made the 
tribals of Tripura receptive to the 
Goapel”. 

“If large numbers are to come to Christ 
via people’s movement, the Tripura Bap¬ 
tist Christian Union must be aided by 
other churches and missions”. 

“I also strongly urge the pumping into 
Tripura of material supplies—jeeps, pub¬ 
lic address system, trucks and printing 
materials to be used by workers”. 


unified Christian group taking into 
account their desire for more {wwer and 
freedom. “They (the Tripura tribals) saw 
the tribals in the neighbouring states of 
Nagaland, Misoram and Meghalaya were 
enjoying more powers. Naturally, they 
want to go that way”, Cunviile asserts. 
His suggestions to the Christian missions 
all over the world : send your best 
workers to Tripura; intensify the conver¬ 


sion activities; be in close touco witn tim 
Tripura Baptist Christian Union. Clearly, 
the church has been taking more than 
usual missionary interest in the tribals 

The entire north eastern region of the 
country has been a major attraction for 
the Christian missionaries since the early 
19tb century. Their targets . the tribal 
population. Although, in Tripura, the 
missionaries first established contact 
with the tribals some ninety years ago, 
they could not make much headway 
because the Hindu tribal Maharaja 
would not allow them a foothold. After 
tenacious efforts, a New Zealand Baptist 
missionary, Dr. D. N. Ead finally suc¬ 
ceeded in securing permission from the 
Maharaja to open a mission in Tripma, 
promising that the missionaries would 
not preach Christianity to the Tripuris, 
the dominant tribal group to which the 
royal family belonged. The New Zealand 
Baptist Christian .Union was consequent¬ 
ly set up at Arundhatinagar in Agartala. 
The year : 1938. The very next year the 
missionaries registered some success by 
getting into their fold some Reang tribals 
following an abortive uprising by them. 
Till Independence, the missionaries were 
cautious, limiting their work mainly 
among the minor tribal groups and leav¬ 
ing out the major groups, as stipulated by 
the Maharaja. 

With the accession of Tripura to Ihdia 
in 1949, the missionaries became more 
aggressive, going back on their promise 
not to preach Christmnity among the 
dominant tribal groups. They started 
telling the tribals that they were being 
swamped by the dominant Hindu reli¬ 
gion and culture, and that their salvation 
lay in embracing Christ. As a proof of it, 
the missionaries would refer to the 
Christian converts of the neighbouring 
tribal areas, the Mizos, the Nagas, the 
Khasis and other tribes pointing out bow 
well off they were because they had 
embraced Christ. Compared to the frib- 
als of Tripura, other tribes in the adjoin¬ 
ing areas certainly appeared more articu¬ 
late. That led many in Tripura to change 
their faith, especially those belonging to 
the Lushai (Mizos), Halam, Kuki, Garo 
and Darlong tribes. The technique 
adopted for Tripura was no different : 
the converts were offered education in 
English to mould their life-style on the 
western pattern. 

By 1972 the activities of the New 
Zealand Baptist Christian Union started 
causing deep anxiety to the government. 
Evidence established its links with the 
TUJS, a tribal organisation that had 
surfaced in 1967. Rev B. K. Smith, the 
Director of the Bible Institution of the 
mission was found to be pleading the 
cause of the Mizo rebels with the tribals 
of Tripura. Indeed, he seemed to be 
working to unite various ethnic groups of 
the region to a common cause, and even 
lent his support to the Mizo National 
Front’s idea of an independent tribal 
state incorporating all the tribal areas of 
the north-east in the scheme. Rev Smith 
was thrown out of Tripura in 1972 along 
with other foreign nationals employed in 
the mission following the promulgation 
of the restricted area rules prohibiting 
presence of foreign Jiatitmals in Tripura ,... 



without explicit penmssion of the gov* 
eminent. 

That, however, did not affect the 
activities of the mission (now renamed 
Tripura Baptist Christian Union) very 
much because Rev Smith and his col¬ 
leagues, anticipating such an eventual¬ 
ity, had been raising a loyal band of 
followers from among the tribals for 
quite some time. The mission was placed 
in the hands of the local people. Rev. 
Smith guiding the activities from his new 
address in ^icutta till his departure 
from India in 1977. It is not surprising 
that the top functionaries of the TBCU 
belong to the Mizo tribe. Obviously, this 
is to emphasise the ethnic affinity of the 
Tripura tribals to the tribal population of 
the bordering state of Mizoram. Exist¬ 
ence of a strong link between the Baptist 
missionaries and the MNF was always 
suspected. The confirmation came when 
a tribal recruit trained in the MNF camp 
in the Chittagong hill tracts confessed 
recently to the police that he had actual¬ 
ly been guided to the camp by a Baptist 
pastor. Another recruit volunteered that 
the training at the MNF camp begins 
with an oath administered by a Christian 
missionary. “We have to swear our alle¬ 
giance to the cause by touching the 
Bible,” he is reported to have said. 

But, perhaps the most ptmtive proof 
of the church’s involvement in politics in 
Tripura was offered by a letter written 
by the North East India Christian Coun¬ 
cil bswed in Shillong, to the TUJS MLA 
Drao Kumar Rean^. It said : “We are 
thrilled to see the increased interest of 
our church members in politics. 1 should 
say, this is a new development and for 
the first time the church in Tiripura has 
shown interest and taken part in poli¬ 
tics”. What thrilled the NEICC u the 
success of four TUJS candidates in the 
1977 Assembly polls. Indeed, the letter 
presented a long list of names, whom the 
NEICC considered “our men” who have 
infiltrated into various organisations and 
bodies from the village panchayats to the 
Assembly. In another communication the 
TBCU irdonned its parent body in New 
Zealand that a large number of the 
churdi members had taken to politics - 
prominent among them were : Bejoy 
Kumar Hamkhal, Drao Kumar Reang, 
Chuni Kalai. 

Presumably encouraged by this, the 
parent body in New Zealand decided to 
mcraase its contributions to the TBCU. 
The TBCU, which had been running on a 
shoestring budget till about 1977, sud¬ 
denly started receiving large funds from 
various Oiristian missiona all over the 
world. At present it receives Rs 10,(X),000 
annually nem its parent body in New 
Zealand alone through commercial 
banks. A letter written ^ the New 
Zealand mission to the TBXm and inte^ 
cepted by the government indicated that 
some of this money has definitely come 
from unidendfted sources in Teas and 
London. The TBCU is also receiving 
funds from the Bamtist Mission in Mixo^ 
am to the tune of Rs 150,000 annually. 
The Misoram mission, inadmtally, d» 
pends for its finances on contributions 
from the UK. Other contributors to the 
TBCU are : the Christian Educational 


tre, New Delhi; the Worid Viskm of 
India, Madras. 

Where are tfaea funds used? One 
place is the schools ran for the tribals 
widi the active cooperation of the mili¬ 
tant elements in the TUJS. Ori^aQy, 
the schools offered education In the 
tribal Imgua franca, the Xokbarak. But, 
gradually, they turned into English 
medium schools And, many see in the 
recent TUJS demands for the adaption of 
the Roman script for the tribal language 
the invisible hands of the TBCU. There 
are also distinct signs to suggest that one 
major objective of dm education being 
offered to the tribals is to forge an 
emotional link with the tribals of the 
neighbouring areas. 

A strange kind tie-up binds all the 
church organisations of north-eastern In¬ 
dia. For example, die Tripura Baptist 


Christian Unkm h« itamoacings in New 
Zealand, while die Mhmnm B^dst Mis¬ 
sion gets aaoney and instractmmi from 
die UK. All dwse Baptist missions in the 
north-eastern region however, have a 
common forum in the North vast laxHa 
Christian Conncil with headquarten hi 
ShiUong. The Council is agsin sfHliaiDr. 
Billy Graham's World Bapdst AOionee. 
Not widiout reason, ifaerefore, many sus¬ 
pect the north-east hidian churches hav¬ 
ing links with the CIA, althou^ such 
limn ere yet to be established beyond 
any reasonable doubt. The CIA is known 
to nave been udlining the services of the 
missionaries for its dsndesdne intelli¬ 
gence operadons. Whether the north east 
udian churches are being used by them 
or not, the fact remains that some of the 
churchmen are certainly meddUng in 
politics. 


WHO’S WHO IN TRIBAL 
LEADERSHIP 


BUDDHA CHANDRA DEB BARMA, 

56, a tracer in the SDO's office who 
rose to become a clerk in the agricul¬ 
ture department, left his job in 1967 
to laundi the TUJS. A member of the 
dominant Tripuri tribe, he has been 
particularly active in organising the 
Tripura Upajad Kannachari SamitL 
the employees’ front and the Kokbor- 
ak Sahitya Sabha, the cultural front. 
He became prudent of the organise- 
tion after his predecessor Drao 
Kumar Reang was eleiMd to the 
Assembly in 1977. His weakness : his 
second wife, a Bengali who is said to 
have immigrated after 1971. Views : 
moderate. 

SHYAMACHARAN TRIPURI, 36, 
general secretary of the TUJS since 
1969, is one of the most educated and 
ardculate persons in the organisation. 
An Arts graduate, he served as an 
assistant teacher in a senior basic 
school till 1974. Since the birth of the 
Par^ be has been associated with all 
major policy decisions and negotia- 


m 




Independent Church of 
r; Bible Disdpleahip Cen- 


Kohima and Shillong. His image, 
however, was sullied when he lost the 
Assembly elecdon in 1977 from a 
tribal constituency to the CPI(M) can¬ 
didate by a staggering margin of 
10,(XX) votes. Views : moderate. 
HAUmni DEB BAJRMA, 34, again 
a Tripuri, ia the vice-preaident of the 
Parra and comes from B fairly affluent 
fam% of Agartala. He is one of die 
four TUJS members to win the Aoaam- 
bly polls. A BA., B.T., he is a school 
teacher. But more important, he 
forms a land of bridge between the 
younger extremiats and the elder^ 
modmtes within the Party and on a 
number of occasions he saved the 
party from baing qiUt. Views: moder¬ 
ate with a tBt toimds the militants. 
DKAO KUMAR REANG, 39, the lead¬ 
er of the TUJS Legislature Par t y in 
the Assembly, is its founder Presi¬ 
dent, a post vAkh he held dll 1977. A 
graduate, he was aerring as a clerk in 


the PWD department dll 1965 when 
he took up wBoletune politics. Origin¬ 
ally an extremist (hc^ with Hrankhal, 
had fomented a tribal uprising at 
Kanebanpur in 1967-68), he has 
changed a lot and is now considered a 
moderate. But his links with the ex¬ 
tremists are still strong. 
SUKHDAYAL JAMATIA. 48. is 
known more as a imtrm actor and 
singer than a politkiu activist. People 
still fondly call him masterlmbu 
althoi^ he left actina as for back as 
in 1969 to join the TUjS. He has been 
a very close aasodate of the extremist 
leader Hrankhal ever since be joined 
the Party and helped Hrankhal raise 
insurgent bands. It is onlyin 1979 that 
thev apart when the lUJS leaders 
sacked Hrankhal from the post of the 
chief ornniaer of the IWpur Sena and 
named Sukhdayal as the replacement. 
Sukhdayal couldn’t exercisean effec¬ 
tive control over the Sena and the 
present rumours are that because of 
this the TUJS leaders rehabilimted 
Hrankhal to the office just e few days 
b^ore the recent distunwnces. Views 
; extremist and particular^ intiderant 
of the immigrants. The police say that 
he himself was seen leaiUng the rio¬ 
ters at Teliamura. bis native town, on 
June 9. 

CHUNI KAJLAl, 36, is another leader 
of the extremists in the Party who 
became the closest confidant of 
Hrankhal after Sukhdayal changed 
sides. In 1979 he led a group to 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts for training 
in the MNf campa and fm all practic¬ 
al porpoaea has oeen the chief execu¬ 
tioner of Hrnnkhal’a action plans. 
When Hrankhal renounced violence 
after a meting with the Chief Minis¬ 
ter in Februarv this year Chuni be¬ 
came Hrankhaf’s alter ego. Since hit 
student days he has been very active 
in agitatiow politics and has been 
theleaderof many violent demonsira- 
tions including the one before the 
state secretariat in 1977 in whidi a 
numbrnr of persons were hurt follow¬ 
ing a police lathi charge. 
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byQOSaNNY 

andUOERZO 


DON'T TOU LIKE SOAR, 
BONEV WASAWARRIOR 
WAYAVIX ? 





RUNNY. THAT 

Ki£?rA,fert MS. MT An 
teCA rOA A SCN^... 
/RAVSff A 
CHANTY.• 
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PROUD and 
TCMJCHY. i Ll^B 
YOU/ C»TTLR 
Ai^AN. 


VERY WELU. I'LL EAT THIS BOAR. 


YOU'VE UPSET 
MH NOW ALU 
RIGHT/ 









tCLL US 
ANOUT YOUR COUNTRY/ 
SONSY >^kSA- 
WARA tOR WAVAYIX . 


"•-•nttSiCA IQ A KOMA»i Mt»fjViN<~R 
AOveRNSD evA RHABTON 
Af’PQinTBO AnNUAcuY. OuAjNO ^ *5 
ySAR in ofbics, the pmantor 

NAnSaXCkO C 0 A^H~A. 4 rLAJ>bA»N« 

TO e« j-rv I'JMO rA^es, aur he 

AE At 1 ^ WAN r'i *m flE IN 
.'lU.^S CAI***AA'S r^-oco 
UtA KS WHFN ME RBT.jMNe 
TO POjViH . 






IHE PRESENT PRAETOR,PERFIOIUS, IS THE 
CREEPIEST ANP CRUELLEST WE'VE HAD YET. 
AN ENEMV BETRAYED ME TO HIM AT 
SIESTA TIME, AND HE CONDEMNED ME TO 

THE WORST OP Punishments: exile/ 

Bur THANKS TO YOU, I , ^ _,. 

shall EE BACK IN iMISSB^. 

CORSICA BEFORE THE 
PRAETOR LEAVES, 

IN TIME TO GET 

BACK ALL thk Mms\: 

lOOT HE'S / 

stolen/ I, 
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COMC TO MY 
ARMS, little man/ 
YES, I REALLY 
DO LIKE TOU 
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whCn ■>««r cor<* TH^CAN 
7*Lv us wmat m«thoc> 4 you . 
coMicUns o#fc »*«o wt^ vou* 

^^couNTur’a i.m«.' 


Aexr AKWA///Ve, 




r,>^ tMM 
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AND OUST WHY 
SHOULDN'T 
I TAKE HIM? 


HERE WE GO 

again.' 
BecAuse 
HE'S TOO small, 

THAT'S WHY/ 




In* 

& 

0tM 


WE'VE BEEN LOOKING POR YOU 
everywhere, BOYS. TOU’D BETTER 
LEAVE BEFORC THE ROMANS COMB 
BACK. DON'T FORGET, OUR 
CORSICAN FRiEND is IN 

great demand. __</’ 









AND HERE'S A GOL'RD OF MAGiC PQTION 
FOR YOU TOO, aONEYWASAWARRIOR- 
WAYAYIX. A USEFUL LITTLE GIFT AS A^ 
MEMENTO OF YOUR VISIT TO US. _--SS 
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iilitfiHi 


JUST A > 
MINUTE / I'VE 
GOT A USEFUL 
LITTLE GIFT 
FOR YOU / 


A LITTLE 
006,' I'M VERY 
FOND OF 
DOGS.' 
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Back in action 


MGR's popularity has not waned 



MGR supporters at the rally 


O N June 9, most ol the trams from 
South arrived at Madras several 
hours behind schedule due to thousands 
travelling on the roof who came to wit¬ 
ness the swearinK-in<eremony of MGR 
and watch the suosequent pl^ge taken 
before Anna’s statue. Even air- 
conditioned coaches and first class com¬ 
partments were packed. And despite the 
repeated warnings by the Railway Police 
hundreds pcrch^ on footboards and sat 
astride between the compartments. Fear¬ 
ing electrocution from traction lines pow¬ 
er was cut between a few stations. 
According to a moderate estimate over, a 
lakh of MGR admiiters poured into the 
city frem all over Tamil Nadu, parts of 
Karnataka and Kerala. They came by 
trains, buses, taxis, private cars and even 
bullock carts. Some of the enthusiasts 
walked a disianc4 of 2S km oblivious of 
the scorching sun. 

A volley of slogans eulogising MGR 
started to rend the air from the early 
hours of the morning. The crowd also 
denounced some of MGR’s ex-coUeagues 
who had deserted him on the eve of the 
election. Ex-Finance Minister K.Mano- 
haran received the worst of the verbal 
abuses. Over 100 loud-speakers installed 
outside the Kalaivanar Arangam Hall 
helped his fans follow the proceediAgs 
inside die Hall. The oath-taking cere¬ 
mony was over tw one pm: there were 
speculgtions wheOier MGR would take 
the oath in the name of God. A few days 
before the function, MGR had surprised 
everyone by worshipping at the well- 
known Mookambika temple in Karnata¬ 
ka. That was the first act of public 


worship Iw the actor-politician who had 
shunnM the name of God in all his films 
for the last three decades and whose 
AJADMK Party prided itself in its ration¬ 
alist (atheistic) tradition. But neither 
MGR nor any other Minister, took the 
oath in the name of god or the conscien¬ 
ce. They just solemnly affirmed to up¬ 
hold the constitution. 

Five hundred yards away from the 
venue of the swearing-in-ceremony, sev¬ 
eral thousands of men, women and chil¬ 
dren squatted patiently for hours around 
the Anna statue where MGR was to take 
his second, and according to him, a more 
important oath. “It is you who have 
brought us this victory”, MGR told the 
over zealous crowd driving his way to the 
special rostnun in an open van. “And we 
appeal to you to guard us in our inarch 


/A decides to be nice 

«piDIAN AmUNES has come a 
Along way,” said Mr A. K. Siva- 
nandan. Senior Public Relatimis 
officer. Indian Airlines, Delhi, while 
explaining the new facilities intro- 
dntsd faor the Airlines recently. 
Among these facilities which mark 
a general improvement in services, 
is dinner to be served in aO Airbus 
oildit flights from July. This faciUty 


towards establishment of an egalitarian 
socieo, enunciated by late Anna”, he 
added. The police had a tou^ time in 
arranging first aid for more than a hun¬ 
dred who fainted under the burning sun. 
Nearly 50 people were injured when a 
wall collapsed. But despite these prob¬ 
lems, the pledge taking and subsequent 
felicitation programme went on smooth¬ 
ly. As MGR waved at random he showed 
two fiimers: the two fingers denote the 
AlADhOC symbol: two leaves. 

Throughout the day several slum- 
dwellers stood by the roadside offering 
water to the parched throats of people 
who were coming into the city«Rasheeda 
Bhagat, the sprightly reporter of an En- 
^ish daily, saw unemployed 19-year-old 
Venugopal, distributing free Moar (but¬ 
ter milk) to anyone who desired it. “The 
unwashed riass, the teeming files, were 
ail gulped’*, she recalls. “No amount of 
screwing up of the nose would do. So 
what was offered in good spirit was 
accepted as such, to tell the tale...” The 
women came to the cin with cooked 
food, and a variety of garlands. ^ 
course, they could not go anywhere near 
their hero-politician, but once the func¬ 
tion was over, thev marched near MGR’s 
well-guarded residence and handed them 
over to his security guards. 

Most of the crowd stayed back to 
attend the felicitation function on the 
spacious Marina beach. MGR was once 
again cheered when he declared that 
Tamil Nadu would not tolerate the ten¬ 
dency of the Centre to treat Tamil Nadu 
as a Panchayat or Municipality. Opposi¬ 
tion to the Centre would not be blind but 
based on specific issues: if Hindi was 
sought to be imposed, Tamil Nadu would 
fight tooth and nail. At the same time 
MGR thanked Mrs. Gandhi for not foist¬ 
ing cases against him although she had 
all the power to do so. “Even after my 
dismissal, she did not describe me as a 
corrupt leader”, remarked MGR amidst 
thunderous applause. Photographers 
covering the events were surprised to 
note the relaxed mood of the Chief 
Minister. On previous occasions the 
photomaphers had received rough treat¬ 
ment from his Security Guards who used 
to insist that he should be photographed 
only from certain angles. 


ARTHUR PAIS. Madras 


is being introduoad as two additio¬ 
nal ovens are being installed in the 
galleys of Airbus aircraft. "The 
advanUge is that the Airbus has 
load capability and therefore it has 
been possible to introduce this faci¬ 
lity,” added Mr Sivmiandaq. And, 
of course, there will be ‘welconie 
drinks’ — fruit Juices—served to all 
passengers on entry into the airoraft I 

These fadlides are not going to 
be limited to paaaengers travelling 
by the Airbus only, maintain the 


Better flight in sight 




AirUnea oWdah. Sinner fecilities 
win nlao te staiied on Boeinc 7V 
' fluhta **u Mon as caBey capabilities 
sure imvroTed” and the old Boeinc 
?37 airaaft modified to conform 
to the new Boeinc 7S7 CaUe3(s. The 
encineerinc d^ortment of Indian 
Airanes has already started wmrk on 
the old Boeinc 737 calleys and ex¬ 
pect to complete it in the next six 
months. The. quality of the food 
served is also expected to improve. 
Now, the total bill on caterinc 
amounts to Rs 5.5 oiores. 

The Airlines has other plans too. 
For one thine, tihe chairman has said 
Uiat tiM Airlines expects in its next 
winter sdiedule to provide “com¬ 
muter facilities” between a larcer 
nuihber of dties, enablinc oasseng- 
ers to return home the same day 
after completinc a day’s business at 
the other end. This would have a 
two fold effect: it will enable offi- 
, dais to stay away from their dedcs 
^ for the shortest possible time amd 
would also save on hotel expenses. 
The “commuter fadlity” would start 
by the end of this year when the 
capadty of the Airlines would in¬ 
crease by 30 per cent with the add - 
tion of two Airbus and four Boeinc 
aircraft. Acain, Indian Airlinea has 
appUed to the Government for sett¬ 
ing up high frequency wireless com- 
mnnioution between major stations. 
This is essential because dten tele¬ 
phone communicaition pets bocced 
down OF out of order due to rains 
nr other reasons. It has also estab¬ 
lished cround-to-air and air-to- 
Cround communication at eight 
(L stations on its network—Delhi, 

7 bay. Calcutta, Madras, Rydeitabad, 
Banaca, Orem, Trivandrum iind Sri¬ 


nagar. 

But in spite of all this Indian 
Airhnes troubles continue. “Every¬ 
thing is in the doldrums today atter 
the fuel price hike,” said Mr Siva- 
nandan. The recent price hike of 
aviation turbine fuel (ATF) bv Rs 
1,100 per kilolitre has pudied up 
tte price to Rs 3,645 per kilolitre. 
This rise by 50 per cent in fuel costs 
wQl rash up the annual fuel bill of 
the Airlines by another 45 crores 
from the present fuel bill of Rs 90 
crores at the present level of ope- 
Airbus consumes nearly 
7.7 laloUtrea of fuel per hour, while 

a Boeing 7S7 consumes 3.8 kilo- 
btres (3fi00 litres) per hour. “Obvi 
onw, we duanot run the Airlines 
n ne fares are not increased. As a 
mattor.af fact we* have approachea 
^ Gavernment and Indian Airlines 
farw are expected to go up by 2S 
to 30 per cent. This rise is expected 
to be on a formula evolved- by In- 
taratlonal Airtrawort Association 
OAT A) vrliich Unka the fare rise 
lyift the hiorease in the ATF cost,” 
••hi Mr Shranandan.* 


^lotber problem of the Airlines 
iwtes to iu capacity. At present, 
fnung a confirmation on a busy 
roi^ is becotnlng increariiuly. diffi 
cult at short notice. Bead^ oi 
nurse, there am diflknities relating 
to punctnality and flight disrnption& 
Ap these i^te to the fact that 


there are mndi fewer aircraft than 
necessary to meet the demand of 
pegsengers travelb'ng hy air.. Ftor 
example, delays are largely caused 
by the fact that each aircraft in 
operation makes several flights in 
sequence everyday. A Jet for in¬ 
stance, may operate on as many as 
six flights a day, involving as many 
as ten landinga A delay at 
any point would automatically mean 
that all the subsequent flights by 
the aircraft would also be delayed. 
The Airlines authorities intend tt> 
solve this problem by positiraing 
staniUiy aircraft at strategic points. 
This would obviously mean additions 
to the fleet of aircraft 
Indian Airlines, however, refuses 
to take the blame for disruption of 
services and delays- in flight Recent¬ 
ly, while addressing a group of 
people in Bondiay, the chairman of 
the Airlines, Mr Mehta, said that 
domestic aviation depends on a 


variety of facilities on the ground, 
anch aa navifftional facilities, land¬ 
ing aids, tirport* and terminal build¬ 
ing facilities and even good roads 
from airports to the cities. “Would 
yon he surprised if I tell you that 
most of tile eastern region is bladc- 
ed rat after 4 pjn. for want of night* 
landing facillttes? Would you also 
be surprised at the fact that the 
runways at our numerous airports 
are marginal in length and strength, 
so that we have to take considerable 
beating on the payload ? Auraaggbad 
permits no more than 75 passengers 
on a 126'Seater Boeing, and Jaipur 
can barely make it with 90.” he said. 

In the final analysis therefore, in 
spite of the improvements which 
Indian Airlines has brought about 
in its flights, what remains to be 
seen is how it overcomes these pro¬ 
blems. 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE. Delhi 


Blind surgery 

Mistaken identity causes loss of eye 



H- Vishwambharam 


T he rarfectly normal eye of R. Vis- 
wamoharam, a 35-year-old casual 
labourer, was recently operatCMi on at the 
Government Ophthalmic Hospital, Tri¬ 
vandrum. Unlike Nasreen Banu, of 
Hyderabad, it was not just the wrong eye, 
but the wrong person altogether. R. 
Viswambharam, who hails from a village 
south of Trivandrum was at the hospital 
visiting his wife Krishnamma, who had 
just undergone an eye operation. What 
followed next is best described in the 
words of the unfortunate victim: “When 
somebody shouted out whether any of 
Krishnamma’s relatives were there, after 
her operation was over, 1 walked in. I 
thought that the doctor wanted to talk to 
me about my wife’s condition. But, as I 
went in. the doctor immediately asked 
me to lie down on the operation table. 
Before I could ask her why she had asked 
me to lie down, the doctor asked me 


whether I wanted her or some other 
doctor to operate on me. Even before I 
could say that 1 was not a patient or one 
earmarked for operation, the doctor had 
begun her woik. The healthy eye was 
operated and I am now without a case 
sheet or other papers”. 

As it is difficult to operate on a person 
without the patient's cooperation ne was 
naturally asked why he did not protest. 
While he told the Press correspondents 
that he thought the doctor might have 
been removing some part of his eye to be 
grafted on to nis wife’s eye, he told the 
enquiry officer that he had indeed pro¬ 
tested and had told the doctor that he 
was not the patient. 

Dr Sumangala, the doctor who con¬ 
ducted the operation had a different 
story to tell. Among the ten operations 
scheduled for the day, one Visnwenatha 
Pillai was to be operated on for “pter- 
gium” (g his left eye. As usual the 
attendant shouted out the name of Vtsh- 
wanatha Pillai. A man walked into the 
theatre who the doctor believed to have 
been Vishwanatha Pillai. He was asked 
to lie down, and his eye was examined. 
The operation was made after local 
anaesthesia. “The patient did not protest 
in any way, or resent being operated on”, 
said the doctor. 

Meanwhile, the incident' assumed a 
new dimension. By a strange quirk of 
fate, it turned rat that Viswambharam 
could have had ptergium in the operated 
eye, as the unoperated eye had symp¬ 
toms of developing ptergium. His ban¬ 
dage has noW been removed, and he is 
cured of the disease that afflicted his left 
eye. Nevertheless it does not seem that 
this development would save the doctor. 

And all the while at the drama was 
going on in the operation theatre of the- 
Opthalnic Hospital, the real patient Vis- 
waniatha Pillai, who was to have under¬ 
gone the operation, lay in the ward, 

G.S. KART HA. Trivandrum 





's last film 


For Balu this isn't the fast act 



Sc.ene from Moodupani: Shoha 
and Pratap Fothen _ 

ti'MOODUPANI (Mist) is a fyiu 
i 1 specially made for Animu 
(Shoba). For quite some months 
(betore her death) both of us had a 
Mciiuine tear that she was beinjt 
typecast as a simple-minded, all- 
sacrilicinK plain Jane. And Shoba 
was loniiiDK to do a role that would 
present her in mod clothes, that 
would present her in a different 
liMbt”, says director-cinematographer 
Balu Mahendra. The film is slated 
for release in July all ovef Tamil 
Nadu. And at the moment Balu i.s 
through a very difficult time, 
"ihough the dubbing work of the 
film is completed, editing isn’t dona, 
and I find it a very painful experi¬ 
ence to go through the process" 
Yet he would not band over the 
editing to anybody. “The film was 
made with great care and deliber.i- 
tion : it is a sincere effort to proicci 
a new Shoba who incidentally want, 
ed to be known as Shoba Mahendra 
after the film’.s release". 

Moodupani is based on a Tamil 
Bajendra Kumar and deals 
With the intpraition between a youn^ 
girl (Shoba). her love (Rhanuchander) 
and a psychopath (Pratap Pothen) 
Shooting bi'gan in January 1980, just 
around the time Balu revealed hi.s 
marriage' to Shoba and was complc- 
before she ended her 
Unlike .so many films of Amniu 
Which ha.s sad endings. Moodupani 
has a plea.sant climax : you ma.v 
even caw it the usual happy ending. 
ui fact, the film opens with a plea¬ 
sant, jolly song", S 4 .VS Balu. His 

e ast two films were written bv him. 

ut for his third venture be dedd^ 
to use a published book. “Unlike in 
nte cases of Kokila and Athiatha 
Kola^at (both previous films), with 
Moodupani, 1 often felt like an out. 
sider. I did not know much about 
subiect to begin with. But I was 
confident that the film will work out 
•veil : I knew Moodupani had to be 
made fully depending ' -".wvi 
UDon my fiJmeraft...” 


For the last three years Shoba 
invariably consulted Balu Mdien she 
was offered a role. Similarly Balu 
also di.scus5cd his own assignments 
with her. “So Moodupani is a joint 
venture, the kind of joint venturet 
we would have continued making, 
had destiny not snatched my Ammu 
from me". Pratap Pothen who had 
a short role in Balu’s silver jubilee 
hit AzhuUha Koian^al (in which to 
was Sboba’s lover) has a bigger role 
in Moodupani. He represents a 
character who has had a difficult 
childhood, whose mother was a proa> 
titute and whose attitude towards 
women and society in general is 
highly prejudiced. Balu has also 
used a iot of “outside talents" like 
Calcutta's Vishwanath who plays the 
part of a police inspector. 

Four of Shoba’s films are awaiting 
release, and Moodupani seems to he 
the cynosure of all eves. Some dl»- 
tributors initially had doubts about 
the film. They thought that Shoba's 
work in the film was incomplete and 
that every effort is now being made 
to organise a suitable and impressive 
release for the film which will be 


de<Bcgt«d to the late aefreat. AiM« 
unlike In the Shoba will te 
known as Shoba Mahendra in the 
credit titles. 

(Incidentally, even the suicide note 
she left behind was signed as Shoba 
Mahendra). 

“In all the recent contracts she 
signed, she used her ‘new’ name”, 
says Balu. “She used to be so glad 
to be associated with my name”. After 
the release of the film. Balu wil start 
work on the Malayalam verakm of 
his Kannada hit Kokila. “Originally 
the film was to star Ammu and 
Pratap but now I’ll have to work for 
a new heroine...It won't be easy 
directing the film; for. some of the 
most pleasant moments I experienced 
with Shoba while working for Kofctia 
will come back to haunt me”. Balu 
adds. Despite the efforts of some film 
people (who behave like guardians of 
public morality) to sabotage Balu's 
career, he i.s determined to go back 
to films. A number of offers have bee.n 
made, and all the efforts of Shoba’s 
embittered mother Premn and some 
of her filmland friends to malign 
Ball! seems to have had little impact. 
“Tf I ,ict mvself sink and remain idle, 
Ammu’s soul will be hurt. She 
wouldn’t like me to be a defeatist". 

ARTHUR PAIS. Madras 


Helicopter Pawar 


It works ., , tor some 



The lucky helicopter 


0 “. 


Muy 28 198U, with the first 
round of pulling already over, 
most of the political leaders were 
somcwlkit jumpy. Mi Sharad Pawar. 
in a Pres.s conleiviKc in Pune was 
trying, rather de.speralcly. to con¬ 
vince the newsmen llial tin- Con¬ 
gress (U) was going to iitake it in 
Maharashtra. Mr Pawiar climaxed 
his argument by bringing out the 
one ace up his sleeve. He was using 
the same helicopter that had been 
used by Mr Jagjivan Ram and Mr 
Chandra Shekhar in 1977, and Mrs 
Gandhi in the 1980 Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions: ‘And look what it has done 
for them'. 

Apparently the Congress (U) boss 
was quite thrilled when he discovered 
the antecedents of the IS-year-oidBell 
47 G2 three-seater. It was piloted by 


Wing CXimmauder K. Martin who 
when in the Indian Air Force, had 
been the VIP pilot and had not only 
flown Mrs Gandhi when she was the 
Prime Minister, but had also been 
recruited by her in the 1980 Lok 
Sabha poll 

Mr Pawar won at Daramati. But 
the Congress (U) as a whole cannot 
claim that the helicopter brought 
them much luck. 

“The Congress (U) was lucky 
they got a beiicuptcr, because all the 
others were out for agricultural 
spraying,” says Phiroae Cama, of 
Cama Aviation Services, which owns 
the copter. "Actually wc bad pro¬ 
mised it again to the Congress (1) 
and had reserved it for 14 days, tot 
when they didn’t come and Pawar's 
people were asking for it we thougl 
it better to give it to the Sharad 
Pawar group. They took it from the 
10th to the end lif May." 

Mr Pawar was wrong about one 
thing. This was nut the copter that 
wa,s used by Mrs Gandhi in 1980. 
was only the same pilot. 

One would suppose, however, that 
with the regularity of elections Mr 
Cama would continue to find regular 
clientele for bis Bell from the politi¬ 
cal Parties. And one would also 
suppose, more Partfes mean more 
pikential customers. And these are 
people who could certainly do with 
a little bit of luck by way of a lucky 
helicopter: 

ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA. 
Bombay 
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Generation gap 

Who is to blame for the West Bengal crisis ? 



<‘I OAD shedding is a way of lile ecent Lok Sabha elections, yielded 
for us”, said a disgruntled C.d- inierestinK resuHs. Of the rcspuodcots 
cuttan who had just retm iied home Per cent felt that ttic Lett Front 

from olhoc uiid found that he h.id to w^ making an effort to resolve the 

climb ten storeys to his apartment crisis; an opinion voiced by 80 per 

because there was no powei. In tact. t»^tit ot the Lelt Front supporters and 
over the last lew nionths the situa- non-Front sup- 

lioii w«isein'd to such an extent that P“‘>l-is. While more than half (59 
peoph' all ovei the State, both sup- (vnl) ol the total respondents fellt 

poneis ot the Ult Front (iovern- 1"*" was not domg much 

meiit and non suppoiters, were '*[‘*P ^Plve the problem, 07 per cent 

thoroughly led up. The IJeiigaili daily "*• Front supporters and 54 

AuunditOiuiir I'ainliu commi-ssioiied ‘ent ot the non-Lelt Front sup- 

Ihe Indian Maiket Research Rureau dorters held a simiiar view. 

(IMItIt) to coiKluct an opinion pull in 1^ ll't- West Bengal ChUI Minister 
May 1981) .mumg re.sideiits ot Oil- lespoiisible toi the, deplorable power 

cuHa on loadshedding. The poll re- •'’duation? No, said 52 per cent ol the 

vealed that the nio-st acute problem *"*^1 respondents. 69 per cent of the 

latvd by the people of the city was lioni suppurter.s and 31 percent 

none other than loadshedding and non-I.elt Front .supporters. In- 

referred to the .suspension ot the terestingly enough, 30 per ix'iU of the 

supply of electricity, at times tor well *■*'** I 'P'd supporters .said ‘Yes' to 

over a couple of hours. Of the total same (piestion. 

r^pondents 63 pr>.r cent ranked it 11 was widely hedd (by 74 per amt) 
atove probh'in-s like water shortage that Mr Uasu was making some effort 

which the city Ls presently facing. to re.solve the crisis, but while 20 i^r 

rising piitie.s and .so on. The res- cent were tpnvinoed that the Chief 

pondent.s believe that the problem is Munster should acknowledge his res- 

c:|u.s(Kl by negligence and the in- ponsibilitv and resign about half of 
emcicncv ol the P4>rsunncl of the tliP total respondents were doubtful 
electricity board. It was aiLso held that the appointment of a new Mi- 
tnal viriuallv no effort was being nisler would .solve the crisis, 

in.ide towaids the* proper maintenance I’lie survey wa.s cxmducted among 

ot the existing plants and eiiuipment. •'>80 male and female aduilts aged 21 

Jliil, iiiany Ici-I, the responsibility lay vear.s and above and confined to the 

With the- (•overiimeiit. Of the total Calcutta municipal area. A two stage 

respondents 39 per rent felt it was sampling method was used. In the 

tne prc'sent l,eM Front Government •*' ''* -‘'••igt’. 40 addresses were random- 

led l)v Cliiet Minister Mr Jyoti Basu, Iv selec'ted from the electoral r^ls. 
Who .should take the blame, 21) ix't 'll’'- of all the aduQt inembeis 

cent lelt that the present nnsis was helonging to the addresses wcto listed 
tne doing ol the erstwhile Congress asiending order of age. The list 

Oovc-rniiterif while (JO p,.|- cent felt formed, provided the sampling 

Ki ‘I.'''**'’’ ll"’ C.entre who should be frame lor the’ second stage t^ich 
Plained. involved the selection of respondents. 

Segiegating the respondents into Fvery fourth member on the list was 

two groups: ‘Left Front supporters' selected for the interview, 

and ■Non-Lelt Front supporters’, acc- Befow are a few tables which 

ording to their voung pattem in the emerged from the survey: 


in your optnioo^ what-fat ihe haital 
Herhnw problem that Calcutta faaaaf 


Any others? 


Loud-.shfdding 
Transport 
ICbcalating prices 
Unemployment 
Water supply 
Foodstuffs 
House rents 
Dirt/Carbage 
Overcrowding 


All 

reapoa- 

denta 

63 

42 

34 

75 

21 

lA 

14 

13 

0 


How many hours of load-shedding In 
a dtty do you have in your area? 

All 

respon¬ 

dents 

Up to 3 hours 7 

4~' b hours » 26 

7-11) hours 22 

Over 10 hour.s 35 

Average (hours) 9 0 

What do you think aru the 
for iuad-ahedding and the 
power crisis’’ Any otlicrs? 


rt<a>uii4 

ciirreiil 

All 

respon¬ 

dents 


Oovernmcntal mismanage 

ment 17 

Corruption 1 

Labour unu-st 5 

Faulty/old tiiuipment 26 

I’elities/politieal rivalry 17 

Inadequate investment 2 

Unskilled woikeis '2 

(5(vvei rniienl'.*, lack, ot fore¬ 
sight 2 

Engineers do not work 13 

Olheeis d<> not work 0 

Wotkirs do nol work 24 

Demand of powei exceeds 

supply ■- 40 

Luek of I oal/fiiel 5 

Luck of foieign spare pai Is 1 

Non co-operation among 

the workers 5 

I’oor niuiiite-nanee ol ina- 

ehineiy 9 

!.>■ regular disli ibution of 

electricity -1 

Industrie.s con.snin(; heavily 1 

Power ii, sent to villages 2 

f^ik of water 2 

VV'a.st;ige of eleetiieity J 

In your opinion, who is more res¬ 
ponsible tor the pri'Hent state ol 
load-shedding — the prtstent State 
Kovernmeiit or tlu« pri.*vlouft (1977) 
^tate government? 

All 

respoii- 

denta 

Left Front government 38 

Congress government 26 

Both equally responsible *29 

Can’t .-lay 7 

Iht .veil think that thi- t^esitral govern 
ineiil is responsible In any way for 
the pruhieni? 

All 

raapon- 

* deufai 

Centre is responsible 80 

Centre is not responsible 14 

Can’t say 6 
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INTERNATIONAL REPORT 


The boom that 
spells doom 

Of 11 babies born in the 
world everyday, ten are 
in undeveloped countries 


V 


\ 


S you read this at the end ol 
the day, do you realise that .1 
third of a million balnc-. 
wete horn today in the mil- 
l lions of villuiies, towns and 
cities of the world? And do you know that 
ten put of every 11 of the births took 
place somewhere in the undeveloped 
world ? This in face of the decreasiiiK 
rate of world population piowth. Savs 
Rafael M. Sales, ilie execotive director of 
the United Nations Fund lor Population 
Activities while lalkinp .ibout the stale of 
world population piowtii in the State of 
VVorld Population Repott of 1980 : “In 
the decade ol the l9K()s the decline in 
world activity will coiiiiiiiie noticeably. 
The United Nations has estimated that 
the annual aveiatte laie of growth of 
world population would decline from 
about two per cent in the mid-1960s to 
about 1.8 per cent in the early 1980s...'' 

The question is why in spite of econo¬ 
mic prosperity in the less developed 
countries the rate of giowth of popula¬ 
tion has not declined as it has in the 
affluent nations. This is primarily be¬ 
cause tradition bound people of the less 
developed countries have not succeeded 
in altering the pattern of births in keep¬ 
ing with the decreasing mortality rates. 
In the affluent nations, the decrease in 
infant mortality rates was closely fol¬ 
lowed by a decrease in the .birth rate. 
This phenomenon has not been observed 
in the less developed countries. Accord¬ 
ing to S. L. Rao the noted Indian demog¬ 
rapher, "Demographers are more and 
more convinced that (the) improvement 
in health conditions and the consequent 

f ump in the population is a prerequisite 
or an eventual decline in fertility rates”. 
But by all “practical considerations it is 
easier to reduce the number of deaths 
than the number of births, at any rate in 
the short run". The “immediate effect is 
the growth in numbers experienced in 
many parts of the developing world”. 

The growth in population has had 
effects. There has been a steady march, 
towards the cities. In fact the report says I 
that the urban population of the world; 
has doubled since 1950. If the trend 
continues, as so many of us in India are' 
aware of, by the end of the next two 
decades half of the Southern world will 
be urbanised. Cities will naturally be 
bom with rapidity. By the year '2000 
there will be W giant cities with over five 
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U one thUd is born too soon after another, then the health of both mother and 
child is undermined 











nOHdii iiiinkMtaiKt aad 45 of these met- { 
xopeUses will be in the developing worM. I 
TlMse seem to be hopeful prerequisites 3 
of eavancenent for the developing « 
ivorld. But there is a catch. It has to be J 
remembered that there is a direct re¬ 
lationship of the rate of grovrth of popu¬ 
lation with the economy of the world. 

One disturbing factor is that the re¬ 
sources of the wmrld are not distributed 
in a ratio almost equal to the population 
distribution. By the end of the century, 

59 per cent of the woTjIdts total popula¬ 
tion will be in Asia, 11 per cent in Africa, 

13 per cent in Latin America and only 17 
per cent in the other industrialised coun- 
tries. But the rich are learning to live in a 
richer mould.“The United Kingdom 
alone spends a billion pounds a year on 
advertisine to increase consumption. 
USA spends ten times that figure. With¬ 
out any increase the rich world already 
consumes 85 per cent of world energy, 70 
per cent of the world’s foodgrains. And 
such inequalities are worsening”, says 
Anuradha Vittachi reporting on the con¬ 
sumption explosion. It is no wonder then 
that Mr Safas warns that “population 
grotvrh is a problem only when resources 
cannot meet the needs of ihe pe^le”. 
And it is not for nothing that the Third 
world Countries are asking for a redistri- 
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Ptople an migntittg to the ddoa at a fan pan 


The Cradle and the Grave 

*1b* lotMW tht dMih rMt, th« gratter tfit likaithood of tfit poputation growtft raw Mltng' 
1110 *01111 of Woft tapulatloo Ubimni'IUNF^A) 


Half the World in Cities 

Wa ara now laaing tha truimt mm migration in human history^ 
-tha trak to tha Cftiaa 
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hm— MtteadiaK • talk oo lamify pl a nnit ig in Sri Lanka 




bud^w ol oppcirmiitiM fw ftttM 
ode pt6tem rnatn xhnn a mere trM^ 
of pruent wealth fnmt rich to poOi 
amntries. 

A closely linked phenomenon is whai 
can be termed the Aspiration Bomb. Ql 
the 125 million babies bom every yeai 
each one of them “is a bundle of aspir» 
tions”. Boro and nurtured on these aspir< 
ations the desire to fulfill them will 
become “the most dynamic and unpre¬ 
dictable force in world affairs in the 
emning years”. Sim Anuradha Vittachi 
that this force ”will take its toll not only 
on the environment but on the chances of 
improving the (quality of life for the 
world’s poor majority". 

The key to the solution lies in the 
population programmes. For every five 
Dim in the world there are now two 
aIxMions. This is evidence that there is 
need for avoiding unwanted pregnancy. 
Planning a family is essential for an 
improved quality of life. This is one 
reason why the UN Fund for Population 
Activities nas asked for one billion dol- 
lu's for international population assist¬ 
ance by 1984. "Whatever is done now 
about population and development will 
determine the living conditions and 
opportunities for unborn generations of 
the next century,” says Mr Salas. 


The Aspiration Bomb 

Whlto Sw KMillad pofwinnn botm mw >>•«• bMn drfuM Sw npirMion bomb Iw not- 
-ISaD'SuttSfSMsniiulnHirfRipan lUNFSAI 


Two Abortions for every Five Births 


Tht abilitv to c^ooM tUMT many chUdran to hava 
and whan to havt ditm ti vital to tamfly haaith 


WANTED: A BETTER WAY 











































Bruce Lee—the man who 
mesmerised many an audi> 
ence with bis inhuman 
physical performanivs in 
the popular Dragon .se< 
ries-^ied a few vears 
ago. But the cult of Kuna- 
Fu still flives and produ¬ 
cer Italo Zinitarelli has 
tried to make the best of 
it. He has discovered a 
successor to the Draffon, 
Bruce l.ee; the Tiner 
Bruce Li. 

Bruce Li iiiakc.s bi.s entry 
into the ceUuloid world 
with lint The Dragon lin- 
ter The Tiger. ITie iilm Ls 
set in Sinxupore and llonK 
Kodk where the Tixer runs 
wild alter hearinK the 
news of tin* death of his 
master. Bruce Lee. He 
swears revenue and alter 
tracking down the murde- 


LIVING 


Li for Lee 



Bruce Li 


rcr—a “baron” pf the 
Honx Konx underground— 
Bruce Li destroys the 
forces of evil and thus 
pays the ultimate boma- 
Xe to his master. 

Rxk The Dragon Enter 
Thf Tiger seems to have 
all ; the trappinxs of the 
usual martial goulash. 
Added attraction! are the 
co-atars. Terence Hill and 
Bud Spencer, The film 
is beinx released in India 
by the National'Film De¬ 
velopment Corporation 
(formerly Film Finance 
Corporation). Its fate at 
the box-office depends, bv 
and larxe. on the martial 
expertise of the Tixer 
and, of course, the audi¬ 
ence’s acceptance of Bru¬ 
ce Li as the successor to 
the xreat Bruce Lee. 


On June 3 this year, K. 
Gajendra. u timid photo¬ 
grapher of the hulian F.x- 
■press, was urnvsted in 
Madras for "iasultinx and 
punching” a .senior police 
officer near the Hotel l*re- 
sident where, on AlADMK 
convention was under wav. 
Gajendra spol.o to Arthur 
Pals about the inddent. It 
seems that on that fateful 
day the photographer had 
accidentally bumped into a 
police officer who lost his 
temper. "Watch out.” the 


Copping it 


Music in the woods 


policeman said. “Look 
where you are going.” 
A little later, while 
talking to his friend.s. he 
was confronted by another 
officer. “Wallk quietly and 
don’t talk,” said this one. 
Gajendra told hiin that he 
wasn’t talking about the 
police. This, apparentflv, 
made the officer furious. 
“I^n’t talk rubbish,” he 
cried and imniediatciv a-s- 
ked hLs suburdiiiiites to 
take the photographer in¬ 
to custody. 


Minor men, 
major edntenders 




Anti Datpnl .^onatporia 


? Auil Oaipal Suiiawana. « 
i strapping young mau 
Z from Karachi, is one of 
I the contender.s tor the 
Pakistan cricket team. 
Ail agik' wicketkeeper. 
Anil was spotted and 
then groomed by none 
iither than the ex-Pakis¬ 
tani batting geoiu.s. Hanil 
Mohammed. Apart from 
Anil’s, the other name 
which figures in the list 
of 35 probables for the 
Pakistan-West Indies Test 
aeries later this year is 
that of pace bowler 
Mohioder Kumar. Both 
Anil and Mohinder plav 
fur the Pak Hindus — a 
club which was formed 
by Anil's father. Dr Dal- 
pat Sonawaria. and which 
now figures in the 
K.t -arhi Cricket League. 


As the shadows lengthen 
over the Moghul Gardens 
in Pinjore. the unaware 
visitor Ls caught in his v. 
steps by the exquisite .S 
melody from the flute of > 
■ man who i.s almost . 1 .^ 
antique as the three hun- 
dred-year-oM Garden. 
With unkempt hair and 
In ragged clothes. Khan 
sits in front of a low of 
fountains, close to the 
Bangmahal, engrossed in 
his own music. Sometimes 
he puts down the flute 
and resumes with his voi¬ 
ce which is no less melo¬ 
dious. 

No one knows loo much 
about Khan. It is rumour¬ 
ed that he is Krishna 
Kumar Sharma. a losuii 
family man. Deserted bv 
wife and daughter. h« 
turned into a faktr and 
took to music. He is a 
poor man now, but pover¬ 
ty has not broken his 
siririts. When asked by a 
Minister to entertain a 
few guests, Khan is impor¬ 
ted to have said; “My 
votch and mood cannot 
be controlled by the 
Minister. He will have to 
wait for ntv usual appear¬ 
ances”. His mood, appar¬ 
ently. is controlled bv the 
haunting darkness after 
the sun has .si‘t over tbei 
Moghul Gardens. II isi 
then that the strains of 
his flute rise to break the 
evening calm. They are 
strains of melancholy 
deeper than the night and 


strains which have moved 
many a young and cheer¬ 
ful heft*-* 
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Animal hutbandry 
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Nafisa and husband “Pickles” 


Ms Caldilation 


Shakuntala Dev<, the lam¬ 
ed mathematical Keaius, 
finally slipped up in her 
calculations when she tri¬ 
ed to get the better of 
her tenant—playback sin¬ 
ger Sharad Kumar. 

It appears that in Febru¬ 
ary, 1979, Shakuntala 
Oevi landed up at her 
tenant’s flat.on Mount 
Pleasant Road in Bombay 
and, in his absence, took 
pomsdon of, the fiat 
in courts however, she 
propounded a different 
thenyy; in ilec- 

ember, 1978, Sharad Ku¬ 
mar met her in Calpitta 
and asked her to help him 
out of a crisis: .«he agieod 
to rfve him Rs 50.000. 
ai'n loan and in return for 
Shakuntala 
Devi pi^uced a piece of 
mper before the judge. 
That, according to her, 
was documentary dviden- 
oe of the fact that Sharad 
Kumar had accepted the 
loan and also agreed to 
abide by the other condi¬ 
tion. 

The judge, S. R. Shah, 
pointed out that the d.>« 
enment. except lor the 
signature at the bottom. 
«a^ written in Shakunta- 



Ja Devi’s hand. 

While concluding tne 
case, the judge remarked: 
"1 am of the view that 
the defendant, who calls 
herself a lady having in¬ 
ternational fame and who 
is gifted by God with in¬ 
telligence. has misused 
her intelligence in mak¬ 
ing use of the signature 
of the plaintiff on som" 
paper with the malafidc 
intention of serving her 
own purpose. I am const¬ 
rained to observe that the 
chit is a fraud perpetrat¬ 
ed by the defeudant on 
the plaintiff”. 




>^.'v 


Remember Nafisa All? The 
swimming champ turned 
beauty queen turned pho¬ 
tographer turned actiTJB? 
ITjc former Miss India 
who marrieil Major "Pick¬ 
les'’ Sodhi Ls now taking 
to equestrianism. Nut .sur¬ 
prising at all, when vou 
consider that I'verybodv 
In the Sodhi family JS 
quite at home in the sadd¬ 
le. Certainly the family 
have maintained <i tradi¬ 
tion of excellence on 
horseback. U. CoJ Billy 
Sodhi is a polo intcmalio- 
0.11 and a ebamptoo eques¬ 
trian while his wife Ro- 
shan is a national show 
itimping champion. The 
entire Sodhi family ran lie 
sec-n every morning on the 
cour.se of Jaipur’s 61 Ca¬ 
valry, where they .sweat it 
out.trotting, galloping and 
jumping. And Nafisa. notes 
Prakash Bhandari, looks 
every bit the part of the 
ehaiiipion horsewoman in 
her brcH-rhcs. When asked 
if .she would arrept an 
offer to play the role of a 
lady Robin Hood, Nafisa 
replied that she would 
not accept any mon* roles. 
Not even if she were ask¬ 
ed to portray the Rani of 
Jbansi! 


Fighting shy 


A few years ago housL-- 
owners in the affluent 
sections of Bangalore dtv 
used to look around for 
Iranian students to rent 
their bouses to. Hostels 
vied with oue another to 
encourage those Iranians 
who did not want to stay 
on college campuses. 
Attractive girls flirted 
with the Iranians in the 
best of bars and restaur¬ 
ants. Brigade Road ech¬ 


oed to the sound of 
motorcycle engines as the 
Iraniaas and their girlfri¬ 
ends raced up and down. 
But the recent rioting at 
BMS Engmecrmg Colle- 
egc-. Bangalore, put a 
damper on the whole 
affair when property 
worth Rs 90.000 was dam¬ 
aged and several students 
were injured. And now 
Bangalore is having 
second thought.s. 


DUBIOUS 

DISTINCTIONS 


Burning problem of the fortnight; cigarettes. 

Hikers of the fortnight; petrol prices and motorists. 

Suggestion of the fortnight: Mohammad All’s suspected 
brain damage qualifies him to run for the US presidency. 


Flight of the fortnight: Indian Airlines fares, which seem to 
be soaring higher than the planes. 
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Fly the world 
with us.We know 
three good ways. 




Because we 
fly the world every^ 
day, we have a 
good idea of what 
the world wants 
from an airline. 

Which is why we 
can show you 
three good ways 
to fly: 

There’s First Glass windows—so you 
withPan Am’s famous can read, relax or 
Sleeperette® seat that sleep, 
stretches out the length Or, Clipper® 
of four and a half Class. The special 


section created for 
business travellers 
with an empty 
seat beside you 
whenever possible. 

Or Full Service 
Economy Class 
which offers 
international service 
no matter what • 
price you pay. 

After all, what 
good is flying all over 
the world if you 
can’t enjoy it? 


C 

< 



Welly the worid 
thewoy the woild wants tofly 
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ll/flEllE is M^oodt T1>e qusiUui 
If M on everyone’s U|m, but no one 
seems to have say answers. One 
scbuoi ot tbouibt is of the opinion 
tost ne bed tbe country with bis wife, 
an American dtisen, and that they 
are both currently in the United 
States. A rumour, notiiinK more, 
but then again, no one has any 
detiaite information about the star. 
He Has not been seen for some time 
and judging by the grapevine, be 
owes large amounts to various people. 

Acconiiag to a source in the en< 
forcemeat directorate, Mehmood is 
very much at large. He has not left 
the country, although he did leave 
tbe sbores of India recently to parti- 


Mehmood has the 
fast laugh 

By A CORRESPONDENT 


tipaic in a stage show abroad. Once 
be returned, he is said to have gone 
into hihemation in Bangalore, where 
be owds e atud farm. Acooiding to 
y« another source in AyyaKkar 
Bhavan, the star owes large amounts 
to the government by way of taxes. 
The Income Tax Department, there¬ 
fore, has directed bhn not to transfer 
bis assets, a normal course of action 
when taxes are due. 

This apparently upset Mehmood's 
applecart as it prevented bim from 
selling off bis property. Not that 
there are reports that be was about 
to sell it anyway, but he could have 
been about to do so in order to pay 
on his tax arrears. 

A few years ago. Sheikh Mukbtar. 
fared with a similar predicament, 
chose to sell off his property and flee 
to Pakistan, via Dubai, with the print 
of his picture Noorjehan. The film, it 
is said, was well concealed in his 
vintage car. Once in Pakistan, he 
had problems getting the film re¬ 
leased because distributors objected 
on the grounds that it was an Indiau 
picture. Somehow, Sheikh managed 



to convince the authorities to releaae 
the film, which led to an uproar in the 
Pakistani film industry. However, 
before bia dream of seeing the film 
released In Pakiitan became a reality, 
he died last month. 

It la quite possible that Mehmood 
had similar mans, especially In view 
of the fact that his lest few pittares 
had not been faring very well. In 
fact, bis last movie, Rk Baap Ch» 
Br (0 was a financial disaster. Apart 
from the fact that Mehmood had 
borrowed heavily and has not been 
able to repay his debts, there was 
another problem. His arting assign¬ 
ments snowed a downward trend, 
mostly due to tbe star’s misconduct. 
Producer Kishorc Desai. whose ven¬ 
ture Dariinp, Darltng was studi be¬ 
cause Mehmood was playing a game 
of hide and seek with hind, kaa to 
resort to other means to complete his 
picture. He sought the intervention 
of the Joint Disputes Settlement 
Committee of the All India Film 
Producers Council in order to get 
Mehmood to agree to dates for shoot¬ 
ing. According to Kisbore, Mehmood 
wanted to hike hli price even though 
his stock was low enough at It waa. 
The reason, he said, wu that hto 
market price had risen. Another pro 
ducer, for whom Mehmood was wmk 
Ing. had to pay the star a large sum 
albeit a loan. AppaipntLy the actoc 
had started wailing and beating his 
breast, claiming that he had no monay 
to buy fodder for hii horaea which, 
he said, were starving. “If you don’t 
help me, they will die’’ the atar had 
said. The producer had rtvan him 
the money but had a hard time gatt* 
lag it bach. Judging by ac^uiita. 

Dev Anand had signed htan for 
Das Pardei but by tbe completion of 
tbe first schedule, the comMlaa had 
drawn ail his dues on one excuse or 
another. Apparently. Dev had a 
difficult time rompieting the picture 
becauM of Mehmooira irresponaible 
behaviour, despite the^ fact that he 
has been warned about it. But Dev 
was confident, and said: “I can 
handle him”, and then proceeded to 
test bia own theoty. 81a signed the 
comedian for Loot Moat and Man 
Posand, both of whidi were sub- 
seciuently completed and are now 
waiting for release. 

Enquiries at the star’a reaidenoe 
elicit evasive replies about his where¬ 
abouts. This is understandable, but 
Government aources state that ha it 
actually in Bangalore. Meanwhile, 
everybody waiti for the flrat confirm¬ 
ed piece of newt about tbe star who 
disappeared. ■ 
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Banking at 10 

Surprise your child with 
his own savings account 
which he can operate. 

Drop in at Bank of Baroda 
—and bring your child 
along with you. 

We know growing up is 
a special time. A time 
that will shape your 
child's destiny... and the 

future course of his life. , 

That's why we help your 
child to open his own 
Minors' Savings Account 
—with as little as Rs. 5. 

An account he can 
operate for himself when 
he turns ten. 

Teach your child the 
savings habit. With a 
Minors' Savings Account 



M Bank of Baroda we know growing up is a special time. 


SobhasiVa* BOB/M/7 


The right to strike 


HE Enential Services 
Maintenance (Mahar¬ 
ashtra) Ordinance, 
promulgated on May 14. 

I , ■ l» by no means novel. 

Like many a predecessor on the sta¬ 
tute book, it empowers the State 
Government to prohibit strikes in 
essential services In the state. Partici¬ 
pation in a strike in essential services • 
is made punishable with up to six 
months' imprisoiuttent and a fine of 
Rs.200. Those who instigate such 
strikes or finance them could be 
punished with up to one year's impris¬ 
onment and a fine of Rs 1,000. 

The police are empowered to 
arrest without warrant any person 
’ who is reasonably suspected of hav¬ 
ing committed an offence , under the 
ordinance. Offences under the Ordi¬ 
nance have been made non-ballable. 
The Ordinance lists the essential ser¬ 
vices— transport, supply of gas, water 
or electricity, hospitals and disMnsar- 
les, public servlcea— and confers on 
the State (Sovernment the power to 
add to the list by declaring any other 
service as an essential service. 

The definition of “strike" Includes 
not only refusal to work but also 
refusal to work overtime where such 
work is necessary for tha mainte¬ 
nance of any essential service as well 
as any other conduct which is llkly to 
result in, or results in, cessation or 
substantial retardation of work In any 
essential service. This would include 
“go slow" tactics as a means of pro¬ 
test. 

Since such legislation is becoming 
all too common, two fundamental 
propositions need to be made . First, 
that judicial review of the exercise of 
the Government’s powers can be in¬ 
voked and far more readily than the 
Central and the State Governments 
suspect. Secondly, despite the fact 
that the .Coiutitution does not recog¬ 
nise the right to strike as a fundamen¬ 
tal right, it is nonetheless possible to 
contend that denial of the right to 
strike can be violative of some recog¬ 
nised, guaranteed fundamental 
lights; fw example, the right to form 
associations or unions and to practise 
any profession, or to carry on any ■ 
occupation, trade or business guaran¬ 
teed by Article 19(1) and (g), respec¬ 
tively. These propositions emerge 
very clearly from tne march of case 
law in recent yeai\ whose impact 
neither the executive nor the legisla- 
tuie has yet appreciated. 

Consider the first proposition. Sec- 
tlm 9(1) of the Ordtnanca provides 
"U the Imio Government of Maha^ 
ashtra is uthfttd that in the public 
interest It is necessary or expedient so 
to do, b mapi by general of special 
ordsv, prehlMt stnkM in any essential 
service specified in the order*. 


GvH 

Libctticf 

v|# 

By A.G.NOORANI 

Few realise that the doctrine of 
the finality of the executive's subjec¬ 
tive satisfaction has been rejected by 
the Judiciary, whether in cases of 
preventive detention, administrative 
orders or any other. Satisfation means 
honest satisfaction and the State Gov¬ 
ernment will have to demonstrate to 
the High Court, in response to a 
challenge by a writ petition, that its 
order banning a strike was not da- 
signed to reidve a genuine labour 
dispute by brute force but to avert a 
real danger to the “public Interest” 
by irresponsible or intransigent con¬ 
duct. Some margin of discretion is 
granted by the courts to the execu¬ 
tive. But if a prima facie case of abuse 
of power is made out by a trade union, 
the Government will be very much 
called upon to provide a convincing 
answer. 

As for the right to strike, it is 



nearly twenty years since the Sup¬ 
reme Court ruled that it does not 
exist. The Court ruled that “even a 
very liberal interpretation of sub- 
clauw (c) of clause (1) of Article |9 
(the right to form associations or 
unions) cannot lead to the conclusion 
that tha trade unions have a guaran¬ 
teed right to an effective coUective 
bargaining or to strike, either as part 
of collective bargaining or othewise. 
The right to strike or the right to 
declare a lockout may be controlled 
or restricted by appropriate indust¬ 
rial legislation, and the validity of 
such legislation would have to be 
tested not with reference to the criter¬ 
ia laid down in clause (4) of Article 19 
but by totally different consideration- 
s....In our opinion, the right guaran¬ 
teed under sub-clause (c) ^ clause (1) 
of Article 19 extends to the formation 
of an association and in so far as the 
activities of the association are con¬ 
cerned or as regads the steps which 
, the union might take to achieve the 

J turpose of its creation, they are sub- 
ect to such laws as might be framed 
and that the validity of such laws is 
not to be tested by reference to the 
criteria to be found in clause (4) of 
Article 19 of the Constitution (Clause 
4 lists the grounds on which the 
' fundamental right to form associa¬ 
tions or unions can be reasonably 
restricted.) 

The Judgement was based on the 
fundamental right to form associa¬ 
tions or unions (Article 19(lKs)). 
What of the fundamental right to 
carry' on any occujpation, trade or 
business embodied in Article 19(1) 
(g)? Is it not possible to reader this 
right nugatory by an arbitrary and 
permanent ban on collective bargain¬ 
ing or on strikes and thereto make 
the employees helplessly dependent? 

The right to travel abroad is not a 
fundamental right, either. Yet, two 
years ago in Mrs Maneka Gandhi's 
case, the Supreme Court ruled that 
denial of a passport to a man who 
needs to travel for his buslneu is 
denial of the right to carry on busi¬ 
ness. As Mr JustiM Bhagwati said: “If 
a correspondent of a newspaper is 
given a foreign assignment and he is 
refused passport or his passport is 
impounded, it would be direct inter¬ 
ference with his freedom to carry on 
his profession. Examples can be mul- 
tlpliod, but tha point of the matter is 
that though the right to go abroad is 
not a fundamental right, the denial of 
the right to go abroad may, in troth 
and in effect, restrict freedom of 
speech and expreuion or freedom to 
cany on a profession so as to con¬ 
travene Article 19(1) (a) or 19(1XB).* 
What is said of the rignt to a passport 
holds good for the rii^t to strike, as 
well. 




NOIKMAID 

is tlie best milk made 
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MILKMAIQ 
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2 litres of the tastiest milk 

With sugar. 


2 litres of the tastiest 
milk to meet all your 
milk needs of the day. 
Milkmaid is sweetened. 
So you save sugar. 
Good value in these 
days of rising prices. 


3 simple steps to the tastiest milk 


1. Cut opon a Milkmaid 
400 g tin. 


2. Emp^ contents into 
a 2 lies jug. 



3. Add five parts of water 
using the empty 
Milkmaid tin. Stir ar>d 
you've got 2 litres of 
sweetened milk. 


Mi 


At its prices tasty surprise 
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Beauty conquest 



The Asia Quest W 


This one is for the beau¬ 
ty-lovers’ scrapbock. We 
mean beauty that one sees 
in women. And for all of us 
in Asia this is something to 
really boast about. For the 
photograph is of the winners 
of the Miss Asia Quest 1980. 
Ms Lorraine Gaye McGrady 
(centre) of Australia poses 
with a bevy of beauties who 
could not perhaps match her 
but nevertheless are equally 
bewitching as you can well 
see. On Ms McGrady’s ex¬ 


treme left is New Zealander 
Cara Pollock (only the third 
runner-up). Next to her is 
the enchanting Filipino Ms 
Rosa Maria de Vera (the 
first runner-up). Miss Asia's 
left-hand consorts are Ms 
Annie Chen Chiau Chuin 
(the second runner-up from 
Singapore) and the last but 
not the least beautiful of 
'them all is Ms Mine Koldas 
(the fourth runner-up) from 
Turkey. Asians are beauti¬ 
ful. 


No run of the miU, he 


“Everyone is immersed 
in it like a hot bath; there¬ 
fore there is no ecstasy, no 
surprise, no enjoyment,” 
said the famous author Hen¬ 
ry Miller talking of sex 
which he treated un¬ 
abashedly in his Tropic of 
Cancer. He would surely 
have known. Married and 
\ divorced four times he took 
' a last ^ot at the wedding 
bells in September 196/ 
when he took the Japanese 
entertainer and singer Hoki 
Tokuda to wife (see photo¬ 
graph above). But the mar- 
ria^ broke up in a couple of 



years. Although they sepa¬ 
rated Hoki continued to* 
visit Henry Miller from time 
to time. As for Miller he 
never remarried .The cele¬ 
brated novelist died on May 
7. 


Godsend 


Political leaders, apart 
from dabbling in interna¬ 
tional ar '\natmnal diploma¬ 
cy, have been taking a hand 
in reli^on. The last one to 
^ so is Kenya's President 
Daniel Arap Moi. Recently 
' he was offered a rather 
large donation in money by 
Sfaree Pramukh Swami of 
the Swaminarayan sect. The 


bicentenary celebrations of 
the religious foundation 
have called for a world tour 
by the leader which explains 
the presence of the holy 
man in Nairobi. We don't 
know if the President liked 
receiving the donation but it 
proves that relWous bodies 
seem to be taking a diffe¬ 
rent angle, 


Liquidity I The rub 


1 


Norma B. Tabliso, 40, 
owner of a boutique in Taba- 
co, Manila, woke up one 
morning to find herself a 
inoney^ woman. Coca-Cola 
with its magic wand had 
performed the miracle. Last 
summer Coca-Cola launched 
a sales blitz complete with 
sweepstakes and prizes 
amounting to four million 
pesos (US S 540,000) and the 
first prize was bagged by 
Norma. She got a palatial 
house, two round the world 
air-tickets, a dazzling Mer¬ 
cedes Benz, furniture and 
over 13,000 dollars in hard 
cash. But wilt Norma be able 
to collect the prize at all? 
Filipino statutes require the 
recipient of any prize to pay 
ten per cent as tax. The 
taxman is already knocking 
on her door, and to crown it 
all Norma is yet to find the 
location of the house she has 


Pretty girls in Singapore 
are luring innocent tourists 
with the offer of “sexy mas¬ 
sages” and pilfering the lat¬ 
ter of all their valuables in 
the course of the night. Most 
of the tourists are often too 
embarrassed to report the 
matter to the police. The 
result: the girls are going 
TCotfree. The Ministry of 
Home Affairs, in an attempt 
to put an end to the matter,' 
advised the hotels to put up 
signs warning the tourists of 
the hazards of receiving 
massages. Some of the new¬ 
ly-built five-star hotels have 
even installed close circuit 
T.V. in their security 
arrangements. “Apart from 
that there is not much that 
we can do” says a senior 
hotel executive. Indeed, it 
would be awkward to put up 
signs like: “Don't talk to 
girls” or “Please avoid mas¬ 
sages”. 


Still PM 





Margaret and Thatcher 


'Madame Tussaud,* yow 
museum is great’. This senti¬ 
ment might just be express¬ 
ed by a lot of women all over 
the world. After all why 
shouldn’t they sing praisu 
to that hallowed landmark 
in London. For now the first 
woman Prime Minister of 


Britain is safely ensconced 
with the royalty, the famous 
and even the notorious, in 
fact, the likeness of Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher has been 
so wonderfully executed by 
Sculptor Ian Hanson that 
Mrs Thatcher was very 
pleased when she saw it. 
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KHAAS BAAT 



? wait and oea huw Abdullah 
p fares in the iMMoffica. He felt 
w that if it flopped then it wutdd 
I nut be wise to let Sanjay direct 
I the film. After all everybody 
knows that ChantiiSonii 
flopped. 

n AJESH KHANNA is play- 
.X\ Ing it hard to get fur the 
filmina of Narinder Bedi’s Be- 


f-jii'idiv i jf'iriii 171 ii/TPi' 


been completed. It seems that 
Rajesh wants a revision in the 
rates. But Narinder is not in a 
mood to oblige. He is simply 
taking it easy, making no for¬ 
mal move either way. So Rajesh 
has taken the initiative and 
refused to reptirt for the sh(K>t-' 
ing at Mahabaleshwar in May. 
Narinder has therefore gone to 
Roshanlal Malhotva, Rajesh's 
manager-cum-what have you, 
and asked for a letter of con¬ 
sent fur the star’s replacement. 
Rajesh replies; “Utt him send 
a letter to me,and I will give it. 
After all, he wants to replace 
me. 1 am not leaving the pic¬ 
ture..." This has put Narinder 
in a bit of a fix as he doesn’t 
want to approach Rajesh at all, 
be it fur a patch-up or for a 
letter. 

H EMA MALlNlandZaenat 
Aman are not on the best 
of terms, especially after what 
had happened at the shooting 
of Alibaba aur40chor. Hemu 
was not available in Russia for 
the shouting, thus upsetting the 



whole schedule. Instead of 
being on the sets of Alibaba in 
Moscow,’she was in London on 
the sets of Manmohan Deaal'ii 
Naseeb. Alibaba's producer 
had to depute none other than . 
Dhacmendra to get Heme back f 
to Muscuwl Zeenat, wh«> was 
there all ready to get on with 
the job, was not amused. What 
if she started throwing tan¬ 
trums. 


n AJESH KHANNA seems to 
[\ be having a clandestine 
ffair with the divorcee com- 
dienne Shammi. Sans much 
tork and finally separated 
rom Sultan she is all set to 
oost up her career. So, of late, 
he is trying her level best to be 
ally with Rajesh. One day af- 
sr the pack up from shooting 
he dance director Sujata bold- 
r accosted the star and asked 
im boldly whether anything is 
oing on between him and 
hammi. Raje.sh, without even 
atting an eyelid,'replied “Hu. 
ikin klsiko holna nuhi ..." rhai 
ras enough to shut Sujuiu’s 
louth. 

A CCORDINO to the Sanjay 
r\group It was Zeenat Aman 
iho was chasing Imran Khan , 
nd not the other way rouiiil. 
«onat used to call the I'ukistu- 
i star constantly just to coo 
waet nothings Into his ears, 
ut Zeenai's sad luck she cooltl 
nt nan Imriui, not even for 
nca. Imran played It emit, may 
tt as a friendly gesture to Suii. 
ly. Hut he could not resist the 
i 


temptation foi long. What’s 
more, she had moved into a 
five-star hotel with the excu.se 
that her own flat was badly in 
need of a face-lift, Whatever it 
is, its her producers who gut the 
jolt for they would not get her 
dates. 

p OMU Sli'PY\ Sane pe Sat- 
X\ la starring Amiiahh Bach- 
chan is badly stuck. Originally 
Rekha was cast as one of the 
heroines opposite Amitabh. But 
when ,/a,VO Hachchan put her 
foot down, Amii decided to re¬ 
place her. The producer was 
duly informed. After a couple 
of days a message came from 
her to restore her. Then again 
Amit dilly dallied. And now the 
heroine to co star Amit is .vet to 
be finalised. 

M OAf'f'A/dvs|)vrulely 
wanted to stage a come 
buck to film.s iiiul forluniitely 
Hahlw Kbaiitun was there wiiii 
ing for Iter. Sanjay imik over 
the film after H. K. I'lioiira 
ojited out. The producer 
Rnshan Wudhvra wanted jo 










r«Mins/. V.£«/iffedttp 
|wlth tte Hindi Tcraion of Her 
hcs which he ii dinciing for 
' ucer Promod Chakra W’ 

. It stars Promod’s protege 
> Aaaad. Left to himseif 
si would have had his 
vourite Seema. In the original 
rsion Seema.was iust an 
I'dinary street-walker who 
kpt with ordinary people 
irhereas Promod wanted Sho- 


na Anand to play the daziiing 
allgirl who visits her clients Li 


lioren cars. So it’s just possi¬ 
ble that Sasi has lost interest in 
jthe project. Besides, this mis- 
ji^erstanding. Guru, a Tamil 
fathered by Ift-omod 
Bvarthy and directed by 
Thas not come up to the 
, i’oducer’s expectations, 
according to the studio sources. 


H as mgr finally decided to 
give up acting? “1 have 
greater responsibilities than 
jefore and 1 believe I owe more 
10 the people by way of political 
jierformance”, MGR declared 
■ecently at a Press meet. Apart 
'rom lahudhan En Badil, MGR 
s not going to complete two pf 
lis pending films which have 
been held up for at least thirty 
hMths. Producers of these 

under the impress- 
MGR would hand over 
pe Cmef Ministership to one of 
lis trusted colleagues and re- 
um to films but it seems that 
ilGR has developed a liking for 


the executive chair. However, 
people will continue to see him 
week after week in documen¬ 
taries produced by the Tamil 
Nadu government. This is some 
consolation for his die-hard 
fans. 


O NE more fading star from 
Madras has found asylum 
in a Karnataka 

production : Veanira Adai. Nir- 
mala has been given a role in 
this film opposite Shankar 
Nag,the blue-eyed boy of the 
Kannada box-office. 


W HO's behind the vicious 
propaganda against 
Kamalahasan? Many self- 
appointed box-office pundits go 
around swearing that distribu¬ 
tors are not keen on releasing 
his prestigious film Meendun 
Kokila starring Rekha and Sri- 
divi. How come such a concen¬ 
trated effort is being made to 
write off Kamalahasan just be¬ 
cause he has a couple of flops? 
Some claim that director I. V. 
Sasi is behind these rumours 
but Sasi’s friends say that Sasi 
has no time for such stunts. 


J SARIVELAN, MGRr’s de 
voted side-kick, and also a 
small time comedian failed to 
win a seat in the recent Assem¬ 
bly elections. Surely MGR will 
find him some lucrative post. 
Meanwhile Velan is shopping 
for small roles. 


T\1RECT0R Puttanna Kaaag- 
jL/aland actress Arati seem to 
* be coming out from the cold. 
Kanagal one of the top-most 
Kannada directors of the seven¬ 
ties suffered a couple of big 
flops two years ago, but now he 
is confidently losing forward 
to the relea.se of his Ranga 
Nayaki starring his favourite 
Arati. When Fiim/are judged 
his Kannada venture Dhar- 
maseree as the best film, he 
also received the award for the 
best director and Arati bagged 
the best actress award. 

T he anxiety plaguing Devar 
unithas reached a new 
peak. Oevar has been spawning 
hits in Tamil and Telegu for 
more than two decades but this 
banner could boast of only one 
in Hindi: Haathi Mere Saathi. 
Subsequently Hindi films made 
with popular heroes like Rishi 
Kapoor (Raja), Dharmendra 
(Maa) and Do Aur Do Paanch 
(Amnabh)have done poor busi¬ 
ness. These films surprisingly 
did not have animals in them. 
Now the unit is banking heavily 
on Anbukku Nan Adimai star¬ 
ring Rajnikant and Rathi Agni- 
hotri which has done terrific 
business in the opening week. 

If it turns out to be a super hit, 
it should wipe out the humilia¬ 
tion of a Do Aur Do Paanch. 


PIOUSJI 




'Made in India': Grindlays was 


Long btfors Mr. Kipling 
iamanttd about East and Waat, 
ona of hia compatriots had 
dona somathing about halping 
tha twain maat. 

Tha man of action was Captain 
Robart Malvllla Qrindlay who, 
in 1828, floatad an agancy In 
London: Laalia & Grindlaya. 

Tha Qrindtaya banking 
oparatlona in India bagan in 
1864 in Calcutta. Soon, a 
Bombay offica opanad for 
buainaaa, foilowad by branchaa 


in Naw Delhi, Simla, Quatta, 
Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar, 
Madras as wall as In Ceylon 
and Rhodesia. 

On 1st January 1975, National 
& Grindlays Bank Limited 
became Grindlaya Bank Limited, 
along with Ita Indian heritage 
of over 120 years. 

Today, Grindlays Is a banking 
professional in touch with 
tomorrow, with a worldwide 
network of almost 800 
branchaa/asaoclataa In 38 


countries. And, despite 
Mr. Kipling's fears of yore, tha 
twain do maat wherever 
Grindlaya stands and aarvaa. 



assi/ase/M/dsv 









































































































NARETY 


suriddy week 


■•11111^111 JMM It 

TMt wt«k Itw Sun alon* la In Qanilnl, nahu and Maroury ara In Canotr, and Jupitar, Mara and Saturn art oontolnad In Lao. 
Uranualain Libra. Naptuna la In Scorpio and KatitKia in Caprioom.ThaMoonwIll ba movtng through Libra,Scorpio and 8agit(a> 
nua from Virgo. 



MNII (Manii 21 • 
Ajntl Thia waak 
la favourable for 
daaHnga with aldara 
and tnoap in author- 


ooma to an and. Puah your bualnaaa 
affaira to iha utmoai. Promotion In 
aarvloa la moat likaly. You may go on 
an unaxpaotad Joumay. Kaap your 
tampar undar control, wwd iana: 22, 
24. 26 and 27. La^ nombara; 2. 4 
and 6. Pavaarabla diraetlon: South- 
waat. 

TAUSUI (April 21 
May 12) Romanoa la 

If Si ii 4 on tha oarda but you 
A ahould axarolaa all 

w oautlon and raa- 
traint. Sa tactful in daaling with your 
amployor. Good fortuna In bualnaaa 
and profaaalonal aotivltlaa la fora- 
aaan. Your family will ramain a aourca 
of joy and happinaoa. Guard agalnat 
any diaagraamant with your col-, 
laaguaa. Conaarva your, raaouroaa 
and chaok axtravagant tandanolaa. 
Lattara ara likaly to bring good nawa. 
6^ datn: 24, 26, 27 and 20. Loaliy 
iwmbara;3,6 and 8. Payaurabia dlrac- 
non: South. 

OtMINi (May 23 • 
Juaa 211 Thia la an 
avantfu) weak for 
you. Your intuition 
Wr C*? will halp you to over- 
rtoa an awkward altuatibn. An aldarly 
paraon may proya to ba hoatlla. Ona 
of your fruMida may offar valuabla 
halp. You will banafit through a mam- 
bar of tha falrar sax. A romanca is in 
tha offing. Exardaa tact and patlanca 
In ail your businass affairs. A sacrat 
mattar wHt turn to your advantaga. 
Bond datas: 24, 25. 27 and 28. Lveky 
numbait: 1, 3 and 7. Favoorabls dirae- 
llan: North-wast and South. 

CANCER (Jana 22 - 
'Mly 22) This weak 
your stars are not 
particularly favour- 
^ «J’ - able. So be content 

to mark time and exercise caution 
and restraint in aN your affairs. Do not 
start a new venture end make no 
Important change unless it is impsra- 
tiva. Friends and reladves wilt riot 
prove vary helpful. Control your tem¬ 
per otherwise^u may ba entangled 
in a lawsuit. Cfoed datas: 23, 27 and 
28. Lacin aaaibsrs : 3. 9 and 10. 
Pavaarsbrs diraetlaar.Wesl and South- 
aaaL 


LEO (July 23 - AubwI 
22) A weak of mixed 
Me\\r/Ai fortunes is pradidad 

i^uyQ((' ^ 7®*^' elderly 

rWu.iAN parson may oppose 

your long-term plan. Do not gamble If 
you want to avoid problems on tha 
financial front. Guard against dacap- 
tioil from every quarter. Nevarthalass 
your courage and antarprisa will bring 
a fair maaaura of success. Woman 
will raoaiva costly gifts and presents. 
Taka oars of yourTiaalth.Qood dates: 
23. 28 and 27. liMiw iMmbars: 2, 4 
and 6. Psvosrabis diraslien: South¬ 
east and West. 

fJi 'w It VlflOO (Ausuit 23'- 
/.. 4 Isptombsr 22) A new 
fiiandshlp wlH affect 
YOUf profession, 
(n-w-i y gnd act upon 

tha advioa of your aldara. After a 
minor setback on tha financial front, 
your bualnasa affairs will prosper. Ba 
earaful In your dealings with tha 
opposite aax. Your domestic Ufa will 
ramain a source of joy. Tha weekend 
will ba a vary happy ona. Qoed datas: 
22. 24 and 25. Lucky numbers: 4. 7 
and 11. PaMvrsbla dirsetlon: North 
and North-east. 

a LIEfU (Saptsfflbsr 23 
- Ostobr 22) This 
waak begins with 
substantial gains 
through either prom¬ 
otion or Inheritance. You will make 
alow but steady progress on the 
business front. A new friendship will 
boost your career. At tha end of tha 
weak, a prorrtotlon is likely. Your life 
proceeds smoothly without a hitch. 
The time is particularly favourable for 
those in service. A suitable time for 
romanca and marrlMs. Let your intui¬ 
tion be your guide. Qeod dates: 22, 23 
and 28. Lueby numbers: 4. 2 and 8. 
Favourabts dIrscUon: South. 

SCORPtO (October 23 
- November 21) This 
i week IS exceptional- 
h ly good for you 
/ . Concentrate on your 

profession. You are assured of suc¬ 
cess. Promotion is likely, provided 
you are guided by your intuition. You 
will gain through elders and property 
matters. This is the right lime for you 
to undertake a new venture. A happy 
romance is likely. Waif for important 
fetters before taking a decision 
Check all axtravagant tendencies. 
Baod datas: 22. 23. 25 and 28 Lucky 
numbers: 2, 4.and 7. Favourable dIrsc¬ 
Uon; North and West. 


3tiif lABITTARIUI 

(Navsmbar 22 • Oa- 

sambar 22) You will 
''V /Mi'll bdNtfbl 

v7 lent opportunlllea to 

clinch lucrative business deals and 

improve your financial poslllon. Many 
will gain through betting, gambling 
and apeculatlon.'A happy romance or 
an Interesting event is on the cards. 
Gains through an unexpected source 
are likely. You may aoon undertake a 
long journey. Your fortune will under¬ 
go a change for the better.fiaad dalai: 
22.24,26 and 26. Lii^ iNimbsrs: 6,7 
and 0. Favaurabls dlroetlan; South- 


CAPRICORN (Oseam- 
S ^ \\ ’ •Ibitoify 20) 

K Conserve your re- 

sources and check 
. .<i extravagant tenden¬ 

cies. After experiencing unexpected 
good fortune you will encounter oppo¬ 
sition from a friend. Your personal life 
will proceed smoothly. A fair measure 
of financial gain la likely. Pay attention 
to your busineaa dealings. Bead 
datas: 23. 26 and 27. Luslw immbsra; 
3.8 and 4. Favaurabla dirasnon: North. 

AQUARIUS (January 
21 - Fabruary 10) 
Tour prospects are 
Mm 4M quite favourable this 

' «■ week. You will be¬ 

nefit through property matters. The 
advice of an elderly relative should 
prove very helpful. Do not allow your 
love affair to Interfere with your busi¬ 
ness dealings. Avoid litigation. Some 
good fortune is likely provided you 
exercise a good deaf of caution. 
There is a possibility of a change of 
place or a promotion. Bead datas: 
23,24,25 and 28. Lucky numhars: 5.7 
and 9. Fsveursbie dlrectlan: West. 


PISCES IFebruaty 20- 
Marcb 20) Your stars 


vrill prove extremely 
favourable this 
week. You will win 
the praise and appreciation of every¬ 
one around you. A good lime for 
travel. Pay all your attention to busi¬ 
ness Let intuition be your guide. A 
promotion will crown a successful 
week. A valuable new friendship will 
blossom. You may develop an in¬ 
terest in occult sciences Differences 
with business partners must be set¬ 
tled amicably Good datsr. 24. 

25 and 28 Lucky numbers: i. 7 and 9. 
Fnvoursbis direction; South-east 

M B RAMAN 


51 






ec-4«B 


All you 

need ro know 


about a mixer 


is its brand 



Every 

Bajaj product 
is backed by 
solid experience 
that guarantees 
first rate 
performance 




Consider Ba|aj Mixers, for instance. 
Our vast experience has resulted in the 
development of the widest range of 
mixers in terms of price and 
performance. Ail exclusively designed 
for optimum efficiency. 



Pioneers of household appiiancea in 
India, Bajaj offer the most impressive 
array of these gadgets—backed by 
the largest network of sales and service 
centres in the country. 


BUY BEST... BUY 




chess _ 

Tal OHMft) «• awM 


■! ||0 
Mw w _WW _ B^B 


m^WH H_Hi 


■ ii_BlvlSv 


* elu m ¥tlty (WIiNa) 

flbftAMlMM IMhJteW ■«-—— 

rWiWws wivv svmew sotv nww 

Latvian aaprnM 

Mikhalt Tal <• back in iNisinaw. m ttw rManl 
'btlaaenal toumamant In Rl0a ha ptoughad 
through all oppoaltlon Ilka a runaway train 
to taka that plaoa with a maaalwa •ooto ot 
14/t7, a parfonnanoa of Ftachar-ilfca dIman- 
aiona. No doubt ha waa anoeiuragad by 
bamg abla to play In his hotna town, but a 
Tal obmabaok had baan on tha earda tor 


Hla flha parfonnanoa In tha 'Wfed;' Cup' 
toumamanl In Montraal aariiar laat yaar, 
whara ha ahaiad Aral placa with Ka^v. 
ranawad apaoulation that ha might ba 
racapiutfng tha form of hla aarty yaara and 
ha aniarad tha Intartottal aa ona of tha 
favountaa. Nobody, hewavar, could hava 
pradiciad tha ama and authority with whl^ 
ha awapl aueh tormldablo oppoahlon aakfa. 

Hla play aaanta to hava found a naw 
MIdih mja maturity. Mayba ha laamt aoma- 
tlng from Karpov, with whom ha-tralnad 
MtaralMly for tha laitor'a dafanoa of hla 
'?•!!? J^***®- Oartalnly tha yaara hava not 
olunlad tha adga of hla attacKing pin. Juat 
•• tt» following garna. In whteh ha 
•jnlhllatos^hia principal rival In Riga, Uw 

Wh^ba: Poiugaavafcy. Biaofc; M. Tal. 
jjtorwal Toumamant, Riga. 19T9. CngHah 

a. n-*a, n~«m; s. 
Pa P, Na P; g. P-K4I? A 
yy .•ha'P variidlon which hM baeoma 
pmlar of laia, but ’Polu' ahouM know 
• ** u •“"** • Mho apalnat Tal. 

•-«3I7 Tha moat 
cmeai tina. Blade aacrifioaa hla pawn for- 
g«lon In ordar to Mtabllah hla knight on 

is*** H—•. K-«i. Pa 8; 9. 
^****^ O—mi A naw mova, though not 
•n unnatural ena. it cleariy took 
M aurprtaa, ^ 

ti- iMlNa. P-KItt; 12. 
St™ K—Q2 would not 

JJP'W'O Wrtta proapacts. 

- * *-R»t 1*. PaP. O—0->0; With 
Myia nt attacking chancaa for the aac- 
MS."- WhHa'a poaitlon la cut in two 
5J tha NOB. 

!*• rr* ». R-N4; fi. K-Na, 0-B4; 10 
17. N-<MM. QaP; 1$. 
with tha important point 
i^QNa °»HPdaf^. 

gt e-<wt.PriiWi go. N-m (BucniAM} 

Jr3S^ Baghmlng ona rrf theca 
Ottaeta tor which ha haa baeoma 
-.ligi.RaN.RaH+ 28.KxR 


w -i 0«fl.OBKPf‘ and •.. OaR)... 

gry Q-— iw>«- 

ft. e W2. w OB W A aiRHA mova Jmatf 

On o fnowi0 Mwo wfiion whi ofiiy oo ioofi 

iL N-mfcC^Bi M. OMCI. NfQ^-RBBI 
baMng ttia KR to m tala and ufwaWng Ma 
brwiam taotioai'piM 
BL N a R, N-OM And ham N la. H gg. 0-K2 
to kaM m protoeiad, than 28.,. N<-Q8:27. 

Ox Oi 28. R a Q. R-«7^ 28. K—Rl. 
N - ae and mataa on N7. ao White haa no 
ehoiea but to aHow tha Mack quaan to rw 


88. »~01, OxKP; 87. RxR. PaR-l- 
Anothar thread In tha not - 28. Ox P. 
N-K81’ 88. K-B1. 0--«4 throat . . . 
0 -M4- Whtta la daatravad. 
gS:to1..-08*Raalgn..M.glcd-pum 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


Raapondirrg to (ganarallaad) dricturaa In 
tha Inlamatianai Bridga Prnaa Aaaoclatlon, I 
muat aoknowladga that my recant acoounta 
of world chamfrionahlp daala am darivud 
from tha dally buHatlna publiahad by tha 
Brazilian Padaration, adltad by Henry and 
Dorlhy Prancla. aaaintad by 'our own' Albart 
Dormer. 

Ona of Oormar'a contrlbutlona n ote d 
aoma intamating faaturaa of thia deal from 
tha match batwean Italy and tha naw zona, 
bearing tha eumbaraoma titia of Cantrd- 
AmariofrCaribbaan; 

Oaalar. Eaat. Gama aH. 

A A9S2 
P 2 

♦ AS 7 2 
« K 10 4 2 


*084 II 

P109876543 Ilf m 

♦ 4 


* 10 7 3 
P O J 

* K J 10 3 ' 

* A Q 7 8 


* K J 6 
P A K 

* 0985 

* J 988 

Thia waa tha bidding whan Italy waa 
North-South: 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Ds Faleo 

Dham 

Franco 

Calve 


— 

—- 

No 

10 

No 

1* 

No 

INT 

NO 

20 

No 

2» 

No 

3* 

No 

3NT 

No 

No 

No 

Possessing little confidence 

in hla long 

htart suit. WMt M hit tfngMon etub. East 


won and twitched to P d South claarad 
tha elubt and Eaat lad another heart. 

With no pictum of tha heart diairibution. 
South took a apada finaaaa tor hit nindi 
trick, to Watt, after all, made a number of 
heart tricka and South waa two down 
At all tha other tablet Eaat opened tha 
bidding and Watt, In one way or another, 
thowad hit length in hearit. This putt a 
different complaxion on tha play in 3NT. If 
South knows that East haa opening valuat 
and Watt long hearts, he can rnake tha 
contract by clearing the clubs and playing 
on diamonds. Easi wins tha fourth round of 
this suit and it forcad to open up the 
spades South plays low from hand.'ot 
course, and West's Oueen is trapped 
Alberto Calvo. who patyad (h* East hand, 
it Panama's rtaw ambassMor in Tokyo. He 
thowad on this ocedWon the long- 
attablishad virtue of diplomatic silence The 
C-A-C team finished a creditable fourth in 
tha round robin, winning One of its two 
matchaa agaiiitt North America 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



Two high vahiaa have boon added to the 
long Naw ZMiand dahnltlva sarioa which 
has baan in uaa sihoe 1978. Oardan roaas 
and Maori ariafaolt provWa tha daalgnt of 
the low vsluo stamps and thaif am now ala 
high values laaiuring Naw Zealand, saa- 
ahalis. Tfta 82 stamp (above) ahows Mim a 
ImUoinpium, poputarty known aa tha cirea- 
lar saw or, at ns Latin name suggasls. *w 
star shall. Unforumalsly tor co n onotoglsts, 
the drcular aaw la a daapevalar shaff Mid 
mihar soaroa. Tha boat axamplaa am 
dredged up by oyster naharman in the 
Fovoaux Strait, batwean Bouth Island and 
Stewart Island. Tha rtaw stamp, with a star¬ 
ling face value of aoproxlmatoly El. will ba 
mom easily oblalnabla. Tha other naw lasua 
it a 81 stamp faaiuring tha Naw Zealand 
scallop. Aveton rto vaaza fa nril a a . 

C. W. HILL 



QUESTIONS 


1 . Roman PolanakI is known to htvt 
dlractad 8 large number of films. Which Is 
the first shon film svar msKfa by him? 

2. With what would you asaodato Silly 
Symphoniea? 

3. What is ascapa velocity? 

4. InauHn, whan adminlatarad in prop¬ 
er amounta, keeps tha dlabatio'a oIom 
sugar at or near tna normal laval. What is 
insulin? 

S Whan would the currency of s 
country ba aakf to ba floating? 

6. Tna Bunnass currency la aubdl- 
vldad into Pyas. Hundred euch equal the 
standard unit? What Is the name given to 
tha unit? 


•IbAx 'B 

pueui 

-90 pue A|ddns oi aouodeei ui iSHieui 
eBuauoxe uBtaxi) atp uo Xfoati aisnionji 
0 ) poMoiis eiatouauno aqi usu/m -g 
'iseg setjgto pue Bugueg ipjjepajj 
Aq (ZBi u| patoM^p ssm pue sesjoueo 
am Aq paiaroas auouuou e ei n > 
uotsindojd jaqijni inoqiiM 
‘Apoq atp |0 piag leuoneuAeiS aip umj) 
adeosa Aeiu ii leip oe Xpoq Aiuaneaq 
e (0 aoepna aqi tuoji papafojd aq tsnui 
pafqo ue uoh(m uiim paads aqi si u 'c 
■(8681) Bunipna 
A|0n *M1 ibb| bill PU9 (8261) aoueQ uoi 
-aiatfs siii sem uotqM |0 )sjy aig 'suooi 
•jeo pateuJiue Xausio |o sapas y z 
<i86l) UB®1 SMt pus tod sux 'l 
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whitens best 
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Time will tell. 

Rockwell Electronic Watches. A range of models 
for ladies and gentlemen. Good-looking. 
Made from superior imported components. 
Severely tried and tested for long-term accuracy. 
Sold and serviced throughout India. 
Choose a Rockwell today—it will be your best 
investment in a long time. Time will tell. 


iFiDCkUJBlI 

Qactronic Watches 



Just a little Ranipal in the final rinse—and what 
brilliant whiteness! Ranipal whiteness I It shows 
on all your white clothes—cottons as well as 
synthetics and blends. 

Um Ranipal rapularlv—for whitanma that ahowtl 


Ranipal 




Ranipal ®for cottons 

Ranipal'^ S for synthetics and blends 


BLUE STAR 


Shilpl SO-2A/78 


Bomtov • N*w MM • Cilcum • Mtcksi • AhmwMiMI • Pun* • Mora 
VaOodm «Ktnpur ♦ ChmdiBtm « Jw n rt wdp u f»0»uhti«e*ng*lora » Cochin 
Trhraminim • SaciMirtbid > Vii*kh*p*tnam • Vljaytwad* 
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prut ri 30 tof th« •Wiy givan fii»t WlthOUt COmmeOt 



BARDOU : A notice issued to the mem- 
fbeis of the Cricket Club of lodis (CCI) 
stetes: "Members are earnestly re¬ 
quested not to make use of the face 
tow^ far wipini shoe^ etc., because the 
stains on die towels, when used for such 
purposes, cannot ba washed out, and 
therefore die towels have got to be 
discarded, resulting in loss to die dub." 

one was under the impression that 
the members of die CCI never used face 
towels to wipe their shoes—Mid-day (R. 
B. Chauhan, Bardoli) 

CALCUTTA ; Strange though it may 
seeM. a letter took 17 years four months 
and 25 days to readh Calcutta from 
Kimkhol in Uttar Pradesh. The letter 
bearing postmark "Konkhol” was posted 
(on January 2, 1963 and delivered to the 
^admeaaee, llx Samar Rudra, MLA, on 
May 27 lak. Showii^ the letter to news¬ 
men, Mr Rudra said a sanyasi of ‘die 
Ramakriahna Mission Seva Pratisthan 
had written it to him—The Times o/iiadia. 
(R. B. Chauhan, Bardoli) 

KOHIMA : Orders under Section 144 
CrPC have been promulgated in the Hill 
area here where Ministers and senior 
(rfHdals reside following fears of breach 
of public tranquility. Trouble was ex¬ 
pected as some of the new Ministers 
OGcnpied bungalows in the face of refusal 
by tama Ministers to vacate them. 
According to official sources a former 
Minister has registered a case of alleged 
trespau against a present Minister for 
forcibly trying to occupy his bungalow. 
„l^try of all persons to the area except 
Minurtera, legislators, officials, mmn- 
ban of th^ families and persons autho¬ 
rised ly the government, has been ban¬ 
ned, the sources said—Ae Hiada (Neil 
hrer. Bhilai) 


TBANJAVUR : A teacher, Mrs (kmathi 
Srinivasan has been elected from Valan- 
■afanan (SC) coostitueiicy in Ihai^vur 
oiitrict. An itttarasting feature of her 
aiecthm was Aat aha hid filed bar nomi¬ 
nation as a duBuny to bar husband, the 
AlADMTa offi^ caadidata, Ifrl^ 
vasan's noaainatloas was rejeried at die 
thna Of acn itii nr and she con t este d the 
aaat on badw of the AlADMK—The 
maia (K. Dhraknr, Madras) 

[URUPAH *. The Lord and His chosen 
oaosi scripturas dodara, an bmad phy* 
aicai lawa- Sri Vankatanran Univaraity, 


founded in the name of the Lmd and ran 
in the name of the Lord, goes a step 
further. It expecu the studentt to fulra 
the divine standard. How else could one 
explain the time-table for M. Cmn final 
examination for external studentt? The 
students are expected to face two exami- 
nationa'on the same day at the tama 
time. The University's examination time¬ 
table clearly informs the candidates that 
Group H and Group IV examinations are 
being held on the same date and during 
the same hours—9 a.ffl. to 12 noon. The 
studentt wme given the choice of any 
two groups out <d four. But somewhere 
unknown to the students the rules have 
been changed offering the’students the 
choice of combination of (koups n and 
HI or Groups III and IV. wee the 
examinations are to be held in July there 
is still time for the university to alter the 
time-table—Ae Deccan HunU, (S. T. S. 
Prasad, Hubli) 

CALCUTTA : A consdence-strikni pas¬ 
senger has tent a bank draft for Rs 30 to 
the General Manager, Eastern Railway, 
against ticketless journey he had maoe 
about 14 years ago. Now a resident of 
Port Blair, he has confessed in an accom¬ 
panying letter that way back in 1966, he 
iiad travelled without a ticket once from 
Sealdah to Farakka. Unable to buy the 
ticket before boarding the Darjeeling 
Mail, he had been asked by a railway 
official to buy it on the train, but be 
could not do so either. Ae letter, has a 
beading—"Consience money"—The 
Statesman (R. K. Varshney, Calcutta) 

COIMBATORE : Endurance-feat record 
holder N. Parthasarathy who contested 
as an independent from the Coimbatore 
East constituency, claimed another re¬ 
cord of having sprat the lowest amount 
among all candidates in the state. He had 
spent only Rs 36 for his poll campaign, he 
had not defaced any walls with his name 
or symbol, he had not printed a single 
hand-bill or erected a single hoarding. 
He had not addressed a tingle public 
meeting usiim amplifier. Then how did 
he spend his Rs 36f "1 spent Rs 10 to hire 
apony, Rs 6 to hire a bullock cart and Rs 
20 for taking ^lotograidis". He also 
wanted to create another record of hav¬ 
ing secured the lowest number of votes in 
any constituency but is worried now if 
smne of the votms had taken him too 
seriously—Ae Indian Express (B. Anur- 
adha, Madras) 

KOTTYAM : A veteran Kerala Journal¬ 
ist who had bera editorial writm on the 
staff of many leading Kerala nesrspapers 
is a lift operator in a New York skyaaap- 
er. The journalist-turned-lift operatin' Mr 
Alex Venfcadath (55) plans to settle down 
in die USA witii his family. His wife is 
emidoyed in New York as a registered 
nurse. Mr Alex had contributea to the 
ralief at tiie poor in India by srading to 
Mother Teresa die tips he receives from 
his patrons on the lift—Ae Tiam oi 
ladu(V. P. Sttdhakaran. New Delhi) 


IN India, if you feU the oppositiw 
Parties that tne world is round, they 
will immediately say "No, the world u 
flat"—Kerala (^iet IMnitter, E. X. 
Nayanar interviewed in New Delhi 

THE minorities (in Assam ) have the 
fear of their lives. You have to tee 
their faces to understand this—Mrs 
Indira Gandhi 

ASSAM has become a slaughter-house 
to kill non-Assamese—Amar Rpy 
Pradhan, Forward Block MP 

IT is not a question of Bengali versus 
non-Bengali but Assamese versus non- 
Assamese—Jyoti Basu 

WE will approach all like-minded 
people who believe in our policies— 
H. N. Bahuguna 

THE Prime Minister, Mr's Indira Gan¬ 
dhi, is understood to have asked Mr 
Zaii Singh not to interfere in Punjab 
affairs so that the Chief Minister, Mr 
Darbara Singh, had a free hand in 
running the administration— Indiut 
Express 

1980 is not 1%2. We have received 
signals (from Peking ) for normalisa¬ 
tion and we have sent counter¬ 
signals—Narasimha Rao, Union Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs Minister 

WE face a collapse of US non¬ 
proliferation policy if we send this 
(nuclear.) fuel to India despite iu 
consistent refusal to agree that its 
civilian nuclear materials would not 
be used for military bomb purposes— 
A group of American Congressmen 
quoted in The-Statesman 

EVERYWHERE in the countra there 
is only discord and conflict... We will 
ourselves get at each others’ throats 
and destroy ourselves. . . If things 
remain this way, we cannot adminu- 
ter the country—Ayatollah Khomeini 

I WANTED to start an Islamic move¬ 
ment on the pattern of Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Iran—Major-General Ta- 
iamal Hussain of Pakistan who- is 
being tried for attemptingto ovrthrow 
General Zia-ul Haq's government 

BRITISH people are making their 
animals better and better while prog¬ 
ressive thinking is making human 
beings worse and worse—Nirad C. 
Chaudhuri in Sunday Review 

EVERY woman is a bom actress, her 
first role being that of a coquett^ 
Shabnaz Hussain in Weekend Review 

1 AM too important to be discarded— 
Dev Anand quoted in Stardust 

For mixed doubles, you practice away 
from the court—Bjom Borg 
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All RI6HT, TROOPS, L£T5 
MAyEANEQUtP)V\ENTCHEa:.. 
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RAIN6EAR7600P SRlEf- iT ISNY SOfNS ID 
RAiNiMOW about iOO, CONRAPTA RRST-AiP 
tCiT ?! WHAT A PE55)AM5T!.' OLlVlgR.UNAT 
USELESS ITEM PIP WU WINS 7 
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AN ANSEL FOOPCAK:e\ /utEa.l’M RAP WE NAVE AT LEAST ONE) 
LUITM SEVEN-MINUTE j I 5EN5I0LE HIKER IN OUR 6R0UP! 7 
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Dentists say ^ 

Regular brushing of teeth and 
massaging o'f gums check gum 
troubles and tooth decay. 

Use Forhan’s 

Double Action ToothbnA 

Specially designed to massage your g#* 
while brushing your teeth 


Gantle > 
white bfbiles 
massage 
your gurra i 


LPe tee 


Learn the Forhan'e way of 
brushing teeth and massaging 
gums. Write for a FRK colourful 
booklet on "Care of your Gums 
arid Teeth" with 26 r stamps for 
postage, toForhan'e Dental ^ 
Advisory Bureau. Dept. No. B22-2 A 
Post Bag 11463, Bombay 400 020b . 
Memion language. 1 

BBtonlj^ Tootia 

for the whole family 

^dalt (medium and soft) • Jua 

NaBi. T.M: Qeeffrev M a mi e r a B Co. UA 
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PLASTIC TORCH 



Mooa woncsoN 

StWOAIO : 3 SWOAno SIS B«rTB«ES 
MEDUU ' 3 MBJSJM sa BATBaeS 


EXCUWTO ‘MOO' DEMON 

The equarc ch^pad looks ELEGANT and la EASY TO 

OPERATE. 

VEMAIUe a VrEAR-RESaTAHT- „ „ 

The PUaiic body i« made from A B S moulding powder and 
Renactor cover 1* made from CLEAR ACRYLIC moulding powder 
It » TOUGH a UNBREAKABLE 
SMOOTH a ICIIATCMI.mr 

The eurtue hae ■ SATIN FINISH wiih altracllve colour eombineilone 
and (Utllelsu HARDNESS lo make il SCRATCHLESS in handling. 

AU.-WUTRER a NON.OO«aO«VB: 

Thla Torch will optraia afliclenity in ANY CLIMATE and ttepUehc 
body will NOT CTORRODC even if the baMriei maid* LEAK 

W^hNI^^tKlsS^elal paiM. the torch It SPARK-PROOF and 
SAFE lor lue in Mlnea. chemical planla. reftnens* and Laboraloriea 


Markaradby 


69, Evergreen InduMriel EkteM. 
MMufewm. eombcy 400011 
Fhonae: 396989, 392847, B» 


GflUSD 

ANUkFALMGmCNa 

HDCOMK 


Fhonae: 386889, 382847. 894884 m/AKAMI « AU tIAOaiO STORES 




















DELHI DIARY 


MAKEN TRIUMPHS 


THE trad* union movomont in Dolhi 
ii wiUMMing tho tfflorfoneo of on 
ontiroly now, youiu forco. In tho 
rocont oloctiont hold in tho toxtUo 
mill* for tho provldont fund odviwry 
committoo, tho Communitti forod 




Lollt Mokon, swmt tho polio ond not 
obioluto nojoritioo in oil tho mult. 
Tho Jona Songh cmitrollod union woo 
clooo bohind Igakon but tho Congrot- 
0 ( 1 ) ond tho Cmnmunittt woro noor* 
total woohouu. Ono rooton for tho 
CoagrooofI) doing bodly io told to bo 
tho oppouitmont of Jogdith IVtlor ot 


HOPE FOR MARUTI 
PLANT 


WHAT wUl bo tho foto of tlm Moruti 
f octoryf It moy bo roeoUodjnot toon 
oftor tho Jonoto eomo to powor, o coto 
wot filed by tomo croditort of Moruti 
Umltod tooklng refund of the deeler- 
thlp money depotltod Inr thorn with 
tho compony. Moruti Limited wot 
unoblo to pey up tho omount ond ot o 
rotidt tho compony went into liquido* 
tlon ond the llquidotion proceediw 
wore pondino before o Judge in the 
Punjob ond lloryono High Court ot 
Chondigerh ot the time m tho return 



tho vice protidont of the INTUC. Tho with Moken't 
irom It thot while tho Congrottfl) A teotlon of 
loofiott boro tho photogroph of kvt wondming w! 


looflott boro tho photogroph of kvt wondmlng whether it 
Gondhi, they foiled to ottrect tho hove dngied Afro Gi 
votort, but 010 Confrott(U) looflott into e tmoB eloctiMi .11 

of the Congrottd) to powor. Recently MO VATRA 
e petition wot moved V the oroditort 

K y^ ^t the lim^^n proc^- FOR RATH 

I bo thelved ot they had utemato 
plant for utUiting tho plant machin* ——————— 

enr and promltet of Marutl Limited, g 
What are the altamato plant? Charon' | 

Jit lii^ MP, the former holdmr of tho I 
CocO'Celafranchlae.hoatlgnodadoei • 
with Metirt M.A.Ni of Wott Oormony I 
end Delhi Autonmbilot of Sagar Suri 
la underttood to have ttruck a deal 
vrlth Volvo of Sweden. Tho two are 
likely to go into o partnonhip to 
reopen tho Moruti factory, Choranjit 
Singh produdna heavy vehlclet and 
Soil going la for cart. The deal it 
likidy to bo finaUted in the middle of 

July. 


iph triumphed. 
I Cottfretod) it 

t wot wiae to 
ieodU't Imata 
like. tMh. 










Oritto (i. B. Potnaik had left to be¬ 
come Chief Miaittmr of Oritto) Ond 
the Kate wot entitled to a Cuteot 
rank r op re t o n totive^Wlien lira Gi» 
dhi coma to know of thia the pcomptly 
dropped hit name altofother from the 
Uk. ft it now rumoured that oftor Ae 
end of the current bndgoc t ot tion of 
Parliament there will be another 
Cabinet rathufOe and ■Rmh wfll be 
again offered the poK otkflalKorhf 


leinetentotlve, it^ have enamm 


M&latar of State. 

D. E. NiZAMUDDtN 
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Look for this 
Instinctive design 
withffihnwdf* 
in white. 


/ 



Pluiose4i^ 

Glucose-0 
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..axose-D is the most trusted pr^uct 

Make sure the Glaxose-D packet y 
buy is genuine. 

• Ucenced utws of S'* Trade Merk 

mMtdgkKuepomderfnmSam 












Dinesh brinos 
a new 
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*Anthroporr>etry- 
tte study of huaian measisrements 
arKi cojofort thresholds. 


X. 


X. 
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